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During McKenzie Fire & Res-
cues morning and evening drill 
on February 23rd, crews were 
able to get valuable training on a 
structure owned by Jon and Jerri-
Jo Payne. The house, at 42831 
Leaburg Drive, stood behind the 
Leaburg Store and was scheduled 
to be torn down to make room for 
a new home. 

Over 25 fire district members 
were able to take part in the train-

U.S. District Court Judge Mar-
co Hernandez issued an interim 
injunction last year directing the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
begin implementing actions in-
tended to improve conditions for 
fish passage and water quality at 
some of its 13 Willamette Valley 
Projects. Hernandez’s directed 
the Corps “to avoid irreparable 
harm” to upper Willamette River 
fish. Wild spring chinook and wild 
winter steelhead, along with bull 
trout. All are listed as threatened 
under the federal Endangered 
Species Act.

The court case was filed by con-
servation groups in 2018. Plaintiffs 
Northwest Environmental Defense 
Center, WildEarth Guardians and 
Native Fish Society, represented 
by attorneys at Advocates for the 
West, had asked the court to force 
the Corps and NOAA Fisheries to 
reevaluate the impacts of the Wil-
lamette Valley dams on the threat-
ened fish, to reinitiate consulta-
tion and to make immediate op-
erational adjustments to dams on 
four tributaries of the Willamette 
River (McKenzie, North Santiam, 

South Santiam, and Middle Fork 
Willamette) that the groups say 
block between 40 and 90 percent 
of spawning habitat.

More than a million salmon and 
steelhead traditionally returned to 
Willamette River basin streams. 
Over the last two centuries those 
populations have declined. In 
2021, the number of steelhead 
counted at Willamette Falls to-
taled 3,952 fish. Of those, 2,326 
were unclipped wild fish. The 
chinook salmon run last year was 
31,777 fish.

In his summary August 17, 202 
ruling in the case, Hernandez the 
Corps was “Far short of moving 
towards recovery, the Corps is 
pushing the UWR Chinook and 
steelhead even closer to the brink 
of extinction.”

The injunction will remain in 
effect until issuance of a new Bio-
logical Opinion, due on December 
31, 2024. It requires the Corps and 
NOAA Fisheries to provide status 
reports every six months detail-
ing their progress and compliance 
with the injunction. This is the first 

BLUE RIVER: The board of 
the O’Brien Memorial Library 
(OML) has chosen an architectural 
firm to work with them in design-
ing the new OML in Blue River. 
The process to design the building 
and grounds is expected to result 
in  construction. start sometime 
next year.

In addition to the existing prop-
erty, the library has purchased two 
lots  adjoining the old library site. 
That added acreage will allow 

the OML to be located on main 
street frontage at the intersection 
of Blue River and Dexter Street. 
The setting is expected to provide 
better visibility and easier access, 
as well as more parking for meet-
ings, classes, and events.

The board says their plans for 
a larger library will include space 
for more books, DVDs, and a 
children’s section. Other features 
range from a room to read and 
study in, public access computers, 

WiFi, local artists’ displays, and a 
meeting room.

Outside, native plants will be 
planted on the grounds as part of 
an overall design that will reflect 
the community’s unique heritage. 
Other features are a gathering 
space to walk, read, and enjoy 
mountain views and peaceful riv-
er melodies.

People are encouraged to visit 
and become an OML member 
for free at the temporary OML 
site inside the Upper McKenzie 
Community Center at 54745 
McKenzie River Drive in Rain-
bow. A large selection of books, 
DVDs, E-books, and audiobooks 
is available there.

The Community Center library 
is open on Mondays and Wednes-
days from 1 to 3 p.m, and on Thurs-
days, Fridays, and Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to noon. More information 
is available at 458-459-0027 or at 
obrienlibrary.org  - including how 
to stream E-books or audiobooks, 
or review the library’s book and 
DVD catalog.

Donations, always appreciated 
and can be sent to: OML, P.O.B. 
291, Blue River, OR 97413.

Army Corps reports on
court-ordered fish recovery

Salmon, steelhead and bull trout

Cleanup underway at library
Architect chosen to design larger downtown building

Crews tuneup rescue skills
Training session takes on tough structure

Volunteer work crews have been making their mark on many locations in 
Blue River - including the area where the O’Brien Library stood before the 
Holiday Farm Fire.

Fish recovery - Page 2

Construction features, like heavily nailed shiplap siding, presented chal-
lenges when fire crews took on the unoccupied home on Leaburg Drive.

ing - breaching interior and exte-
rior walls, as well as the ceiling 
and roof. 

Breach a wall is viewed as a life-
saving skill. “If a firefighter were 
to get trapped inside a structure,” 
according to McKenzie Fire Chief 
Darren Bucich said. “The ability 
to breach a wall is a strategy that 
might save their life.”

The structure also involved 

The Willamette National Forest 
will hold a virtual public meeting 
on a proposal to decommission 
Delta Campground on the Mc-
Kenzie River Ranger District. The 
Zoom meeting is scheduled from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. on March 17th. Of-
ficials say their proposal is being 
considered because the 2020 Hol-
iday Farm Fire burned the area at 
a very high intensity and killed 
all the trees in the campground 
as well as the adjacent Delta old 
growth grove.

The dead and burnt trees have 
been identified as posing an im-
minent hazard to the public, mak-
ing the area no longer safe or suit-
able for camping.

Information during the session 
will include the history of Delta 
Campground, a description of the 
current state of the campground, 
and the “why and need” of the 
proposed action. Additionally, 
participants will have space to 
share concerns with Forest Serv-
ice staffers as well as ideas about 
what types of recreational experi-
ences are needed in the area.

The proposed action includes 
removing all campground infra-
structure, including bathrooms, 

fire rings, signs, picnic tables, 
bridge remnants and paved sur-
faces. Removed infrastructure 
will either be repurposed or dis-
posed. Documents will be avail-
able before the public meeting via 
our website.

“I know this area holds senti-
mental and historical value for our 
local community,” said McKen-
zie River District Ranger Darren 
Cross. “We want our proposal to 
be transparent and want to hear 
your thoughts and suggestions.”

People planning to log in to 
the virtual meeting can register 
via Eventbrite at https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/290995524447. 
Registration is not required to 

participate. Participants may join 
the meeting via any mobile device 
at www.zoom.us. The meeting ID 
is 161 714 8459; the passcode is 
WNFDelta2! Another option is 
to call into the meeting at 1 (669) 
254-5252 and then enter meeting 
ID 1617148459. Call the district 
office at (541)822-3381 if you 
need special accommodations for 
meeting participation.

Sign up for Willamette National 
Forest planning email alerts at ht-
tps://go.usa.gov/xzW3e.  Once 
signed up, people can select to 
receive forest-wide planning in-
formation or specific project in-
formation in the subscriber pref-
erences section.

Forest Service plan calls for
Delta Campground closure

Rescue skills - Page 2
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WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date High Low Rain Releases

3/1	 54	 45	 0.05	 NA
3/2	 51	 43	 0.96	 NA
3/3	 48	 34	 0.11	 1,067	cfs
3/4	 44	 34	 0.03	 1,582	cfs
3/5	 50	 34	 0	 NA
3/6	 53	 34	 0	 1,570	cfs
3/7	 58	 30	 0	 1,570	cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date High Low Rain Riverflow

3/1	 54	 47	 0.42	 4,850	cfs
3/2	 60	 49	 1.19	 5,940	cfs
3/3	 53	 43	 0.61	 7,620	cfs
3/4	 56	 35	 0	 6,370	cfs
3/5	 53	 36	 0	 5,240	cfs
3/6	 47	 37	 0.02	 5,690	cfs
3/7	 55	 35	 0	 5,110	cfs
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Bi-Annual Report and includes 
data from September 1st through 
December 31st of last year.

“These bi-annual status reports 
represent a new phase of trans-
parency and timely information 
sharing about what’s happen-
ing at Willamette dams and the 
impacts on fish populations and 
river function,” said Jennifer Fair-
brother, Conservation Director at 
the Native Fish Society, one of 
the plaintiffs in the federal court 
case. “While these status reviews 
are mandated by the court, we are 
hopeful that they signal a future 
of greater transparency, coordina-
tion, and public engagement. Now 
that the Department of Justice has 
chosen to drop their appeal, it’s 
time to get down to the business 
of putting Willamette salmon and 
steelhead back on the road to re-
covery.”

The Corps had filed an appeal 
with the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals but decided last month to 
drop the challenge to Hernandez’ 
order.

Hernandez’ injunction also 
ordered the establishment of an 
expert panel, comprised of two 
plaintiffs’ experts, two NOAA 
Fisheries biologists, two Corps 
employees and two “ad hoc” fed-
eral experts. The court charged the 
expert panel with developing spe-
cific parameters of certain interim 
measures ordered in the injunc-
tion, the bi-annual report says.

By the end of 2021, the expert 
panel had developed 9 out of 15 
plans required by the injunction. 
They are:

1. Foster Dam fall downstream 
fish passage

2. Cougar Dam fall reservoir 
drawdown for downstream fish 
passage

3. Detroit Dam lower regulating 
outlet for downstream water tem-
perature management

4. Foster Dam spring down-
stream fish passage

5. Cougar Dam spring down-

stream fish passage (delayed re-
fill)

6. Fall Creek Dam winter/spring 
downstream fish passage

7. Green Peter Dam outplanting 
plan

8. Lookout Point/Dexter dams 
spring downstream fish passage 
and regulating outlet use for 
downstream water temperature 
management

In addition, interim measures 
developed prior to the injunction 
were continued. The court also 
ordered the Corps to conduct an 
annual Fall Creek Reservoir deep 
drawdown operation similar to 
prior years but to extend the dates 
from December 1st through Janu-
ary 15th. 

The bi-annual report says ac-
tions that did not require expert 
panel development include:

1. Detroit Dam winter down-
stream fish passage

2. Big Cliff Dam total dissolved 
gas abatement

3. Detroit Dam spring down-
stream fish passage and summer/
fall downstream water tempera-
ture management.

4. Hills Creek Dam winter 
downstream fish passage

5. Fall Creek reservoir extended 
deep drawdown

The injunction also requires 
the Corps to continue funding 
research, monitoring and evalua-
tion on the effects of the interim 
injunction measures on the listed 
chinook and steelhead species in 
the river.

The Expert Panel submitted the 
Willamette Project Interim Injunc-
tion Measures RM&E Plan to the 
court on February 18th. That plan 
will be in effect for the duration of 
the injunction, which is anticipat-
ed to extend through 2024 until a 
new Willamette River Biological 
Opinion is in place.

Detailed results of the RM&E 
will be made available on the 
Corps’ Willamette Valley Injunc-
tion webpage.

Fish recovery
Continued From Page 1

By Eric Tegethoff
Oregon News Service

In an effort to boost work-
ers in critical industries, Oregon 
lawmakers are considering a ma-
jor investment in education and 
workforce development.

Proposed by Gov. Kate Brown, 
the $200 million Future Ready bill 
is a package of proposals to lower 
barriers to construction, health 
care, manufacturing and technol-
ogy jobs.

One of the proposals is $17 mil-
lion for career pathways programs 
setting up short-term ways to earn 
credentials, with help from pro-
gram navigators.

Mark Mitsui, president of Port-
land Community College, said the 
certificates are stackable, so peo-
ple can get one credential, get a 
job, and then come back to school 
when they want to without start-
ing over.

“And it creates this sort of virtu-
ous upward-mobility cycle,” Mit-
sui explained. “That is really what 
our workers in the state need in 
order to access living-wage jobs 
through education and training.”

The bill aims to increase access 
for priority populations, including 
people of color, members of tribes, 
veterans and people in rural com-
munities. The measure has sup-
port from business organizations. 
Groups such as the Associated 
Oregon Loggers say the measure 
has potential but would like their 
industry included in it.

The bill also includes work-
force-readiness grants to remove 
barriers to education and training, 
such as the cost of child care and 
housing.

Patsy Richards, director of 
Long-Term CareWorks for the 
RISE Partnership, which deliv-
ers training and benefits and is 
connected with unions such as 

Service Employees International 
Union Local 503, said another 
important provision would make 
sure people’s past training is not 
erased, noting people come to Or-
egon with experience.

“But they do not get credit for 
prior learning,” Richards ob-
served. “And so we make them 
take over all these courses and 
go through all these hoops where 
we should have a mechanism to 
assess and give them credit for 
prior learning, so they can move 
forward and move into our work-

force quicker.”
The bill includes $10 million 

for credit for prior learning.
Mitsui added a colleague once 

told him talent is universal, but 
opportunity is not.

“Future Ready Oregon, or Sen-
ate Bill 1545, is about making 
opportunity as universal as the 
talent around us by re-imagining 
the workforce system and creat-
ing more equitable opportunity 
through education and training for 
the new workscape,” Mitsui con-
cluded.

Education, training investments 
could boost Oregon workforce

More than 26,000 students enroll in Lane Community College each year.

LCCpractice on vertical ventilation. 
“Cutting a large opening in the 
roof isn’t a skill we use often but 
there are times when it needs to 
be done to slow the spread of fire 
in the attic,” Bucich says. “Due to 
the age of this structure, it created 
its own challenges for our crews 
to work through.”

Normally, breaching an inte-
rior wall only involves breaking 
through sheetrock on both sides 
of the studs. Inside this house, in 
addition to sheetrock, trainees dis-
covered the home had been built 
using Shiplap walls (an extra layer 
of wood approx. 5/16” x 3-5/8”) 
which created it own challenges 
for the crews. 

“Overall, it was an excellent 
drill for volunteers,” Bucich said. 

Continued From Page 1

Rescue skills
“We would like to extend our ap-
preciation to Jon and Jerri-Jo for 
allowing us the rare opportunity 
for a live practice.”

Budget Committee 
members needed

McKenzie School District has 
several vacant budget commit-
tee positions. The applicant must 
live in the District, may not be an 
officer, agent or employee of the 
district. Budget committee mem-
bers are appointed for three-year 
terms.   Contact the district of-
fice 541-822-3338 for additional 
information, or email nancy.as-
man@mckenziesd.org



Feb. 28: 8:09: McK. Hwy./
Milepost 32. Public Assist. Provide 
Traffic Control.

11:39: 4000 block,9 McK. 
Hwy. Medical, Trauma. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

14:45: 87000 blk, Cedar Flat 
Rd Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

March 1: 2:45: McK. Hwy./
Mp. 30. Motor Vehicle Accident. 
Driver left scene, no patient.

March 3: 16:36: McK. Hwy./
Mp. 19. MVA. Mistaken Alarm, 
Nothing Found.

23:30: 8600 blk, Thurston 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

March 4: 13:16: 42000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. MVA . Non-blocking, 
Non-injury.
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

March 4: 13:17: Crash, Non-
Injury – 42000 block, Hwy. 126E. 
Unit #1, U-Haul, was eastbound. 
The driver stated that a vehicle 
was driving into his lane. He 
attempted to drive onto the 
shoulder but lost control crashing 
into a ditch and across a driveway 
access. All occupants were cleared 
on scene and arranged their own 
tow. Involved: 31-year-old male 
from Pacific Palisades, CA, multi-
colored Ford Econoline.

State Police
Report

March 3: 23:06: Medical – 
49000 block, McK. Hwy. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

March 5:  13:04: Medical - 
91000 blk, Mill Creek Rd. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

March 6: 20:51: Motor Vehicle 
Accident - McK. Hwy./Mp. 43. 
Single vehicle accident, now 
smoking.

March 8: 06:36: Medical 
– 91000 blk, Dearborn Island Rd. 
Male, Conscious, Breathing.

The Upper McK. Fire District 
board of directors will hold its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
March 16th, at the McK. Fire 
station, 56578 McK. Hwy. in 
McKenzie Bridge, at 7 p.m. 

From April 12, 2007 edition of McKenzie River Reflections

...saving stories 
from the rising

tide of time.

To download fully functioning 8-page digital files, 
with accessible text and images go to: alturl.com/
5462h

Sheriff’s
Report

Feb. 27: 4:15 p.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 35200 block, McK. 
View Dr. A caller reported that 
their girlfriend will be moving 
out and was making strange 
statements.  Deputies made con-
tact and determined no crime 
had occurred and the caller just 
wanted the incident documented. 

March 1: 1:12 a.m: Shots 
Fired - 44000 blk, McK. Hwy.

4:34 a.m: Assist, Information 
- 47200 blk, McK. Hwy.

9:00 a.m: Burglary -87000 blk, 
Cedar Flat Rd. A caller reported 
that someone broke into his house 
and squatted there for a while 
when he was out of town.

9:24 a.m: Explosion - Leaburg 
area.

1:11 a.m: Explosion - 44200 
blk, McK. Hwy.

6:30 p.m: Shots Fired - Cascade 
View staging area.

6:40 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
Leaburg area.

8:19 p.m: Threat, Harassment 
- 49600 blk, McK. Hwy. A caller 
reported that a male in his 30’s has 
been sending the caller threatening 
messages. 

March 2: 8:54 a.m: Illegal 
Camping - Crooked Creek staging 
area.

9:08 a.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions – Crooked Creek staging 
area. A caller reported finding a 
piece of heavy equipment running 
with no one around.  A deputy 
made contact with the company 
that operates the equipment 
and determined no crime had 
occurred.

4:03 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- Canal Ln. & McK. Hwy. Caller 
reported hearing very loud booms 
from 1900 to 0100. Did not believe 
they were fireworks.

4:04 PM Burglary -  87000 blk, 
Cedar Flat Rd. A caller reported 
that someone broke into his house 
and squatted there for a while 
when he was out of town.  No 
property was determined to have 
been taken.

7:12 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 37300 blk, Parsons Creek Rd. 
Caller reported a verbal dispute 

GET TO KNOW THE MCKENZIE 
RIVER
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when you subscribe
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with her father.
March 3: 7:47 a.m: Assist, 

Follow Up - Marcola area.
11:12 a.m: Traffic Hazard - 

Blue River Rd. & Blue River Dr.
11:36 a.m: Assist, Follow Up -  

Marcola Rd. Milepost 4.
2:56 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 

35200 blk, Camp Creek Rd.
4:04 p.m: Burglary - 87000 

blk, Cedar Flat Rd. Folllow up on 
previously reported burglary.

5:53 p.m: Panic Alarm - 42000 
blk, Holden Creek Ln.

March 4: 12:03 p.m: Citizen 
Contact -  Cascade View staging 
area.

2:23 p.m: Blocked Driveway - 
35900 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

3:34 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
Camp Creek Rd. & Marcola Rd.

5:32 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
87000 blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

March 5: 9:27 a.m: Unlawful 
Use of Vehicle - 38800 blk, E. 
Cedar Flat Rd.

1:22 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. & Quartz Creek Rd.

1:31 p.m: Vehicle Stop – McK. 
Hwy. & Quartz Creek Rd.

March 6: 6:55 a.m: Suspicious 
Vehicle - 36900 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. The driver of a white Hummer 
H3 reported being out of gas.

12:07 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 
– McK. Hwy. & Thurston Rd. – A 
BMW 328 was parked near the 
intersection.  Deputies patrolled 
the area.

7:42 p.m:  Suspicious Condi-

23:11: 49000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. 23:11 Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

March 6: 20:51: McK. Hwy./
Mp. 43. MVA. Upper McK. Fire 
Mutual Aid.

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting on Monday, March 21st. 
at noon, in the Leaburg Training 
Center, 42870 McK. Hwy. The 
district maintains Facebook, 
Twitter, and web pages. If you 
have a question or concern about 
any Fire District business, give 
Chief Bucich a call @ 541-896-
3311.

Continued On Page 7

We have over 30 years experience specializing in  McKenzie  Real  Estate.  
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance 
with all your real estate needs.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie	River	Specialist
Exceeding	Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top	Producer	at

Windermere	Real	Estate	since	2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

*	based	on	Winderemere’s	annual	Top	Producers	List
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Not sure why
BUSINESS IS SLOW?

is not just a saying
in business.

Advertise today and let your business be
in sight and in the minds of your customers

rivref2@gmail.com
541-822-3358

Emergency?

Call 911

By Finn J.D. John
Imagine yourself as a television 

network executive at NBC in 1973. 
The bright, happy Western classic 
“Bonanza” is about to be canceled. 
In a last-ditch effort to save it from 
the ax, you’ve been asked to put 
a fresh, “western-noir” spin on the 
show so that it can compete with 
the darker TV fare that’s now in 
fashion — like “All in the Family” 
and “M*A*S*H.” 

Here’s something you might 
come up with: Old Ben Cartwright, 
now that he’s built the Bonanza 
Ranch to prominence, moves to 
Oregon with son Adam, leaving 
the Bonanza to his other two sons, 
Hoss and Little Joe. After running 
the ranch for a few episodes, 
the boys get impatient, sell the 
Bonanza and promptly burn 
through the money at the gambling 
tables in town. To support their 
lifestyle, the two become family-
style outlaws: large-scale cattle 
rustlers, bank robbers and friends 
of the legendary outlaw Butch 
Cassidy.

Oh, and along the way, they 
move to Oregon.

Your new, “improved” Bonanza 
would surely not have lasted a 
minute in an NBC pitch meeting. 
But it’s the basics of the story of 
a famous outlaw family called 
McCarty, a gang of brothers and 
brothers-in-law that made life in 
eastern Oregon very lively for the 
first few years of the 1890s.

The McCarty family came from 
the gorgeous cattle country of San 
Juan County, Utah. The old man 
— Lorne Green’s character, in our 
rebooted “Bonanza Noir” — was 
a surgeon in the Confederate army 
during the Civil War, who became 
a successful cattleman in Montana 

before settling down there and 
building, with his sons, a ranch 
that should have made them 
wealthy squires.

Instead, it made the boys 
$35,000 and a ticket to the Outlaw 
Hall of Fame — and, for one of 
them, to a casket.

On the Outlaw Trail
One of the boys, Tom — the 

“Little Joe” character — hit the 
outlaw trail right away with his 
brother-in-law, Matt Warner, and 
soon fell in with Butch Cassidy. 
Several high-profile bank 
robberies later, the Tom, Matt and 
Butch were outlaw royalty. They 
became famous as “The Invincible 
Three.”

Brother Bill — the “Hoss” 
character — became a large-scale 
cattle rustler. Eventually, though, 
he gave up the outlaw life, bought 
himself a spread near Baker City, 
and with his son Fred, tried hard 
to make a go of it as a legitimate 
rancher.

Meanwhile, Brother George 
— the “Adam” character — had 
still been under the stabilizing 
influence of old, respectable Dr. 

McCarty (“Ben Cartwright”), 
running cattle in Harney County 
near Haines. But after Dr. McCarty 
moved to Myrtle Point, George, 
too, was at loose ends, and feeling 
his larcenous oats. As Bill tried 
to make a go of his new ranch, 
George was trying to make a go 
of a mining claim a few dozen 
miles away, in the Blue Mountain 
boomtown of Cornucopia. Neither 
of the two was having much luck.

That’s probably why, when Tom 
and brother-in-law Matt rolled 
into town and asked if they’d 
like to get back into the family 
business, neither required much 
convincing.

Building an outlaw empire
The McCartys started by 

rigging Bill’s money-losing ranch 
— the New Bonanza, if you will 
— as an outlaw hideout, with 
secret chambers and tunnels and 
hollowed-out haystacks. Then 
Tom, his pockets still jingling 
with the proceeds of his robberies 
with Butch Cassidy, went out and 
started buying remote pieces of 
property around the area that the 
gang could use as hideouts and 

staging spots for rustled cattle. 
Meanwhile, the rest of the gang 

was coming together, a group 
of wives, sisters, nephews and 
cousins, all tied together by blood 
and kinship. Those ties would make 
the McCarty gang very strong. 
They would also lead directly to 
its ultimate destruction.

A bank-robbing Bonanza
The gang’s first hit was the 

Wallowa National Bank in 
Enterprise. It was a textbook 
bank job. They put on homemade 
horsehair beards to mask their 
faces without being masked. Tom 
stood guard by the door, keeping 
customers from coming in; Bill 
and Matt strolled into the bank 
and stuck a six-shooter in the 
teller’s face. They got out before 
the townspeople knew what was 
happening.

This last item was critical: 
Eastern Oregon was famously 
hostile to bank robbers, and five 
minutes could mean the difference 
between a clean getaway and a 
running, unwinnable gun battle on 
Main Street with 50 or 60 angry 
depositors behind Winchesters 
borrowed from the local hardware 
store. The McCartys would 
eventually learn this lesson the 
hard way.

In the meantime, though, they 
were on to a string of successful 
stick-ups. A few weeks later, they 
jacked up the Summerville bank 
at 9 p.m., taking advantage of the 
cover of darkness. This heist went 
even more smoothly, and netted 
them a full $5,000.

An attempt to rob the wealthy 
patrons of the Hotel Warshauer 
in Baker City didn’t go so well. 
In the middle of the operation, a 
cop saw Tom and Matt in an alley 
looking scruffy in their horsehair 
beards and tried to arrest them 
for vagrancy. Matt clobbered him 
with his rifle and they all ran for it, 
empty-handed.

An attempted train robbery 
ended with even more 
embarrassment. They piled a 
bunch of debris on the tracks 
and lurked, waiting for the train 
to stop so that they could rob it; 
but the engineer, who was clearly 

“Folks and friends and 
neighborly people,” came the 
loudspeaker blaring of the official 
car of the Gates of Heaven 
restaurant. “This year’s your 
ol’ pal Alphonse Wilson … but 
you know they call me Windy … 
bringin’ the latest in news of fine 
Chinese cousin and other newsy 
stuff.”

   Folks came out of the stores 
and offices to listen and wave as 
Windy once again drove around 
town in the loudspeaker car he 
borrowed from Delbert Chin’s 
restaurant.

   “Jes’ think on it a minute … 
you ever get a dirty plate or dirty 
chopstick in Delbert’s Chinese 
joint? No you didn’t. Now you take 
in there them fortunate cookies he 
has? Got the best fortunes in town. 
Them cookies are worth the price 
of the food all by theirselves. Last 
time I got one, it said a dream of 
mine would come true.

  “And you know what I’m 
dreamin’ about? A honorary 
college degree for bein’ the best 
cowboy camp cook in the whole 
dang countryside! Thass right. 
So’s if you folks could see fit to 
campaignin’ a bit for me, shore 
would like that. Hey, all it costs is 
a dang stamp.
   “And speakin’ of stamps,“ rang 
out Windy’s voice, “jes’ stamp yore 
feet on into the Gates of Heaven 
Chinese joint here on Main Street. 
Mebbe we should call it Chow 
Mein Street, whaddya think? And 
if you are a real cannon-sewer of 
Chinese grub, jes’ ask ol’ Delbert 
to bring you a poo-poo platter. 
Heard tell it tastes a bunch better 
than it sounds.”

-------------
Pick up “Home Country: 

Drama, dreams and laughter 
from the American heartland” 
www.lpdpress.com.

By Slim Randles

“Bonanza” meets “Unforgiven” - P8

Quote of the Week
“The last thing I want to 

do is hurt you … but it’s still 
on my list.”

Anonymous

1-833-669-0554

Affected by the 
Oregon wildfires?

Find resources to help you recover. 

Interpreters available.

Join Rick & Kathy Dancer 
as they introduce you to The 
Backstories of the Pacific 
Northwest”
The people, the places, the 
food, the recreation and the 

Explore PNW Backstories

heart and soul of rural Oregon.

Where To Watch
Facebook @Exploregonbackstores

Instagram pnw_backstories 
Youtube  PNW Backstories 

Email: Rick@rickdancer.com

The McCarty gang: “Bonanza” meets “Unforgiven”

Museum	of	Western	Colorado
The bodies of Bill McCarty and his son, Fred, after they were slain in the 
McCarty gang’s last bank robbery. 

Camping,	Fishing,	Boating,	Hiking,	Mountain	Biking
We	are	a	Great	1st	stop

Gasoline,	Camping	Supplies,
Firewood,	Fishing	Tackle,	Bait,	Cold	Beverages,	Ice,

Snacks	To	Go	°	Kombucha	°	CBD	Drinks
MP	20	McKenzie	

River	Hwy (541) 896-0500
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Speed vegetables
to the table by 

growing in water
Ask experienced gardeners 

what makes their garden grow 
and they’ll come up with the same 
response: great soil.

Good answer, but not the only 
one. The same crops grown in 
soil thrive in water, too, as long 
as there are nutrients and oxygen 
involved.

In fact, vegetables grown 
hydroponically root and grow 
faster than traditionally grown 
plants, said Barry Burnsides, an 
Oregon State University Extension 
Service master gardener. This ages-
old system uses a mixture of water 
and nutrients to grow plants inside 
or out. He does both, but prefers 
the outdoors because there’s no 
need for lights.

“You can grow any plant in 
hydroponics if you use the proper 
system,” said Burnsides, who spent 
months researching hydroponics 
and building four of the six types of 
systems. He grows lettuces, greens, 
peppers, cilantro, cucumbers, basil 
and even tomatoes, melons, squash 
and cucumbers on trellises.

He said the easiest system is the 
floating raft method. In its simplest 
form, a floating raft system consists 
of a sheet of foam with holes cut 
in it for the net pots that will hold 
the plants. The foam floats on a 
tub containing water, nutrients 
and oxygen. The oxygen is added 
to the nutrients using an aquarium 
pump pushing air through a 1-inch 
porous soaker hose. More nutrient 
mixture is added as the plants take 
it up.

Burnsides also recommends the 
nutrient film technique (NFT). In 
that case, pipes with holes drilled 
in them for plants are positioned 
horizontally at a slight angle so the 
water easily moves through with 

the help of gravity. The nutrient 
solution is moved by a small 
fountain pump through a ½-inch 
line to the highest point and flows 
through the pipe and over the plant 
roots back to the storage tank. 
An aquarium air pump is used to 
add oxygen to the nutrients in the 
storage tank.

“Hydroponics is efficient,” 
Burnsides said. “It takes less water 
than growing plants in soil. In dry 
areas, it’s a big plus. The other 
place it shines is if you’re trying to 
grow in an area with poor soil.”

Hydroponic systems generally 
need grow lights and heat when 
used indoors, according to 
Burnsides. He advises doing a 
search of the internet for resources. 
There are many how-to articles 
and videos as well as materials and 
kits to buy.

Though he grows inside 
– especially to start seeds or for 
cuttings of things like fuchsias, 
rhododendrons, coleus and 
hydrangeas – Burnsides suggests 
starting with a floating raft or NFT 

system outdoors. Be sure to give 
plants eight hours of sunlight and 
use shade cloth with 30 percent 
screening during the hottest part 
of the year and frost cloth for 
freeze and bug protection.

“It’s nice to set one up next to 
the kitchen,” he said. “You can 
harvest salad or stir-fry for dinner 
right out your back door. You 
don’t get any fresher than that.”

For most plants, Burnsides 
uses a fertilizer formulated for 
tomatoes, which is premixed 
with the correct amount of micro 
and macro nutrients. He adds it 
to the water and replenishes as 
plants take it up. Lettuce grown 
hydroponically is ready to harvest 
in 30 days rather than the 60-day 
cycle it takes when grown in soil. 
There’s also the benefit of no 
weeds, fewer diseases and pests 
and the need for less space. Of 
course, there’s always the best 
reason to grow vegetables in any 
kind of medium: the quality of the 
produce.

“You wind up with the ultimate, 
freshest veggies,” he said. “The 
flavor and crispness and quality 
of what you can grow is better 
than what you find in the store. 
And to see the growth stages and 
know you were part of that is 
rewarding.”

Gossip?

Or facts?

McKenzie River Reflections

Choose

CLEARING THE CLUTTER
“Mom, you need to go through 

all the stuff you’ve been saving for 
years and get rid of what you don’t 
need.” Then she added, “And that 
includes Grandma’s stuff, too.”

“Not my memorabilia!” I 
exclaim.

Then I recall the mounds off 
“stuff”, or treasures to my mom, 
that I had to sort through when, 
due to her decline into Alzheimer’s 
after my dad’s death, she could no 
longer live alone. Much of it now 
resides at our home, and many 
items I’m reluctant to toss it out, 
too. 

Then I read recently, one 
woman’s thoughts about 
cherishing the memories of your 
life and your ancestry. This is 
what the “stuff” we collect and 
save is all about...those stories 
and memories connected with it, 
as well as stories our parents told 
us.

My daughter has become 
interested in the memorabilia and 
stories about our family-cooking 
heritage. She’s compiling a family 
cookbook of current and old recipes 
and the information I know about 
them and the people associated 
with our cooking heritage. My 
niece also is encouraging us to 
record this family information.

Old Memorabilia Includes:
* The pink cherry Depression 

glass cake plate my parents 
received as a wedding gift in 1934. 
A friend gave it to them laden with 
chocolate covered cherry candy...
my dad’s favorite.

* The wooden oval bowl in 
which we chopped cabbage and 
other vegetables to make cole 

slaw. Mother also chopped corned 
beef, potatoes and onions in it for 
corned beef hash.

* The Big Apple cookie jar 
my mom received as a gift one 
Christmas. We children enjoyed 
dipping into it for cookie treats.

* Bits and pieces of the 
“Company” dinnerware Mother 
used when we had guests. She 
and Father purchased it after they 
married. I found the receipt for it 
among her papers.

Items like these are treasures 
I’m pleased my daughter and niece 
treasure and want to save.

A Recipe from Mother’s 
Collection:

CORNSTARCH PUDDING 
- This was a basic dessert that 
Mother often served with fruit 
spooned over it or stirred into the 
pudding. When it was made very 
thick, she used it for a cake filling 
or for pie.

Cook over a double boiler, 
stirring frequently, until thickened 
- 1 1/2 quarts milk, 1-cup sugar, 
3 tablespoons cornstarch that have 
been dissolved in 1/4 cup of the 
milk, dash of salt. When thick, add 
1-teaspoon vanilla and let cool. 

One of my aunts often stirred 
in cut up pieces of oranges just 
before serving for an Orange 
Pudding. For cake or pie filling 
use 5 tablespoons cornstarch. 

If you want CHOCOLATE 
PUDDING, add 3 teaspoons cocoa 
to the cornstarch before dissolving 
in milk. 

(c) 2022 Mary Emma Allen
 
(Mary Emma Allen writes from 

her NH home.)

541-517-0730Big or small We Do it All!

Rock Delivery
Excavation

Fill Dirt
Landscape Supplies

Land Clearing
Forestry & Brush Mulching

Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing

Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com

centurytrees@yahoo.com

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott	Woods	

Owner

CCB#183064

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny
By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

STORAGE * WORK SPACE * SHE-SHED * MAN-CAVE * TINY HOME

Garage Package

Deluxe Porch Lofted 

summitstructures-or.com

Call or Visit RUSS
541-870-2461
1401 Mohawk Blvd

Springfield, OR 97477

BUY * RENT-TO-OWN

Customize or Choose From Inventory
Delivered Fully-Built or Built On-Site

Monoslope ‘Designed	For	Your	Life’
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Community Notes
March 14

Business Meeting
McKenzie River Locals helping 

Locals will host another Economic 
Development meeting on 
Monday, March 14th, at McKenzie 
Schoosl at 6 p.m. Information 
will be availble for creating or  
rebuilding, a business. A team of 
“venture catalysts” from RAIN 
(Rural Accelerator & Innovation 
Network) and Jenna Ramirez 
from  Lane County Economic 
Development Dept. will attend. 
The event is open to all community 
members.

March 17
Leaburg Food Pantry

The Leaburg Food Pantry 
is open from 3 to 6 p.m. at the 
McKenzie Bible Fellowship, 
45061 McKenzie Hwy. 

March 21 
McKenzie Fire & Rescue

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting at noon, at the Leaburg 
Training Center,

March 25
McKenzie Food Pantry

The McKenzie River Food Pan-
try will be open from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. in the new gym located on 
the McKenzie School campus.

April 9
Spring Craft Faire

From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. the Vida 
McKenzie Community Center will 
be hosting a Spring Craft Faire at 

the McKenzie Valley Presbyterian 
Church in Walterville. The Center 
is seeking artisans and other indi-
viduals who create art or fashion 
hand-made crafts of all sorts.  In-
terested?  Please contact Tammy 
Pelton at 951-970-0176. 

April 30
Art Show

The McKenzie Artists’ Guild’s 
29th Annual Art Show will be held 
from April 30th to May 1st from  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day.   Local 
artists will be showing their works 
for sale at the Leaburg Fire and 
Training Center, 42870 McKenzie 
Hwy. in Leaburg.   Refreshments 

of coffee, tea and cookies will be 
served.

February - April
Fuels Reduction

McKenzie Fire & Rescue, 
in partnership with Northwest 
Youth Corps, is compiling a list 
of residents within the fire district 
boundaries who are interested in 
participating in a fuels reduction 
program that will occur between 
2/22 and 4/21. 

The primary focus of this pro-
gram will be driveway access and 
30-50’ around the home.

The funds for this program have 
been made available through the 
Senate Bill 762.

For more information, call Mc-
Kenzie Fire & Rescue at 541-896-
3311.

Fill your screen
with McKenzie news

Subscribe to River Reflections’ digital 
edition - 52 issues/year for $3100

rivref2@gmail.com
541-822-3358

Jeremy  Christopher Gabriel 
Sewell was born to Carolyn Ga-
briel and Ralph Sewell on August 
19, 1979 at Lucinia Birth Center 
in Cottage Grove, Oregon.  His 
brother and five sisters were 
among the sizable group present 
that welcomed Jeremy into the 
world.

  On January 21, 2022, at the 
age of 42, Jeremy journeyed be-
yond this life. He is survived by 
his high school love and wife of 
16 years, Angela (Broom) Sewell  
(Their relationship spanning 24 
years.), his daughter Emalyn, and 
son Mason. He felt such pride in 
being their dad.   

Survivors also include his 
mother, Carolyn, brother Kenny 
(Kody), six sisters Betsy(Steve), 
Michele (Gary), Paula (Carl), 
Catherine (Don – RIP), Carolyn 
(Daemon),Sarah, and a large host 
of nephews and nieces , many 
with whom he grew up more 
like a brother.  He is loved and 
missed by many relatives and 
friends.   Jeremy is preceded in 
death by his father Ralph.

Most of Jeremy’s growing up 
was done along the McKenzie 
River, although there were short 

Jeremy Sewell

In
Memory

durations of living in Califor-
nia and Colorado when very 
young.  He graduated from 
McKenzie High School in 1997 
and earned his Associate of 
General Studies degree from 
Lane Community College in 
2002. Over the years, he had 
worked for McKenzie River 
Ranger District, Garth Hamlow 
Construction, Knight Construc-
tion, EWEB, and ODOT. 

Travel was something that 
started early in Jeremy’s life. 
It included a road trip to Maine 
and back, trips to Montana, 
Alaska and Hawaii. His first 
trip abroad was as a teen with 
his mom to Russia. That was 
followed by school trips to Eng-
land, Scotland, and Germany. 

Jeremy’s passion was the 
outdoors. He was a successful 
steelhead and salmon fisher-
man, often offering his catch to 
family and neighbors. He was an 
expert and ethical bow hunter, 
and loved hunting for sheds, of 
which he had amassed a grand 
collection. He had the ability to 
recall the location where most 
were found and often had an ac-
companying story.  He was an 
excellent navigator of rivers in 
both drift boat and raft. Run-
ning the McKenzie, Deschutes, 
and Umpqua was a favorite 
thing that he and his family did 
together.   Jeremy also loved to 
watch sports … always a fan of 
the Ducks and 49ers.  

Jeremy was adventurous, 
funny, dedicated and best re-
membered for his compassion, 
deep love of family, his genu-
ine warmth and all enveloping 
hugs. His hugs can still be felt.

Jeremy is now held in the 
arms of the angels, yet remains 
with all of us forever.

A celebration of life will be 
held Saturday, April 16 from 1 
– 5:00 PM at the EWEB Water 
Board Park in Leaburg, site #4.

For more information, please 
go to:

https://everloved.com/life-
of/jeremy-sewell/

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Bridge Christian Church
56334 McKenzie Hwy, McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

9:30 a.m. Sunday school for all ages
11:00 a.m. Worship Service & Nursery

Need a ride? Call 541-822-3289
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church

Worship is live-streamed, every Sunday at 10:30 am, on the Facebook page for 
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church. Comments on Facebook are appreciated! 
You may also contact the church for prayer requests, to request an emailed or 
earth-mailed bulletin, and other information. Phone or send email to Nancy Ash-
ley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986. We look forward to hearing from 
our neighbors, either from a distance, or someday, in person!

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

CCB# 233925

Committed    to   excellent  
customer  service,  quality 
workmanship, prompt service 
and competitive, affordable 
pricing.

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Contact us today for a
free estimate - 541-688-2787

woodystumpremoval@comcast.net
397 Naismith Blvd Eugene, Or 97404

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L. C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

High school students graduating 
in 2022 or 2023 can take one 
tuition-free course this spring or 
summer from Lane Community 
College to jump-start their college 
education. That’s a $504 savings 
for one four-credit course. 

Courses will be held March 28 to 
June 11 for spring term, and June 
20 to September 10 for summer 
term. Students will receive free 
access to Moodle, tutoring, and 
other important college resources.

“This is a great opportunity for 
eligible high school students,” said 
LCC High School Connections 
advisor Brenda Williams. “Not 
only do students have a chance to 

LCC offers tuition-free course for high 
school juniors and seniors

gain experience and earn college 
credit, they are also getting a 70% 
discount on a course.”

Registration, a Tuition-Waiver 
Request form, and additional steps 
to enroll must be completed by the 
first day of Spring term, March 
28. The Summer term deadline for 
the Tuition-Waiver Request form 
is September 2. 

Since the tuition-free course 
initiative began in summer 
2020, more than 300 high school 
students have used the offer to 
start their college career early, 
saving more than $100,000 in 
combined tuition costs. 

For more information, 
visit https://www.lanecc.edu/
tuitionfreecourse or contact High 
School Connections advisor 
Brenda Williams at williamsb@
lanecc.edu or (541) 463-3443.

a

541-741-7907    38491 McK Hwy, Cedar Flat
Inside & Out Dining & To Go   8 am - 2 pm (Closed Wed)

Patsy’s Stage Stop Restaurant

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB	#50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com



 Thursday, March 10, 2022 McKenzie River Reflections Page 7

Who Wants To Marry
A Millionaire?

I am a “young” 52-year-old 
woman living with a man who is 
very successful in business. He 
is five years my junior, and we 
have a history. We were together 
15 years ago before I walked out. 
Since then he has married and 
divorced, and was involved with 
another woman for four years. He 
says she is now just a friend, but I 
called her and she tells a different 
story. She wants him back.

To add insult to injury, I find 
out he has been in touch with his 
ex-wife who lives an hour away. 
After living together five years, 
he steadfastly refuses to marry 
me, though I have made it quite 
clear that is what I want. I feel 
very insecure! I’ve caught this 
man in lies since the beginning of 
our relationship. I know I should 
leave him because I don’t trust 
him. Never have, really.

You must be asking, “Why do 
you stay?” Well, I love (or loved?) 
him, and have grown accustomed 
to a very nice lifestyle. He has 
plenty of money, I drive a nice car, 
and I lead a life of leisure. After 
years working 9 to 5 in a stressful 
field, I don’t have to work. My job 
is to take care of our big house, 
though my name is not on the 
deed and I am unprotected should 
something happen to him.

As you probably guessed, this 
man can be very charming. And 
he can be awful. He is extremely 
prickly about things I say. He is 
rotten to me emotionally one day, 
then the next acts like nothing 
happened. Or he wants to be 
intimate, as if nothing happened. 
He says I can’t keep up with 
him intellectually. I hate it when 
my intelligence is attacked 
because I know I am pretty “with 
it.” Everything wrong in this 
relationship is supposedly my 
fault.

Still I cannot for the life of me 
muster the courage to leave. I 
know I should, but then I wonder 
what is on the other side of the 
fence? I believe in the meaning 
of dreams, and mine haunt me. I 
dream of catching him with his 
girlfriend. I have been diagnosed 
with clinical depression and take 
an antidepressant. It helps some, 
and I do see a counselor, but I 
need another viewpoint. I need a 
major voice of reason.

Whatever decision I make 
carries a big price tag. If I leave 
I will have to work, pay bills, live 
alone, and begin dating again at 52. 
Countless times I have rehearsed 
what I would say to him about 
leaving. I don’t have much money, 
but I am sure he would help me 
get resettled. I am intelligent, slim 
and attractive, with a good sense 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING              CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Assisted Living

Looking	for	assisted	living,	memory	
care,	 or	 independent	 living?	A	 Place	
for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family.	Call	1-844-923-5005	today!

Coins & Jewelry
Buying	 US	 and	 foreign	 coins,	

currency,	tokens,	gold,	silver,	&	jewelry.	
North	Star	Coin	&	Jewelry,	650	Main	
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Dental Insurance
DENTAL	 INSURANCE	 from	

Physicians	 Mutual	 Insurance	
Company.	 Coverage	 for	 350	 plus	
procedures.	 Real	 dental	 insurance	
-	 NOT	 just	 a	 discount	 plan.	 Do	 not	
wait!	Call	now!	Get	your	FREE	Dental	
Information	 Kit	 with	 all	 the	 details!	
1-855-683-0634	 www.dental50plus.
com/river	#6258

Free
Rocks	 -	 landscape	 boulders	 &	

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All	you	can	load	yourself	free	-	loaded	
&	delivered	 for	a	small	 fee.	541-896-
3000	(best	time	a.m.)	FI-j15.nc

Gutters
Eliminate	 gutter	 cleaning	 forever!	

LeafFilter,	the	most	advanced	debris-
blocking	gutter	protection.	Schedule	a	
FREE	LeafFilter	estimate	 today.	15%	
off	Entire	Purchase.	10%	Senior	&	Mil-
itary	Discounts.	Call	1-866-387-0730

Let’s Get Started!
Overwhelmed	 with	 things	 the	 kids	

don’t	want?	Pare	down	unused	items	
for	improved	well-being	&	safety.	Call	
Patty	Starr	 -	 Licensed,	Bonded	&	 In-
sured.	541-896-1569,	

e z 2 d o w n s i z e @ g m a i l . c o m	
PSyr/1/21.

Life Screening
Stroke	and	Cardiovascular	disease	

are	 leading	causes	of	death,	accord-
ing	 to	 the	 American	 Heart	 Associa-

tion.	 Screenings	 can	 provide	 peace	
of	 mind	 or	 early	 detection!	 Contact	
Life	Line	Screening	to	schedule	your	
screening.	Special	offer	-	5	screenings	
for	just	$149.	Call	1-855-993-5276

Medical Alert
MobileHelp,	America’s	Premier	Mo-

bile	 Medical	 Alert	 System.	 Whether	
You’re	Home	or	Away.	For	Safety	and	
Peace	 of	 Mind.	 No	 Long	 Term	 Con-
tracts!	 Free	 Brochure!	 Call	Today!	 1-
866-996-0952

Personal
The	Leaburg	Sew	&	So’s	will	meet	

again	 on	 Monday	 afternoons	 when	
the	 McKenzie	 Fire	 &	 Rescue	 Center	
re-opens	for	community	activities.	Call	
Sara	at	541-896-3059	for	more	infor-
mation.	

If	 you	 want	 to	 drink,	 that’s	 your	
business.	 If	 you	 want	 to	 stop,	 that’s	
ours.	 AA	 Group	 meets	 Wednesday	
6:00pm-7:00pm	 and	 Sunday	
5:00-6:00pm	 at	 the	 McKenzie	
Valley	 Presbyterian	 Church,	 88393	
Walterville	 Loop,	 a	 block	 from	 the	
Walterville	 Shopping	 Center.	 N/c-sub	
5/15/-5/11/14

Phones
Great	 new	 offer	 from	 AT&T	

Wireless!	 Ask	 how	 to	 get	 the	 new	
iPhone	12	mini	for	as	low	as	$0	with	
trade	in.	While	supplies	last!	CALL	1-
877-500-5954

Piano Lessons
Now	accepting	piano	students	-	Be-

ginners,	 Intermediate	 and	 Advanced	
-	 all	 ages.	 Professional	 jazz	 pianist,	
classically	trained	with	years	of	teach-
ing	 experience.	 Located	 in	 Leaburg.	
Please	 call	 or	 text	 408.391.3477	 or	
email;	 kimberly@liquidsister.com.	
http://www.liquidsister.com	 SKP-
8/16ruc

Portable Oxygen
Portable	 Oxygen	 Concentrator	

May	 Be	 Covered	 by	 Medicare!	
Reclaim	 independence	 and	 mobility	

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirchell

with	 the	 compact	 design	 and	 long-
lasting	 battery	 of	 Inogen	 One.	 Free	
information	 kit!	 Call	 833-980-0385.	
Call	1-877-244-0346

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The	 Leaburg	 Sew	 and	 So’s	 meet	

every	 Monday	 from	 noon	 to	 4	 pm..	
If	 you	 are	 interested	 in	 joining	 us,	
call	Sara	at	(541)	896-3059	for	more	
information. S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Satellite TV
DIRECTV	 for	 $69.99/mo	 for	 12	

months	with	CHOICE	Package.	Watch	
your	favorite	live	sports,	news	&	enter-
tainment	anywhere.	One	year	of	HBO	
Max	FREE.	Directv	is	#1	in	Customer	
Satisfaction	(JD	Power	&	Assoc.)	Call	
for	 more	 details!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	1-844-808-7532

DISH	 Network.	 $59.99	 for	 190	
Channels!	 Blazing	 Fast	 Internet,	
$19.99/mo.	(where	available.)	Switch	
&	 Get	 a	 FREE	 $100	Visa	 Gift	 Card.	
FREE	Voice	Remote.	FREE	HD	DVR.	
FREE	 Streaming	 on	 ALL	 Devices.	
Call	today!	1-855-984-8961

Services
Natures	 Friend	 Beautifying	 Co.	

Property/rental	 cleanup,	 restoration,	
tree	work,	blackberry	&	ivy	destruction,	
pressure	 washing,	 Int/ext.	 painting,	
furniture	refurbishing.	Free	appliance	

Continued From Page 3

Sheriff’s
Report

By Kwame Dawes
Marwa Helal’s poem is anchored 

by a line of aspiration and effort, “I 
am trying to tell you something”, 
a line, in other words, that might 
easily be the mantra of all poets. In 
“generation of feeling”, she seems 
to say that poetry, language, and 
words, arranged and rearranged, 
alter, change the universe. These 
lines should be reassuring even 
when we are bewildered and 
alarmed by the strange violence 
of the first stanza’s image: bones, 
fires, and the pains of growing. 
She invites us to keep rearranging 
words to achieve hopeful meaning. 
Sometimes this is what poetry 
aspires to.

generation of feeling
By Marwa Helal

these growing pains though
this good will hunting
we
fallen twigs
look like bones
waiting to be lit

i am trying to tell you something 
about how
rearranging words
rearranges the universe

We do not accept unsolicited 
manuscripts. American Life 
in Poetry is made possible by 
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher 
of Poetry magazine. It is also 

American Life
in Poetry

supported by the Department 
of English at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem 
copyright ©2019 by Marwa 
Helal, “generation of feeling” 
from Invasive species (Nightboat 
Books, 2019.) Poem reprinted by 
permission of the author and the 
publisher. Introduction copyright 
©2022 by The Poetry Foundation. 
The introduction’s author, Kwame 
Dawes, is George W. Holmes 
Professor of English and Glenna 
Luschei Editor of Prairie Schooner 
at the University of Nebraska.

American Life in Poetry is made 
possible by The Poetry Foundation 
(www.poetryfoundation.org), 
publisher of Poetry magazine. It is 
also supported by the Department 
of English at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copyright 
©2020 by Khaled Mattawa, 
“PSALM FOR ARRIVAL” 
from Fugitive Atlas (Greywolf 
Press, 2020.) Poem reprinted by 
permission of the author and the 
publisher. Introduction copyright 
©2022 by The Poetry Foundation. 
The introduction’s author, Kwame 
Dawes, is George W. Holmes 
Professor of English and Glenna 
Luschei Editor of Prairie Schooner 
at the University of Nebraska. 

removal.	 Call	 Scottish	 541-913-8477.	
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Got	 a	 hole	 in	 your	 wall?	 Give	 me	
a	call!	The	Wall	Doctor	 -	Serving	 the	
McKenzie	 River	 area.	 541-735-2317.	
p-s15-n3

Standby Generator
GENERAC	 Standby	 Generators	

provide	 backup	 power	 during	 utility	
power	 outages,	 so	 your	 home	 and	
family	stay	safe	and	comfortable.	Pre-
pare	now.	Free	7-year	extended	war-
ranty	 ($695	 value!).	 Request	 a	 free	
quote	today!	Call	for	additional	terms	
and	conditions.	1-888-803-1316

TV
DIRECTV	 NOW.	 No	 Satellite	

Needed.	 $40/month.	 65	 	 Channels.	
Stream	 Breaking	 News,	 Live	 Events,	
Sports	 &	 On	 Demand	 Titles.	 No	
Annual	 Contract.	 No	 Commitment.	
CALL	1-855-690-3970

Directv	 Stream	 -	The	 Best	 of	 Live	
&	 On-Demand	 On	 All	 Your	 Favorite	
Screens.	 CHOICE	 Package,	 $84.99/
mo	 for	 12months.	 Stream	 on	 20	
devices	 at	 once	 in	 your	 home.	 HBO	
Max	 FREE	 for	 1	 yr	 (w/CHOICE	
Package	 or	 higher.)	 Call	 for	 more	
details	 today!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	IVS	1-877-649-5547

This Space
For Rent

rivref2@gmail.
com

541-822-3358

of humor. Did I forget to mention 
I am a writer of sorts? If you could 
give me some thoughts, it would 
be appreciated.

Daria

Daria, why do you think this is 
a life of leisure? Your life is out 
of your control. You’re competing 
with other women for the title 
of “Mrs.” in a contest without 
rules. No one knows when the 
competition will end, at any time 
there may be new contestants, 
and the judge has already said 
you won’t win. It’s time to stop 
competing for a bogus prize and 
begin working for a future of your 
own design.

There is no decision to make. 
You tried to secure your position 
and failed. No wonder you are 
stressed, depressed, and have bad 
dreams. Tomorrow you could be 
told to leave. Do you understand 
why you mentioned you want 
to write? It is because you want 
to have your say with your life. 
While you stay with him, you 
can’t. When you leave, you can. 
You surrendered self-respect for 
money, a car, and a big house. 
Give them back and regain your 
self-respect.

Wayne & Tamara

Wayne & Tamara are also 
the authors of The Friendship 
Solution, Making Friends and 
Dropping Frenemies, available 
from Amazon, Apple and most 
booksellers.

Ski Report
March 8, 2021

The Hoodoo Ski Area reported 
on Tuesday that no new snow 
fell overnight, leaving the base at 
50 inches. Temperatures were 27 
degrees mid-mountain and 33 at the 
base with WNW winds averaging 
33 mph. For more information call 
541-822-3337.

Mt. Bachelor reported tempera-
tures of 28 degrees at the base 
and 23 degrees at mid-mountain 
on Tuesday. No new snow fell 
overnight, leaving the snowpack 
at 68 inches at mid-mountain. On 
Monday morning the day was 
starting out with dark clouds and 
temperatures expecting to rise to 
the low 30’s, along with increased 
winds. 12 out of 15 lifts were 
open, along with 106 of the 121 
trails. For more information call 
541-382-7888.

March 10 - The Lot Whitcomb 
was the first steam-powered boat 
built on the lower Willamette 
River. She measured 160 feet in 
length, had two side wheels and 
was launched at Milwaukie in 
1850. She was built for comfort 
and speed – had luxury cabins 
and could make 12 knots an hour 
– and was used on the Willamette-
Portland-Astoria route. Because 
of her power she was often called 
upon to tow sailing vessels up 
the Columbia River. In 1854 she 
was sold to the California Steam 
Navigation Company and passed 
from Oregon history.

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

tions - 92200 blk, Murdoch St. A 
caller reported that a neighbor was 
speeding up and down the road 
while yelling and screaming.  The 
vehicle was described as a silver 
Honda Accord missing the front 
bumper.

March 7: 7:20 a.m: Civil 
Service - 38500 blk, Wendling 
Rd.

7:33 a.m: Civil Service - 38400 
blk, Wendling Rd.

8:27 a.m: Illegal Dump – 
McGowan Creek Rd. Mp. 3.5.

9:48 a.m: Civil Problem - Blue 
River area.

12:54: p.m: Illegal Dump -  
McK. View Mp. 1.

2:14 p.m: Vehicle In Ditch - 
Marcola Rd. & Paschelke Rd.

3:11 p.m: Assist Outside 
Agency - Blue River area.

3:24 p.m: Civil Problem - Blue 
River area.

Comments as reported may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County Sher-
iffs Office.
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no greenhorn, knew immediately 
what was going on and opened up 
the throttle wide — risking a high-
speed derailment because he knew 
there were men with guns waiting 
in the bushes. He won the bet. The 
cow catcher cleared the junk and 
the train disappeared around the 
next bend as the four disappointed 
bandits watched, coughing on its 
coal smoke.

The gang’s end
Oregon was getting too hot for 

comfort, so the gang moved up 
to the Washington Territory and 
pulled a string of heists up there 
— successfully knocking over 
banks in Wenatchee and Roslyn 
and nearly getting caught and shot 
trying to rob a circus. But then 
Matt’s sister-in-law came to stay 
with them, and, convinced their 
lifestyle wasn’t good for her sister 
(Matt’s wife), ratted them all out. 
Matt and George were arrested, 
and their lawyer got them sprung 
but then cleaned out their entire 
stash — $41,000.

After that, the gang decided the 

Northwest was too hot for them, 
and they headed to Colorado — 
for one last bank job, on Sept. 3, 
1893, in Delta. 

During this heist, one of the 
boys murdered the teller. Alerted 
by the gunfire, the town started 
rallying, by the time the robbers 
left the bank, the local hardware 

Continued From Page 4

store owner was ready for them 
with his .44 Sharps rifle. As they 
galloped out of town, he picked 
off Bill (in our “Bonanza” reboot, 
that’s Hoss) and his son Fred. Both 
were dead before they hit the dirt.

The others got away. But after 
that disaster, the McCartys never 
rode again.

Baker	County	Library
The Blue Mountain mining town of Cornucopia, where George McCarty’s 
mining claim was located. 

“Bonanza” meets “Unforgiven” (Sources: Kelly, Charles. The 
Outlaw Trail: A History of Butch 
Cassidy and his Wild Bunch. 
Lincoln, Neb.: UN Press, 1938; 
w w w. r o c k i n c h e r o k e e . c o m /
TheWildBunch.htm; Yuskavitch, 
Jim. Outlaw Tales of Oregon. 
Guilford, Conn.: TwoDot, 2012)

Finn J.D. John is an instructor 
at Oregon State University and the 
author of “Wicked Portland,” a book 
about the dark side of Oregon’s 
metropolis in the 1890s. He 
produces a daily podcast, reading 
archives from this column, at ofor.

us/p . To contact him or suggest 
a topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com, 
@OffbeatOregon (on Twitter), or 
541-357-2222.

People will be vacationing ....
.... and heading up the River

Let them know your business is here!

With an a digital/print ad in the ‘22 Traveler’s Guide!
rivref2@gmail.com


