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Clumsy drug smugglers

PAGE 4

Most Americans would, if they learned you 
were smuggling in opium, rat you out to the 
police in a heartbeat

Gear up for cold weather
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Though snow can act as excellent mulch on 
the ground, it can also weigh down the branches 
of shrubs with frail structures
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Readers are rewarded
Library now home to a “world-class collection”

Board supports dam removal
Finances key to ending Leaburg power production

New O’Brien building coming 
Blue River will again host free public library

Blue River Drive could change
Design is now in the conceptual stage

EUGENE: In what several commissioners 
referred to as “the best of the worst” options, 
the Eugene Water & Electric Board has 
endorsed plans to remove Leaburg Dam, 
fix stretches of a leaking canal, and back 
away from some local power generation. 
The move came after 20 board sessions that 
have been discussing what to do with the 
aging facility after water seepage caused the 
hydroelectric plant’s shutdown in 2018.

Studies and negotiations with federal 
agencies are likely to go on for another ten 
years before any removal work begins but 
ongoing repairs to the canal will continue. 
Prior to the time when turbines stopped 
turning, the facility could produce 15.9 
megawatts, equivalent to around 4 percent 
of EWEB’s overall generating ability.

Not happy with the utility’s plans was 
utility customer William Henshaw who told 
the board he felt taking away the resiliency 
of local production “gives it over to hedge 
funds and windfarms or solar projects.” 
Henshaw said he was flabbergasted that 
combined costs to rehabilitate a five-mile 
canal amounted to over $1/4 billion  He also 
questioned the way EWEB had projected 
electrical rates in their calculations. “You 
sell on retail, you don’t sell on wholesale,” 
he said. “You’re not selling that electricity 
back into the market, you’re using that  
locally.”

Also giving public testimony at the 
December 3rd meeting was Bob Spencer 
of Vida. He favored the dam’s removal, 
saying it was “right for the river and a 

step forward for this natural resource.” But 
Spencer was critical of the decision to not 
include the Walterville hydro project in 
current discussions, calling it a dirt ditch 
that leaks with the “same exact problems.”

The six-part recommendation to 
decommission power generation “won’t 
result in wrecking balls coming out next 
week,” explained EWEB general manager 
Frank Lawson. “We’re dealing with issues 
that will take years, potentially decades, and 
want to be willing to take a look at the future 
as it changes.

Five items EWEB plans to address 
include permanently ending Leaburg 
electricity generation, removing the dam/
bridge, developing access to the south bank 
area, repairing the canal for tributary stream 
and stormwater runoff, and remaining open 
to “mitigating opportunities.” The sixth - an 
assessment for relicensing the Walterville 
project - would be delayed until 2030, 
allowing that project to continue generating 
electricity. 

It’s estimated restoring power generation 
would come at a cost of between $117 and 
$230 per megawatt hour. In comparison, 
buying power from the Bonneville Power 
Administration now costs $33 per megawatt 
hour.

“It’s not economically feasible relative 
to the alternatives that we have,” Lawson 
said. “We’re not just obligating the utility to 
generate at the site for another 40 years. It’s 
more like 90 to 100 years.”

BLUE RIVER: The 
town’s new library will be 
located on the corner of 
Blue River Drive and Dex-
ter Street.  After the Holiday 
Farm Fire, two lots adjoin-
ing the old O’Brien Library 
property were purchased 
with the insurance settle-
ment. The added space will 
improve access, visibility, 
parking, and septic service.

Funding for the replace-
ment includes $1.4 million 
in state funding received 
in November of 2021 and 
$600,000 in the insurance 
settlement.

PIVOT Architecture of 
Eugene was selected to de-
sign the new library, with 
the vision of providing a 
warm and welcoming space, 
as well as much-needed ser-

vices, in the heart of Blue 
River.

Like other local projects, 
building costs have in-
creased over 40% since the 
state money was received, 
so the library board has 
been working with PIVOT 
to decrease costs within 
their budget. 

“We hope to start build-
ing in late January 2023.,” 
according to building com-
mittee member Mary Sher-
man. “Our library will in-
clude a large space includ-
ing the books, a children’s 
area, and a welcoming 
reading area with comfort-
able seating, and separate 
meeting room, work room, 
bathrooms, and a covered 
area adjoining the back of 
the library.”

Committee members say 

\ BLUE RIVER: Lane 
County Public Works is de-
veloping a design concept 
for the portion of Blue Riv-
er Drive between where it 
crosses Blue River and the 
McKenzie Highway. I’m 
copying others in this email 
involved in the planning. 
Planners say the immedi-
ate need for the project is to 
provide better direction for 
people who are redevelop-
ing in the area and where 
to start measuring building 
setbacks from Blue River 
Drive.

Currently, there is a 60-
foot right-of-way along the 
roadway; however, Lane 
County code requires 90 
feet. “As you can imagine, 
that 30-foot discrepancy 
creates too much uncer-
tainty, especially in such 
a physically constrained 
area,” according to senior 
planner Becky Taylor.

Taylor says te county will 
Wider travel lanes, along with sidewalks or curbing, could be 
coming to Blue River’s main street.A rendering from Pivot Architecture of how the rebuilt 2,730-

square-foot building will take shape.

A bibliophile may be someone who collects books but Tom Ripp readily admits he’s a bibliofa-
natic. His recent donation to the new Angler’s Roost at the Leaburg Library proves it. 

LEABURG: From his 
base at Merchandise Mart 
(now the Twitter Building) 
in San Francisco, Tom 
Ripp traveled the world 
representing firms like Sony 
and SECO. That meant he 
had a lot of free time on 
planes or in hotel rooms. He 
filled it by reading and since 
starting in 1957 Ripp has 
amassed one of the world’s 
largest collections of books 
on angling.

Dam removal - Page 9

be soliciting public input 
about preferences on the 
various roadway elements 
such as parking (one side, 
both sides, or none) and 

sidewalks (next to the road 
separated by a curb or set-
back from the road with a 
planter strip).

Blue River Drive - Page 9

“The history of angling 
literature is massive,” he told 
a crowd at the dedication of 
the Angler’s Roost room 
at the Leaburg Libray last 
Saturday. For example, 
he noted the first book on 
the subject was written in 
Herefordshire, England in 
1496 - at the start of the 
printing revolution. The 
author was the abyss of St. 
Albans, who fished to supply 
food for her nunnery.. 

Another notable author, 
Isaak Walton, wrote “The 
Compleat Angler” in 1653.  
That book, Ripp noted, has 
become one of the most 
edited books in existence, 
“second only to the King 
James version of the 
Bible.”

His donation - of 560 
volumes - contains works 
ranging from “how to’s” 
to etchings or photography 

Readers - Page 7

O’Brien building - Page 10
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WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date High Low Rain Releases
12/6	 39	 30	 0	 438	cfs
12/7	 37	 27	 0	 433	cfs
12/8	 36	 32	 0.54	 433	cfs
12/9	 37	 32	 0.94	 433	cfs
12/10	 41	 36	 0.41	 417	cfs
12/11	 39	 36	 0.18	 430	cfs
12/12	 41	 36	 0.03	 433	cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
12/6	 44	 30	 t	 2,620	cfs
12/7	 48	 28	 0	 2,580	cfs
12/8	 47	 31	 0.18	 2,500	cfs
12/9	 42	 34	 0.65	 2,750	cfs
12/10	 48	 37	 0.56	 3,550	cfs
12/11	 50	 40	 0.22	 3,600	cfs
12/12	 43	 39	 0.30	 3,700	cfs

Letters to the Editor
Letters To The Editor should contain no more than 250 words. All 

letters must be signed and include an address and phone number. 
Addresses and phone numbers will not be published upon request. 
Deadline for submission is Monday at 5 pm.
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McKenzie Valley
Sunny

10% chance precip
High: 42 Low: 25

McKenzie Valley
Mostly Sunny

10% chance precip
High: 45 Low: 29

Santiam Pass
Mostly Sunny

20% chance precip
High: 33 Low: 16

McKenzie Valley
Mostly Cloudy

20% chance precip
High: 40 Low: 28

Santiam Pass
Snow Showers

40% chance precip
High: 25 Low: 15

Friday 12/16 Saturday 12/17 Sunday 12/18

Santiam Pass
Partly Cloudy

10% chance precip
High: 28 Low: 14
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Letters to the Editor

Food Pantry
has a new home

McKenzie River Food Pantry 
has moved from McKenzie School 
to McKenzie Bridge Christian 
Church in McKenzie Bridge.

Many years ago Sister John 
Backenstos started feeding fami-
lies from the back of her car.  She 
came to McKenzie to retire and 
write but she found a new calling 
and that was ministering to the 
community, by words of encour-
agement or teaching or meeting 
needs.

As the  need grew so did her op-
erations.  Many volunteers came 
to her side and worked along side 
or her.  After Sister John could no 
longer do the work, Sue O’Brien 
served faithfully and tirelessly 
as manager for the food pantry 
for many years.  The food pantry 
has had many locations until the 
school district graciously allowed 
us to use the space next to the new 
gym for over  12 years.  After the 
years of pandemic and the fire the 
need to use that space for nourish-
ing young children and families 
was great.  Lacey Joy, Director 
of Special Programs at McKenzie 
was able to find the funding to 
make a dream come true for our 
community.  It will become a 
Child Center serving children 3 
months to 6 years with plans to 
open in early March 2023.

McKenzie Bridge Christian 
Church, pastored by Brent Caul-
ley, has always had a mission of 
care and compassion and ser-
vice to this community.  When 
we were looking for a new loca-
tion.  McKenzie Bridge Christian 
Church opened their arms and 
took the pantry in.  I am proud to 
announce that we have a new lo-
cation:

McKenzie Bridge Christian 
Church

56334 McKenzie Hwy.
McKenzie Bridge, OR
Phone:  Robin Roberts, Man-

ager - 541-844-8838
Lacey Joy, Treasurer - 541-554-

0209
Times:  11 - 1pm  2nd and 4th 

Fridays of the month.  Due to holi-
days, times and dates may vary.  

The pantry would like to Wish 
you all a Merry Christmas and the 
most wonderful New Year.  May 
2023 be a year of peace, Joy and 
Refreshing.  Sincerely,  Robin 
Roberts and lacey Joy.

Greetings from 
Upper McKenzie 

Community 
Center

The Upper McKenzie Commun-
ity Center recently hosted our 
Annual Belknap Bridge Lighting 
Ceremony where friends and 
neighbors gathered to enjoy the 
season. This year, in conjunction 
with local organizations and 
businesses, we created a fun 

celebration for all ages. We enjoyed 
a short walk from the UMCC to 
the bridge where we sang original 
Christmas carols and watched the 
lights come on. A flotilla of river 
rafts, decorated with a Christmas 
tree and sparkling with lights, 
made for a magical parade of 
Santa and his many helpers. Many 
thanks to the folks at Horse Creek 
Resort for the “floats” in the river 
parade! Oh what fun to have a new 
tradition to look forward to.

Back at the UMCC we enjoyed 
hot cocoa, cider and coffee to 
warm us up – and the smell and 
taste of hot buttered popcorn, 
thanks to Orchid Health and 
their popcorn popper machine. 
Sweet treats such as freshly 
decorated holiday cookies and 
brownies were enjoyed by all, 
sponsored by our friends with 
the McKenzie Valley Long Term 
Recovery Group. Local historian 
Margaret Beilharz provided us 
with a wonderfully informative 
history video that played for all 
to enjoy. Many folks shopped and 
mingled with most entering to win 
a number of great raffle prizes, 
courtesy of local businesses and 
with proceeds going to benefit the 
O’Brien Memorial Library. We 
continue to enjoy the company of 
our library folks as they use our 
Center as temporary housing until 
they can rebuild their new facility 
in Blue River.

There was even a display of the 
upcoming remodel the UMCC has 
planned for the bathrooms and 
kitchen – complete with drawings 
and a LEGO scale model.

A special thank you to all who 
joined us and enjoyed this fun 
night while supporting local 
businesses and our community 
center.

In the new year we will begin the 
first phase of our remodel projects 
which includes new restrooms and 
a brand new kitchen. The other 
phases of upgrades will include 
a new roof and siding along with 
accessibility ramps at the front 
and side entrances.

We have received grants for 
helping us to make the needed 
phase one upgrades but we still 
need your help to pay the bills 
and “Keep the Lights On” while 
we close temporarily during 
construction and for phases 
two and three. This year we are 
celebrating the season with our 
status as a 501 (c)3 non-profit 
organization, so your donations 
are tax deductible. If you could 
help us with a donation to get 
us through the winter, we’d be 
grateful. You can donate to the 
UMCC here or send a check if 
you prefer.  MAIL: PO Box 2073 
Blue River, OR 97413 | EMAIL: 
umccevents@gmail.com

We look forward to getting 
together again with you all very 
soon in the new year to share in 
our newly remodeled spaces. Until 
then I have attached a little poem 
for you to enjoy with blessings to 
you, your family and our beloved 

community this holiday season!
John Carlile, Your UMCC 

Board President

Christmas
Bazaar brought 
Holiday Cheer

If the number of friends and 
neighbors who exchanged warm 
hugs and happy greetings is any 
gauge, the 2022 Vida McKen-
zie Community Center’s Annual 
Christmas Bazaar was an enor-
mous success.  Morning visitors 
had “first choice” of items from 
over twenty craft vendors and they 
also dined on Billy Pruitt’s authen-
tic Dutch oven biscuits and gravy.  
Later, guests enjoyed a concert by 
McKenzie River Middle School’s 
band.  Thank you, Ms. Sieminski 
and students.  

Santa’s arrival brought joy (and 
gifts) to children as they visited 
Santa’s Workshop. Youngsters 
decorated sugar cookies, made 
greeting cards, and shopped in 
a special Children’s Store for 

presents to give their family mem-
bers.  Cheerful elves from Walter-
ville School’s 4th grade helped 
with these activities.  Thank you, 

elves.
As the afternoon progressed, 

raffle tickets were sold to prospec-
Continued On Page 8

McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity Girls 
and Boys Basketball teams host 
Triangle Lake on Thursday, 
December 15. The Varsity Boys 
game is scheduled for 5:30 pm 
and the Girls game follows at 7:00 
pm.

The McKenzie teams travel to 
North Clackamas Christian, in 
Portland, on Friday, December 16. 
The Girls game is set for a 5:30 
pm tip-off and the Boys game 
starts at 7:00 pm.

Eagle Girls Notch
First ‘22 Win!

The McKenzie Varsity Girls 
Basketball team defeated visiting 
Siletz Valley, 40-19, last Tuesday, 
December 6. The victory was the 
first of the 2022-23 season for the 
Eagles, coached this season by 
Head Coach Jack Devereaux.

McKenzie traveled to Silver 
Lake to participate in the North 
Lake Holiday Tournament the 
following Friday and Saturday, 
December 9 and 10. North Lake/
Paisley defeated McKenzie 
65-19 on Friday and Yoncalla, 
on Saturday, defeated Coach 
Devereaux’s team, 50-25. No 
game stats were available at press 
time.
Siletz Valley Defeat McKenzie 

Valley Boys, 52-21
The Warriors of Siletz Valley 

easily defeated their host team, 
McKenzie, 52-21, last Tuesday, 
December 6.

The home Eagles were led by 
Salomon Acevedo, who scored 
7 points, grabbed 5 rebounds, 
and had 2 steals. Jamie LeClair 
pitched in 5 points, 1 rebound and 

2 steals. Griffen Withalm had a 
balanced game, scoring 4 points, 
hauled in 3 boards, had 1 assist, 
1 steal and blocked 3 shots. Allen 
Acevedo finished with 4 points, 
4 rebounds, an assist and 1 steal, 
Thomas Hayes scored a point 
and had 5 rebounds, Will Meister 
rebounded 4 boards, Jovial Jordan 
had 1 rebound and a steal and 
Trent Peek grabbed 1 board. Siletz 
Valley senior Zack Tucker led all 
scorers with 13 points, teammates 
Roy Knott and Cielo Berry added 
9 points each, and Zion Fantroy 
dropped in 8 points.

McKenzie Loses
Two In High Desert

The Eagles of McKenzie 
flew over the Hump to the Land 
of Fort Rock, Crack in the 
Ground, badgers and pronghorns. 
McKenzie participated in the 
North Lake Holiday Tournament, 
toeing up to the Cowboys of 
North Lake on Friday, December 
9 and the Grizzlies of Gilchrist the 
next day.

North Lake upended Eagle 
Head Coach Neil Barrett’s team to 
kick off the Tournament, defeating 
McKenzie 68-23. Gilchrist 
defeated McKenzie 61-30.

Against the Cowboys, 
McKenzie’s Griffin Withalm hit 
double figures with 10 points 

scored and the junior added 3 steals 
and an assist. Trent Peek scored 
4 points, had 3 rebounds and 2 
steals, Salomon Acevedo scored 3 
points, finished with 3 rebounds, 2 
steals and 1 block, Jamie LeClair 
added 3 points, a rebound and a 
steal, and Jovial Jordan finished 
with 2 points and 1 rebound. Allen 
Acevedo finished with 1 point, 1 
rebound, 1 assist and 2 steals and 
Thomas Hayes and Will Meister 
each added 1 rebound.

The North Lake Cowboys were 
led by senior Noah Roth with 17 
points and teammate Isaac Dixon 
dropped in 15 points, 19 rebounds, 
and 6 steals.

Against the Gilchrist Grizzlies, 
Withlam again led his Eagle 
teammates with 10 points scored, 
3 boards and a couple of steals. 
LeClair pitched in 8 points and 
3 rebounds, Meister added 4 
points, 3 rebounds and a steal 
and Trent Peek scored 4 points, 
had a rebound and a steal. Allen 
Acevedo also scored 4 points. 
Salomon Acevedo led the Eagles 
with 6 rebounds and he finished 
with 3 steals and an assist. Thomas 
Hayes grabbed 2 rebounds and 
had 2 assists, and Noah Boredman 
and Jacob Peek each contributed 
1 rebound.



Dec. 5: 6:38: 8700 block, McK. 
Hwy. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal.

8:01: McK. Hwy./Greenwood 
Dr. Motor Vehicle Accident. No 
Injury, Patient Refusal.

9:26: 42000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, Heart. Patient Assessed, 
Refusal.

18:07: 1300 blk, 66th St. 
Medical, General. Cancelled Prior 
to Arrival.
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Dec. 4: 1:43 p.m: Criminal 
Mischief - 39400 blk, Mohawk 
Loop Rd. Caller reported an 
ongoing dispute with a resident in 
the area.

Dec. 5: 4:06 p.m: Harassment 
- Scott Creek Rd. A caller reported 
receiving threatening voicemail 
messages from a known person.

Dec. 6: 12:07 p.m: Abandoned 
Vehicle - Carson St. & b St.

12:10 p.m: Illegal Dump - Lat: 
44.155165. Long: -122.961900.

1:28 a.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- 92100 blk, Marcola Rd.

3:27 p.m: Assist Public - 41900 
blk, Deerhorn Rd.

5:22 p.m: Theft of Mail - 87700 
blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

6:53 p.m: Alarm - 42700 blk, 
McK. Hwy.

Dec. 7: 1:28 a.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 92100 blk, Marcola 
Rd.

8:02 a.m: Theft of Mail - 87700 
blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

10:08 a.m: Welfare Check - 

91900 blk, Taylor Rd.
12:13 p.m: Welfare Check - 

92100 blk, Marcola Rd.
4:13 p.m: Theft of Mail - 87700 

blk, Cedar Flat Rd.
5:35 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 

- 40900 blk, Deerhorn Rd. A 
black car was observed parked in 
front of the boat ramp.  Deputies 
responded and learned that the 
vehicle had broken down.

5:46 p.m: Disorderly Subject - 
42000 blk, Holden Creek Ln. An 
undescribed male was reported as 
yelling and cursing outside of the 
caller’s residence.  The caller also 
suspected the male went through 
the caller’s garbage.  The male 
was believed to have departed 
westbound on Holden Creek. Ln.

7:58 p.m: Reckless Driving - 
McK. Hwy. & N. Gate Creek Rd.

9:01 p.m: Traffic Hazard - 
McGowan Creek Rd. & Donna 
Rd.

9:20 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle -  
35200 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

Dec. 8: 7:30:56 a.m: Fraud- 
90400 blk, Mountain Ln. – A 
caller reported that an unknown 
person changed his address with 
the postal service.

9:04 a.m: Criminal Mischief 

- Showalter Creek Rd. & 
Shotgun Creek Rd. A gate was 
believed to have been tampered 
with, determined that no crime 
occurred.

2:03 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
44500 blk, McK. Hwy.

4:06 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. & Goodpasture Rd.

4:11 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. & Goodpasture Rd.

5:25 p.m: Vehicle in Ditch 
- Gemstone Rd. & Camp Creek 
Rd.

6:15 p.m: Incomplete 911 
Call - Lat: 44.026541. Long: -
122.857060.

7:04 p.m: Dispute - 44500 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Verbal dispute over 
child custody.

7:30 a.m: Fraud - 90400 blk, 
Mountain View Ln.

7:37 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, No Injury - 37000 blk, 
Camp Creek Rd.

Dec. 9: 2:36 a.m: Unlawful 
Use of Vehicle -  39300 blk, McK. 
Hwy.

7:16 a.m: Burglary - 39200 
blk, McK. Hwy. An area business 
was broken into.  Undisclosed 
property and cash was stolen from 
within.

8:11 a.m: Theft - 38400 blk, 
McK. Hwy. A female came into an 
area business and stole beer. 

4:53 p.m: Hit & Run - 87500 
blk, Cedar Flat Rd. A vehicle 
struck a mailbox and fled the 

We have over 30 years experience specializing in  McKenzie  Real  Estate.  
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance 
with all your real estate needs.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie	River	Specialist
Exceeding	Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top	Producer	at

Windermere	Real	Estate	since	2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

*	based	on	Winderemere’s	annual	Top	Producers	List

Explore a treasure trove of McKenzie River history -
in the back issues of this newspaper. Go to: tinyurl.com/2rkpksen
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Dec. 9: 08:22: Crash, Non-
Injury – Hwy. 126E, Milepost 
49. Dispatched to a single vehicle 

State Police
Report

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

scene.  A black bumper was left 
behind.

5:00 p.m: Unlawful Use of 
Vehicle - 87900 blk, Dowdy Ln.

10:16 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
McGowan overlook.

Dec. 10: 12:36 a.m: Unlawful 
Use of Vehicle -  39300 blk, McK. 
Hwy.

4:53 p.m: Hit & Run - 87500 
blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

5:00 p.m: Unlawful Use of 
Vehicle - 87900 blk, dowdy Ln.

10:16 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
McGowan overlook.

Dec. 11: 9:18 a.m: Illegal 
Hunting - McGowan Creek, 
Milepost 2.

12:34 p.m: Traffic, Follow Up 
- 42200 blk, Holden Creek Ln.

12:35 p.m: Assist, Info - 44500 
blk, McK. Hwy.

1:30 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
42800 blk, McK. Hwy.

4:30 p.m: Vehicle Stop - 
McGowan Creek, Mp. 5.5.

Dec. 12: 11:34 a.m: Subpoena 
Service - 88700 blk, Potter Ln.

2:36 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
39200 blk, McK. Hwy.

4:43 p.m: Assist Outside 
Agency - 91100 blk, Sunderman 
Rd.

Comments as reported may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriffs Office.

Dec. 1: 11:49: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Injury - 1 vehicle 
rollover, not blocking.

19:22: Medical – 54000 block, 
McK. Hwy. Female, Conscious, 
Breathing.

Dec. 4: 13:01: Medical – 
55000 blk, McK. Hwy. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

Dec. 5: 15:29: Medical – 
58000 blk, McK. Hwy. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

Dec. 9: 13:42: Fire Alarm - 
57000 blk, McK. Hwy. Smoke 
detector.

Dec. 10: 11:35: Medical 
– 48000 blk, McK. Hwy. Male, 
Conscious, Breathing.

The Upper McK. Fire District 
board of directors will hold its 
monthly meeting at 7 p.m on 
Wednesday, December 21st, at the 
McK. Fire Station, 56578 McK. 
Hwy. in McKenzie Bridge.

crash into a power pole. An 
ODOT worker arrived shortly 
after the crash and determined it 
was non-injury and called a tow 
for the occupants of the vehicle. 
The occupants were picked up 
by a friend after trooper departed. 
Involved: white Mazda CX-5, 22-
year-old male from Anacortes, 
WA.

Continued On Page 6
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Dud was awfully quiet all 
through the daily dissemination of 
anything on page one of the Valley 
Weekly Miracle, which wasn’t 
like him at all. Just sucked down 
caffeine and silently shook his 
head now and then.

“Anita okay, Dud?”
“Oh … sure, Doc.”
“You okay?”
He nodded, then looked up 

with a wistful, philosophical 
look that our guys don’t usually 
get until after the buttered toast. 
“Sometimes,” he said, “I think it’s 
pearls before swine, that’s all.”

We waited.
“Music, I mean. You know 

how you practice and practice 
and then you get good enough to 
actually do something? Well, I 
took the accordion and went to the 
accordion festival to compete … 
well, you know I’m not really that 
bad any more…”

“You’re getting pretty darn good 
on that thing, Dud.”

“Thanks, Steve. Well, we drove 
down to the capital and I got in the 
competition and did okay. Placed 
third in polka. I played that new 
piece. It’s kinda hard because it 
has those minor bass buttons in it 
and it took me forever to learn not 
to miss them. 

“It was after that. You see, I put 
the accordion back in the car and 
we went in for a lunch they gave 
everyone.”

“What’s wrong with that?”
“I forgot to lock the car. We 

were halfway through lunch when 
Anita asked me if I’d locked the 
car and then it hit me that I might 
not have locked it. She insisted I 
run right out and check and that’s 
what I did. And that’s when I lost 
my faith in human beings.”

“Oh, Dud,” Doc said, “someone 
stole your accordion?”

“No, it was still there in the back 
seat. But someone had put two 
more in there with it.”

He shook his head. “Pearls 
before swine.”

---------
Fans of the late Max Evans 

should check out Ol’ Max Evans’ 
letters to Jim Bob Swafford and 
family at Amazon.com. Jim Bob 
is Max’s cousin.

By Slim Randles

Quote of the Week
“A great man is hard on himself; 

a small man is hard on others.”
Confucius

World’s clumsiest drug smugglers - also its most audacious
By Finn J.D. John

NOTE: In last month’s Offbeat 
Oregon column, we explored the 
unlikely origins and career of 
Yosuke Matsuoka, the foreign 
minister of Imperial Japan who 
was responsible for Japan’s 
military alliance with Nazi 
Germany. Matsuoka, you’ll 
remember, spent most of his 
teenage years in Portland as a 
sort of adopted son of a prominent 
merchant and smuggler named 
William Dunbar.

In this month’s article, we’re 
going to go into detail on the story 
of the smuggling ring that William 
Dunbar operated with his friend 
and business partner Nat Blum.

Nearly 50 years ago, the Good 
Friday Earthquake changed Alaska 
forever. It killed nine people and 
slammed the West Coast with 
tsunamis that killed 122 more, 
including four in Oregon.

It did something else, too, 
though: It heaved up the seafloor 
of the Inside Passage near the 
ghost town of Katalia by a good 12 
feet. And in the process, it brought 
something up to the surface that 
was a very important piece of the 
history of Alaska … and, earlier, 
Oregon.

It was a small wooden-hulled 
steamship with a screw propeller. 
Most of the wood had been eaten 
away by time and wildlife, but the 
steam engine and other hard parts 
were still there and visible.

This wrecked ship turned out 
to be the remains of the S.S. 
Portland, the most famous steamer 
in Alaska’s history, the one that 
kicked off the Klondike Gold 
Rush when it arrived in Seattle 
in 1897 with the famous “ton of 
gold” on board.

The Portland was almost like 
the mascot of the Klondike Gold 
Rush, so Alaskan history buffs 
were very excited about the find. 
But Alaska wasn’t the only state 
with cause for celebration. The 
Portland had a prominent role 
in Oregon’s history too. It had 
been as notorious in early-1890s 
Portland as it became famous in 
late-1890s Alaska.

Before the ship was bought 
by a Seattle shipping company 
and renamed the S.S. Portland, 

its name was the S.S. Haytian 
Republic. It was based out of 
Portland, and it was probably the 
most notorious smuggling ship on 
the West Coast. It was operated 
by a group of smugglers whose 
clumsiness and ineptitude was 
like something out of a Keystone 
Cops comedy, so its name was in 
the newspapers a lot. Every reader 
in Portland knew that ship, and 
knew the names of its owners: Nat 
Blum and William Dunbar of the 
Merchants Steamship Company.

William Dunbar was the senior 
partner in the operation. Dunbar, 
a native of Scotland, had come 
to Oregon in the 1870s or 1880s 
and established Turner Flouring 
Mills.

Looking for a market for 
his flour and the wheat he had 
contracts for, Dunbar discovered 
that buyers in China really liked 
the quality of his Oregon-grown 
wheat and flour, with which they’d 
make cakes and noodles of various 
types. So he started shipping his 
products to China. China today 
is a major buyer of Oregon’s soft 
white wheat; Dunbar was the 
merchant who first opened that 
door.

And it made him very wealthy. 
Dunbar was soon making enough 
money to purchase his own 
steamship, and then another. 
He used the two steamers — 
the Haytian Republic and the 
Wilmington — to expand beyond 
the grain freight business into the 
wholesale grocery business. The 
steamships ran out of the Dunbar 
Produce and Grocery wharf, near 
the site of the Burnside Bridge on 
the west side of the river.

By the end of the 1800s, Dunbar 
was one of the most respected and 
influential members of Portland’s 
business community, and a 
member of the Arlington Club.

But all was not well with him.
It’s not clear what happened 

to push Dunbar over the edge 
into industrial-scale criminal 
enterprise. It may have been the 
death of his wife. It may also have 
been the influence of Nat Blum, a 
flamboyant cigar-store owner who 
was a junior partner in Merchants 
Steamship Co. Or maybe he was 
criminally inclined all along, 
believing on a philosophical level 
that the U.S. government had no 
right to tell him what he could and 
could not do with his steamships.

Or, maybe he just hated waste. 
After all, nobody in Portland 
was buying shiploads of Chinese 
goods; each time one of his 
steamships left Portland, loaded 
with grain bound for buyers in 
China, it had to sail back home in 
ballast. Not only was the return 
trip wasted, but Dunbar had to 
pay draymen to load and unload 
the ballast rocks that would keep 
the ship stable and safe.

We can imagine him thinking 
about this: What cargo could I 
bring from China to Portland, on 
the return voyages, after bringing 
wheat from Portland to China?

And we can imagine him 
realizing that there were two 
cargoes that would be extremely 
lucrative for him: People, and 
opium.

Although both were equally 
illegal, people would be the safer 
of the two cargoes. The Chinese 
Exclusion Act had been passed 
in 1882, slamming the door on 
Chinese laborers who wanted to 
come to America to work. But 
plenty of Chinese people still 
wanted to come to America, and 
in those pre-drivers-license years, 

Alaska	State	Libraries
Passengers being rescued from the sinking S.S. Portland after it struck a hidden rock near the town of Katalia on 
Nov. 12, 1910.

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB	#50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com
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As freezing weather moves in, 
gardeners may be worrying about 
how to protect their plants from 
the cold.

Experts with Oregon State 
University Extension Service, 
recommend several ways to 
guard your landscape from frigid 
conditions.

* Though snow can act as 
excellent mulch on the ground, it 
can also weigh down the branches 
of shrubs with frail structures such 
as arborvitae, boxwoods, young 
rhododendrons and azaleas. Every 

two to three days, knock the snow 
off branches and wrap rope around 
the branches of bushes and shrubs. 
Tying the branches upward helps 
restructure the branches to a more 
upright position before the storm.

* Insulate plants with mulch, 
compost, leaves or any kind of 
organic matter that will protect 
root systems. Snow can also be a 
good insulator for many plants.

* It’s especially important to 
protect container plants since the 
pots can freeze. Cover them with 
compost, mulch, old blankets, 

sheets or burlap, or anything that 
can help insulate them. Wrap pots 
in bubble wrap to provide even 
more protection. Don’t leave pots 
hanging. Place on the ground and 
cover.

* Most trees go dormant in 
the winter and can withstand 
temperatures in the negative 
degrees. The exception? Non-
native trees that do not have the 
same cold tolerance. Be sure to 
check labels before buying and 
make sure to plant trees with cold 
hardiness appropriate to your area. 
Check the USDA Plant Hardiness 
Zone Map to find your hardiness 
zone.

* Don’t walk on your lawn, 
especially if there is no snow 
insulating the grass. Walking on 
it can break the leaf tissue and 
damage the grass if it is frozen.

* Keep your greenhouse above 
35 degrees and plants inside will 
likely survive.

* Next spring you may notice 
some brown freeze streaks and 
damage on the leaves of the 
spring-flowering trees and bulbs 
you put in the ground recently. 
Cold weather likely will cause a 
lot of leaf and tissue damage. Frost 
damage causes leaves to appear 
water-soaked or shriveled, or to 
turn dark brown or black — but 
does not always kill the plant.

Generally, do not water your 
plants in freezing conditions. But 
shrubs growing underneath the 
eaves of a house are susceptible to 
drought.

FAMILY FAVORITE 
CHRISTMAS RECIPES
Each family has favorite 

Christmas recipes...some are 
handed down through the years 
and others discovered in this 
generation. Collecting these 
recipes can be fun, particularly if 
they have stories associated with 
them.

As you enjoy the holiday season, 
why not collect these recipes. 
In addition to gathering recipes 
from your immediate family and 
relatives (aunts, uncles, cousins, 
grandparents), see if you can 
acquire the stories that accompany 
them. My daughter is enjoying 
doing this.

Types of Recipes
* What did your family serve on 

Christmas Eve? My dad always 
wanted oyster stew.

* Did you serve special dishes 
for Christmas dinner? My mother-
in-law liked to make a gelatin 
cranberry salad and green bean/
mushroom soup casserole along 
with whatever meat she cooked.

* Did you have New Year’s 
Eve celebrations? Mother made 
a punch of ginger ale and grape 
juice. We toasted the New Year at 
midnight with it.

*Are there special cookies that 
you baked during the holiday 
season? Did you give them as 
gifts? Hang them on the tree? 

We always liked to make cutout 
cookies and decorate them with 
colored sugar.

* Did you have dinner at 
relatives’ homes or go to parties 
with friends? Do any foods come 
to mind that were served then?

Aunt Pat, one of my mom’s good 
friends, came from the South. She 
made sweet potato casserole and 
pecan pie, dishes that were new to 
our family.

PENUCHE FUDGE - My dad 
especially liked this candy. We 
often made it for him as a treat for 
Christmas and for his birthday on 
January 25. We also cooked this in 
the large black iron skillet on the 
wood cook stove.

Simmer 1-pound brown 
sugar and 1/2-cup milk, stirring 
constantly. (Father liked the dark 
brown sugar best.) Remove from 
heat when the candy “spins a 
thread” dripped from the spoon.

Stir in butter the “size of a 
walnut,” 1-teaspoon vanilla and 
1/2 to 1-cup chopped walnuts. 
Beat until the fudge begins to 
sugar on the side of the pan. Pour 
into a buttered dish. We often 
used a glass pie plate. Mark off in 
squares while warm.

(c) Mary Emma Allen

(Mary Emma writes from her 
NH home. Here she researches the 
recipes in her family’s history. E-
mail: me.allen@juno.com)

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny
By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

8 tips to gear up garden for cold weather

2023 Best of the River Awards

Record your votes for Man of the Year, Woman
of the Year & Business of the Year at:

rivref2@gmail.com
***** Don’t forget to describe what makes them the best! *****
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Community Notes
Hoodoo Is Open

The Hoodoo Ski Area opened 
its 2022-23 season last Saturday, 
December 3rd. Hours are subject 
to change depending on weather, 
road conditions, etc.

The December schedule is:
Dec. 8-11, 15-18, 25: 9 am to 4 

pm
Dec. 21-24, 26-31: 9 am to 9 

pm
The regular schedule (starts Jan. 

1st):
Sunday: 9 am to 4 pm
Monday – Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday – Saturday: 9 am to 

9 pm
The resort’s daily operating 

schedule is posted at skihoodoo.
com/events. The Autobahn Tub-
ing Park is currently closed until 
further notice.

Hoodoo is still hiring for vari-
ous positions. Those interested 
can apply at skihoodoo.com/em-
ployment.

December 15
Leaburg Food Pantry

Leaburg Food Pantry. Free 
groceries provided in accordance 
with Oregon Food Bank and Food 
For Lane County guidelines for 
food distribution to those in need. 
3 - 6 p.m. Behind the McKenzie 
Bible Fellowship Church, 45061 
McKenzie Hwy.

December 17
Holiday Fair

The McKenzie River Open 
Market Holiday Fair will be held 
at McKenzie Fire & Rescue’s 
Leaburg Training Center starting 
at 120 a.m. on Saturday, December 
17.

Through Dec. 31
Ornament Search

Ornaments have been placed 
on three non-wilderness trails in 
the McKenzie Ranger District. 
People should take only take one 
ornament per household so other 
families can enjoy the same thrill. 
Every ornament on a given trail 
features the same design. Eagle-
eyed hikers and visitors can hit the 
trail to track down an ornament; 
once they’ve found one, they can 
register to win the grand prize - 
and put the ornament on their tree 
in their home. Ornaments have 
been placed on the Tamolitch Falls 
(Blue Pool) #3507, Waterfalls 
Loop Trail #3503, and the King-

Support our
local businesses &

thank them for advertising!

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, either in church on 
Hwy. 126 just east of Walterville, or on our Facebook livestream.  You 
may also make prayer requests, or request an emailed or earth-mailed 
bulletin -- phone or send email to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@
gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Castle Trail #4326. More details 
at: tinyurl.com/39nc5nn9.

Season of giving trees
The Upper McKenzie River 

Fire District has one at the Upper 
McKenzie fire station, another at 
the Orchid Clinic in Rainbow, and 
one at the McKenzie Community 
School. Ornaments have been 
place on the trees with an age 
range on it. People can take one of 
the ornaments and leave the other 
one, purchase a gift suited for the 
age and have it preferably at the 
school or the fire station by the 
December 9th. For questions call 
Lacy Joy 541-554-0209 or Jess 
Boykin at 541-654-9292.

December 19
McKenzie Fire & Rescue

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting at noon, at the Leaburg 
Training Center,

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Fourth graders from McKenzie River Community School, along with their 
canine pal, Rodger.

The Fourth Grade of McKenzie River Community school’s Pet-A-
Palooza pet food drive raised 916 pounds for the pets in our commu-
nity. They want to give a big thank you to everyone who donated. This 
includes: students, staff, families,and: East Lane Veterinary Hospital, 
McKenzie Feed and Tackle, and Mckenzie Feed and Pet Supplies.

McKenzie
River Reflections

MRR

Dec. 6: 3:55: McK. Hwy. 
Milepost 27. MVA. Investigate, 
Unable to Locate.

Dec. 7: 15:52: 38000 blk, 
E. Cedar Flat Rd. Illegal Burn. 
Investigate, Notify ODF.

Dec. 8: 14:30: 42000 blk, 
Deerhorn Rd. Fall Injury. Patient 
Refusal.

14:31: 42000 blk, Holden Cr. 
Ln. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

19:36: 37000 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. MVA. Non-Injury, Blocking.

Dec. 9: 0:32: 40000 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Public Assist. Lift Assist 
Only.

Dec. 10: 9:51: 8700 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Medical, Heart. Disregarded 
On Scene.

11:37: 48000 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal Signed.

13:11: 46000 blk, Goodpasture 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal Signed.

17:31: 88000 blk, Twin Firs 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Transported.

Dec. 11: 14:47: 90000 blk, 
Gale Creek Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Refusal.

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting on Monday, December 
19th at noon, in the Leaburg 
Training Center, 42870 McK. 
Hwy. The district maintains 
Facebook, Twitter, and web pages. 
If you have a question or concern 
about any Fire District business, 
give Chief Bucich a call @ 541-
896-3311. If he is unavailable, 
please leave a message and he will 
respond ASAP.

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Continued From Page 3

Pet-A-Palooza pet food drive
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I was involved with a man 
separated from his wife. We 
connected on an extremely 
emotional level and were building 
a future. 

His wife left him and their 
two children to accept a job in 
another state and to experience 
a more unencumbered life. Prior 
to leaving, she cheated on him 
three times and was emotionally 
and physically unavailable to her 
children. 

Unfortunately, I let myself 
get drawn into his life and his 
children’s lives. I not only fell 
in love with him but also with 
the children. I was devastated 
when he accepted her back with 
no questions asked, but I accept 
responsibility for getting involved 
and for the consequences of my 
actions. 

At the death of a loved one, 
when her family needed her most, 
she again abandoned her husband 
and children. As I predicted. He 
contacted me to let me know I 
was right. As much as I hoped that 
would bring satisfaction, it didn’t. 

It brought only deep sadness. 
There is nothing I can do to make 

him see her for who she is. How 
do I find peace knowing this cycle 
of coming and going will continue 
in his life? I want what is best for 
all of them. I know walking away 
is best for me, and I guess I am 
looking for confirmation from an 
objective outside source.

Tia

Tia, in “A Christmas Carol” 
by Charles Dickens, three ghosts 
come to Ebenezer Scrooge and 
alter the course of his life. For you, 
the ghost was your companion’s 
wife.

There is a line Scrooge says 
which we have never forgotten. 
“Men’s courses will foreshadow 
certain ends, to which, if 
persevered in, they must lead. But 
if the courses be departed from, 
the ends will change.’’ That is 
what the story is about. It is also 
the story of our lives.

With the holidays approaching, 
it will be hard for you not to think 
about what might have been. But 
with the holidays approaching, his 
wife may well reappear. Even if 
she doesn’t, her specter will never 
be far off, and he will be open to 
her return.

Hard as it is to walk away, it 
shows you understand the lesson 
from Dickens’ tale. Walking away 
opens the door to possibilities. It 
opens the door to your fulfillment 
and to the promise of the new 
year. 

Wayne & Tamara

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING           CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Assisted Living

Looking	for	assisted	living,	memory	
care,	 or	 independent	 living?	A	 Place	
for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family.	Call	1-844-923-5005	today!

Coins & Jewelry
Buying	 US	 and	 foreign	 coins,	

currency,	tokens,	gold,	silver,	&	jewelry.	
North Star Coin & Jewelry, 650 Main 
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Dental Insurance
DENTAL	 INSURANCE	 from	

Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company.	 Coverage	 for	 350	 plus	
procedures.	 Real	 dental	 insurance	
-	 NOT	 just	 a	 discount	 plan.	 Do	 not	
wait!	Call	now!	Get	your	FREE	Dental	
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-683-0634	 www.dental50plus.
com/river	#6258

Free
Rocks	 -	 landscape	 boulders	 &	

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All	you	can	load	yourself	free	-	loaded	
&	delivered	 for	a	small	 fee.	541-896-
3000	(best	time	a.m.)	FI-j15.nc

Funeral Home
Major	 Family	 Funeral	 Home.	

Family	 Owned	 Since	 1961.	 Funerals	
°	Burials	 °	Cremations	 °	Monuments	
°	 Keepsakes	 °	 Video	 Tributes.	 	 541-
746-9667.

Gutters
Eliminate	 gutter	 cleaning	 forever!	

LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE	LeafFilter	estimate	 today.	15%	
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Mil-
itary	Discounts.	Call	1-866-387-0730

Clear the Clutter
Overwhelmed with things the kids 

don’t	want?	Pare	down	unused	items	
for	improved	well-being	&	safety.	Call	
Patty	Starr	 -	 Licensed,	Bonded	&	 In-
sured.	541-896-1569	,	

ez2downsize@gmail.com
Life Screening

Stroke	and	Cardiovascular	disease	
are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion.	 Screenings	 can	 provide	 peace	
of	 mind	 or	 early	 detection!	 Contact	
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening.	Special	offer	-	5	screenings	
for	just	$149.	Call	1-855-993-5276

Medical Alert
MobileHelp,	America’s	Premier	Mo-

bile Medical Alert System. Whether 
You’re	Home	or	Away.	For	Safety	and	
Peace	 of	 Mind.	 No	 Long	 Term	 Con-
tracts! Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-
866-996-0952

Personal
Missing people. Do you have a 

family member or friend that disap-
peared	under	strange	circumstances?	
Is	it	possible	an	unknown	animal	was	
responsible?	We	may	be	able	to	pro-
vide a wider audience in helping de-
termine what became of your loved 
one.	Please	contact	us	at	wjevning@
gmail.com	 serious	 responses	 only	
please.	pwj-11/19

If you want to drink, that’s your 
business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours.	 AA	 Group	 meets	 Wednesday	
6:00pm-7:00pm	 and	 Sunday	
5:00-6:00pm at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from the 
Walterville Shopping Center. N/c-sub 
5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now	accepting	piano	students	-	Be-

ginners,	 Intermediate	 and	 Advanced	
-	 all	 ages.	 Professional	 jazz	 pianist,	
classically trained with years of teach-
ing	 experience.	 Located	 in	 Leaburg.	
Please	 call	 or	 text	 408.391.3477	 or	
email;	 kimberly@liquidsister.com.	
http://www.liquidsister.com SKP-
8/16ruc

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirthell

Portable Oxygen
Portable	 Oxygen	 Concentrator	

May	 Be	 Covered	 by	 Medicare!	
Reclaim	 independence	 and	 mobility	
with the compact design and long-
lasting	 battery	 of	 Inogen	 One.	 Free	
information	 kit!	 Call	 833-980-0385.	
Call	1-877-244-0346

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are 

meeting	 most	 Friday	 afternoons	
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
Training	Center.	 	Please	 call	Sara	at	
(541)	896-3059	for	more	information.
S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Satellite TV
DIRECTV	 for	 $69.99/mo	 for	 12	

months with CHOICE Package. Watch 
your	favorite	live	sports,	news	&	enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO 
Max	FREE.	Directv	is	#1	in	Customer	
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for	 more	 details!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	1-844-808-7532

DISH	 Network.	 $59.99	 for	 190	
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
&	 Get	 a	 FREE	 $100	Visa	 Gift	 Card.	
FREE	Voice	Remote.	FREE	HD	DVR.	
FREE	 Streaming	 on	 ALL	 Devices.	
Call	today!	1-855-984-8961

Services
Natures	 Friend	 Beautifying	 Co.	

Property/rental	 cleanup,	 restoration,	
tree	work,	blackberry	&	ivy	destruction,	
pressure washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free appliance 
removal. Call Scottish 541-913-8477. 
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give me 
a call! The Wall Doctor - Serving the 
McKenzie	 River	 area.	 541-735-2317.	
p-s15-n3

Standby Generator
Prepare	 for	 power	 outages	 today	

with a GENERAC home standby gen-

By Kwame Dawes
It seems clear enough that 

Quincy Troupe wants his poem, 
“Picking a Dandelion”, to achieve 
the coveted status of “timelessness” 
while being rooted in a historical 
moment. Here are Joe and Jill, two 
people with commonly available 
American names, enacting an 
ordinary gesture of affection. Yet 
this instructive love is heightened 
by the context: love, in other 
words, in a time of hate (borrowing 
from Gabriela Garcia Marquez) is 
the theme and the optimism lacing 
this poem.

Picking a Dandelion
By Quincy Troupe

for Joe and Jill Biden, Cheryl and 
Charles Ward, and for Margaret
walking along together 
in the nation’s capital 
Joe stopped, stooped, picked a 
flower—
a dandelion to be exact—
then he handed it to Jill—
who smiled in her white summer, 
dress full of pretty flowers, 
and someone snapped a picture 
of this sweet, simple gesture, 
it revealed something deeper, 
profound, beautiful about 
their love for each other here, 
that taught all of us watching, 
how to reach across time, space, 
with a tender touch, a kiss 
for one another here, now 
in this moment of hatred 
before time on earth runs out

We do not accept unsolicited 
manuscripts. American Life 
in Poetry is made possible by 
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher 

American Life
in Poetry

A Love Story
My name is Winnie. I am 15 

years old. I am in love. I know it 
has to be love! I spent the whole 
day yesterday with this guy I have 
liked for about a month. He is 16.

I know he likes me, too. Well, at 
least I hope so. He flirts with me 
all the time. I want to call and talk 
to him about my feelings, but I 
am not sure how to word it. Every 
time I see him, I get butterflies 
in my stomach, and every other 
problem in the world seems to go 
away. Can you please tell me what 
to do, or at least, what to say?

Winnie

Winnie, every story has a 
beginning, a middle and an end. 
You’re at the beginning of the 
story now, and it’s such a good 
beginning you want to rush to the 
end, read the last chapter, and see 
how it turns out. At least you want 
to tell this boy how it should end.

But by skipping to the end and 
telling him your feelings, you 
will miss the middle part where 
things develop and the plot gets 
interesting. Let the story unfold in 
its own way.

If you’ve already spent a whole 
day with him, you don’t have 
problems talking to each other. 
We’re pretty sure he knows you 
like him a lot. That’s enough for 
now. By letting things unfold in 
their own time, you won’t spoil 
the ending.

Wayne & Tamara

Wayne & Tamara are also 
the authors of Cheating in 
a Nutshell, What Infidelity 
Does to the Victim, available 
from Amazon, Apple and most 
booksellers.

Emergency?  Call 911

erator. $0 Money Down + Low Month-
ly	Payment	Options.	Request	a	FREE	
Quote. Call now before the next power 
outage:	1-833-306-2843

TV
DIRECTV	 NOW.	 No	 Satellite	

Needed. $40/month. 65  Channels. 
Stream	 Breaking	 News,	 Live	 Events,	
Sports	 &	 On	 Demand	 Titles.	 No	
Annual	 Contract.	 No	 Commitment.	
CALL	1-855-690-3970

Directv Stream - The Best of Live 
&	 On-Demand	 On	 All	 Your	 Favorite	
Screens.	 CHOICE	 Package,	 $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream on 20 
devices at once in your home. HBO 
Max	 FREE	 for	 1	 yr	 (w/CHOICE	
Package or higher.) Call for more 
details	 today!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	IVS	1-877-649-5547

Lesson Learned

of Poetry magazine. It is also 
supported by the Department 
of English at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem 
copyright ©2022 by Quincy 
Troupe, “Picking a Dandelion” 
from Duende Poems, 1996-Now 
(Seven Stories Press, 2022.) 
Poem reprinted by permission 
of the author and the publisher. 
Introduction copyright ©2022 
by The Poetry Foundation. The 
introduction’s author, Kwame 
Dawes, is George W. Holmes 
Professor of English and Glenna 
Luschei Editor of Prairie Schooner 
at the University of Nebraska.

Ski Report

December 15 - His Indian name 
was Kuni and his white name was 
Tommy Thompson. He was born 
at Celilo Falls in 1855, the same 
year the government signed the 
peace treaty with the river tribes 
of Oregon. Tommy became chief 
of the Wy’am Indians and always 
maintained peaceful relations 
with the white man. On the day 
Tommy turned 100 years old a 
newspaperman asked what advice 
he could give to younger people. 
Tommy said, “Eat plenty salmon. 
Don’t drive no automobile.” And 
when the government proposed 
building The Dalles Dam and 
flooding Celilo Falls, destroying 
the Indian fishery there, Tommy 
counseled his people, telling them 
not to take the white man’s money. 
Tommy Thompson died in 1959 at 
the age of 104. The last words he 
spoke were, “I never sign away 
my salmon.”

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

Hamburger Arts

December 13, 2022
The Hoodoo Ski Area reported 

on Tuesday that and inch and 
1/2 of new snow fell overnight, 
bringing the base to 53 inches. 
Temperatures were 21 degrees 
mid-mountain and 0 at the base 
with SSW winds averaging 12 
mph. For more information call 
541-822-3337.

Mt. Bachelor reported tempera-
tures of 13 degrees at the base 
and 11 degrees at the summit 
on Tuesday. No new snow fell 
overnight, leaving the snowpack 
at 43 inches at mid-mountain. 
The morning was expected to be 
the start of a bright sunny day, 
perfect for zipping around with 
the groomers. Winds up top were 
averaging 37 mph. No lifts were 
open, but 75 of the 121 trails 
were. For more information call 
541-382-7888.

or “just beautiful literature. It’s a 
classic collection, with about two-
thirds of the books out of print,” 
he said.

And there’s more to make it 
a truly world-class attraction. 
Helping fill the shelves that line 
the walls of the new Angler’s 
Roost room are 60 more books 
from the estate of Kevin Winter 
that were donated by his wife 
Deanna. Those additions round out 
the offerings with contemporary 

Continued From Page 1

editions that “take somebody right 
up to today,” Ripp said.

Located in a separate room in the 
Leaburg Library, the collections 
are housed in a space that includes 
an easy chair, murals, dioramas, 
and display cases. 

“I would like to see this library 
become a little pilot light for the 
wonderful world of reading,” Ripp 
said. “I’m thrilled that I will now 
be able to share this with you.”

Readers
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ACROSS
1.Make change
6. Used in combination to denote the 
middle
9.	*Ammo	material
13.	Star____
14. The “place with the helpful hard-
ware	folks”
15. Neutral shade
16.	Orderly	arrangement
17.	Romanian	monetary	unit
18.	Button	on	electrical	outlet
19.	*Frosty’s	nose
21.	*Gingerbread	Man,	e.g.
23. Drench
24. What a willow did?
25. Famous song by The Jackson 5

28. Cone-shaped quarters
30.	*Snow	mover
35.	A	bit	of	water
37.	Pakistani	language
39.	Measured	in	knots
40.	Tatted	fabric
41. *”A Visit from St. Nicholas” poet
43.	Tropical	edible	root
44. Paintings in Orthodox church
46.	Not	swim	or	swum
47.	Frozen	puddle	accident
48.	Small	skullcap
50.	Dresden’s	river
52.	Captain’s	turf
53.	Drop	of	sorrow
55. “Slippery” tree
57.	*Frozen	spike

 WINTER FUN

60. *Three-horse sleigh ride
63.	Words	to	live	by
64.	Caviar	alternative
66. On D’Artagnan’s hat
68.	Group	of	wives
69.	Boiling	emotion
70. Furnish with a fund
71.	Travelers’	stops
72. Poetic “even”
73. Buy second-hand

DOWN
1. Agha, alt. sp.
2. Artist Chagall’s first name
3. Poet Pound’s first name
4.	Draws	close
5.	Fungus	damage	(2	words)
6. Shake’s cousin?
7. *____ fishing
8.	Two,	in	cards
9. Station finder button
10. Not final
11.	Curved	molding
12.	Kind	of	nurse
15.	Bouillons
20.	Laudanum	ingredient
22.	Saturn’s	wife
24.	As	opposed	to	widow
25.	Impromptu
26.	Emergency	pedal
27.	*Hot	treat
29.	Major-leaguers
31.	Prefers
32. Butcher shop offering, pl.
33. Ghostlike
34.	Parkinson’s	drug
36. Philadelphia’s Ivy League mem-
ber
38. Russian mountain chain
42.	*Fireplace	glob
45.	TV	offering
49. Reef fish
51.	Kind	of	bride
54. Eagle’s home
56.	Hundred	Acre	Wood	creator
57. A Flock of Seagulls’ 1982 hit (2 
words)
58.	European	Council	for	Nuclear	
Research, acr.
59.	Bad	day	for	Caesar
60.	Not	quite	an	adult
61. Spiral-horned African antelope
62.	Singer-songwriter	Tori
63.	Tai’s	partner
65.	Miner’s	bounty
67. Female sheep

This 
Space

For Rent
rivref2@

gmail.com

Solution on Page 6

Solution on Page 6

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L.C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing

Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com

centurytrees@yahoo.com

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott	Woods	

Owner

CCB#183064

tive winners, and the snack bar 
was busy.  A lengthy list of local 
businesses and vendors donated 
items to the raffle and Vida Mc-
Kenzie Community Center thanks 
each of them for their support.  

All proceeds from the Bazaar 
will be used to reconstruct VM-
CC’s building, destroyed in the 
Holiday Farm Fire.  This ambi-
tious project is progressing and, 
thanks to the generosity of the 
McKenzie Valley community, 
businesses, trades persons and 
grant makers, the doors of the 
new Vida McKenzie Community 
Center will open in late Spring or 
early Summer of 2023.  

Merry Christmas to all from 

VMCC’s Board of Directors.

Local Option 
Levy passes!

When we first embarked on 
the journey to create more a sus-
tainable funding source for Lane 
County Parks, we knew it would 
be a momentous task. We could 
not be more excited by the over-
whelming public support and 
public benefits to come as a result 
of passing the first local option 
levy in support of Lane County 
Parks. We are convinced that this 
achievement is due, in large part, 
to park supporters like you.

Leading up to the November 
2022 vote, you answered surveys, 
attended public meetings, and act-
ed as ambassadors. You were gen-
erous in sharing your ideas and 
collaborating with staff and other 
members of the community to 
prioritize projects for the greatest 
long-term public benefit. Togeth-
er, we developed a shared vision 
for a safe, clean, green County 

Park system for residents from all 
backgrounds, lifestyles and abili-
ties to enjoy. Lastly, and perhaps 
most importantly, you spoke out 
to educate voters about the value 
of a sustainably funded County 
Park system.

With this funding, Lane Coun-
ty Parks can further protect and 
improve the assets we have, in-
cluding addressing a backlog of 
deferred maintenance, increasing 
safety through a partnership with 
the Lane County Sheriff, and hir-
ing more park rangers. By lever-
aging these funds, in partnership 
with the Lane County Parks Ad-
visory Committee and the Lane 
County Board of County Com-
missioners, we see a bright future 
ahead! Thank you for helping us 
to get to this moment!

Where do we go from here? 
Levy monies will be collected 
through the Lane County Tax 
Assessor’s office and available in 
early 2024. In the meantime, we 
encourage and welcome your con-
tinued support by:

giving us a follow on Facebook 
& Instagram

Volunteering. We continue to 
rely on volunteers and our Friends 
Groups across the county to help 
maintain trails, facilitate youth 
educational programs and assist 
with conservation efforts.

Applying for a role on the Park 
Advisory Committee, we are ac-
cepting applications for three va-
cant seats. Please see the attached 
flyer for more information. 

Most of all, we want you to 
know how much we value your 
continued support! Our parks team 
is motivated to serve the public by 
creating safe, clean, green, and 
welcoming places for people from 
all walks of life to recreate and re-
plenish through nature.

Gratefully yours,
Brett Henry
Lane County Parks Division 

Manager

Letters to
the Editor

Continued From Page 2

By John Carlisle
This big ole’ red building, be-
loved UMCC
Is younger than many, but still 
over sixty.
With that being said, as some of 
you know
Things fall apart as time takes its 
toll.

So let me remind you, a revealing 
review
In case you’ve forgotten, or per-
haps you are new.
The roof lets in water on days 
when it pours
And there never were ramps to 
get in the doors.

There’s a men’s and a women’s, 
but both are quite bad
And there’s low water pressure 
and the kitchen is sad.
This list keeps on going, so we 
needed a plan
To fix what is broken, to do what 
we can.

As bad as it sounds, it could al-
ways be worse.
So we’ll focus on starting with 
what should come first.
We met with the builder, finalized 
our design.
Now we’re waiting on permits, in 
“Lane County” time.

With so much to do, all costing 
money,
We divided the project into one, 
two, and three.
So soon we’ll get started on the 
inside design,
Accessible spaces with everyone 
in mind.

We’ll have four brand new rest-
rooms, much better than two.
And a much wider hallway for 
your trip to the loo.
A bigger new kitchen, for potlucks 
and such.
For feeding our souls. For keeping 
in touch.

The foyer is changing, so soon it 
will be,
A hall, not a wall, in our grand 
new entry.
So there, now you have it, the first 
things to be done.
It’s just the beginning of what is 
to come.

Help if you can with phase two 
and three,
For the roof and new siding, and a 
safer entry.
Blessings to the future, for our 
community,
Give, if you can, to the UMCC.

This big ole red building
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once they arrived no one would 
be able to tell they were in the 
country illegally. All they needed 
was a well-connected, sympathetic 
smuggler to bring them across the 
sea and either provide forged entry 
papers or sneak them ashore in the 
middle of the night. Someone like 
William Dunbar.

As for the opium, in the 1890s 
opium was still perfectly legal. 
But it was subject to a very heavy 
tax of $12 per pound — about 
$375 in modern money. That, on 
a product that today sells on the 
international market for less than 
$50 a pound.

But there was a reason for that 
high tax. The vast majority of 
Americans viewed smoking opium 
as the ne plus ultra of debauchery 
and dissipation. Much of the 
population wouldn’t care about 
smuggling Chinese workers into 
the country; but most Americans 
would, if they learned you were 
smuggling in opium, rat you out 
to the police in a heartbeat. The 
risks, in opium smuggling, were 
much higher.

But Dunbar and Blum 
apparently were willing to take 
those risks, because obviously 
if you were buying a product for 
$50 a pound that was selling on 
the street for 10 times that, well, 
you could make some pretty good 
money … until, of course, you got 
caught.

And yes, Blum and Dunbar 
were definitely going to get 
caught, sooner or not much later. 
One of the more striking aspects 
of their story is the contrast 
between the size and scale of their 
organization’s capital investments, 
and the clumsiness of their 
operations. Usually, smugglers 
this dumb don’t grow this big. 
But, of course, usually successful 
businessmen don’t jeopardize 
their success by taking up high-
risk criminal enterprises as a side 
hustle, either.

According to Blum’s later 
testimony in court, the criminal 
enterprise got started circa 1890 

after one of Dunbar’s friends and 
fellow members of the Portland 
business elite, James Lotan, 
was given a cushy sinecure job 
as chief customs collector for 
the Port of Portland. Lotan, the 
owner of the Stark Street Ferry, 
was also the head of the Oregon 
Republican Party, and this easy, 
lucrative federal job was basically 
a political patronage plum.

The chief customs collector, of 
course, was the top federal official 
in charge of making sure no one 
was smuggling anything into the 
port.

As would quickly become 
obvious, this was like putting a fox 
in charge of the chicken house.

Dunbar and Blum were probably 
already doing some low-key 
smuggling before this, because 
immediately upon receiving his 
new appointment, Lotan (again, 
according to Blum) approached 
Blum to see about putting his 
newfound authority to use.

The scheme they came up with 
was pretty slick. Lotan was to 
generate official paperwork for 
each Chinese passenger. Each 
passenger would pay $120 (about 
$3,750 in modern money) to be 
smuggled into the country.  ($50 
of that went straight to Lotan, 
for his help in the process.) The 
paperwork would identify the 
Chinese men as employees of 
U.S. companies, already legal 
residents, who had been sent to 
Canada on business and now 
simply needed to get back home 
to the U.S.

The passengers would board 
the Haytian Republic or the 
Wilmington in China, after all the 
wheat had been offloaded, and the 
ship would carry them to Canada, 
landing in Victoria or Vancouver. 
There they would finalize the 
papers with photographs and 
anything else needed, before 
getting back on the ship and 
heading south to Portland. Upon 
arriving, they would be ushered in 
to see Lotan, who would ask them 
a series of questions designed 

to appear to confirm that the 
workers were entitled to “return” 
to America.

These interview questions were 
carefully scripted, and on the way 
down Chinese-speaking associates 
of Blum and Dunbar would 
instruct each worker carefully on 
how to answer them.

“They were told of the witnesses 
to their identity, what firm they 
belonged to, the amount of money 
they had as a share where they 
did business, how long they had 
been away from the United States, 
which direction the streets run, 
and everything they would be 
asked upon their arrival here,” 
Blum said.

So this was how they had started 
out operations. It was a slick 
system, and if they’d stuck to it, 
rather than diversifying into drug 
smuggling, they probably would 
have been able to keep it up for a 
good long time.

But, of course, they did not.
We’ll talk about how things 

went for the gang after they 
diversified into opium smuggling 
in Part II of this article.

(Sources: Agony of Choice: 
Matsuoka Yosuke and the Rise 
and Fall of the Japanese Empire, 
1880-1946, a book by David J. Lu 
published in 2002 by Lexington 
Books; “Yosuke Matsuoka: The 
Far-Western Roots of a World-
Political Vision,” an article by 
Masaharu Ano published in the 
Summer 1997 issue of Oregon 
Historical Quarterly; Wicked 
Portland, a book by Finn J.D. 
John published in 2012 by The 
History Press)

Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon 
State University and writes about 
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His 
book, Heroes and Rascals of Old 
Oregon, was recently published 
by Ouragan House Publishers. 
To contact him or suggest a topic: 
finn@offbeatoregon.com or 541-
357-2222.

CONTINUED NEXT WEEK

Clumsiest drug smugglers
Continued From Page 4

The McKenzie River Ranger 
District is beginning the planning 
process for a watershed-scale tim-
ber thinning project in the Blue 
River watershed outside of the 
portion affected by the Holiday 
Farm Fire. Officials are expect-
ing to complete an Environmental 
Assessment for this project, called 
Calloway, in the next year. 

The project area encompasses 
45,027 acres and is located on the 
McKenzie River and Sweet Home 
Districts of the Willamette Na-
tional Forest just north of the town 
of Blue River, in Lane, and Linn 
Counties. The project website is 
located here https://www.fs.usda.
gov/project/?project=63148 .

Officials say the purpose and 
need for the project includes, (1) 
Providing a sustainable supply 
of timber products; (2) Actively 
managing stands to improve stand 
conditions in terms of, density, di-
versity, and structure; (3) Manag-
ing Riparian Reserves to control 
stocking and acquire desired veg-
etation characteristics needed to 
attain Aquatic Conservation Strat-
egy objectives, (4) Sustainably 
managing the road systems in the 
project area, and (5) Strategically 
reducing hazardous fuels to assist 
future wildfire management.

To meet the purpose and need, 
the proposed action would:

• Treat up to 8,213 acres of tim-
ber less than 80 years old in previ-
ously managed stands.

• Construct up to 25 miles of 
temporary roads, with decommis-
sioning upon project completion.

• Complete maintenance on 222 
miles of existing roads including 
culvert replacement to protect wa-
ter quality.

• Decommission, closure or 
storage of up to 44.6 miles of ex-

isting roads.
• Complete roadside hazardous 

fuels treatments to create potential 
control lines to fight future fires 
more effectively. This includes up 
to 5,069 acres of roadside thinning 
along main haul routes within the 
project area and up to 1,432 acres 
outside the project area.

Comments should be submitted 
by January 10th, 2022. Comments 
should be site specific to the pro-
posed activities and project area. 
For referenced material to be con-
sidered, commenters should sup-
ply referenced literature and dis-
cuss its relevancy to the project as 
part of their comments.

Comments may be submitted 
by email or mail. Comments re-
ceived, including the names and 
addresses of those who comment, 
will be considered part of the pub-
lic record for this project and will 
be available for public review.

• Scoping comments can be 
submitted electronically through 
https://cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public//
CommentInput?Project=63148

• Email with Calloway in the 
subject to the project lead, Dean 
Schlichting at dean.schlichting@
usda.gov

• Mailed to McKenzie River 
Ranger District, Attn: Dean Schli-
chting, 57600 McKenzie Highway 
McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

People will have an additional 
opportunity to comment when the 
draft environmental assessment 
is prepared. A decision regarding 
this project is expected to be made 
early in the Fall of 2023 with im-
plementation following shortly 
afterwards.

For more information, contact 
Dean Schlichting, NEPA Planner 
and project lead at dean.schlicht-
ing@usda.gov.

Forest Service
plans thinning project

Projecting what the future could 
hold was a concern for vice chair 
Sonya Carlson who questioned 
how long the utility could depend 
on a run-of-the-river project. 
“How much water will actually 
be flowing through?” she asked, 
adding that “the climate is 
changing. It’s going to look 
different.”

Board chairman John Brown 
agreed, saying he was concerned 
that if the Leaburg project was 
returned to service it might have 

to shut down ten years later. “We 
could spend $250 million to get 
it back running and then another 
$300 million tearing it down. So 
it’s a huge financial risk if we 
return to service and flows are 
such that we can’t really use it.”

Though board members all 
seemed to favor permanently 
shutting down Leaburg, no vote 
was taken. They are planning to 
vote in January on a “Record of 
Decision” authorizing staff to carry 
out the partial decommissioning 

of the project. Lawson said he 
will work to develop a process 
to keep commissioners informed 
periodically over the next several 
years. He also said if a funding 
source is identified that would 
cover the costs of restoring the 
entire project area to natural 
conditions (similar to what 
existed prior to construction in 
1928) EWEB would explore that 
option.

Continued From Page 4

Dam removal

“Ultimately, we’d like the de-
sign concept to reflect commu-
nity preferences and be formally 
endorsed by the Board of County 
Commissioners,” she said. “Cre-
ating a solid vision for Blue River 
Drive would not only provide 
greater clarity about develop-
ment expectations but increase 
confidence and competitiveness 
in securing grant funding need-
ed to implement the vision and 
construct the roadway improve-
ments.”

A meeting for the afternoon of 
Saturday, January 14th,  is tenta-
tively between 1 and 4 p.m.at the 
McKenzie Community School to 
discuss the project with the com-
munity and solicit public input 
and preferences

That will be followed by a mid-
February Public Hearing before 
the Lane County Planning Com-
mission on Tuesday, February 
7th, at 7 p.m. People can attend at 
Lane County Public Works, 3050 
N. Delta Hwy. in Eugene; or via 

a hybrid option (online and/or 
phone).

More discussions are planned 
for Wednesday, March 22nd, at 
5:45 p.m. before the Lane County 
Transportation Advisory Commit-
tee, also at Lane County Public 
Works, 3050 N. Delta Hwy; or via 
online and/or phone. That could 
be followed by a mid-April Pub-
lic Hearing before the Board of 
County Commissioners at Harris 
Hall in Eugene.

Continued From Page 4

Blue River Drive
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This year’s Business Holiday Lights Contest/Winners  were: East Lane Veterinary first place  - $200, 
McKenzie River Discovery Center and McKenzie Stage Stop, tied for 2nd place - Each $ 125. 

Honorable Mentions: Walterville Grange. Leaburg McKenzie Fire Training Center, McKenzie Feed Store, 
Leaburg Store, Living Waters Christian Fellowship, and the EWEB power houses.

Residences that were sent in as really nice displays included: 43344 McKenzie Hwy, 40870 McKenzie 
Hwy, 40695 Dearhorn Rd, 88240 Millican Rd, Houses on Lupe Lane Neighborhood Cluster - Madrone St 
41627, 41632, 41704, 41714, and 41620.

Constructing a Brighter Future, 
a collaborative project involving 
Lane Education Service District 
(ESD), Lane Community College, 
Lane Workforce Partnership and 
others, is bringing the community 
together to shelter the unhoused. 
Led by construction experts and 
educators, area students are build-
ing temporary shelters for individ-
uals experiencing houselessness. 
The shelters are then connected 
with those in need through a part-
nership with community-based 
organizations that provide transi-
tional housing.

The work we are doing at Con-
structing a Brighter Future not only 
supports a prioritized community 
need, but is also a workforce ini-
tiative that introduces young peo-
ple to high demand construction 
trades through hands-on, work-
based learning opportunities,” 
according to Shareen Vogel from 
Lane County ESD. “Together we 
are building a system of support 
to move forward into housing sus-
tainability.”

To create the project’s single-
room transitional shelters, Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) 
teachers from 15 Lane County 
School Districts and Lane Com-
munity College worked with 
builders and designers from com-
munity-based organizations that 
address houselessness, including 
Square One Village and EveryOne 
Village. The CTE instructors then 
brought the plans into their class-
rooms and are leading students in 
the construction process.

With a goal of building 30 shel-
ters from August of 2022 through 
June of 2023, Constructing a 

Brighter Future is currently seeking 
additional support. In addition to 
funding from Oregon Department 
of Education CTE Revitalization 
grant, Lane County Economic De-
velopment, Future Ready Oregon 
Prosperity 10K grant, The Round-
house Foundation in Sisters, Or-
egon has provided the group with 
a $25,000 matching grant to help 
boost the impact of future commu-
nity donations.

Erin Borla, executive director 
and trustee at The Roundhouse 
Foundation said, “Constructing a 
Brighter Future is a perfect exam-
ple of bringing together multiple 
groups in one community to ad-
dress a very acute need, including 
educators and students. It creates a 
foundation of learning for students 
in the region’s rural communities 
to help those in need, while simul-
taneously gaining valuable, trade-
based skills for multiple career 
pathways. Supporting and elevat-
ing projects like this is a core part 
of our mission at The Roundhouse 
Foundation.”

The Constructing a Brighter 
Future Project was developed by 
Lane Education Service District, 
Lane Community College, and 
Lane Workforce Partnership to ad-
dress houselessness in the commu-
nity and introduce young people 
to multiple career pathways. The 
project draws from a network of 
Lane County educators, local tran-
sitional housing organizations, 
community-based organizations, 
as well as industry and workforce 
personnel to develop shelters.

For more information, visit 
https://lanecte.org.

Constructing a 
Brighter Future

Lighting the night
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“Holiday Lights” winners announced

East Lane Veterinary Hospital

McKenzie Stage Stop

they are actively seeking more 
grants to support the library build 
as well as operations after the new 
library opens. 

Currently, there’s a tempo-
rary library inside the Upper 
McKenzie Community Center in 
Rainbow that’s been operating 
since July 5th, 2021. There, the 
library received a grant to pur-
chase and operate a computerized 
circulation system and catalog, a 
website with E-books and Audio-

books. There’s also public access 
to a fine collection of books and 
DVDs for movies, Wi-Fi, as well 
as computers for use on-site. 

“We will be transferring all of 
this to the new library, so we can 
begin operations soon after the 
building is finished,” Sherman 
says. 

People can visit the library’s 
website to learn more at obrien-
library.org or via email at obrien-
memoriallibrary@gmail.com.

Continued From Page 4

O’Brien building

Students at McKenzie Community School have participated in the Brighter 
Future program, by constructing one of the new shelters.

The Three Rivers Foundation, 
established by the Confederated 
Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua 
and Siuslaw Indians as the chari-
table arm of its Three Rivers Ca-
sino Resort, is set to award more 
than one million dollars to non-
profits yet again.

“It is important to us that we 
make an impact within our com-
munity and help organizations 
that work hard to get the extra 
funding they need to be success-
ful,” says Doug Barrett, Tribal 
Council Member and Three Riv-
ers Foundation Board of Trust-
ees Chair. “Our board values the 
community and helping organiza-
tions that help so many families 
and individuals.”

Due to long-term effects of the 
pandemic, it has been very tough 
for nonprofits. The Three Rivers 
Foundation has been a beacon 
of support for nonprofits provid-
ing much-needed funding to pro-

grams all over Oregon.
The Tribe started the Founda-

tion in October 2011 with profits 
from the Three Rivers Casino Re-
sort, which the tribe manages. The 
Foundation supports areas such 
as education, health, the environ-
ment, and more. Earlier this year, 
they awarded grants totaling more 
than $1.4 million to over 100 non-
profits who were helped by their 
generosity.

The Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Emerald Valley received $25K. 
“Three Rivers Foundation under-
stands the urgent need to help ig-
nite the imagination and interest 
of kids, especially traditionally 
underrepresented groups like girls 
and young people of color, to the 
possibility that STEAM learning 
can provide for enhancing their 
fundamental skills at school. With 
this grant money, our organization 
can expand these programs and 
serve even more kids,” said Matt 

Sorensen, Chief Executive Officer 
of the Boys & Girls Club of Em-
erald Valley.

The Three Rivers Foundation 
also awarded grants to healthcare 
organizations that found them-
selves on the front lines during 
this pandemic.

“We are extremely grateful to 
the Three Rivers Foundation for 
their generous support,” said Do-
reen Kelly, South Coast Hospice 
& Palliative Care Services, Inc. 
“When we informed them of the 
ongoing need to test our staff for 
exposure to COVID-19 to best 
protect the terminally ill in our 
care and our staff, they came to 
our aid.”

The next grant cycle will begin 
on December 1, 2022, and non-
profits located in Lane, Curry, 
Douglas, Lincoln, and Coos coun-
ties are encouraged to apply. In-
terested parties can review grant 
criteria and apply at https://www.
threeriversfoundation.org/apply-
now.

Applications from other non-
profit organizations with projects 
located in Oregon with projects 
specifically important to Native 
American populations, projects 
that have “statewide impact” in 
Oregon, or other federally recog-
nized tribes are also welcomed.

Three Rivers Foundation to award
over $1 million to Oregon organizations


