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Delayed forest Beefing up water protection
Board shows support for $3.95 million boost
fees go into effect
New Cascade Wilderness permits
The Willamette and Deschutes
National Forests announced last
week that the two forests will
move forward with implementing
the Central Cascades Wilderness
Permit System this year. The initial
implementation of the permit system was delayed last year because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Beginning on Friday, May 28th,
and ending on Friday, September
24th, day-use permits for 2021 will
be required for 19 out of 79 trails
in the Mt. Jefferson, Mt. Washington, and Three Sisters wilderness
areas. During the same period,
overnight-use permits will be required for all trails in those same
three wilderness areas. There are
some exceptions for PCT hikers,
volunteers, and hunters. More information about the permits can
be found here: https://go.usa.gov/
xsrZF
Reservations for the permits
will open at 7 a.m. on April 6th, at
www.Recreation.gov. The Forest
Service encourages everyone to
“go online, don’t stand in line.”
Under the new system 40% full

season overnight permits will be
available on April 6th, followed by
the other 60% on a 7-day rolling
window.
20-50% of a trailhead’s full season day use permits will be also
be available on April 6th. 50-80%
of a trailhead’s permits will then
become available on a 7-day rolling window to allow for people to
take more spontaneous trips, according to officials.
Reservations can also be made
by calling 1-877-444-6777. Individuals can also get permits at
Willamette and Deschutes National Forest offices. Due to COVID, National Forest offices may
be closed to the public. People
should call the office ahead of
time to make sure it is open.
Processing fees will be applied
to permits regardless of how they
are reserved. Day-use permits will
be charged $1 per permit per person. Overnight-use permits will
be charged $6 per trip. Overnight
permits can include up to 12 people for a trip of up to 14 days.

EWEB

With initial measures to protect critical streambanks from erosion completed, the Eugene Water & Electric Board
is planning to move ahead with a five-year recovery plan for fire stricken sections of the McKenzie Valley.
EUGENE: Karl Morgenstern
had some good news when he
reported to the Eugene Water &
Electric Board on February 2nd.
“The impacts were not as great
as we originally thought, given
the conditions we were facing,”
the utility’s watershed restoration
manager said.
EWEB has been monitoring
water quality because of concerns
that storm runoff from the

Holiday Farm Fire would contain
increased quantities of metals,
nutrients, solids bacteria and
carbon, Morgenstern said. “Even
though we were seeing upticks
during storms they are well below
any health based criteria.”
During EWEB’s initial response efforts, $1 million had
been allocated to not only assess
damages but also to design and
install debris and erosion control

measures.
During the meeting, the utility’s
staff outlined their request for an
additional $3.95 million as an
amendment to the upcoming 2021
budget.
Some $2.25 million of that
money would be spent on what
had been identified as high risk
concerns. They included ways to
reduce erosion in badly burned
Water protection - Page 2

Community Center readies a rebuild
Public plan showing at Open House a success

USFS

Wildfire Relief Fund
helps OR recovery
By Eric Tegethoff
Oregon News Service
The 2020 wildfires devastated
Oregon communities, burning
more than a million acres and destroying homes.
Grants from the AARP Foundation are helping some Oregonians
get back on their feet.
Noreen Dunnells, president and
CEO of the United Way of Lane
County, which received one of the
grants, said the September fires
displaced 1,200 people in the community and the blazes were unpredictable, taking some houses and
leaving others intact.

“There’s a lot of people who
are grieving and there’s survivors’
guilt for those who didn’t lose
their property, or lost part of it but
Wildfire Relief Fund - Page 2
This rendering shows how the 1,750 square foot Vida McKenzie Community Center building could look when
reconstructed on the same footprint it occupied on Thomson Lane in Vida.

ODOT

Labor Day fires in Oregon displaced thousands of people across
te state.

By Gerry Aster
The cold and rain didn’t deter
the steady stream of locals from
visiting the McKenzie River
Discovery Center to attend Vida
McKenzie Community Center’s
Open House. The event officially
kicked off fundraising for the re-

building of the VMCC, destroyed
in the Holiday Farm Fire. Attendees were heartwarmingly generous with donations, questions,
suggestions and offers of help.
Architect Jesse Elliot was on
hand to discuss the building design and listened intently to what

people had to say. As a result,
some changes will be made to the
plans reflecting this input.
If you missed the February 13th
Open House, don’t worry. The
next Open House will be held at
the Discovery Center on March
13th from 1 to 4 p.m.
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Water protection
Continued From Page 1

zones like around Gate and
Quartz creeks as well as the Finn
Rock area. Also targeted, the staff
said, will be efforts to incentivize
“smarter building along the
river.”
A second phase of the proposal
calls for restoration of the
floodplain to spread out flows,
while causing sediment to drop
out and absorb carbon. That
would has an estimated cost of
$1.55 million.
The third, and smallest part of
the plan, would address strategic
planning for around $15,000.
The staff report referenced
EWEB’s 10-Year Strategic Plan
that showed customers continue
to identify the utility “providing a
clean and reliable drinking water
source” as their top concern.
One large issue to overcome in
restoration efforts, Morgenstern
said, was an expected shortage of
seedlings over the next three to
four years. He suggested the utility
should pursue gaining control of
large tracts, “that we could then
reforest and turn into conservation
zones” through either acquisition
or conservation easements.
That approach made sense to
board member John Brown who
said he was all for acquiring
some of the at-risk properties

and maybe, “Throwing a deed
restriction on it or just selling it
to the adjacent owner and saying
they can keep it for open space but
they can’t improve it.”
Brown thought the utility could
probably come up with some
creative ways, “To acquire real
estate by finding opportunities to
help people financially and the
community and the watershed.”
Overall, Brown said he would
support a proposal that could,
“Take 10 or 20 septic tanks away
from that river.....once they’re
rebuilt they’re there for 50 or 100
years.”
Other board members also said
they would back the proposed
budget amendment, with none
dissenting. No decisions were
made on the amendment, which
will expected to be on next
month’s agenda.
EWEB general manager Frank
Lawson said a proposed surcharge
on water customer could average
$3 per month and be in effect
for the next three to five years.
Extending it any longer, Lawson
said, would involve going through
the rate change process.
“We will be back in June
regardless with the long term
financial plan and its impacts
going forward,” Lawson said.

Wildfire Relief Fund
Continued From Page 1
still are living upriver,” Dunnells
observed. “It’s had a profound effect on individuals and families
living in that community.”
Dunnells emphasized her organization has pivoted toward
helping local people community
rebuild.
The
AARP
Foundation’s
Wildfire Relief Fund has given
$100,000 to the Center for Nonprofit Legal Services in Jackson
County, and $50,000 each to the
United Ways of Jackson County
and Lane County.
Bandana Shrestha, director of
community engagement for AARP
Oregon, said seniors were hit hard
by the fires.
“Older adults and people with
disabilities are disproportionately impacted by disasters, and
the wildfires were no exception,”
Shrestha explained. “We’ve heard
so many stories about how older
adults, for instance, in the city of
Talent and Phoenix were displaced

because of the fires.”
In Jackson County, more than
1,000 people were displaced and
mobile homes, apartment complexes, subdivisions and a senior
assisted-living facility burned
down.
The United Way of Jackson
County’s first round of applications for relief helped more than
800 families, with nearly $2 million in grants.
Dee Anne Everson, executive director for the group, said
they’ve received donations from
all 50 states and five countries.
“The devastation we suffered
has been remarkable,” Everson acknowledged. “And in direct conjunction with that, the generosity
has been equally remarkable.”
The AARP Foundation raised
$1 million to help communities
respond to disasters in 2020 across
the country.

Letters to the Editor
Letters To The Editor should contain no
more than 250 words.
All letters must be
signed and include
an address and phone
number. Addresses
and phone numbers
will not be published

upon request. Deadline for submission is Monday at 5
pm.

Friday 2/19

McKenzie Valley
Rain

75% chance precip

High: 46 Low: 39

Santiam Pass
Snow

70% chance precip
High: 32 Low - 24

Saturday 2/20

McKenzie Valley
Showers

55% chance precip

High: 47 Low: 43

Santiam Pass
Snow Showers

50% chance precip

High: 31 Low: 28

Eagles Are Great,
We’re Going To State!
To many of us in the McKenzie
River Valley, this exclamation had
become a frequent and somewhat
anticipated rally cry following
several of our high school sports
seasons. Although our McKenzie
High School Eagle teams have
fallen on tougher times recently,
even prior to the Co-Vid 19
outbreak and the Holiday Farm
Fire, many are the memories of
hard fought athletic battles and
road trips all around the Great
State of Oregon.
What became the norm, however,
was not at all the case in the earlier
years of our school. Indeed, since
McKenzie High School opened its
first doors for business in 1941, the
Eagles have won five team State
Championships. The first and only
baseball State crown (A-2) was in
the Spring of 1963, led by Dennis
Baldridge, who went on to play
for the University of Oregon and
in the New York Yankees system.
In the Fall of 1969, McKenzie
Head Coach Wade Thomas
directed his team to an 11-0,
perfect, undefeated finish in the
B State Championships. That is
still the Eagle’s lone Football
Championship Title.
McKenzie brought home the
blue State Championship Cross
Country (A/B) Trophy in both
the 1973 and 1975 seasons. And
most recently, the 2012 Eagle
Girls team, coached by Head
Coach Darin Harbick, captured
the Eagles first, and only, State
Championship in Basketball.
McKenzie has also been
home to a few individual State
Champions. Dave Reese won
the State 2A mile in 1960. Mike
York captured the 1967 A-2 State
Sunday 2/21

McKenzie Valley
Rain

70% chance precip

High: 50 Low: 45

Santiam Pass
Snow

70% chance precip

High: 36 Low: 31

Javelin Championship. Rich Totten
won two State Championship
titles, the only Eagle to hold that
distinction in any sport, the 1974
2A Track and Field 880 yard Title
and the 1975 2A Track and Field
mile Title. Scott Spruill brought
home the 1977 2A Track and
Field 2 mile Championship Title
and the lone Girls Track and Field
Championship was won by Kristie
Peterson (Ringler), the 1983 2A
800 meters Champion.
It wasn’t until twenty years
ago, in fact, before Eagle teams
making State playoff appearances
started becoming something to
hang your hat on. The ice was
broken, somewhat surprisingly,
by the 2001 Boys Basketball
team, coached by rookie Head
Coach Mike Wiley. That team, led
by seniors David Fenley (2001
Trico League Player of the Year,
First Team All Star), Jared Woods
(Trico League Second Team All
Star), Casey Cline (Trico League
Honorable Mention All Star),
Kyle Richardson (Trico League
Honorable Mention All Star), Chad
Andrews, and Ryan Spiro, finished
the Trico League regular season in
second place and then ran through
the Trico League playoffs to
capture the League’s Number One
Seed to the 2001 Oregon State 2A
Basketball Championships, held
in Pendleton, Oregon.

Joining that historic group of
senior players were juniors Chris
Parazoo and Ashley Pearman, and
freshmen Devin Banks, Garrett
Cline, Jacob Egan, and Todd
Richardson. Coach Wiley was
assisted by Cliff Richardson.
The 2001 Boys Basketball team
was the first time McKenzie had
qualified for any State Basketball
Championship playoffs! Coach
Wiley’s team made the long trip
to Pendleton that March, one of
the last 8 2A teams in the State
playing basketball. The Boys of
McKenzie would not win either
of their 2 Pendleton appearances,
but the playoff bug had bitten and
the Eagles would continue to soar
in subsequent seasons.
This Spring marks the twentieth
anniversary of that remarkable
team’s accomplishments. This outstanding group of Eagle studentathletes would set a new bar for
McKenzie athletics for many
years to follow, a bar that would
continue to be raised, putting the
little school from the McKenzie
River Valley, on the map and in
the State record books.
Over the next few weeks, with
March madness truly maddening
now with current events, the 2001
Boys Basketball teams’ season
will be shared and remembered
for their on-court heroics.
Stay tuned.
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WEATHER REPORT

READINGS TAKEN AT THE
US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date
High Low Rain Releases

2/9
2/10
2/11
2/12
2/13
2/14
2/15

55
56
52
55
47
47
51

36
34
36
34
40
43
45

0
0
0.41
3.11
2.06
0.85
1.86

470 cfs
470 cfs
490 cfs
480 cfs
360 cfs
360 cfs
350 cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE
Date High Low
Rain Riverflow

2/9
2/10
2/11
2/12
2/13
2/14
2/15

47
48
49
49
45
47
49

33
29
35
34
35
40
41

0
0
0
0.39
1.23
0.48
0.45

3,380 cfs
3,190 cfs
3,100 cfs
3,220 cfs
7,320 cfs
6,230 cfs
6,630 cfs
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Sheriff’s
Report
Feb. 5: 9:36 a.m: Threat,
Harassment – 42700 block,
McK. Hwy. Report of receiving
threatening messages from a
known person.
10:41 a.m: Criminal Mischief
– 47000 blk, McK. Hwy. Report
of a known person littering on
private property.
8:46
p.m:
Suspicious
Conditions – 47000 blk, McK.
Hwy. Report of items being
thrown onto private property.
Feb. 6: 9:19 p.m: Disturbance,
Dispute – 39600 blk, Wendling
Rd. A verbal dispute between
two family members resulted in
deputies responding to check on
all involved. No crime occurred.
Feb. 8: 1:35 a.m: Disturbance,
Dispute – 8500 blk, Thurston Rd.
Report of a dispute between two
people over ownership of a dog.
8:15 p.m: Threat, Harassment
– 47000 blk, McK. Hwy. Report
of a known person repeatedly
driving by another person’s
house.

McKenzie River Reflections
Feb. 9: 2:09 a.m: Vehicle Stop
- Hwy. 126, Milepost 37.
10:32 a.m: Criminal Mischief
- 48100 blk, Conley Rd. Report
of someone dumping ashes on
another person’s property.
3:01 p.m: Vehicle Stop - Hwy.
126, Mp. 33.
4:24 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 37800 blk, Upper Camp Creek
Rd.
Feb. 10: 10:49 a.m: Suspicious
Conditions - Lat: 44.043613 Long
-122.929645.
12:02
p.m:
Suspicious
Conditions - 47800 blk, McK.
Hwy.
12:02 p.m: Vandalism Criminal
Mischief - 48100 blk, Conley Rd.
Follow-up on a report of ashes
being dumped on private property.
2:14 p.m: Suspicious Subject
- 7500 blk, McK. Hwy. Report of
hearing third hand than a man was
lying on the ground near the road.
The man reported looked up at the
third party when they walked by.
3:20 p.m: Suspicious Conditions
– Cedar Flat Rd. & Mp. 2. Report
of a man and a woman going
through mailboxes in the area.
4:32 p.m: Warrant Service 90000 blk, Sunderman Rd.
10:32 p.m: Alarm - 44800 blk,

...saving stories
from the rising
tide of time.

McK. Hwy.
11:48 p.m: Driving Under
Influence of Intoxicants - Hwy.
126, Mp. 45.
Feb. 11: 9:09 a.m: Citizen
Contact - 91100 blk, Donna Rd.
9:26 a.m: Assist, Follow Up McGowan Creek Mp. .05.
10:40 a.m: Assist, Follow Up 36400 blk, Nadeau Acres Rd.
10:59
a.m:
Suspicious
Conditions - Hwy. 126, Mp. 18.
2:43 p.m: Abandoned Animal
- 59200 blk, N. Belknap Springs
Rd.
3:01 p.m: Citizen Contact 94500 blk, Marcola Rd.
3:19 p.m: Assist Oregon State
Police – McK. Hwy. & Mp. 54.
4:44: p.m: Citizen Contact 94500 blk, Marcola Rd.
8:42 p.m: Warrant Service Hwy. 126, & Mp. 45.
9:01 p.m: Reckless Driving Hwy. 126, Mp. 2.
11:16 p.m: Vehicle Stop - Hwy.
126, Mp. 51.
Feb. 12: 12:38 a.m: Vehicle
Stop - Hwy. 126, Mp. 45.
3:04 a.m: Warrant Service –
Old Mohawk Rd. & Marcola Rd.
9:41 a.m: Theft - 47800 blk,
McK. Hwy. Report of a stolen
camera.
10:02 a.m: Abandoned Animal
- 59200 blk, N. Belknap Springs
Rd.
Continued On Page 8
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State Police
Report
Feb. 11: 15:14: Crash, Injury
– Hwy. 126E, Milepost 19. Vehicle
#1, a blue Toyota, was westbound
when the operator drifted onto the
northern shoulder impacting a road
sign and fog marker. The operator
corrected traveling back onto the
roadway and onto the southern
shoulder striking a tree. The
vehicle then rolled onto its top and
the unrestrained driver sustained
injury and was transported to
McKenzie Willamette. Involved:
17-year-old male from Springfield,
Toyota 4Runner.

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue
Feb. 10: 12:02: 42000 block,
McK. Hwy. Medical, Trauma.
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.
Feb. 11: 11:12: 41000 blk,
McK. Hwy. Public Assist. Lift
Assist Only.
15:11: 91000 blk, McBride
Rd. Medical Response. Patient

Assessed, 1 Transported.
Feb. 13: 11:29: 88000 blk,
Whitsell Ln. Assist Police. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.
20:08: McK. Hwy. Milepost
43. Mutual Aid. Cancelled Prior
To Arrival.
Feb. 15: 12:21: 44000 blk,
McK. Hwy. Medical, Heart.
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

Upper McKenzie
Fire/Rescue
Feb. 11: 15:09: Medical –
91000 block, McBride Rd. Male,
Conscious, Breathing.
15:10: Motor Vehicle Accident
– 57000 blk, McK. Hwy. Single
vehicle rollover, driver thrown
from vehicle.
Feb. 13: 19:14: Medical
– 59000 blk, N. Belknap Springs
Rd. Female unconscious.
20:05: MVA – 52000 blk, McK.
Hwy. Vehicle was hit by boulder
that came off side of hill.
Feb. 14: 17:13: Medical
– 52000 blk, McK. Hwy. Male,
Conscious, Breathing.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

From July 5, 1991 edition of McKenzie River Reflections

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker

Top Producer at
Windermere Real Estate since 2010*

541-915-0807
nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

* based on Winderemere’s annual Top Producers List

To download fully functioning 8-page digital files,
with accessible text and images go to: http://alturl.
com/9yb9n

We have over 30 years experience specializing in McKenzie Real Estate.
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance
with all your real estate needs.
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Coos Bay shipwreck became
scene of drunken looting party

Continued From Last Week
By Finn J.D. John
“At one o’clock it is reported
there was a regular riot on the
sands,” the article continues (under
an eye-catching sub-headline
reading “HAVE DRUNKEN
RIOT”); “and a hurry call was
sent for the Coast Guard in the
hope that they might be able to
still things.”
One might think this was a
situation that would call for a
response from law enforcement.
The problem was, there was no
law enforcement agency willing
to get involved. The hoped-for
Coast Guard intervention didn’t
happen. The sheriff claimed his
jurisdiction ended at the hightide line. Someone sent a plea
for help to the U.S. Marshals
Service in Portland, and the
marshals claimed they didn’t have
jurisdiction either, and referred the
increasingly frantic merchants to
the state government. The Oregon
State Police did not yet exist, so
there was no help coming from
that quarter either.
So, unmolested by any legitimate
authority, the pirates kept up their
frenzy of plunder and pillage all
the next day, and the next.
As word got around, more
locals came to the scene to join in
the fun.
“At low tide, over on the rocks
could be seen any amount of little
piles of stuff with a woman or child
standing guard,” local resident
C.F. McGeorge told reporters.
“The husband or relatives would
come running up with something
more to add to the heap and then

UO Libraries
A front-page photo spread from the Nov. 3, 1915, issue of the Portland
Daily Journal. Clockwise from top center: Oscar Olsson, third officer on
the Santa Maria; August Lofstedt, her captain; Coos Head as seen from
the beach where the wreck happened; Annie M. Tierney of Portland, one of
the surviving passengers; a map showing the path taken by the steamer
and the spot where she wrecked; and the ship itself, under way, in happier
days.
dash back to the wreck for more.”
By the third day of the spree,
the looters had their pillaging
methods down to an applied
science: “In getting the stuff off
yesterday, the pirates were using
ropes,” the Times reporter wrote.
“One would stand on the beach
with one end of the rope and the
partner aboard would tie it to a
package and heave it overboard.

The one on the beach would pull it
in. About 200 such teams and lines
were working.”
Things in the hold were jumbled
and everything was covered with
seawater and fuel oil, and by the
fourth day of the looting spree the
pickings were getting slim. So
one of the looters set a charge of
dynamite, hoping to blow a hole
in the hull through which more

Thursday, February 18, 2021
goodies might be extracted.
This did not work — the
dynamite didn’t go off — so
instead, the next day, someone just
lit the ship on fire, and it spent the
next couple days belching flames
and smoke at the sky while the
pirates lurked in the woods nearby,
waiting for it to cool down enough
to resume operations. It burned
all the way down to the high-tide
waterline.
Meanwhile, legitimate salvage
operators sent by the ship’s
owners to consider buying parts
of it shook their heads in disbelief
and left to tell the ship’s owners
“no, thank you.”
When the fire had finally burned
itself out, the pirates found to their
dismay and consternation that,
rather than burning off the top of
the ship to reveal the loot beneath,
they’d simply caused all the heavy
spars and timbers to collapse down
on top of the hull, covering the
cargo holds with an impenetrable
jumble of charred wood.
Almost none of the cargo
was accessible now — certainly
nothing of any value. Plus, by now
all the whiskey had been carried
off or guzzled on scene.
And so, the biggest and most
outrageous
larceny-fueled
drunken beach party in the history
of Oregon, if not of the entire West
Coast, faded quietly out as the
erstwhile pirates drifted home to
nurse hangovers and arrange their
water-damaged booty around their
hearths to dry.
For a few days afterward,
looters could be seen openly
swapping their booty from the
backs of wagons and automobiles.
One who’d come away with a case
of Shinola shoe polish might trade
a couple cans with another who
had a case of ammonia cleaner or
ketchup.
As for the business owners, they

WE’RE HERE TO HELP

R. H. Builder
General Contractor
CCB# 203705

541-554-7630
Patsy’s Stage Stop
restaurant
Orders to go

Great breakfast lunch and dinner specials.

Call 541-741-7907
NOW OPEN 8 AM - 2 PM

38491 McKenzie Hwy, Cedar Flat

Complete Well Pump Systems
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks
New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems

541-896-0453

Water Systems & Filtration
CCB #50234

Commitment to Excellence
www.mckenzievalleypump.com

REMODELING
NEW CONSTRUCTION
PROJECT MANAGEMENT
DECKS/FENCING
SHOPS/STEEL BUILDINGS

SITE PREPARATION
ROADS/DRIVEWAYS
LAND MULCHING
GRADING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS/UTIITIES
DEQ# 39131
Rotexcavation.com

Gary Lee

541-999-7280

CCB #231238
Rotexexcavation@gmail.com

Explore PNW Backstories
Join Rick & Kathy Dancer
as they introduce you to The
Backstories of the Pacific
Northwest”
The people, the places, the
food, the recreation and the
heart and soul of rural Oregon.

Where To Watch

Facebook @Exploregonbackstores
Instagram pnw_backstories
Youtube PNW Backstories
Email: Rick@rickdancer.com

This Space For Rent
rivref@wildblue.net FAX 541-663-4550

By Slim Randles

One of the problems Marvin
Pincus discovered about running
the Fly Tying Love Center here in
the valley is that there appeared
to be more fly tying than love
counseling going on.
This particular morning he was
whipping up a nice fluffy Adams
dry on a number 12 and wishing
everyone’s love problems were
as easy to solve as tying one of
these. He takes silent pride in
being a pioneer in this field of
combining fly tying and romance
solutions, but that doesn’t mean
he couldn’t quietly hope for his
neighbors to have more love
problems. His advice had worked
well with Dewey (a lead-wirewrapped wooly bugger leading to
the suggestion he showers before
he asks a girl out on a date), and
with Randy Jones (a pheasanttail nymph and a Parmachene
Belle sending him on his way to
girlfriend happiness with Katie
Burchell). But there were others
out there. There had to be others.
The counselors who just sit
there taking notes managed to find
any number of unhappy potential
love victims.
“Marjorie,” Marvin said over
coffee, “maybe if I offered an
incentive, you know? Some little
extra that would bring them in for
advice?”
“Like what, Honey?”
“Maybe taking some flies that I
tied for them and making earrings
out of them?”
“The men around here don’t
really take to wearing earrings.”
“I mean, for the women … you
know. Women are the emotional
ones who need love advice the
most. Everyone knows that.”
“How many clients have you
had so far?”
“Well, two.”
“Both of them were …?”
“Men, true. But I’m not sure
what I could offer the guys except
the flies themselves to use to go
fishing.”
“That sounds good.”
“And the earrings?”
“We could get you some of
those fasteners for the earrings,
and it would probably be a good
idea to cut the points and barbs off
them. And I could wear a pair just
to start the neighbor ladies talking
about it.”
“Good idea! I’ll tie you up a few
right now.”
“In that case,” Marjorie told her
husband, “I’ve got the ladies club
luncheon today and I planned to
wear the red outfit…”
“Royal Coachman streamers on
number fours! Honey, you’re the
best.”
------------Brought to you by Strange
Tales of Alaska, by Slim Randles
for those fireplace nights.
Available at Amazon.com.
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Gardening
Tips
By Kym Pokorny

With the right care,
asparagus beds
will last decades
Growing asparagus requires patience – from planting to harvest
takes two to three years, but the
wait is well worth the reward.
Homegrown asparagus is one of
the earliest vegetables of spring. Its
quality is much better than storebought spears, and it’s less expensive. Once established, this vegetable easy to grow. And asparagus
is beautiful. A member of the lily
family, its fern-like foliage turns
from green to gold in fall, and can
be a backdrop to chrysanthemums
or other late-season flowers.
Oregon State University Extension Service horticulturists say
preparing an asparagus bed properly will reward you for decades.
Asparagus is a hardy perennial
and should be planted as soon as
the soil can be properly prepared
in the spring. Usually asparagus
is started from 1-year-old plants,
rather than from seed. The plants
you purchase in early spring are
dormant crowns (no leaves) and
look like an octopus, with long
fleshy roots extending from the
crown. Avoid buying crowns that
are dried out or have rotten areas.
If you can’t plant the crowns right
away, keep them cool and moist
until you are able to get them in
the ground.
Choose a site for the asparagus in full sun. Foliage will reach
a height of 5 to 6 feet during the
summer so place your asparagus bed where it won’t shade out

smaller plants. Good soil preparation is a key to success. It’s important to dig deeply to remove weeds
and amend the soil with plenty of
organic matter. Asparagus will not
grow well in heavy, poorly drained
soils and doesn’t compete well
with weeds. Prepare the growing
site to a depth of at least 12 inches
and add a general slow-release fertilizer, Check the pH with a do-ityourself test from a garden center
or a laboratory, and add lime if you
soil is acidic.
Plant your asparagus crowns
into the prepared bed about three
to four weeks before the last frost
date. After amending the soil, dig
a trench about 6 inches deep, place
the crowns at the bottom of the
trench about 12 inches apart. Place
the bud pointing up, spread the
roots and cover the crowns with
2 inches of the soil from the bed.
As the spears lengthen through the
spring, fill in the trench with soil,
leaving the tips exposed. Keep the

soil moisture consistent through
the first year so the asparagus
crowns can get established.
Starting from seed is less common but can be a less expensive
way to make an asparagus bed.
It will take an extra year (four
rather than three) for seed-started
asparagus to reach a harvestable
stage. For information on growing
seeds, we have a video, as well as
an article. You can search the OSU
Extension publications catalog or
news feed for more resources.
Do not harvest the spears the
first spring of planting. They
should be left to form “ferns,”
which provide food for the plant.
The second spring after planting,
a few shoots can be harvested, but
only for a week or two. Leave the
rest to feed developing roots. The
third spring and thereafter, harvest
spears until mid-June, then allow
the fern to grow and keep the root
crown healthy.
Asparagus should be fertilized
in the spring as spears emerge and
again right after the last harvest in
June for older plantings.
To harvest, grasp 5- to 8-inchlong spears at the base and bend
Gardening Tips - Page 8
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By Mary Emma Allen

THE ART
OF “THANK YOU”
Discussion with a friend
evolved into the importance of
thank you notes, something that
seems almost a forgotten courtesy
these days. If anyone thinks to
write a thank you note, it’s often a
cryptic text or email. Many don’t
even think to do this.
The discussion brought back
memories of childhood when we
children sat around the dining table
the day after Christmas, birthdays,
and other occasions when we
received gifts or benefited from a
kind deed..
Mother always insisted we write
“thank you” notes. I may not have
seen the value then, although we
did come from a family of letter
writers. However, now I’m glad
Mother desired to teach this
courtesy.
Writing Notes Anywhere
I also recall sitting in my
grandmother’s kitchen writing
letters and thank you notes with
her when I visited. Every Sunday
and Wednesday evenings, Nanny
wrote letters to her two children
living in other towns. She also
penned notes to friends, including
those she needed to thank for
some kindness.
Our farmhouse kitchen table
became the spot for letter writing,
craft projects, homework, reading,
and chatting over a cup of tea. So
naturally, when I think of thank
you notes, these occasions often
come to mind, although I’ve
learned from a friend that you can
write these notes anywhere.

From her, I’ve acquired the
habit of keeping postcards and
note cards with me so I can jot a
note on the spot instead of waiting
and then forgetting. She always
has these in her planner or purse.
My son-in-law was a great thank
you note writer and encouraged
his children to do the same.
Making Thank You Notes
Thank you notes can be a fun
cardmaking project with your
children or grandchildren, as well
as one teaching the “art of thank
you”.
* Use scrapbooking supplies
and adorn some heavier paper or
card stock in various ways.
* Do you have stamping supplies
on hand? Your youngsters might
like to use these when making
notes, as well as birthday and get
well cards.
* Colored paper and crayons
or colored pencils also suffice
for creating attractive cards and
notes. Perhaps you have pens
with gold and silver ink for use,
too. Youngsters love to draw and
write with these.
Thank You Note Snacks
RAISIN NUT NUMBLES
- Boil 2 cups of raisins in 1 cup
water for 5 minutes. Cool and stir
in 1 teaspoon baking soda.
Cream 1 cup shortening and 2
cups sugar; add 3 eggs, 1 teaspoon
vanilla and stir into the raisin
mixture. Mix well.
Sift together 4 cups flour,
1 teaspoon baking powder, 1
teaspoon nutmeg, 1 teaspoon
cinnamon, 1 teaspoon salt; add to
other ingredients. Fold in 1 cup
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Community Notes

CenturyLink Update
“We have restored the Blue
River central office and fiber that
enables all service in the area,” according to Tre Hendricks, Director
of Government Affairs for CenturyLink/Lumen. “We are beginning reconnection customers who
remain out of service in the Blue
River area – there were approximately 50 and almost half of those
were restored last week.”
Hendriks said several cable cuts
were, “Due to other utility and
road clearing activities in the last
two weeks, which has slightly delayed our efforts. Once the Blue
River customers are done, we will
begin moving the customers in
McKenzie Bridge who are currently served by the temporary
radio service onto the new network.”
He estimes the transition will
take several weeks, “As the process is a manual one and, for High
Speed Internet, may require a new
modem due to upgrades to the network.”

Cascade Relief Team

On Friday, February. 19th, a volunteer cleanup effort will begin
in Blue River to help people who
lost their homes in the Holiday
Farm Fire. The work will replicate
successful volunteer cleanup efforts that the Cascade Relief Team
helped start in Otis Orgon.
Volunteers are needed with with

heavy equipment and chain saws,
as well as boots on the ground for
helping bag and sift ash.
The work will involve cutting
and removing several tons of steel
and a high amount of green waste
that has been burned. Fire waste
will be properly bagged for legal
disposal.
The operation will continue
through weekend and again on future dates as long as resources are
available. Although all labor and
most of the meals are being donated, there are out-of-pocket expenses, such as equipment rentals
and dump fees. Proper disposal
of asbestos-positive ash can cost
more than a thousand dollars per
bin.
Organizers are encouraging
community members to get involved whatever way they can from donating, volunteering or a
combination of both.
The Cascade Relief Team is a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization
dedicated to helping people and
animals who have been victims
of a natural disaster. For more information: marc@cascaderelief.
org or http://www.CascadeRelief.
Org.

Relief Centers change

Emergency relief center locations will be closing over the next
few weeks, but the assistance provided will still remain available to
residents through other distribu-
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tion channels.
The Blue River Center at the
McKenzie Community School,
has closed.
The Rainbow Relief Center at
the Upper McKenzie Community
Center in Rainbow. Its hours are:
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m, Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is closed
on Thursday & Friday. The Rainbow Center will close on Tuesday,
March 12th.
The Vida Relief Center, at the
McKenzie River Discovery Center, on Leaburg Lake, is open from
10 am to 4 pm on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. It is closed on
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday. It’s last day of operation:
will be Saturday, February 27th. It
will remain open as an information center for the community.
Starting on March 2nd there
will be a weekly food distribution
every Tuesday organized by the
McKenzie River Food Pantry in
Blue River. The McKenzie Bible
Fellowship will continue to run
its monthly food pantry on the 3rd
Tuesday of every month, and there
are discussions about offering a
weekly pantry.
The Vida Relief center is no
longer taking donations, but the
relief center at Rainbow is currently accepting donations of limited items like good quality tarps,
batteries, flashlights, headlamps,
cleaning supplies and cat food and
litter
People donating non-food items

Committed
to excellent
customer service, quality
workmanship, prompt service
and competitive, affordable
pricing.
Contact us today for a
free estimate - 541-688-2787
woodystumpremoval@comcast.net
397 Naismith Blvd Eugene, Or 97404

CCB# 233925

Strube Flats, below Cougar
Reservoir, isno longer be accepting organic yard debris from McKenzie River residents for disposal. This service was temporary
in nature and was set up to benefit
community cleanup efforts after
the Holiday Farm Fire.
“Free organic debris disposal
was a service to the community
that was a small cost to residents
and partners with a big benefit to
those affected by the fire,” said
McKenzie River District Ranger
Darren Cross. “We are starting the
process of chipping the debris and
staging additional danger trees
from the Oregon Department of
Transportation’s (ODOT) phase
two cleanup of Highway 126.”
The Strube Flats area has multiple piles and large log decks.
Large log volumes are anticipated
to arrive and depart daily with a
lot of heavy equipment traffic.
People are asked to avoid the
1900-410 Road and the Strube
Flats area.

Little Eagles
is reconnecting

The Littlest Eagles’ early
childhood family meet-up will
be Zooming from 10 -10:30a.
m. each Wednesday, The sessions will includew a half hour of
games, verses and songs, sharing
and dancing. This is geared towards families from the McKenzie community with children under 6 years old, though everyone
is invited. If you know a child
would feel supported by seeing
you “there,” please come. People
are welcome you to jump on or off
according to their family’s needs.
Zoom Link: shorturl.at/ghxFH

For more than a year, the McKenzie School district has been
working to assess and identify
campus needs through inspec-

tions, assessments as well as community input. After the fire, the
needs of the community may have
changed.
Over the next two months, virtual public meetings will be held
to prioritize needs for the campus
and listen for ideas that have not
yet been identified.
If a bond was to pass in an upcoming election, the district wants
to make sure it is making the
most of taxpayer dollars as well
as available Oregon School Capital Improvement Matching grant
funds. Public input will help focus
those efforts.
The first of three virtual zoom
meetings wa held at 6 p.m. on
January 19th. The other two are set
for February 1st and February 15th,
same time.
Families can check their email
for the link or go to the school
website.

MEF Wildfire
Relief Fund

The McKenzie Education
Foundation (MEF) is a small
non-profit group dedicated to inspiring learning and enhancing
educational opportunities in the
McKenzie School District #68
and the McKenzie Community
School. Recently the group has
received generous donations to
assist students and whose lives
have been disrupted by the Holiday Farm Wildfire.
If you are the parent or guardian of a student who is currently
enrolled in the McKenzie School,
you can apply for up to $200 to
support the student’s learning.
To apply, send your name, phone
number, the name of the student(s)
who are enrolled, a few sentences
about how you will use the money, and the amount you need to
mckedfound@gmail.com.
Donations are still being accepted at MEF, PO Box 274, Blue
River, OR 97413 or online at
www.mckedfound.org.
If you
like the mission of MEF and want
to learn more, please contact them
at mckedfound@gmail.com

Has your business made
the McKenzie Connection?

541-517-0730 We Do it All!

An Invitation
to Worship

Debris dump over

McKenzie Schools
future plans

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Rock Delivery
Excavation
Fill Dirt
Landscape Supplies
Land Clearing
Forestry & Brush Mulching

Big or small

are encouraged to send them to St.
Vincent de Paul’s. For more information please contact contact
Madison Kleiner at 541.514.6309

Your ads with River Reflections can reach
readers in both the print and online worlds

Living Water Family Fellowship
52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
Just east of Blue River 541-822-3820

Sunday: 9:30 am - Sunday School for all ages
10:30 am - Worship Service & Children’s Church

6:00 pm - Bible Studies and Youth

Thurs. 6 pm - Celebrate Recovery (12-Step Program)

Catholic Church

St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge
Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am;
web page: sblodge.opwest.org

McKenzie Bridge Christian Church
56334 McKenzie Hwy, McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413
9:30 a.m. Sunday school for all ages
11:00 a.m. Worship Service & Nursery
Need a ride? Call 541-822-3289
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church

Worship is live-streamed, every Sunday at 10:30 am, on the Facebook page for
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church. Comments on Facebook are appreciated!
You may also contact the church for prayer requests, to request an emailed or
earth-mailed bulletin, and other information. Phone or send email to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986. We look forward to hearing from
our neighbors, either from a distance, or someday, in person!
Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

1,800 people read our print
publication every week*
& 230 more read it digitally
*based on industry readership surveys

Get connected today!
Contact Dan Purkey @ 503-953-5764
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Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirchell

Coming of Age
I am 18. Since I was a little
child, my mother promised she
would pay for my education if I
went to college. She emphatically
said this when I was in high school.
That is one reason I focused on
extracurricular activities.
I knew she had large savings,
and because she promised my
education, I did not think much
about money. But when the time
came, she refused to help. Instead,
she sent the money back to China
so her brother could buy a new
apartment.
I was furious.
She said it was no big deal, and
I should apply for a student loan.
I cried and she just let me cry. I
applied for the loan because I had
no choice, but I was heartbroken.
I was also desperate.
In high school we did not have
to worry about tuition, so I did not
know what to do. This was totally
new to me.
I have never been close to my
mother, but I never thought she
would do something like this.
Emotionally, something died
between us. Now I don’t even
want to see her at home. I would
love to move out, but financially it
is not possible.
My mother took advantage of
my innocence. I was young and
did not know what’s up with the
world. Now it seems she has set
out to destroy me.
Deep down, I also fear her. There
is so much I don’t know about the

world, and maybe I will be tricked
again. I have one thought. If my
own mother can do this, then who
can I trust? Who am I to the rest of
humanity?
Sometimes when I sit close to
people on the bus, I feel scared.
In the middle of the night I wake
up furious, then the tears start
coming. I cry and cry and cry
until I go back to sleep. What am I
supposed to do with my feelings?
Grace
Grace, when Alice was in
Wonderland she fought to keep
her wits about her. You must do
the same.
Your mom threw you down the
rabbit hole, leaving you in a world
of inside out and upside down.
Alice escaped by waking up. That
is your escape as well.
You have two problems. The
first is financing your college
education; the second is learning
how to manage your mother. We’ll
talk about the first one first.
Focus on your main goal,
which is to graduate from college.
Sit down with a financial aid
person at school and determine
the amount of money you need,
the economies you can make,
and the scholarships or grants
that are available. Add the total
amount and consider part-time
employment, especially jobs that
come with tuition reimbursement.
Also think about taking fewer
classes, if that is needed.
With the assistance of people
who have the expertise to help you,

explore all possibilities. Come up
with a realistic financial plan and
focus on that. And get a personal
bank account your mother cannot
access.
That’s part one. The second
part is learning how to manage
your mother.
She pulled the rug out from
under you at the eleventh hour. If
you believe she did that to keep
you in her household and under
her control, keep your plans and
finances as secret as possible.
You must be careful and clever,
because you don’t have another
place to go. You don’t want to be
homeless on top of this, and your
mother may be capable of even
harsher, unexpected surprises.
A tie has been broken. It left
you in the lurch, and it told you
that you don’t matter. Like any
betrayal, it left you wondering
what else about the world is not
true.
But your mother is one person.
You cannot allow yourself to
paint the world with the brush of
one person. The world is full of
people. We believe most of them
are good and care about others.
S.L.A. Marshall, as army
general and military historian
knew many soldiers. He believed
that the majority of soldiers shot
over the heads of the enemy.
It didn’t matter that they were
soldiers. Their humanity said,
“That is another person, and I do
not want to take their life.”
Don’t let your mother color the
rest of your life. Don’t let your
mother make the rest of the world
into your enemy.
Wayne & Tamara
write:
Directanswers@
WayneAndTamara.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Coins & Jewelry
Buying US and foreign coins,
currency, tokens, gold, silver, & jewelry.
North Star Coin & Jewelry, 612 Main
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-1/14
Clear the Clutter
Overwhelmed with things the kids
don’t want? Pare down unused items
for improved well-being & safety. Call
Patty Starr - Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 541-556-1452,
ez2downsize@gmail.com
PSyr/1/21.
For Sale
Refrigerator (white) clean and
works great. $100. 541-521-5069
Smb2/11ruc
Free
Rocks - landscape boulders &
tree fill material. All sizes, shapes &
colors - from fist to refrigerator size.
All you can load yourself free - loaded
& delivered for a small fee. 541-8963000 (best time a.m.) FI-j15.nc
Help Wanted:
The McKenzie School District is
now hiring bus drivers. Visit our web
www.mckenziesd.org explore jobs.
541-822-3338 B j14-28.
Personal
The Leaburg Sew & So’s will meet
again on Monday afternoons when
the McKenzie Fire & Rescue Center
re-opens for community activities. Call
Sara at 541-896-3059 for more information.
If you want to drink, that’s your
business. If you want to stop, that’s
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday
6:00pm-7:00pm
and
Sunday
5:00-6:00pm at the McKenzie
Valley Presbyterian Church, 88393
Walterville Loop, a block from the
Walterville Shopping Center. N/c-sub

5/15/-5/11/14
Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students - Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced
- all ages. Professional jazz pianist,
classically trained with years of teaching experience. Located in Leaburg.
Please call or text 408.391.3477 or
email;
kimberly@liquidsister.com.
http://www.liquidsister.com
SKP8/16ruc
Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Sew and So’s meet every
Monday (except holidays) at the
McKenzie Fire & Rescue Training
Center from noon to 4pm. Come join
us. Call Sara at 541-896-3059 for
more information. S=JS-2/25/10ruc

emergencies? Call Ron 541-915-9131
BRSM23-30
THE WALL DOCTOR
Got a hole in your wall? Give me a
call! Serving the McKenzie River area.
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3
Natures Friend Beautifying Co.
Property/rental cleanup, restoration,
tree work, blackberry & ivy destruction,
pressure washing, Int/ext. painting,
furniture refurbishing. Free appliance
removal. Call Scottish 541-913-8477.
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14
Have splitter, will travel. Split logs
at your place or the woods. 541-5201394. Mike. SFB ruc

Real Estate

Emergency?
Call 911

Services
MOWING – Retired gentleman
looking to subsidize income. Have
zero turn mower with trailer. Also push
mower with edger. Can mow up to
an acre depending on terrain. From
Leaburg Dam to Cedar Flat, Deerhorn
Road as well. ALSO WELDING –
Need something welded? weekends,
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American Life
in Poetry
Beginning writers often tell me
their real lives aren’t interesting
enough to write about, but the
mere act of shaping a poem lifts its
subject matter above the ordinary.
Here’s Natasha Trethewey, who
served two terms as U. S. Poet
Laureate, illustrating just what
I’ve described. It’s from her book
Domestic Work, from Graywolf
Press. Trethewey lives in Illinois.
Editor’s Note: This column (605)
is a reprint from the American
Life in Poetry archive as we bid
farewell to Ted Kooser, and work
to finalize the new website and
forthcoming columns curated by
Kwame Dawes.
Housekeeping
We mourn the broken things, chair
legs
wrenched from their seats, chipped
plates,
the threadbare clothes. We work
the magic
of glue, drive the nails, mend the
holes.
We save what we can, melt small
pieces
of soap, gather fallen pecans, keep
neck bones
for soup. Beating rugs against the
house,
we watch dust, lit like stars,
spreading
across the yard. Late afternoon, we
draw
the blinds to cool the rooms, drive
the bugs
out. My mother irons, singing, lost
in reverie.
I mark the pages of a mail-order
catalog,
listen for passing cars. All day we
watch
for the mail, some news from a
distant place.
We do not accept unsolicited
manuscripts.
American
Life
in Poetry is made possible by
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher
of Poetry magazine. It is also
supported by the Department
of English at the University of
Nebraska, Lincoln. It is also
supported by the Department
of English at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copyright
©2000 by Natasha Trethewey,
“Housekeeping,” from Domestic
Work, (Graywolf Press, 2000).
Poem reprinted by permission
of Natasha Trethewey and the
publisher. Introduction copyright
@2021 by The Poetry Foundation.
The introduction’s author, Ted
Kooser, served as United States
Poet Laureate Consultant in
Poetry to the Library of Congress
from 2004-2006.

A Moment
in Oregon
History
By Rick Steber (www.ricksteber.com)
February 18 - From the
snowfields on the north face of
Mt. Hood, a river runs cold and
swift, emptying into the Columbia.
At first the river was given the
unromantic name of Dog River
because the members of an early
wagon train had become stranded
here, and to subsist, were forced to
eat dog meat. Nathaniel and Mary
Coe built a house along the river
in 1853 and Mary refused to honor
Dog River as the family’s mailing
address. As a result of her refusal
the name was changed, and since
1856, has been known as Hood
River.

Sheriff’s
Report
Continued From Page 3
10:24
a.m:
Criminal
Mistreatment - Waltervill. Report
of abuse from several months ago
believed to have occurred in the
McKenzie River area. Deputies
are investigating.
11:29 a.m: Welfare Check 91600 blk, Alma Dr.
2:10 p.m: Criminal Trespass 40600 blk, Potter Creek Ln.
2:40 p.m: Narcotics, Drug Info
- 90300 blk, Thomson Ln.
3:28 p.m: Assist, Follow Up Cascade View staging area.
5:52 p.m: Theft - 40700 blk,
Potter Creek Ln.
9:31 p.m: Disorderly Party
- McGowan goat trail. Report of
a party near the McGowan Goat
Trail. A deputy contacted a large
group in the area regarding the
report. No arrests or citations
resulted from the contact.
10:00 p.m: Foot Patrol –
Terwilliger Hot Springs.
Feb.
13:
12:07
a.m:
Disturbance, Dispute - 38400
blk, Shotgun Creek Rd. Report
of a male in a vehicle punching
himself, then slapping a female in
the vehicle.
7:49 a.m: Alarm - 90800 blk,
La Lone Rd.
10:53 a.m: Assault - 88600 blk,
Whitsell Ln. Report of a dispute
between a male and a female.
The female was transported to
the hospital for evaluation and
the male, identified as 45-yearold Thomas Renfrow of Eugene,
was arrested and lodged at the
Lane County Jail for the following
charges: two counts of Assault in
the fourth degree and one count of
Violation of a Restraining Order.
5:46 p.m: Suspicious Conditions
- 38400 blk, Wendling Rd.
7:20 p.m: Threat, Harassment
- 47800 blk, McK. Hwy. Report
of someone dumping garbage on
someone else’s property.
Feb. 14: 12:01 a.m: Reckless
Driving - Hwy. 126, Mp. 39.
12:58 a.m: Medical Info Call 90900 blk, Marcola Rd.
10:09 a.m: Illegal Dump –
McGowan Creek Rd., Mp. 2.
4:36 p.m: Suspicious Conditions
– Vida area.
4:37 p.m: Blocked Driveway 41300 blk, McK. Hwy.
4:42 p.m: Foot Patrol - Lat:
44.225171 Long: -122.80954.
5:30 p.m: Vandalism, Criminal
Mischief - 38400 blk, Shotgun
Creek Rd.
5:32 p.m: Vehicle Stop - Hwy.
126, Mp. 8.
7:24 p.m: Suspicious Conditions
- 42800 blk, McK. Hwy.
8:00 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 47800 blk, McK. Hwy.
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Looting party
Continued From Page 4

were simply out of luck. The riot
effectively absolved the shipping
line of any responsibility for the
cargo — or so their attorneys
argued; and the merchants decided
it wasn’t worth wasting their time
litigating, so they gave it up and
took the loss.
It wasn’t just the money,
though, for them. Remember,
these were the leading citizens
of Marshfield and North Bend,
and their community image was
taking a beating in the regional
and national press. The story of
the army of hundreds of local
looters descending on the wreck
of the Santa Clara like vultures
on a carcass had been interesting
enough to catch every newspaper
editor’s eye, and the story
had gotten national press. The
businessmen were not taking any
chances on their town acquiring a
reputation for the kind of drunken,
larcenous lawlessness that they’d
seen on the beach a few weeks
earlier.
So they absorbed their losses
stoically, and when offered
the opportunity to prosecute a
particularly egregious looter (he
had stolen several wagon loads
of their goods out of a neighbor’s
barn, where they had staged it for
transport back to town) they said
no.

The great Coos Bay looting
party, they said, had been in the
newspapers enough. Now it was
time to get busy pretending it had
never happened.
As for Captain Lofstedt, he had
plenty of reason to wish it had
never happened as well. In the
subsequent hearing, his master’s
license was revoked. The board
ruled that he had put the ship to
sea despite knowing the steering
engines were too small to force
the rudder to turn if something
went wrong in the gears. As a
justification, this makes little
sense; then, as now, it seemed
more likely the penalty was really
for ordering lifeboats launched and
rowed through the heavy breakers
when the ship was already safely
beached.
(Sources: Archives of the Coos
Bay Times and Portland Daily
Journal, 03 Nov – 03 Dec 1915;
historicbeaverton.org)
Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon
State University and writes about
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His
book, Heroes and Rascals of Old
Oregon, was recently published
by Ouragan House Publishers.
To contact him or suggest a topic:
finn@offbeatoregon.com or 541357-2222.
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Ski Report
February 16, 2021
The Hoodoo Ski Area reported
on Tuesday that three inches
of new snow fell overnight,
bringing the base to 88 inches.
Temperatures were 25 degrees
mid-mountain and 30 at the base
with gusty West winds averaging
29 mph. For more information
call 541-822-3337.
Mt. Bachelor reported temperatures of 20 degree at the base and
17 degrees at mid-mountain on
Tuesday. Seven inches of new
snow fell overnight, bringing the
snowpack to 104 inches at midmountain. Predictions called for
temperatures in the 20’s during
the afternoon with another five to
nine inches of snow expected to
fall. Ten out of 15 lifts were open,
along with 112 of the 121 trails.
For more information call 541382-7888.

Continued From Page 5
them toward the ground. The
spear will snap where it is free
of fiber. Spears may also be cut
with a knife, but make sure not
to damage the emerging spears.
Quality deteriorates rapidly after
harvest. If you can’t eat your asparagus immediately, refrigerate
or process it.
Information on how to pickle

Over 22 Years of Experience
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

First Responder and Military Discounts

(541) 520-5788
richmonddevelopmentllc@gmail.com
3001 Main Street
Springfield, OR 97478

CCB #226321

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie
Valley
McKENZIE
DISPOSAL L.L. C.

DARIN and CHERI FULLER
Owners

Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott Woods
Owner

Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing
Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal

NOTICE OF ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS
Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, an election
will be held for the purpose of electing Board Members to fill the
following positions and terms, including any vacancy which may
exist, in the Lane County, Oregon Districts as follows:
Note: All positions are Vote for One unless otherwise designated.
McKenzie School District #68
Position 1
4 Year Term
Position 3
4 Year Term
Position 5
4 Year Term

Director
Director
Director

Director
Director

McKenzie Fire & Rescue
Position 2
Position 4

Director
Director
Director

Upper McKenzie RFPD
Position 3
2 Year Unexpired Term
Position 4
4 Year Term
Position 5
4 Year Term

CCB#183064

Businesses that advertise in
McKenzie River Reflections
support local news coverage

asparagus is in the online OSU
publication, PNW 355 “Pickling
Vegetables.”
Asparagus varieties recommended for Oregon by OSU include: Mary Washington, Jersey
Knight, Jersey Giant, UC 157,
Purple Passion, Sweet Purple and
Millennium.

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com
centurytrees@yahoo.com

Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

Director
Director
Director

Blue River Water District
Position 1
Position 2
Position 5

4 Year Term
4 Year Term

4 Year Term
4 Year Term
4 Year Term

Blue River Park and Recreation District
Position 2
4 Year Term
Position 4
4 Year Term
Position 5
2 Year Unexpired Term

Each candidate for an office listed above must file a declaration of
candidacy or petition for nomination for office with Lane County
Elections, 275 West 10th Avenue, Eugene, Oregon, Lane County,
not later than the 61st day before the date of election. The filing
deadline is 5:00 p.m., March 18, 2021.
Dated the 3rd day of February, 2021
Drew Pryor, Program Supervisor
Lane County Elections

Be sure to support our local
businesses & thank them
for advertising!

