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Oregon Climate Change Re-
port: Future Will See Heavy Pre-
cipitation Events, Less Snowpack, 
Warmer Summers, Substantial 
Wildfire Increase, Bigger Floods

The effects of a changing cli-
mate continue to significantly af-
fect Oregonians and the state’s re-
sources and infrastructure, the lat-
est biennial report released today 
by the Oregon Climate Change 
Research Institute concludes.

Key points from the fifth Or-
egon Climate Assessment:

— The number and intensity of 
heavy precipitation events, par-
ticularly in winter, are projected 
to increase throughout the cur-
rent century. Snowpack around 
the state likely will melt more 
quickly.

— The frequency of days warm-
er than 90 degrees is increasing. 
The frequency, duration, and in-
tensity of extreme heat events is 
expected to increase throughout 
the 21st century.

— Over the next 50 to 100 
years, area burned by wildfires is 
projected to increase substantially, 
initially east of the Cascades and 
then on the west side.

 — Flood magnitudes are likely 
to increase in a warmer climate. 
The proportion of precipitation 
falling as rain is likely to increase, 
and rainfall-driven floods tend to 
have higher peaks than snowmelt-
driven floods.

 — As sea level rises, coastal 
storms and high tides are likely to 
increase the frequency and sever-
ity of coastal flooding. By 2050, 
relative sea level at Newport is 
likely to rise between 0.6 and 1.8 
feet, and at least one flood is likely 
to exceed 4 feet above mean high 
tide.

— Projected continued warming 
of ocean water has the potential to 
affect many other drivers of ocean 
change, such as by increasing the 
toxicity of harmful algal blooms. 
Ocean acidity also is projected to 
rise, which is likely to affect shell 
formation in diverse species of 
commercial, recreational and cul-
tural value.

— Climate change is affecting 
the timing of seasonal events in the 
life cycle of plants and animals. 
The ability of Oregon’s species to 
adapt behaviorally, physically or 
genetically to climate change in 

part depends on the speed of cli-
mate change.

— Projected increases in sea 
level and precipitation intensities 
are expected to strain levees and 
tide gates as well as sewer and 
stormwater infrastructure. Data-
driven, science-based capital plan-
ning that engages stakeholders can 
help foster important infrastruc-
ture adaptations.

— Fifty percent of Oregon 
households spend 30% or more of 
their income on rent or a mortgage. 
Displacement and income loss as-
sociated with climate impacts will 
increase the risk of homelessness, 
food insecurity and mental health 
challenges.

 –Tribes throughout Oregon 
may experience impacts of cli-
mate change that relate to their 
cultures, identities, histories, rela-
tions with other governments and 
land-holding status. Tribes are 
building climate change resiliency 
plans around priority topics such 
as access to first foods, commu-
nity health, changes in the distri-
butions or status of native species, 
and wetland alterations.

“Over the past several months a 
lot of pieces had to come togeth-
er, all heading to getting property 
cleanup done,” according to  An-
gela Beers Seydel, Public Infor-
mation Officer  with the Oregon 
Dept. of Transportation. “We’ve 
signed over 30 contracts for eve-
rything from project monitoring 

to landfill disposal. The lead con-
tractors for hazard tree removal 
began mobilization of crews and 
equipment, with the ash and de-
bris removal close behind. Sub-
contractors are being hired in 
accordance with a commitment 
to local Oregon businesses to 
encourage economic recovery; 

diversity, equity and inclusion; 
and workforce apprentices and 
on-the-job training.”

Property owners impacted by 
the Holiday Farem Fire can now 
access a website-based map that 
will show progress as occurs.

Seydel  said another section 
with answers to frequently asked 

questions has been developed at:
https://wildfire.oregon.gov/clean-
up. 

On November 19th, the Oregon 
Wildfire Recovery Debris Man-
agement Task Force awarded a  
$75.5 million monitoring contract 
to CDR Maguire Emergency Man-
agement of Florida. Eleven days 

later, Alaska based Suulutaaq Inc.. 
won the  $22.94 million contract 
for Holiday Farm Fire danger tree 
removal. A $22.20 million ash and 
debris removal contract involving 
517 lots was awarded to AshBritt 
Environmental of Florida on De-
cember 9th.

Climate report says to buckle up
More rain, less snow, floods and wildfires in Oregon’s future
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“Old Tech” resurgence?
HAM radio can sometimes be the

backbone for an emergency response

Hazard tree cleanup is moving forward

Suulutaaq crews have begun chipping slash at Strube Flats near Cougar Reservoir. The material, left from the initial response tree cleanup, will be used to help with erosion control.

Hazard tree cleanup - Page 2

Ben Shapiro

Both the new and the old were 
on the minds of people at last 
week’s digital forum on Oregon’s 
communications infrastructure 
and internet connectivity. The vir-
tual panel discussion, sponsored 
by the Technology Association of 
Oregon and Onward Eugene, was 
focused on how best to deal with 
failings that have plagued areas of 
the state impacted by recent wild-
fires, as well as COVID-19.

Paul Braunstein of AT&T is also 
a consultant for FirstNet Solutions, 
a new cell phone network that 
came out of years of discussions 
amongst federal, state, county, and 
city agencies - as well as EMS -  
since the 911 attack in New York. 

“First Net was designed to really 
change the game - from man made 
to natural disasters,” Braunstein 
said. “911 was the specific event 
that really changed the game,” 
he said.  “There was a lack of a 
communication response with 
all the converging organizations 
using walky talkies, thousand who 
couldn’t talk to each other.”

The fall back then, he said, ,were 
commercial devices provided by 

the likes of Horizon or AT&T. 
“The problem is networks fail, 
with so many people trying to 
communicate networks just get 
congested. On 911 there was no 
level of prioritization.”

The solution, after many years 
of lobbying, was the creation of 
an entirely new agency - the First 
Net Authority - which advertised 
for proposals to create a cellular 
carrier with separate frequencies 
dedicated just for public safety 
agencies. AT&T wont he contract 
and has been working for the 
last two years to coordinate 
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WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date High Low Rain Releases

1/5 51 41 0.01 1,930 cfs
1/6 51 46 0.66 1,650 cfs
1/7 52 45 0.03 1,650 cfs
1/8 50 41 0.58 1,350 cfs
1/9 50 38 0 1,140 cfs
1/10 53 42 0.02 1,020 cfs
1/11 53 42 0.20 980 cfs 

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow

1/5 45 35 0.81 10,300 cfs
1/6 49 39 0.51 9,330 cfs
1/7 47 40 0.55 9,460 cfs
1/8 53 41 0.34 8,620 cfs
1/9 48 33 0.16 7,920 cfs
1/10 52 35 0.22 7,070 cfs
1/11 52 37 0.03 6,060 cfs

McKenzie Valley
Showers

60% chance precip
High: 53 Low: 40

McKenzie Valley
Cloudy

35% chance precip
High: 52 Low: 40

Santiam Pass
Mostly Cloudy

10% chance precip
High: 44 Low: 32

McKenzie Valley
AM Clouds

25% chance precip
High: 53 Low: 38

Santiam Pass
Partly Cloudy

20% chance precip
High: 45 Low: 32

Friday 1/15 Saturday 1/16 Sunday 1/17

Santiam Pass
Rain/Snow Showers

45% chance precip
High: 42 Low - 30
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 — The costs of adaptations 
to climate change in the agricul-
tural sector likely will be passed 
on to consumers, exacerbating the 
existing challenges some Orego-
nians face in buying affordable 
produce. Agricultural laborers’ 
incidence of heat-related illnesses 
and exposure to wildfire smoke is 
expected to increase; in Oregon, 
28% of agricultural workers are 
undocumented immigrants who 
may be unable or reluctant to seek 
health care.

In addition, the legislatively 
mandated Oregon Climate As-
sessment, which references many 
peer-reviewed studies, sheds light 
on growing racial and economic 
disparities in exposure to climate 
extremes and the natural hazards 
associated with them.

“New evidence is consistent 
with observations about tempera-
ture and precipitation that were re-
ported in previous assessments,” 
said Erica Fleishman, director of 
the Oregon Climate Change Re-
search Institute and one of the 
editors of the report. “Average an-
nual temperature in Oregon is in-
creasing and is likely to continue 
increasing, especially in summer. 
And the intensity of major storms 
is likely to increase, which may 
lead to more flooding.”

OCCRI is housed in the College 
of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric 
Science at Oregon State Univer-
sity. More than 30 collaborators 
affiliated with OCCRI, including 
OSU, OSU-Cascades, Portland 
State University, the University 
of Oregon, multiple governmental 
agencies and other organizations, 
worked together to compile the 
fifth Oregon Climate Assessment.

Issued four months after wild-

fires of historic proportions oc-
curred throughout Oregon, the 
report projects that the number of 
large fires in the state and through-
out the West will increase as the 
climate continues to change. It 
notes that in some cases, however, 
prescribed fire, including tradi-
tional Indigenous burning practic-
es, may help reduce future blazes’ 
size and intensity.

“The report complements key 
messages in Oregon’s draft 2020 
Climate Change Adaptation 
Framework that both mitigation 
and adaptation actions can help 
Oregon’s residents reduce the 
short- and long-term risks of cli-
mate change, while revitalizing 
the state’s economy and increas-
ing environmental equity,” said 
Fleishman, who is also a profes-
sor at OSU. “This assessment, like 
previous assessments, illustrates 
the consensus among a diverse 
group of scientists and public ser-
vants that climate change likely 
will continue to have profound 
effects on natural hazards and hu-
man communities in Oregon.”

It is increasingly clear, she add-
ed, that climate change can act as 
a multiplier on the negative effects 
of other stressors, such as a pan-
demic, and vice versa.

“It also is becoming more and 
more apparent that simultaneously 
addressing health inequities and 
climate-related natural hazards 

Currently, workers are assess-
ing hazard trees and marking ones 
for removal with a blue paint dot 
and bar code. “Once that is done, 
the hazard tree cutting work can 
begin,” Seydel said. “We’re look-
ing at the ash and debris work be-
ginning more toward the end of 
January. The address markers are 
going in now.”

The trees have been identified 
by an independent arborist who 
determined if they died or have a 
high probability of not surviving. 
Trees will be felled up to two tree 
lengths away from the roadway if 
it’s determined that they could hit 
the road. Hazard trees that threaten 
cleanup crews working on proper-
ties will also be removed. 

ODOT officials say all non-mer-
chantable timber will be chipped. 
The merchantable timber will be 
left for landowners. Merchantable 
timber on public property will be 
sold with the proceeds used to off-
set the cost of cleanup.

Continued From - Page 1

Hazard tree cleanup

In addition, all chips will be 
spread on properties to limit ero-
sion concerns, and no logs, brush 
or stumps will be left within 30 
feet of the fog line to limit the dan-
ger to vehicles.

Seydel said  work will begin at 
the eastern edge of the fire area 
and continue west along the Mc-
Kenzie Highway. “This plan was 
determined with the county, based 
on the expectation that weather 
will be worse to the east first, and 
to get as much done as efficiently 
and safety as possible,” she said. 
“They will operate six days a 
week, as weather allows. There 
will be long delays on the highway 
while trees are being felled.”

More information:
· Wildfire cleanup webpage: ht-

tps://wildfire.oregon.gov/cleanup 
· Wildfire debris cleanup hot-

line: 503-934-1700 or odot.wild-
fire@odot.state.or.us

· Highway travel conditions: 
TripCheck.com

with all levels of public response 
agencies. “We’ve been trained at 
a FEMA level to understand their 
operations and bridge the gap 
between federal, state and local 
agencies and the private partners,” 
he said.

Ben Shapiro, a systems engineer 
with Emerald Broadband of 
Eugene, worked with the volunteer 
based Oregon Internet Response 
team after the Holiday Farm Fire. 

“In this particular case we 
were able to beam internet from 
Bend across mountain tops to the 
valley,” Shapiro explained. “Going 
forward I want Emerald to work 
with local, county and federal 
agencies to in crease monitoring 
in the environment.

Some of his suggestions 
included siting cameras in really 
remote areas because, “You don’t 
realize there’s a fire until it gets 
really far away from the ignition 
point.” 

He was asked “What do you do 
when everything else fails?” by the 
forum’s facilitator, Lane Tomkins, 
superintendent of McKenzie 
Schools.

“You should turn to HAM 
radio,” Shapiro answered. “To 
make a call for assistance may 
take a few bits of data. What 
people don’t tend to think about 
is how much equipment that 
data goes through - millions of 
dollars”

HAM radio, he said, “Can do 
the same thing for a couple of 
hundred dollars.”

Long gone are the days when 
HAM operators were limited to 
tapping out Morse code. With 
today’s hand-helds, “If you’re an 
OIR volunteer and also a HAM 
radio operator you’re aligning 
tenets with point to point voice 
communication over ten’s of 
miles,” according to Shapiro. 
“If you’re using a mountain top 
repeater you could be upwards 
of 90 miles away from each 
other.”

Stressing his support he 
concluded with, “Absolutely 
get a HAM radio. It’s a great 
thing you can do for personal 
safety. I’m encouraging all my 
coworkers to do it.”

will contribute to Oregon’s resil-
iency and quality of life,” Fleish-
man said. “Racial and economic 
disparities in exposure to climate 
extremes and related natural haz-
ards, and ensuing effects on phys-
ical and mental health of Oregon’s 
residents, are becoming more pro-
nounced. Tribal Knowledges and 
an emphasis on equity and inclu-
sion in the development of adap-
tation strategies have potential to 
reduce negative health outcomes 
associated with climate change.”

In line with the four previous 
assessments, recent research sug-
gests that the frequency and se-
verity of droughts in Oregon are 
likely to increase, especially as 
precipitation continues to trend 
toward rain and away from snow; 
melting snowpack is what feeds 
streams and other water resources 
during dry parts of the year.

The new report also sheds light 
on climate-change-related stresses 
to Oregon’s infrastructure, key ex-
amples being the pipes and treat-
ment plants that deal with sewage 
and stormwater during winter, and 
electricity supplies during increas-
ingly hot summers.

“These stresses may be allevi-
ated to some extent by greater use 
of wind and solar power, incen-
tives for management of electric-
vehicle charging schedules and 
green infrastructure,” Fleishman 
said.

Continued From - Page 1

HAM radio
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Jan. 4: 08:15: North Gate Creek 
Rd. Milepost 2.5. Vehicle Fire. 
Fire extinguished.

17:44: 42000 block, McK. Hwy. 
Electrical Problem. Investigate, 
Unable To Locate.

Jan. 8: 06:56: 41000 blk, 
Madrone St. Medical, General. 
Assisted patient to personal 
vehicle.

11:30: 90000 blk, Mountain 
View Ln. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

17:23: 1300 blk, 66th St. 
Medical Alarm. Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported.

Jan. 9: 03:40: Camp Creek 
Rd./Marcola Rd. Motor Vehicle 
Accident – Non-Injury/Non-
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Jan. 5: 7:41 a.m: Suspicious 
Vehicle - 44500 block, McK. 
Hwy.

8:47 a.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 92200 blk, Carson St.

8:45 a.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
Hill Rd. & Marcola Rd.

10:45 a.m: Citizen Contact - 
McK. Hwy. MP13.

12:07 p.m: Assist Oregon State 
Police - 45900 blk, Goodpasture 
Rd.

3:31 p.m: Theft - 40600 blk, 
Potter Creek Ln. Report of a 
company hired to clean up fire 
damage stealing items.

4:55 p.m: Criminal Mischief - 
92200 blk, Whitmore St. Report 
of a neighbor taking down a fence 
another neighbor built.

Jan. 6: 5:55 a.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 42600 blk, McK. 
Hwy.

1:18 p.m: Threat, Harassment - 
51700 blk, Blue River Dr. Report 
of a neighbor coming onto another 
neighbor’s property.

2:50 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call 
- 90700 blk, Fish Hatchery Rd.

6:35 p.m: Criminal Trespass - 
59200 blk, N. Belknap Springs Rd. 
Report of a female at the location 
refusing to leave. The woman was 
reportedly in the tent camping 
area under a tarp and says she 
was dropped off at the location, is 
pregnant, and has nowhere to go. 
Arrangements were made to have 
the person who dropped her off 
come and pick her up.

Jan. 7: 10:37 a.m: Foot Patrol 
- Goodpasture Rd. & McK. Hwy.

10:37 a.m: Theft of Mail - 
89400 blk, Old Mohawk Rd.

12:14 p.m: Vehicle Stop - Upper 
Camp Creek Rd. & Australian 
Rd.

12:44 p.m: Unlawful Use of 
Vehicle - 90200 blk, Hill Rd. 

1:37 p.m: Vehicle Stop - Upper 
Camp Creek Rd. & Australian 
Rd.

6:43 p.m: Motor Vehicle Acci-
dent, No Injury - Paschelke Rd. & 
Marcola Rd.

Jan. 8: 12:01 a.m: Fraud - 
43200 blk, McK. Hwy.

12:33 p.m: Disturbance, Dis-
pute - 92200 blk, Treston Ln.

1:14 p.m: Vehicle Stop – 
Marcola, N. OF 9.

1:42 p.m: Assist, Citizen 
Contact - 57100 blk, N. Bank Rd.

Jan. 9: 10:53 a.m: Threat, 

Continued On Page 5

Jan. 10: 18:36: Crash, Non-
Injury - Hwy. 126E, Milepost 11. 
Troopers & emergency personnel 
were dispatched to a crash. The 
driver of a white PT Cruiser said 
she did not observe the vehicle 
in front of her brake to take a left 
unto Natures Garden Street. The 
PT Cruiser struck the back of a 

State Police
Report

Jan. 11: 13:45: Motor 
Vehicle Accident – McK. Hwy./
Aufderheide Dr. Crash activation 
from phone.

The Upper McK. Fire District 
board of directors will hold its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
January 20th, at the McK. Fire 
Station, 56578 McK. Hwy. in 
McKenzie Bridge, at 7 p.m.

Harassment - 51000 blk, Blue 
River Dr. Report of a neighbor 
coming onto another neighbor’s 
property.

10:43 a.m: Fraud - 43000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Report of unauthorized 
withdrawals on a bank account.

12:33 p.m: Disturbance, Dis-
pute - 92000 blk, Treston Ln. 
Report of a dispute between 
several males and a female.  A 
deputy spoke with the involved 
and they have separated from 
each other.  No physical aspect to 
the dispute and no evidence of a 
crime.

1:48 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 39500 blk, Walterville Ln.

2:08 p.m: Foot Patrol – 

From February 11, 1991 edition of McKenzie River Reflections

...saving stories 
from the rising

tide of time.

To download fully functioning 8-page digital files, 
with accessible text and images go to: http://alturl.
com/9yb9n

Personal Property Certified Appraisers

We can recreate your contents from 
photos and/or your descriptions for 
insurance purposes.

541-221-2191 
avaluequest@gmail.com

Blocking.
Jan. 10: 10:39: 40000 blk, 

McK. Hwy. Lift Assist. Lift Assist 
Only.

18:32: 38000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
MVA. Confirmed Non-Injury.

20:22: 8800 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. Disregarded.

McK. Fire & Rescue will 
hold its monthly virtual board of 
directors meeting on Monday; 
January 18th. Check the web 
site www.mckenziefire.com for 
meeting log-in/call-in infor-
mation. Information will be 
posted the week prior to the 
meeting. Anyone coming to the 
district offices needs to make an 
appointment and should observe 
public guidelines by wearing, at 
minimum, gloves and a mask.

silver VW Passat. The Passat 
drove south on Natures Garden 
Street prior to police arrival. The 
PT Cruiser came to rest against a 
power pole down an embankment 
but did not cause damage to the 
pole. The PT Cruiser was towed 
due to damage. Both drivers were 
uninjured. Involved: 53-yesr-old 
male, 53-year-old female.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer at

Windermere Real Estate since 2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

* based on Winderemere’s annual Top Producers List

We have over 30 years experience specializing in  McKenzie  Real  Estate.  
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance 
with all your real estate needs.
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Try hiding in Oregon - Page 8

“Well,” said Steve, polishing off 
the last of his coffee, “what should 
we discuss this fine morning?”

“I’m awful glad you asked, ol’ 
pard,” came the cheerful voice of 
Windy Wilson, emerging through 
the swinging doors that came from 
the kitchen of the Mule Barn truck 
stop. “Yessir. Awful glad.”

Steve and the other members 
of the world dilemma think tank 
looked in amazement as this old 
camp cook and cowboy came over 
with the coffee pot and topped 
off their coffee mugs. Windy had 
found a dish towel and wrapped it 
around his waist, too.

“Windy?” said Doc. “Mighty 
fine-looking dish towel you’re 
wearing.”

“Thanks, Doc. I cornsider it the 
aplex of dining room fashion for a 
volunteer coffee guy. Took me a 
while to talk Loretta into lettin’ me 
wear it, howsomever. I guess she 
ain’t up on dining room fashions.”

“Let me guess,” said Doc. “This 
must be your helping day, right?”

“Right as grain, Doc,” Windy 
said, cheerfully. “I thought about 
it and decisioned I’d devote my 
helpin’ day to the good ol’ Mule 
Barn.”

We all knew Windy dedicated 
one day each week to helping 
others. This sometimes meant 
helping them when they really 
didn’t need it, but hey, the older 
folks in our town get some trash 
picked up in the yard and some 
kindling split. You know. 

“So fer a conservational subject 
this sparklin’ a.m.,” Windy said, 
“I believe I’d meanderate through 
the mystericals of ancient history, 
beginnin’ with them Egypt guys. 
Whadda ya think?”

“Might just do that, Windy,” said 
Steve. “But if you don’t mind me 
asking, why are you helping out 
with the coffee in here rather than 
cleaning up somebody’s yard.”

Windy looked around to see 
if the other 43 people in the café 
could hear, then leaned down 
toward Steve. “Lot warmer in here 
than it is in somebody’s yard, and 
thassa fact.”

---------
Brought to you by Slim’s latest 

novel “Cock-a-Doodle Death” 
What happens when a chicken’s 
ghost haunts Home Country. Not 
yet available, but start saving 
up.

By Slim Randles

By Finn J.D. John
Happy New Year! In the spirit 

of the American tradition of the 
season, today we’re going to 
explore the stories of two Missouri 
men whose New Year’s Resolutions 
probably once included “Give up 
crime” and “Hide from the F.B.I.”

This is the sort of thing that used 
to be very easy to do in Oregon, 
which is actually the only state 
(so far as I have been able to 
learn) to have ever had one of its 
U.S. Senators serve under an alias 
which he adopted while running 
from law enforcement. (That 
would be John M. Hipple, a.k.a. 
John H. Mitchell — a cool, amoral 
Gilded Age rascal after whom the 
town of Mitchell is named — who 
in 1860 abandoned his wife and 
family in Connecticut, “borrowed” 
$4,000 from his employer, and 
fled with his mistress to the West 
Coast to start a new life under a 
new name.)

Hipple’s adventure is a story for 
another day. Today we are going 
to talk about two other fugitives, 
both of whom had the bad luck 
to be on the lam 90 years after 
Hipple’s successful scampering-
off. Their luck would not be as 
good as his.

Like Hipple, neither was a 
killer. One of them was arguably 
not even a “real” criminal. But 
both of them were fugitives from 
justice who were caught “laying 
low” under aliases in little towns 
in Oregon, and both were caught 
through the media — in one case, 
the newspapers, and in the other, a 
radio show.

Orba Elmer Jackson (a.k.a. Ken 
Van Kempen):

In March of 1950, Clide Adams, 
the postmaster in the town of 
Tualatin, was going through a 
packet of FBI “Wanted” posters 
preparatory to putting them up 
on the post-office wall when he 
noticed a familiar face looking up 

at him from the stack.
The name on the poster was 

Orba Elmer Jackson. But the 
picture — well, if that wasn’t Ken 
Van Kempen, a local handyman 
who occasionally worked at the 
house across the street, it had to 
be his twin brother.

He showed the poster to Bernice 
Ladd, his postal clerk; and she 
agreed it had to be the same man.

Ken, they knew, had recently 
taken a permanent job at Cy 
Kirkland’s chicken farm in Aloha, 
and had left a forwarding address 
with them. So Clide sent off a 
letter to the FBI office in Portland, 
telling of his suspicions and giving 
the forwarding address.

Two days later, the “FBI’s 
Ten Most Wanted” appeared in 
the Portland newspapers. Orba 
Jackson was No. 7 on the list, 
and several other of “Ken’s” 
acquaintances also made the 
connection and reached out to the 
FBI.

Everyone who knew “Ken” 
would be flabbergasted by the 
FBI’s description of the vicious-
looking, hardened criminal whose 
sour puss glared out at the reader 
from his newspaper mugshot: 

Running from the FBI?
Try hiding in Oregon

“Orba Jackson is now a fugitive,” 
the FBI wrote. “He is considered 
dangerous and is believed to be 
armed. He may attempt to ‘shoot 
it out’ with law enforcement 
officers should his capture become 
imminent.”

Readers also learned that he 
got into a life of crime early, as 
a Missouri farm-boy teenager. 
Basically, he was a car thief. He 
drew a four-year sentence for 
auto theft in 1924, when he was 
18, and served it at the Missouri 
state pen; a few months after he 
got out, he got busted for another 
car theft, and was sent back for 
another three years.

After he got out, he went straight 
for a few years before making the 
biggest mistake of his life: joining 
an accomplice to try to rob a rural 
general store. The robbery went 
badly — not as badly as it could 
have, but badly enough: The old 
man who ran the store grabbed 
Jackson’s accomplice’s pistol. 
The accomplice punched him in 
the face to make him let go. Then 
the old man’s brother-in-law 
came in with a rifle. Jackson got 
the drop on the rifleman, grabbed 
the gun and yanked it out of his 
hands. At that point, the two of 
them decided things were getting 
too rich for their blood, and ran 
for it.

They knew they were in trouble, 
but at first had no idea how much. 
The thing was, there was a little 
post office in the back of the store 
they’d robbed. Armed robbery 
was bad enough, but robbing a 
post office was a much bigger 
deal, and a federal offense to boot. 
So on this, Jackson’s third trip to 
the Big House, the sentence was 
25 years.

Seventeen years into his 
sentence, Jackson walked away 
from a work crew he was assigned 
to as a “trusty” and disappeared. 
That was in 1947.

He moved out to the West Coast, 
settled down in Tualatin, changed 
his name to Ken Van Kempen, and 
started a new hobby as a landscape 
painter.

But, of course, the FBI wasn’t 
ready to let bygones be bygones. 
His offense, armed robbery, may 
have been comparatively minor; 
but, as an escapee from a federal 
prison, he was pretty high on 
their priority list — high enough 
to make No. 7 on the Ten Most 
Wanted.

He made it fairly easy for them, 
too, making no attempt to change 
his appearance by, say, growing a 
beard or even changing hairstyles. 
“That’s a hoosier trick,” he said. 
“That’s what they expect you to 
do.”

He told reporters the FBI’s 
bulletin on him was “a pack of 
lies.”

“To put me on the list of the ten 
worst criminals is the silliest thing 
I’ve ever heard of,” he grumbled 
glumly. “I haven’t done anything 
very bad. The paper said I was 
dangerous and probably armed. 
Hell, I haven’t had a gun since 
I got out. What do I want with a 
gun? I got enough trouble without 
one.”

Orba Jackson was bundled 
into Rocky Butte Jail to await 
extradition back to Leavenworth to 
finish his sentence, plus a few extra 
years for the escape. Meanwhile, 
his friends in Washington County 
rallied around, offering moral 
support and more. Chicken farmer 
Cy Kirkland, Jackson’s employer, 
started a legal defense fund for 
him and wrote letters urging the 
parole board to be merciful.

“We think he has paid plenty for 

Morehead State Public Radio
Cast members and Foley sound technicians recording an episode of Gang 
Busters in August 1938.

541-517-0730Big or small We Do it All!

Rock Delivery
Excavation

Fill Dirt
Landscape Supplies

Land Clearing
Forestry & Brush Mulching

GET TO KNOW THE MCKENZIE 
RIVER

Increase your knowledge
when you subscribe

McKenzie RiverReflections
59059 Old McKenzie Hwy

McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

$2900
per year

in Lane County
$35 elsewhere

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB #50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com
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Read local news
on the go

$2900/Year Paypal rivref@aol.com

Subscribe and receive the weekly color
edition via email every Tuesday

MANY USES
FOR CLOTH NAPKINS
As I organized some of my 

family memorabilia,  I came 
across several old napkins.  One 
was blue with small white flowers 
and another consisted of white on 
white fabric.  These brought back 
memories of my childhood years.

Paper napkins were coming into 
use, but most ladies used cloth 
napkins, especially when they 
served a meal for guests.  Setting 
the dining room table wasn’t 
complete unless we used Mother’s 
napkins, usually the blue ones 
with white flowers.  

Mother also had those white 
napkins with a white-on-white 
design that matched her white 
table cloth we used for special 
occasions.  For these events, we 
also set the table with Mother’s 
good china and silverware, both 
of which she and Father received 
as wedding gifts.

Napkins of Many Colors
& Styles

Some people like to use cloth 
napkins today to “save the trees.”  
Others consider they add a special 
festive touch to the meal. 

Napkins don’t have to match.  
You can use a variety of colors 
and styles at the table, just as it’s 
fashionable nowadays to mix-and-
match your dinnerware.

Ways to Use Napkins
* Sew some together for a 

quilt.
* Line a basket for rolls or 

homemade bread.

* Cover and wrap around a hot 
dish when carrying it to a potluck.

* Sew several napkins together 
to make or trim an apron or a 
skirt.

* Place on a tray when a family 
member is ill in bed.

* Make a tablecloth of napkins.
* Sew a few together for 

placemats.
* Use as the background for a 

shadow box.
* Include with baked goods 

when giving a gift to a friend.
* Use at tea time with family or 

friend.
Do you use napkins at your 

meals or for decorative effects?
Tea Time Recipe

LEMON CAKE PUDDING  - 
Mix together 2 tablespoons butter 
or margarine with 1 1/2 cups 
sugar. (You may want to use less.)  
Add 1/3 cup flour, 1/4 teaspoon 
salt, 1/2 cup lemon juice, and 1 
teaspoon grated lemon peel. Stir 
in 3 beaten egg yolks mixed with 
1 1/4 cups milk. 

Beat 3 egg whites until stiff.  
Then fold into the first mixture. 
Pour into greased custard cups 
or a baking dish.  Set in a pan of 
water and bake 45 minutes at 375 
degrees F.

When done, each serving will 
contain custard on the bottom and 
sponge cake on the top.  Serve hot 
or cold.

 (c) 2021 Mary Emma Allen
 
(Mary Emma Allen writes from 

her NH woodland home.)

Use seed packets as 
miniature reference 

guides
From garden center racks and 

catalog pages, colorful seed pack-
ets remind gardeners it’s already 
time to start thinking of Spring.

But before grabbing a handful 
and heading to the checkout stand, 
take a few minutes to read the en-
velope. What’s on the outside of a 
seed packet is almost as important 
as what’s on the inside, said We-
ston Miller, a horticulturist with 
Oregon State University Exten-
sion Service.

“There’s a lot of information on 
the seed packet, everything from 
how deep to plant to how long it 
will take until the plant is ready to 
harvest,” he said. “It’s a great re-
source, as are seed catalogs.”

The packets should indicate 
how far apart to space the seeds 
in rows and what time of year to 
sow. Good ones offer a description 
of the variety – size, flavor, texture 
– and what conditions they do best 
in. Some even feature a recipe.

The “days to maturity” number 
describes the average number of 
days from planting until it’s time to 
harvest. For seeds sown directly in 
the ground, that means from seed-
ing to maturity. For those started 
inside, the days start from the 
time of transplanting outside. The 
length is not set in stone because 
the time it takes plants to mature 
is influenced by ambient and soil 
temperature, time of year, soil fer-
tility, available moisture and sun 
exposure.

“Another thing to look at when 
selecting seeds is the packing 
date,” Miller said. “You want fresh 
seed so look for ‘2017.’ Many 
seeds from 2016 will be OK, but 

it depends on how they’ve been 
stored. You want to be on the safe 
side.”

The two terms on seed packets 
that can be confusing are “hybrid” 
or “open-pollinated.”

Open-pollinated varieties are 
true to type year after year. For 
instance, if you plant Cherokee 
Purple tomato, save the seeds and 
plant them the following year, the 
new plant will be exactly the same. 
Many open-pollinated vegetables 
– often called heirlooms – have 
been passed down from generation 
to generation.

“Many people who grow vege-
tables are interested in heirlooms,” 
Miller said. “They come true every 
year so it will continue the lineage. 
That makes sense for self-pollinat-
ing crops like lettuce, tomatoes, 
peppers, peas and beans that have 
seeds that are relatively easy to 
save.”

Hybrids, often marked “F1,” are 
bred from two different varieties 
called parents. The offspring con-
tain desirable traits from each par-

ent. They may be bred to be more 
widely adapted to environmental 
stresses such as heat, cold, disease 
or drought. Sometimes hybrids 
can be made to produce earlier or 
higher yields, have higher germi-
nation rates or more cold toler-
ance.

Most cabbages, broccoli, toma-
to, cucumbers, melons and Brus-
sels sprouts are hybrids. Hybrid 
summer squashes, cucumbers, 
melons, corn and carrots dominate 
the garden seed market.

“Unless you plan to save seed it 
can pay to choose hybrid varieties 
to get the best edible crop possi-
ble,” Miller said. “Many hybrid 
varieties of broccoli, cabbage, 
carrots, onions and corn are just 
better for eating than the heirloom 
varieties of these crops.”

“So if you’re not going to save 
the seed, don’t shy away from 
planting hybrids,” he added. 
“Also, supporting regional seed 
growers who produce hybrids is 
empowering.”

Miller’s last bit of advice? Limit 
yourself. “Who but a hardcore to-
mato fan would need 15 varieties 
of tomatoes?” he said. “It’s easy 
to get overwhelmed, so choose 
what you can manage.”

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L. C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

McGowan overlook.
3:09 p.m: Vandalism, Criminal 

Mischief - 47800 blk, McK. Hwy.
3:35 p.m: Welfare Check - 8000 

blk, McK. Hwy.
Jan. 10: 10:16 a.m: Unlawful 

Entry Motor Vehicle - 41500 blk, 

Deerhorn Rd.
10:35 a.m: Vehicle Stop – 

Marcola Rd. Mp. 14.
10:39 a.m: Dog At Large - 

Marcola Rd. & Whitmore St.
1:48 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 

- 39500 blk, Walterville Ln.
2:16 p.m: Assist, Citizen 

Contact - 47800 blk, McK. Hwy. 
3:09 p.m: Vandalism, Criminal 

Mischief - 47800 blk, McK. 
Hwy.

3:35 p.m: Welfare Check - 
8000 blk, McK. Hwy.

Sheriff’s
Report

Continued From Page 3

Jan. 11: 1:07 p.m: Reckless 
Driving - Marcola Rd. Mp. 11. 

3:10 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- 8000 blk, McK. Hwy.

5:02 p.m: Foot Patrol - McK. 
Hwy. Mp. 31.

5:59 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
55400 blk, McK. River Dr.

6:15 p.m: Criminal Mischief - 
47800 blk, McK. Hwy.

Comments as reported may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County Sheriffs 
Office.

Chloe Erdal’s essay submis-
sion describing “What the Vida 
McKenzie Community Center 
Means To Me” was selected as 
the contest winner and Chloe was 
awarded a $100 cash prize.  In her 
essay, Chloe recounted a number 
of memorable life events that oc-
curred at the Center including her 
senior prom and the awarding of 
a college scholarship with friends 
and family in attendance.  

The Vida McKenzie Commu-
nity Center thanks all who submit-

ted essays and wishes to advise lo-
cal residents that VMCC rebuild-
ing efforts are moving along well.  
A site plan has been submitted 
to Lane County for approval and 
preliminary drawings of the new 
building are nearing completion.  
The Board of Directors is eager 
to share these first renderings with 
valley residents and to obtain their 
feedback.  Dates, times and loca-
tions of these “feedback events” 
will be announced soon.

Gerry Aster, Vida

And the winner of essay contest is….

WE’RE  HERE  TO  HELP

R. H. Builder
General Contractor

541-554-7630CCB# 203705

Patsy’s Stage Stop
restaurant
Orders to go

Great breakfast lunch and dinner specials.

Call  541-741-7907
NOW OPEN   8 AM - 2 PM

38491 McKenzie Hwy, Cedar Flat

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny
By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen
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Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Bridge Christian Church
56334 McKenzie Hwy, McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

9:30 a.m. Sunday school for all ages
11:00 a.m. Worship Service & Nursery

Need a ride? Call 541-822-3289

Living Water Family Fellowship
52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
Just east of Blue River 541-822-3820

Sunday: 9:30 am - Sunday School for all ages
10:30 am - Worship Service & Children’s Church

 6:00 pm - Bible Studies and Youth
Thurs. 6 pm - Celebrate Recovery (12-Step Program)

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Worship is live-streamed, every Sunday at 10:30 am, on the Facebook page for 
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church. Comments on Facebook are appreciated! 
You may also contact the church for prayer requests, to request an emailed or 
earth-mailed bulletin, and other information. Phone or send email to Nancy Ash-
ley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986. We look forward to hearing from 
our neighbors, either from a distance, or someday, in person!

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

ADVERTISEMENT OF SALE:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the under-

signed intends to sell the personal property de-
scribed below to enforce a lien imposed under 
ORS 87.687, the Oregon Self-Storage Facilities 
Statute.   The undersigned will sell by competitive 
bidding, starting on Saturday, January 30th, 2021 
at 10:00am, on the website: www.storagetreasures.
com; said property which has been stored and 
which is located at 42nd Street Center Mini Storage 
(dba; McCabe Properties, LLC) 362 N 42nd Street 
Springfield, Oregon 97478, Lane County, State of 
Oregon; the following TWELVE WHOLE UNITS: 
#1008 Michelle Daniel Zarling (5x10); #1100 Brittney 
M. Williams  (10x10); #1027 Jonathon Ryan Walters 
(10x10); #1050 Christopher Dale Morgan (5x10); 
#0606 Kathleen Jo Moore (10x20); #0509 Kimberly 
A. Lantz (10x20); #0230 Racheal E. Hodson (10x5); 
#1037 Stephanie Hern (5x10); #1731 Thomas Hen-
drickson, Jr. (10x20); #1701 Karen Frost (10x10); 
#1101 Patrick Frese (10x10).  Auction will end on Fri-
day, February 5th, 2021 at or near 12:00pm.   DEBIT 
OR CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED ON-LINE ONLY.  
WINNING BIDS MUST BE PAID IN CASH AT THE 
OFFICE.    Sale subject to cancellation in the event 
of settlement between owner and obligated party.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Relief Centers
will change

A new transition is in play. It 
saddens us to say but our time 
at the Blue River High School is 
coming to an end. As the school 
hopes to opens up for students on 
February 15th we will be transi-
tioning into combining with the 
Rainbow Relief Center the week 
of January 20th, with our last day 
being open being the 22nd. We 
are not going to stop supporting 
you!!! Our relief efforts and goals 
have not changed and our pres-
ence will continue to be just as 
strong after this transition. While I 
know this will be as disappointing 
to everyone else as it was to us, let 
us focus on the positives which is 
that we have your back and are 
dedicated to supporting each and 
everyone of you through these 
challenging times! If you have 
any questions or concerns please 
do not hesitate to reach out. Also if 
you have any specific needs please 
reach out so that we can work on 
fulfilling them for you! All of the 
love to each and everyone of the 
survivors out there.

Call 9-1-1 safely
Text to 9-1-1 is now available 

for most people in Lane County 
to use when a voice call is not an 
option, or not a safe option.  Two 
of Lane County’s 9-1-1 Centers 
(Central Lane and South Lane) 
now have the capability to re-
ceive 9-1-1 calls through text.  
This service is available to wire-
less customers when within range 
of a cell tower.  The Central and 
South Lane County 9-1-1 Centers 
are live with text to 9-1-1 ability.  
Western Lane 9-1-1, which serves 
the Florence area, does not cur-

Northwest Youth Corps crews making handmade wattles from native ma-
terials.

In the aftermath of the Holi-
day Farm Fire, landowners and 
organizations throughout the 
McKenzie Valley are banding 
together to rebuild community, 
protect our treasured McKenzie 
River and lay the groundwork for 
tomorrow’s healthy forests.

Under one such effort, a group 
of local organizations known as 
Pure Water Partners is helping 
property owners assess fire dam-
age and bring resources for ero-
sion control and replanting.

To date, Pure Water Partners has 
assessed more than 180 properties 
and many participating landown-
ers have received free assistance 
such as hydroseeding, mulching 
and installation of wattles or sedi-
ment fences.

This voluntary program helps 
residents restore their land and 
prepare for rebuilding, while re-
ducing the impacts of the fire 
on the McKenzie River. The 
McKenzie provides critical habi-
tat for fish and wildlife and is 
the source of drinking water for 
200,000 people downstream. 
Many valley residents have wells 
that are influenced by the main-
stem McKenzie or its tributaries.

Pure Water Partners is a joint 
effort of Eugene Water & Elec-
tric Board, McKenzie Watershed 
Council, McKenzie River Trust, 
Cascade Pacific Resource Con-
servation & Development, Metro-

politan Waste Management Com-
mission, Upper Willamette Soil & 
Water Conservation District, US 
Forest Service, and other partners 
working together to support and 
reward McKenzie landowners who 
protect high quality land along the 
river

Landowners who complete a 

Pure Water Partners burn assess-
ment will have the opportunity to 
participate in revegetation assis-
tance programs aimed at restoring 
riparian and floodplain areas.

To request a free assessment, 
go to purewaterpartners.org or 
visit the Vida Relief Center at 
Leaburg Lake.

Partnerships bring
resources for recoveryrently have this capability.  If you 

are west of Triangle Lake, or on 
the west side of the tunnel on Hwy 
126W, you likely won’t be able to 
use text to 9-1-1 and should make 
a voice call in an emergency.

It should be noted that text to 
9-1-1 should only be used when 
voice calls are not an option (for 
example, the caller is hearing or 
voice impaired, or it isn’t safe to 
make a voice call). 

A few important things to note 
about this great new service!

1.  The feature is text only.  
Pictures and video will not come 
through.

2.  Text to 9-1-1 is designed to 
communicate emergency informa-
tion from the community member 
to 9-1-1.  Adding additional recip-
ients to the text will prevent the 
text from going through, and will 
generate a bounce back.  

3.  Please use plain language 
to avoid miscommunication.  
Emojis, slang, and abbreviations 
should not be used.

A huge thank you to our part-
ners at Central Lane 9-1-1 and 
South Lane 9-1-1, and to all of the 
Dispatchers who have been a part 
of making this happen!

Hodoo on schedule
The Hoodoo Ski Area is now 

operating on ots regular season 
schedule: Wednesday through 
Sunday. The hours are Wednesday 
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m. and Sunday from 9 a.m. 
through 4 p.m.

This Space For Rent
rivref@wildblue.net
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Past the Expiration Date
I need help!! I have a friend I’ve 

known since college. Over the 
years, I felt the friendship has 
become one-sided in the sense 
that the last several years have 
been about her chronic problems 
and complaints.
We also don’t seem to share 

similar interests or goals. I’ve gone 
to grad school, lived overseas, 
started a business, and changed 
careers. My friend has seemed to 
flounder with no particular goals 
in life—career or otherwise.
Three or four years ago, I began 

to distance myself a little because 
she was constantly complaining 
about problems with her husband 
or a series of life’s little nuisances. 
Our conversations seemed to be 
about her chronic problems (big, 
small, or imagined).
I said to her on a few occasions 

that she needed to start finding 
solutions, not more problems. 
I got to a point I sent her a note 
telling her that I could no longer 
listen to her problems. She needed 
to a.) tell them to a therapist or b.) 
find more immediate answers to 
her problems (the major problem 
being her chronically unhappy 
marriage).
She called me four months later, 

and we talked over the note I sent. 
She seemed to understand what I 
had written and said she agreed 
with much of what I said. I gave 
the friendship another chance. But 
within a few months, I began to 
hear the same problems about her 
husband and her job.
I wanted so badly to walk 

away from the friendship, but I 

maintained communication with 
her because I felt obligated. She 
had very few friends and almost 
no social support network at the 
time, aside from her husband and 
me.
Long story short, she eventually 

filed for divorce and moved out 
on her own. However, I am still 
feeling obligated to her! She 
seems to need handholding with 
whatever she does. For example, I 
invited her out several times with 
my friends, but it’s always a litany 
of questions (she needs directions, 
needs to know where to park, et 
cetera).
She irritates me every time I’m 

with her. I’ve tried backing off, 
but she’s very sensitive and says 
things like, “Gee, nice to know 
when a friend is down on her luck, 
you’re not there.”
Short of telling her, “This 

friendship needs to end. I get 
nothing from it.” I don’t know 
what to do. She has started to 
develop some other friendships, 
but I am OVER our friendship 
NOW.
What do I tell her? I don’t want to 

hurt her feelings, and undoubtedly 
I will if I tell her I’m ending the 
friendship.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Coins & Jewelry

Buying US and foreign coins, 
currency, tokens, gold, silver, & jewelry. 
North Star Coin & Jewelry, 612 Main 
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Clear the Clutter
Organize your home for safety, bet-

ter use of space & improved wellbeing. 
Call Patty Starr - Licensed, Bonded & 
Insured. 541-556-1452, 

e z 2 d o w n s i z e @ g m a i l . c o m 
PSyr/4/18.

For Sale
$60 for Service Entrance Wire com-

posed of 4 wires. Qty (2) 4/0 34 ft. Qty 
(1) 2/0 34 ft. Qty (1) #4  32 ft. Contact 
Barbara  541-746-9734 SBT12/3ruc

Free
Rocks - landscape boulders & 

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All you can load yourself free - loaded 
& delivered for a small fee. 541-896-
3000 (best time a.m.) FI-j15.nc

Help Wanted:
The McKenzie School District is 

now hiring bus drivers. Visit our web 
www.mckenziesd.org explore jobs. 
541-822-3338 B j14-28.

Personal
The Leaburg Sew & So’s will meet 

again on Monday afternoons when 
the McKenzie Fire & Rescue Center 
re-opens for community activities. Call 
Sara at 541-896-3059 for more infor-
mation. 

If you want to drink, that’s your 
business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 

6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 
5:00-6:00pm at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from the 
Walterville Shopping Center. N/c-sub 
5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students - Be-

ginners, Intermediate and Advanced 
- all ages. Professional jazz pianist, 
classically trained with years of teach-
ing experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 or 
email; kimberly@liquidsister.com. 
http://www.liquidsister.com SKP-
8/16ruc

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Sew and So’s meet every 

Monday (except holidays) at the 
McKenzie Fire & Rescue Training 
Center from noon to 4pm. Come join 
us. Call Sara at 541-896-3059 for 
more information. S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirchell

Real Estate

This Space For Rent
rivref@wildblue.net

Services
MOWING – Retired gentleman 

looking to subsidize income. Have 
zero turn mower with trailer. Also 
push mower with edger. Can mow 
up to an acre depending on ter-
rain. From Leaburg Dam to Cedar 
Flat, Deerhorn Road as well. ALSO 
WELDING – Need something weld-
ed? weekends, emergencies? Call 
Ron 541-915-9131 BRSM23-30

THE WALL DOCTOR
Got a hole in your wall? Give me 

a call! Serving the McKenzie River 
area. 541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

Natures Friend Beautifying Co. 
Property/rental cleanup, restoration, 
tree work, blackberry & ivy 
destruction, pressure washing, Int/
ext. painting, furniture refurbishing. 
Free appliance removal. Call Scottish 
541-913-8477. SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Have splitter, will travel. Split logs 
at your place or the woods. 541-520-
1394. Mike. SFB ruc

Here, poet Yusef Komunyakaa, 
who teaches at New York 
University, shows us a fine portrait 
of the hard life of a worker—in 
this case, a horse—and, through 
metaphor, the terrible, clumsy 
beauty of his final moments.

Editor’s Note: This column (154) 
is a reprint from the American 
Life in Poetry archive as we bid 
farewell to Ted Kooser, and work 
to finalize the new website and 
forthcoming columns curated by 
Kwame Dawes.

Yellowjackets
When the plowblade struck   
An old stump hiding under   
The soil like a beggar’s   
Rotten tooth, they swarmed up   
& Mister Jackson left the plow   
Wedged like a whaler’s harpoon.   
The horse was midnight   
Against dusk, tethered to 
somebody’s   
Pocketwatch.  He shivered, but 
not   
The way women shook their 
heads   
Before mirrors at the five   
& dime—a deeper connection   
To the low field’s evening star.   
He stood there, in tracechains,   
Lathered in froth, just   
Stopped by a great, goofy   
Calmness. He whinnied   
Once, & then the whole   
Beautiful, blue-black sky   
Fell on his back.

We do not accept unsolicited 
manuscripts. American Life 
in Poetry is made possible by 
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher 
of Poetry magazine. It is also 
supported by the Department 
of English at the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln. Poem copyright 
©2001 by Yusef Komunyakaa, 
reprinted from “Pleasure Dome: 
New & Collected Poems, 1975-
1999,” Wesleyan Univ. Press, 
2001, by permission. Introduction 
copyright @2021 by The Poetry 
Foundation. The introduction’s 
author, Ted Kooser, served as 
United States Poet Laureate 
Consultant in Poetry to the Library 
of Congress from 2004-2006.

American Life
in Poetry

January 14, 1784: The Conti-
nental Congress ratifies the Treaty 
of Paris, ending the War for Inde-
pendence. In the document, Brit-
ain officially agreed to recognize 
the independence of its 13 former 
colonies as the new United States 
of America. In addition, the treaty 
settled the boundaries between the 
United States and what remained 
of British North America. U.S. 
fishermen won the right to fish in 
the Grand Banks, off the New-
foundland coast, and in the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence. Both sides agreed 
to ensure payment to creditors in 
the other nation of debts incurred 
during the war and to release all 
prisoners of war. The United States 
promised to return land confis-
cated during the war to its British 
owners, to stop any further confis-
cation of British property and to 
honor the property left by the Brit-
ish army on U.S. shores, including 
Negroes or slaves. Both countries 
assumed perpetual rights to access 
the Mississippi River.

A Moment
in History

Info provided by History.com

Madeleine
A Madeleine, she has skills. She 

knows exactly what to say to get 
what she wants, doesn’t she? She 
hears what you are saying and she 
doesn’t care.
She is like the failing smoke 

detector that goes off at intervals 
because the battery is dying. 
Beep…beep…beep. You asked 
her to change the battery, but she 
won’t do it because the beeping 
isn’t bothering her. It’s bothering 
you.
Consider your friendship from 

both sides. You don’t think she is a 
friend, and she accuses you of not 
being a friend. That’s a meeting of 
the minds, and friendships should 
end when two people no longer 
have the basis for friendship.
When we have a legitimate 

reason to tell someone no, we are 
not responsible for their reaction.
Will she be disappointed if you 

end the friendship? Yes, because 
it ends her power over you. But 
we can’t let others bully us or 
guilt us into saying yes. When we 
do we invalidate our own genuine 
feelings. Saying yes to her erodes 
your sense of authority over your 
own life.
Our bandwidth is limited. We 

don’t have time for everything; 
we don’t have time for what we 
truly don’t want.

Wayne & Tamara
write:  Directanswers@

WayneAndTamara.com

Ski Report
January 12, 2021

The Hoodoo Ski Area reported 
on Tuesday that no new snow 
fell overnight, leaving the base 
at 54 inches. Temperatures were 
40 degrees mid-mountain and 42 
at the base with SW winds at 38 
mph. For more information call 
541-822-3337.

Mt. Bachelor reported tempera-
tures of 14 degree at the base 
and 21 degrees at mid-mountain 
on Tuesday. No new snow fell 
overnight, leaving the snowpack 
at 71 inches at mid-mountain. 
The wet winter storm had arrived 
with wet snow and strong wind 
conditions – around 28 mph, with 
gusts to 41. Seven out of 15 lifts 
were open, along with all 121 
trails.  For more information call 
541-382-7888.

FREE (non-business) CLASSIFIED ADS FOR SUBSCRIBERS
❑ SUBSCRIBER NAME_______________________________ FREE 
CLASSIFIED
❑ Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $5.00 minimum per issue. All ads must be 
paid in advance or ad will not be printed. Amt. enclosed $___________ 

Mail to: McKenzie River Reflections, 59059 Old McKenzie Hwy., McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

$500 REWARD
$500 reward for the return of a US Navy bell - no questions. 

THe home burned down in Nimrod on Sept. 8. The WWII bel 
was left & gone around Nov. 4. Please contact Skip George at 
541-343-1165.

Quote of the Week
“I intend to live forever ... So 

far, so good..” 
Steven Wright
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his crimes, and that he has been 
honestly trying to go straight,” 
said Cy Kirkland’s wife.

It must have worked, because he 
was out by 1955, about ten years 
before his sentence would have 
been up. Although the Kirklands 
had invited him to come back to 
Tualatin and resume his old job 
after his release, he didn’t return. 
But he didn’t turn back to crime 
either; given the chance to go 
straight, Orba Jackson took it. 
When he finally died, in 1993, he 
was living in California, having 
kept his nose scrupulously clean 
for the last 40 years of his life.

John Harvey Bugg, a.k.a. 
Cowboy Jim Williams

Late in the month of March, 
1948, in the small coastal town 
of Gearhart, Pauline Virgin, 12, 
and her cousin Navarre Smith, 
14, were listening to the famous 
“Gang Busters” radio program 
on radio station KEX (A.M. 
1190). Gang Busters, as you may 
recall, was billed as “the only 
national program that brings you 
authentic police case histories.” It 
was, basically, “America’s Most 
Wanted” for the Golden Age of 
Radio.

The radio host was telling the 
story of a wanted criminal named 
John Harvey Bugg, who back 
in 1945 had kidnapped a county 
sheriff, robbed him, and tied him 
to a telephone pole. Listeners 
were urged to be on the lookout 
for a man who walked with a 
limp, loved horses, and had the 
word “LOVE” tattooed across the 
knuckles of his left hand.

“Why — that’s Cowboy Jim!” 
Pauline exclaimed.

Cowboy Jim Williams was a 
popular 31-year-old ex-rodeo 
cowboy who, after several 
years of living the “Amarillo by 
Morning” lifestyle following the 
rodeo circuit, had settled down in 
Gearhart and taken a job at a riding 
academy. He’d been doing the job 
for a year by then, teaching kids 
like Pauline and Navarre how to 
handle ponies. He was good with 
kids, even better with horses, and 
widely loved.

But he always kept strips of 
masking tape wrapped around 
the knuckles of his left hand, 
and rebuffed the kids’ requests to 
know why. Pauline, in particular, 
had been very curious about 
the tape, and one time after she 
pressed him on it, he actually got 
angry.

Now, she thought, she knew 
why.

So she shared her suspicions, 
first with the editor of the local 
paper (who didn’t take her 
seriously) and then with one of 
Gearhart’s police officers, who 
passed the tip up the line.

A couple weeks passed, during 
which time Cowboy Jim himself 
heard the rumors and realized 
things were about to get too hot 
for him in Gearhart. Obviously 
loath to leave the community that 
had been so welcoming to him, he 
went to Hillsboro to lie low in a 
friend’s house and see if anything 
should happen.

Unfortunately for Cowboy 
Jim, the FBI, when it learned 
about him, did some legwork 
and learned his Hillsboro friends’ 
address. So after three agents 
came to Gearhart and found him 
gone, they checked there — and 

found Cowboy Jim trying to hide 
behind a baby’s crib, his fancy 
Western boots sticking out behind 
it and giving the game away. He 
was taken into custody without 
incident.

“Cowboy Jim” Bugg’s story 
was an interesting one; he’d 
committed an extraordinarily 
serious offense — menacing, 
robbing, and kidnapping a law 
officer — almost by accident. 
What had happened was this:

As a young buck working on an 
oilfield in Seminole, Okla., Bugg 
one day bought a Buick. The car’s 
price was $2,200, but the salesman 
told him he could finance the 
whole price if they’d do a little 
paperwork dance: They’d write 
the sale up at $2,700; Bugg would 
write a check for $500; and the 
dealership would “lose” the check. 
That way, the finance company 
would think it wasn’t financing 
the whole price of the car.

Bugg wrote the check and 
drove away the car. Then … the 
dealership cashed the check. Or, 
rather, tried to. Bugg’s $500 check 
bounced halfway to low-Earth 
orbit.

Several days later, Bugg drove 
his new car to Greenfield, Mo., to 
visit his parents, and was met there 
by the local sheriff, who arrested 
him for passing a bad check.

Bugg, angry and frightened, 
made a really bad decision. With 
his hand in his jacket pocket as if 
gripping a pistol, he bluffed the 
sheriff into dropping his gun, then 
ordered the sheriff to drive him, 
in his new car, to the dealership 
in Oklahoma to straighten out the 
whole bounced-check thing.

But when they crossed the state 
line, the sheriff told Bugg he’d 
just violated the Lindberg Act — 
under which kidnapping someone 
and transporting him or her across 
state lines was a federal offense.

Bugg freaked out, and 
apparently decided that if he was 
now a criminal, he might as well 
go the whole hog. Accordingly, 
first he ditched his Buick and, 
with the sheriff, hailed a taxi. He 
then forced the taxi driver to drive 
a short distance out of town before 
stopping, robbing him and leaving 
him tied to a tree by the side of the 
road. Several hours and another 
state line later, he stopped and tied 
the sheriff to a telephone pole, 
robbed him of all his cash, and 
fled alone. Abandoning the stolen 
taxi a short time later, he made his 
way west as a fugitive.

He kept a step or two ahead 
of the law for several years by 
following the rodeo circuit. He was 

already a seasoned rodeo cowboy 
— he’d won about $3,000 at the 
Madison Square Garden rodeos in 
New York in 1941 and 1942. Now 
he got back into the business as a 
way to make money while on the 
lam.

“I made pretty good money 
working at rodeos,” he told 
reporters, “but I was afraid of the 
publicity. They almost caught me 
at Redding. Some friends tipped 
me off and I headed north.”

Now, tracked down at last, Bugg 
waived extradition and eagerly 
took a visiting Oklahoma sheriff 
up on an offer to drive him back 
east to face the music.

Once there, he appeared in 
court. The riding academy posted 
bail for him, and he promptly 
journeyed back to Gearhart to 
resume teaching his students. 
When he arrived, about 30 
youngsters gathered to give him 
a rousing welcome. Pauline and 
Navarre weren’t there, but both 
were among the very first to 
sign a petition to the Oklahoma 
authorities urging clemency.

Bugg was eventually sentenced 
to 10 years, but became eligible 
for parole after 15 months. His 
Oregon friends petitioned the 
parole board on his behalf, and 
the riding academy assured him 
he could have his job back when 
he got out; but I have been unable 
to learn whether or when this 
happened.

The moral of the story, in the 
newspaper and on Gang Busters 
alike, was always, “Crime Does 
Not Pay.” For these two onetime 
outlaws, that maxim was definitely 
borne out. Both lost decades of 
their lives through bad decisions 
they made when they were young 
and full of too much spunk.

But bad though their luck might 
have been in life, it could have 
been a whole lot worse for both of 
them. Both of them were, at least, 
lucky in their choice of places 
to hide out, and the friends they 
made while on the lam in the quiet 
parts of Oregon.

(Sources: Law and Order at the 
End of the Oregon Trail, a book by 
Ken and Kris Bilderback published 
in 2015; FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin, Nov. 1947 and Jul. 1949; 
archives of Portland Morning 
Oregonian and Portland Journal, 
1948-1950)

Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon 
State University and writes about 
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His 
book, Heroes and Rascals of Old 
Oregon, was recently published 
by Ouragan House Publishers. 
To contact him or suggest a topic: 
finn@offbeatoregon.com or 541-
357-2222.

FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin
John Harvey Bugg’s mugshot made 
the back cover of the FBI’s bulletin 
in November 1947.

Try hiding in Oregon
Continued From Page 4

Join Rick & Kathy Dancer 
as they introduce you to The 
Backstories of the Pacific 
Northwest”
The people, the places, the 
food, the recreation and the 

Explore PNW Backstories

heart and soul of rural Oregon.

Where To Watch
Facebook @Exploregonbackstores

Instagram pnw_backstories 
Youtube  PNW Backstories 

Email: Rick@rickdancer.com

Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing

Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com

centurytrees@yahoo.com

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott Woods 

Owner

CCB#183064

Coming Soon
2021 McKenzie Magazine

Winter Edition

The McKenzie River area continues to have many activities to 
enjoy this winter- from skiing and snowboarding to angling along 
the lower river or snowmobiling in the high country. Remember, 
the outdoors isn’t on lockdown, and we have plenty of sites to 
explore - all with plenty of fresh air.

Let people know your business is welcoming visitors this winter 
season, while safely enjoying recreation. (Health officials recom-
mend keeping groups under ten people - easily done outside.)

Contact Dan Purkey
503-953-5764

daniel.purkey50@icloud.com

Ogre
achiever


