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The quickest way to double your money in the
market? Fold it and put it back in your pocket.
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winter injury
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Avoid lilac blight

Cool, wet springs favor development of lilac
blight, especially if rains follow a late frost or
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Briefs...

Photography at Oregon’s 48th Annual
Exhibit and Auction has opened. It high-
lights an impressive collection of print do-
nations from noted photographers locally
and nationally, including prints from artists
Christopher Burkett, Brian Lanker and Re-
becca Zeis.

As in years past, there will be three Auc-
tion Exhibits featuring prints from the On-
line Auction at Dot Dotson’s Gallery, 1668
Willamette Street in Eugene - one each in
April, May and June. The online auction
goes live on May Ist, but people can get
an in-person preview during the first live
exhibit in April.

The exhibit will run all of April, Monday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Photo Exhibits - Page 2

“Traditions on the McKenzie: A Fly Fish-
ing Heritage Workshop” will continue this
Saturday with a session focusing on Stew-
ardship in Practice. From 10 am to noon,
participants will hone their skills on the
river, focusing on habitat protection, river
safety, and environmental ethics.

Workshop sessions have focused on edu-
cating the next generation of river stew-
ards—especially as native trout populations
face new challenges and hatchery plantings
become less predictable. Through storytell-
ing, hands-on skill-building, and on-river

Fishing Workshop- Page 2

The Leaburg Library is again sponsor-
ing “Write Your Life” - a free, six-week,
memoir-writing workshop. Classes will
be conducted in the Annex Room of the li-
brary at 6 pm on Tuesdays, beginning April
28.

From the fish that got away to the in-laws
who never left, we all have stories to tell.

Our instructor will be Duane Noriyuki,
Lookout Eugene guest columnist and for-
mer staff writer for the Detroit Free Press,
Los Angeles Times, as well as co-founder

of InsideOut Writers, a creative writing
Write Your Life - Page 2

My Oh, My Oh, My!! What A Day At The Track

2026 Aaron and Marie Jones Invitational was Top Flight

By Cliff Richardson

The weather was a concern. A
big concern, considering the two
preceding days leading up to Satur-
day’s Aaron and Marie Jones Invi-
tational Track Meet hosted by the
McKenzie Community Track and
Field organization. Maybe Thun-
derbird was stretching his wings,
making folks think Saturday’s meet
would be a test for the 25 teams and
their nearly 800 athletes competing.
One of the few weather events that
stop an athletic event is thunder and
lightning and well, that’s was on
most folk’s minds early Saturday
morning. A start that was a bit cool
and a little misty, but Old Mother
Nature seemed to take a personal
interest in the AMJ Invitational
and blessed the day with a dose of
warming sun and blue sky teased
with gray-white clouds, the latter
more worried about stacking up
against Faith, Hope, and Charity.

And those Three Sisters were will-
ing to wrap their arms around the
intruders and even shove a few on
up the Volcanic Chain. So, it is with
deep gratitude that we say thanks to
a great day for competing track and
field. To be sure, this was a remark-
able day. Over 300 Personal Bests
were set by the student/athletes

competing. And the meet announcer, Neil Barrett,
was busy researching the archives and announcing
the 18 new AMJ Invitational meet records!!

It goes without saying that the McKenzie Com-

The Aaron and Marie Jones Invitational at McKenzie Community Track & Field delivered a standout day,
with more than 300 personal bests and 18 meet records set by student-athletes. Behind the numbers
is a deeper story—one driven by dedicated coaching staffs and a volunteer-led venue committed to
helping athletes reach their full potential.

munity Track and Field board members and
all the incredible community volunteers hit
this one out of the park! And, holy cow,

Day AtThe Track - Page 12

After the Burn: McKenzie
Region Finds lts Footing

EUGENE: The long recovery from the 2020 Holiday Farm
Fire is entering a new phase, according to EWEB’s latest State
of the McKenzie Watershed Report. Summed up at the utility’s
April 7 board meeting, it notes emergency restoration efforts are
largely complete and water quality in the McKenzie River is hold-
ing strong despite ongoing challenges.

The report, produced as part of the Eugene Water & Electric
Board’s Drinking Water Source Protection program, outlines
years of coordinated work to stabilize and restore the McKenzie
watershed after one of the most destructive wildfires in Oregon
history.

The Holiday Farm Fire burned more than 173,000 acres - over

After the Burn - Page 13

Urban runoff and septic systems are water quality concerns in the
lower McKenzie River area, while truck spills and forest fires are
more of a threat in the mid and upper stretches of the stream.

Preparing for a
Challenging Fire Season

People at the April “Coffee with Locals” heard an overview of the
regional Community Wildfire Protection Plan.

MCKENZIE BRIDGE: With signs pointing to an early and
potentially severe wildfire season, the McKenzie River Ranger
District is ramping up staffing, equipment and suppression strate-
gies to meet growing risks across the upper McKenzie area.

That update came during an April 7 “Locals Helping Locals”
coffee gathering at the Obsidian Grill, where federal, state and
county officials shared progress on wildfire preparedness and long-
term planning across Lane County.

Dan Trapanese, fire management officer for the McKenzie River
Ranger District, said the district is entering the 2026 fire season
fully staffed and ready, despite lingering challenges from the loss
of its warehouse facility in last year’s fire.

Crew 101, he said, will be staffed with 22 firefighters this season,

Challenging Fire Season - Page 10



https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/16/news/photo-exhibits/9208.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/16/news/my-oh-my-oh-my-what-a-day-at-the-track/9206.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/16/news/after-the-burn-mckenzie-region-finds-its-footing/9207.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/16/news/preparimg-for-a-challenging-fire-season/9205.html

Page 2

McKenzie River Reflections

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2026

Letters to the Editor

The upcoming
primary

The League of Women Voters
of Lane County (LWVLC) wants
to help you prepare for the prima-
ry election coming soon on May
19, 2026. The League of Women
Voters is a nonpartisan political
organization that is dedicated to
helping voters become informed
about and actively participate in
government.

The League does not support
or oppose any political party or
candidate. However, the League
does advocate for important social
policy issues but only after rigor-
ous study and a consensus build-
ing review by members.

As you plan your voting strat-
egy, you may be interested in
quickly locating reliable informa-
tion and the website of the League
of Women Voters Lane County,

Iwvlc.org, has information about
the candidates and ballot measures
that you will see on your ballot.
Candidate forums: A list of the
candidate forums is given on the
league website with their dates
and locations. This includes can-
didates for the East Lane County
Commissioner. If you are not able
to attend the candidate forums in
person, the website also has infor-
mation for the links to the record-
ings of the candidate forums.
Ballot measure explanations:
There are 11 ballot measures on
ballots in Lane County, but you
will probably only be interested in
the state-wide Measure 120, Ore-
gon Transportation Bill, two Lane
County-wide measures, 20-373,
the Watershed Bill of Rights and
20-381, Lane County 4-H Youth
and OSU Extension Programs.
Measure 120 increases the tax on

Letter to the Editor - Page 13

Guest Opinion

Drought time ahead

for Oregon
By Randy Stapilus
Oregon Capital Chronicle

On March 26, Gov. Tina
Kotek declared a drought emer-
gency in Deschutes, Umatilla and
Baker counties at the request of
county governments. Call that the
first drop of what may soon be a
flood of drought-related actions.

This may be the most challeng-
ing large-scale drought year Or-
egon has seen in decades.

Kotek’s executive order hinted
at that. It also said “forecasts sug-
gest that below normal precipita-
tion and streamflow conditions
are likely to continue through
summer in all counties following
an extended period with precipita-
tion and temperature conditions
that contributed to well below
normal snowpack.”

The deliberate language may
understate the situation giv-

en what’s developed in recent
months. And that’s without con-
sidering Wallowa and Jefferson
counties, which didn’t make the
emergency cut for Kotek’s recent
order but may before long.

For all that Oregon has a reputa-
tion as water-soaked, most of it is
arid. Even most of the western re-
gion is less moist than many peo-
ple believe, and water supply has
trended to the low side for some
years. This year something close
to a perfect non-storm hit: Light
precipitation plus unseasonably
warm weather (such as now, as
this is written). Much of Oregon
got little or no snow last winter, in
places where at least some snow-
fall is or has been more the norm.

Unseasonal warmth probably
has been the bigger factor. Across
nearly all of Oregon, since the
current “water year” (as marked
by federal agencies) started Oct.
1, precipitation mainly as rainfall
across nearly all the state has been

between between 70% and 90%
of normal, meaning compared
to the measurements from 1991
to 2020. (Two areas, the Hood-
Sandy-Lower Deschutes and the
Umatilla-Walla Walla, are slightly
higher.) You can see all of this
mapped on a federal Oregon snow
survey web page.

The federal website drought.
gov reported a month ago “Sta-
tions in the Cascade Range in Or-
egon and Washington are report-
ing the greatest snowpack deficits
in the West. Some states, such as
California, are already experienc-
ing an early melt out of snow.”

And it said, “Every major river
basin in the West experienced its
first or second warmest winter
(December, January and Febru-
ary) on record. The Great Basin,
Rio Grande, Arkansas-White-
Red, and Upper and Lower Colo-
rado River Basins experienced
their warmest winter on record,
while the Missouri and Columbia
River Basins recorded their sec-
ond warmest.”

Guest Opinion - Page 13

McKenzie Varsity Sports
Schedule This Week
The McKenzie Varsity Track
and Field teams travel to North
Marion High School on Saturday,
April 18, to participate in the
North Marion Invitational. Field
events start at 10 AM and Track
events will begin at 11 AM.
Philomath Warriors Capture
AM]J Invitational
Boys And Girls Team Titles
The Warriors of Philomath won
both the Boys and Girls team races

The Warriors dominated the Boys
competition, earning 144 points on
the day and easily outdistancing
second place Cottage Grove,
which scored 115 points.

Creswell finished a distance
third with 48 points. McKenzie
finished seventh with 36 points
and was the second highest small,
Class 1A school, following fourth
place Triangle Lake which earned
39 points.

The Philomath Girls team
finished their day with 107 points,
holding off second place Sisters
with 97 points. Cottage Grove
was third with 83.5 points and
the McKenzie Girls finished
tied for fifteenth with Riddle
at 10 points. Teams competing
this year were Alsea, Cascades
Academy of Central Oregon,
Cottage Grove, Creswell, Crow,
Eddyville, Mapleton, McKenzie,
Mohawk, North Lake, Oakridge,
Paisley, Elmira, Eugene Christian,

Lowell, Philomath, Pleasant Hill,
Riddle, Sisters, Triangle Lake,
and Yoncalla.

AM]J Invitational Event

Winners And McKenzie
Finishes
Varsity Boys: 100 meters:

Kaden Howard, Philomath, 11.38
sec., 10th Elijah Santiago, 12.00
sec., 30th Amir Enfield, 12.95
sec. 200 meters: Connor Nguyen,
Creswell, 23.39 sec., 4th Elijah
Santiago, 24.72 sec., 6th William
Valtinson, 24.93 sec., 21st Auden
Vailes, 27.46 sec. 400 meters:
Dreyton Nuno, Philomath, 52.62
sec., 6th William Valtinson, 56.38
sec., 22nd Avery Thoms Purcell,
1:03.78 min. 800 meters: Micah
Hanke, Cottage Grove, 2:00.23
min., 10th Will Meister, 2:20.79
min., 17th Owen Young, 2:33.89
min. 1500 meters: Gage Roper,
Pleasant Hill, 4:09.56 min., 10th
Cylas Sughroue, 4:53.50 min.,
24th Rylee Davis, 5:45.38 min.,
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Photo Exhibits

Continued From Page 1

and Saturday from 10 a.m. till 1
p-m. Free and open to the public.

The Online Auction itself will
be open for bids starting May 1st
and continuing through June 30th.
The entire selection of photo-
graphs will be online, so, starting
May 1st, visit PAO2026.auctria.
events to view and bid.

Fishing Workshop

Continued From Page 1

practice, participants learn tradi-
tional techniques, conservation
ethics, and responsible angling
practices that protect the river for
years to come.

Loaner equipment, adaptive
gear, and translated materials are
provided to ensure everyone can
participate. The participant-to-
guide ratio is 10:1.

For more info go to spencer-
outfitters.com or call (425) 420-
3534.

Write Your Life

Continued From Page 1

program for young people incar-
cerated in the L.A. County juve-
nile hall system.

Attendance at previous writing
workshops is not a pre-requisite,
so come one, come all!

For more information, contact
Duane Noriyuki at duane.noriyu-
ki@gmail.com or 970-412-2174.
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Sheriff’s
Report

April2:4:24p.m: Disturbance,
Dispute - 7600 blk, Thurston Rd.
Deputies responded to a verbal
dispute, situation was resolved.

April 3: 10:08 a.m: Fraud -
41200 blk, McK. Hwy. A scammer
attempted to defraud a resident.
No monetary loss.

1:46 p.m: Reckless Endangering
- Blue River Rd. A vehicle went
off the road while leaving the area,
then back onto the road. Deputies
did not locate the vehicle.

4:56 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 92700 blk, Regal Ln. Deputies
responded to a dispute at the
listed location. After additional
investigation, deputies arrested
and lodged Wyatt Jefferson
Potter, 27, of Dexter, for Assault
4 — Felony.

5:56 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 38300 blk, McK. Hwy.
A male threw a substance at the
complainant’s door. An OSP
trooper was in the area and
contacted the male.

April 4: 12:49 p.m: Fraud
- 89300 blk, Old Mohawk Rd.
Community Self Report regarding
unauthorized access of business
accounts.

McKenzie River Reflections
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12:55 p.m: Fraud - 87700 blk,
Collins Ln. A phone scammer
attempted to access the resident’s
bank account with their assistance.
When the resident refused, the
scammer threatened to harm
the victim over the phone. No
monetary loss.

2:38 p.m: Animal Complaint -
54900 blk, McK. Hwy.

8:57 p.m: Assist Public - Angels
Flight Rd.

April 5: 9:08 p.m: Theft -
88600 block, Latta Rd.

11:50 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 91800 blk, Mill Creek
Rd. A person with known mental
health issues called dispatch.

April 7: 6:09 p.m: Disturbance,
Dispute - 39200 blk, McK. Hwy.

April 8: 6:01 a.m: Disturbance,
Dispute - 54700 blk, Caddis Ln.
Deputies responded to a verbal
dispute at a residence in the area.
The involved separated.

6:29 a.m: Hit & Run - 36100
blk, McGowan Creek Rd.

10:06 a.m: Assist, Follow Up -
88700 blk, Heritage Ln.

11:25 a.m: Harassment - 90900
blk, Leashore Dr. Community
self report regarding threatening
statements.

12:48 p.m: Burglary - 88700
blk, Buck Point Way. Deputies
responded to a reported burglary
observed on cameras. No one

was located, and no burglary had

<
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McKenzie River Specialist
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Vil get me -

occurred. A package was found to
have been delivered.

2:49 p.m: Civil Service - 39800
blk, Meadow Glen Dr.

2:56 p.m: Towed Vehicle -
91600 blk, Burton Dr.

3:06 p.m: Disabled Vehicle
— USFS Rd. 126.

5:14 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 42700 blk, McK. Hwy. Deputies
responded to the location for a
heated verbal dispute and detained
one uncooperative individual.
No crime was determined and
one individual was provided a
courtesy ride to a hotel.

5:59 p.m: Criminal Mischief
- 90800 blk, Sunderman Rd.
Community self report regarding
dumped asphalt.

10:13 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle
- 159500 blk, McK. View Dr.

11:31 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 52600 blk, McK. Hwy.

April 9: 10:48 a.m: Elder
Abuse - 52500 blk, McK. Hwy.

10:53 a.m: Drug Overdose -
89900 blk, Greenwood Dr.

12:36 p.m: Water Patrol -
Bellinger Landing.

12:57 p.m: Disorderly Subject -
95100 blk, Marcola Rd. A resident
struggling with mental health
issues became disorderly. They
were transported to the hospital
for care.

1:47 p.m: Illegal Shooting -
McGowan quarry.

2:07 p.m: Reckless Driving -
190000 blk, Marcola Rd.

4:31 p.m: Reckless Endangering
- 89800 blk, Hill Rd. Deputies
responded to a report of reckless
shooting by a neighbor and
contacted the involved.

April 10: 1:39 a.m: Suspicious

Vehicle - 33300 blk, McK. View
Dr.

9:23 a.m: Burglary - 91500 blk,
Cougar Dam Rd.

10:43 a.m: Citizen Contact -
90500 blk, Lure Ln.

12:01 p.m: Welfare Check
- 95100 blk, Hazel Ln. 3:09
p-m: Animal Complaint - Sunder-
man Rd.

3:12 a.m: Assist Fire Depart-
ment - 90600 blk, Nadeau Rd.

4:22 p.m: Theft of Identity -
95100 blk, Hazel Ln.

Continued On Page 12

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

April 6: 10:25: 54700 blk,
Caddis Ln. Mutual Aid. Canceled
En Route by Upper McK. Fire.

13:00: 51100 blk, Blue River
Dr. Mutual Aid. Canceled Prior to
Going En Route.

April 7: 2:59: 45500 blk, Vida
Park Ln. Medical, Trauma. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.

5:18: McK. Hwy./Milepost 17.
Motor Vehicle Accident. Unable
To Locate.

7:33: 41000 blk, McK. Hwy.

Medical, General. Patient
Refusal.
April 8: 14:08: 46000 blk,

Goodpasture Rd. Escaped Burn
Pile. Fire Extinguished, ODF
Notified.

18:47: Goodpasture Rd./Mp.
2. Legal Burn with Homeowner
Present.

2:03: 38700 blk, Natures
Garden St. Medical, Heart. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.

April 9: 10:48: 89900 blk,
Greenwood Dr. Medical, General.
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

15:15: 39200 blk, McK. Hwy.
Public Assist. Provide Traffic
Control for Disabled Vehicle in
Roadway.

16:36: 8600 blk, Thurston Rd.
Medical, General. Canceled On
Scene.

April 10: 16:30: 37200 blk,
Camp Creek Rd. Medical, Trauma.
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

April 11: 13:13: 5400 blk, W.
King Rd. Mutual Aid. Disregarded

En Route by UMRFE.
17:00: 43960 McK. Hwy.
Medical, General. Patient

Assessed, Refusal Obtained.
Continued On Page 12

Upper McKenzie
Fire/Rescve

April 7: 18:16: Medical
— 54000 block, McK. River Dr.
Male, Conscious, Breathing.

April 9: 16:37: Check Smoke
— N. Bank Rd./Milepost 1. Caller
reports smoke visible after some
lightning, initially was a plume
but its not as visible now.

April 10: 18:07: Medical
— 54000 blk, McK. River Dr.
Female, Conscious, Breathing.

April 11: 13:10: House Fire
— 54000 blk, W. King Rd. Garage
on fire, 6 feet from the house. Roof
is still smoking heavily, flames
dwindling.

17:17: Down Line — 55000 blk,
McK. River Dr. Tree fell on mobile
home, electrical wires currently
on top. No arcing or sparking.

April 12: 03:32: Medical —
50000 blk, McK. Hwy. Female,
Conscious, Breathing.

20:03:  Medical -
blk, McK. River Dr.
Conscious, Breathing.

April 14: 03:02: Medical -
Female, Conscious, Breathing.

54000
Female,

The Upper McK. Fire
District’s board of directors will
hold its monthly meeting at 7
p.m. on Monday, April 20th, at
the Blue River Fire Station 2,
51730 Echo St. in Blue River.
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Fish wheels a legacy of Columbia’s salmon days

By Finn J.D. John

If you get out on the Columbia
River in the more inland reaches
— past the Beacon Rock area
— you’ll often notice that there
are lines of rotting, weatherbeaten
posts leading out into the waters.

These posts are all that’s left of
what was once one of Oregon’s
biggest  industries: Salmon
canning. Specifically, they are
the mortal remains of riverside
canneries with their adjacent fish
wheels.

Your basic fish wheel is a
diabolically simple device. It’s
like a big water wheel with scoops
instead of paddles. As a salmon
swims upstream toward its
spawning grounds, it encounters
the scoop, which is moving the
opposite direction, driven by the
current. The scoop picks the fish
up out of the water, and at the top
of its turn rotates past a chute that
allows the fish to slide out of the
basket and drop into a net-walled
pen or holding tank, ready for
processing.

The story of fish wheels on
the Columbia is an old and
complicated one. Many people
believe their use is responsible
for the fact that the Columbia,
once renowned for having such a
massive annual salmon migration
that folks wondered if they might
walk across the river on their
backs, now has comparatively
few. This isn’t really true; the
real destroyer of the big salmon
runs was Grand Coulee Dam, up
in Washington, built without fish
ladders, which cut off returning
salmon’s access to close to half of
the river’s spawning grounds.

But the fish wheels certainly
didn’t help. By the time the dam
project delivered the coup de
grace in 1934, the Columbia River
salmon fishery was on its knees,
hammered almost to the point
of full collapse by fifty years of
enthusiastic overfishing by the
fish-wheel operators, competing
with growing swarms of gillnetters
on the lower stretches of the river.

The first fish wheel and cannery
was built on the river in 1866
by Hapgood, Hume & Co. It
was a colossal success, both in
its production of fish and in the

Oregon Historical Society

A 1920s photograph by photographer Benjamine Gifford of two men stand-

ing on a fish wheel.

enthusiasm with which the canned
product wasreceived in the market.
Afterthat, the canneries came thick
and fast to the banks of the river
with pile drivers and construction
crews, and soon the shallow
stretches of the upper river toward
the Cascade Rapids virtually
bristled with them. By 1883, the
market was essentially saturated
with canned salmon, and 39 fish
wheel-canneries were running on
the upper river, scooping out fish
by the millions. In that year, 42
million pounds of salmon meat
was canned up and shipped out
by the fish-wheel operators. And
it wasn’t an unusual year. Even
as late as 1906, the catch was still
phenomenally strong, although
dwindling; in fact, one particular
cannery, just north of The Dalles,
pumped out almost half a million
pounds of canned salmon all by
itself that year.

Meanwhile, though, a vast
fleet of gillnet fishermen had
gone into business on the broad,
quiet waters of the lower river
near Astoria. The gillnetters had
been there before the first fish
wheel went in; a Maine fisherman
named Thomas Hodgkins made
the first net and went into business
out of the town of Oak Point, near
Clatskanie. Others, noticing his
success, followed, and soon the
river was becoming increasingly
thick with them.

No gillnetter could make the
same dent in the fish run that a
wheel by Cascade Locks could
make, of course; but they made up
for it in sheer numbers. The fleet
soon numbered in the hundreds,
possibly thousands.

So no one was surprised when
the numbers of fish being landed
started to decline, because
everyone involved had someone
they could comfortably blame for
it. The businessmen running the
fish wheels raged at the swarms of
small-fry gillnetters hogging all
the fish before they could even get
up the river to their wheels; the
weatherbeaten fishermen groused
in their taverns in Astoria and
Brownsmead and Cathlamet and
Altoona about the fat-cat cannery
owners snatching up so many fish
that none were left to spawn.

The truth of the matter, of
course, was that both parties were
right.

The people of Oregon seemed to
have felt that way when, in 1908,
they voted to ban both practices.
The gillnetters, that year, had
used the brand-new Initiative and
Referendum system to propose
that fish wheels be banned from
the river. Independently, the fish-
wheel operators had gotten a
proposal on the ballot that would
have essentially banned gillnet
fishing.

Both initiatives were passed

by a public that was growing
increasingly alarmed at the
prospect of the salmon being
totally fished out. And both
initiatives — in a development that
was to become very familiar to the
sponsors of initiative petitions in
subsequent years — were blocked
from enforcement by industry-
friendly courts.

But by the mid-1920s it could no
longer be denied that the Columbia
River salmon fishery was in terrible
shape. Numbers were in steady
and increasingly steep decline.
In addition to the overfishing
problem, the fish were getting hit
hard by land development in their
spawning grounds, where cattle
were being run through the little
creeks and waterways were being
changed and diverted into sterile
irrigation canals.

So in 1928, Oregon’s state
legislature officially banned fish
wheels. The canneries on the
Washington side soldiered on for
a few more years; Washington
waited until 1935 to ban them; but
by that time, Grand Coulee Dam
was well under construction, and
the river had been blocked. No
one thought to install a fish ladder
on Grand Coulee, or if anyone did
he wasn’t taken seriously; so, just
like that, a good 40 percent of the
salmon run was cut off from its
spawning grounds and doomed to
extinction.

And that was essentially the
end of the Columbia River salmon
fishery as a major economic driver
in the Northwest.

Today, a greatly diminished
fleet of gillnetters ply the lower
Columbia, subject to strict
regulation by the state. The
highest impact on the fishery is
from sportfishing now. Over the
years since the 1930s, there have
been several attempts to ban
gillnet fishing, mostly driven by
sportsmen who want to be able
to catch more fish. These have all
failed, mostly by large margins; but
after the most recent one, in 2012,
Governor John Kitzhaber stepped
in to essentially give the sportsmen
most of what they wanted.
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Subscribe, Donate, Advertise

Three ways you can
help your local

Your donation will exclusively fund the “Civic Journalism” work of McKenzie River
Reflections - reporting on local government agencies, elections, health and public
safety, policy impacts, and updates on community-led responses.

The Civic Journalism mission of McKenzie River Reflections is approved, spon-
sored, and monitored by the Oregon Public Information Partnership, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization created for people to make tax deductible contributions to
independent Oregon community newspapers.

E!- El Go to tinyurl.com/25ahf3jx and click the “Donate” link for an online contribution.
Or mail a check to OPIP/McKenzie River Reflections Civic Journalism
P.0. Box 727, McMinnville, OR 97128

This
Space
For Rent

rivref2@gmail.com

By Slim Randles

We wondered about the origin of
the new sign down at the Read Me
Now bookstore. Sarah McKinley
has had the place for about five
years now and has become a
real asset to our valley. If you’re
looking for a book, she either has
it or you don’t need to read it.

She is picky, of course, and
tends to buy the kind of books
she thinks we should read and not
always the ones we’d like to read.
Fortunately for her, enough of us
agree with her choices that we
have kept her in business.

There’s speculation about the
new sign, naturally. The word
got out around the valley about
ten minutes after she hung it up,
which is probably pretty slow
for news to spread around here.
She might have done it during a
playoff game.

We all made the pilgrimage into
the store to glance at it. No one
was crass enough to actually ask
Sarah about the wording on the
sign. For one thing, it’s none of
our business, really. Not that that
would stop us. But if we pried, that
would take away all the fun we’d
have out of speculating about it
(sometimes known as gossip) at
the barbershop, coffee shop, hair
stylists and kitchens throughout
the local realm.

I’ve heard through a good source
(who swears it’s true) that the
sign is a direct result of a broken
heart when that fellow who used
to come see Sarah moved out of
state. That isn’t actual evidence,
of course, but evidence would
require asking Sarah about the
sign, and that would spoil the fun.

Some say Sarah had problems
with men at an even earlier age,
and a few of our local ladies
claim to have seen photographs
in Sarah’s apartment of several
former swains. (Is the plural of
swain swine?)

I’ve caught Sarah looking at
us as we glance at the sign when
we come in. I believe I've seen a
semi smirk on her face at those
times, too. But at any rate, I don’t
know of another bookstore that
has a sign proclaiming one wall of
books as being in the category of
“Love and other Fiction.”

Brought to you by any love
secret you might have come
across in Slim Randles’ book
“Growing Up Right.”

Hot Espresso
10, 12 or 16 oz.
Extra Espresso Shot, Syrup, or Alternative Milk

Ask us about our Breakfast Menu items

Open from 7 am - 12:39 pm, Sun - Tues & Thurs - Sat *Closed Wed*

Iced Espresso
12, 16 or 24 oz.

458-209-0542



https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/16/history/fish-wheels-a-legacy-of-columbias-salmon-days/9214.html
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Tips

By Kym Pokorny

Gardening

Lilac blight disease spoils spring blooms

MaylWARseheidt

When shoots begin to die they tip over in what is called a Shepard’s crook

symptom.

Lilac lovers eagerly await
the pink, lavender and white
blossoms of spring. But an
outbreak of lilac blight can quickly
turn that joy into disappointment.

Cool, wet springs favor develop-
ment of lilac blight, especially if
rains follow a late frost or winter
injury, according to Jay Pscheidt,
Oregon State University Extension
plant pathologist.

Known to scientists as lilac
bacterial blight, the disease
is caused by the bacterium
Pseudomonas syringae  pv.
syringae. The same organism
causes bacterial blight on pear,
blueberry, cherry, maple and many
other woody plants.

At first, leaves appear healthy,
then suddenly look as if they’ve
been singed by an open flame. Dark
black streaks form on one side of

young shoots. Flowers wilt and
turn brown, and unopened buds
become blackened. Symptoms
resemble fire blight in fruit trees.
Prevention and resistant varieties

To reduce the risk of blight,
avoid fertilizing late in the season
and don’t overfertilize young
plants, sinceexcessnitrogen favors
disease development, Pscheidt
said. Spacing and pruning lilacs
to allow for air circulation also
helps.

Lilacblightisdifficulttocontrol,
so planting resistant varieties
is recommended. Species with
demonstrated resistance include
Syringa josikaea, S. komarowii,
S. microphylla, S. pekinensis and
S. reflexa.

Most cultivars of S. vulgaris —
the most commonly grown lilacs
— are susceptible. However,

some have shown less disease in
gardens, including ‘Edith Cavell,’
‘Glory,” ‘Ludwig Spaeth’ and
‘Pink Elizabeth.’

Managing infections

If your lilac is infected, prune
and burn affected parts as soon
as you notice them. A copper-
based pesticide, which is organic,
applied in early spring each year
can help prevent infection before
buds break.

Lilac blight bacteria overwinter
on diseased twigs and even on
apparently healthy wood. Factors
that weaken plants — including
wounds, frost damage, poor
soil pH, inadequate nutrition
or other pathogens — increase
susceptibility.

Sources and spread

The bacteria can persist in
old cankers, healthy buds, leaf
surfaces, and nearby weeds and
grasses. Wind, rain, insects,
pruning tools and infected nursery
stock all spread the disease.

The disease typically begins as
brown spots on stems and leaves
of young shoots in early spring.
Spots may have a yellow halo,
then quickly darken and expand
during rainy periods. On young
stems, infection can girdle the
shoot, causing it to bend and die.

On leaves, infection progresses
differently depending on age.
Young leaves blacken rapidly
from the margins downward,
while spots on older leaves enlarge
slowly. Several spots may merge,
causing leaf edges to crinkle.
Flower clusters may also blight
and blacken, and buds may fail to
open or die soon after opening.

To see photos of this disease,
visit the PNW Plant Disease
Management Handbook.

Want to learn more about this
topic? Explore more resources
from OSU Extension: Flowers,
shrubs and trees, Plant diseases

You are more than this moment.

988 is more than a crisis line.

No matter what you’re going through, you don’t have to
face it alone. 988 Oregon offers free, confidential support
from trained counselors—24/7, every day of the year.

Call or text 988

OREGON

988 Oregon is answered locally by
Lines for Life and Northwest Human Services.

By Mayy Emma Aller

DANDELIONS - A SIGN
OF SPRING

“Here, Mama. Here are
flowers for you,” my brother
said, as he held out a fist of
dandelion heads.

Mother filled a soup bowl with
water and floated the dandelions
there, thanking Brother for his
gift.

“Why do you save them?” I
asked with the “wisdom” of my
8 years. “They’re just dandelions
and just the tops.”

“Because he thinks he’s giving
me something special. They’re a
thoughtful gift for me.”

I  remembered this when
my daughter and, later my
grandchildren,  brought  me
flower heads as a bouquet. I've
appreciated and put them in water
for the whole family to enjoy.
Dandelions Continue to Enthrall

These yellow blooms continue
to excite the children in our family.
Yesterdaymy granddaughtertexted
us some pictures of her little 2-
year old (my great granddaughter)
holding a dandelion she picked in
their yard. Liliana displayed a big
grin as she looked at the flower
with awe.

Dandelion are such common
flowers that many people consider
them pests in the yard...until they
observe a child’s excitement over
them

Dandelions As Edibles

DANDELION GREENS are
most common of the wild spring
greens and were a favorite with
my aunt who looked forward to

Quote of the Week

“Success usually comes to those
who are too busy to be looking for
it.”

Henry David Thoreau

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley

McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L.C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER
Owners

Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

picking, cooking and eating them
each spring.

The young tender leaves can be
added to a tossed salad, combined
with other greens, served with a
hot dressing or boiled with bacon
or salt pork. They were a favorite
with my aunt, who looked forward
to dandelion time each spring.

For a DANDELION SALAD,
you can use Il-pound fresh
dandelion leaves or a combination
of dandelion with romaine,
iceberg, or leaf lettuce. Usually
this is in the quantity of half
dandelion and half lettuce.
Sometimes cucumbers are added
to the dandelion salad.

Then toss an oil and vinegar
dressing, using whatever amount
is desirable to your taste. Or you
can make a dressing with lemon
juice, dash of sugar, olive oil, salt
and pepper. Some cooks like to
use yogurt for a dressing.

DANDELION SALAD WITH
EGGS - This version calls
for 4 cups packed dandelion
leaves, which have been washed
thoroughly, 1/4 cup chopped
green onions. Toss with French
dressing or oil and vinegar as
desired. Garnish with sliced hard-
boiled eggs and tomato wedges.
Serve at once. (With the recipes
for Dandelion Salads you can
substitute other greens or use them
combined with the dandelions.)

(c) 2026 Mary Emma Allen,

me.allen@juno.com

(Mary Emma Allen researches
and writes from her woodland NH
home.)

Keep in Touch

Subscribe to
the McKenzie’s
own newspaper

$34/year

tinyurl.com/
2vf5caa6b

Premium Quality, Professional
Style, & Innovation  Installation Included

Lifetime
Warranty

ﬁ;}

nnnnnn

“Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in sh

Transform Your Bathroom and Change Your Life.

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-900-9151
; Ay safestep

Made in
Tennessee

Bubbles, Massage

Easy to Use Jets, & More

only. Offer available Noc:
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in select markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

ash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.



https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/16/garden/lilac-blight-disease-spoils-spring-blooms-but-can-be-managed/9215.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/16/extras/dandelions-a-sign-of-spring/9216.html
mailto:me.allen@juno.com
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Community Nofes

April 16
Board Meeting
4:30 pm

The McKenzie River Cham-
ber of Commerce is a business
organization of volunteers that
provides members with key op-
portunities for visibility, market-
ing, support, and recognition. The
board normally meets via Zoom.
For more information contact:
info@mckenziechamber.com

April 16
Prepared for Summer?
6:30pm - 7:30pm

McKenzie Fire & Rescue Train-
ing Center, 42870 McKenzie
Hwy, Leaburg.  Light refresh-
ments provided!

Important topics will include:
Wildfire Safety, Fuels Reduction,
Evacuation Levels, and Personal
Preparedness (water, food, etc.)

April 18
Park Clean up

10 am - 2 pm
BlueRiver Park, 51841 Rose
Street
Community Park clean up.
Please come and support our
community park.

April 18
River Talk
2 -3:30 pm pm

The O’Brien Memorial
Library, 51771 Blue River Drive,
is hosting RIVER TALK Season
Two sponsored by Oregon
Humanities. The first presenter
is Jud Turner, a Eugene metal
sculptor, who specializes in using
recycled steel and found objects.
In 2021, “Viribus” was created
and installed in Blue River to
celebrate the spirit of a strong

community and show that new
beauty can emerge from difficult
circumstances. Please join us on
Saturday, April 18 to hear more
about Jud Turner’s story.
April 20
McKenzie Fire District Board
Noon- 1 pm

McKenzie Fire District Board
meeting. Leaburg Training Cent-
er, 42870 McKenzie Hwy. 541-
896-3311.

April 20
Upper McKenzie Fire
District Board
7 -8 pm

The Upper McKenzie Fire Dis-
trict Board of Directors monthly
meeting. At the Blue River Fire
Station 2, 51730 Echo St. in Blue
River. 541-822-3479

April 21
Walterville Grange

The Walterville Grange #416
will meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at
39259 Camp Creek Road. The
first two monthly meetings are
held on the first Tuesday

April 22
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene,
unless otherwise noted on the
published agenda. Regular Board
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings
are on an as needed basis

April 22
Lane Electric Coop
9-10:30 am

Members of Lane Electric Co-
operative can join monthly board
meetings, which begin at 9 a.m.

An Invitation
to Worship

Livin}g Water Family Fellowship

astor - Doug Falrrington

52353 McKenzie w§ - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.
Come early for a meet and greet continental
breakfast and coffee af 9:
Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel
1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge
Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am;
web page: sblodge.opwest.org

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, in church on Hwy.
126 just east of Walterville. You may also make prayer requests, or
request an emailed or earth-mailed bulletin -- phone or send email
to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986. We

would love to meet you!

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Each meeting, at 787 Bailey
Hill Road in Eugene, begins with
a member comment period. Indi-
vidual members have three min-
utes to address the board at that
time. Topics presented will be
discussed amongst the board and
followed up on accordingly.

If you wish to address the Lane
Electric board please complete
a meeting request form at least
five days prior to the meeting you
would like to attend.

April 22
Naturescaping Workshop
6-7:30 pm

The O’Brien Memorial Library,
51771 Blue River Drive, is co-
hosting a spring naturescaping
workshop with the Pure Water
Partners/McKenzie =~ Watershed
Council. Light refreshments
will be provided. Come learn
about how to save time, money,
and energy on maintaining your
yard while protecting water
quality as well as planting the
‘right plant’ in the ‘right place’

RSVPs are encouraged but not
required. To RSVP, email info@
purewaterpartners.org
April 27
Spfd School Board
7-10 pm

The Springfield Public Schools
is led by a five-member elected
school board. The Board of
Directors meets twice during most
months during the school year.
Regular business meetings begin
at 7 p.m. on the second Monday
of the month. Work sessions are
generally held at 5:30 p.m. on the
fourth Monday of the month. All
meetings, unless otherwise noted,
are held in the Board Room of
the Springfield Public Schools
Administration Building, 640 A
Street, Springfield.

April 28
McKenzie River Food
Pantry

11am- 1 pm

Have anl event
to share?

Whether'your’re hostingla workshop,

performance; or'community gathering,
we want to feature!it!

Click here or submit your event details
at tinyurl.com/3j33kkxz

At the McKenzie Bridge Chris-
tian Church, 56334 McKenzie
Hwy, McKenzie Bridge.

Free groceries are provided in
accordance with Oregon Food
Bank and Food For Lane County
guidelines for food distribution to
those in need. 11 am - 1 pm, every
2nd & 4th Friday.

April 29
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene,
unless otherwise noted on the
published agenda. Regular Board
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings
are on an as needed basis

May 5
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene,
unless otherwise noted on the
published agenda. Regular Board
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings
are on an as needed basis

McKenzie Community
Events Calendar.

Weekly Meetings

Tuesday
VMCC Senior Center

11 am

Doors at the Vida McKenzie
Community Center open at 11 am
at 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida for a
wonderful opportunity to connect,
learn, and grow. They include
socializing, a speaker or activity,
and lunch (with a suggested dona-
tion of $5).

Wednesday
Upper McKenzie Jiu-Jitsu
7-8pm

No-Gi Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu club at
the Upper McKenzie Community
Center, 54745 McKenzie River
Drive in Rainbow. For More In-
formation email: uppermckenzie-
jiujitsu@gmail.com

Tuesday

Little Poker League
6 -9 pm

Public
Watershed Wednesday
9-11:30 am
Coburg, Oregon

Join the McKenzie River Trust

every Wednesday morning at
Green Island. Projects vary based
on the season but typically in-
clude invasive species removal,
habitat care or planting/tree estab-
lishment. Green Island is a 1,100
acre preserve.

Wednesday & Thursday
AA meetings

AA meetings are held on
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and Sun-
days at 5 p.m. at the McKenzie
Valley Presbyterian Church in
Walterville. plus in Blue River at
6 p.m. on Thursdays at the clinic
on Dexter Street.

Thursday
Dog Socialization

Pack Walks

10 am

At the Walterville Pond, meet at
East end parking lot. Free weekly,
For more information: email
quickslyfox@duck.com

Thursday

GMRS net
6 pm

N
TheMcKenzie Valley Neighbors
Radio Group meets at 6:00 pm on
462.6750 MHz, Tone 100.0 Hz
(often Radio Memory Channel 28)
on the Deathball Repeater. Make
it easy on McKenzie Community

Communications-supplied radios
and anything volunteers have
programmed for you.

Friday
Yoga in Leaburg

42870 McKenzie Hwy, Every
Friday at McKenzie Fire & Res-
cue’s Leaburg Training Center,
from 8 to 9 am..

Friday
SAIL Exercise Program
10to 11 am.

Vida McKenzie Community
Center, 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida.
Join the SAIL program on Fridays
for instructor-led exercises to
boost strength, independence, and
confidence. All ages and abilities
are welcome.

Saturday
A Dime At A Time

Leaburg Store, 42840 McKen-
zie Hwy, Blue River Bottle Boys
Collection/Sorting -  Saturday
morning sorting sessions every
Saturday from 10-noon. Dona-
tions can be dropped off to us at
Leaburg Store and maybe help us
bag up the containers.


https://tockify.com/tkf2/submitEvent/6018c830f46a4c779946c586e53e84c0
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:quickslyfox@duck.com
mailto:info@mckenziechamber.com
mailto:info@purewaterpartners.org
mailto:info@purewaterpartners.org
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
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Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

Career Choice

LogenWeaver

I have been dating this guy
four months. We got along well
until a girl in one of our university
classes started pushing herself on
him, asking to see his notes, and
touching his stuff while sitting
beside him. I am also in the class,
but don’t sit with him because I
like to sit in the front of the lecture
hall and he prefers the very back.

She knows I am the girlfriend
because he waits after class to walk
me to my next class. Originally I
didn’t want to make a big deal out
of it, but I did give her mean looks
when she talked to him. She didn’t
care. She just stared back with a
blank face.

I got so mad I stopped talking
to my boyfriend. He says they
are just friends and she has a
boyfriend. I don’t believe that. I
mean, why would she act that way
if she has a boyfriend? Also, if he
isn’t interested, why would he let

her do it? What should I do?
Isabella

Isabella, when a president
moves about, he is surrounded by
members of the Secret Service.
If you try to get too close to him,
they will give you hard looks and
block your passage. A president
has a whole entourage to protect
him, and they work in shifts 24
hours a day.

There is only one of you. Even
if you are studying to be a member
of the Secret Service, you won’t
be able to watch your boyfriend
all the time. You won’t have time
to listen in on every phone call,
intercept all his email, or open
each envelope addressed to him.

It is not your purpose in life to
have this man by force, and no
decent man would subject himself
to that. What you need to do is
live your life to the fullest, do
things which are in your power,
and achieve your personal goals.

You cannot prevent another
from breaking trust with you. That
is on them. But what is on you is
letting them know, if they break
your trust, it is over.

Wayne & Tamara

Partly Changed
Eight months ago my wife told
me she loves me but is not in
love with me anymore. We tried
counseling, but she gave that only

Page 7

one session before moving out.
She says there is no other man,
rather she repressed part of herself
during our time together and has
found happiness without me there
to criticize.

I thought she was willing to
work on our relationship and that
we would try a healing separation.
Since then I have been in
counseling, taken up meditation,
gone to anger management, and
improved myself as a person.

Two months ago my wife told
me she is never coming back.
I tried to move on and see other
women, but I keep comparing
them to my ex. I still love her, but
if what she says is true, I need to
fully let her go.

The problem is she takes the
kids every weekend and shows up
one or two nights during the week.
Being near her tears my heart out.
I get resentful and act weird. She
sees this, and it reaffirms to her
that I haven’t changed.

Marco

Marco, sometimes there is
more in the name than there is
in the theory. Catch phrases like
“healing separation” smack of
clever packaging and marketing.
If your employer offers you a
“healing layoff,” the reality is you
are out of a job.

The changes you made are
wonderful. Keep them up.
Unfortunately those changes
may infuriate your wife even
more, because it says to her at
any moment in the past you could
have changed, but refused to.

For most people the first year

after parting is the hardest, then
life begins to get better and better.
Wayne & Tamara

Wayne & Tamara are the
authors of Cheating in a Nutshell
and As the Child of an Alcoholic.

Has your business made the McKenzie Connection?

Your ads in River Reflections will reach

people who are in touch with the McKenzie Valley

Get connected today!

rivref2@gmail.com 541-822-3358
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NG CLASSIFED ADVERTSING

Bath Tubs
Safe Step. North America—is
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now  featuring our FREE

shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-459-4942
Coins & Jewelry

Buying US and foreign coins,
currency, tokens, gold, silver,
& jewelry. North Star Coin &
Jewelry, 650 Main St., Springfield.
541-746-5964. S=nscj--1/14.

Dental Insurance

Dental Insurance from Physic-
ians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just
a discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844-580-1387 www.
dental50plus.com/river #6258

For Rent

Newly built log-style 1,156 sq.
ft. home. $1,749/mo, 52633 Mc-
Kenzie Hwy, Blue River.

Featuring 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, and a versatile loft area
perfect for an office or extra bed-
room, this home provides am-
ple space for your lifestyle. The
kitchen boasts a new full-sized
stainless-steel refrigerator, electric
stove, microwave, and beautiful
new wood cabinetry. A stackable
washer and dryer add conven-
ience to everyday living. Owner
just added a stand-alone storage
shed. Tenants are responsible for
all utilities. Contact Campus Con-
nection Property Management
(541) 556-1144. b9/18

Funeral Home

Major Family Funeral Home.
Family Owned Since 1961.
Funerals ° Burials © Cremations °
Monuments ° Keepsakes ° Video
Tributes. 541-746-9667.

Personal

If you want to drink, that’s your
business. If you want to stop, that’s
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 5:00-
6:00pm at the McKenzie Valley
Presbyterian ~ Church, 88393
Walterville Loop, a block from
the Walterville Shopping Center.
N/c-sub 5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons

Now accepting piano students
- Beginners, Intermediate and
Advanced - all ages. Profes-
sional jazz pianist, classically
trained with years of teaching
experience. Located in Leaburg.
Please call or text 408.391.3477
or email; kimberly@liquidsister.
com. http://www.liquidsister.com
SKP-8/16ruc

Quilters/Needle Crafters

The Leaburg Sew & So’s are
meeting most Friday afternoons
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue
Training Center.  Please call
Sara at (541) 896-3059 for more
information.S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Services
Natures Friend Beautifying
Co.  Property/rental  cleanup,

restoration, tree work, blackberry

& ivy destruction, pressure
washing, Int/ext. painting,
furniture  refurbishing.  Free

appliance removal. Call Scottish
541-913-8477.  SB=JAB-2/27-
3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give
me a call! The Wall Doctor -

Serving the McKenzie River area.
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

DIVORCE  $130. Complete
preparation. Includes children,
custody, support, property and
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks
possible. 503-772-5295. www.pa-
ralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous tax credit for 2025.

Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and get paid.

Get your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-
866-249-8679.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or headaches.
Sell your car to Peddle.

Easy three step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment.
Call 1-855-980-4382.

The bathroom of your dreams
in as little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments
and No Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify.

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed
by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-844-659-1070 to
schedule aFREE inspectionand no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off
your entire order. Plus, Military &
Seniors get an additional 10% off.
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North America—is
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now  featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-855-900-9151

Help this dog
find his new home

Truman is a male shepherd/col-
lie mix whose owner passed away
suddenly from a heart attack. He is
about 20 months old and friendly
with people and other dogs. He is
not neutered but we are willing to
have it done when we find a home
for him. If you’re interested in
making him part of your family, or
know someone who is, please call
541-822-3358 and leave a mes-
sage.

This Space

For Rent

rivref2@gmail.com



https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/16/extras/career-choice/9217.html
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LEGENDARY ATHLETES

ACROSS

1. Capital of Tibet

6. Templeton of “Charlotte’s
Web”

9. Maisie Williams on “Game of
Thrones”

13. Poisonous plant

14. UN labor grp.

15. George Orwell to Eric
Arthur Blair

16. Movie genre

17. Shark part

18. Ax mark

19. *First Native American to

win Olympic Gold

21. *The Great One of hockey
23. Be indisposed

24. Disfigure

25. Du Bois’ initials

28. Hoodwink

30. Baking soda

35. Bypass

37 “Breaking Bad” product
39. Spelunker

40. Orchestra member

41. Charles Dickens™*____
House”

43. Family room staple

Solution on Page 9

Solution on Page 9

44, Like United States Capitol
46.“Cogito ____ sum”

47 Tongue-____

48. Stockholm dwellers

50. *Tiger Woods has won this
award the most times

52. On the wagon

53. Silage

55. Almond-induced state?
57 *Jordan or Phelps

61. *Female player with most
Open Era Grand Slams

64. Infant’s woe

65. Seafood selection

67 Practical

69. Stopped sleeping

70. Pigeon sound

71. *Most decorated gymnast

72. Red, or excessively bureau-

cratic, one
73. End of a fuse?
74. Balance sheet entry

DOWN

1. Drug in “Fear and Loathing in
Las Vegas”

2. John Mellencamp’s“____ So
Good”

3. Nanny in East Asia

4. Polynesian island country
5. Tick or mite

6. Abundant

7 *Boxer a.k.a. The People’s
Champion

8. Kingdom in South Pacific
9. Loads (2 words)

10. Nabisco cracker

11. Noisy talk

12. Like Zombie’s skin color
15. Low on hemoglobin

20. Perfectly vertical
22.Adam’s body part

24. Measured, like electricity on

utility bill

25. *Tied for most PGA Tour
wins

26. Curve like a bow

27. Biotic community

29.*O Rei of soccer
31.Throw a line

32. Steer clear of

33. Send to a specialist, e.g.
34. *NFLs 7-time Super Bowl
champion

36. Got ready to drive

38. Old witches, usually

42. Small steep-sided hill, in
Africa

45, Vandalize

49. Johnny Nash’'s “l Can ____
See Clearly Now”

51. West African people

54. Choose by vote

56. Abominable snowmen
57 Med. sch. requirement
58. *Hall of Famer Bob Feller’s
home state

59. Hoofbeat sound

60. Nature walk

61. Narrow aperture

62. Zilches

63. Away from wind

66. Many, many moons

68. Approx.

Emergency? Call 1

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!

Click here or go to:
tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

v Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids

With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps.
No prescriptions.

Call 833-884-0041

to get your 45-day risk free trial.
TS

Need to talk?

Call 988
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Despite My Efforts Even My Prayers

Have Turned
By Kaveh Akbar

Holy father I can’t pretend

I’m not afraid to see you again
but I’ll say that when the time
comes I believe my courage
will expand like a sponge
cowboy in water. My earth-
father was far braver than me —
coming to America he knew

no English save Rolling Stones
lyrics and how to say thanks
God. Will his goodness roll
over to my tab and if yes, how
soon? I’m sorry for neglecting
your myriad signs, which seem
obvious now as a hawk’s head
on an empty plate. I keep waking
up at the bottom of swimming
pools, the water reflecting
whatever I miss most: whiskey-
glass, pill bottles, my mother’s
oleander, which was sweet

and evergreen but toxic in all
its parts. I know it was silly

to keep what I kept from you;
you’ve always been so charmed
by my weaknesses. I just figured
you were becoming fed up with
all your making, like a virtuoso
trying not to smash apart her
flute onstage. Plus, my sins
were practically devotional:
two peaches stolen from

a bodega, which were so sweet
I savored even the bits I flossed
out my teeth. I know it’s

no excuse, but even thinking
about them now I’m drooling.
Consider the night I spent reading
another man’s lover the Dream
Songs in bed — we made it to

SUDOKU SOLUTION

into Threats

“a green living/drops

limply” before we were
tangled into each other, cat
still sleeping at our feet. Allow
me these treasures, Lord.

Time will break what doesn’t
bend — even time. Even you.

Kaveh Akbar is the author of
Pilgrim Bell (Graywolf Press,
2021) and Calling a Wolf a Wolf
(AliceJames Books,2017; Penguin
UK, 2018). He is also the author
of the chapbook Portrait of the
Alcoholic (Sibling Rivalry, 2017)
and editor of The Penguin Book of
Spiritual Verse: 110 Poets on the
Divine (2022). Akbar has received
numerous honors, including the
Levis Reading Prize, the 2016
Ruth Lilly and Dorothy Sargent
Rosenberg  Poetry Fellowship,
Pushcart Prizes, and a Civitella
Ranieri Fellowship. He is the
founding editor of Divedapper, a
home for interviews with major
voices in contemporary poetry.
Born in Tehran, Iran, he teaches
at the University of lIowa and in
the low-residency MFA programs
at Randolph College and Warren
Wilson College. His poems appear
in The New Yorker, Poetry, PBS
NewsHour, the Paris Review, Best
American Poetry, the New York
Times, and elsewhere. Since 2020,
Akbar has served as poetry editor
for The Nation.

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

Tested and proven Leaf{Filter
gutter protection. - FeieEnon
Loafiter”
America’s #1 gutter
protection’

Tested and proven, see how LeafFilter stacks up against other
leading options — and why it's trusted by over 1 million homeowners.
LeafFilter’ Common hood style

Filters 14+ gallons of water per minute Gan overflow during heavy rain

Does not disturb your shingles Can disturb shingles / void roof warranty
Added to your existing gutter system New gutters required
Surgical grade micromesh Flimsy and cheap materials

Aesthetio profile Larger, bulkier profile

and estimate today!

1-844-659-1070

Promo Code: 285

Special offer- Save up to*

25% off

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

a
includes 15% off itional 10%

test of gutter in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the
f for quali seniors. O: i

with any ott . One coupon per igati i y details. AR
HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL OBCOS6678, IA C127230, ID ROE-51604, LA 569544, MA 213292, MD MHIGH11226, HIC164488, MI 262300381, 262300330, 262300829, 262300328,
262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PAI79643, Rl GC-41364, TN 10981,
UT 10783658-5601, VA 2706169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 637-DCFRR WV WV056912.

ic for 1 year.

AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT

Enneroency? Call
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Oregon’s New Wildlife Plan Gets Green Light

State Sets Course for Wildlife Protection

The McKenzie River, known for its clear water and vital fish habitat, is
among the ecosystems that could benefit from Oregon’s newly approved

State Wildlife Action Plan.

A long-awaited update to Ore-
gon’s roadmap for protecting fish
and wildlife has been approved,
bringing new momentum—and
new funding—to conservation ef-
forts across the state.

The Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife (ODFW) announced
that its 2026 State Wildlife Action
Plan has received final approval
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. The plan outlines how the
state will work to protect habitats,
support struggling species, and
prevent more animals from becom-
ing endangered.

More than 300 species in Or-
egon are currently considered at
risk, from well-known animals like
salmon and golden eagles to less-
er-known species found only in the
state. The updated plan is designed
to focus resources where they can
make the biggest difference.

il
W

“This gives us a clearer path
forward,” said ODFW Director
Debbie Colbert. “It helps ensure
we’re investing in the right places
to protect Oregon’s wildlife for
the future.”

The plan highlights growing
challenges such as habitat loss,
climate change, invasive spe-
cies, and pollution—factors that
continue to put pressure on eco-
systems statewide. It also places
greater emphasis on helping spe-
cies adapt to a changing climate
and improving habitat conditions
before populations decline fur-
ther.

State officials say one of the key
improvements is a more detailed
and updated list of species most in
need of conservation, along with
better tools for addressing threats
on the ground. The plan also en-
courages closer collaboration with

A Moment
in Oregon
History

By Rick Steber
(www.ricksteber.com)

April 16 - In 1911 a group of
forward thinkers organized the
Pacific Highway Association to
spearhead the building of a road
through the Pacific Northwest,
extending north to Canada and
south to Mexico. The route chosen
followed the Siskiyou Trail, an old
Indian trail that had been used by
the fur trappers and later by pack
trains, wagons and stagecoaches.
Federal and state money was
appropriated and when the
highway, U.S. 99, was officially
opened in 1923 the 341-mile route
across Western Oregon sparked
an economic boon to roadside
businesses as motorists traveled
the 2,500 miles on the first border-
to-border paved road west of the
Mississippi River.

tribes, landowners, and local com-
munities.

Alongside the plan’s approval
comes a significant shift in how
Oregon will fund conservation
work.

For the first time, the state will
have a dedicated funding source
for at-risk species, thanks to House
Bill 4134, signed into law this
week by Governor Tina Kotek.
The measure increases the state’s
transient lodging tax by 1.25 per-
cent, with a portion of the revenue
earmarked for wildlife and habitat
conservation.

Historically, most fish and wild-
life funding in Oregon has come
from hunting and fishing license
fees. Supporters of the new law
say it broadens that base and re-
flects the wider public interest in
protecting wildlife.

The bill passed with bipartisan
support and backing from a large
coalition of conservation groups,
industry organizations, and com-
munity partners.

Officials say the combination of
a newly approved plan and a sta-
ble funding source marks a major
step forward.

The new funding will take ef-
fect Jan. 1, 2027. In the meantime,
ODFW will work with partners
to determine how the money will
be spent as part of the state’s next
budget cycle.

State leaders say the goal is
simple: keep Oregon’s diverse
wildlife—from rivers to deserts
to the coast—healthy and thriving
for generations to come.

Fishing
Report

McKenzie River: All hatchery
rainbow trout released into the
McKenzie River are marked with
anadipose fin clip and anglers must
release all non fin-clipped (wild)
trout in the mainstem river. The
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie
River below the Hayden Bridge -
and the McKenzie River upstream
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp
at Blue River - are restricted to
angling with lures and flies only,
and all trout must be released.

Trout Stocking Schedule: Trout
stocking is underway on many
lakes and reservoirs throughout
the state. Releases of 8” to 10”
hatchery fish were: Blue River
Reservoir — 3,500, Blue River
—1750.

Fish Counts
April 13, Willamette Falls
Spring Chinook — 402
Summer Steelhead — 714

Not sure why
BUSINESS IS SLOW?

is not just a saying in business.

Advertise today and let your business be in
sight and in the minds of potential customers

McKenzie

River Reflections

rivref2@gmail.com

541-822-3358
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StubHub charged me $3,300
for tickets | never received
— can | get my money back?

When Paul Avron’s daughter
buys Coldplay tickets from
StubHub, she expects a memorable
night out. But as the concert
approaches, the tickets still
haven'’t arrived, and StubHub’s
FanProtect guarantee seems to
vanish. Can she get her money
back?

I’'m hoping you can help me.
My daughter purchased three
tickets for a Coldplay show in
Miami through StubHub months
in advance for $1,027. On the day
of the concert, the app showed the
tickets were “being released.” But
as showtime approached, nothing
arrived. StubHub refunded the
tickets.

My daughter called StubHub
repeatedly, asking for replacement
tickets. The last rep she spoke
to refused, saying we’d have to
purchase new tickets. He said
there were tickets available for
just $1 more than what we paid
and sent a link. We clicked it
and bought them with my Chase
Bonvoy card, only to find out that
they were $1,000 each — more
than $3,300 in total. I disputed the
purchase with my credit card and
we did not see the show.

StubHub has refused to issue
a refund. But if StubHub had
provided the tickets my daughter
purchased or offered real
replacements, I wouldn’t be in
this mess. Can you help me get
my $3,300 back?

Paul Avron, Parkland, Fla.

StubHub’s FanProtect guarantee
is supposed to give customers
peace of mind when buying
tickets on its resale platform. The
company promises “valid tickets
or your money back.” But as your
experience shows, that promise
can fall apart when tickets don’t
show up and there’s confusion
over pricing.

You did almost everything right.
You contacted StubHub multiple
times, escalated to executives in
writing, and even involved your
credit card company. Still, the
company resisted refunding you,
despite the fact that you never
used the tickets and were clearly
overcharged.

I say “almost” because you
purchased the nonrefundable
replacement tickets quickly, and
apparently without checking the
full amount. Always, always
double-check the total before
pushing that “buy” button.
Otherwise you could end up with
three overpriced and unwanted
concert tickets.

You have some consumer
protections that mighthave applied
to your situation. Under the Fair
Credit Billing Act, you have the
right to dispute unauthorized or
incorrect charges with your credit
card company. In cases like yours
— where the charge was far higher
than you expected — your card
issuer is required to investigate
and, if the dispute is valid, issue
a chargeback. But StubHub did
disclose the final amount, which
is probably why your credit card
company won’t help.

StubHub also operates under
Florida’s ticket resale laws,
which require clear disclosure
of ticket costs and prohibit
deceptive practices. Together,
these protections give consumers
powerfulleveragewhencompanies
refuse refunds for undelivered or
misrepresented tickets, especially

when the company’s own policy
isn’t working.

Sometimes, a brief, polite email
to one of StubHub’s executives
(I list their names on elliott.
org, my advocacy site) can help.
Unfortunately, in your case, it did
not.

Your case is a reminder to
double-check ticket prices
before completing a purchase
— especially in high-pressure
moments like just before an
event. It also shows the limits
of “guarantees” from ticket
resellers, which can fall short
when inventory issues arise. In
situations like this, documenting
every interaction and escalating
early is essential. And if that fails,
a consumer advocacy group like
ours can help hold companies
accountable.

Ireached out to StubHub on your
behalf, forwarding your timeline,
receipts, and correspondence. The
company reviewed your case and
agreed to reverse the charges.

“We’re truly sorry this
customer missed an event that
was so meaningful to them,” a
representativetoldme. “Whentheir
original tickets were not delivered,
we issued a full refund under our
FanProtect Guarantee. We also
refunded a second, accidental
purchase — even though it didn’t
qualify under our standard policy
— to make things right. We know
how important live experiences
are and remain committed to
supporting fans when things don’t
go as planned.”

Christopher  Elliott is the
founder of Elliott Advocacy
(https://elliottadvocacy.org), a
nonprofit organization that helps
consumers solve their problems.
Email him at chris@elliott.org
or get help by contacting him at
https:/lelliottadvocacy.org/help/

© 2026 Christopher Elliott

Annual Mestng My S0

In addition to hearing about the state of the cooperative and learning from preparedness
leaders and community groups, members will also enjoy a complimentary door prize, lunch
catered by Hole in the Wall BBQ, and a raffle. Prizes include a dualfuel generator, Yeti

cooler, and charging bank.

(541) 484-1151 -

www.laneelectric.com

Challenging Fire Season

Continued From Page 1

supported by fully staffed Type 4
engines and a fuels program with
three qualified personnel. While
core staffing and equipment are in
place, Trapanese noted that day-
to-day operations continue to be
complicated by the lack of storage
space for tools and supplies.

“We have the people and the
equipment we need for initial at-
tack,” he said, “but the loss of
infrastructure still affects how ef-
ficiently we can operate.”

More concerning, however,
are the environmental conditions
shaping up across the region.
Trapanese reported that access to
Carpenter Mountain Lookout was
open in March - months earlier
than normal this year - an indica-
tor of an unusually low snowpack.
Combined with below-average
rainfall, the conditions suggest a
longer and more dangerous fire
season ahead.

“These are the kinds of indica-
tors we watch closely,” he said.
“When snowpack is this low and
fuels are already drying out, it
changes how early fires can start
and how fast they can spread.”

In response, the Forest Service
is adopting a more aggressive
suppression posture, including in
wilderness areas where firefight-
ing tactics have historically been
more limited. Trapanese -cited
recent fires that required heavier
personnel deployment than typi-
cally allowed under the Wilder-
ness Act, reflecting what he called
“a shift toward quicker, more de-
cisive action.”

Additional regional and nation-
al resources are also expected to
bolster local responses, including
increased aircraft availability and
faster mobilization on emerging
incidents.

“We’re seeing more support ear-
lier in the season,” he said. “That
helps us keep fires small, which is
always the goal.”

While the ranger district’s ef-
forts were a focal point of the
discussion, the meeting also
highlighted broader coordination
across agencies working to reduce
wildfire risk.

Brendan J. Irsfeld, Lane Coun-
ty’s emergency coordinator, de-
scribed ongoing work to finalize a
countywide wildfire risk reduction
plan that reflects the distinct needs
of different regions, including the
McKenzie Valley. The plan, he
said, emphasizes practical, near-
term actions and stronger align-
ment between local, state and fed-
eral partners.

State Fire Marshal regional co-
ordinator Kelsey Scandle echoed
that sentiment, noting that Lane
County’s planning process is
emerging as a model for other
regions “due to its emphasis on
regional collaboration and action-
able strategies.”

Discussions also touched on
utility preparedness, evacuation
challenges and the development
of “resilience hubs”—hardened
community sites that could pro-
vide refuge during disasters when
evacuation is not possible.

Still, the clearest message of the
morning came from the McKenzie
River Ranger District: conditions
are changing, and preparation is
critical.

“With the kind of weather pat-
terns we’re seeing, we have to be
ready earlier and stay ready lon-
ger,” Trapanese said. “Our priori-
ty is always the same —protecting
lives, communities and the people
out there doing the work.”

Because your customers
are reading it.

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
Mo Repairs. No Fuss.

+ Fair Cash Offer
LiI BUHS « Quick Closing

« Mo Houwse Repairs
« Simple Home Sale

* Mo Realtor Fees » Convenient Closing Date

Call (866) 249-8679

Emergency? Call 911
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Supporting Every Learner: Literacy,
Intervention, and Preparation

By Lane Tompkins
Superintendent
McKenzie Schools

Thank you to all of our
parents, guardians, and students
who took the time to participate
in conferences last week. Strong
school-home partnerships make a
meaningful difference in student
success, and we appreciate the
opportunity to connect, reflect
on progress, and set goals for the
final quarter of the year.

As we move into the second
week of the fourth quarter, I'd like
to highlight an important part of
how we support student learning
in our elementary classrooms, our
use of Response to Intervention,
or RTI, particularly in the area of
literacy.

RTI is a structured approach
that helps us ensure every student
receives the level of support they
need to be successful. In practice,
this means all students receive
strong core instruction, and those
who need additional support
receive targeted interventions in
small groups. These supports are
based on regular data and progress
monitoring, allowing staff to
adjust instruction and respond to
student needs in real time.

In literacy, this work is
especially  important.  Early
reading skills are foundational
to long-term academic success,
and our elementary staff works
diligently to ensure students build
strong skills in reading, writing,
and comprehension. Through
RTI, we are able to provide timely
support, celebrate growth, and
help students build confidence as
learners.

Later this week, several of
our elementary teachers will
continue building their expertise

by attending the  Oregon
RTI Conference in Eugene.
Opportunities like this allow

our staff to learn from experts,
collaborate with educators from
across the state, and bring back
new strategies to support our
students. We are grateful for
their commitment to continuous
improvement and professional
learning.

At the same time, we are
preparing for an important
milestone, state assessments,
which officially begin next week
in our elementary classrooms. As
we have shared previously, these
assessments  provide valuable

information about student learning
and help guide instruction and
support. They also help us
understand how our students are
progressing in relation to state
standards.

Families can support students
during this time by helping
maintain  consistent  routines,
ensuring students get plenty of
rest, and encouraging a positive
mindset. Reminding students to
simply do their best can go a long
way in helping them feel confident
and prepared.

Looking ahead, we are also
excited to welcome our future
students and families at our
upcoming Kindergarten Round-
Up next Thursday. If you have
a child who will be entering
kindergarten next year and have
not yet received an invitation,
please contact the elementary
office. This is an important first
step in building connections with
our youngest learners and their
families.

This week starts out a bit
slower in terms of events but
builds as it progresses. On
Wednesday, we will celebrate the
accomplishments of our middle
and high school students during
our 3rd Quarter Assembly in 7th
period. That evening, the District
Board of Directors will meet,
beginning with an Executive
Session at 4:30 p.m., followed by
their regular meeting at 5:30 p.m.,
and concluding with a Budget
Committee Orientation at 7:00
p-m., marking the official start of
the budget season.

On Thursday and Friday, the
Oregon RTI Conference will take
place in Eugene, with several
of our elementary teachers
in attendance. On Friday, the
WATERS class will visit the H.J.
Andrews Experimental Forest,
providing a valuable outdoor
learning experience. On Saturday,
our high school track team will
travel to North Marion to compete
in the North Marion Invitational.

As we continue through
the fourth quarter, our focus
remains on supporting every
student’s growth. Through strong
instruction, targeted  support,
ongoing learning for our staff,
and partnership with families, we
are working to ensure all students
have what they need to succeed.

Thank you for your continued
support of McKenzie schools.

Consumer Cellular-

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG

WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

Fish wheels
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Oregon Historical Society

A 1937 photograph by photographer Ray Atkeson shows two gillnet fish-
ermen pulling in the nets on their gasoline-powered “Bowpicker” fishing
boat on the lower Columbia River near Astoria.

The legislation  Kitzhaber
sponsored  called for  the
elimination of gillnet fishing in the
main channel of the river, shunting
it off into side areas where the
fishing is less productive; and cut
the commercial operators’ share of
the total take back to, eventually,
20 percent of the total allowable
catch, leaving 80 percent for the
sportfishers, who would also
essentially have exclusive fishing
rights on the main-stem river.

It remains to be seen, of course,
whether this will transform the
Columbia into a sportfishing
paradise as hoped, or simply
kill off the vestigial remains of
what was once the region’s top
industry.

Regardless of how that works
out, though, the fish wheels are
gone for good ... well, kind of
gone for good.

On the Okanagan River, about
10 years ago, the Washington

(541) 484-1151 -

McKenzie Students of the Month

For the month of March we focused on “Respectful” in our RIVER acronym.
We looked for students who “respect school staff and peers, are helpful and con-
siderate of others, actively listen to all speakers, and communicate positively.”

7th grade student Conrad Drake has a deep respect
for education in general, as well as for his teachers
and peers. He has advanced knowledge of the sub-
ject matter in class, yet continues to show a strong
desire to learn more and improve. Classmates con-
tinually seek him out for help and guidance with their
projects, and he consistently supports them with pa-
tience and kindness. Conrad is a great role model
for his peers, and his positive attitude and consistent
behavior make him stand out as one of the most re-
spectful students in middle school.

12th grade student Paiten Clevenger consistently
brings positivity and kindness to those around her.
She makes a point to greet staff with a friendly hel-
lo, creating a welcoming environment wherever she
goes. She is kind to all students and is known for
being a supportive and dependable friend.
Through her involvement in student leadership, she
demonstrates a strong commitment to helping oth-
ers, always showing thoughtfulness and considera-
tion. Her actions have made a meaningful and last-
ing impact at McKenzie River Community School.

LANEELECTRI
Your Touchstone Energy/A& ooperative <

www.laneelectric.com
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Department of Fish and Wildlife
started using a fish wheel in a new
way — to count fish, not can them.
The baskets scoop juvenile fish
out of the water without snaring
or hooking them, and because it
all happens so fast they don’t have
much chance to hurt themselves
flailing around in an underwater
net. Once in the fish-pen, they
can be logged, tagged with tiny
electronic tags and sent on their
way to the ocean, none the worse
for wear.

It’s an interesting new, positive
role for an old technology that
most people think is responsible
for a goodly share of the collapse
of the biggest salmon fishery on
the West Coast.

(Sources: “Columbia
River History,” Center for
Columbia River History, ccrh.
org; Martin, Irene. “Gillnet
Fishing,” Oregon Encyclopedia,
oregonencyclopedia.org;  Kytr,
Hobe. “2017 Deadline Approaches
...,J Chinook Observer, 8-31-
2016; “Oregon  Commission
Hears Review of Fishing Reforms
...,7 Columbia Basin Bulletin,
cbbulletin.com, 4-22-2016)

FinnJ.D. John teaches at Oregon
State University and writes about
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His
most recent book, Bad Ideas and
Horrible People of Old Oregon,
published by Ouragan House last
year. To contact him or suggest a
topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com or
541-357-2222.

Thank you
to the subscribers
and advertisers
that support
River Reflections’
mission to connect
McKenzie area
residents with local
news, activities,
accomplishments,
and history

Eneery? Cal

Ads in

newspapers.
[=1xrig [=1
=17

Invest in
your business

McKenzie River
Reflections are now tax-
deductible in support of
Civic Journalism.

The Civic Journalism mission of McKenzie River Reflections is approved, sponsored, and
monitored by the Oregon Public Information Partnership, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
created for people to make tax deductible contributions to independent Oregon community

Go to tinyurl.com/25ahf3jx and click the “Donate” link for an online contribution.
o Or mail a check to OPIP/McKenzie River Reflections Civic Journalism
P.O. Box 727, McMinnville, OR 97128



https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/16/extras/supporting-every-learner-literacy-intervention-and-preparation/9221.html
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Sheriff’s
Report

Continued From Page 3

5:11 p.m: Arrest - 87800 blk,
Cedar Flat Rd.

April 11: 3:12 a.m: Assist Fire
Department - 90600 blk, Nadeau
Rd.

9:42 a.m: Dead Animal - 8100
blk, Thurston Rd.

1:10 p.m: Animal Complaint -
Camp Creek Rd.

2:24 p.m: Suspicious Conditions
- 91800 blk, Mill Creek Rd.

3:41 p.m: Disabled Vehicle -
Marcola Rd.

5:21 p.m: Tree Down - 55300
blk, McK. River Dr.

5:23 p.m: Traffic Hazard -
190000 blk, Marcola Rd.

5:59 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 93100 blk, Marcola Rd.

8:05 p.m: Location of Stolen
Vehicle - 38400 blk, Shotgun
Creek Rd.

April 12: 1:33 p.m: Reckless
Driving - 42800 blk, McK. Hwy.

7:03 p.m: Menacing — 36400
blk, Camp Creek Rd.

April 13: 2:27 am: Alarm -
39200 blk, McK. Hwy.

7:04 a.m: Assist, Follow Up -
42700 blk, McK. Hwy.

12:11 p.m: Assist, Follow Up -
38800 blk, McK. Hwy.

12:14 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 87800 blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

1:53 p.m: Warrant Service -
Marcola Rd.

7:50 p.m: Screaming - Paschelke
Rd.

10:00 p.m: Disabled Vehicle
— McK. View Dr. & Mp. 2.

Comments, as reported, may
not be complete or accurate. If
further information is required
contact the Lane County
Sheriff’s Office.

McKenzie Fire
& Rescve

Continued From Page 3

17:48: McK. Hwy./Partridge
Ln. MVA. Non-Blocking, Traffic
Control, Scene Turned Over to
OSP.

9:32: 8900 blk, McK. Hwy.
Medical, Trauma. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.

April 12: 3:34: 50000 blk, McK.
Hwy. Medical, General. Patient
Assessed, Refusal Obtained.

3:53: McK. Hwy./Mp. 16.
MVA. Non-Injury, Non-Blocking,
Vehicle Flagged. Scene Turned
Over to OSP.

5:24: 36400 blk, Camp Creek
Rd. Medical, General. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.

McK. Fire & Rescue will
hold its monthly Board of
Directors meeting on Monday,
Monday, April 20", at noon, in
the Leaburg Training Center,
42870 McK. Hwy. The district
maintains Facebook, Twitter,
and web pages. If you have a
question or concern about any
Fire District business, give Chief
Bucich a call @ 541-896-3311. If
he is unavailable, please leave
a message and he will respond
ASAP.

Emergency? Call $11

Conservation groups hold public meetings
on forest protections after feds won't

US: [Forest Semiee

The Still Creek area in the Mt. Hood National Forest is part of 2 million
acres of Oregon land protected by the federal Roadless Rule.

By Alex Baumhardt
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Before issuing sweeping pro-
tections on more than 30% of
U.S. Forest Service-managed
lands in 2001, federal officials
spent more than a year hold-
ing 600 meetings across Western
states and received more than 1.6
million public comments.

But federal officials have not
held a single public meeting since
they announced in August an ef-
fort to terminate the 2001 Road-
less Rule, which prohibits road
construction, logging and min-
ing on roughly 60 million acres
of public land, including about 2
million acres of forests in Oregon.
In an email a spokesperson for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
which oversees the Forest Service,
said: “The decision on whether to
host public meetings comes at a
later phase of the process.”

For now, U.S. Rep. Andrea Sa-
linas — a Democrat representing
Oregon’s Willamette Valley and
ranking member of the House
Agriculture Committee’s forestry
subcommittee — and several con-
servation groups led by the Ore-
gon chapter of the Sierra Club are
taking up the mantle.

Salinas and the Sierra Club host-
ed a public meeting Wednesday at
the Ecotrust building in Portland,
where roughly 60 audience mem-
bers could give verbal comments

or submit written ones. It was one
of three public meetings on the
Roadless Rule they scheduled this
month, including a Monday meet-
ing in Bend with roughly 150 at-
tendees, according to organizers,
and another scheduled for April
14 in Eugene.

The USDA has so far opened
a single three-week comment pe-
riod since its leader, Brooke Roll-
ins, proposed terminating the rule
in August. Salinas told the audi-
ence a second comment period
would open soon. The first public
comment period brought in more
than 600,000 comments, most of
which expressed opposition to any
rollback of the Roadless Rule.

“Our next opportunity for pub-
lic comment will open any day
now, and I will again use this op-
portunity to demand this admin-
istration change course,” Salinas
said.

Last summer, she introduced the
Roadless Area Conservation Act
to enshrine the rule in federal law,
but it does not yet have enough
support to pass. In the House, 78
of her colleagues have signed on
as co-sponsors, including Oregon
Democratic Reps. Suzanne Bon-
amici, Janelle Bynum and Maxine
Dexter, as have 25 U.S. Senators.
The state’s two other representa-
tives, Democrat Val Hoyle and
Republican Cliff Bentz, have not
signed on as sponsors.

Day At The Track

Continued From Page 1

what a Park, indeed! Do we dare
take just a minute to pump our
chests before we settle back to a
more respectful thankfulness for
our beautiful and iconic Aaron
and Marie Jones Community
Track venue? Anyhow you look
at it, Saturday’s meet was a huge
success, full of great competition,
smiles, hamburgers and hot dogs,
a few frogs, and three steeple-
chase races.

When the last race was run and
the final discus athlete threw her
final plate, Thunderbird had his
way, racing across Hi Yu ridge
from Oakridge, throwing down
his driving rain and high winds.
Only, he was late to the party, and
only caught a couple of fellows
still tightening the tarps on the
high jump and pole vault pads. It
was all-good, we needed the rain.

The USDA spokesperson said
comments collected so far will be
released in the coming months,
and another public comment pe-
riod will follow, though they did
not provide any other timing de-
tails.

“Repealing the Roadless Rule is
more important than ever because
24.5 million acres of the Wildland
Urban Interface, where forests
meet communities, are either in
Roadless areas or within a mile of
Roadless — making increased ac-
cess a major public safety issue,”
they wrote, adding that the move
would support President Donald
Trump’s executive orders meant
to increase logging and energy
development on federal lands.

Roadless areas in Oregon in-
clude Iron Mountain in the Wil-
lamette National Forest, Joseph
Canyon in Wallowa County,
Tumalo Mountain in central Or-
egon and Lookout Mountain in
the Ochoco National Forest.

Jared Kennedy, who works for
the Greater Hells Canyon Council
in Enterprise, said at Wednesday’s
meeting there are already 26,000
miles of roads across Forest Ser-
vice lands in eastern Oregon,
southeast Washington and north-
central Idaho.

“That’s more than enough miles
of road to circle the Earth and then
still drive to Portland from Enter-
prise and back,” he said.

Some attendees had worked
on passing the Roadless Rule
and spoke at public meetings the
Forest Service held in 1999 and
2000. Among them was Kristin
Faulkner, who said issues that
spurred the rule in the first place
have only gotten worse, as climate
change, declining snowpacks
and biodiversity loss accelerate
drought, floods and wildfire.

“Here we are 26 years later, or
six presidential terms later, or a
generation later, to again defend
why we desperately need the
Roadless Rule to remain fully in-
tact more than ever before,” she
said.

She and others argued that intact

forests have far-reaching benefits,
including keeping water clean for
fish and humans. Nearly 90% of
people in the West are served by
public drinking water systems that
rely on water from national forest
and grasslands. Commenters also
discussed the massive amounts of
carbon forests take-in and store,
and that would otherwise enter
the atmosphere as gas, further in-
creasing global temperatures and
climate change.

The largest roadless area in the
U.S., the Tongass National Forest
in Alaska, holds 44% of all the
carbon stored by the United States’
national forests and is home to
some of the last old-growth stands
in the country.

A firefighter at the meeting dis-
cussed his concerns with more
roads in forests given 85% of
wildland fires are caused by hu-
mans, and 90% of those start
within a half mile of roads, ac-
cording to Forest Service data.
Others discussed the already low
funding and growing backlog of
maintenance needs on existing
roads in national forests.

Jordan Latter, a manager at
Bark, a conservation watchdog
group dedicated to protecting the
Mt. Hood National Forest, cited a
recent Pew Charitable Trusts re-
port showing a $6.4 billion road
maintenance backlog within the
National Forest system. He added
that the roads in Mt. Hood alone
need $72 million of investment to
be brought up to standard.

“And what is in the president’s
fiscal year 2027 budget proposal?
$73 million for road maintenance
— for the entire National Forest
system,” he said.

Senior reporter Alex Baum-
hardt covers education and the
environment for the Oregon Capi-
tal Chronicle. Before coming to
Oregon, she was a national radio
producer and reporter covering
education for American Public
Media’s documentaries and in-
vestigations unit, APM Reports.
She earned a master’s degree in
digital and visual media as a U.S.
Fulbright scholar in Spain, and
has reported from the Arctic to the
Antarctic for national and interna-
tional media and from Minnesota
and Oregon for The Washington
Post.

Read River Reflections on the go
with your mobile device

Subscribe and receive the weekly color
edition via email every Tuesday

$34%/Year - tinyurl.com/2vf5caa6b
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gas and on vehicle registration
and title fees to raise revenue to
maintain current services and help
local governments to maintain
streets and roads. There are two
ballot measures affecting Lane
County, Measure 20-373 estab-
lishes a watersheds bill of rights,
to give watersheds legal protec-
tions and provide local enforce-
ment for watersheds and access to
clean, safe water. Measure 20-381
requests additional funding to sup-
port programs such as the Master
Gardener program and adds new
programming to expand youth
educational programs.

There are explanations on the
website which describe why the
ballot measure is asking for your
support, the history of the mea-
sure and how much it will cost
you. If you are more interested in
viewing the explanations, we have
videos of those explanations.

This begins to look like a lot of
work, but the League of Women
Voters has you covered. If you are
interested in finding information
in one place, the League of Wom-
en Voters produces a digital voting
guide called Vote41l (Vote4ll.
org). Vote41l offers “one-stop
shopping” for both candidates and
issues on your ballot. Enter your
address and a customized set of
information relevant to your lo-
cation is created. All candidates,
including those for East Lane
County Commissioner, have been
asked to respond to questions
from the League; names and asso-
ciated statements, if provided, for
those running in the election will
be listed. There is an exception

in closed primary states, like Or-
egon. If you are not registered
with a political party (referred to
as non-affiliated) then you will not
be able to participate in any of the
partisan primary elections and will
not receive information for those
races. See below for how to regis-
ter to vote in these races.

Vote411 also has explanations
of ballot measures, including the
background of the measure, pre-
dicted cost, and statements by sup-
porters and opponents.

You can register to vote online
through Vote411, OregonVotes.
gov or with Lane County Elec-
tions. Register or re-register to
vote before the April 28 at mid-
night deadline on-line. If you want
to vote in a partisan election, like
for US senator or Oregon House
of Representatives, you will need
to go to Oregonvotes.gov to add
the party registration to your cur-
rent registration. If your mailing
address has changed, you can also
update it on OregonVotes.gov.

Important notice: Because of
changes in the post office, mail
is not longer postmarked locally.
This means that if you mail your
ballot on Election Day, May 19, it
will almost certainly not be post-
marked on that day. The League of
Women Voters is encouraging you
to mail your ballot at least a week
before Election Day. You can also
put your ballot in an official Elec-
tions Drop Box, but the closest
ones are in Springfield, at Splash!
At Lively Park or the Springfield
City Hall.

The League of Women Voters
of Lane County

Guest Opinion
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If that were being stored in
snowpack in the mountain ranges,
which is what normally happens,
that wouldn’t be a great problem.

But the “snow water equiva-
lent” map from the National Re-
sources Conservation Service
shows Oregon’s basins (excepting
the coast, which isn’t counted the
same way) are in hot red color-
ing — extremely low snow water
percentages. Those numbers run
as low as 0% in the John Day and
the Malheur areas, but are down
to 9% even in the Willamette.

As Larry O’Neill, Oregon’s
state climatologist, told the Or-
egon Capital Chronicle, “It’s a
very worrying trend. Because it
was so warm, our snowpack just
really failed to build. Snowpack
functionally acts as a reservoir for
water. Basically, our largest res-
ervoir of water is nearly empty at
this point in time.”

Here’s a comparison: Go back
to April 2025, and you’ll see Or-
egon basins almost all bathed in
blue, with nearly all percentages
well above 100%.

Oregon hasn’t looked nearly
this dry, headed into spring and
summer, since 2015, and even that
wasn’t quite as bad as our current
readings. (The maps suggest Or-
egon’s drought may be on a level
— adjusted for normal precipita-

tion — with Nevada and Arizona.)
That year, more than two-thirds of
Oregon’s counties had drought
declarations.

In the years since then, only
2022 has come close for dryness.

Put another way, if you’re hear-
ing that this looks like a drought
year, think of conditions likely to
affect you personally. If you’re a
farmer depending on irrigation, of
course, the situation is much more
extreme. Wildfires become higher
risk in drought times too.

So what can be done?

Drought declarations by the
governor — and you can expect
to see many more before the year
is out — can help with access to
some government programs and
speeding reviews and funding,
but they can do only so much.
Conservation measures probably
should get underway now.

Maybe the best thing we can do
is use this year as an object lesson
in what to prepare for, because the
trend lines suggest we’re going to
be seeing more of this, not less.

Randy Stapilus has researched
and written about Northwest poli-
tics and issues since 1976 for a
long list of newspapers and other
publications. A former newspaper
reporter and editor, and more re-
cently an author and book pub-
lisher, he lives in Carlton.

Shop at Home, it makes Sense

After the Burn

20% of the watershed - leaving
steep slopes vulnerable to ero-
sion and waterways at risk. In
response, the Pure Water Partners
program worked with more than
300 private landowners to carry
out recovery efforts ranging from
erosion control to replanting and
fuels reduction.

Since 2021, nearly one million
native trees and shrubs have been
planted on both private and non-
federal lands, including 28,000
stems added in the final year of
planting. The effort is widely re-
garded as a model for post-fire
restoration on private lands.

Financial assistance has also
played a major role. In 2025 alone,
more than $1 million in septic
system grants was distributed to
McKenzie Valley homeowners,
although that funding is set to end
later this year.

Meanwhile, a temporary wa-
tershed recovery fee approved in
2021 has generated $10.3 million,
helping leverage an additional
$14.6 million in grants for resto-
ration work. Nearly $10 million
more has been added to support
replanting, floodplain restoration,
and strategic land acquisitions.

Other projects include large-
scale restoration efforts that are
continuing across the region.
Work at Quartz Creek was com-
pleted in 2025, and planning is
underway for a major floodplain
restoration project along the South
Fork McKenzie River, expected to
begin in 2026.

According to the report, 2025
saw relatively low wildfire ac-
tivity.  The  lightning-caused
Foley Ridge Fire burned nearly
500 acres in September and cost
more than $21 million to contain.
Smaller fires also ignited during

Continued From Page 1

the summer, and smoke from the
much larger Emigrant Fire in a
neighboring watershed affected
local air quality.

The report notes that such
events align with earlier predic-
tions that climate change would
bring more extreme conditions,
including increased wildfire risk,
reduced snowpack, and greater
stress on river systems.

Monitoring conducted at 15
sites across the watershed showed
water quality was stable, and
testing for harmful algal blooms
found no significant issues during
the spring-to-fall season.

Urban runoff along lower sec-
tions of the McKenzie continues
to be a concern.

The report also detailed ongo-
ing work with partners such as
the McKenzie Watershed Coun-
cil and McKenzie River Trust on
floodplain restoration and habitat
projects.

Commissioners

praised the

program’s regional impact, noting
that similar watershed recovery
efforts elsewhere would benefit
from the same level of coordina-
tion and funding.

Despite some progress, board
members expressed concern about
pollution sources in the lower
sections of the river, particularly
in urban areas.

Discussions  highlighted the
need for stronger strategies to
address stormwater contamination
and public behavior, alongside
continued monitoring efforts.
EWEB staff outlined ongoing
partnerships and planned projects
aimed at reducing pollution and
improving water quality.

The meeting concluded
with additional concerns about
riverbank erosion near Springfield
and potential risks to known
contamination sites, with plans to
follow up with local and federal
agencies.
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Leaburg Library’s
“Artists In Residence” Program

Welcomes Damien Namkung

The Leaburglibrary is pleased
to showcase the beautiful and
unique wood art created by Da-
mien Namkung, our featured art-
ist for April. He has a fascinating
life story that describes his profes-
sional journey which has brought
him to this place.

Damien’s bio:

“On September 26, 1974, Da-
mien was the first child born at
the Takilma Free Clinic. He was
raised on a homestead in the midst
of the Siskiyou National Forest.
He attended a two-room grade
school through the second grade
in Gasquet, California, and then
schools in Crescent City. His ear-
ly art explorations included Femo,
clay, charcoal drawing, water col-
ors, oils and acrylics. In 1992 he
moved to Vida, Oregon and at-
tended McKenzie High School
where he tried batiking. After
participating in several art classes
which included silversmithing,
he graduated from Thurston High
School in 1993.

Damien went on to join his fa-
ther making and selling hoop and
wooden drums, attending art festi-
vals in the Southwest, and teach-
ing several local drum-making
workshops.

By 1998, he became interested
in glass arts, studying at the Corn-
ing School of Glass in Corning,
New York. He worked in several
glass shops locally and began the
festival circuit in California and
Oregon. His specialties were hol-
low form vessels and fairy figu-
rines which he demonstrated at a
conference in Amsterdam, Neth-
erlands.

With access to a long-arm quilt-

ing machine, he began designing
quilt tops, sharing assembly and
finishing with freehand quilting.

In 2019, inspired by his dad,
he began working in wood using
scraps from construction sites and
wood salvaged from the Holiday
Farm Fire. He creates platters,
wall hangings, decorative shelves,
picture frames and special com-
missions.

He now does a limited number
of Pacific Northwest shows and
collaborates with other artists in-
cluding Seattle artist, Henry.

Working in an upriver studio,
Damien’s process includes burn-
ing the wood to expose the grain,
removing the char, carving, sand-
ing, applying both color and a fin-
ish.”

Damien’s beautiful wood art
pieces will be on display at the
library through April 30. This is
a remarkable collection from a
highly creative and gifted artist,
and since the individual pieces are
for sale, it is also an opportunity
for you to own something very
special.

Come - take time to browse -
and enjoy!

Faces & Places of the McKenzie River Valley
-A Leaburg Library Photo Project

We come from all walks of
life, work and play. Some of our
families have lived here for gen-
erations. Others have just arrived.
We are drawn together by a river
- the McKenzie - whose beauty
and bounty enrich our lives.

The complexity of a river is
more than we can imagine. The
McKenzie is art and science in
constant transformation. It is a
friend that inspires us, humbles
us with its force and eloquence;
and at night it lulls us to sleep, our

hearts and windows open to the
stars and moon.

Faces & Places is an on-going
photo exhibit at Leaburg Library.
Its intent is to showcase valley
residents and guests, reflecting the
unique nature of our community.
Please be a part of it.

Send your photos to duane.
noriyuki@gmail.com. Or contact
me by email or phone (970-412-
2174), and 1 will come take your
picture for free!

Welcome to Faces & Places!

Continued From Page 2

27th Cyrus Bennett, 6:05.76 min.
3000 meters: Lincoln Criddle,
Creswell, 9:54.90 min., 3rd Will
Meister, 10:34.88 min. 110m
Hurdles: Tristen Adams, Triangle
Lake, 15.73 sec. 300m Hurdles:
Tristen Adams, Triangle Lake,
42.05 sec., 4th Fen Willis, 46.15
sec. 2000m Steeplechase: Lukas
Hernandez, Philomath, 6:45.20
min., 22nd Rylee Davis, 10:05.88
min. 4x100 Relay: Philomath
(Bryce Hruska, Dreyton Nuno,
Kaden Howard, Rocco De La
Rosa), 45.94 sec., 3rd McKenzie
(Rhys Hamlow, Fen Willis, Elijah
Santiago, Andrew Munoz Brown),
47.13 sec. 4X400 Relay: Cottage
Grove (Peyton Ellison, Remington
Sharkey, Lucas O’Hara, Micah
Hanke), 3:40.94 min. Shot Put:
Jamin Peters, Philomath, 14.48m,
11th Noah Borden, 11.18m, 27th
Jacob Peek, 9.88m, 43rd Silas
Jones, 7.77m. Discus: Cayden
Hernandez, Crow, 46.09m, 19th
Noah Borden, 28.57m, 23rd
Jacob Peek, 27.03m, 40th Silas
Jones, 16.42m. Javelin: Josiah
Peters, Philomath, 53.80m, 5th
Jacob Norlund, 42.88m, 21st
Owen Young, 32.16m, 35th Cyrus
Bennett, 27.48m. High Jump: Ian
Holmes, Yoncalla, 1.78m., Pole
Vault: Brady Schreiber, La Pine,
12 ft. 3 in., 5th Rhys Hamlow, 9
ft. 6 in. Long Jump: Jax Norcutt,
Lowell, 20 ft. 4 in., 11th Rhys
Hamlow, 17 ft. 9 in., 30th Auden
Vailes, 15 ft. 9.5 in., 47th Amir
Enfield, 11 ft. 11.5 in. Triple

Jump: Dimetrius  Rodriguez,
Jefferson, 13.51m, 10th Amir
Enfield, 10.18m, 13th Avery

Thoms Purcell, 8.24m

Varsity Girls: 100 meters: Selah
Sanford, Sisters, 12.61 sec., 21st
Grace Weiss, 14.89 sec., 22nd
Liliana Jones, 15.21 sec., 32nd
Mackenzie Wickizer, 17.33 sec.
200 meters: Selah Sanford, Sisters,
26.47 sec., 9th Claire Weiss, 29.66
sec., 22nd Mackenzie Wickizer,
36.10 sec. 400 meters: Soleis
Jones, Pleasant Hill, 59.25 sec.
800 meters: Sienna Bushnell,
Philomath, 2:28.73 min., 11th
MyraDion,2:51.33 min., 14thZyla
Drake, 2:52.81 min. 1500 meters:
Cassidy Smart, Pleasant Hill,
4:48.50 min. 3000 meters: Natalee
Stevens, Mapleton, 11:20.17 min.,
5th Zyla Drake, 12:38.07 min.,
7th Myra Dion, 13:43.85 min.
100m Hurdles: Sydney Schreiber,
La Pine, 15.70 sec. 300m Hurdles:
Kylie Leonard, Creswell, 46.89
sec. 2000m Steeplechase: Cassidy
Smart, Philomath, 7:35.60 min.
4x100 Relay: Sisters (Shanitah
Few, Caroline Dean, Nona Smith,
Selah Sanford), 51.37 sec., 5th
McKenzie (Liliana Jones, Nelli
Sullivan, Claire Weiss, Mira
Willis), 56.23 sec. 4x400 Relay:
Sisters (Kaia Backouris, Selah
Sanford, Brooke Duey, Nona
Smith), 4:13.05 min. Shot Put:
Carrissalynn ~ Height, Cottage
Grove, 10.77m. Discus: Jordyn

Hood, Philomath, 29.54m. Javelin:
Carrissalynn ~ Height, Cottage
Grove, 32.09m, 21st Claire Weiss,
19.17m. High Jump: Rylee Rice,
Elmira, 1.52m. Pole Vault: Lucy
Fisher, La Pine, 10 ft. O in., 2nd
Althea Crabtree, Sisters, 10 ft. 0
in. Long Jump: Sydney Schreiber,
La Pine, 5.51m, 18th Grace
Weiss, 4.31m. 37th Lillia Meister,
3.16m. Triple Jump: Kya Bolton,
Philomath, 10.10m., 11th Grace
Weiss, 8.19m.
Team Scores

Boys Team Scoring: 1, Philo-
math 144; 2, Cottage Grove 115;
3, Creswell 48; 4, Triangle Lake
39; 5, Elmira 38; 5, Pleasant Hill
38; 7, McKenzie 36; 8, Jeffer-
son 32; 8, La Pine 32; 10, Crow
29; 11, Lowell 27; 12, Yoncalla
26; 13, Sisters 25; 14, Oakridge
17; 15, Mohawk 10; 15, Glen-
dale 10; 15, Eugene Christian 10;
18, Riddle 9; 19, Mapleton 6; 20,
Paisley 4; 21, North Lake 3; 21,
Eddyville 3.

Girls Team Scoring: 1, Philo-
math 107; 2, Sisters 97; 3, Cot-
tage Grove 83.5; 4, La Pine 82;
5, Elmira 46; 6, Pleasant Hill 42;
7, Creswell 40.5; 8, North Lake
29; 9, Jefferson 28; 10, Triangle
Lake 25; 11, Mapleton 24; 12
Alsea 23; 13, Crow 17; 14, Ed-
dyville 14; 15, McKenzie 10; 15,
Riddle 10; 17, Lowell 9; 18, Yon-
calla 6; 19.

Keep in Touch
- Weekly -
Subscribe to

the McKenzie’s
own newspaper

$34/yr

tinyurl.com/
2vi5caa6

rivref2@gmail.com
59059 Old McK. Hwy
McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

McKenzie
River Rgflzf:‘tfzwns

Use It

Lose It

Ever wonder why small businesses close? Without a supportive
local customer base it’s very hard to exist.
Economists say every dollar we spend turns over up to seven
times. That means a dollar spent “in town” equals a loss of $7 for
local trade, wages, tax support, and other community benefits. Each
$100 spent in the metro area for gas, food, and shopping translates
into a $700 gain for that community, not ours. That $700 may not

seem to amount to much to them, but it does to us.
Let’s keep part of the dollars we spend here, and working for us.

b

mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com

Shop at Home, it makes $ense
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