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“During Prohibition, the Oregon Outback 
became the principal (source) of bootleg whiskey 
on the West Coast.”

Old Kitchen Woodenware
The wooden bowls of early America were of great 

variety, ranging from small salt dishes to round and 
oval bowls for preparing and even serving bowls
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A Heartbeat Restored, New Standard Set at McKenzie
FINN ROCK: The McKenzie 

River Community School has been 
officially recognized as a HEART-
Safe School, becoming just the fourth 
in Oregon to receive the designation 
for its cardiac emergency prepared-
ness.

The certification was formally 
awarded during a ceremony held on 
March 19, attended by representa-
tives from HEARTSafe Springfield/
Eugene, the Upper McKenzie Rural 
Fire Protection District, and local fire 
personnel, along with school staff 
and administrators.

The HEARTSafe designation, 
part of the Project ADAM initiative 
(Automatic Defribrilators in Adam’s 

Dr. Fran Munkenbeck, Megan from HEARTSafe Springfield/
Eugene, school superintendent Lane Tompkins, UMRFPD 
Chief Joel Zeni, Liz Muzzey, and Jenn Wickizer, UMRFPD.

Clean Water Goals Collide With Legal Concerns at EWEB Meeting
EUGENE: The Eugene Water & Electric Board spent hours listen-

ing to public testimony at its March 3 meeting. After each commission-
er commented on a controversial ballot measure, they voted unanimously 
to oppose the proposed Watershed Bill of Rights.

The meeting was dominated by discussions of Ballot Measure 20-373, 
which would establish legal rights for local watersheds. Nine community 
members testified in support of the measure, urging stronger environmen-
tal protections and greater accountability for polluters.

Supporters argued the measure would provide long-term safeguards for 
water resources and help address emerging concerns such as industrial wa-
ter use and corporate pollution. Critics of the proposal, including EWEB 
commissioners, raised concerns about the measure’s broad language and 
its potential for costly litigation that could impact both utility operations 
and ratepayers.

Doug Meyers, a Bethel neighborhood resident, phoned in to criticize 
EWEB’s proposed opposition, saying the utility had “failed spectacularly 
to communicate with me” to explain how its position would protect wa-
tersheds. 

Others, including Rob Dickinson, argued EWEB had not provided spe-
cific examples of projects that would be negatively affected, despite re-

Upriver school becomes fourth in Oregon to achieve HEARTSafe certification
Memory), recognizes schools that 
demonstrate comprehensive readi-
ness to respond to sudden cardiac 
arrest — a condition that can strike 
without warning and requires im-
mediate action to save lives.

To earn the certification, 
McKenzie established a formal 
Cardiac Emergency Response Plan, 
trained a dedicated team in CPR 
and automated external defibrillator 
(AED) use, ensured AEDs are both 
accessible and maintained across 
campus,, and conducted emergency 
drills to prepare staff for a real-life 
response.

School officials said the recog-
Heartbeat Restored - Page 9

Rob Dickinson, of the Protect Lane Watersheds Steering 
Committee, was among people calling for stronger environ-
mental protections.

peated requests. He wondered about how the measure might 
impact the utility’s plans to remove the Leaburg Dam/

Utility’s Board says watershed proposal was too broad and risky

Clean Water Goals - Page 12

McKenzie Schools

Seeing Better Together: Local Clinic Hosts One-Day Eye Care Event
BLUE RIVER: Upon their arrival on Sunday, McKenzie 

River folk had a rare opportunity to access specialized eye care 
close to home. Making an impact were two state-of-the-art mobile 
eye buses brought by the OHSU Casey Eye Institute in partner 
with Orchid Health’s McKenzie River Clinic.

“This was a wonderfully organized event and the care the 
doctors and clinicians provided was excellent!” was Blue River 
resident’s Kathy Keable’s reaction.  “Not only were they here 
on Spring Break but they also used the opportunity for hands-on 
training for students.  AND it was free for participants!”

The visit, billed as a “Community Vision Clinic,” offered com-
prehensive no cost screenings. Part of the Casey Eye Institute’s 
Community Outreach Program, it was staffed by volunteer eye 
doctors, students and community members. Funding for the one-
day clinic came from generous donors.

Attendees were guided through four screening stations, with 
the full process taking up to two-and-a-half hours. The screenings 
— valued at approximately $650 — were free, and patients took 
their results home at the end of their visit.

The step-by-step process began with check-in, where patients 
were screened for respiratory symptoms and completed basic 
health forms. From there, they moved through several diagnostic 
stations, including measurements to determine eyeglass prescrip-
tions, distance and near vision tests, and more detailed refraction 

Community Partnership Delivered Free Vision Care in Blue River
exams to assess overall eye functions.

Patients then received a detailed eye review by a doctor, who 
examined retinas, optic nerves and blood vessels before provid-
ing a summary of findings. At checkout, staff from Orchid Health 
McKenzie River helped coordinate follow-up care and provided in-
formation about obtaining free prescription glasses.

The mobile clinic is a cornerstone of the Casey Eye Institute’s 

Two large mobile exam units were only part of the vision clinic’s pres-
ence in Blue River last weekend.

The Oregon Association of Rowers 
(OAR) will host a Collegiate Regatta at 
the Lowell State Recreation Site & Marina 
on March 28 at 9 am. 

And, each year in April for more than 
a quarter century, OAR, along with help 
from the South Eugene Rowing Club and 
the University of Oregon Crew Team, 
will again host the Covered Bridge 
Regatta, also on Dexter Lake. This regatta 
covers two weekends; the first a one-day 
Collegiate event and the second a two-day 
Masters and Juniors event. As one of the 

The April 7 Locals Helping Locals coffee 
(10 am at the Obsidian Grill in McKenzie 
Bridge) will have a special guest presenter 
- Brendan J. Irsfeld, Emergency Coordina-
tor with the Lane County Office of Emer-
gency Management.

Brendan has been facilitating a series of 
regional Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan update work sessions in four regions 
of Lane county - including the McKenzie 
River Valley.  He’ll be giving an overview 
of the CWPP update work being done 
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Market for the Strange will present its 
presents Gear Gala from 11 am to 6 pm on 
April 4 at the Lane Events Center: Exhibit 
Hall 796 W. 13th Ave. in Eugene.

Tinkerers promise to display glorious 
gizmos, clever constructions, and beautiful 
brass during a steampunk themed oddities 
market. People are invited to stroll through 
a collection of more than 50 local creators, 
and find out what makes them tick. Find 
new art and decor, grab a snack and pick out 
a new tattoo as the popular market travels to 

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/news/clean-water-goals-collide-with-legal-concerns-at-eweb-meeting/9124.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/news/a-heartbeat-restored-new-standard-set-at-mckenzie/9125.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/news/seeing-better-together-local-clinic-hosts-one-day-eye-care-event/9126.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/news/rowers-regatta/9127.html


WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Releases
3/17	 72	 39	 0	 1,027 cfs
3/18	 77	 38	 0	 1,046 cfs
3/19	 77	 40	 0	 999 cfs
3/20	 72	 42	 0	 1,027 cfs
3/21	 60	 46	 0.17	 1,008 cfs
3/22	 64	 33	 0	 990 cfs
3/23	 55	 37	 0	 545 cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
3/17	 76	 41	 0	 6,250 cfs
3/18	 75	 40	 0	 5,900 cfs
3/19	 77	 41	 0	 5,150 cfs
3/20	 79	 42	 0	 4,850 cfs
3/21	 72	 42	 0.10	 4,680 cfs
3/22	 59	 34	 0	 4,340 cfs
3/23	 59	 48	 0	 3,790 cfs
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McKenzie Valley
Partly Cloudy 

5% chance precip
High: 71 Low: 39

McKenzie Valley
AM Clouds

20% chance precip
High: 72 Low: 43

Santiam Pass
Mostly Cloudy

5% chance precip
High: 62 Low: 36

McKenzie Valley
Mostly Cloudy

10% chance precip
High: 70 Low: 43

Santiam Pass
Partly Cloudy

10% chance precip
High: 61 Low: 35  

Friday 3/27 Saturday 3/28 Sunday 3/29

Santiam Pass
Partly Cloudy

5% chance precip
High: 56 Low: 31
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Republican field for
Oregon governor is 

evolving — somewhat
By Randy Stapilus

Last August, I wrote of the 
upcoming contest for the Repub-
lican nomination for governor that 
legislator Christine Drazan, the 
party’s 2022 nominee, started in 
the preeminent position and that 
“any discussion of major contend-
ers for the 2026 Republican nomi-
nation for governor has to start 
with her.”

In the last couple of months the 
field has changed, to the point that 
another legislator who last sum-
mer wasn’t even on the radar ap-
pears to be claiming front-runner 
status. 

As of the end of candidate fil-
ing, 15 Republicans have filed for 
governor. It’s an echo of the even 
larger crowd of 19 four years ago. 
When I wrote, “The race has no 
obvious frontrunner, only a few 
names familiar to people who fol-
low Oregon politics, and no state-
wide election winners and or in-
cumbent officeholders above the 
county level.”

This year, most have no state-
wide visibility or organization or 
financing, and almost certainly 
will generate few votes. But sev-
eral of them do, which gives the 
race more structure at least.

And in one case, an unexpected 
— to put it one way — survey re-
sult.

Rep. Ed Diehl of Scio on March 
15 released a poll (which he said 
was conducted independently, not 
by his campaign) that showed him 
with 66.4% of the vote among 
the 10 Republican candidates for 
governor. The poll is credited to 
Predict Oregon, and it was said to 
have surveyed 1,022 Oregon Re-
publicans from March 3 to 8.

It’s not a traditional poll, by any 
means. While traditional pollsters 
call or text to gather a statistically 
representative sample of the elec-
torate, Predict Oregon instead so-
licited responses online.

David Medina, a social media 
influencer from Tualatin who has 
never won office, was said to have 
come in a distant second (8.7%), 
with Drazan (7.7%) and 2010 
GOP governor nominee Chris 
Dudley fourth (7.6%).

Diehl’s campaign statement said 
“Voters want bold action on the 
economy, public safety, homeless-
ness, and affordability, and this 
poll shows I’m the clear choice to 
deliver it.”

Diehl does have one claim to 
some statewide fame, as an orga-
nizer (as head of the Oregon Free-
dom Coalition) behind the refer-
endum measure which recently 
pulled 250,000 petition signatures 
toward overturning last year’s 
state law increasing transportation 
taxes and fees.

Initiative and referendum ac-
tions can bring statewide organi-
zational support, but it’s no guar-
antee of ballot success. While he 
did lead the referendum effort, 

many of its supporters also plausi-
bly could support one of the other 
Republican contenders who also 
have opposed the transportation 
finance plan.  

Ask Bill Sizemore, a true vet-
eran of the initiative process who 
lost a governor race in a landslide 
in 1998, and finished fourth in 
2010 and eighth in the 2022 in 
those Republican gubernatorial 
primaries. 

Apart from that, Diehl is a two-
term state representative who 
until recently had little statewide 
visibility. 

The two former governor Re-
publican nominees currently in 
the race, Dudley and Drazan, 
hardly look like pushovers in the 
primary. 

Dudley can point to at least two 
good data points. First, since the 
Democrats started their current 
string of gubernatorial races in 
1986, no Republican has come 
closer to winning (in 2010) than 
Dudley, when he got within a per-
cent and a half of Democrat John 
Kitzhaber. Second, he already 
has significant money, roughly 
matching the longer-running Dra-
zan, and including a million dol-
lars from Nike co-founder Phil 
Knight. 

Still, Dudley hasn’t been very 
visible in Oregon since his last 
run for governor 16 years ago, 
his fame-making days with the 
Trail Blazers are far in the rear 
view mirror, and questions about 
how grounded in Oregon he is are 
likely to develop. In 2010 he de-
clared his residence was in Cam-
as, Wash., apparently to cut pay-
ment of Oregon taxes. After his 
close loss for governor in 2010, he 
moved to California (in 2012) and 
stayed there until 2020. He reports 
he now lives in Sisters. 

Too, there’s always the pos-
sibility someone else in the pack 
could break out, as to some de-
gree Drazan did in 2024. Marion 
County Commissioner Danielle 
Bethell is strongly rooted in the 
Keizer-Salem area, with a base to 
build from as strong as some other 
contenders. 

Despite all that, the race at this 
point still looks most like Dra-
zan’s to lose. She came close to 
winning against the same (nearly 

certainly) Democratic nominee 
just four years ago. She has re-
mained politically active, is in of-
fice now (usually a plus) and her 
partisan network no doubt is alive 
and well. At most recent reports, 
she still had the largest treasury of 
any candidate. She also started her 
campaign relatively early, before 
most of the others, and that’s usu-
ally a significant advantage.

The Democratic side of the gov-
ernor primary is almost as crowd-
ed as the Republican, but it’s a 
different story; only incumbent 
governor Kotek has a statewide 
profile, organization or financing 
to credibly run a governor’s race. 
The only real question seems to be 
exactly how large a percentage of 
the vote she gets.

In what looks like a Democratic 
year in a Democratic-leaning state, 
the Republican nominee will have 
a serious challenge come Novem-
ber. But the last couple of months 
have made clear that the Republi-
can nomination will not be casu-
ally gotten either. 

Randy Stapilus has researched 
and written about Northwest poli-
tics and issues since 1976 for a 
long list of newspapers and other 
publications. A former newspaper 
reporter and editor, and more re-
cently an author and book pub-
lisher, he lives in Carlton.

oregoncapitalchronicle.com

top rowing venues in the country, 
the Covered Bridge Regatta now 
regularly draws over 40 teams 
hailing from Arizona to British 
Columbia to compete in the 8-lane 
fully-buoyed 2000-meter course.

There will be no shuttle for the 
Collegiate Covered Bridge Regat-
ta, and a free one between Lowell 
High School and the park in April 
starting at 5:30 a.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday, continuing as late as 
needed. (Or allow 10-15 minutes 
to walk). For more information: 
joinoar@gmail.com

county wide, and specifically re-
flections on the recent work ses-
sions here. 

A CWPP is a plan that commu-
nities create collaboratively with 
local and state fire protection and 
land management agencies. It also 
focuses on actions meant to re-
duce the risk of wildfires, enhance 
local ecosystem health, protect 
vital infrastructure, and increase 
the safety of residents and first re-
sponders in the event of a wildfire. 
For more info contact lanecounty-
em@lanecountyor.gov

Eugene for the first time this year.
Over 50 Vendors will be show-

casing: Oddities, Strange Art, 
Crafts, Bones, Tattoos, Jewelry & 
More

Admission: $5 (12 and under 
FREE when accompanied by an 
adult)

Market for the Strange was cre-

ated to make space for the grow-
ing alternative art scene around 
Salem, Oregon. A place where the 
unusual is welcome, where the 
odd ones fit in, and where visitors 
can walk away with a little bit of 
the unexpected.

Come meet our community of 
strange artists, creators, makers 
and performers. For more infor-
mation and tickets, visit market-
forthestrange.com

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/opinion/republican-field-for-oregon-governor-is-evolving-somewhat/9128.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
mailto:joinoar@gmail.com
mailto:lanecounty�em@lanecountyor.gov
mailto:lanecounty�em@lanecountyor.gov
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Emergency? Call 911 Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Click here:

It will talk to you!
Look for the Blue

Click on articles that begin with blue highlighted text -
it will take you to our Audio Reader

Call, you will get me -not an assis
tan

t

Move To A Place That Moves You

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

Lane County

March 9: 7:42 p.m: Animal 
Complaint - 54700 blk, Caddis 
Ln. Report of neighbor dogs 
coming on their property and 
killing chickens, chasing their 
children. Forwarded to Lane 
County Animal Services.

March 10: 10:30 a.m: Theft 
- 55500 blk, McK. River Dr. A 
dog was reported as stolen, but 
returned on its own the next day.

6:17 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 
- McK. View Dr. Unoccupied 
vehicle in the area. Nothing else 
suspicious noted.

March 11: 11:29 a.m: 
Disturbance, Dispute - 90300 blk, 
Hill Rd. Deputies responded to a 

verbal dispute. No crime.
9:30 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 

- Marcola Rd. A driver had a 
pedestrian flash a flashlight at them 
repetitively. A deputy patrolled 
but did not locate anyone.

March 12: 8:08 a.m: Welfare 
Check - 90500 blk, Lure Ln.

8:52 a.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
41700 blk, Madrone St.

12:21 p.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 39300 blk, Hileman Rd.

1:18 p.m: Alarm - 38300 blk, 
Wendling Rd.

3:07 p.m: Abandoned Vehicle - 
56300 blk, McK. Hwy.

6:31 p.m: Mental Subject - 
95400 blk, Marcola Rd.

7:41 p.m: Traffic Hazard – 
Deerhorn Rd.

March 14: 1:19 p.m: 
Suspicious Vehicle - McK. Hwy. 
A deputy contacted the driver of a 
vehicle in the area.

March 15: 7:42 a.m: Suspi-
cious Conditions - 38400 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Info on possible sto-
len vehicle located in Springfield.

March 16: 9:11 a.m: Theft - 
92000 blk, Marcola Rd. Commu-
nity self report regarding broken 
locks, stolen fuel.

11:25 a.m: Illegal Dump - An-
gels Flight Rd.

10:09 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
35200 blk, McK. View Dr.

March 17: 10:06 a.m: Assist, 
Follow Up - Vida area.

10:19 a.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
39500 blk, Howard Rd.

11:05 a.m: Found Property - 
91500 blk, Cougar Dam Rd.

6:33 p.m: Assist Public - 55400 
blk, McK. River Dr.

March 18: 11:50 a.m: Foot Pa-
trol – Blue River Dam.

2:09 p.m: Foot Patrol - 91500 
blk, Cougar Dam Rd.

4:55 p.m: Foot Patrol - 38400 
blk, Shotgun Creek Rd.

March 19: 11:26 a.m: Suspi-
cious Conditions - 38400 blk, 
Shotgun Creek Rd. Report of a 
theft, was determined to be a mis-
communication by employees.

11:38 a.m: Violation of Restrain-
ing Order - 7900 blk, Thurston 
Rd.

1:12 p.m: Hit & Run - 90300 
blk, Sunderman Rd.

1:38 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 8400 blk, McK. Hwy.

2:04 p.m: Location of Stolen 
Property - 8400 blk, McK. Hwy.

11:19 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 

- 36400 blk, Camp Creek Rd. Un-
occupied vehicle in the area. No 
one located.

March 20: 9:47 a.m: Motor 
Vehicle Accident, No Injury - 
36400 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

March 21: 1:00 a.m: Fight 
- 37100 blk, Parsons Creek Rd. 
Deputies responded to a physical 
dispute at a residence where peo-
ple had been drinking. No inju-
ries, parties separated.

10:17 a.m: Incomplete 911 Call 
- 56300 blk, Delta Dr.

11:35 a.m: Assist, Follow Up 
– Vida area.

4:01 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call 
- 45400 blk, Goodpasture Rd.

6:07 p.m: Speeding Motorcycle 
- Madrone St.

7:20 p.m: Attempt To Locate 
Drunk Driver - Marcola Rd.

8:28 p.m: Welfare Check - 8600 

March 22: 00:44: Medical - 
50000 block, McK. Hwy. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

March 23: 09:29: Medical 
– 91000 blk, Mill Creek Rd. Gen-
der unknown, Not Conscious, 
Not Breathing.

The Upper McK. Fire Dis-
trict’s board of directors will 
hold its monthly meeting at 7 
p.m. on Monday, April 20th, at 
the Blue River Fire Station 2, 
51730 Echo St. in Blue River.

March 17: 14:32: 87400 
blk, Cedar Flat Rd. Brush Fire. 
Extinguished Prior to Arrival.

16:43: 42800 blk,  McK. Hwy. 
Public Assist. Assisted Individual.

21:04: 39000 blk, Hendricks 
Park Rd. Medical, General. False 
Alarm.

March 19: 15:11: 49200 blk, 
McK. Hwy Public Assist. Lift 
Assist Only.

19:14: 87100 blk, Cedar Flat 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal Obtained.

March 20: 8:05: 37700 blk, 
MJ Chase Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

9:26: 36400 blk, Camp Creek 

Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

11:00: 7000 blk, Thurston Rd. 
Medical, General. Disregarded 
En Route By Eugene Springfield 
Fire.

March 21: 5:41: 36400 blk, 
Camp Creek Rd. Public Assist 
Lift Assist Only.

8:35: 43700 blk,  McK. 
Hwy. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

9:40: 39300 blk, Jameson Creek 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

20:02: 88700 blk, Latta Ln. 
Illegal Burn Assist Homeowner 
with Extinguishment.

March 22: 0:45: 50000 blk,  
McK. Hwy. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

4:35: 36400 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

13:31: 36700 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. Medical, Trauma. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

McK. Fire & Rescue will 
hold its monthly Board of 
Directors meeting on Monday, 
Monday, April 20th, at noon, in 
the Leaburg Training Center, 
42870 McK. Hwy. The district 
maintains Facebook, Twitter, 
and web pages. If you have a 
question or concern about any 
Fire District business, give Chief 
Bucich a call @ 541-896-3311. If 
he is unavailable, please leave 
a message and he will respond 
ASAP.

Continued On Page 9
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By Slim Randles

 ‘Oregon’s Outback’ a real moonshiner’s paradise

Moonshiner’s paradise  - Page 10

Three ways you can
help your local
newspaper

Go to tinyurl.com/25ahf3jx and click the “Donate” link for an online contribution. 
Or mail a check to OPIP/McKenzie River Reflections Civic Journalism
P.O. Box 727, McMinnville, OR 97128

Subscribe, Donate, Advertise

Your donation will exclusively fund the “Civic Journalism” work of McKenzie River 
Reflections - reporting on local government agencies, elections, health and public 
safety, policy impacts, and updates on community-led responses. 
The Civic Journalism mission of McKenzie River Reflections is approved, spon-
sored, and monitored by the Oregon Public Information Partnership, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization created for people to make tax deductible contributions to 
independent Oregon community newspapers.

Quote of the Week

Hot Espresso
10, 12 or 16 oz.

Iced Espresso
12, 16 or 24 oz.

Extra Espresso Shot, Syrup, or Alternative Milk
Ask us about our Breakfast Menu items

458-209-0542
Open from 7 am - 12:39 pm, Sun - Tues & Thurs - Sat  *Closed Wed*

By Finn J.D. John
In the pre-dawn hours of 

Monday, March 8, 1926, a 
massive explosion suddenly 
shattered the stillness of a 
quiet residential street in Bend. 
Windows shattered. Residents 
leaped out of bed.

Dawn soon broke on a chaotic 
scene. An apartment house had 
been torn apart, and half of it lay 
in ruins. No one was killed, but in 
the heavily-damaged house next 
door, a neighbor had been injured 
by being buried under debris as 
she slept.

Investigators soon figured out 
what had happened: Someone had 
tucked a big charge of dynamite 
under the apartment-house porch. 
And a motive for the crime 
wasn’t long in presenting itself 
— the targeted apartment building 
was occupied by two Oregon 
Prohibition Commission officers, 
A.F. “Buck” Mariott and C.C. 
McBride.

McBride had been involved in a 
shooting the previous month, and 
had killed a bootlegger named 
Vale Taylor, up in Crook County 
near Prineville. Taylor’s associates 
now apparently wanted revenge.

A reward of $750 was offered 
for the dynamiters, but the episode 
has remained a mystery to this 

day.
Oregon under Prohibition

Thanks to Oregon governor 
Oswald West, the state of Oregon 
had an unfair advantage when 
the Volstead Act went into effect, 
officially launching Prohibition.

You see, Oregon had already 
implemented something that you 

could think of as “Prohibition 
Lite,” years before, in 1916.

So when Prohibition became 
the law of the land, Oregon’s 
illicit liquor industry was already 
up and running. The speakeasies, 
the smuggling routes, the hidden-
away stills — all of it was ready to 
go. For Oregon bootleggers, after 
1919 the stakes were higher if you 
got caught — but otherwise, it 
was business as usual.

There were a few ways of getting 
liquor into the state; folks who 
wanted to drink something with 
a recognizable label, something 
perhaps that had been aged in 
small oak casks or otherwise 
rendered tolerable, did business 
with the Canadians, who slipped 
bottles of rum and Scotch ashore 
under cover of darkness on board 
sailing ships.

But for those who weren’t quite 
so picky, Oregon was awash in 
white lightning. And in the late 
1920s, when a speakeasy patron 
raised a glass of that rough-and-
ready bathtub booze, he or she 
was probably looking at a product 
of Central or Eastern Oregon.

“The Outback”:
Oregon’s liquor cabinet

“During Prohibition, the Oregon 

Outback became the principal 
(source) of bootleg whiskey on the 
West Coast,” Prineville historian 
David Braly writes. “At a certain 
late hour of the night, the sky 
around Prineville would suddenly 
light up because of hundreds 
of stills being fired at the same 
time.”

Given the size of the sky around 
Prineville, Braly must have 
intended this remark to be taken 
figuratively rather than literally. 
But the fact is, Eastern Oregon 
is large, lonely and quiet. In the 
1920s, it was also full of high-
desert dry-land homesteaders 
who were hanging on by their 
fingernails, trying to eke a living 
out of 320 acres of land that 
barely had enough forage for a 
cow or two. For any of these folks 
lucky enough to have a creek on 
the claim, Prohibition came just in 
time. A two-dollar investment in 
sugar and yeast could pay the bills 
for a couple months.

Local sheriffs and their deputies 
tried to enforce the law, because 
that’s what good cops do. The 
problem was, Eastern Oregon 
was one of those places in which 
most folks knew the sheriff. You 
couldn’t exactly go undercover. 
And since everybody knew 
everybody, when a couple state 
revenue agents came into the area, 
the word traveled faster than they 
could.

Some Eastern Oregon boot-
leggers did get caught, of course. 
Braly recounts one case in which 
state revenue officers busted a 
group of men working a still on 
the Metolius River. Before hauling 
them off to jail, the revenuers had 
to help the bootleggers round up 
their sheep.

Plenty of stills got found and 
destroyed during Prohibition. But 
plenty more remained, faithfully 
pumping out liquor, until 1933 
when the 21st Amendment 
repealed Prohibition and made 
them unnecessary. Hundreds of 
them were simply abandoned in 
knocked-up shacks deep in the 
canyons and juniper thickets; 
from time to time, someone still 
stumbles across one.

(A quick side note about 
Prohibition Officer McBride: As 
a prohibition officer, this fellow 
was clearly either uncommonly 

Brian Stansberry
A mountain moonshine still on display at the McCreary County Museum 
in Stearns, Kentucky. The working parts of this still — boiler pot, arm and 
thump keg — are real working components seized from a moonshiner 
by the McCreary County Sheriff’s Department. The sign on the barrel is a 
recipe for moonshine.

Portland Morning Oregonian
A photo of Oregon Prohibition officer A.F. Mariott and his wife inset into an 
image of the aftermath of the dynamite explosion that was intended to kill 
them, published in the March 10, 1926, edition of the Portland Oregonian. 
The damaged house on the right is the one in which a neighbor was 
injured by being buried under rubble. The Mariotts were both unhurt.

Spring mornings are a lot like 
Christmas. Each day we get up 
and go out into the yard or walk 
along the creek or visit the horses 
in the pasture. And each day, each 
morning, we find something new 
the sun has brought us.

Pinfeather leaves of an 
unbelievable green now start 
showing on cottonwoods that have 
stood like stark ghostly frames all 
through the cold winter. Hopeful 
blades of grass peek through 
clumps of brown left over from 
last summer’s verdant pasture. 
Everywhere we look there is 
something new and different.

A lot of this Christmas-in-spring 
is kept just among us, because 
we might be accused of being ... 
well ... poetic if we told people 
why we were really carrying that 
coffee cup out into the yard. So 
we say lame things like “I think 
I’ll get some of that fresh air this 
morning.” What we really mean, 
of course, is “I want to see if 
Richardson’s bay mare has had 
that foal yet.”

Some of us have worked very 
hard last fall and winter to prepare 
for this spring. By grafting. OK, 
we have a Granny Smith apple 
tree. Let’s see if we can’t get 
a branch of Rome Beauties or 
Jonagolds to grow on it, too. 
And we understand completely 
that where we live no olive tree 
can survive the winter. That isn’t 
supposed to stop us from trying, 
is it?

Nature pitches us a boatload of 
challenges each day that we’re 
alive. This plant needs more water 
than falls naturally here. That tree 
can’t take the temperatures we 
get. This little tree needs soil with 
more organic matter in it.

And those challenges are the 
stuff winter dreams are made of. 
We do the best we can to cure the 
lack, the freeze, the drought, and 
then we wait for April. We wait 
impatiently until we can come out 
of the house some morning and 
check the grafts on the apple tree 
and see tiny green leaves coming 
on the grafted branch. We search 
the bare ground where we planted 
that new kind of seed that won’t 
grow here - to see if it’ll grow 
here.

It is a continuing feast of green, 
a triumph of anticipation. An 
April morning can make us want 
to sing.

------
Brought to you by “Dogsled, 

A True Tale of the North,” now 
available online as well as in 
hardcover.

“Superstition is foolish, childish, 
primitive and irrational — but how 
much does it cost you to knock on 
wood?”

Judith Viorst

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/history/oregons-outback-a-real-moonshiners-paradise/9134.html
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Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny

Plant onions early for bigger summer bulbs

By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

Get onions in the ground in 
spring and avoid heartbreak at 
harvest.

Plant as soon as soil is dry 
enough to work — March and 
April are prime — said Jim 
Myers, Baggett‑Frazier Endowed 
Chair of Vegetable Breeding 
and Genetics in the Department 
of Horticulture at Oregon State 
University.

Most onions grown in Oregon 
are long-day types. They make 
green tops until day length 
reaches about 14 hours, which 
triggers bulbing. Early planting 
lets plants size up before bulbing 
begins — and larger plants make 
larger bulbs.

“The size of the bulb is 
dependent on the size of the plant 

when bulbing begins,” Myers 
said. “This is why early planting 
is critical if you want large onions, 
as well as plenty of water and 
fertilizer.”

Buy onion sets while firm 
and dormant. Use larger sets for 
green onions and smaller sets for 
bulbing onions. When purchasing 
transplants, choose plants free of 
decay or excess drying.

Amend well-drained soil 
with compost or aged manure. 
At planting, band a complete 
fertilizer (for example, 10-10-10) 
along the row, or use a balanced 
organic fertilizer.

Planting and spacing
* Green onions: Set bulbs 1½ 

to 2 inches deep and 1 inch apart. 
Harvest when tops are 8 to 10 

inches tall.
* Bulbing onions (from sets): 

Plant about ½ inch deep and 4 
inches apart in rows 12 to 15 
inches apart.

* Transplants: Space 3 to 4 
inches apart in rows 12 to 15 
inches apart.
Setting onion transplants outside

Harden off transplants for 5–7 
days. Plant when soil is workable 
and not waterlogged. Set plants at, 
or just slightly above, the original 
soil line — avoid burying the 
necks or bending them. Water in 
gently to settle soil around roots 
and mulch lightly to conserve 
moisture.

Water and fertilizer
Fertilize every 2–3 weeks 

until bulbing starts. Keep soil 
consistently moist — onions 
are shallow-rooted and drought 
triggers early, small bulbs. When 
tops begin to dry and fall, stop 
watering so bulbs mature in dry 
soil. After about half the tops have 
fallen, wait a week and harvest. 
Cure bulbs 7–10 days in sun, 
covering at night.

Regional considerations across 
Oregon

Western Oregon (Willamette 
Valley/North Coast)

* Plant earlier in the window; 
soils warm slowly. Use raised 
beds if drainage is poor. Mulch to 
moderate late-spring dry spells.

Varieties that perform well in 
Oregon

* Yellow: Allium cepa ‘Copra’, 
‘New York Early’, ‘Candy’

* Overwintering: A. cepa ‘Walla 
Walla’

* Red: A. cepa ‘Red Wing’.
* White: A. cepa ‘White Sweet 

Spanish’, ‘Superstar’
* Green bunching: Allium 

fistulosum ‘Ishikura’, ‘He-shi-ko’

Lynn Ketchum

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

833-884-0041
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

OLD KITCHEN 
WOODENWARE 

EVOKES MEMORIES
As my daughter organizes our 

family recipes and stories about 
the various cooks, going back 
to her great, great grandmother, 
she also takes pictures of the old 
dishes and implements they used. 

I found I had saved the large 
oblong wooden chopping bowl of 
my youth. As I held this item in 
my hands, my thoughts reflected 
upon cooking in the kitchen 
with its wood fired stove. Many 
times, I chopped cabbage, carrots 
and onions from the garden for 
coleslaw or potatoes and meat for 
hash, in that bowl.

We couldn’t run to the store for 
ready-chopped cabbage or cans 
of hash. Most everything was 
handmade and often mixed in the 
oblong wooden bowl or a smaller 
round one Mother had.

Bowls of Great Variety
The wooden bowls of early 

America were of great variety, 
ranging from small salt dishes to 
round and oval bowls for preparing 
and even serving meals. Large 
round and oblong ones, often 
20 inches in length were used as 
chopping and mixing bowls.

Not many of these old bowls 
exist today. They were made for 
daily use, so wore out. 

However, if you have one from 
childhood, treasure it, more for 
its nostalgic value than anything 
monetary. It probably will have 
nicks and scratches from the 
metal chopping tool, but that 
gives it character, as someone 
once told me of old woodenware 
and furniture.

The Early Wooden Bowls
The pioneers shaped the earliest 

bowls with simple tools, such as 
chisel, knife and plane. In the 
18th century, colonial tradesmen 
used lathes for turning the insides 
of bowls, cups, and mortars. From 
this came the name of turner’s 
ware for such items.

Another early name for 

wooden items was treenware. 
This supposedly came from the 
word tree, the material for making 
them. The craftsmen who made 
wooden items for a living, often 
were called coopers.

Restoring Wooden Chopping 
Bowls

The large chopping bowls, like 
the one of my childhood, are in 
great demand nowadays. You 
can restore them with little work. 
However, they are more authentic 
looking when knife marks and 
chips remain.

To obtain a nice finish, sand the 
inside and out with fine sandpaper, 
then rub the outside with 0000 steel 
wool. (Some people maintain that 
you shouldn’t even lightly sand or 
rub with steel wool. So use your 
judgment.)

The outside may be waxed 
until it has a high shine, while the 
inside is usually left as is. You 
might rub salad oil over the inside 
lightly to keep it from drying out 
and cracking.

VEGETABLE SAUTE OR 
STIR FRY is a tasty combination. 
You can vary it, depending on the 
veggies available.

In a large skillet coated with 
non-stick cooking spray, add 2 
teaspoons olive oil, one thinly 
sliced medium red onion, 1 sliced 
medium summer squash, 1 sliced 
medium zucchini, 1/2 cup sliced 
fresh mushrooms, 1 medium 
tomato cut into wedges, 1/4 cup 
chopped celery. (You can vary the 
quantities and types of vegetables, 
if you desire.)

Season, before cooking, with 
1/2 teaspoon lemon juice, 1/8 
teaspoon dill weed, 1/8 teaspoon 
Italian seasoning, 1/8 teaspoon 
pepper, salt to taste. (Vary 
seasonings, if desired.)

Cover and cook 5-7 minutes 
over medium heat until vegetables 
are of desired tenderness.

(c) 2026 Mary Emma Allen

(Mary Emma Allen researches 
and writes from her woodland NH 
home.)

Use it
OR

Lose it
Ever wonder why small businesses close? Without a supportive 

local customer base it’s very hard to exist.
Economists say every dollar we spend turns over up to seven 

times. That means a dollar spent “in town” equals a loss of $7 for 
local trade, wages, tax support, and other community benefits. Each 
$100 spent in the metro area for gas, food, and shopping translates 
into a $700 gain for that community, not ours. That $700 may not 
seem to amount to much to them, but it does to us.
Let’s keep part of the dollars we spend here, and working for us.

Shop at Home, it makes $ense

mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.comMcKenzie
River Reflections

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/garden/plant-onions-early-for-bigger-summer-bulbs/9135.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/extras/old-kitchen-woodenware-evokes-memories/9136.html
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Click here and stay in 
touch with events online 
McKenzie Community 
Events Calendar.

Community Notes

Tuesday
VMCC Senior Center

11 am

Doors at the Vida McKenzie 
Community Center open at 11 am 
at 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida for a 
wonderful opportunity to connect, 
learn, and grow. They include 
socializing, a speaker or activity, 
and lunch (with a suggested dona-
tion of $5).

Wednesday
Upper McKenzie Jiu-Jitsu

7 - 8 pm

No-Gi Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu club at 
the Upper McKenzie Community 
Center, 54745 McKenzie River 
Drive in Rainbow.  For More In-
formation email: uppermckenzie-
jiujitsu@gmail.com

Tuesday
Little Poker League

6 - 9 pm

Public
Watershed Wednesday

9 - 11:30 am
Coburg, Oregon  

Join the McKenzie River Trust 

every Wednesday morning at 
Green Island. Projects vary based 
on the season but typically in-
clude invasive species removal, 
habitat care or planting/tree estab-
lishment. Green Island is a 1,100 
acre preserve.
Wednesday & Thursday

AA meetings

AA meetings are held on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and Sun-
days at 5 p.m. at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
Walterville. plus in Blue River at 
6 p.m. on Thursdays at the clinic 
on Dexter Street.

Thursday
Dog Socialization

Pack Walks
10 am

At the Walterville Pond, meet at 
East end parking lot.  Free weekly, 
For more information: email 
quickslyfox@duck.com

Thursday 
GMRS net

6 pm 

The McKenzie Valley Neighbors 
Radio Group meets at 6:00 pm on 
462.6750 MHz, Tone 100.0 Hz 
(often Radio Memory Channel 28) 
on the Deathball Repeater. Make 
it easy on McKenzie Community 

Communications-supplied radios 
and anything volunteers have 
programmed for you.

Friday
Yoga in Leaburg 

42870 McKenzie Hwy, Every 
Friday at McKenzie Fire & Res-
cue’s Leaburg Training Center, 
from 8 to 9 am..

Friday
SAIL Exercise Program

10 to 11 am.

Vida McKenzie Community 
Center, 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida. 
Join the SAIL program on Fridays 
for instructor-led exercises to 
boost strength, independence, and 
confidence. All ages and abilities 
are welcome.

Saturday
A Dime At A Time

Leaburg Store, 42840 McKen-
zie Hwy, Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting - Saturday 
morning sorting sessions every 
Saturday from 10-noon. Dona-
tions can be dropped off to us at 
Leaburg Store and maybe help us 
bag up the containers.

March 31
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner 
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, 
unless otherwise noted on the 
published agenda. Regular Board 
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings 
are on an as needed basis

April 1
BR Water Board

6 - 7 pm

Blue River Water Board  
meeting in the O’Brien Memorial 
Library meeting room,, 51771 
Blue River Dr.

April 3
Gardening Day
at the Library

10 am

Garden Morning at the O’Brien 
Memorial Library, 51771 Blue 
River Dr. 

Join us the first Friday of every 
month at 10 AM for a relaxing and 
productive morning in the garden. 
Stay as long as you can and help 
us care for the library gardens.

Bring your gardening tools, a 
bucket, gloves, or just yourself!

All help is welcome, and it’s 
a wonderful way to spend time 
outdoors with the community

April 2
Town Hall Meeting

Blue River Water District
6 - 7 pm

The meeting will be held on 
April 2, in the McKenzie School 
gymnasium, 51187 Blue River 
Drive.

The primary agenda is the 
ongoing rebuild of the Blue River 
Community water system. This 
initiative is essential for enhancing 

the reliability and quality of water 
services. Key members of the team 
present will address any questions 
regarding this project. Attendance 
is highly encouraged, as it presents 
a valuable opportunity to voice 
concerns and gather pertinent 
information about the upcoming 
changes to water services.

April 4
Stories of the River 

10 am - 2 pm 

Great opportunity for youth, as 
well as seniors and new residents 
who want to know more about 
the McKenzie River! Topics will 
include McKenzie River ecology, 
biology, hydrology, indigenous 
traditions, and drift boat history 
- at McKenzie Fire’s Leaburg 
Training Center, McKenzie Fire 
& Rescue Training Center, 42870 
McKenzie Hwy

Details at spenceroutfitters.
com/.../traditions-on-the...

April 4
Easter Egg Hunt

11 am - 1 pm

Hosted by McKenzie Valley 
Younglife at the McKenzie Track 
& Field, 51326 Blue River Drive. 
Bring your family to celebrate 
our annual Easter Egg Hunt with 
McKenzie Valley YoungLife.

April 4
Art Talk
2 - 3:30 pm

Sculptor Mark Andrew, who  
generously donated a limestone 
sculpture, Riding the Wind, to 
the O’Brien Memorial Library. 
will be giving an ART TALK on 
April at the library, 51771 Blue 
River Drive.  He will be sharing 
his artistic journey as well are 
the different tools and techniques 
used in his sculpting.

Lane County
Board of Commissioners

9 am

The Board of Commissioner 
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, 
unless otherwise noted on the 
published agenda. Regular Board 
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings 
are on an as needed basis

April 7
Coffee With Locals

10 - 11 am

Come have a cup of coffee with 
the locals (paid for by Locals 
Helping Locals) at the McKen-
zie General Store/Obsidian Grill, 
91837 Taylor Rd, McKenzie 
Bridge. Catch up with your neigh-
bors, discuss how you are doing 
in the fire recovery process, and 

share your successes and strug-
gles. Contact Brenda Hamlow 
with questions: (541) 729-9802

April 7
EWEB Meeting

5:30 - 8 pm

The Eugene Water & Electric 
Board Commissioners will meet 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at EWEB’s 
Roosevelt Operations Center, 
4200 Roosevelt Blvd. in Eugene. 
Customers and the general public 
are welcome and encouraged 
to attend in person or watch a 
live stream of the meeting in 
real-time. An interpreter can be 
provided with 48 hours’ notice 
prior to the meeting. To arrange 
for this service, call 541-685-
7000. Each person will have up 
to three minutes to speak, though 
the Board President may adjust 
speaking time as needed.

April 7
Grange Meeting

7:30 - 8:30 pm

The Walterville Grange #416 
will meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
39259 Camp Creek Road. The 
first two monthly meetings are 
held on the first Tuesday

April 8
BR Park Board

7:15 - 8 pm

Blue River Water Board 
Monthly Board meeting in the 
O’Brien Memorial Library 
meeting room,, 51771 Blue River 
Dr

April 9
VMCC Board Meeting

4:30 - 5:30 pm

The board of directors of the 
Vida McKenzie Community 
Center will meet at 90377 Thom-
son Lane in Vida.

Weekly Meetings

Have an event
to share? 

Whether you’re hosting a workshop,
performance, or community gathering,

we want to feature it!
Click here or submit your event details 

at tinyurl.com/3j33kkxz

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, in church on Hwy. 
126 just east of Walterville.  You may also make prayer requests, or 
request an emailed or earth-mailed bulletin -- phone or send email 
to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We 
would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

https://tockify.com/tkf2/submitEvent/6018c830f46a4c779946c586e53e84c0
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:quickslyfox@duck.com
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
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This Space
For Rent

rivref2@gmail.com

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

Part-time Friend

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING      CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING     CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Bath Tubs

Safe Step. North America¬ís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-459-4942

Coins & Jewelry
Buying US and foreign coins, 

currency, tokens, gold, silver, 
& jewelry. North Star Coin & 
Jewelry, 650 Main St., Springfield. 
541-746-5964. S=nscj--1/14.

Dental Insurance
Dental Insurance from Physic-

ians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-580-1387 www.
dental50plus.com/river #6258

For Rent
Newly built log-style 1,156 sq. 

ft. home. $1,749/mo, 52633 Mc-
Kenzie Hwy, Blue River. 

Featuring 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, and a versatile loft area 
perfect for an office or extra bed-
room, this home provides am-
ple space for your lifestyle. The 
kitchen boasts a new full-sized 
stainless-steel refrigerator, electric 
stove, microwave, and beautiful 
new wood cabinetry. A stackable 
washer and dryer add conven-
ience to everyday living. Owner 
just added a stand-alone storage 
shed. Tenants are responsible for 
all utilities. Contact Campus Con-
nection Property Management 
(541) 556-1144. b9/18

Funeral Home
Major Family Funeral Home. 

Family Owned Since 1961. 
Funerals ° Burials ° Cremations ° 
Monuments ° Keepsakes ° Video 
Tributes.  541-746-9667.

Personal
If you want to drink, that’s your 

business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 5:00-
6:00pm at the McKenzie Valley 
Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from 
the Walterville Shopping Center. 
N/c-sub 5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students 

- Beginners, Intermediate and 
Advanced - all ages. Profes-
sional jazz pianist, classically 
trained with years of teaching 
experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 
or email; kimberly@liquidsister.
com. http://www.liquidsister.com 
SKP-8/16ruc

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are 

meeting most Friday afternoons 
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
Training Center.  Please call 
Sara at (541) 896-3059 for more 
information.S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Services
Natures Friend Beautifying 

Co. Property/rental cleanup, 
restoration, tree work, blackberry 
& ivy destruction, pressure 
washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free 
appliance removal. Call Scottish 
541-913-8477. SB=JAB-2/27-
3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give 
me a call! The Wall Doctor - 
Serving the McKenzie River area. 
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, 
custody, support, property and 
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-5295. www.pa-
ralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

 Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-866-695-9265 today!

 Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025. 

Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

 We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get paid. 

Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-
866-249-8679.

 
 We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell 

your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 

Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. 
Call 1-855-980-4382.

 
The bathroom of your dreams 

in as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. 

No more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-844-659-1070 to 
schedule a FREE inspection 
and no obligation estimate. 
Get 15% off your entire order. 

Truman is a male shepherd/col-
lie mix whose owner passed away 
suddenly from a heart attack. He is 
about 20 months old and friendly 
with people and other dogs. He is 
not neutered but we are willing to 
have it done when we find a home 
for him. If you’re interested in 
making him part of your family, or 
know someone who is, please call 
541-822-3358 and leave a mes-
sage.

Help this dog
find his new home

6
FREE (non-business) CLASSIFIED ADS FOR SUBSCRIBERS
Phone, Email or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday @ 5pm

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
❑ SUBSCRIBER NAME_______________________________ FREE 
CLASSIFIED
❑ Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per issue. All ads must be 
paid in advance or ad will not be printed. Amt. enclosed $___________ 

Mail to: McKenzie River Reflections, 59059 Old McKenzie Hwy., McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited 
time only. Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty and 
offer details.

Safe Step. North America¬ís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-855-900-9151

I am a middle-aged woman 
who teaches at a university and 
is happily married, so I feel stupid 
asking you this question. I just 
wanted you to know I am not a 
teenager!

A Christian friend of mine has 
stopped going to breakfast with 
me, which was once a treat for us 
as we are both very busy. I know 
she is occupied, but the signs of 
cooling are there, I think. Without 
naming them she tells me she 
has been breakfasting with other 
friends.

My husband and I were once 
welcome at her beach house, but 
the offer was not extended when 
they bought a new beach house 
this past year. Her morning phone 
calls were once almost daily but 
now are few and far between. She 
calls me randomly when she is out 
on errands, but not for long chats.

Long ago I was warned by a 

friend she dumped that she uses 
people for her own purposes, like 
getting them to volunteer at her 
church outreach. Then she dumps 
them when the need disappears. I 
feel so dumb if this is the case.

I know lives change and 
circumstances are constantly 
varying, but what do you think? If 
she is dumping me, please advise 
how I can feel better about it and 
not mope.

Elisabet
Elisabet, author Nassim 

Nicholas Taleb once wrote about 
the dilemma faced by turkeys. If 
you are a turkey being fed for a 
long period of time, what should 
you believe? Does the feeding 
confirm your safety, or does it 
confirm the danger of becoming 
dinner?

You were forewarned. You 
knew what might happen, and yes, 
it happened to you. When we get 
a little bit older we don’t have to 
wrestle things into what we want 
them to be. We can accept them 
for what they are. Today we can 
leave the bed unmade.

The number of people you will 
have a real bond with will always 
be small. What you had with 
this woman wasn’t love or deep 
friendship but mutual benefit for 
a time. Though it was more in 
your eyes, in her eyes it was a 
symbiotic relationship, a tit for 

tat, a quid pro quo.
In the novel “Anne of Green 

Gables” Anne Shirley hopes for a 
“bosom friend.” Perhaps you have 
an opening for that, and that is why 
you wrote. From your experience 
you know this woman is not a 
candidate for close friendship. 
Knowing that will free you to give 
time and attention to more constant 
friends, one of whom may become 
the bosom friend you desire.

Wayne & Tamara
Secondhand Rose

I am a full-time college student. 
Two months ago my boyfriend 
went away for training. On the 
day he left, as I entered my car 

in a rush to work, he handed me 
a ring and asked that I wear it 
and also specified it was not an 
engagement ring but a promise 
ring. The ring was very nice and 
barely fit my ring finger. I gave 
him a kiss goodbye and off I was.

After taking a closer look 
during my drive, I realized this 
ring looked strangely familiar. 
One night early in our relationship 
he pulled out this box and showed 
me a wedding ring set which 
belonged to his ex-wife. I have 
a good eye and know for a fact 
the ring he gave was not new or 
purchased specifically for me. It’s 
the wedding ring from the set. We 

agreed I will move in with him 
after I graduate. Am I wrong for 
feeling offended?

Misty
Misty, isn’t that special! He 

gave you another woman’s 
wedding ring that doesn’t even fit. 
Is he planning on making you his 
next ex-wife?

Regifting is most often done for 
people we don’t care about. His 
was a secondhand promise with 
a secondhand ring. Don’t have a 
second thought about returning it.

Tamara
Wayne & Tamara are the 

authors of Cheating in a Nutshell 
and As the Child of an Alcoholic.Kev Costello

McKenzie Valley resident Eric 
Plews (30+ years) is now accept-
ing local clients. Licensed Oregon 
Home Care Worker/PSW with CPR 
& First Aid. Compassionate sup-
port helping seniors and disabled 
individuals live safely at home. In-
surance (including Medicare) and 
cash accepted; references avail-
able. 

Services: meals, errands,
transportation, light housekeeping, 
yard and pet care, companionship, 

and daily living assistance.

Trusted community volunteer, coach, 
former School Board member, and 
firefighter. 541-653-6668

jamesplews1964@gmail.com

IN-HOME CAREGIVER

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/extras/part-time-friend/9137.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
http://www.liquidsister.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:jamesplews1964@gmail.com
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Fill your screen with 
McKenzie news

Subscribe to River Reflections’
digital edition - 52 issues/year for $3100

Subscribe  TODAY! ° tinyurl.com/4fer6e4n

ACROSS
1. Smacks
6. Marketing pop-ups
9. Kindred
13. Jeopardy
14. Dog foot
15. Threefold
16. Throat dangler
17. Mogul rider
18. Right-hand page
19. *Lady Gaga: “You and me 
could write a bad ____”
21. *Missy Elliott: “Get Ur ____ 
____”

23. Exclamation of disgust
24. At the apex
25. PÈrignon of champagne 
fame
28. Two-masted vessel
30. Cast out
35. Larger-than-life
37. Electrical resistance units
39. Star bursts
40. Silicate mineral
41. Alexander, for short
43. ____ of the valley
44. Sushi option
46. Alpine lift

21st CENTURY SONGS

47. Impose a tax
48. Forward and email, e.g.
50. Made in Vegas
52. Siren’s domain
53. Cajole
55. *Drake: “I need a ____ 
dance”
57. *Adele: “We could’ve had it 
all ____ in the deep”
61. *Olivia Rodrigo: “I got my 
____...”
65. Earliest stage of sickness
66. Ribonucleic acid, acr.
68. Tipi, alt. sp.
69. Drugstore shampoo brand
70. Many, many moons
71. Witchy woman
72. ____ Spumante
73. Ovine mom
74. Chinese green tea

DOWN
1. Horse prod
2. Left, Latin prefix
3. ____ lily
4. Pilaff or plov
5. Colloquially
6. Location of altar
7. ____ Prescott of Dallas Cow-
boys
8. Swiftie’s idol
9. Geometric calculation
10. ____ the Can
11. *Ariana Grande: “’Cause I’m 
so ____ you”
12. Glowing gas
15. Trephination tool
20. *Maroon 5: “The ____ that 
controlled my mind”
22. Actor Lowe
24. Sheriff of Nottingham’s col-
lection container
25. Raise doubts
26. Suppose
27. #40 Across, pl.
29. *Pink: “So ____? I’m still a 
rock star”
31. Long-lasting Steelers coach
32. Brown and such
33. Topical remedy
34. *OutKast: “____ ____!”
36. *The Killers: “Comin’ out of 
my ____”
38. Food fish
42. Eagerness
45. Stir up violence
49. Knotts or McLean
51. Mole
54. Come to terms
56. Each and all
57. Parks of Civil Rights fame
58. Blame
59. Law school prerequisite, 
acr.
60. Denim innovator
61. Copenhagen native
62. “Iliad,” e.g.
63. Nevada city
64. “As ____ on TV”
67. *Gotye: “____you’re just 
somebody that I used to know”

Solution on Page 9

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!
Click here or go to:

tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

Solution on Page 9

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
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Civic and community journalism 
connects neighbors, holds
leaders accountable,
and celebrates local life.

Go to tinyurl.com/25ahf3jx and click the “Donate” link for an online contribution. 
Or mail a check to OPIP/McKenzie River Reflections Civic Journalism
P.O. Box 727, McMinnville, OR 97128

Invest in local stories

Your donation strengthens:
	 √ Fact-based local reporting
	 √ Civic accountability and transparency
	 √ The shared stories that define our community

Your donation will exclusively fund the “Civic Journalism” work of McKenzie River Reflections 
- reporting on local government agencies, elections, health and public safety, policy impacts, 
and updates on community-led responses. 

The Civic Journalism mission of McKenzie River Reflections is approved, sponsored, and 
monitored by the Oregon Public Information Partnership, a 501(c)(3)  nonprofit organization  
created for people to make tax deductible contributions to independent Oregon community 
newspapers.

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Scrambled Eggs and Whiskey

Emergency?  Call 911

Subscribe
TODAY!

tinyurl.com/
2vf5caa6

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

March 26 - Theresa Dyer grew 
up on the Oregon coast and became 
a respected poet, writer and editor. 
According to a story she liked to 
tell, Teresa said, “I met the noted 
poet Joaquin Miller on a Thursday 
and married him that Sunday.” 
Teresa had two children by Joaquin 
but the marriage did not last. To 
support her family Theresa took in 
sewing, wrote and gave lectures. 
One of her favorite topics was to 
speak about her life with Joaquin, 
regaling him for his desertion and 
failing to contribute to his family’s 
welfare. In 1882, destitute and 
suffering from illness, she visited 
Joaquin in New York and asked 
for his assistance. He called a 
physician but there was nothing 
that could be done. Teresa died 
and was buried in New York City.

nition reflects months of work to 
strengthen safety systems, but is 
directly related to a deeply per-
sonal experience on campus.

Last October, a teacher col-
lapsed in a school entryway af-
ter suffering cardiac arrest. Liz 
Muzzey, the school’s health ser-
vices coordinator and a registered 
nurse, responded immediately. 
After directing staff to call 911, 
she began CPR and coordinated 
the use of a nearby AED.

Luckily, the teacher resumed 
breathing and regained conscious-
ness as emergency responders ar-
rived. She has since returned to 
the classroom.

School leaders emphasized that 
the outcome wasn’t just luck, but 
the result of preparation. Prior to 
the incident, Muzzey had identi-
fied that existing AEDs on cam-
pus were outdated and worked 
to secure new devices for each 
building. She also developed the 
school’s cardiac response plan, 
trained staff, and organized drills 
in coordination with HEARTSafe 
partners.

Officials say the HEARTSafe 
designation underscores a select-
ed school’s commitment to ensur-
ing that students, staff, and visi-
tors are protected in the event of a 

Continued From Page 1

Heartbeat RestoredBy Hayden Carruth
Scrambled eggs and whiskey
in the false-dawn light. Chicago,
a sweet town, bleak, God knows,
but sweet. Sometimes. And
weren’t we fine tonight?
When Hank set up that limping
treble roll behind me
my horn just growled and I
thought my heart would burst.
And Brad M. pressing with the
soft stick, and Joe-Anne
singing low. Here we are now
in the White Tower, leaning
on one another, too tired
to go home. But don’t say a word,
don’t tell a soul, they wouldn’t
understand, they couldn’t, never
in a million years, how fine,
how magnificent we were
in that old club tonight.

Copyright Credit: “Scrambled 
Eggs and Whiskey” from 
Scrambled Eggs and Whiskey: 
Poems, 1991-1995, published by 
Copper Canyon Press in 1996.

Hayden Carruth was born 
in Waterbury, Connecticut. He 
received his undergraduate degree 
from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1943 
and an M.A. from the University 
of Chicago in 1948.

Carruth wrote more than 30 

books of poetry, four books of 
literary criticism, essays, a novel 
and two poetry anthologies. Prior 
to his affiliation with Harper’s, 
he served as editor-in-chief of 
Poetry (1949–1950) and as 
advisory editor of The Hudson 
Review for twenty years. He was 
awarded a Guggenheim and NEA 
fellowships.

In 1992 he was awarded the 
National Book Critics Circle Award 
for his Collected Shorter Poems 
and in 1996 the National Book 
Award in poetry for his Scrambled 
Eggs and Whiskey. Shortly after 
the debut of Scrambled Eggs and 
Whiskey, he also won the $50,000 
Lannan Literary Award.

His later titles include the 
2001 collection of poems Doctor 
Jazz and a 70-minute audio CD 
of him reading selections from 
Scrambled Eggs and Whiskey and 
Collected Shorter Poems. His Last 
Poems (Copper Canyon Press, 
2012) combines poems written 
toward the end of his life with the 
concluding poems from twenty-six 
of his previous volumes.

He wrote for over sixty years. 
Carruth died on September 
29, 2008, from complications 
following a series of strokes.

broader effort to expand access 
to vision care across Oregon, par-
ticularly in rural and underserved 
communities. Since launching in 
2010, the program has delivered 
nearly 15,000 free vision screen-
ings statewide and built a network 
of mobile clinics, telehealth sites 
and trained community health ad-
vocates.

Health officials say initiatives 
like the Blue River clinic are criti-
cal in addressing gaps in care. By 
bringing services directly to com-
munities, the program aims to 

catch vision problems early and 
connect patients with ongoing 
treatment — improving outcomes 
for children, working adults and 
seniors alike.

This Sunday’s visit reflected a 
growing emphasis on meeting pa-
tients where they live, organizers 
said, and demonstrates how part-
nerships between regional health 
systems and local providers can 
strengthen access to essential care 
along the McKenzie River corri-
dor.

Continued From Page 1

Seeing Better Together

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L.C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

McKenzie River 
Artists Guild
Annual Sale

Celebrate May Day with mem-
bers of the McKenzie River Art-
ists Guild at their 33nd annual Art 
Show & Sale. Fifteen artists will 
display their original works at 
the Leaburg Fire Training Center, 
42870 McKenzie Highway., from 
10 am to 4 pm on Mat 1 and 2.

Works in the mediums of water-
color, oil, photography, collage, 
quilling, woodwork, glass/resin, 
ceramics, pottery, textiles, bo-
tanical mixed media, yard art, and 
cards will all be on display. 

Featured artists will include 
Kris Anderson, Kathryn Can-
non, Whitney Crane, Sandy Dun-
bar, Lynda Edwards, Joe Frank, 
Ali Hennes, Joyce Hubbard, 
Becky Kampschroeder, Marjorie 
Lewellen, Lucy Rudy, Janet Sav-
age, Christi VanDeusen, Joanne 
Walch & Susan Warner.

Has your business made the McKenzie Connection?
Your ads in River Reflections will reach

people who are in touch with the McKenzie Valley

Get connected today!
rivref2@gmail.com     541-822-3358

blk, McK. Hwy.
9:58 p.m: Loud Noise - 38800 

blk, Camp Creek Rd.
10:55 p.m: Welfare Check - 

Leaburg area.
March 22: 2:34 p.m:  Criminal 

Mischief - 91000 blk, Hill Rd.
5:39 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call 

Sheriff’s
Report

Continued From Page 3

- 50900 blk, McK. Hwy.
8:56 p.m: Civil Service - 40300 

blk, McK. Hwy.
9:18 p.m: Civil Service - 36300 

blk, Camp Creek Rd.
10:32 p.m: Disabled Vehicle - 

Camp Creek Rd.
March 23: 1:33 a.m: Welfare 

Check - 50900 blk, McK. Hwy.
2:55 a.m: Alarm - 39200 blk, 

McK. Hwy.
11:37 a.m: Assault - 39300 blk, 

Hileman Rd.
2:08 p.m: Subpoena Service - 

36300 blk, Camp Creek Rd.
2:31 p.m: Civil Service - 39400 

blk, Mohawk Loop Rd.

Comments, as reported, may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

http://www.ricksteber.com
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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My milk frother quit 
just after the warranty 
expired. What are my 

rights?

Shop at Home, it makes $ense

When Andrew Fogel’s milk 
frother sputters to a stop right 
after the warranty ends, he gets 
steamed. Fogel rarely used his 
Paris Rhône appliance before it 
died. And now the manufacturer 
wants to offer him only a discount 
towards a new machine. Can it do 
that?

I bought a Paris Rhône milk 
frother through Amazon. I barely 
used the item -- less than twenty-
five times, maybe -- and now it no 
longer turns on. I’ve had it for just 
over a year.

I contacted the manufacturer 
and even sent a video showing the 
problem. Paris Rhône admitted 
there was an internal defect but 
said the warranty had expired. It 
offered me a 12 percent discount 
on a new frother. I don’t think 
this is fair. Can you help me get a 
replacement?

Andrew Fogel, Wantagh, N.Y.
I don’t blame you for feeling 

steamed. I would, too. A product 
that dies just after the warranty 
expires smells a lot like planned 
obsolescence. Companies will 
point to the letter of the warranty 
— one year and you’re done — but 

that doesn’t end the conversation.
You do have legal protections 

beyond the manufacturer’s 
warranty. Under the Uniform 
Commercial Code, which governs 
most sales in the United States, 
every consumer product comes 
with what’s called an implied 
warranty of merchantability. 
That’s legalese for “this thing 
should work as intended for a 
reasonable amount of time.” 

If a milk frother barely survives 
its first year, you could argue it’s 
not fit for its ordinary purpose. 
Some states enforce these implied 
warranties for up to four years, 
though you usually have to press 
the case in small claims court to 
get results.

That said, companies count 
on the fact that few consumers 
will take them to court over a 
$30 appliance. They know most 
people will sigh, toss the broken 
item in the trash, and click “Buy” 
again. It’s a frothy business 
model that guarantees them future 
customers.

I almost told you to check the 
reviews for your frother the next 
time, but when I looked up your 
Paris Rhône model, it came back 
with 4 ½ stars on Amazon, which 
is pretty decent. Sure, there are a 
few bad reviews on the product, but 
that’s pretty normal. You couldn’t 
have known this appliance would 
stop working after 13 months.

In reviewing your email 
correspondence, I noticed that you 
didn’t get Amazon involved in 
this problem. But you might have. 
After all, you purchased the frother 
on its platform, and Amazon has a 
reputation for standing behind its 

Dustin Elliott

unlucky or unsettlingly trigger-
happy. Two and a half months 
after the Bend apartment house 
was blown up in an attempt on 
his life, he was back in the papers 
again; this time, he’d gunned 
down a moonshiner in a raid 
near Woodburn. According to his 
report, the outlaw, a man named 
John Kaboris, during the liquor 
raid, charged McBride, firing as 
he came. McBride shot him dead, 
and wounded one of the other 
bootleggers as well.)

(Sources: Braly, David. Tales 
from the Oregon Outback. 

Prineville: American Media, 
1978; Portland Oregonian, 3-09-
1926, 3-10-1926 and 6-13-1926; 
Oregon State Archives, https://
arcweb.sos.state.or.us/50th/
prohibition1/prohibintro.html)

Finn J.D  . John teaches at Oregon 
State University and writes about 
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His 
most recent book, Bad Ideas and 
Horrible People of Old Oregon, 
published by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or suggest a 
topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com or 
541-357-2222.

products, sometimes even after 
their warranties have expired.

Fortunately, when you asked 
my advocacy team for help, we 
were able to apply a little pressure 
to the manufacturer. We shared 
your correspondence and the 
video you took with Paris Rhône, 
and this time the company perked 
up. It agreed to send you a brand-
new, upgraded frother at no cost, 
without even requiring you to 
return the broken one. That’s a 
much better response than a 12 
percent coupon code.

The lesson? Don’t let a company 
whisk you away with a “sorry, 
out of warranty” line. Always 
document the problem, keep 
your receipts, and point out that 
consumer law expects a product to 
last a reasonable time — not just 
until shortly after the ink dries on 
the warranty card. If the company 
still won’t listen, you can escalate 
to executives, file a small claims 
action, or — like you did — ask a 
consumer advocate for help.

Your frothing failure wasn’t the 
end of the world, but it exposed 
how fragile these warranty 
promises can be. The company 
made things right when pressed, 
but you shouldn’t need an advocate 
to get a fair shot at preparing your 
morning latte.

Christopher Elliott is the 
founder of Elliott Advocacy 
(https://elliottadvocacy.org), a 
nonprofit organization that helps 
consumers solve their problems. 
Email him at chris@elliott.org 
or get help by contacting him at 
https://elliottadvocacy.org/help/

© 2026 Christopher Elliott

Univ. of Washington
Sheriff Matt Starwich of King County, Wash., center, poses with two of his 
men in a room full of moonshining equipment around 1925. This room was 
likely in Seattle.

Continued From Page 4

Moonshiner’s paradise

The Lane County Board of 
Commissioners voted 3 to 1 
on March 3 to formally censure 
Commissioner David Loveall. 
The vote followied findings from 
an independent investigation that 
substantiated violations of county 
policy related to workplace con-
duct and retaliation.

The censure resolution, in-
troduced by Vice Chair Heather 
Buch, cited both the results of the 
investigation and Loveall’s failure 
to issue an apology as key factors 
in the Board’s decision.

“Given that Commissioner 
Loveall has not issued an apol-
ogy, and given that County’s spe-
cial counsel has advised that in 
the absence of an apology, it is in 
the best interest of Lane County 
to take appropriate corrective ac-
tion to help reduce the county’s 
liability for any potential future 
retaliation actions taken by Com-
missioner Loveall against county 
employees,” Buch said.

The vote was not unanimous. 
Loveall abstained, while Board 
Chair Ryan Ceniga cast the lone 
dissenting vote.

The board’s decision followed 
a third-party investigation into 
allegations that Loveall violated 
provisions of the county’s Admin-
istrative Procedures Manual, spe-
cifically those addressing harass-
ment, discrimination, mobbing, 
and retaliation.

According to the resolution, 
commissioners were provided 
with a condensed report summa-
rizing the investigator’s findings, 
which concluded that Loveall had 
engaged in conduct that violated 
county rules. Commissioners held 
a due process hearing on Febru-
ary 18, during which Loveall—at 
his request—appeared in an open 
rather than executive session, ac-
companied by legal counsel.

During that hearing, Loveall 
was given the opportunity to re-
spond to the allegations and de-
fend his actions. The board subse-
quently requested that he issue an 
apology and acknowledge harm 
caused, a request the resolution 
notes was not fulfilled.

The resolution further states that 
Loveall had received multiple pri-
or warnings regarding his obliga-
tion to adhere to county policies, 
including anti-retaliation provi-
sions. Commissioners ultimately 
determined that his conduct con-
stituted “willful neglect of duty.”

In formally adopting the cen-
sure, commissioners concluded 
that Loveall’s actions were “in-
appropriate and improper” and 
warranted official reprimand. The 
resolution also calls on Loveall to 
seek additional training and a bet-
ter understanding of county poli-
cies.

In response, Loveall has filed a 
federal lawsuit in the U.S. District 
Court for Oregon, naming Lane 
County, County Administrator 
Steve Mokrohisky, and commis-
sioners Buch, Laurie Trieger, and 
Pat Farr as defendants.

The lawsuit alleges violations 
of Loveall’s First Amendment 
rights, retaliation, and breaches of 
open meeting laws, as well as vio-
lations of his Fourteenth Amend-
ment right to due process.

“Members of the Lane County 
government have engaged in a co-
ordinated scheme to silence and 
penalize my political and religious 
speech in an attempt to affect the 
upcoming elections in May,” 
Loveall said in a statement. “This 
cynical effort ignored constitu-
tional rights, open meeting laws, 
and due process in an unrelenting 
effort to achieve a seemingly pre-
determined political outcome.”

He added that the matter 
“should have been handled with 
fairness and transparency” and 
vowed to continue representing 
his constituents.

The complaint further alleges 
that county officials made de-
cisions in private meetings on 
multiple occasions, in violation 
of Oregon’s public meetings law, 
and that those actions contributed 
to the censure process.

The censure and subsequent 
lawsuit mark a significant esca-
lation in tensions within Lane 
County’s governing body, raising 
questions about internal conduct, 
transparency, and the balance be-
tween governance and constitu-
tional protections.

The case is expected to proceed 
in federal court as both sides pre-
pare to defend their actions.

Board Sanctions One of Its Own 
— Now Faces Lawsuit

Loveall Rebuked by Peers, Fires Back With Federal Case

Oregon increases lodging tax to fund 
wildlife conservation programs

By Mark Richardson
Oregon News Service

Oregon lawmakers have 
passed a bipartisan bill which 
would increase the state’s lodging 
tax to direct new revenue to state-
wide conservation efforts.

The 1.25% tax is expected to 
generate more than $30 million 
per year for environmental and 
wildlife programs.

Colin Reynolds, senior ad-
viser of Northwest programs for 
Defenders of Wildlife, said over 
time, advocates were able to over-
come opposition from the lodging 
industry.

“We had a coalition of over 100 
businesses supporting this bill,” 
Reynolds recounted. “We know 
that people who either visit or 
move to Oregon will patronize 
our business, so the better our en-
vironment is, the more people will 
come.”

A 2024 report found Oregon’s 
outdoor recreation generates $16 
billion in consumer spending and 
supports 192,000 jobs. Reynolds 

added even with the increase, Or-
egon will still have the third-low-
est lodging tax in the U.S.

In 2025, the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife identi-
fied 320 at-risk species, includ-
ing the Southern Resident killer 
whale, American pika and tufted 
puffin.

Madison Kenney, advocacy and 
policy coordinator for the group 
Friends of the Columbia Gorge, 
said the new funding will fill a 
critical need.

“This bill provides a smart so-
lution to conserving the natural 
resources that fuel our thriving 
outdoor recreation economy,” 
Kenney contended. “It is impor-
tant to fund wildlife conservation 
proactively, because it is far more 
expensive to respond once a spe-
cies is close to extinction.”

Funded programs include wild-
life passage and risk reduction, 
anti-poaching, invasive species 
response and wolf coexistence ef-
forts. House Bill 4134 is awaiting 
Gov. Tina Kotek’s signature.

Two bald eagles nest in a Douglas fir tree in the Columbia River Gorge. 
Eagle numbers peak in late fall through early spring when salmon runs 
attract the raptors from across the region.
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https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/news/oregon-increases-lodging-tax-to-fund-wildlife-conservation-programs/9143.html
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Ads  in   McKenzie   River   
Reflections are now tax-
deductible in support of 
Civic Journalism.

Go to tinyurl.com/25ahf3jx and click the “Donate” link for an online contribution. 
Or mail a check to OPIP/McKenzie River Reflections Civic Journalism
P.O. Box 727, McMinnville, OR 97128

Invest in
your business

The Civic Journalism mission of McKenzie River Reflections is approved, sponsored, and 
monitored by the Oregon Public Information Partnership, a 501(c)(3)  nonprofit organization  
created for people to make tax deductible contributions to independent Oregon community 
newspapers.

This Space For Rent
rivref2@gmail.com

A Busy Campus Behind the Scenes 
This Spring Break

By Lane Tompkins
Superintendent

McKenzie Schools
While Spring Break offers 

students and families a well-
earned opportunity to rest and 
recharge, it is also one of the 
busiest times of the year behind 
the scenes on our campus. This 
week, I’d like to highlight the 
important work happening while 
students are away and recognize 
the many people who help keep 
our schools safe, clean, and ready 
for learning.

Our facilities staff plays a 
critical role during breaks like 
this. With classrooms empty and 
hallways quiet, they are able 
to focus on deep cleaning and 
maintenance projects that are 
difficult to complete during the 
regular school schedule. From 
thoroughly cleaning classrooms 
and common areas to addressing 
repairs and upkeep needs, their 
work ensures that students return 
to a safe, welcoming, and well-
maintained environment.

In addition to the work of our 
facilities team, several important 
projects are taking place across 
campus this week. Turnley 
Construction will be on site to 
repair a covered walkway that 
was damaged earlier this year by 
a delivery truck. 

We are also making needed 
upgrades and repairs to our 
septic systems, supported by 
county fire recovery funds. These 
improvements are an important 
investment in our infrastructure 
and help ensure that our facilities 
continue to operate reliably for 
years to come. Projects like these 
may not always be visible, but 
they are essential to the long-term 
health and functionality of our 

school campus.
While much of this work happens 

out of sight, it reflects a broader 
commitment to stewardship of the 
spaces where our students learn, 
grow, and connect each day. We 
are grateful for the coordination 
and effort required from our staff 
and partners to complete this work 
efficiently during the break.

Looking ahead, I also want to 
share an important update from 
last week. The District Board of 
Directors officially adopted the 
school calendar for the 2026–2027 
school year. One notable change 
is that classes will begin before 
Labor Day, which has not been 
the case in McKenzie for several 
years. This adjustment allows us 
to better balance instructional time 
across the year and align more 
closely with regional schedules.

Families and community 
members can view the full 
2026–2027 calendar by visiting 
the district website or by using 
the following link: https://aptg.
co/l6kkk9. We encourage families 
to review the calendar early to 
help plan for the upcoming school 
year.

Even during a quieter week on 
campus, the work of supporting 
students continues. Whether 
it is maintaining our facilities, 
completing necessary repairs, 
or planning ahead for future 
school years, each of these efforts 
contributes to a strong and stable 
learning environment.

As students enjoy their 
Spring Break, we look forward 
to welcoming them back to a 
refreshed campus and a strong 
start to the final stretch of the 
school year. Thank you, as always, 
for your continued support of 
McKenzie schools.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes 
and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS 
COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG 
WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

855-892-0308
Switch & Save Today.

McKenzie to Break Tradition With Post–Labor Day Opening

FINN ROCK: The McKenzie 
School District Board of Direc-
tors voted unanimously March 10 
to adopt a post–Labor Day start for 
the 2026–27 school year, mark-
ing a departure from the district’s 
long-standing tradition of begin-
ning classes before the holiday.

The decision came after discus-
sion of two calendar options and 
a recommendation from a com-
mittee composed of classified 
staff, teachers and parent repre-
sentatives. Board member Jason 
Wickizer voiced concerns about 
changing a schedule families have 
long relied on for planning sum-
mer vacations, without more par-
ent consultation. Elaine Bryson 
wonder about what percentages of 
different factions on the commit-
tee  favored the change. The com-
mittee’s unified support for a later 
start ultimately carried the vote.

Much of the meeting focused on 
facilities and infrastructure proj-
ects across the district.

Superintendent Lane Tompkins 
reported that recent septic system 
inspections showed conditions 
better than expected. Required 
maintenance—including filter 
replacements and riser work—is 
scheduled for completion over 
spring break and is expected to be 
reimbursed, he said.

The district is also moving for-
ward with plans to upgrade its 
HVAC systems. Engineers are 
preparing designs for two poten-
tial systems—one centralized and 
more robust, the other a simpler 
independent option. Both will be 
submitted through the county’s 
procurement process, though 
timelines remain uncertain due to 
administrative delays and a 20% 
county fee.

Meanwhile, a long-planned 
seismic upgrade for the elemen-
tary school remains stalled as the 
district awaits federal approval 
through the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 
The process has been slowed fur-
ther by a partial federal govern-
ment shutdown earlier this year. 
However, it appears the project 
deadline has been extended be-
yond 2027, providing additional 
flexibility.

Water system upgrades are also 
on the horizon. The Blue River 
Water District plans to extend a 
water main up the “bus hill” dur-
ing spring break. Questions re-
main about ownership and main-
tenance responsibilities for fire 
hydrants on school property, with 
district officials planning to seek 
clarification.

Assistant principal Brent Meis-

ter reported on a recent transporta-
tion conference in Eugene, where 
training focused on student behav-
ior management through relation-
ship-building. The event featured 
a motivational speaker—Aaron 
Golub, a legally blind former Di-
vision I football player who later 
signed with the NFL—who em-
phasized resilience and turning 
challenges into strengths.

Board members noted positive 
feedback from the community, 
including appreciation for the 
district’s transparency in com-
munications, particularly around 
attendance reporting.

During closing remarks, several 
board members praised student 
engagement and the range of edu-
cational opportunities available. 
One highlighted the importance 
of hands-on programs such as 
shop classes, noting their value in 
preparing students for a changing 
workforce.

The board confirmed upcoming 
meeting dates, including a budget 
meeting scheduled for April 14 
at 4:30 p.m. and the next regular 
board meeting on April 15, which 
will include an executive session.

Discussions also touched on the 
need for improved Zoom audio 
quality as some members antici-
pate participating remotely.

Board adopts new calendar, delays start of 2026–27 year
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Tested and proven
gutter protection.

LeafFilter accepts 200% more 
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Ruling Could Increase Rates for EWEB Customers
EUGENE: The Eugene Water 

& Electric Board is warning that 
a recent federal court order affect-
ing the Columbia and Snake River 
dams could lead to higher electric-
ity costs and increased reliability 
risks for customers across the re-
gion.

The preliminary injunction, 
which took effect on March 1, re-
quires significantly more water to 
be spilled over dams in the federal 
hydropower system to aid fish pas-
sage. Aimed at supporting salmon 
recovery, the order also reduces the 
amount of electricity generated by 
the Bonneville Power Administra-
tion (BPA) - which provides 80% 
of EWEB’s electrical energy.

Early estimates from the BPA 
suggest the ruling could add about 
$100 million annually to their 
costs. The increases are expected 
to flow through to utilities to cus-
tomers. For EWEB users, officials 
estimate BPA-related power costs 
could rise by about 5%, though the 
exact timing and amount remain 
under review.

EWEB General Manager Frank 
Lawson joined leaders from more 
than 30 Oregon consumer-owned 
utilities in urging Governor Tina 
Kotek to meet directly with utili-
ties affected by the decision. In 
a letter sent to the governor, the 
group expressed concern that the 
state’s support of litigation leading 
to the order conflicts with efforts 
to maintain affordable, reliable 
clean energy.

“Decisions of this magnitude … 
should not be made without mean-

“Our legal advisors believe 
recognizing watershed rights 
could strengthen the case for 
removal because it benefits river 
health and the species that depend 
on it,” he said.

The public comment period 
also included allegations of poten-
tial conflicts of interest. Speaker 
Nick Squires questioned Com-
missioner John Barofsky’s im-
partiality. Squires cited timber in-
dustry campaign contributions to 
his campaign for the Eugene city 
council and his campaign treasur-
er’s connections to the Protect Our 
County political action committee 
formed to oppose the Watershed 
Bill of Rights ballot measure.

Barofsky denied any influence, 
stating his decision was based 
solely on his review of the mea-
sure and his role as an EWEB 
commissioner.

All five commissioners empha-
sized their opposition was not to 
watershed protection itself, but to 
the uncertainty they believe the 
measure would create.

Commissioner Sonya Carlson 
said she’d spent the last “ten years 
on this board to help protect the 
watershed for the community we 
share.” She cited meetings with 
both supporters and opponents 
before making her decision on the 
proposal posed. Carlson said as it 
stands, the proposal still has “real 
big problems,” particularly the 
risk of increased legal challenges 
that would “line the pockets of 
lawyers” and create higher costs 
for customers.

Commissioner Tim Morris 
echoed those concerns, warning 
that the measure could delay proj-
ects and drive up rates. 

Mindy Schlossberg gained 
nodes of approval from other 
commissioners when she said, “I 
would love to see another itera-
tion (of the ballot measure) writ-
ten in conjunction with people 
who work on the watershed.”.

Following those discussions, 
the board voted unanimously to 
approve Resolution 2607 oppos-
ing the measure.

In other business, the board re-
viewed a major contract for work 
on the Carmen-Smith Hydroelec-
tric Project. 

Lisa Krentz, the utility’s gener-
ation manager, presented a signif-
icant contract increase for Jacobs 
(formerly CH2M Hill) related to 
Carmen Smith engineering ser-
vices. Details included $4.55 mil-
lion for ongoing work plus an ad-
ditional $3.6 million for a revised 
trap and haul facility location and 
other projects. 

The expansion, Krentz said, re-
sulted from FERC dam safety re-
quirements and protected species 
regulations, including sinkhole 
discoveries at the Trailbridge Res-
ervoir that required design revi-
sions.

Board president John Brown 
expressed concerns about cost es-
calation and the need for competi-
tive pricing, while acknowledging 
the work on the project was in an 
advanced stage that would make 
cancellation impractical.

Continued From Page 1

Clean Water Goals
ingful input from the families and 
communities who will bear the 
consequences,” the letter states. A 
similar appeal last October went 
unanswered.

The court order governs opera-
tions at eight dams across the Co-
lumbia and Snake rivers, includ-
ing requirements for spill levels, 
fish passage, and reservoir man-
agement. EWEB officials say the 
assumption that increased spill 
consistently benefits fish is not 
universally supported by scientific 
research.

“Community-owned utilities … 
believe salmon recovery and af-
fordable, reliable hydropower can 
and must coexist,” Lawson said. 
“Court-driven mandates issued 
without a responsible plan to re-
place lost generation serve neither 
goal.”

The ruling comes as the Pacific 
Northwest faces growing pressure 
on its electric grid. Demand for 
electricity continues to rise due to 
industrial growth, electric vehi-
cles, and building electrification, 
while available supply is tighten-
ing.

Hydropower has long served as 
a stable, carbon-free backbone for 
the region’s energy system, par-
ticularly during periods of high 
demand. EWEB officials warn 
that limiting that flexibility could 

worsen an already delicate bal-
ance.

“Our region has already come 
dangerously close to rolling 
blackouts during extreme weather 
events, “according to  Lawson. 
“This ruling makes those events 
more likely, not less.”

In response, the Eugene utility 
is evaluating additional backup 
power strategies for periods of 
peak demand. One would be a 
partnership with the University of 
Oregon to study whether the uni-
versity’s on-site combined heat 
and power generator could help 
stabilize the grid during short pe-
riods.

The study will also examine 
whether using the highly efficient 
generator for limited hours could 
reduce overall regional green-
house gas emissions by offsetting 
dirtier energy sources during peak 
demand.

“Our customers have consist-
ently told us that reliable power 
and affordable rates are their top 
two priorities,” Lawson said. 

BPA officials are still deter-
mining how to recover the added 
costs associated   with the court 
order. EWEB says it is actively 
involved in those discussions and 
plan to keep customers informed 
as details become clearer.

Tension Between Salmon Recovery and Energy Needs Highlighted

Ballot Measure 20-373 (Watersheds Bill of Rights)
Findings & Purpose

Declares that Lane County watersheds are vital ecosystems supporting drinking water, wildlife, and 
public health. 

States current laws are insufficient to prevent pollution and degradation (summarized in campaign 
materials). 

Rights Recognized
The measure establishes legal rights for watersheds, including the right to:
Exist, flourish, regenerate, and evolve naturally
Maintain water quality free from contamination
Sustain natural flows and ecological balance
It also affirms residents’ right to clean and safe water. 

Enforcement Mechanism
Grants legal standing to residents to bring lawsuits on behalf of watersheds
Allows actions against corporations, governments, or other entities for violations 

Legal Authority & Supremacy
Asserts local authority to protect watersheds, even beyond state/federal minimums
Includes provisions that may limit corporate rights if they conflict with watershed protections

Penalties & Remedies
Violators can be required to:
Restore damaged ecosystems
Pay additional penalties tied to ongoing harm

Eugene voters will decide the fate of Measure 20-373 in the upcoming May 19 election.
Read the measure at: tinyurl.com/yeczcxfs

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/03/26/news/ruling-could-increase-rates-for-eweb-customers/9141.html



