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Deputies responded to a residence in the area 
for a reported menacing. Deputies were able to get 
victims out of the residence safely.

Bank “robbed” you
In exchange for having one’s gold tucked away 

safe, the bank actually charged a percentage of all 
deposits.

Briefs...

Road 19 closed - Page 2

Wooden Boat Festival - Page 2

Benefit Concert - Page 2

Study finds wildfires accelerate snowmelt in Western Cascades
By Cristina Rojas 

The Pacific Northwest has seen below-normal snow this season 
— and new research from Portland State University suggests that 
the region’s snowmelt-dependent water resources could face grow-
ing challenges in the years ahead as forest fires and winter rainstorms 
become more frequent.

Researchers in PSU’s Snow Hydrology Lab, led by Kelly Glea-
son, an associate professor of eco-hydro-climatology in the School 
of Earth, Environment & Society, found that snow in burned areas 
of Oregon’s western Cascades melted much faster during midwinter 
rain-on-snow events than snow in nearby unburned areas.

Rain-on-snow events — when warm rain falls on an existing 
snowpack — can trigger rapid melting and increase flood risk down-
stream in just a matter of days. In the Pacific Northwest, that matters 
because mountain snow acts as critical seasonal water storage, re-
filling reservoirs, refreshing municipal and irrigation water supplies, 
producing hydroelectric power and providing habitat during the drier 
summer months. The new study shows that wildfire damage can in-
tensify those impacts, reducing how long snow can hold onto water.

The McKenzie River Ranger District 
reports crews are making progress on the 
construction of a bridge on Forest Ser-
vice Road 19, also known as Aufderheide 
Drive. Bridge beams have been set and a 
failing culvert was removed. The improve-
ments aim to make the road safer and more 
resilient in an area subject to multiple large 
landslides following the 2020 Holiday 
Farm Fire.

The road is closed to all traffic at all 
hours near milepost 55.5 - located approxi-
mately 2.5 miles south of Hwy. 126. Ac-
cess is anticipated to expand to single lane 

Candidates for Lane County commis-
sioner seats took the stage April 13 at 
the Wildish Community Theater, offering 
voters a detailed look at their priorities on 
economic development, public safety, and 
natural resource management.

The forum, hosted by Lookout Eugene 
Springfield, featured races in District 2 
(Springfield area), West Lane County, and 
East Lane County. In the East Lane County 

race, incumbent Commissioner Heather 
Buch faces challengers Jake Pelroy and 
Bob Zybak.

Buch, who lives in Spencer Creek, point-
ed to her rural roots and professional back-
ground in affordable housing and special 
projects with St. Vincent de Paul as key 
qualifications for the role. She highlighted 
more than $27 million secured for recovery 
efforts following the Holiday Farm Fire, 

along with over $1 million in waived per-
mit fees to assist rebuilding efforts. Buch 
also cited the opening of the South Lane 
Health Clinic in Cottage Grove as a signifi-
cant accomplishment during her tenure.

Pelroy, a Marine Corps veteran who 
grew up in Veneta and served three tours 
in Iraq, centered his campaign on con-
cerns with the county’s land management 

Three Candidates, And Questions: What’s Next for East Lane?
Timber, Permits and Patrols: County Commissioner Race Comes Into Focus

Heather Buch Jake Pelroy Bob Zybach

Three Candidates - Page 12

Anglers and wooden boat advocates 
will gather on Saturday  for the 2026 
McKenzie River Drift Boat Festival at the 
Eagle Rock Lodge in Nimrod. 

People planning to bring a boat (but not 
float the river) should arrive early enough 
(approximately 9 a.m.) so your drift boat 
or dory can be courtesy towed from the 
parking area to the riverfront grounds. If 
planning to arrive by the river, schedule to 
arrive by 10 am.

April 25 is also the opening day of fishing 
season and will coincide with the Festival’s 
boat parade, fly-fishing demonstrations, 

Turning Tides Music will present Glen 
Phillips, leader of the iconic Toad the Wet 
Sprocket, on Wednesday, May 13 at 7:30 
pm at Unity of the Valley, 3912 Dillard 
in Eugene. Tickets benefitting Lane Arts 
Council will start at $35 and are available 
at turningtidesmusic.org. 

During his almost 40 years as lead singer 
and a main songwriter, Phillips has helped 
create the Toad the Wet Sprocket’s elegant 

Sage Ebel

Sage Ebel, a PSU doctoral student, at a snow monitoring station 
measuring the impact of forest fires on snowmelt vulnerability in the 
western Oregon Cascades.Wildfires accelerate snowmelt  - Page 11

Help Gone Sideways? State Alleges Misuse of Fire Recovery Funds
Along the McKenzie River, people remember who 

showed up when it mattered.
After the Holiday Farm Fire tore through the valley, help 

came in all shapes and sizes — neighbors with chainsaws, 

The National Guard showed up to protect area homes and 
businesses after the Holiday Farm Fire and their owners were 
evacuated.  Now a different type of threat has emerged.

volunteers with pickup loads of supplies, and organizations promising to 
lend a hand when the road ahead looked mighty long.

Most of that help did what it was supposed to do.
But now, the State of Oregon says one of those efforts didn’t.
In a civil complaint filed this month, the Attorney General’s office al-

leges that Marcus Brooks, founder and director of the Cascade Relief Team 
(CRT) — a nonprofit formed in the wake of the 2020 wildfires — diverted 
$837,000 away from the very people it was meant to help. 

According to the filing, the CRT received a $100,000 grant to help with 
cleanup work tied to several fires, including the Holiday Farm Fire — the 
one folks here know all too well. 

That kind of work matters out here. Clearing debris, removing hazard 
trees — it’s not glamorous, but it’s the kind of activity that helped this place 
get back on its feet.

The state now says it can’t confirm whether a good slice of that work 
was ever done.

The complaint paints a picture that’s hard to square with the spirit of 
those early recovery days.

Investigators says hundreds of thousands of dollars in charitable funds 
State Alleges Misuse - Page 13

Steve Severin

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/news/boat-festival/9233.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/news/help-gone-sideways-state-alleges-misuse-of-fire-recovery-funds/9231.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/news/three-candidates-and-questions-whats-next-for-east-lane/9232.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/news/study-finds-wildfires-accelerate-snowmelt-in-western-cascades/9230.html


WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Releases
4/14	 53	 42	 0.34	 360 cfs
4/15	 45	 36	 1.42	 360 cfs
4/16	 50	 34	 0.14	 370 cfs
4/17	 62	 30	 0	 370 cfs
4/18	 65	 36	 0	 375 cfs
4/19	 75	 53	   0	 375 cfs
4/20	 74	 69	 0	 390 cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
4/14 	 55	 40	 0.03	 3,700 cfs
4/15	 55	 40	 0.56	 4,120 cfs
4/16	 48	 35	 0.58	 5,400 cfs
4/17	 55	 32	 0.02	 4,790 cfs
4/18	 65	 34	 0	 4,430 cfs
4/19	 74	 45	 0	 4,150 cfs
4/20	 74	 48	 0	 4,120 cfs
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McKenzie Valley
Sunny

5% chance precip
High: 69 Low: 42

McKenzie Valley
Sunny

5% chance precip
High: 71 Low: 43

Santiam Pass
Mostly Sunny

10% chance precip
High: 54 Low: 30

McKenzie Valley
Partly Cloudy

10% chance precip
High: 69 Low: 43

Santiam Pass
Partly Cloudy

20% chance precip
High: 55 Low: 31 
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5% chance precip
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A measure of
independence in 
Oregon’s political 

parties
By Randy Stapilus

Oregon Capitol Chronicle
Just how deep the antipathy 

— in Oregon at least — toward 
both major political parties actu-
ally is, may be tested seriously in 
this year’s elections.

The test may not involve out-
right wins and losses, but the per-
centages will be worth watching.

What’s new is the changed 
electoral strategy of the Indepen-
dent Party of Oregon, the state’s 
third largest with 154,862 regis-
trants. That’s not a huge portion 
of all Oregon voters, well behind 
the Democrats’ 981,358 and the 
Republicans’ 730,080. But con-
sidering that both major parties 
have been declining and trail the 
number of nonaffiliated voters — 
about 1.2 million — you have to 
wonder what the attraction of IPO 
candidates, on the part of disaf-
fected Ds and Rs, might mean.

Up to now in its nearly two de-
cades of existence, the IPO has 
focused on cross-endorsing can-
didates, supporting either Demo-
crats or Republicans who meet 
with the centrist group’s approval. 
In a March 26 statement, the IPO 
noted “In 2022 and 2024, the par-

ty sided heavily with Democratic 
legislators in the Oregon House 
and Senate, helping the Demo-
crats to secure their current ma-
jorities through highly successful 
campaigns in legislative swing 
districts.” How large the IPO’s 
role in that actually was could be 
debated.

This year, though, the IPO 
changes strategy, running its own 
candidates under its own banner. 
Some cross endorsements might 
still be announced this summer, 
but the party described that pros-
pect as: “if any.” 

The party’s focus now is on five 
legislative races, with nominees 
— already named in the party’s 
caucus process – who have some 
local profile or even local political 
success. They’re not complete un-
knowns, as so many minor party 
contenders are. 

The most prominent was the 
first of the group to be nominated, 
in January: Charlie Conrad, who 
as a Republican won the 12th 
House District seat (parts of Lane 
and Linn counties) in 2022, in a 
clearly Republican area. He broke 
with the caucus on transgender 
and abortion issues and lost the 
2024 Republican primary with 
only 17.2% of the vote against 
Darin Harbick, who went on to 
win the general election and now 
is seeking a second term.

So what are Conrad’s chances 
as an Independent? The unknown 

element is the nature of local Re-
publicans, who four years ago did 
vote for him. Do they stick fiercely 
with the party or do enough break 
off, together with non-GOP vot-
ers, to give him a chance? There is 
a Democratic candidate too, Am-
ber Smith. How many votes will 
she get (past elections suggest not 
enough to win) and how many 
might break for Conrad if he looks 
like a serious competitor?

The other IPO contest among 
the five which features an in-
cumbent targets Democratic Rep. 
Susan McLain of Forest Grove, 
most prominent in recent years 
on transportation issues. She is 
well established politically, hav-
ing held her seat since her first 
election in 2014 (and was a Metro 
councilor before that), and was 
unopposed in 2024. This year she 
has a primary challenger, but no 
Republican opponent.

The IPO has nominated Brian 
Schimmel of Forest Grove, a city 
council member there and long 
active in area non-profit groups. 
Absent a Republican contender 
in the fall, and with the conten-
tiousness of transportation finance 

traffic in May, with delays.
Several popular recreation day 

use sites and campgrounds, in-
cluding Terwilliger “Cougar” Hot 
Springs, are inaccessible from 
Hwy. 126; however, access from 
the south side is open through 
Westfir. Please note that the drive 
from Westfir to Terwilliger Hot 
Springs is approximately 100 
miles long round trip with mini-

Plan ahead
Mark your calendars for the 

third annual Disaster Prepared-
ness Fair presented by Upper 
McKenzie Community Center.  
Saturday, May 9, 11 am til 3 pm. 

Join us for a fun and informa-
tive afternoon for the entire fami-
ly and learn useful ideas and ways 
to prepare for emergencies. There 
will be great information from lo-
cal emergency management agen-

cies, communication information, 
awesome raffle items to help sup-
port the UMCC, lots of delicious 
FREE FOOD, giveaways and 
emergency supplies and more.

Help make our community 
resilient and ready by being pre-
pared!

We’ll see you there - 54745 
McKenzie River Drive in Rain-
bow.

McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity Track and 
Field teams travel to St. Paul on 
Thursday, April 23, to participate 
in the Buckaroo Round-Up track 
meet. Field events start at 3:00 
pm and track events begin at 4:00 
pm.

Estacada Boys/Tillamook 
Girls Dominate  North Marion 

Invitational
Eagle Girls Sixth/Boys Ninth
The McKenzie Girls Varsity 

Track and Field team placed sixth 

at the North Marion Invitational, 
held at North Marion High School 
last Saturday, April 18. The Eagles 
earned 33 points on a day that saw 
Class 4A Tillamook dominate the 
meet with 180 points. Taft, a Class 
3A team, finished a distant second 
with 100.5 points, followed by 
Class 4A Estacada, third with 85 
points, Class 3A Dayton, fourth 
with 76.5 points, and Class 2A 
Kennedy, fifth with 68 points.

McKenzie had the highest 
finish for a Class 1A team. Other 
team scores were Veritas 29 pts., 
Scio 25 pts., North Marion 10 
pts., Perrydale 7 pts., Willamette 
Valley Christian 7 pts., Siletz 
Valley 2.5 pts., and Falls City 
0.5 pts. The Estacada Boys team 
easily overcame their opponents, 
scoring 153 points and Tillamook 
finished a distant second at 127.5 
points.

The McKenzie Boys team 
earned 28 points for a ninth place 
finish and as with their Eagle girls 

teammates, were the highest Class 
1A team finish. Scio finished third 
with 60 pts., followed by Gervais 
52.17 pts., Kennedy 49 pts., 
Dayton 45.5 pts., North Marion 
43.33 pts., Taft 39 pts., McKenzie 
28 pts., Veritas 26 pts., Siletz 
Valley 21.5 pts., and Perrydale 
with 9 pts.

Jacob Norlund Improves
PB Javelin Nearly Six Feet

Will Meister Sets New 1500m Pbs
Eagle sophomore Jacob 

Norlund has tacked on nearly 15 
feet to his Personal Best in the 
javelin this season. Norlund threw 
a 131’ 0 mark in his opening 
meet, the Inauguaral Purple Track 
Icebreaker (Elmira) on March 
18. He followed that with a 140’ 
8 mark at the Aaron and Marie 
Jones Invitational on April 11 and 
then set his latest PB, of 146’ 6 
at the North Marion Invitational 
on Saturday, which earned him a 
4th place finish. Vinny Arnold of 

opportunities to meet  local river 
guides and enjoy a great lunch. 

There is no pre-registration or 
fee for showing your boat. The 
Festival will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

mal to no cell service.
For more information, call the 

McKenzie River Ranger Station 
at (541) 822-3381.

folk/pop sound that forged a close 
bond with fans. Alongside his 
work with Toad, he has released 
acclaimed solo albums and col-
laborated on projects ranging 
from Mutual Admiration Society 
(with members of Nickel Creek) 
to the experimental Remote Tree 
Children.

Turning Tides is an all-volun-
teer, 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization promoting world-class 
acoustic music and weekly ecstat-
ic dance. Community building, 
inclusivity, and multi-culturalism 
are among their core values.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/opinion/plan-ahead/9234.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/opinion/a-measure-of-independence-in-oregons-political-parties/9235.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/author/cliff_richardson
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Call, you will get me -not an assis
tan

t

Move To A Place That Moves You

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

Lane County

April 9: 2:07 p.m: Reckless 
Driving 190000 blk, Marcola 
Rd. Report of reckless driving. A 
deputy in the area patrolled for the 
vehicle but did not locate it.

April 10: 9:23 a.m: Burglary 
- 91500 blk, Cougar Dam Rd. 
Report of items stolen from a 
work site in the area.

5:11 p.m: Arrest - 87800 blk, 
Cedar Flat Rd. Deputies responded 
to the address to arrest Keegan 
Mykaela McAlexander-Jentsen, 
25, of Springfield, for a parole 
violation. The person was located 
and arrested.

1:39 a.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
33300 blk, McK. View Dr. A red 
Ford Focus was parked in the area 
for several hours.

April 11: 2:24 p.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 91800 blk, Mill 
Creek Rd. Report by a resident 
with mental health issues.

5:59 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 93100 blk, Marcola Rd. Verbal 
dispute between residents in the 
area.

April 12: 1:33 p.m: Reckless 
Driving - 42800 blk, McK. Hwy.

7:03 p.m: Menacing – 36400 
blk, Camp Creek Rd. Deputies 

responded to a residence in the 
area for a reported menacing. 
Deputies were able to get victims 
out of the residence safely. After 
additional investigation, deputies 
arrested and lodged David Bruce 
Andre, 73, of Springfield, for two 
counts of Menacing.

April 13: 12:14 p.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 87800 blk, Cedar Flat 
Rd. Juvenile-related call.

1:53 p.m: Warrant Service - 
Marcola Rd.

7:50 p.m: Screaming - Paschelke 
Rd.

10:00 p.m: Disabled Vehicle 
– McK. View Dr. & Mp. 2.

April 14: 2:27 a.m: Alarm - 
39200 blk, McK. Hwy.

3:26 a.m: Alarm - 88700 blk, 
Skyhigh Dr.

7:04 a.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
42700 blk, McK. Hwy.

9:02 a.m: Violation of Restrain-
ing Order - 37300 blk, Parsons 
Creek Rd.

12:11 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
38800 blk, McK. Hwy.

12:14 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 87800 blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

1:53 p.m: Dsturbance, Dispute 
- 55600 blk, McK. River Dr.

1:53 p.m: Warrant Service - 
Marcola Rd.

7:50 p.m: Screaming - Paschelke 
Rd. A male was pacing the road in 
the area screaming that he would 
kill someone. Deputies patrolled 

the area.  
10:00 p.m: Disabled Vehicle - 

McK. View Dr. & Milepost 2.
April 15: 3:26 a.m: alarm - 

88700 blk, Skyhigh Dr.
8:19 a.m: Motor Vehicle 

Accident, No Injury - Horse Creek 
Rd.

8:45 a.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
54700 blk, McK. River Dr. Vehicle 
with different license plates parked 
in the area for an extended time. 
Nothing else observed.

1:15 p.m: Water Patrol – 
Bellinger Landing.

April 16: 9:15 a.m: Assist, 
Follow Up - Vida area.

1:51 p.m: Assist Outside 
Agency - 90700 blk, hill Rd.

2:17 p.m: Criminal Mistreatment 
- 41500 blk, McK. Hwy.

3:23 p.m: Elder Abuse - 95100 
blk, Hazel Ln.

5:26 p.m: Criminal Trespass 
- 90100 blk, Greenwood Dr. 
Community Self Report regarding 
a Trespass incident.

6:44 p.m: Recover Stolen 
Vehicle - 37500 blk, Upper Camp 
Creek Rd.

11:45 p.m: Burglary - 90100 
blk, Sunderman Rd. Deputies 
responded to a burglary in 
progress and contacted two 
juvenile suspects. After additional 
investigation, both were arrested.

April 17: 1:11 a.m: Reckless 
Driving - 90700 blk, Hill Rd.

10:05 a.m: Incomplete 911 Call 
- 39600 blk, Howard Rd.

1:04 p.m: Burglary - 44500 
blk, McK. Hwy. Community self 
report regarding a break in to an 
outbuilding.

3:05 p.m: Welfare Check - 
91100 blk, Marcola Rd.

3:16 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Unknown Injury - 
87300 blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

5:36 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 54700 blk, Caddis Ln. Deputies 
responded to a resident who 
reported a person known to them 
was attempting to break in. The 
person fled before deputies arrived 
and was not located.

8:42 p.m: Welfare Check - 
56600 blk, McK. Hwy.

9:36 p.m: Attempt To Locate, 
Drunk Driver - Camp Creek Rd.

9:44 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
90100 blk, Sunderman Rd.

10:09 p.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 39900 blk, McK. 
Hwy. A person with mental 
health issues called in but was 
uncooperative.

10:55 p.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 6300 blk, Thurston 
Rd. A caller reported someone 
screaming behind the middle 
school. Call transferred to 
Springfield Police Department.

April 18: 2:59 a.m: Burglary 
- 92000 blk, Spicer Ln. Deputies 
responded to a report of a 
burglary in progress by an armed 
individual. When they arrived, 
the circumstances did not match 
the report. After additional 
investigation, deputies arrested 
Anthony Allen Victor, 41, of 
Sweet Home, for Initiating a False 
Report. He was also cited on a 
Klamath County Circuit Court 
Warrant.

7:46 a.m: Welfare Check - 
95100 blk, Hazel Ln.

9:58 a.m: Reckless Driving - 
190000 blk, Marcola Rd.

10:07 a.m: Assist, Follow Up - 

April 13: 13:47: 37700 blk, 
Upper Camp Creek Rd. Medical, 
General. Patient Assessed, 1 
Transported.

14:09: 1000 blk, Billings Rd. 
Medical, General. Canceled On 
Scene.

18:29: 41300 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Medical, Trauma. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

April 14: 3:03: 50000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

13:52: 42800 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, Heart Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported.

April 15: 15:13: 88900 blk, 
Bridge St. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

April 16: 19:15: 42800 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Medical, Heart Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

April 17: 15:15: 87300 blk, 
Cedar Flat Rd. Motor Vehicle 
Accident. Non-Blocking, Non-
Injury, Vehicle Flagged.

April 14: 13:59: Medical 
– 55000 block, McK. River Dr. 
Male, Conscious, Breathing.

April 16: 18:08: Medical – 
55000 blk, McK. River Dr. Male, 
Conscious, Breathing.

April 17: 02:36: Medical 
– 57000 blk, N. Bank Rd. Male, 
Conscious, Breathing.

April 18: 10:08: Assist Police 
Dept. 45000 blk, McK. Hwy. Tap 
out for drone from Upper McK. 
Fire.

17:32: Medical - 49000 blk, 
McK. Hwy.. Female, Conscious, 
Breathing.

The Upper McK. Fire 
District’s board of directors will 
hold its monthly meeting at 7 
p.m. on Monday, May 18th, at 
the Blue River Fire Station 2, 
51730 Echo St. in Blue River. 

Continued On Page 13

Continued On Page 9
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By Slim Randles

By Finn J.D. John
The concept of interest pay-

ments is old and universal. Since 
its earliest beginnings, the banking 
industry has followed this simple 
precept: When you deposit money, 
you earn interest on it.

But there was once a bank in 
which that was not how it worked: 
the town bank in Jacksonville, 
Oregon, in the early 1850s.

Jacksonville was a gold-mining 
boom town. It was situated in the 
middle of some of the richest gold 
diggings in history, and the town 
was awash in the yellow stuff. 
There was so much gold sloshing 
around Jacksonville in the early 
years that the local bank soon 
realized there was no need to pay 
anyone interest on it.

Instead, they charged.
That’s right: in exchange for 

having one’s gold tucked away 
safe from marauding bandits and 
night-stalking thieves, the bank 
actually charged a percentage of 
all deposits. It was like a negative 
interest rate. Or, you might think 
of it as the town where the bank 
“robs” you.

But if ever there was a town 
that was truly blasé about gold, 
it was Jacksonville — or Table 
Rock City, as it was then called. 
There was gold everywhere in 
the little frontier town. Gold 
was to Jacksonville what lumber 
would later be to Cottage Grove 
or Valsetz, and salmon to Astoria: 
the most important product, the 
driver of the local economy, but 
nothing much out of the ordinary 
or special.

So, what was out of the ordinary 
and special in Table Rock City? 
Food. In the early months there, 
flour was selling for $1 a pound. 
And ordinary table salt was 
trading straight across, pound for 
pound, with gold dust.

Those prices did come down 
as time went by and outside 
merchants realized the opportunity 
there, but they stayed plenty high. 
Thomas Frazar, arriving in 1852, 
was only able to get 60 cents a 
pound for his wagonload of flour 
— a big discount off of a dollar 
a pound, but still a 500-percent 
markup from the 12 cents a pound 
flour was fetching in Portland at 

the time.
Table Rock City sprang up 

almost overnight in 1851 after 
a freight packer named George 
Frazier (no relation to Thomas 
Frazar) and an unnamed assistant 
stopped by the shores of Jackson 
Creek to camp for the night. Frazier 
was on a run from Scottsburg — 
then a burgeoning seaport situated 
at the head of navigation on the 
Umpqua River, the entry point for 
oceangoing freight coming into 
southern Oregon — to the gold 
fields of Yreka. The California 
Gold Rush was just a few years 
old; it had started in 1848 and 
then exploded the following 
year. Now, in 1851, miners were 
spreading northward into southern 
Oregon, and still finding good 
color seemingly everywhere.

Of course, Frazier and his 
sidekick took a moment before 
settling down for their evening 
meal to dip a pan in Jackson Creek 
and sling some muddy gravel 
around. After all, why not?

Why not, indeed? Chances 
are those freighters got no sleep 
at all that night. By the time the 
sun went down, they knew their 
fortunes were made. Jackson 

Creek was loaded with gold.
The packers promptly staked a 

claim and got to work.
That first half-season, an 

estimated $30,000 worth of gold 
came out of Frazier’s claim — at 
1851 prices, remember, or roughly 
$900,000 in modern money; not 
bad for a few months’ work for 
two guys. It was mostly in the 
form of coarse gold nuggets worth 
$1 to $20 each.

Word soon got out, and within 
a month or two a town had sprung 
into being there by that golden 
creek, and gold was pouring into 
pockets for miles around.

The problem was, one couldn’t 
eat gold. Nobody wanted to go 
into business growing crops when 
fortunes were being washed out 
of the creek. Nobody wanted to 
run a bank, either — guarding the 
deposits, helping customers, and 
all those boring things that took 
up the time one could be spending 
going after the next $30,000 gold 
mine.

So it was no big surprise that 
the people who did those things 
— spent their time hauling 
foodstuffs in from Sacramento 
and Scottsburg, keeping watch 
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over other people’s gold for them, 
pouring drinks in the local saloon, 
stuff like that — valued their time 
and efforts a little differently than 
they might have in another town.

A week spent dragging a 
wagonload of flour over the pass 
was a week not spent raking in 
coarse gold by the pint. That lost 
opportunity would have to be made 
up in the form of high prices.

And oh yes, it was.
By the end of 1852, Table 

Rock City was the biggest town 
in Jackson County, boasting a 
population of about 2,000. Of 
course, as with all boomtowns, the 
good times couldn’t last forever; 
but by now, it was the county seat, 
meaning that even after the gold 
petered out it would remain an 
important place. So unlike places 
like Auburn and Cornucopia, the 
town’s residents built its houses 
and buildings with a future in 
mind.

Soon a colony of Chinese 
miners moved in from California, 
and Jacksonville had the first 
Chinatown in Oregon. The future 
looked bright, and the town 
prospered even as the gold mines 
started their inevitable petering-
out.

Then, in 1884, disaster struck 
— disaster in a sort of miraculous 
form, from a modern historical 
standpoint. The Oregon & 
California Railroad was built 
running through Medford, 
bypassing Jacksonville completely. 
After that, the stagecoaches that 
had regularly thundered through 
the town’s streets no longer came.

Jacksonville businesses started 
moving away, cozying up to the 
railroad line. The town faded, 
and its decline was made official 
in 1927 when the county seat was 
moved to Medford as well.

By the time the Second World 
War was over, Jacksonville 
resembled a ghost town from a 
movie set — full of gorgeous 
old empty buildings surmounted 
by one of the finest old county 
courthouse buildings in the state.

Moreover, possibly because 
so few people now lived there, it 
had never experienced a real fire. 
The town stood as it had in the 
late 1800s, frozen in time and 
preserved by the climate.

In gold-rush Jacksonville the bank ‘robbed’ you

Ben Maxwell/ Salem Public Library
The J-Ville Tavern in downtown Jacksonville, occupying one of the town’s 
historic buildings, as seen in 1961 before restoration.

Dud was especially quiet this 
morning, sitting in his usual seat 
at the philosophy counter of the 
Mule Barn truck stop. He was 
doodling with his napkin and a 
feed store ball-point pen.

Doc looked over to see if he 
could make it out. He couldn’t. 
Bert adjusted his glasses and 
looked over.

“Murder?” said Bert.
“What?”
“You wrote murder on the 

napkin,” Bert said. “Did I say 
something wrong?”

“Naw,” Dud said, blushing a 
bit. “It’s my book, that’s all.”

“Still having trouble trying to 
figure it out?” Doc said, kindly.

“The publishing company 
suggests I outline it first to kinda 
get to know where everything 
goes before rewriting it this time. 
And you know what they said 
about the murders…”

“Eight are too many …” said 
Doc.

“… in the first chapter,” said 
Doc and Bert simultaneously.

“That’s right,” said Dud. “My 
problem is, I can’t figure out who 
to kill first, the duchess or the 
truck driver.”

Bert looked at Doc. “You have 
a duchess and a truck driver?”

“They met at the opera, or 
maybe the truck stop. I’m not sure 
yet,” Dud said. “Now I need to kill 
both of them to make this work, 
you see, but then there are my 
other victims, and some of them 
really need killing pretty bad, but 
I’m going to have to slip those 
murders in a little bit at a time.”

“A duchess and a truck 
driver?”

“Well, yeah,” Dud said, “but 
no one is supposed to know about 
the affair they had back when they 
were both in college, see? And 
then when their daughter shows 
up …”

“The duchess and the truck 
driver have a daughter?”

“Sure. But she doesn’t know 
her dad’s a truck driver until after 
he’s dead, and by then, see, she’s 
on a killing spree… and her half 
brother, the dukelet, he tries to 
get her to join Adult Children of 
Murdered Parents ….”

“Hold it right there!” said Doc. 
“I’ll wait for the book. I don’t 
want you to spoil it for me.”

------
Brought to you by “Sun Dog 

Days,” a novel of crazy cowboys 
by Slim Randles.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/history/in-gold-rush-jacksonville-the-bank-robbed-you/9240.html


   Thursday, April 23, 2026	 McKenzie River Reflections	 Page 5

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny

Grow kiwifruit at home 

By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

Got the downtown rundown?
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uninformed sales people.
Whenever you can, shop at home first. The more you can, the more 

you’ll find our friendly hometown merchants probably had what 
you wanted anyway. Give yourself a break - and the time to enjoy 
life’s simple pleasures ....

Shop at Home, it makes $ense
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If you have a strong trellis, 
a little gumption and a love of 
kiwifruit, you can grow your own. 
Just don’t expect to plant and walk 
away.

Hardy kiwifruit — often called 
kiwiberries — produce grape-size 
fruit with smooth, edible skin and 
a fragrant flavor. Vines are very 
winter hardy, and fruit ripen on 
the vine from mid-September into 
mid-October. You’ll sometimes 
find them at farmers markets and 
some grocery stores in fall.

Kiwifruit need attention to 
reach their potential, said Amanda 
Davis, berry research assistant 
with the Oregon State University 
Extension Service. Proper siting, 
fertilizing, watering and, most 
importantly, cold protection keep 
vines healthy and productive. For 
step-by-step guidance, consult 
OSU Extension’s Growing 

kiwifruit in your home garden.
There are three main types of 

kiwifruit. The fuzzy kiwifruit 
(Actinidia deliciosa) is the kind 
most often sold in grocery stores, 
usually the cultivar ‘Hayward.’ 
Hardy kiwifruit (A. arguta) — 
kiwiberries — and kolomikta or 
arctic kiwifruit (A. kolomikta) 
round out the group. Kolomikta is 
grown more as an ornamental for 
its pink-variegated foliage.

Best all-around choice: Hardy 
kiwifruit are the most reliable for 
home gardens across most regions 
of Oregon, from the Oregon Coast 
to the valleys and into many colder 
inland areas.

Warm-site option only: Fuzzy 
kiwifruit grow best in warmer 
parts of Western Oregon and 
protected coastal microclimates. 
Vines in most other areas can 
suffer winter injury; the golden 

kiwifruit (A. chinensis) is 
generally not recommended for 
Oregon conditions.

Coldest sites: A. kolomikta 
tolerates even colder winters but is 
typically planted for its ornamental 
foliage rather than fruit quality.

Among hardy kiwifruit, look 
for ‘Ananasnaya’ (‘Anna’) with 
jade skin, bright green flesh and a 
pineapple-like flavor, and ‘Ken’s 
Red,’ a New Zealand selection 
with olive-green skin and deep red 
streaks in the flesh.

When to plant
Plant in early spring — as soon 

as the soil can be worked and while 
vines are still dormant. Spring 
planting helps vines establish 
before summer heat and lets you 
watch for late frosts on tender new 
growth.

How fuzzy and hardy
kiwifruit ripen

Fuzzy kiwifruit do not ripen on 
the vine. They are harvested “green 
ripe” in fall and can be stored for 
months at cold temperatures, 
which is why they are available 
year-round in stores. They grow 
best in warmer regions like 
California; vines in most areas of 
Oregon can suffer winter injury.

Hardy kiwifruit (kiwiberries) 
ripen on the vine from mid-
September into mid-October; fruit 
are smooth skinned and bite size.

Protect tender shoots from frost
Kiwifruit break bud early — 

often by late February to early 
March in the Willamette Valley — 
and the young growth is fragile.

“The young shoots and fruit of 
all kiwifruit species are sensitive 
to frost injury,” Davis said. 
“Temperatures of 30°F or less 
for only 30 minutes can severely 
damage newly emerging shoots in 
the late winter through spring.”

Choose a warm, protected site 
and avoid low, frosty pockets. 
When a freeze is forecast at 32°F 
or lower, drape vines with a row 
cover before sunset and remove 
it after temperatures rise above 

‘Ananasnaya’ is a hardy fuzz kiwifruit.

Bernadine Strik

Continued On Page 12

MEMORIES OF CULINARY 
MEMORABILIA

One of my nieces has estab-
lished an online shop of antiques 
and memorabilia. 

 She posts almost daily about 
her new finds. So many of these 
bring back memories of items of 
my childhood and the ensuing 
years. 

 She asks for input about the 
items and it’s enjoyable to remi-
nisce.

Saltshakers, mixing bowls, egg-
beaters, refrigerator dishes, roll-
ing pins, spice tins, and juicers 
may seem rather ordinary kitchen 
items.

However, it’s usually not a 
monetary value that’s important 
(although this could be there), but 
the memories they evoke of fam-
ily occasions.... dining\cooking, 
gift giving.... that can be humor-
ous, nostalgic, or bittersweet.

Green Jadite
When I found a green Jadite 

saltshaker my mom had saved, I 
recalled this set from my child-
hood. These were round, about 
five inches high with a metal 
screw top. Raised ridges decorat-
ed the lower half of each shaker. 
The glass was an opaque milky 
green.

We used them every day and 
didn’t value them as we did the 
gold colored glass ones my grand-
parents received as a 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary gift.

 Those were kept for “compa-
ny.”

However, the Jadite shaker 
brought back memories of meals 
around the farmhouse kitchen 
table. I wondered where to find a 
matching peppershaker and dis-
covered one in an antique shop. 
Then I became curious to learn 
more about these items and found 

the Jeannette Glass Company 
probably made them.

Shower Gift Bowls
I received a set of Fire-King 

green ribbed mixing bowls as a 
wedding shower gift 64 years ago. 
Although actually rather plain to 
look at, they served in our kitchen 
for years. One by one, they got 
broken and now we’re using more 
modern ware.

However, when I see these 
bowls in shops or books of col-
lectibles, I recall that wedding 
shower of kitchen gifts my aunt 
and future mother-in-law planned. 
They took me completely by sur-
prise.

Memories Among the Recipes
CHICKEN DIVAN is a dish my 

family enjoys. My daughter men-
tioned not long ago that someone 
had asked her for the recipe.

Cook 2 small or one large pack-
age broccoli spears until just ten-
der.

Either cook 4 whole chicken 
breasts or use the equivalent of 
leftover cooked chicken cut into 
pieces. Lay broccoli in a 9 x 13-
inch baking dish. Lay chicken 
over broccoli.

Mix together 1 can cream of 
mushroom soup, 1 can cream of 
chicken soup,

1/4 cup grated cheddar cheese, 
1/2-cup sour cream, 1 small can 
mushroom pieces. Pour over 
chicken and broccoli. 

Bake at 350 degrees F. about 45 
minutes, until heated through and 
bubbly.

(For lower calorie meal, use 
low fat soups, cheese, and sour 
cream.)

(c) 2026 Mary Emma Allen, 
me.allen@juno.com

(Mary Emma Allen researches 
and writes from her woodland 
NH home.)

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/garden/grow-kiwifruit-at-home-with-the-right-support-and-frost-protection/9241.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/extras/memories-of-culinary-memorabilia/9242.html
mailto:me.allen@juno.com
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Community Notes

Tuesday
VMCC Senior Center

11 am

Doors at the Vida McKenzie 
Community Center open at 11 am 
at 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida for a 
wonderful opportunity to connect, 
learn, and grow. They include 
socializing, a speaker or activity, 
and lunch (with a suggested dona-
tion of $5).

Wednesday
Upper McKenzie Jiu-Jitsu

7 - 8 pm

No-Gi Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu club at 
the Upper McKenzie Community 
Center, 54745 McKenzie River 
Drive in Rainbow.  For More In-
formation email: uppermckenzie-
jiujitsu@gmail.com

Tuesday
Little Poker League

6 - 9 pm

Public
Watershed Wednesday

9 - 11:30 am
Coburg, Oregon  

Join the McKenzie River Trust 

every Wednesday morning at 
Green Island. Projects vary based 
on the season but typically in-
clude invasive species removal, 
habitat care or planting/tree estab-
lishment. Green Island is a 1,100 
acre preserve.
Wednesday & Thursday

AA meetings

AA meetings are held on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and Sun-
days at 5 p.m. at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
Walterville. plus in Blue River at 
6 p.m. on Thursdays at the clinic 
on Dexter Street.

Thursday
Dog Socialization

Pack Walks
10 am

At the Walterville Pond, meet at 
East end parking lot.  Free weekly, 
For more information: email 
quickslyfox@duck.com

Thursday 
GMRS net

6 pm 

The McKenzie Valley Neighbors 
Radio Group meets at 6:00 pm on 
462.6750 MHz, Tone 100.0 Hz 
(often Radio Memory Channel 28) 
on the Deathball Repeater. Make 
it easy on McKenzie Community 

Communications-supplied radios 
and anything volunteers have 
programmed for you.

Friday
Yoga in Leaburg 

42870 McKenzie Hwy, Every 
Friday at McKenzie Fire & Res-
cue’s Leaburg Training Center, 
from 8 to 9 am..

Friday
SAIL Exercise Program

10 to 11 am.

Vida McKenzie Community 
Center, 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida. 
Join the SAIL program on Fridays 
for instructor-led exercises to 
boost strength, independence, and 
confidence. All ages and abilities 
are welcome.

Saturday
A Dime At A Time

Leaburg Store, 42840 McKen-
zie Hwy, Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting - Saturday 
morning sorting sessions every 
Saturday from 10-noon. Dona-
tions can be dropped off to us at 
Leaburg Store and maybe help us 
bag up the containers.

April 23
Kindergarten Orientation

6 - 7 pm

McKenzie Elementary is pleased 
to invite incoming Kindergarten 
students and their families to 
our Kindergarten Orientation 
at Room 15 at McKenzie River 
Community School, 51187 Blue 
River Dr. Students who will be 5 
years old by September 1, 2026, 
are eligible to attend.

This orientation is an opportun-
ity for families to connect with 
staff, learn more about the 
Kindergarten program, and 
prepare for a successful start to 
the school year.

For additional information, 
contact the elementary office at 
541-822-3315.

April 24
McKenzie River Food 

Pantry
11 am - 1 pm

At the McKenzie Bridge Chris-
tian Church, 56334 McKenzie 
Hwy, McKenzie Bridge.

Free groceries are provided in 
accordance with Oregon Food 
Bank and Food For Lane County 
guidelines for food distribution to 
those in need. 11 am - 1 pm, every 
2nd & 4th Friday.

April 25
Wooden Boat Show

2 - 3 pm

Th Anglers and wooden boat 
advocates will gather on Saturday 
for the 2026 McKenzie River 
Drift Boat Festival at the Eagle 
Rock Lodge in Nimrod. 

People planning to bring a 
boat (but not float the river) 
should arrive early enough 
(approximately 9 a.m.) so your 
drift boat or dory can be courtesy 
towed from the parking area to 
the riverfront grounds. If planning 
to arrive by the river, schedule to 
arrive by 10 am.

April 25 is also the opening day 
of fishing season and will coincide 
with the Festival’s boat parade, 
fly-fishing demonstrations, opp-
ortunities to meet  local river 
guides and enjoy a great lunch. 

There is no pre-registration or 
fee for showing your boat.

April 27
Spfd School Board

7 - 10 pm

The Springfield Public Schools 
is led by a five-member elected 
school board. The Board of 
Directors meets twice during most 
months during the school year. 
Regular business meetings begin 
at 7 p.m. on the second Monday of 
the month. ed, are held in the Board 
Room of the Springfield Public 
Schools Administration Building, 
640 A Street, Springfield. 

April 28
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner 
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, 
unless otherwise noted on the 
published agenda. Regular Board 
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings 
are on an as needed basis

May 1 & 2
Artists’ Guild Show & Sale

10 am - 4 pm

Celebrate May Day with 
members of the McKenzie River 
Artists’ Guild as they celebrate 
their 33nd annual Art Show & 
Sale. Fifteen artists will display 
their original works at the Leaburg 
Fire Training Center, 42870 
McKenzie Highway. Browse 
the wide variety of unique art in 
the mediums of watercolor, oil, 
photography, collage, quilling, 
woodwork, glass/resin, ceramics, 
pottery, textiles, botanical mixed 
media, yard art, and cards.

May 2
Art Talk

2 - 3 pm

The O’Brien Memorial Library, 
51771 Blue River Drive will host 
Roger Canady, Pop Artist. He 

will be sharing his paintings and 
story.  His work will displayed on 
the Gallery Wall until mid June. 
Bring a friend and enjoy some 
light refreshments as you listen to 
Roger’s presentation.

May 5
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner 
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, 
unless otherwise noted on the 
published agenda. Regular Board 
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings 
are on an as needed basis

May 5
Coffee With Locals

10 - 11 am

Come have a cup of coffee with 
the locals (paid for by Locals 
Helping Locals) at the McKen-
zie General Store/Obsidian Grill, 
91837 Taylor Rd, McKenzie 
Bridge. Catch up with your neigh-
bors, discuss how you are doing 
in the fire recovery process, and 
share your successes and strug-
gles. Contact Brenda Hamlow 
with questions: (541) 729-9802

May 5
EWEB Meeting

5:30 - 8 pm

The Eugene Water & Electric 
Board Commissioners will meet 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at EWEB’s 
Roosevelt Operations Center, 
4200 Roosevelt Blvd. in Eugene. 
Customers and the general public 
are welcome and encouraged 
to attend in person or watch a 
live stream of the meeting in 
real-time. An interpreter can be 
provided with 48 hours’ notice 
prior to the meeting. To arrange 
for this service, call 541-685-
7000. Each person will have up 

to three minutes to speak, though 
the Board President may adjust 
speaking time as needed.

May 5
Grange Meeting

7:30 - 8:30 pm

The Walterville Grange #416 
will meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
39259 Camp Creek Road. The 
first two monthly meetings are 
held on the first Tuesday

May 6
BR Water Board

6 - 7 pm

Blue River Water Board 
Monthly Board meeting in the 
O’Brien Memorial Library 
meeting room,, 51771 Blue River 
Dr.

May 8
Second Friday Art Walk

4 - 7:30 pm

2nd Friday Art Walk at 500 
Main Street - Emerald Art Center 
in downtown Springfield.

Weekly Meetings

Have an event
to share? 

Whether you’re hosting a workshop,
performance, or community gathering,

we want to feature it!
Click here or submit your event details 

at tinyurl.com/3j33kkxz

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, in church on Hwy. 
126 just east of Walterville.  You may also make prayer requests, or 
request an emailed or earth-mailed bulletin -- phone or send email 
to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We 
would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

McKenzie Community 
Events Calendar.

https://tockify.com/tkf2/submitEvent/6018c830f46a4c779946c586e53e84c0
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:quickslyfox@duck.com
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS - Phone, Email 
or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday 
@ 5pm rivref2@gmail.com FAX 

541-663-4550 Non-subscriber Rates: 
35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per is-

sue. All ads must be paid in advance.

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

Wrong Example

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING      CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING     CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Bath Tubs

Safe Step. North America¬ís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-459-4942

Coins & Jewelry
Buying US and foreign coins, 

currency, tokens, gold, silver, 
& jewelry. North Star Coin & 
Jewelry, 650 Main St., Springfield. 
541-746-5964. S=nscj--1/14.

Dental Insurance
Dental Insurance from Physic-

ians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-580-1387 www.
dental50plus.com/river #6258

For Rent
Newly built log-style 1,156 sq. 

ft. home. $1,749/mo, 52633 Mc-
Kenzie Hwy, Blue River. 

Featuring 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, and a versatile loft area 
perfect for an office or extra bed-
room, this home provides am-
ple space for your lifestyle. The 
kitchen boasts a new full-sized 
stainless-steel refrigerator, electric 
stove, microwave, and beautiful 
new wood cabinetry. A stackable 
washer and dryer add conven-
ience to everyday living. Owner 
just added a stand-alone storage 
shed. Tenants are responsible for 
all utilities. Contact Campus Con-
nection Property Management 
(541) 556-1144. b9/18

Funeral Home
Major Family Funeral Home. 

Family Owned Since 1961. 
Funerals ° Burials ° Cremations ° 
Monuments ° Keepsakes ° Video 
Tributes.  541-746-9667.

Personal
If you want to drink, that’s your 

business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 5:00-
6:00pm at the McKenzie Valley 
Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from 
the Walterville Shopping Center. 
N/c-sub 5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students 

- Beginners, Intermediate and 
Advanced - all ages. Profes-
sional jazz pianist, classically 
trained with years of teaching 
experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 
or email; kimberly@liquidsister.
com. http://www.liquidsister.com 
SKP-8/16ruc

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are 

meeting most Friday afternoons 
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
Training Center.  Please call 
Sara at (541) 896-3059 for more 
information.S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Services
Natures Friend Beautifying 

Co. Property/rental cleanup, 
restoration, tree work, blackberry 
& ivy destruction, pressure 
washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free 
appliance removal. Call Scottish 
541-913-8477. SB=JAB-2/27-
3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give 
me a call! The Wall Doctor - 

Serving the McKenzie River area. 
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, 
custody, support, property and 
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-5295. www.pa-
ralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

 Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-866-695-9265 today!

 Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous tax credit for 2025. 

Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

 We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get paid. 

Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-
866-249-8679.

 
 We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell 

your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 

Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. 
Call 1-855-980-4382.

 
The bathroom of your dreams 

in as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. 

No more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-844-659-1070 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off 
your entire order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an additional 10% off. 
Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North America¬ís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-855-900-9151

Truman is a male shepherd/col-
lie mix whose owner passed away 
suddenly from a heart attack. He is 
about 20 months old and friendly 
with people and other dogs. He is 
not neutered but we are willing to 
have it done when we find a home 
for him. If you’re interested in 
making him part of your family, or 
know someone who is, please call 
541-822-3358 and leave a mes-
sage.

Help this dog
find his new home

This Space

For Rent

rivref2@gmail.

com

541-822-3358

I think I’m in a tight spot. My 
older brother is married with 
two young children. He was caught 
having a little Internet fling a few 
years ago. Nothing happened, but I 
suppose the correct way of putting 
it is he emotionally cheated.

He felt like crud, and we all 
thought he had put this behind 
him. He and his wife have been 
to counseling, and he did his 
best to be the best husband ever. 
Currently they’re tense whenever 
they are together. You can cut the 
air with a knife, and it seems they 
are always ready to snap at each 
other. It’s not easy to be around 
them.

My brother and I went to lunch 
today. Lately he’s been constantly 
texting on his device, and today 
it lit up with a text. I glanced at 
what he was typing, thinking it 
was business. I saw him type, 
“So u say u like to role play. Tell 
me…” I stopped and looked at the 

ground. I got a sick feeling in my 
stomach.

So now, what do I do? I really 
don’t think he was texting his 
wife. They’re not sexual or warm 
toward one another, and even if 
they were, he would know her 
likes by now, right? It’s a new girl. 
Got to be. Do I tell my fiancée, 
who is friends with my sister-in-
law?

Dennis
Dennis, will you share your 

thoughts and events of the day 
with your life partner? Or will you 
compartmentalize what you say to 
her?

Your brother’s marriage has 
reached a point where he is 
leading a second life away from 
his wife. That’s not because it 
doesn’t concern her, but because 
he has become a double agent. 
Such a divide is always present 
with two people who don’t belong 
together.

You know what is right in a 
relationship. You saw a wrong 
happen, and you are affected by 
it. Your fiancée is also likely to 
be affected by it. By all means 
share what you saw. With her 
you want the closeness, love, and 
trust which is missing from your 
brother’s marriage.

Wayne & Tamara
Sticks And Stones

I am newly remarried and 

recently my husband compared 
a part of my body to his ex-wife, 
who I will call X. We were fooling 
around, and he grabbed my breast 
and said, “Nice, but X’s are 
bigger.” I freaked.

I flipped him out of his chair, 
kicked him, and pushed him down 
the hallway, hitting and screaming 
at him. Last time I had that much 
anger and acted like that, I was in 
my 20s, angry at my first husband, 
and alcohol was involved.

I feel bad I hit him and 
have made an appointment for 
counseling. My husband has 
apologized, but now I am thinking 
he must still be thinking of his ex, 
since he mentioned her body parts 
like that. I was not previously 
jealous, but now I am.

He has to maintain a relationship 
with her as they have a young child 
together. I am attractive, and she 
is fat and not very pretty. Should I 
just drop this? Maybe I am making 
a big deal out of nothing.

Staci
Staci, the old line about sticks 

and stones is false. Words do hurt, 
especially from a loved one.

The real story is your feelings 
toward his ex-wife. In marrying 
him, you became her hostage. She 
is a cash and time drain on your 
marriage. Their child is a reminder 
of their sexual relationship. Even 
though you both have a past, you 
have to wonder, what did he do 
with her? How do I compare?

The issue to explore in 
counseling is the basis of your 
gut reaction. Love, not looks, 
is the real basis for comparison 

with the ex-wife. If you and your 
husband share the deep emotional 
connection which holds two 
people together, there is nothing 
to worry about.

Wayne & Tamara
Wayne & Tamara are the 

authors of Cheating in a Nutshell 
and As the Child of an Alcoholic.

SoyBreno

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF
OREGON FOR LANE COUNTY

PROBATE DEPARTMENT
In the Matter of the Estate of Suzanne C. Fairchild,

Decedent. Case No. 26PB03278
NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Tamara W. Calkin, 
VP and Senior Trust Officer of Oregon Pacific Bank-
ing Co. has been appointed personal representative. 
All persons having claims against the estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative 
at the law office of Bassinger Hoyt LLC, Attn: Thomas 
H. Hoyt, 1200 Executive Parkway, Suite 320, Eugene, 
Oregon 97401 within four months after the date of first 
publication of this notice or the claims may be barred.

All persons whose rights may be affected by the 
proceeding may obtain additional information from the 
court records, the personal representative or the attor-
ney for the personal representative, Thomas H. Hoyt, 
Bassinger Hoyt LLC, 1200 Executive Parkway, Suite 
320, Eugene, Oregon 97401.

Date of publication: 4/23/2026
Personal Representative:
Tamara W. Calkin, VP & Sr. Trust Officer
Oregon Pacific Banking Co.
59 E. 11th Ave., Eugene, OR 97401
Telephone: 541-650-6836
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Thomas H. Hoyt, OSB# 660662
Bassinger Hoyt LLC
1200 Executive Parkway, Suite 320
Eugene, Oregon 97401
Telephone: 541-687-8700
Fax: 541-687-8701
thoyt@bassingerhoyt.com

LEGAL NOTICE

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/extras/wrong-example/9243.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
http://www.liquidsister.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:thoyt@bassingerhoyt.com
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Need to talk?
Call 988

ACROSS
1. Verbal abuse
5. *Failed constitutional 
amendment, acr.
8. Google ____, navigation aid
12. Strip of roadway
13. Dripping faucet sound
14. Chef’s headgear
15. Tel ____, Israel
16. Prima donnas’ problems
17. Occupied (2 words)
18. *1974 scandal
20. Flight-related announce-
ments, acr.

21. Attempt again
22. Male aristocrat’s honorific
23. Town, in Spanish
26. Recitaion of wedding vows, 
again
30. Santa ____ winds
31. Apnea, in U.K.
34. Operatic solo
35. ____ ____ or do nothing
37. Finish line
38. *1976 Woody Guthrie bi-
opic: “Bound for ____”
39. Field worker
40. Avian rest stop

THE 1970s

42. What lintel and mantel have 
in common
43. Ring-shaped
45. *1979 Nobel Prize-winning 
nun
47. *Alfa Romeo Giulietta, e.g.
48. Italian bowling
50. Type of tournament
52. *#33 Down Oscar winner
56. Lie in wait
57. Place one’s stake
58. Skin woe
59. *”Roots” by Alex ____
60. House of Lords member
61. Chalupa alternative
62. Hoopla
63. “Right” coast time
64. *”The Barbara ____ Show”

DOWN
1. Deli side
2. *____ lamp, 1960s invention 
popular in 1970s
3. Newton, e.g.
4. Echo
5. “Pomp and Circumstance” 
composer
6. ____ Tooty Fresh ‘n Fruity
7. Cathedral part
8. *1976 Summer Olympics 
location
9. Caribbean color
10. Boot-wearing cat
11. *Johnny Nash’s “I Can ____ 
Clearly Now”
13. Spinning toy (2 words)
14. Make a logical connection 
(2 words)
19. 4 x 4 race
22. Dead one or Black one, e.g.
23. Ottoman Empire bigwig
24. Teamsters, e.g.
25. Consumed
26. *”Sanford and Son” star
27. “That’s all she ____”
28. Buenos follower
29. *Eric Clapton’s 1970 hit
32. Not ever, contraction
33. *1975 movie “____ Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”
36. *Kung Fu movie star (2 
words)
38. Domenikos Theotokopou-
los, a.k.a. El _____
40. Away’s partner
41. Old master print maker
44. Scrawny
46. Feel sympathy
48. Common hops
49. Eight performers
50. No problem
51. Cheap reads
52. Back of neck
53. a.k.a. horse mackerel
54. *Jacqueline Susann’s best-
seller “____ Is Not Enough”
55. Noble gas
56. “Zip it!”

Solution on Page 9

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!
Click here or go to:

tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

Solution on Page 9

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L.C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

Hot Espresso
10, 12 or 16 oz.

Iced Espresso
12, 16 or 24 oz.

Extra Espresso Shot, Syrup, or Alternative Milk
Ask us about our Breakfast Menu items

458-209-0542
Open from 7 am - 12:39 pm, Sun - Tues & Thurs - Sat  *Closed Wed*

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
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CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU SOLUTION

North

Fishing
Report

Need to talk?
Call 988

By Seamus Heaney
I returned to a long strand,
the hammered curve of a bay,   
and found only the secular
powers of the Atlantic thunder-
ing.

I faced the unmagical
invitations of Iceland,
the pathetic colonies
of Greenland, and suddenly

those fabulous raiders,
those lying in Orkney and Dublin   
measured against
their long swords rusting,

those in the solid
belly of stone ships,
those hacked and glinting
in the gravel of thawed streams

were ocean-deafened voices
warning me, lifted again
in violence and epiphany.
The longship’s swimming tongue

was buoyant with hindsight—
it said Thor’s hammer swung
to geography and trade,
thick-witted couplings and re-
venges,

the hatreds and behind-backs
of the althing, lies and women,   
exhaustions nominated peace,   
memory incubating the spilled 
blood.

It said, ‘Lie down
in the word-hoard, burrow   
the coil and gleam
of your furrowed brain.

Compose in darkness.   
Expect aurora borealis   
in the long foray
but no cascade of light.

Keep your eye clear
as the bleb of the icicle,
trust the feel of what nubbed 
treasure   
your hands have known.’

Copyright Credit: Seamus 

Heaney, “North” from Opened 
Ground: Selected Poems 1966-
1996.

Copyright © 1998 by Seamus 
Heaney. Used by permission of 
Farrar, Straus & Giroux, LLC, 
http://us.macmillan.com/fsg. All 
rights reserved.

Seamus Heaney is widely rec-
ognized as one of the major po-
ets of the 20th century. A native 
of Northern Ireland, Heaney was 
raised in County Derry, and later 
lived for many years in Dublin. 
He was the author of over 20 vol-
umes of poetry and criticism, and 
edited several widely used anthol-
ogies. He won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1995 “for works of 
lyrical beauty and ethical depth, 
which exalt everyday miracles and 
the living past.” Heaney taught at 
Harvard University (1985-2006) 
and served as the Oxford Profes-
sor of Poetry (1989-1994). He 
died in 2013.

As a translator, Heaney’s most 
famous work is the translation of 
the epic Anglo-Saxon poem Be-
owulf (2000). Considered ground-
breaking because of the freedom 
he took in using modern lan-
guage, the book is largely credited 
with revitalizing what had become 
something of a tired chestnut in 
the literary world. Though he has 
also translated Sophocles, Heaney 
remains most adept with medieval 
works. He translated Robert Hen-
ryson’s Middle Scots classic and 
follow-up to Chaucer, The Testa-
ment of Cresseid and Seven Fa-
bles in 2009.

In 2009, Seamus Heaney turned 
70. A true event in the poetry 
world, Ireland marked the occa-
sion with a 12-hour broadcast 
of archived Heaney recordings. 
Asked about the value of poetry in 
times of crisis, Heaney answered 
it is precisely at such moments 
that people realize they need more 
to live than economics: “If poet-
ry and the arts do anything,” he 
said, “they can fortify your inner 
life, your inwardness.”

McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp 
at Blue River - are restricted to 
angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Trout Stocking Schedule: Trout 
stocking is underway on many 
lakes and reservoirs throughout 
the state. Releases of 8” to 10” 
hatchery fish were: McKenzie 
River below Leaburg Dam 
– 6,000, Leaburg Lake – 2,250, 
Blue River Reservoir – 1,200, and 
Clear Lake – 3,125.

Fish Counts
April 16, Willamette Falls
Spring Chinook – 990
Summer Steelhead – 1,007

When the Ballots Come Calling, Be Ready to Answer
With the May 19, 2026 Prima-

ry Election approaching, Lane 
County officials are encouraging 
residents to make sure they are 
registered to vote and that their 
information is up to date ahead of 
the April 28 deadline.

The Lane County Elections 
Office is reminding voters that 
Oregon operates under a closed 
primary system. While all regis-
tered voters may cast ballots on 
local issues and nonpartisan races, 
only those affiliated with a politi-
cal party can vote for that party’s 
candidates in the primary elec-
tion. As a result, officials stress 
the importance of confirming or 

updating party registration before 
the cutoff date.

“We want all people who are el-
igible to vote ready to participate 
in the May Primary election,” said 
Lane County Clerk Tommy Gong. 
“So, it’s really important to get 
registered by the April 28 dead-
line. For voters who are already 
registered, it’s a good idea to con-
firm or update your party affilia-
tion, as well.”

Voter registration or party 
changes must be completed by 
April 28. Forms delivered in per-
son must arrive at the Elections 
Office, located at 275 W. 10th 
Ave. in Eugene, by 5 p.m. that 

day. Mailed forms must be post-
marked by April 28, and online 
registrations must be submitted 
by 11:59 p.m.

Ballots for the election will be-
gin mailing to voters on May 1.  
To track the status of a ballot, visit 
www.oregonvotes.gov/MyVote.

Completed ballots may be re-
turned by mail, deposited in offi-
cial ballot drop boxes, or delivered 
directly to the Elections Office.

Residents with questions about 
voting or registration can contact 
the Lane County Elections Office 
by email at elections@lanecounty-
or.gov or call 541-682-4234.

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

April 23 - In 1855 Chief Peu-
peu-mox-mox, leader of the 
Cayuse Indians of Northeast 
Oregon, signed a treaty of peace 
and agreed to go onto a reservation 
with the Umatilla Indians. But 
within five months his people 
had abandoned the reservation 
and a group of volunteer soldiers 
from the Willamette Valley was 
sent to return the Indians to the 
reservation. Unarmed and under 
a flag of peace, Peu-peu-mox-
mox was taken hostage. While in 
custody, there was a struggle and 
Charles Bennett, captain of the 
Oregon volunteers, was killed. 
This act inflamed the soldiers. 
They killed the chief, scalped him 
and cut off his ears.

18:11: 47600 blk, McK. Hwy. 
MVA. Non-Blocking, Non-Injury, 
Scene Transferred to OSP.

19:50: 38700 blk, Cress Creek 
Rd. Medical, Heart Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

20:08 McK. Hwy./Quartz Creek. 
Illegal Burn. Fire Extinguished, 
OSP Notified.

20:35: 43800 blk, Greenwood 
Village Dr. Medical, Trauma. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

April 18: 12:41: 41600 blk, 
Madrone St. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, Refusal 
Obtained.

17:32: 49200 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, Heart Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported. 

April 19: 3:44: 38800 blk, 
Camp Creek Rd. Medical, 
General. Lift Assist Only.

13:09: 41600 blk, Omlid 
Dr. Medical, Trauma. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal Obtained.

19:39: Camp Creek Rd./
Milepost 1. Smoke Scare. Unable 
To Locate.

McK. Fire & Rescue will 
hold its monthly Board of 
Directors meeting on Monday, 
Monday, May 18th, at noon, in 
the Leaburg Training Center, 
42870 McK. Hwy. The district 
maintains Facebook, Twitter, 
and web pages. If you have a 
question or concern about any 
Fire District business, give Chief 
Bucich a call @ 541-896-3311. If 
he is unavailable, please leave 
a message and he will respond 
ASAP.

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Continued From Page 3

Emergency? 
Call 911

Fill your screen
with McKenzie news

Subscribe to River Reflections’
digital edition 52 issues/year

for $3100 yr
(via Paypal using rivref@aol.com)

rivref2@gmail.com     541-822-3358

McKenzie
River Reflections

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/news/when-the-ballots-come-calling-be-ready-to-answer/9244.html
http://us.macmillan.com/fsg
http://www.oregonvotes.gov/MyVote
mailto:elections@lanecounty�or.gov
mailto:elections@lanecounty�or.gov
mailto:elections@lanecounty�or.gov
http://www.ricksteber.com
mailto:rivref@aol.com
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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Help! My two-factor 

authentication on Amazon 
stopped working after

I got a new phone

Transform Your Bathroom and Change Your Life.

Easy to Use
Premium Quality, 

Style, & Innovation
Professional

Installation Included
Lifetime
Warranty

Bubbles, Massage 
Jets, & More 

Made in
Tennessee

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-900-9151

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

Oregon expert: Save money,
breathe easy this pollen season

By Isobel Charle
Oregon News Service

This pollen season is shaping 
up to be the longest on record 
in Oregon, but experts say there 
are many free or low-cost things 
people can do around their home 
to keep their indoor air clean that 
will also save money on energy 
bills.

Warmer temperatures mean 
more plants are creating pollen at 
the same time, and the state’s pol-
len season is about a month longer 
than in the 1970s.

Just as in wildfire season, said 
Jami Seymore, spokesperson for 
the Energy Trust of Oregon, when 
there is a high pollen count, filters 
on H-VAC systems can get dirtier 
faster.

“That means your system has to 
work even harder to get that same 
amount of air pushed through, and 
that uses more energy,” she said. 
“So check your filter maybe about 
every two to three weeks rather 
than every few months and re-
place it if it looks dirty.”

She added that people should 
make sure to check the guidelines 
for their systems to make sure they 
are using the right kind of filter, as 
that can also be an expensive en-
ergy drain.

Seymore said anywhere air can 
get into a home, pollen can, too. 
She recommended using weather 
stripping to seal up any gaps and 
cracks around doors, windows 
and vents. She added that it’s a 
good idea to keep windows closed 
when the pollen is high, and rec-
ommended people switch thermo-
stats to the ‘fan only” setting.

“That means the air distribu-
tion and filtration keeps that clean 
air inside,” she said, “and it uses 
less energy than, say, a full system 
cycle.”

Portable air filters can travel 
from room to room and help keep 
air breathable, especially if they 
have a HEPA filter. Seymore said 
Energy Trust offers a $75 discount 
on some Energy Star, high-effi-
ciency air purifiers.

publicnewsservice.org

Experts recommend people avoid using incense, candles, aerosol sprays, 
and anything else that will impact indoor air quality when the pollen is 
high. 

We offer resources and cash incentives to reduce 
your energy costs and make your home more 
resilient. Learn more at energytrust.org.

YOU CAN’T CONTROL THE WEATHER, BUT 
WE’LL HELP YOU WEATHER THE STORMS.

Adobe Stock

Bruce Gerencser can’t access 
his Amazon account after 
changing his phone number, 
leaving two-factor authentication 
tied to his old number. Despite 
making calls for six weeks, 
submitting his ID three times, 
and sending emails to executives, 
he hits a wall with Amazon’s 
customer service.

I’ve been an Amazon customer 
for 20 years, but after changing 
my phone number, I’m locked out 
of my account because two-factor 
authentication (2FA) still uses my 
old number. 

I’ve called Amazon six times, 
sent photos of my driver’s license 
three times, and even emailed 
executives using your contacts -- 
but no one has fixed it. 

Amazon updated the phone 
number on my account, but 
2FA remains broken. One 
agent claimed my account was 
“terminated,” which isn’t true. For 
weeks, I couldn’t order essentials 
or manage my Echo devices. 
How can a company this large fail 
to sync a simple phone number? 
What else can I do?

Bruce Gerencser, Ney, Ohio  
Amazon should have either 

ensured your two-factor 
authentication settings were 
updated when your phone number 
changed or provided clear steps 
to resolve it. The company’s 
own security protocols require 
accurate contact information, 
and its support team should have 
escalated this promptly.  

You did everything right: You 
contacted customer service, 
submitted documentation, and 

reached out to executives using 
the Amazon executive contacts 
on my consumer advocacy site, 
Elliott.org. I publish the contact 
information precisely for this 
purpose. I want to give a company 
like Amazon every chance to 
resolve a problem before it turns 
into a story. 

According to Amazon, switching 
phone numbers is a simple process. 
To change the phone number 
on your 2FA Amazon account, 
navigate to your account settings, 
locate the “2-Step Verification” 
settings, and follow the prompts 
to add a new phone number and 
verify it.

But I know from personal 
experience that it doesn’t always 
work that way. Sometimes, on 
new numbers, you may experience 
problems with receiving a 
verification message. (Some 
businesses, notably banks, keep 
a blacklist of numbers that they 
won’t send to, such as VOIP 
numbers.)

Persistence matters. Always 
keep a paper trail, as you did, and 
escalate early to executives when 
frontline agents can’t help. As 
I review your case, it seems you 
were dealing with both human and 
automated agents -- AI bots that 
have not fully understood your 
problem. That is happening with 
greater frequency, and it’s keeping 
my advocacy team and me busy. 

I contacted Amazon on your 
behalf. While the company didn’t 
comment, its executive team 
swiftly resolved the issue. A 
specialist removed 2FA, restored 
your access, and added a $25 
goodwill credit.  

Christopher Elliott is the 
founder of Elliott Advocacy 
(https://elliottadvocacy.org), a 
nonprofit organization that helps 
consumers solve their problems. 
Email him at chris@elliott.org 
or get help by contacting him at 

The McKenzie River isn’t 
just a place to live; for over fifty 
years, it has been a muse. Since 
1972, the McKenzie River Art-
ists’ Guild has captured the spirit 
of our valley, translating the mist 
on the water and the depth of the 
forest into tangible works of art.

This May, the community is 
invited to see the latest fruits of 
that inspiration. The Guild’s 33rd 
Annual Spring Art Show and Sale 
arrives at the Leaburg Fire and 
Training Center on Friday, May 
1st, and Saturday, May 2nd.

A Gallery of Local Talent
Whether you caught their vi-

brant showcases at the Vida 
McKenzie Community Center 
last fall or are discovering them 
for the first time, this year’s sale 
promises something fresh. Fifteen 
local artists - your neighbors from 
all up and down the river - will be 
displaying original works that go 
far beyond the traditional.

Visitors can browse a diverse 
collection including:

• Fine Arts: Striking oil and wa-
tercolor paintings, photography, 
and mixed-media collages.

• Dimensional Craft: Intricate 
quilling, woodwork, glass/resin, 

From the River to the Canvas: McKenzie River 
Artists’ Guild Hosts 33rd Annual Spring Sale

ceramics and botanical pieces.
• Home & Garden: Textiles, 

pottery, and unique yard art.
“The artists have been branch-

ing out, exploring new styles and 
mediums,” the Guild notes. From 
a small hand-painted card to a 
centerpiece for your home, there 
is a piece of the McKenzie wait-
ing for everyone to take home.

Art with a Heart for Commu-
nity

The Guild’s impact stretches 
beyond the studio. By attend-
ing the sale, you are supporting 
a group that pours back into our 
valley. The Guild is a proud sup-
porter of local education, donat-
ing time and resources to the art 
program at Walterville Elementa-
ry School to ensure the next gen-
eration of McKenzie artists finds 
their voice.

Shop at Home, it makes $ense

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/extras/help-my-two-factor-authentication-on-amazon-stopped-working-after-i-got-a-new-phone/9246.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/extras/from-the-river-to-the-canvas-mckenzie-river-artists-guild-hosts-33rd-annual-spring-sale/9252.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/news/oregon-expert-save-money-breathe-easy-this-pollen-season/9245.html
https://elliottadvocacy.org
mailto:chris@elliott.org
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Strong Systems
and Strong People

By Lane Tompkins
Superintendent

McKenzie Schools
As we move further into 

the fourth quarter, this week 
provides an opportunity to 
highlight both the systems that 
support our students and the 
people who keep our schools 
running smoothly each day.

Recently, Governor Tina Kotek 
issued an executive order related 
to instructional time across 
Oregon school districts. This order 
is intended to address concerns in 
districts that have reduced student 
instructional time in recent years. I 
want to share with our community 
that this executive order does not 
impact McKenzie School District. 
In fact, rather than reducing 
instructional time, we have 
increased it this school year.

Maintaining and prioritizing 
instructional time reflects our 
commitment to student learning. 
Every minute in the classroom 
matters, and we have worked 
intentionally to ensure our students 
have consistent, meaningful 
opportunities to engage in learning 
throughout the school day. While 
statewide conversations continue 
around schedules and funding, we 
are confident in the structure we 
have in place to support student 
success.

This week is also Administrative 
Professionals Week, and it is an 
important time to recognize a 
group of individuals who play 
a vital role in our schools. Our 
administrative professionals are 
often the first point of contact for 
students, families, and community 
members. They manage the 
daily operations of our offices, 
coordinate communication, 
support staff and students, and 
help ensure that everything runs 
smoothly behind the scenes.

Their work requires organiz-
ation, problem solving, patience, 
and a deep commitment to serving 
others. Whether it is answering 
questions, supporting families, 
assisting students, or keeping 
our systems organized, they are 
essential to the success of our 
district. We are grateful for the 

dedication and care they bring 
to their work each day. Thank 
you to all of our administrative 
professionals for the important 
role you play in supporting 
McKenzie students and families.

This week also includes 
continued work on district 
priorities. On Monday, the district 
and the Classified Association will 
meet at 4:30 p.m. in the District 
Office to continue the collective 
bargaining process. We appreciate 
the collaborative effort and 
professionalism that both teams 
bring to this work as we support 
our staff and plan for the future.

On Wednesday, our Middle 
School Track team will host the 
Middle School Mountain West 
League Meet at the McKenzie 
Community Track and Field, with 
events beginning at 3:30 p.m. 
We look forward to welcoming 
visiting schools and appreciate 
the opportunity for our students to 
compete at home.

Thursday will be a busy and 
exciting day. Our elementary 
students will celebrate their third 
quarter achievements during their 
awards assembly, recognizing 
growth, effort, and success across 
grade levels. Later in the day, 
our High School Track team will 
travel to St. Paul to compete in 
the Buckaroo Invitational, with 
field events beginning at 3:30 
p.m. That evening, we will also 
host Kindergarten Orientation 
at 6:00 p.m., welcoming next 
year’s kindergarten students and 
their families and beginning 
their connection to our school 
community.

As we continue through the 
fourth quarter, we remain focused 
on providing strong learning 
opportunities for students while 
supporting the systems and 
people that make that possible. 
From instructional time to daily 
operations, each piece plays a role 
in creating a positive and effective 
school environment.

Thank you for your continued 
support of McKenzie schools 
and for recognizing the many 
individuals who contribute to our 
students’ success every day.

The recovery started just after 
the war, when the Southern Oregon 
Historical Society was founded 
specifically to preserve that 
beautiful old county courthouse 
from the wrecking ball; they 
subsequently opened a museum 
in it, in 1950 (it closed for lack 
of funds several years ago, and 
the courthouse is now, as of the 
time of this writing, unoccupied). 
Recovery got a huge boost in 1963, 
when John Trudeau, an orchestra 
conductor from Portland, launched 
the Britt Festival on pioneer 
Peter Britt’s old estate — a sort 
of natural hillside amphitheater 
with a gorgeous view of the valley 
spilling out behind the stage.

Then in 1966 the entire 
town was declared a national 
historic district. By that time, 
Jacksonville’s recovery was well 
under way.

Today, Jacksonville is a popular 
destination for folks who want 
to see some vintage Oregon gold 
country history in person. It’s also 
a popular place in which to retire.

Its population isn’t much above 
its Gold Rush peak, just shy of 
3,000. And although plenty of 
gold miners (recreational, for 
the most part) still call it home, 
Jacksonville’s glory days of gold 
production are gone now.

Or are they? In a remarkably 
striking statistical anomaly, this 
tiny town of 2,800 or so has, over 
the past 15 years, been the home of 
three multi-million-dollar Oregon 
Lottery jackpot winners, including 
a massive $340 million Powerball 
win in 2005. On a per-capita 
basis, no other town comes close 
to Jacksonville’s performance; a 
resident of Jacksonville in 2001 
had a 1 in 800 chance of finishing 

the decade a millionaire.
So, maybe the old Midas Touch 

hasn’t left Jacksonville after all.
(Sources: Frazar, Thomas. 

“Pioneers from New 
England,” Oregon Historical 
Quarterly, spring 1982; www.
westernmininghistory.com; www.
jacksonvilleoregon.com; brittfest.
org; Sullivan, William L. Hiking 
Oregon’s History. Eugene: 
Navillus, 2006)

Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon 
State University and writes about 
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His 
most recent book, Bad Ideas and 
Horrible People of Old Oregon, 
published by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or suggest a 
topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com or 
541-357-2222.

Bank ‘robbed’ you
Continued From Page 1
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A postcard image of the restored 
Jacksonville courthouse building, 
which was, until 1927, the Jackson 
County Courthouse. The South-
ern Oregon Historical Society was 
formed in 1946 specifically to save 
this building, which dates from the 
1880s.

A postcard image of Table Rock, the mesa after which Table Rock City 
— now known as Jacksonville — was named.

Wildfires open forest canopies, 
allowing more sunlight to reach 
the snow, while burned debris on 
the snow surface makes the snow 
absorb more and reflect less of 
that light. Together, those changes 
reduce the snowpack’s “cold con-
tent” — the built-in buffer that 
allows snow to warm up without 
immediately melting.

Sage Ebel, the study’s lead 
author and a doctoral student in 
PSU’s Earth, Environment & So-
ciety program, compares that cold 
content to a sponge.

“If a sponge has a lot of space, 
it can absorb water before any-
thing drains out,” Ebel said. “But 
if it’s already saturated, water 
runs out right away. A snowpack 
with a lot of cold content can ab-
sorb heat before it starts melting. 
What we’re finding is that small 
changes in short- and long-wave 
radiation in the burned sites are 
keeping that cold content lower 

than in unburned areas, making 
them vulnerable to snowmelt dur-
ing rain-on-snow events.”

Ebel and Gleason installed 
snow monitoring stations across 
high, mid and low elevations in 
the Breitenbush River watershed, 
80% of which burned during the 
2020 Lionshead fire. In 2023 and 
2024, burned sites lost roughly 
twice as much snow during these 
rain-on-snow events as nearby un-
burned areas. Snowpacks at mid-
elevations were most vulnerable, 
with rain-on-snow-driven melt ac-
counting for 26% more of the total 
annual melt in burned forests.

“The impacts of climate change 
are exacerbated in the burned for-
est,” Ebel said. “There’s less ca-
pacity to absorb small changes in 
warming or inputs from rain than 
in unburned areas. As the area of 
burned forests increases with cli-
mate change, those effects could 
have widespread consequences 

for the water reserves we rely on 
across the West.”

Faster winter melt from burned 
areas adds new stress to those 
systems, forcing water manag-
ers to balance flood preparedness 
with long-term water storage in a 
warming climate.

The researchers say under-
standing how wildfires and rain-
on-snow events interact is essen-
tial for refining snowmelt models, 
improving flood forecasting and 
planning for more reliable water 
supplies in the future.

The study was published in the 
journal Environmental Research 
Communications. The findings 
are one example of the kind of 
applied, place-based research un-
derway in PSU’s School of Earth, 
Environment & Society, which 
launched this fall uniting multiple 
departments to encourage collabo-
ration on complex, interconnected 
issues such as climate change.

Cristina Rojas joined Portland 
State’s College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences in January 2018. A 
former reporter from New Jersey, 
she enjoys telling the stories of our 
faculty, students and staff. In her 
role as communications manager, 
she works to elevate the reputation 
of PSU’s largest college through 
strategic communications, media 
relations and content develop-
ment. She also works part-time 
in University Communications to 
support communications related 
to PSU’s racial justice and equity 
goals.

Continued From Page 1
Wildfires accelerate snowmelt

Snow in burned areas melted much faster during midwinter rain-on-snow 
events than snow in nearby unburned areas.

Sage Ebel

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/extras/strong-systems-and-strong-people/9253.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
http://www.westernmininghistory.com
http://www.westernmininghistory.com
http://www.jacksonvilleoregon.com
http://www.jacksonvilleoregon.com
mailto:finn@offbeatoregon.com
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freezing.
Planting, training and care

Key points from the OSU 
Extension guide include:

Plant both sexes. Vines are 
either female (fruiting) or male 
(for pollination). Plant one of each 
— of the same species — unless a 
suitable male is nearby.

Build a strong support. Use a 
substantial arbor or T-bar trellis 
tall enough to stand under at 
harvest. Vines can span 15 feet 
and produce up to 100 pounds of 
fruit.

Site and spacing. Plant in 
spring, 10 to 15 feet apart, in 
deep, well-drained soil and full 
sun with wind protection. Kiwis 
are susceptible to root rot, so don’t 
skimp on drainage.

Irrigate consistently. Provide 
about 2 inches of water a week 
during the growing season. Drip 
irrigation works well.

Fertilize as vines mature. 
Increase rates carefully each 
year; follow the guide’s 
recommendations for amounts 
and timing.

Prune on schedule. Prune female 
vines heavily in December. Late 
pruning causes heavy sap flow — 
alarming but not harmful — and 
can discourage needed cuts. Prune 
male vines after bloom in late 

June. On mature plants, remove 
about 70% of last season’s growth; 
much of what you remove is older 
wood that has already fruited.

Harvest and storage
Fuzzy kiwifruit — In warmer 

parts of Oregon, harvest in late 
October to early November 
while fruit are still firm and seeds 
are black. Store at 32–40°F for 
several months. To ripen small 
batches, place fruit in a slightly 
vented plastic bag with apples or 
bananas.

Kiwiberries (hardy kiwifruit) 
— Fruit do not all ripen at once. 
Pick when soft to the touch and 
eat right away. For short storage, 
harvest when still firm but with 
black seeds (early September) 
and refrigerate for a few weeks. 
Overripe fruit may tear at the stem. 
For winter enjoyment, freeze and 
partially thaw before eating.

With a sturdy support, the 
right varieties for your Oregon 
region, timely spring planting 
and diligent frost protection, 
homegrown kiwifruit can be a 
reliable, delicious crop.

Want to learn more about this 
topic? Explore more resources 
from OSU Extension: Berries, 
table grapes and kiwifruit, 
Gardening techniques

Continued From Page 5

Gardening Tips

division and gaps in public safety 
coverage. Speaking from small 
business viewpoint, Pelroy said 
he frequently hears from residents 
frustrated by permitting delays 
and limited sheriff patrol pres-
ence. He emphasized the need for 
more efficient county processes 
and stronger support for law en-
forcement.

Creswell resident Zybak fo-
cused heavily on forestry policy, 
arguing that decades-old envi-
ronmental regulations tied to the 
northern spotted owl have contrib-
uted to Lane County’s economic 
challenges. Holding a doctorate in 
forestry and drawing on 25 years 
in the reforestation business, Zy-
bak called for a return to active 
forest management and increased 
timber harvesting. He stressed 
that type of shift could reduce reli-
ance on federal payments such as 
PILT (Payments in Lieu of Taxes) 
and SRS (Secure Rural Schools) 
funding.

The candidates shared differing 
strategies for economic growth 
across Lane County.

Pelroy stressed the importance 
of reducing regulatory hurdles 
and keeping costs low for busi-
nesses. He said the county should 

play a more active role in advo-
cating for local businesses at the 
state and federal levels while im-
proving efficiency within its own 
departments.

Buch highlighted ongoing 
efforts by the county’s economic 
development team to prepare 
industrial land for investment. 
She pointed to a $2 million 
semiconductor-related industrial 
lands loan for Coburg, as well as 
support for regional manufacturing 
projects.

Zybak tied economic develop-
ment almost entirely to forestry, 
arguing that roughly 1.6 million 
acres of underutilized forestland 
could be brought back into 
production to generate jobs and 
revenue.

Discussion of timber harvest-
ing underscored sharp differences 
among the candidates.

Zybak offered a historical per-
spective, stating that O&C lands 
held an estimated 50 billion board 
feet of timber in 1937 and now 
contain roughly 70 billion. He ad-
vocated for a return to harvest lev-
els seen between 1960 and 1990, 
when annual production reached 
approximately one billion board 
feet.

Pelroy expressed support for the 
Bureau of Land Management’s 
updated resource management 
plan for O&C lands, noting that 
small businesses are given prior-
ity access to timber sales through 
federal programs.

Buch noted that the Lane Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners has 
no direct authority over federal 
forest policy but said local leaders 
must ensure community voices 
are heard in federal planning de-
cisions. She added that Oregon’s 
economy has diversified since the 
timber downturn of the late 20th 
century and questioned whether 
increased logging would deliver 
the economic gains some predict.

The forum provided contrasts 
in experience and policy direction 
as the Lane County commissioner 
race approaches the May primary 
election. If no candidate receives 
more than 50 percent of the vote, 
the top two will face off again in 
November.

Continued From Page 1

Three Candidates

North Marion won the event with 
a 180’ 3 stick. Other Eagle javelin 
finishers were: Owen Young 15th 
103’ 1.5‚ Cyrus Bennett 21st 80’ 
7‚ Silas Jones 23rd 75’ 2 PB.

McKenzie senior Will Meister 
brought home a couple of 3rd 
place finishes, including lowering 
his time in the 1500m to a Personal 
Best of 4:40.16 minutes. Davin 
Olson of Estacada won the 1500m 
in 4:36.63 min and Eagle Cyrus 
Sughroue finished 6th in 4:43.04 
min., a PB. Meister’s 3rd place 
time in the 3000m was 10:57.36 
min. and that event was won by 
Tillamook’s Diego Velazquez in 
9:05.67 min.

Eagle Elijah Santiago finished 
6th in the 200m, posting a 24.75 
seconds time and teammate 
William Valtinson finished 8th 
in 25.03 sec. Elyjah Graham of 
Estacada won the event in 23.98 
sec. Sughroue finished 12th in the 
800m. with a time of 2:26.74 min., 
a PB time, and teammate Rylee 
Davis finished 22nd in 2:37.40 
min., also a PB.

Ryan Sheets of Tillamook 
won the 800m in 2:02.50 min. 
The 100m was won by Thomas 
Classen of Estacada with a time 
of 11.44 sec. McKenzie’s Rhys 
Hamlow was the highest Eagle 
finisher at 15th in 12.49 sec., 
followed by Norlund 23rd 12.52 
sec. PB, Auden Vailes 24th 12.84 
sec. PB, and Owen Young 33rd 
14.18 sec. PB.

Tillamook’s Enoch Wilson took 
1st place honors in the 400m with 
a time of 51.38 sec. McKenzie’s 
Avery Thomas Purcell finished 
16th in 1:05.54 min., Rylee Davis 
17th in 1:07.10 min PB, and 
Bennett 18th in 1:07.62 min. PB. 

The Eagle 4x100 Relay quartet 

of Hamlow, Norlund, Santiago, 
and Andrew Munoz Brown 
finished 5th with a time of 47.85 
seconds.

Dayton’s foursome of Zakery 
Olson, Asher Maxwell, Johnathan 
Mendez, and Erik Chinchilla ran 
the fastest 4x100 Relay time of 
the day, 45.43 seconds.

Hamlow finished tied for 11th 
in the long jump competition, 
leaping 17’ 3.75. Kol Tolan of 
Taft won the event with a 20’ 
11 jump. Other Eagle long jump 
finishers were Vailes 23rd 15’3 
and Thomas Purcell 29th 13’ 5.75 
PB. The triple jump was also won 
by Taft’s Tolan, who hop, skipped 
and jumped 41’ 1.5 for the win. 
Eagles Young finished 15th at 30’ 
1 PB and Thomas Purcell finished 
16th at 29’ 4.5 PB.

Samuel Astanin of Estacada won 
the shot put, throwing the iron ball 
52’ 0.5. McKenzie’s Noah Borden 
took 12th place with a throw of 
37’ 8 PB and Jones 22nd 24’ 7. 
Borden also finished 14th in the 
discus throw with a mark of 91’ 5. 
Estacada’s Astanin won the discus 
with a throw of 148’ 6.

Other boys events winners 
were: 110m Hurdles Chinchilla, 
Dayton 15.62 sec., 300m Hurdles 
Chinchilla, Dayton, 42.03 sec., 
4x400m Relay (Andres Morales 
Garcia, Velazquez, Sheets, Wilson) 
Tillamook 3:36.87 minutes, High 
Jump Ron Andres, Gervais 6’ 0, 
Pole Vault Jack Forson, Scio 13’ 
6.

Eagle Soph Zyla Drake Sets 
1500 m Personal Best

Earns Third Place Finish At 
North Marion Invitational
McKenzie sophomore Zyla 

Drake established a new Personal 
Best in the 1500 meters last 
Saturday at the North Marion 
Invitational meet, running the 
distance race in a new personal 
time of 5:46.75 minutes. That time 
placed her in 3rd place behind 
winner, Ren Suo of Estacada, who 
finished in 5:37.02 min. Drake 
took home another 3rd place finish 
in the 3000 meters, finishing that 
race in 12:50.26 min. Drake’s PB 
12:38.07 min. in the 3000 meters 
was established earlier this season 
at the Aaron and Marie Jones 
Invitational.

At North Marion, teammate 
Myra Dion placed 4th with a time 
of 13:31.34 min. Dion also placed 
5th in the 800 meters, setting a 
new PB of her own, with a finish 
time of 2:50.03 min.

Eagle Claire Weiss set her new 
PB in the 200 meters, finishing 
4th in a time of 28.65 seconds. 
Magdelen Gehred of Estacada 
won the event in 28.01 sec. Adrin 
Vogel of Tillamook won the 100 
meters in 12.78 sec. McKenzie’s 
Liliana Jones finished in 21st 
place with a time of 14.85 sec. and 
teammate Ally Peek finished 25th 
in 15.63 sec. PB.

The McKenzie 4x100m Relay 
team comprised of Jones, Mira 
Willis, Nelli Sullivan, and Claire 
Weiss, finished in 3rd place with 
a time of 55.39 sec. Taft’s team of 
Kasey Lee, Katelyn Holmes, Ava 
Zalewski, and Laney Lee won the 
event in 50.18 sec.

In the field events, Grace 
Weiss led the Eagle efforts with 
an 8th place mark in the triple 
jump measured at 26’ 4.5. Nora 
Shepherd of Dayton won with a 
jump of 33’ 8. Grace Weiss also 
finished 15th in the long jump 
leaping 13’ 05. The long jump 
was won by Ruthanna Wilson of 
Tillamook with a good mark of 16’ 
4.5. The shot put event was won 
by Rylee Huerta of Tillamook, 
who threw the shot 39’ 10.5. 
Claire Weiss finished the shot put 
in 13th place with a throw of 22’ 
4.5, a PB. Teammate Ally Peek 
finished 20th at 17’ 0. 

Other girls event winners were: 
400 meters Magdelen Gehred, 
Estacada 1:03.89 min., 100m 
Hurdles Laney Lee, Taft, 15.79 
sec., 300m Hurdles Ruthanna 
Wilson, Tillamook, 48.17 sec., 
4x400m Relay (Katelyn Holmes, 
Aida Lupo, Ava Zalewski, and 
Laney Lee) Taft, 4:10.86 min., 
Discus Hadley Hughes, Dayton, 
130’ 4, Javelin Hughes, Dayton, 
129’ 4, High Jump Nora Shepherd, 
Dayton, 4’ 10‚Äù, and Pole Vault 
Austynn Garrison, Kennedy 8’ 0.

Quote of the Week
“There is no trick to being a 

humorist when you have the whole 
government working for you.”

Will Rogers
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this year, might he be able to pull 
enough support from the center to 
beat the veteran Democratic legis-
lator? The answer again lies partly 
in the question of party loyalty. 

Two of the open seats among the 
five now are held by Republican 
senators disqualified from running 
again because they participated in 
a lengthy walkout. 

In the 6th Senate District, a 
heavily Republican area including 
part of Lane and Linn counties, 
Cedric Hayden’s departure drew 
three Republican candidates (cur-
rent Rep. Jami Cate, R-Lebanon, 
and Nicole De Graff and Jack Tib-
betts) and Democrat Sierrah Wil-
liams.

That seems to limit the open-
ing for the IPO candidate, Patrick 
Starnes, who was an IPO candidate 
for governor in 2018 and has run as 
a Democrat as well. Still, his mes-
sage centered on affordability and 
breaking down the party structures 
could have some resonance. 

The other disqualified Republi-
can senator in this group, Suzanne 
Weber of Tillamook, won her seat 
four years ago in a competitive 
district. The area is closely enough 
matched that when state Rep, 
Cyrus Javadi of Tillamook this 
term switched parties from Repub-
lican to Democrat, the electoral 
outcome this year is not clear. Re-
gardless, it is likely to have ripple 
effects of some kind.

Both the Republican and Dem-
ocratic primaries are competi-
tive. But the IPO also has an en-
try: Melisa Finkle of Rockaway 
Beach, described as “a state em-

ployee and union leader focused 
on rural healthcare, transparency, 
and worker advocacy.” The large 
number of non-affiliated voters in 
the 6th Senate District may make 
her run significant.  

Finally, the IPO has a candidate 
in the 40th House District in the 
Oregon City area, scene of many 
tight races. The seat now is held 
by Annessa Hartman, a Demo-
crat who won two years ago with 
55.8% of the vote. Hartman, who 
is battling cervical cancer, has 
temporarily stepped back from 
politics, and two Democrats and 
two Republicans have filed to re-
place her.

The IPO candidate here, Pat 
Hubbell, a pharmacist focused on 
medical-related issues, may have 
the least obvious path to a general 
election win among the five IPO 
contenders. But in this close-call 
district, with no incumbent and 
the outcome of the primaries un-
certain, the impact of his presence 
on the ballot may be hard to pre-
dict.

Five case studies. Maybe the 
non-major party registrants break 
the way they usually do. But this 
fall, when we parse the numbers, 
we’ll get our best chance in a cou-
ple of generations to find out. 

Randy Stapilus has researched 
and written about Northwest poli-
tics and issues since 1976 for a 
long list of newspapers and other 
publications. A former newspa-
per reporter and editor, and more 
recently an author and book pub-
lisher, he lives in Carlton.

oregoncapitalchronicle.com

Creative Sector Entrepreneur 
Scales Rural Oregon Business to 

Global Reach
An avid outdoorsman and prod-

uct photographer, Ryan Heck 
launched Trekker Heck Photogra-
phy in 2022, specializing in prod-
uct photography for major outdoor 
brands. What began as freelance 
project work has grown into a sus-
tainable, globally connected cre-
ative business — built and rooted 
in Creswell, Oregon.

From Freelancer to Industry 
Leader

With guidance from RAIN, 
Ryan has successfully transitioned 
into the User-Generated Content 
(UGC) space, evolving from proj-
ect-based collaborations to secur-
ing his first retainer client with 
Maui Jim Sunglasses. Along the 
way, he has established himself 
as a trusted content creator for 
major outdoor brands, expanded 
his professional visibility through 

From Photographer to Industry Leader

Based in Creswell, Oregon, Heck specializes in outdoor photography and 
content creation for outdoor brands.

speaking and teaching opportu-
nities, and is now launching an 
international content creation 
and photography workshop in 
Iceland. These milestones mark 
a clear shift from freelance work 
to a growth-oriented, sustainable 
business model.

Ryan first connected with RAIN 
through local networking meetups 
and deepened that relationship by 
teaching an online UGC work-
shop with RAIN in 2024 — an ex-
perience that helped establish his 
authority in the space.

Since then, RAIN has support-
ed Ryan through one-on-one stra-
tegic sessions with experienced 
Entrepreneurship Navigators, ac-
cess to networking and speaking 
opportunities, pitch support, and 
resource navigation. RAIN has 
also introduced Ryan to partners 
within the Cascades West Innova-
tion Hub, opening doors to inno-
vation-focused collaborations and 

growth opportunities. Throughout 
the process, RAIN has served as a 
consistent sounding board as Ryan 
navigated client negotiations, pric-
ing decisions, outsourcing strate-
gies, and long-term vision plan-
ning.

Impact Beyond the Studio
Ryan’s growth strengthens the 

creative and entrepreneurial eco-
system in Creswell and South 
Lane County, demonstrating that 
rural-based creatives can build 
high-impact businesses with na-
tional and international reach. 
By outsourcing video editing and 
planning educational workshops, 
he is contributing to job creation 
and skill-sharing that extends well 
beyond his immediate community.

His upcoming workshops and 
conference presence help position 
Lane County as a place where in-
novation, creativity, and outdoor 
industry talent thrive. Together, 
these efforts are helping Ryan 
expand his impact, reach new 
markets, and continue building a 
creative business that is rooted in 
rural Oregon but connected to the 
world.

Join Rural CREATOR
Ryan’s story is one example of 

what becomes possible when cre-
ative entrepreneurs have access to 
the right support. RAIN’s Rural 
CREATOR program offers free 
dedicated business coaching, re-
source navigation, connections to 
capital, and peer support through 
expert Entrepreneurship Naviga-
tors. Services are available in both 
English and Spanish, delivered by 
Navigators who have launched 
and scaled their own creative sec-
tor businesses in design, fine art, 
and creative marketing.

Rural CREATOR is made pos-
sible through the generous support 
of the Roundhouse Foundation and 
others who believe in the power of 
creative entrepreneurship to trans-
form communities.

The next Rural CREATOR co-
hort begins Thursday, May 7th. 
The application deadline is May 
1st. Go to: tinyurl.com/4npmjkb8

Vida area.
10:56 a.m: Suspicious 

Conditions - 45400 blk, McK. 
Hwy. A vehicle has been 
frequenting a vacant house in the 
area.

11:54 a.m: Harassment - 90900 
blk, Leashore Dr. Community self 
report regarding threats from a 
person known to the complainant.

12:22 p.m: Vehicle Stop - 
Marcola Rd.

12:55 p.m: Vehicle Stop - 
Shotgun Creek Rd.

2:52 p.m: Harassment - 89200 
blk, Old Mohawk Rd. Report of 
harassment by juveniles known to 
the subject.

April 19: 2:59 a.m: Burglary 
- 92000 blk, Spicer Ln.

9:31 a.m: Theft - 59000 blk, 
Old McK. Hwy.

10:44 a.m: Welfare Check - 
95100 blk, Hazel Ln.

3:06 p.m: Illegal Shooting - 
Booth Kelly Rd.

4:43 p.m: Reckless Driving - 
Hill Rd.

6:14 p.m: Vehicle Stop - 
Marcola Rd.

April 20: 12:09 p.m: Restrain-
ing Order Service - 39300 blk, 
McK. Hwy.

12:33 p.m: 92000 blk, Spicer 
Ln.

Sheriff’s
Report

Continued From Page 3

were lost, wasted, or diverted. 
Instead of going to fire survi-

vors, the state alleges the money 
went toward things like $116,133 
for travel, $6,000 for gambling, 
and much more for personal 
bills, and vehicles — expenses 
that don’t line up with helping a 
neighbor rebuild.

Like a lot of efforts that sprang 
up after the fire, the organization 
got its start during a time when 
people were hurting and willing to 
lend a hand however they could.

Donations came in, starting with 
$48,000 in 2020 and $941,587 in 
2021. Contracts followed. For a 
while, it looked like another group 
was stepping up to help recovery 
efforts.

But the state says behind the 
scenes, there wasn’t much struc-

ture — no real board oversight, 
little recordkeeping, and one per-
son in charge of it all. 

By the fall of 2023, the op-
eration had run out of money and 
quietly shut down, leaving work-
ers without jobs and communi-
ties without the help they’d been 
promised.

The state is asking the court to 
dissolve the nonprofit, recover 
the missing funds, and asked that 
Brooks, its founder, be barred 
from handling charitable money 
in the future.

In the McKenzie area, recovery 
is still ongoing. Some homes are 
being rebuilt, others still remain 
in limbo. Plus, the forests are still 
growing back.

And the work — the real recov-
ery work — continues.

Continued From Page 1

State Alleges Misuse

12:45 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 54600 blk, McK. River dr.

1:23 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Unknown Injury - 
190000 blk, Marcola Rd.

1:38 p.m: Disoriented Subject 
- 45500 blk, McK. Hwy.

3:05 p.m: ATL Drunk Driver - 
Hill Rd.

6:24 p.m: Assist, Information - 
42700 blk, McK. Hwy.

7:49 p.m: Violation of Stalking 
Order - 87800 blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

Comments, as reported, may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Why advertise in

River Reflections?

Because your customers
are reading it.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/23/extras/from-photographer-to-industry-leader/9254.html



