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Business of the Year
“When everybody to the 

East had to evacuate the 
Valley during the fire, those 
of us in McKenzie Bridge 
were pretty isolated until 
we noticed  the McKenzie 
Station Pub was open,” said 
a note nominating them as 
Business of the Year.” They 
went far  above and beyond 
in helping people after the 
fire.”

Not many people knew 
what was going on behind 
the scenes when that 
happened. “Cyndy and 
John Parazoo came back 
a couple days later and 
opened the doors to all who 
were in need. They opened 
the doors and got power and 
television going. Anyone 
who was hungry got fed.” 

By a very large margin 
people nominated Rainbow 
Plews as the 2020 Woman 
of the Year. Some of 

their comments included: 
“Through insurmountable 
odds she maintained com-
posure and did what many 
couldn’t.  She saved the 
lives of the entire Upper 
McKenzie when minutes 
ended up being all we 
had,  she made them count 
and got us all out with a 
cooperative effort of so 
many agencies.”

Those sentiments were 
echoed more than once with 
observations like: “She 
saved hundreds of lives by 
calling for evacuation of the 
McKenzie Valley early on 
in the Holiday Farm Fire. 
She called for the multiple 
resources to help evacuate 

people and keep the highway 
open as people fled. Her 
good judgment and decisive 
actions in the early stages of 
an impossible fight against 
an extreme fire saved lives. 
Chief Plews stayed on the 
job for days, even though 
her own house burned. She 
has continued to lead in the 
weeks and months since the 
fire started.”

“Earlier in the year, Chief 
Plews led her department on 
difficult Blue Pool rescues, 
in training on responding to 
calls during the pandemic, 
and through the mix of 
house fires, car accidents, 
and medical calls that her 
department responds to 
every year.”

Several people thought 
Brent Caulley of McKenzie 
Bridge could qualify as the 
2020 Man of the Year for 
his role in multiple posi-
tions - ranging from helping 
students succeed in their 
educations to responding to 
emergencies as a volunteer 
firefighter or from “pro-
viding level headed com-
mentary of social media” 
to helping establish internet 
options for the area.

“He’s a pretty soft spo-
ken guy in a lot of situa-
tions but his work with the 
UMFD and the MRCS and 
his congregation put him 
heads above the rest,” was 

how one supporter charater-
ized him. “Brent needed 
better internet to be able to 
teach and communicate af-
ter the fire and he made it 

his personal mission to get 
some connectivity back to 
the Upper river,  and with 
the amazing help of OIR 
and their group, Brent has 
helped accomplish some 
level of connection for 
families who were driving 
100 miles, round trip, to be 
able to do online educating.  
Brent is an amazing father,  
dedicated husband, Pastor, 
and valued community as-
set.  He’s also a pretty fun-
ny guy!”

People also thanked him, 
and “all the other firefight-
ers and public safety people 
who saved thousands of 
lives during the fire.”

“Thank you for every-
thing!” said another voter.

Rainbow Plews, Chief of the 
Upper McKenzie Fire Dis-
trict.

Brent Caulley, pastor of the 
McKenzie Bridge Christian 
Church.

XXX

“They served dinner for 
a month for donations only. 
Those donations all went to 
the employees who donated 

their time to cook and serve. 
It doesn’t get much more 
selfless than that.”

Waiting for a connection?
Rebuilding efforts are continuing

NW groups call for regional
approach to saving Salmon

By Eric Tegethoff
Oregon News Service

Idaho Gov. Brad Little’s 
workgroup to consider what 
to do about dwindling salm-
on numbers has wrapped 
up, as conservation groups 
in neighboring states say 
it’s time for a regional ap-
proach.

Brett VandenHeuvel, ex-
ecutive director of Colum-
bia Riverkeeper, said the 
warming climate is making 
it difficult for salmon and 
steelhead to navigate the 
Columbia and Snake Riv-
ers.

He maintained the fish are 
in a dire situation, and this 
issue can’t be solved by a 
single state.

“Any solution that’s go-
ing to work needs to be a 
regional solution,” Vanden-

Heuvel contended. “And I 
think that’s why there’s so 
much effort going in among 
the states and the federal 
government, and tribal na-
tions and interested people 

who rely on salmon, who 
care about salmon, to come 
up with solutions.”

In October, the gover-
nors of Idaho, Montana, 
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The governors of Oregon and other Northwest 
states have signed an agreement to work on re-
covery of salmon and steelhead.

Portland Corp.

“The bottom line is that 
restoration is progressing 
at a significant and steady 
pace.” That’s the most recent 
assessment on the rebuilding 
of Lumen/CenturyLink’s 
communications infrastruc-
ture from the company” 
director of government af-
fairs, Tre Hendricks. 

Recent work in the 
Leaburg and Vida areas has 
included placing or splicing 
defective copper cable along 
8,000’ feet of the McKenzie 
Highway.  Crews also found 
a spot where stolen cable 
had to be replaced to recon-
nect six customers.

Upriver, Hendricks said 
fiber had been placed for ap-
proximately 15 total miles 
and workers were now about 
4,200’ from Blue River.

Last week the Public 
Utility Commission of Or-
egon (PUC) approved an 
agreement for alternative 
telecommunications service 
options for some custom-
ers impacted by the recent 
wildfires.

“The PUC opened an 
investigation in early Nov-
ember because customers 
complained that landline 
telephone service had not 
been restored to them in 
the months since the Labor 
Day wildfires,” according to 

Megan Decker, who chairs 
the commission. “In many 
instances, the areas where 
these outages occurred have 
little to no cell reception, 
making landline service 
restoration even more crucial 
to these communities. This 
agreement demonstrates 
positive steps forward to 
ensure Oregon residents 
have access to options for 
critical communications 
while the repair of damaged 
systems continue.”

Terms of the agreement 
include   restoring POTS 
(Plain Old Telephone 
Service) no later than 
February 12th.  In addition, 
customers whose service 
hasn’t been restored are 
eligible immediately to 
request a satellite phone 
from a designated service 
provider for temporary use 
that will be reimbursed 
through bill credits from the 
CenturyLink.

Hendricks said the FCC’s 
Rural Digital Opportu-
nity Fund allocated fund-
ing to SpaceX to provide 
100Mbps, low latency (LEO 
satellite) internet and voice 
service in the McKenzie 
River corridor. “That means 
that in addition to Spec-
trum/Charter, ATT, Verizon, 
and CenturyLink/Lumen, 

SpaceX will likely be au-
thorized to provide service 
in the area,” he said.

Space X’s Starlink 
satellite broadband service 
promises to deliver better, 
faster broadband to rural 
areas but when it might 
actually be available locally 
is unknown. Speed tests 
from people participating in 
the Starlink beta tests report 
peak download speeds 
upwards of 114 Mbps, with 
upload speeds topping out 
at around 40 Mbps.

But while Starlink will 
certainly help bridge the 
“digital divide” by bringing 
better options to rural 
Americans, Elon Musk has 
acknowledged it won’t have 
the capacity to seriously 
disrupt regional U.S. 
telecom monopolies like 
AT&T, Verizon, Spectrum, 
and Comcast. 

“I want to be clear, it’s not 
like Starlink is some huge 
threat to telcos. I want to be 
super clear it is not,” Musk 
told attendees of a satellite 
conference earlier this 
year. While Starlink will 
provide the kind of speeds 
and latency that should 
work for many services 
and games, Musk said the 
company simply won’t 

KLCC

Covered outdoor tables with fire pits have allowed customers 
to continue to enjoy the McKenzie Station Pub.

Rebuilding efforts - Page 2
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Ridin’ the Rapids

By Ken Engelman

WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date High Low Rain Releases

12/29	 43	 32	 0	 1,850	cfs
12/30	 47	 41	 1.28	 1,970	cfs
12/31	 52	 43	 0.45	 1,910	cfs
1/1	 54	 46	 1.22	 2,150	cfs
1/2	 50	 46	 1.34	 2,350	cfs
1/3	 54	 49	 1.09	 2,320	cfs
1/4	 52	 46	 1.06	 2,320	cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date High Low Rain Riverflow

12/29	 49	 28	 0	 6,850	cfs
12/30	 45	 32	 0.03	 6,440	cfs
12/31	 46	 40	 0.65	 7,160	cfs
1/1	 49	 43	 0.06	 7,270	cfs
1/2	 51	 43	 0.49	 7,570	cfs
1/3	 50	 43	 0.99	 11,900	cfs
1/4	 52	 44	 0.32	 10,110	cfs

McKenzie Valley
Rain

70% chance precip
High: 43 Low: 34

McKenzie Valley
PM Showers

30% chance precip
High: 50 Low: 38

Santiam Pass
PM Snow Showers
30% chance precip
High: 35 Low: 26

McKenzie Valley
Showers

45% chance precip
High: 52 Low: 41

Santiam Pass
Rain/Snow

45% chance precip
High: 38 Low: 30

Friday 1/8 Saturday 1/9 Sunday 1/10

Santiam Pass
Snow

70% chance precip
High: 32 Low - 21

Despite its seemingly never 
ending challenges, 2020  has had 
some bright spots, particularly 
when it comes to neighbors 
helping neighbors. Usually, in the 
past, when people have submitted 
nominations for Man, Woman 
or Business of the Year, they’ve 
too often just provided a name. 
Although quite a few still did 
that, others also provided some of 
their reasoning - including a new 
catregory:

Eveyone
“Emergency responders of Lane 

County for their selfless and val-
iant acts of courage during 2020. 
From COVID-19 mandates and 
subsequent responses to the efforts 
put forth to evacuate communities 
safely during the early hours of 
the Holiday Farm Fire. The or-
ganizations represented include 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office, 
Oregon State Police, Oregon De-
partment of Transportation, Lane 
County Search & Rescue, Lane 
County Emergency Management 
Team, Central Lane Communica-
tions Center, Oregon Department 
of Forestry, and numerous Lane 
County fire agencies and person-
nel.

“All the people who saved lives 
and homes during the Holiday 
Farm Fire.”

“We all know why! They saved 
people and homes, some while 
losing their own homes. I salute 
these wonderful people!”

“All of the first responders, 
firefighters, and loggers who 
fought the Holiday Farm Fire. 
Their tireless perseverance and 
hard work during that awful time 
meant so much to this community 
and will forever be appreciated. 
Words cannot accurately describe 
how thankful and grateful we are 
for every single one of them and 

Phone (541) 822-3358   FAX (541) 663-4550
MAILING ADDRESS: 59059 Old McKenzie Hwy.

McKenzie Bridge, Oregon 97413
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Oregon and Washington signed 
an agreement to work together on 
recovery of salmon and steelhead 
in the region.

VandenHeuvel added restoring 
salmon populations also is crucial 
for orcas in the Northwest.

The Idaho Salmon Workgroup 
was convened in April 2019.

Brian Brooks, executive direc-
tor of the Idaho Wildlife Federa-
tion and a member of the group, 
said the most crucial recommen-
dation - removing four dams on 
the lower Snake River in Wash-
ington - was taken off the table 
early in the process.

He calls the other proposals that 
will be in the group’s final report 
“low-hanging fruit.”

“The recommendations we did 
come up with, they will move 
the needle, they will help fish,” 
Brooks acknowledged. “Unfortu-
nately, they will not get us to those 

levels of abundance that Idahoans 
want.”

Public comment submitted to 
the workgroup largely supported 
removing the dams.

VandenHeuvel sees that as the 
best solution for restoring salmon 
and steelhead populations, but he 
knows it’s also the most divisive 
proposition, with farmers con-
cerned about how it would affect 
their industry.

“We think that a broad congres-
sional, legislative solution is re-
ally needed here,” VandenHeuvel 
urged. “Something that’s going 
to look hard at the transportation 
issues and the irrigation issues, 
and make sure that those are ad-
dressed.”

The Idaho Salmon Workgroup’s 
final report is expected sometime 
in January.

Continued From - Page 1

Saving Salmon

their efforts.”
“All the people who saved lives 

and homes during the Holiday 
Farm Fire.” We cannot thank them 
enough.”

Man of the Year
“John Carlile of McKenzie 

Bridge for the honor of man of 
the year.  John’s management of 
the Rainbow Relief Center at the 
UMCC has been a huge benefit to 
many in our community.”

“John Carlile has been running 
the UMCC relief since it started 
up . He has without fanfare been 
there every day since it started.”

“Al Artero of Blue River Water 
district man of the year for the 
McKenzie River. Al spent long 
hours, 12-16 hours days restoring 
water to McKenzie School and 
Blue River during the fire, and 
continues his hard work and 
dedication for always being on 
call to help the McKenzie River 
community.”

“Al Arteros’ work in getting 
water back to the Blue River area 
was critical to our recovery.”

“Micki Sullivan donated his 
services to repair wells post fire.”

“Oregon State Police Trooper 
Marc Boyd. Boyd saved countless 
homes and lives the week of the 
Holiday Farm Fire when he spotted 
a fire start in a field just west of 
Leaburg that was heading for a 
hay barn, surrounded by houses. 
If that barn full of hay would 
have caught fire, the whole lower 
McKenzie Valley would have 
been engulfed. This valley is so 
lucky to have such an observant, 
hard working trooper watching 
out for out community.”

“Tim Halloran as Man of 
the Year.  As a volunteer for 
the McKenzie School District 
Board, he has been there for 
the community during this very 
trying year!  While losing his own 
home during the fire, Tim never 
lost sight for helping our local 
school.  Teachers, students and 
volunteers also lost homes and 
needed a leader to guide them.  
Tim has been there throughout the 

last 3 months.  Prior to the fire, 
Tim helped lead the effort to get 
a bond measure on the ballot so a 
new school could be built.  Only 
to turn around and advise us to 
not vote for it due to the impact 
it would have on the remaining 
home owners.”

“Darren Bucich. As you know, 
his actions in the Holiday fire 
saved scores of lives.” 

Also mentioned:  Ron Alex-
ander, Sean Davis and Pete Petty.

Woman of the Year
“Patence Winningham would 

be my Woman of the year. I do 
not know her well but I continu-
ally hear about her influencing 
decisions that are helping our 
community. I understand that she 
is an employee of the county and 
that is her job but have not heard 
any negative at all.”

“Jamee Savidge-Doolin of 
Nimrod is my choice for Woman 
of the Year.  Jamee has helped 
so many folks by her work with 
the Community Development 
Corporation’s relief efforts,  
She also serves on the board 
of directors of the McKenzie 
Community Track and Field. 
Always a willing helper and my 
choice for the honor.”

“Jennifer Zirkle for Woman 
of the Year. She is an incredible 
human being and is so deserving 
of this award. She has  incredible 
compassion and resiliency.”

“Tia Cloke - for assisting health 
needs on location and visiting 
folks at home to assist with their 
medications.”

“Samantha Winningham and 
her auntie for shopping with us 
during Covid.”

Business of the Year
“Patsy’s Stage Stop. Patsy 

offered free Thanksgiving dinners 
and, earlier, free burgers shortly 
after the fire. Patsy is a pillar of 
our community.”

“McKenzie River Reflections: 
Thanks for all your fine work. 
Keep up what you’re doing. We 
love you!”

“McKenzie Valley Pump 
for business. Even though 2 of 

their employees, Bill Martin and 
Mickey Sullivan lost their homes 
they have continued to work 
tirelessly to repair and restore 
water to so many homes.”

“Everyone’s Market - Happy 
in Vida stayed open until 4:30 am 
the night of the fire to assist with 
filling gas tanks for the emergency 

have the capacity to compete in 
major metro markets

He also hasn’t indicated 
whether Starlink connections 
will feature the kind of throttling, 
usage caps, or overage fees seen 
with cellular and traditional 
satellite broadband.

In the meantime a tempo-
rary communications tower in 
McKenzie Bridge has been es-
tablished as a stopgap until the 
physical infrastructure of copper 
and fiber is rebuilt.

“Lumen has been working on 

a solution to heat up all POTS 
customers in the McKenzie 
Bridge area in conjunction with 
the Elevate Technology Group.” 
Hendricks said  “Stability issues 
were attributed to the radio solu-
tion not being full duplex.  Lu-
men is purchasing radio services 
from Elevate.  This is anticipated 
to fix the problem.  This is sched-
uled for construction and turn up 
this week.  This provides service 
to Lumen’s current 172 current 
POTS customers.”

vehicles.”
“All the Animal Rescue volun-

teer agencies who worked tire-
lessly and are still actively work-
ing to trap and return animals, in 
the fire area, to their families!”

Also nominated: Meyer’s 
General Store and Takoda’s 
Restaurant.

Continued From - Page 1

Rebuilding efforts



Dec. 28: 14:57: 41910 McK. 
Hwy. Medical, Heart. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal.

Dec. 29: 13:58: McK. 
Hwy. Milepost 22. Brush Fire. 
Investigate, Unable To Locate.

Dec. 30: 10:02: 41505 Deerhorn 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Refusal.

Jan. 1: 17:36: 40656 McK. 
Hwy. Lift Assist. Lift Assist Only.

Jan. 2: 0:23: 8265 Thurston Rd. 
Medical, General. Disregarded.

15:30: McK. Hwy./ Leaburg 
Lake Oil Spill. Confined spill to 
vehicle.

Jan. 3: 7:32: 8855 McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. Disregarded .

11:53: 36986 Camp Creek Road 
Fire, Structure. Fire extinguished.

Jan, 4: 08:15: North Gate Creek 
Rd. Mp 2.5. Vehicle Fire. Fire 
Extinguished.

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold its 
monthly virtual board of directors 
meeting on Monday; January 18th.
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Dec. 28: 8:36 a.m: Threat, 
Harassment - 95000 block, Spring 
Valley Ln.

9:13 a.m: Found Contraband – 
N. Gate Creek Rd. & McK. Hwy.

11:32 a.m: Civil Service - 3800 
blk, Vitus Ln.

1:34 p.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 37400 blk, Upper Camp 
Creek Rd.

2:01 p.m: Animal Abuse - 
37800 blk, Upper Camp Creek 
Rd.

5:50 p.m: Assist, Citizen Con-
tact - McK. Hwy. Milepost 30.

Dec. 29: 9:26 a.m: Vehicle Stop 
- Marcola & Old Mohawk Rd.

9:53 a.m: Vehicle Stop - Mar-
cola & Alder Branch Rd.

12:10 p.m: Civil Enforcement 
- 51400 blk, Blue River Dr.

12:20 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call 
- 90700 blk, Fish Hatchery Rd.

2:43 p.m: Assist, Citizen 
Contact – Vida area.

2:47 p.m: Criminal Mischief - 
47800 blk, McK. Hwy.

4:27 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
42100 blk, Holden Creek Ln.

4:44 p.m: Lost Subject - Lat: 
44.192580 Long: -122.044823.

5:18 p.m: Alarm - 36700 blk, 
Oak Point Rd.

7:07 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
41500 blk, Madrone St.

8:28 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. Mp. 20.

Dec. 30: 3:38 a.m: Alarm - 
43100 blk, McK. Hwy.

5:04 a.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- Wendling Rd. & Queens Rd. 

Dec. 31: 12:53 a.m: Vehicle 
Stop – Hwy. 126, Mp. 42.

2:37 a.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- 8200 blk, Thurston Rd.

4:47 a.m: Suspicious  Condi-
tions - 6900 blk, Thurston Rd.

11:06 a.m: Threat, Harassment 
- 39300 blk, McK. Hwy.

11:45 a.m: Reckless Driving 
– Hwy. 126, Eastbound, Mp. 33.

11:54 a.m: Theft - 40600 blk, 
Potter Creek Ln.

12:01 p.m: Theft of Mail - 
43600 blk, McK. Hwy.

12:01 p.m: Fraud - 43200 blk, 
McK. Hwy.

5:05 p.m: Fraud - 95100 blk, 
Hazel Ln.

Jan. 1: 3:18 a.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 48200 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Accidental dial by a child.

2:34 p.m: Tree Down – 
McGowan Creek Rd. & Donna 

Jan. 2: 16:33: Crash - Non-
injury, Hwy. 126E, Milepost 11. 
Flagged down at Flowerdale 
Drive regarding a single-vehicle 
off the roadway. The driver of a 
green Acura Integra was traveling 
westbound when the driver 
reported hydroplaning and losing 

State Police
Report

Dec. 30: 14:49: Motor Vehicle 
Accident – 59000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
1 vehicle in a ditch near Olallie 
Campground.

Jan. 3: 08:56: MVA - 
Aufderheide Dr./Mp. 58. Involved 
vehicle got stuck in a ditch,  no 
one is injured.

The Upper McK. Fire District 
board of directors will hold its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
January 20th, at the McK. Fire 
Station, 56578 McK. Hwy. in 
McKenzie Bridge, at 7 p.m.

Rd.
2:58 p.m: Reckless Driving 

– Marcola Rd. Mp. 5.
3:20 p.m: Fire, Down Line - 

35400 blk, Black Canyon Rd.
4:08 p.m: Abandoned Vehicle - 

Hill Rd. & Old Mohawk Rd.
Jan. 2: 10:01 a.m: Theft 

- 40600 blk, Potter Creek Ln. 
Report of company hired to clean 
up fire damage stealing property.

10:01 a.m: Fraud - 43200 blk, 
McK. Hwy.

10:01 a.m: Theft of Mail - 
43600 blk, McK. Hwy.

5:14 p.m: Civil Problem - 
54700 blk, Caddis Ln.

2:40 p.m: Theft - 51100 blk, 
Blue River Dr. Report of possible 
theft of money.

5:18 p.m: Warrant Service - Lat: 
44.122585 Long: -122.469537.

Jan. 3: 7:57 a.m: Traffic Hazard 
- Camp Creek Rd. & Kickbusch 
Ln.

9:53 a.m: Seized Property - Hill 
Rd. & McK. View Dr.

10:33 a.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 37800 blk, Upper Camp 
Creek Rd.

10:38 a.m: Disorderly Subject 
- 91800 blk, Mill Creek Rd. 
Report of a disorderly man trying 
to sell items on market property.  
A McKenzie deputy responded 
and contacted the involved on the 
property.

11:37 a.m: Assist, Citizen 
Contact - 91100 blk, Donna Rd.

From January 25, 1991 edition of McKenzie River Reflections

...saving stories 
from the rising

tide of time.

To download fully functioning 8-page digital files, 
with accessible text and images go to: http://alturl.
com/9yb9n

11:55 a.m: Warrant Service 
- Upper Camp Creek Rd. & 
Australian Rd.

2:27 p.m: Assist, Citizen 
Contact - 54700 blk, Caddis Ln.

5:33 p.m: Request Cover – 
Hwy. 126 & Mp. 52.

6:23 p.m: Unlawful Use of 
Vehicle - 54700 blk, Caddis Ln.

1:55 p.m: Assist Oregon State 
Police - Upper Camp Creek Rd. & 
Camp Creek Rd.

10:31 p.m: Dog Barking - 
89300 blk, Old Mohawk Rd.

Jan. 4: 12:33 p.m: Assist, 
Follow Up - 54700 blk, Caddis 
Ln.

1:37 p.m: Theft - 88300 blk, 
Little Deerhorn Ln. Report of a 
subcontractor stealing items from 
the location. 

3:55 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, No Injury - 37600 blk, 
Parsons Creek Rd.

4:11 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- 43200 blk, McK. Hwy. 

Comments as reported may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County Sheriffs 
Office.

control. The vehicle slid off the 
roadway to the north and came  to 
rest against a tree. The vehicle was 
towed due to damage. Involved 
Driver: 32-year-old male from 
Springfield.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie	River	Specialist
Exceeding	Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top	Producer	at

Windermere	Real	Estate	since	2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

*	based	on	Winderemere’s	annual	Top	Producers	List
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Rainbow Plews, Brent Caulley
&

The McKenzie
Station Pub

Congratulations to 2020’s
Very Best -

The Woman, Man
& Business of the Year
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Keep in Touch

Subscribe	to
the	McKenzie’s
own	newspaper

$29/yr in Lane County

$35/yr outside Lane Cty
Add $10/yr for combined

print & digital delivery

DO YOU HAVE A 
THANKFUL JOURNAL?
Why not start a Thankful 

Journal or Blessings Jar of joyful 
happenings or things you’re 
thankful for as the year goes by? 
It’s fun to go back and look at 
these at year’s end or a new year’s 
beginning.
I began a Thankful Journal years 

ago when I was in college, my first 
time living away from home. I’ve 
kept one off and on throughout the 
years. Even when you’re going 
through troubled times, there is 
still beauty, uplifting moments or 
some small observation to cheer 
you and keep you going.
I hadn’t written in mine nor 

read through it for awhile and 
pulled my most recent one out 
and began browsing after a friend 
mentioned her Blessings Jar. I 
found it enjoyable to read through 
my journal and decided I should 
begin writing in it again.

BLESSINGS JAR
A Blessings Jar can serve the 

same purpose. My friend uses a 
Blessings Jar to focus on the good 
in her life throughout the year. 
When something good happens 
(large or small) or she notices 
something beautiful, she jots 
down a note about it and drops it 
into a large jar.
On New Years Day, she takes 

out the cards for the past year 
and reads them. Then she ties the 
notes with a ribbon and starts a 
new year. She’s discovered that 
even in challenging times there 
are always things for which to be 
thankful.

JOTTINGS FOR A JOURNAL
As I skimmed through my latest 

journal, which I hadn’t written in 
for more than a year, I discovered 

items that made me laugh, made 
me remember, made me think and 
be thankful.
These might include something I 

observed, something that happened 
to me, a quote from a book, a new 
bird I observed at the feeder, the 
bobbed tail chipmunk that made 
us laugh, a friend I hadn’t seen 
in awhile, a child giggling...and 
so many other small observations 
that make us wonder, laugh, and 
simply feel good.
I’ve also pasted in pictures, a 

short note from a friend or relative, 
made a sketch, written a poem.
Start a Thankful Journal or 

Blessings Jar this year as you 
observe and experience the 
wonders around you.
Recipes old and new also can 

bring memories and joyful 
occasions alive.
CREAMED POTATOES was a 

simple “farm folk” dish my mother 
made for supper (our simpler meal 
of the day) using leftover potatoes 
from dinner (the noon meal).
Dice cooked potatoes into a frying 

pan or skillet, called a “spider” by 
my grandmother. Then add some 
cream or whole milk, but do not 
cover the potatoes. If you use 
milk rather than cream, add a few 
pieces of butter.
Simmer, stirring often, but do not 

boil, until the liquid is thick. You 
may need to add a little flour to 
get the liquid to thicken. Add salt 
and pepper to taste. For variation, 
you can add some cubed cooked 
ham or crumbled bacon. Or serve 
slices of these on the side.

(c) 2021 Mary Emma Allen
 
(Mary Emma Allen writes from 

her NH woodland home.)

Join Rick & Kathy Dancer 
as they introduce you to The 
Backstories of the Pacific 
Northwest”
The people, the places, the 
food, the recreation and the 

Explore PNW Backstories

heart and soul of rural Oregon.

Where To Watch
Facebook @Exploregonbackstores

Instagram pnw_backstories 
Youtube  PNW Backstories 

Email: Rick@rickdancer.com

Disease-resistant 
roses make garden-

ing life easier
Struggling with rose diseases 

often converts affection to frustra-
tion for the millions of gardeners 
who grow the beloved shrubs.

Instead of cursing the big three 
– black spot, powdery mildew and 
rust – take the advice of Jay Psc-
heidt, a plant pathologist with Or-
egon State University Extension 
Service, who steers people to roses 
that enjoy immunity to the threats 
of these diseases.

“Save yourself a lot of hassle 
and plant disease-resistant roses 
this spring for trouble-free bou-
quets in the summer,” he said. The 
Pacific Northwest Plant Disease 
Handbook, which Pscheidt co-au-
thored, offers a list of varieties.

Hybrid teas that smell sweet 
and are moderately resistant to all 
three diseases include dark-red Mr. 
Lincoln; Double Delight with its 
shades of reds, pinks and whites; 
pastel pink Tiffany; and sunset-
orange Voodoo. Dark-salmon Fra-
grant Cloud is highly resistant to 
rust and moderately resistant to 
powdery mildew and black spot.

Tournament of Roses, a cor-
al-colored grandiflora, and the 
heavy-blooming, pink-flowered 
floribunda Sexy Rexy very suc-
cessful at fighting off the trio of 
diseases. Sunshine-yellow flori-
bunda Sunsprite and Queen Eliza-
beth, a classic pink grandiflora, are 
moderately resistant to all three.

If you want a climbing rose, 

keep in mind that they require 
more pruning than shrub roses. 
Install a trellis or use an archway 
for a climbing rose, which needs 
space to grow vertically as well as 
horizontally. 

Disease-resistant climbing roses 
include the fire engine-red Altissi-
mo, which is resistant to rust and 
has medium resistance to black 
spot and powdery mildew. Lem-
on-yellow Golden Showers and 
Joseph’s Coat in rouge and peach 
hues possess moderate resistance 
to all three.

You may not find all of these 
roses at garden centers and other 
retail outlets. If you’ve got your 
heart set on one, call first to see if 
it’s in stock. If you choose to shop 

online, check out Heirloom Roses, 
Jackson & Perkins and Edmunds 
Roses.

At the nursery, roses come with 
bare roots or in a plastic con-
tainer. For container plants, dig 
the planting hole twice as wide as 
the container. For bare-root roses, 
dig the hole wide enough so you 
can spread the roots horizontally. 
Spring, after the last frost date 
(late March/mid-April), is a great 
time to plant roses. Put them in a 
spot with well-drained soil that 
will receive six to eight hours of 
full sun. Water your newly planted 
roses deeply.

For more information about 
roses, refer to Controlling Dis-
eases and Aphids on Your Roses. 
Also available is Roses: Planting 
and Care in Central Oregon. Al-
though it’s geared for high-desert 
gardeners, the advice also applies 
to western Oregon.

541-517-0730Big or small We Do it All!

Rock Delivery
Excavation

Fill Dirt
Landscape Supplies

Land Clearing
Forestry & Brush Mulching

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L. C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny

By Mary Emma Allen
Country Kitchen
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Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Bridge Christian Church
56334 McKenzie Hwy, McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

9:30 a.m. Sunday school for all ages
11:00 a.m. Worship Service & Nursery

Need a ride? Call 541-822-3289

Living Water Family Fellowship
52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
Just east of Blue River 541-822-3820
Sunday: 9:30 am - Sunday School for all ages

10:30 am - Worship Service & Children’s Church
 6:00 pm - Bible Studies and Youth

Thurs. 6 pm - Celebrate Recovery (12-Step Program)

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Worship is live-streamed, every Sunday at 10:30 am, on the Facebook page for 
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church. Comments on Facebook are appreciated! 
You may also contact the church for prayer requests, to request an emailed or 
earth-mailed bulletin, and other information. Phone or send email to Nancy Ash-
ley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986. We look forward to hearing from 
our neighbors, either from a distance, or someday, in person!

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Personal Property Certified Appraisers

We	can	recreate	your	contents	from	
photos	and/or	your	descriptions	for	
insurance	purposes.

541-221-2191 
avaluequest@gmail.com

LEGAL NOTICE
Vertical	 Bridge	 Development,	

LLC	 would	 like	 to	 place	 on	 notice	
the	proposed	extension	of	an	exist-
ing	120	foot	self-support	lattice	tele-
communication	tower	to	an	150	foot	
self-support	 lattice	tower	known	as	
Mt.	Hagan	located	at	44°8’20.9184”	
north	latitude	and	-122°24’37.4472”	
west	 longitude	 at	 the	 approximate	
vicinity	of	at	near	NFD	Road	2611,	
Blue	 River,	 Lane	 County,	 Oregon	
97413.	 If	 you	 have	 any	 concerns	
regarding	 historic	 properties	 that	
may	 be	 affected	 by	 this	 proposed	
undertaking,	please	contact	 :	Miles	
Walz-Salvador,	The	Lotis	Group,	at	
NEPA.NHPA@TheLotisGroup.com	
or	 6465	 Transit	 Road	 -	 Suite	 23,	
East	 Amherst,	 NY	 14051-2232	 or	
(716)	 276-8707.	 In	 your	 response,	
please	 include	 the	 proposed	 un-
dertaking’s	location	and	a	list	of	the	
historic	 resources	 that	 you	 believe	
to	 be	 affected	 along	 with	 their	 re-
spective	addresses	or	approximate	
locations.

As we close the door on 2020, 
we want to thank you for your 
support, update you on UMCC  
happenings and wish you good 
health, comfort and peace in the 
year ahead. 

So much generosity to cel-
ebrate! 

This has been an extraordi-
narily challenging year. We want 
to acknowledge the fortitude and  
kindness of our Upper McKenzie 
neighbors and those beyond who 
have quietly pitched in to  help, 
against a background of enormous 
shock and grief from the Holiday 
Farm Fire, on top of  coping with 
a statewide pandemic. 

From neighbors who franti-
cally knocked on doors to save 
lives that night, to the volunteers 
who  rushed in with food, wa-
ter and other supplies; the brave 
first responders, the business do-
nors  and the volunteers who lost 
their own homes and still devoted 
countless hours to help others;  the 
locals and resource organizations 
meeting daily in circles outdoors 
to update, strengthen  and coordi-
nate efforts; the many nonprofit, 
governmental and private organi-
zations working  long hours to be 
of use; the parents patiently sit-
ting in cars, encouraging bounc-
ing children in  the backseat to fo-
cus on online lessons. . . so much 
about our collective response to 
the  unimaginable fire humbles us 
and makes us deeply grateful to 
be part of such a caring and  com-

mitted community. We truly are 
“McKenzie Strong!” 
UMCC’s building is being well-
used in service to the community 

Before the fire, UMCC had to 
limit its activities due to COVID 
19 occupancy restrictions. We had  
to cancel our popular Summer Ice 
Cream Social, which is our larg-
est annual fundraiser, as well  as 
our much-loved Holiday Potluck. 
Thank you, members, for coming 
through with donations to  cover 
the building’s utilities, insurance 
and other fixed costs that continue 
whether or not we  are open. 

Throughout 2020, the UMCC 
Board has not only been watching 
over the building: we have  been 
assessing and addressing critical 
maintenance and health/safety 
issues. After 60+ years in  opera-
tion with only minor updates and 
repairs, there are many needs that 
continue to need  attention! 

And these needs have become 
more pressing after the fire, be-
cause the Rainbow Relief Center  
has been operating in our building 
up to 7 days a week since the fire. 
We are so glad that our  building, 
located less than a quarter-mile 
from where the fire started, can 
house this critical  community 
service: we expect the Relief Cen-
ter to continue at UMCC until at 
least the end of  March.  

We thank many generous sup-
porters for helping UMCC dur-
ing this time. The United Way 
of  Lane County and Lane Elec-
tric Cooperative, along with the 
McKenzie Wellness Foundation 
and  the McKenzie River Trail 
Run, have committed funds that 
will include a generator to keep  

people warm and perishable food 
safely stored during the winter 
season. In addition, funds  from all 
the bottles and cans you are bring-
ing to the center are covering the 
huge increase in  cost for propane 
and electricity this winter. 

Looking forward in a big way 
The Board has also used this time 

to reenergize the focus of UMCC, 
with a goal to draw the  commu-
nity together more often through 
increased types of social, learning, 
service and  entertainment activi-
ties. This vision is guided by a June 
2020 member survey asking what 
you  would like to see in the future. 
And while that vision continues to 
guide us, the fire has pushed  us to 
think even bigger. It is said that the 
greatest of challenges can generate 
previously  untapped opportunities 
for improvement. This is where we 
now are, together. 

Given that several organiza-
tions lost their buildings in the 
fire, we’re exploring how we 
might  partner together to restore 
and even improve upon what was 
lost. We envision more space for  a 
“community living room” hosting 
all kinds of activities and services, 
along with improved  emergency 
response capabilities. We promise 
to keep our minds open, commu-
nicate often, and be as inclusive as 
possible as ideas develop, so stay 
tuned. 

What’s next? 
Our next Annual Meeting is 

scheduled for May 2021, and 
hopefully we will be able to gather 
in  person for that. But given all 
that needs to be done, the Board 
needs to expand its membership  
before then. 

Three of our seven Board mem-
bers lost homes in the fire and are 
no longer living in the area:  Cheri 
Estrin and Alan Brodie had just 
moved away and resigned their 
Board when the Rainbow  home 
was utterly destroyed. Board 
member Shirley Fry also lost her 
home and many of her  animals in 
the fire: she is temporarily staying 
in Yachats. Jeanne Fager had just 
resigned from  the Board when her 
home was destroyed with the du-
bious distinction of being Ground 
Zero for  the fire.

We thank each of them for their 
service to the Board: we also ex-
tend a gigantic thanks to  Marga-
ret Beilharz, who has been “the 
rock” of UMCC for several years. 
She is resigning from  the Board 
on January 1 to give her attention 
to some exciting new projects that 
she’ll write you  about soon. She 
has been crucial in passing on her 
deep historical knowledge of our 
community  and will remain an 
active UMCC member. As a part-
ing gift, she procured the funding 
for the  above-mentioned gen-
erator. Thank you for everything, 
Margaret! 

As we work to grow the Board, 
we are seeking people who live 
within the boundaries of the  Blue 
River School District, whether 
long-time residents or new arriv-
als, with diverse  backgrounds, 
experience, ad connections. We 
need people who can be ambassa-
dors for our  community; who un-
derstand buildings; who can build 
consensus, organize projects, and 
get  things done—and most of all, 
who love where we live and want 

to make it even better! Please  let 
us know soon if you’d like to be 
considered. 

Finally, we miss you! We miss 
the din of conversation, the mu-
sic, the kids, the stack of donated 
presents on the stage, and the ice 
cream- but especially you! Thank 
you for being a member,  and we 
look forward to seeing you when 
we can reopen our doors. 

Sincerely, 
Francesca Anton, Marla English, 

Kathi Jaworski 
UMCC Board of Directors

Letters to
the Editor

(541) 484-1151   •   www.laneelectric.com

Save energy by turning down your water heater’s 
temperature to the warm setting (120°F). 

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
www.mckenzievalleypump.com

CCB	#50234	I

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 
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Problem With The Neighbor
I am a 50-year-old divorced 

woman with two grown sons. 
Recently I became good friends 
with my next-door neighbor who 
is a 38-year-old single man, never 
married.
We have gone places together 

and had a great time. He is a lot 
of fun and I enjoy being with him. 
I can tell he enjoys being with 
me, but I don’t know if we’re just 
friends or if he wants more.
I would like to move to a more 

physical relationship, and I am 
waiting for him to make the first 
move. I don’t know if he is just shy 
or is only interested in friendship, 
and I don’t want to screw this up.
Every night after he comes home 

from work, we talk on the back 
porch for two or three hours. 
Usually we do something on his 
days off. He is also very good 
with my 17-year-old son, and my 
son adores him.
How can I find out if he wants 

more from this relationship without 
jeopardizing our friendship?

Bryn
Bryn, from the accident of living 

next door, you have developed a 
familiarity with a neighbor. Your 
description of him is beyond 
perfunctory: 38, single, male, has 
a job. That’s like a very boring 
dating profile.
It’s almost as if you looked 

into a neighbor’s yard and saw 
something you could use, like 
a Swiss Army knife. It was so 
convenient and right next door! 
“I’ll just reach over the fence and 
borrow it.”
The first thing you saw was a 

single man. How fortunate. And 
the man has a job. Maybe he 
could be a role model for my son. 
Maybe I can connect myself to 
this neighbor through my son.
Bryn, here’s the problem. Your 

neighbor is not a Swiss Army 
knife to be used for you, your son, 
or your physical desires.
You didn’t indicate he is attracted 

to you that way. He is a friend. 
He’s not dating you. But it’s so 
convenient. It’s way easier than 
going out and meeting other 
people.
He might be thinking how nice 

it is to have a friendly neighbor, 
someone to talk to, like the big 
sister he never had.
As humans we are convenience 

seekers. Often we settle for what 
is close at hand, like a convenience 
store or a fast food restaurant. We 
settle because it doesn’t require 
effort. But this man is not an 
appliance or a tool for you to use. 
You have given us no indication 
the two of you are anything more 
than good neighbors.
Where is the “he asked me for 

a date”? Where is the “we’ve 
been dating now for some time”? 
Where is the “we are starting to 
talk about our feelings for one 
another and where this is going”?
You can’t skip dating and the 

who-we-are- to-one-another 
before having sex. Because if 
you skip that, then all you have is 
sex with a neighbor because it is 
convenient.
We don’t use friends for sex. If 

you are thinking sex will make 
him your boyfriend, you are 
desperate. This friendship is new. 
It needs time to develop. Give it 
that time.
A Swiss Army knife has many 

useful features: a toothpick, 
tweezers, nail file, scissors, 
screwdriver, bottler opener, ruler, 
saw, and pliers. Your neighbor 
has many useful features, too. But 
none of those things make him 
yours.
You are concerned about 

jeopardizing a friendship. We are 
too. We get many letters from 
people who want to turn a friend 
into a lover. Often they end up 
with neither.

Wayne & Tamara

write:  Directanswers@
WayneAndTamara.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Coins & Jewelry

Buying	 US	 and	 foreign	 coins,	
currency,	tokens,	gold,	silver,	&	jewelry.	
North	Star	Coin	&	Jewelry,	612	Main	
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Clear the Clutter
Organize	your	home	for	safety,	bet-

ter	use	of	space	&	improved	wellbeing.	
Call	Patty	Starr	-	Licensed,	Bonded	&	
Insured.	541-556-1452,	

e z 2 d o w n s i z e @ g m a i l . c o m	
PSyr/4/18.

For Sale
$60	for	Service	Entrance	Wire	com-

posed	of	4	wires.	Qty	(2)	4/0	34	ft.	Qty	
(1)	2/0	34	ft.	Qty	(1)	#4		32	ft.	Contact	
Barbara		541-746-9734	SBT12/3ruc

Free
Rocks	 -	 landscape	 boulders	 &	

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All	you	can	load	yourself	free	-	loaded	
&	delivered	 for	a	small	 fee.	541-896-
3000	(best	time	a.m.)	FI-j15.nc

Personal
The	Leaburg	Sew	&	So’s	will	meet	

again	 on	 Monday	 afternoons	 when	

the	 McKenzie	 Fire	 &	 Rescue	 Center	
re-opens	for	community	activities.	Call	
Sara	at	541-896-3059	for	more	infor-
mation.	

If	 you	 want	 to	 drink,	 that’s	 your	
business.	 If	 you	 want	 to	 stop,	 that’s	
ours.	 AA	 Group	 meets	 Wednesday	
6:00pm-7:00pm	 and	 Sunday	
5:00-6:00pm	 at	 the	 McKenzie	
Valley	 Presbyterian	 Church,	 88393	
Walterville	 Loop,	 a	 block	 from	 the	
Walterville	 Shopping	 Center.	 N/c-sub	
5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now	accepting	piano	students	-	Be-

ginners,	 Intermediate	 and	 Advanced	
-	 all	 ages.	 Professional	 jazz	 pianist,	
classically	trained	with	years	of	teach-
ing	 experience.	 Located	 in	 Leaburg.	
Please	 call	 or	 text	 408.391.3477	 or	
email;	 kimberly@liquidsister.com.	
http://www.liquidsister.com	 SKP-
8/16ruc

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The	 Sew	 and	 So’s	 meet	 every	

Monday	 (except	 holidays)	 at	 the	
McKenzie	 Fire	 &	 Rescue	 Training	

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirchell

Real Estate

Emergency? 
Call 911

Center	from	noon	to	4pm.	Come	join	
us.	 Call	 Sara	 at	 541-896-3059	 for	
more information. S=JS-2/25/10ruc

January 7, 1785: Frenchman 
Jean-Pierre Blanchard and Ameri-
can John Jeffries travel from Do-
ver, England, to Calais, France, in 
a gas balloon, becoming the first to 
cross the English Channel by air. 
The two men nearly crashed into 
the Channel along the way, how-
ever, as their balloon was weighed 
down by extraneous supplies such 
as anchors, a nonfunctional hand-
operated propeller, and silk-cov-
ered oars with which they hoped 
they could row their way through 
the air. Just before reaching the 
French coast, the two balloonists 
were forced to throw nearly ev-
erything out of the balloon, and 
Blanchard even threw his trousers 
over the side in a desperate, but 
apparently successful, attempt to 
lighten the ship.

A Moment
in History

Info provided by History.com

9/14/45 - 12/22/2020
Larry was born in Houston, 

Texas to Lt. Elmer Brown and 
Peggy Ann Brown and spent the 
rest of his life, when filling out 
various forms, explaining that he 
did indeed know what a maiden 
name was. (His mother was de-
scended from Peter Browne, one 
of the original Mayflower Pas-
sengers who settled in Plymouth 
Rock; there would have been less 
confusion if some ancestor had 
not removed the ‘e’ at the end of 
the surname in the mid 1800's.) 
He later won the Lottery when 
his birthday was the first drawn 
for the Vietnam Draft Lottery in 
1969--his allergies/asthma ex-
cluded him from serving (espe-
cially after having sat in a small 
room full of smokers for an hour 
before his special hearing).

Larry’s father met his mother 
at a USO dance in Los Angeles, 
when the war was over the three 
moved to California and Larry 
grew up in the San Fernando Val-
ley; he had lifelong friendships 
with most of the children he grew 
up with in his old neighborhood.

Larry attended Orange Coast 
College and spent his free time 
surfing while supporting him-
self working as a ride operator 
at Disneyland; he then graduated 
with an BA in Art from Califor-
nia State University, Fullerton. 
Larry was great at math and had 
been studying accounting when 
he was told he needed an elective 
in the arts; Larry decided to take 
a Ceramics class so that he would 
end up with ‘something practical’ 
when the class was over. He was 
instantly skilled at the potter’s 
wheel and fascinated by glaze 

Lawrence (Larry) Brown

In
Memory

formulas; he was hooked and 
decided to change his major: he 
was going to be a potter.

As an Art Major he was also re-
quired to take many other classes 
in other mediums AND Art His-
tory classes. This was where he 
first encountered his future wife 
Terry Erickson-- an Art History 
Major. She had noticed him as 
one of the clay and glaze covered 
‘gang of potters’ who always ar-
rived late and took their notes 
on paper towels. They didn’t 
actually ‘meet’ until she arrived 
late for a mid-term slide review 
in 19th Century French Art; the 
class suddenly had ‘full atten-
dance’, there were no more seats 
available, the lights were out, the 
slides were up, and as she made 
her way blindly to the back wall 
of the room, stepping over the 
legs of people sitting on the floor, 
she found the corner, slid down 
and sat on him.

Later they found out they were 
both working at Disneyland Grad 
Nights and he came by her cash 
register on Main Street looking 
very handsome in his Haunted 
Mansion Butler costume and 
asked her out to Breakfast. 
Larry was on the original crew 
when the Haunted Mansion first 
opened and appeared in the pub-
licity photo with seven other 
‘cast members’. Everyone one 
had been told to ‘look scary’ for 
the photos and when Larry saw 
the final photo they had chosen 
he was embarrassed to discover 
that among the broadly smiling 
faces he had been the only one 
following instructions!

In 1971 Larry and Terry grad-
uated together, got married on 
June 12th, and six months later 
opened their pottery studio in 
an industrial area of Anaheim; 
a year later Larry quit his job 
at Disneyland and never shaved 
again. In 1990 they decided to 
follow friends to Oregon to find 
some rural property where they 
could have their home and studio 
on the same property. They found 
a house with a large RV garage 
on a forested acre in McKenzie 
Bridge and decided on the spot 
that this was where they wanted 
to live forever. They were active 
in the arts and events on the Riv-
er and mentored a few ‘at risk’ 
work study students who needed 
to learn “How To Have A Job”. 
Larry was also on the 2011/12 
Design and Construction Com-
mittee of the Community Sign 
Project that mark every commu-

nity along the McKenzie River 
east of Springfield.

They also hosted a Swedish 
exchange student who became 
a lifelong friend along with her 
friend the Australian exchange 
student. Larry related very well 
to children and teens with trips 
to Disneyland, art festivals 
(where they could be ‘helpers’), 
and teaching many to drive. He 
is remembered for his kindness, 
humor, patience and constructive 
criticism.

Larry was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s Disease in his mid-
50s--exactly the same way as his 
father. He was finally unable to 
make pottery and became the 
shipping and billing department 
for Terry’s ceramic sculpture and 
tile business. After a catastrophic 
single car accident on a blind 
curve of the McKenzie Highway 
in 2011 Larry decided it was time 
to quit driving and utilize his re-
cumbent tricycle instead (sales of 
the five star safety rated Toyota 
Sienna went up in all divisions 
of Oregon law enforcement who 
passed around the photo of the re-
mains of the van). By 2015 it be-
came too much for Terry to drive 
Larry back and forth to Eugene 
several days a week to his many 
doctor and Physical Therapy ap-
pointments. It was with much 
sadness that they sold their prop-
erty and downsized to a smaller 
home & easy to care for property 
in the Cal Young area. By 2018 
Larry needed round the clock as-
sistance and moved to Oak Tree 
Residential Living.

Larry died peacefully in his 
sleep under the very attentive 
care of the staff of his residence 
and the fantastic support of the 
PeaceHealth Hospice of Sacred 
Heart. When the plague is finally 
over, his ashes will be spread in 
the ocean off the coast of South-
ern California where he used to 
surf. We had talked about our 
funeral/memorials years before 
and this is how Larry wants all 
of his friends and relatives to re-
member him: get a pint of your 
favorite, decadent ice cream, find 
Norman Greenbaum’s recording 
of “SPIRIT IN THE SKY” on 
YouTube, turn it up to top vol-
ume and eat the entire carton by 
yourself while you listen.

If you wish to further honor his 
memory, donations may be made 
to Parkinson’s Resources Of Or-
egon, www.parkinsonsresources.
org

Services
MOWING	 –	 Retired	 gentleman	

looking	 to	 subsidize	 income.	 Have	

zero	turn	mower	with	trailer.	Also	push	
mower	 with	 edger.	 Can	 mow	 up	 to	
an	 acre	 depending	 on	 terrain.	 From	
Leaburg	Dam	to	Cedar	Flat,	Deerhorn	
Road	 as	 well.	 ALSO	 WELDING	 –	
Need	something	welded?	weekends,	
emergencies?	Call	Ron	541-915-9131	
BRSM23-30

THE WALL DOCTOR
Got	a	hole	in	your	wall?	Give	me	a	

call!	Serving	the	McKenzie	River	area.	
541-735-2317.	p-s15-n3

Natures	 Friend	 Beautifying	 Co.	
Property/rental	 cleanup,	 restoration,	
tree	work,	blackberry	&	ivy	destruction,	
pressure	 washing,	 Int/ext.	 painting,	
furniture	 refurbishing.	Free	appliance	
removal.	 Call	 Scottish	 541-913-8477.	
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Have	 splitter,	 will	 travel.	 Split	 logs	
at	your	place	or	the	woods.	541-520-
1394.	Mike.	SFB	ruc
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Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing

Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com

centurytrees@yahoo.com

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott	Woods	

Owner

CCB#183064

January Birthdays
January 1st: William 

Alexander, Norma Allensworth, 
Jeff Campbell, John Campbell, 
Judy Campbell, Diane 
Chase, Robert Chase, Harry 
Degelmann, Eleanora Emmons, 
Richard Holmes, Nell Hughes, 
Barbara Hunter, Carol Jones, 
Denise Kaufmann, Kelly Keller, 
Margaret Kintigh, Ruth Koozer, 
Tommy Lee, Allen Luke, Joy 
Mathews, Alan Mayer, Francis 
McMahan, Donna Partridge, 
George Partridge, Peggy 
Partridge, Frederick Pippin, 
Karl Radeleff, Jewell Richards, 
Claude Richardson, Brandon 
Rinehart, Tyler Schmunk, Sean 
Smith, Willis Smith, Cynthia 
Ward Sobkowiak, Danny 
Utter. 2nd: Robert Chase, Joe 
Collins, Barry Fallon, Gwyneth 
Hamaker, Cole Hansen, 
Mike Hoshaw, Jerrald James, 
Tonia Johnson, George Neal, 
Katherine Sallee, Charle Sartz, 
Julie Watts. 3rd: Carol Black, 
Angela Broom, Adrienne 
Crowe, Bill Hill, Howard 
Jewett, Pat Shama, Katie 
Sullivan. 4th: Harold Chase, 
Diane Hallstrom, Joanne Henry, 
Ray Hoffman, Darin Stewart, 
Marline Vanwyck, Marjorie 
Wilcoxen. 5th: Nancy Bish, 
Lewis Bowers, Kelly Frasure, 
William Howes-McKenzie, 
Penny Lannoye, Adrienne 
Launer, James Lusk, Beverly 
Lynch, Teresa Miltonberger, 
Robert Spangler, Robert 
Spencer, Lane Stubblefield, 
Daniel DeLay, Bret Svoboda. 
6th: Willard Berg, Edward 
Boardrow, Raymond Schmidt, 
Shirley Eason, James Forcum, 
Barbara Fox, Emily Gourley, 
Toni Hight, Carol Hooker, 
Stormy Joy, Montana Long, 
Barry Lopez, Barbara Luton, 
Clifford Philes, John Spreull, 
Joni Stovall, Joyce Strassberg. 
7th: Galen Anderson, Albert 
Gamache, Donald Frisbie, 
Beverly Yarbrough, Russ 
Carpenter, Judith Simons, 
Robert Collins, Craig 
Hofmaster, Linda Collins, 
Mary Piazza, Debra Barker, 
William Whitlock, Christopher 
Sobkowiak, James Alexander, 
Theresa Castor, Howard 
Patton, Erik Lindamood. 
8th: Eleanor Yaggy, Maile 
Nelson, Sharon Albee, Daniel 
Frommherz, Vicki Ellison, 
Cynthia Mcelhinny, Jil Curtis, 
Yolonda Palahniuk, Donald 
Clocksin, Kari Ward, Jennifer 
Nawalaniec, Nicholas Smith. 
9th: Wendy Seal Brown, Rhonda 
Hinds, Claire Bussanich, Betty 
Griffith, Milton Osborne, Pete 
Cropper, Donald Gresser, Jeff 
Dehne, Lindsay Fountain, 
Bill Casto, Dede McCluskey, 
Cynthia Yost, Kirby Miner, 
Tony Kwong. 10th: Joyce Fry, 
Carolyn Mehaffy, Richard 
Metzler, Iva Gouge, Artemio 
Paz, Henry Kerns, Claudia 
Eastburn, Karen Harbour, 
Claudia Srok, Laura Leiman, 
Kathy Dancer, Truda Oberle, 
Jeremy Rae, Alice Rasmussen, 
Lynn McSperett. 11th: Brian 
Campbell, Rhonda Lutje, 
Bettye Meeker, Charles 
Thompson, Vergean Wier, 
James Black, Howard Allen, 
Joyce Ohnson, Janice Dresser, 
Hugh Hughes, Gila Fox, Joseph 
Schumacher, Molly Schultz. 
12th: James Palmer, Marven 

Hart, Louise Shaw, Daisianna 
Stanley, Karen Fountain, 
Lorraine Schrack, Patrick 
Dickson, Ellen Currier, Patti 
Massingham, Jeffrey Apland, 
Sandy Mutchler, Camille 
Mathews, James Nuttall, Kellie 
Clocksin, Richard Bailey, 
James Fouts, Daniel Currier. 
13th: Shirley Rhoads, Vicki 
Eddy, Linda Martin, Richard 
Johnson, Rebecca Carlisle, 
Carol Ach, Gordon Royer, Lori 
Woods, Alvin Mersing, Cindy 
Smith. 14th: Murray Nadeau, 
Brenda Carpenter, Eugene 
Jones, Steven Lloyd, Marjorie 
Brooks, Sheri Smith, Michael 
Letsom, Gary Blanquie, 
Douglas Osborne. 15th: 
Preston Richardson, Lorena 
Reid, Luella Denton, Norma 
Kindseth, Ronald Broadwell, 
Yvonne Mooney, Deanna 
Sabbato, Linda Jonas, Randy 
Smith, James Stump, Sally 
Huling, Donna Mittleider, 
Bob Horan, Richard Iwasevic, 
George Wierichs, Kenji Jones, 
River Jensen. 16th: Todd Krost, 
Olive Anderson, Frances Burns, 
Modesta Pemberton, Madeline 
Ortega, Gary Hampton, Daniel 
Connors, Dennis Coduti, 
Jerome Demarco, Julie Udy, 
Marty Martindale, Mark 
Oyervides, Roseanne Federico, 
Michael Suber. 17th: Jacob 
Preslee Norlund, Katherine 
Ball, Grace Ybarra, Jeff 
Campbell, James Leo Mooney, 
Mary Donoho, Ennis Nestle, 
Erma Muse, Susan Kimpton, 
Mary Barkelew, Philip 
Mahone, Terry McKune, Hoyt 
Crawford, Ronald Randall, 
Kenneth Lisenby, Dennis 
Wiley, Jerry Tanton, Michael 
Schaefers, Debbie Lloyd, Ruth 
Rini, Nicholas Hake-Jordan. 
18th: Merle Heninger, Patty 
Schluckebier, John Stenger, 
Leroy Pruitt, Sandy Brown, 
Susan McCumsey, Kathy 
Cooper, Donna Barrett, Penny 
Greig, Patrick Smith, Lindsay 
Reaves, Ron Ottosen, Michaeld 
Avenport, Andrew Petersen, 
Tiffany Janz, Riley Galt. 19th: 
David Fountain, **Wendell 
Austin, Gloria Geiger, Tearance 
Holte, Kenneth Mart, Linda 
Fisher, Max Martinez, Wanda 
Keller, John Cook, Tracey 
Miner, Scot Johnson, Marie 
Michel, Elizabeth Miller, 
Hanna Sturdevant. 20th: Rena 
Ellingson, George Letchworth, 
Ernie Brouillette, Jennifer 
LoVette, Dawn Mendoza, 
Randy Harbick, Walter 
Patterson, Richard Ward, Paula 
Herrick, Carolyn Beardsley, 
Beverly Henrich, Janette 
Dahne, Lorena Forsman, 
Jerry Whiting, Diane Remior, 
Tim Wright, Peter Martin, 
Cynthia Dinwiddie. 21st: 
Rose Elia, Beatrice Tannich, 
Barbara Hayden, Andrew 
Hoskot, Garland Campbell, 
William McGriff, Gloria 
Gardner, Richard Putnam, 
Julie Moore, Terry Cummings, 
Debra Weaver, Rebecca Rupe, 
Rossana Baker, Franklin Price. 
22nd: Aaron Norlund, Carolyn 
Bourland, Glenda Loghry, 
Judith Cheshire, Marlene 
Swetland, Christopher Pinto. 
23rd: Bob Gardner, Vickie 
Buck, Fernando Serra, James 
Sims, Deane Meyer, Kenneth 
Hunter, Elizabeth Kelly, Lance 
Crandall, Tracy Hornback. 24th: 
Maria Brigham, Jen Miller, 
Clovis Wilcoxen, Dorothy 
Schaumburg, Eunice Simpkins, 
Vivian Newbill, Sanford 
Anderson, Barbara Henderson, 

Lloyd Scroggins, Jason Ravlin, 
Roxanne Crabtree, Michelle 
Dunar, Ray Krass. 25th: Louise 
Engelman, Vic Witcher, Willis 
Obenshain, Pam McCorkle, 
Earl Jennett, Rosamond 
Jaqua, Anton Weber, Gloria 
Dowdy, Randy Yost, Beverly 
Hadden-fry, Deb Bean, Marty 
Tadlock, Ron Cox, Heather 
Enlund, Shawna McClure, 
William Letsom. 26th: Fred 
Dymock, Shirley Constantine, 
Trenda LoVette, Jim Quandt, 
Becky Dunbar, Wally Burnard, 
Edward Staat, Janet Scofield, 
Joan Fletcher, Jean Hillstrom, 
Freddy Mock, Gerald Tobin, 
Lynne Palmer, Rosalind Leve, 
Gary Merly, Tom Wilson, Don 
Archey, Joan Parker, Carolyn 
Reynolds, Cary Dawson, Mary 
Murphy, Mark Schneider, Jay 
Cope, Hubert Brown, Wendy 
Whitson, Norma Feehan, Roni 
Mitchell, Helen Federico, 
Matthew Sutten, Brian Smith, 
Greg Taylor, Faden Kress. 
27th: Mary Ellen Harring, 
Kallee Eck, Betty Hoskot, 
Susanne Rear-Hunter, Leslie 
Blum, Pamela Kalaba, Walter 
Kuntz, Dalene Schmidt, Ed 
Hill, Mary Wheeler. 28th: Leisa 
Blean, Patricia Lawton, Peggy 
Rice, Melanie Pierce, Kathryn 
Edwards, Hugh Evonuk, James 
Coumes, Suzanne Morgan, 
Carrie Work, Laurel Nelson. 
29th: Scott Omlid, Kathy 
Mendoza-Hazelton, Roy 
Burdge, Katharine Anderson, 
Robert Wright, Jennifer Klein, 
Gene Hiatt, Donald Watson, 
Cheryl Paslay, Marla Konish, 
Ann Rowning, Claudia Linn, 
Nancy Wood, Carolyn Rust, 
Bob Berry, Dustin Landreth. 
30th: Winifred Parker, Dorothy 
Lloyd, Delbert Schaumburg, 
Audre Keller, Wanda Lillegren, 
Thomas Thompson, William 
Smith, Linda Spicer, Bruce 
Yokum, Wanda Murkley, 
Daniel Stokes, Roy Minton. 
31st: Boby Smallwood, Dana 
Burwell, Dan Brooks, Stacey 
Mercer, Wanda Spalding, 
Nancy Thompson, Gloria 
Tinker, Edward Monaco, 
Thomas Coleman, Mary 
Breckel, Stephen Billings, 
Summer McDonald, Sarah 
Hamby, Andrew Griesel, Jamie 
Stone.

Wedding Anniversaries
Jan. 5th: Mr. & Mrs. Walter 

Henderson, Jan. 6th: Geoff & 
Lisa Blumhagen, 23rd: Claire & 
Wayne Hildebrand of Nimrod, 
29th.

NOTICE: Send in the 
birthdays and other significant 
life occurrences of your friends 
and family to Reflections and 
we will print them free of 
charge in “The Neighborhood.” 
Send to Reflections, 59059 Old 
McKenzie Hwy., McKenzie 
Bridge, OR 97413.

“Boys,” said our tall cowboy, 
Steve, “I’ve got a real problem 
coming up and I’m not sure how 
to cope with it.”

The rest of us in the world 
dilemma think tank, meeting 
here each morning as long as the 
Farmers Brothers coffee doesn’t 
run out, turned toward our friend. 
We’re nothing if not a helpful 
bunch. We put our cups down … 
even Dud, who was still on his first 
cup.

Doc said, “Maybe we can help a 
bit, Steve. Tell us about it.”

“Well, Doc, it’s these dang New 
Years Resolutions. Time’s almost 
here, and I don’t even have one … 
not even one.”

“Why not?” asked Dud.
Steve grinned, picked up his 

coffee mug and raised it in a toast 
to others at the philosophy counter 
of the Mule Barn truck stop.

“Well,” he said, “since I’m dang 
near already perfect, it makes it 
kinda hard to find something that 
needs improvement.”

“We can see,” said Herb, “where 
that would weigh on a guy’s mind 
all right.”

By Slim Randles

“Now Steve, when you 
say ‘perfect’ you’re speaking 
hypothetically, right?”

Dud leaned over and whispered 
to Bert. “I thought a hypothetical 
was what Doc gives us shots 
with.”

“Hypothetically? Bull drool!” 
Steve said. “Check this out. 
Muscles. Brain. Ability to drive 
a pickup truck. Able to level a 
horse’s hoof with a rasp and a 
prayer. Hey, I stand before you 
a genuine American cowboy, the 
very pinnacle of human evolution. 
Thank you very much for the 
thunderous applause you were 
just now thinking of giving me. 
I’ll go to the head of the class.”

“I may have one solution to 
your dilemma, Steve.“

“What’s that, Doc?”
“Oh … just maybe you could 

work on that modesty just a bit 
next year.”

---------
Brought to you by A 

Cowboy’s Guide to Growing 
Up Right. Look it over at www.
riorandebooks.com. Avuncular 
tips from a guy who made lots 
of mistakes.

Quote of the Week
“There is nothing permanent 

except change.” 
Heraclitus

Naomi Shihab Nye lives in 
San Antonio, Texas. Here she 
perfectly captures a moment in 
childhood that nearly all of us may 
remember: being too small for the 
games the big kids were playing, 
and fastening tightly upon some 
little thing of our own.

Editor’s Note: This column (30) 
is a reprint from the American 
Life in Poetry archive as we bid 
farewell to Ted Kooser, and work 
to finalize the new website and 
forthcoming columns curated by 
Kwame Dawes.

Boy and Egg
Every few minutes, he wants
to march the trail of flattened rye 
grass
back to the house of muttering
hens. He too could make
a bed in hay. Yesterday the egg so 
fresh
it felt hot in his hand and he 
pressed it
to his ear while the other children
laughed and ran with a ball, leaving 
him,

American Life
in Poetry

so little yet, too forgetful in 
games,
ready to cry if the ball brushed 
him,
riveted to the secret of birds
caught up inside his fist,
not ready to give it over
to the refrigerator
or the rest of the day.

We do not accept unsolicited 
manuscripts. American Life 
in Poetry is made possible by 
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher 
of Poetry magazine. It is also 
supported by the Department 
of English at the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln. Reprinted 
from Fuel, published by BOA 
Editions by permission of the 
author. Copyright © 1998 by 
Naomi Shihab Nye. Introduction 
copyright @2021 by The Poetry 
Foundation. The introduction’s 
author, Ted Kooser, served as 
United States Poet Laureate 
Consultant in Poetry to the Library 
of Congress from 2004-2006.

WE’RE  HERE  TO  HELP

R. H. Builder
General	Contractor

541-554-7630CCB#	203705


