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 In 1907, an all-electric, interurban railway 
service debuted between Portland and Salem.

Memorial Day
Remembering service members who fought and 
died to keep us sfe secure our feedoms.
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LEABURG: A Sunday evening fire destroyed a mobile home in 
Leaburg and claimed the life of one dog, while two cats remained 
missing at press time.

Around 6 p.m. on May 17, crews from McKenzie Fire & Rescue re-
sponded to reports of smoke coming from a structure in the 43000 block 
of McK. Hwy. in Leaburg. When firefighters arrived, crews observed 
smoke coming from the roof and attic space of a manufactured home, 
with flames beginning to show through the roof. Firefighters quickly lo-
cated a significant amount of fire at the rear of the residence and launched 
what officials described as an aggressive attack to contain the blaze.

Because vehicles were parked in the driveway, responders were ini-
tially unsure whether anyone was inside the home. Deputies from the 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office were able to quickly contact the home-
owner and confirm the residence was unoccupied at the time of the fire.

While no people were injured, a dog died in the fire. Two cats remain 
missing following the incident.

Additional assistance came from Eugene Springfield Fire, Upper 
McKenzie Rural Fire Protection District and Mohawk Valley Rural Fire 
District.

McKenzie Deputy Chief Bart Thompson said incidents like this high- Fire crews were quick to pinpoint the source of the smoke and
keep flames from spreading.

Dog Perishes in Leaburg Structure Fire
Fast Mutual Aid Response Helps Stop Flames From Spreading

New Network Helps Protect
Animals During Disasters

RAINBOW: The challenges livestock owners faced during 
Oregon’s devastating 2020 wildfire season inspired the crea-
tion of a new statewide emergency response organization aimed 
at helping animals and their owners during disasters.

The Oregon Horse Council provides several services beyond evac-
uation assistance, including temporary sheltering, feed and supply 
coordination.

OHC

Protecting Animals - Page 13

Residents of the McKenzie 
River area gathered recently 
for a Disaster Preparedness Fair 
focused on wildfire readiness, 
evacuation planning and emergen-
cy survival strategies as another 
potentially dangerous fire season 
approaches.

Fire department personnel Jenn 
and Taylor Wickizer led the pres-
entation, walking community 
members through evacuation pro-
cedures, emergency communica-
tion systems and practical steps 
families can take now to prepare 
for fast-moving wildfires.

Jenn Wickizer opened the 
discussion by explaining Lane 
County’s emergency alert system, 
which sends evacuation notifica-

tions directly to residents’ phones with alarm tones 
similar to Amber Alerts. She encouraged residents to 

sign up for Lane Alerts and urged people 
not to hesitate reporting smoke or possible 
fire starts.

“We would rather come out for a false 
alarm than miss something important,” 
Taylor Wickizer told attendees, emphasiz-
ing the importance of community aware-
ness during fire season.

The presenters spent significant time ex-
plaining the county’s three-level evacuation 
system.

Level 1 serves as the initial warning stage, 
when residents should begin preparing for 
a possible evacuation. Level 2 means resi-
dents should be ready to leave immediately, 
with vehicles packed, pets secured and es-
sential belongings gathered. Jenn Wick-
izer said her own family loads their camper 
and keeps important documents stored in a 

Families Encouraged to Build Emergency Plans Now

Jenn Wickizer (left) and her daughter, Taylor, offered 
detailed recommendations for emergency planning.

Diesel, Milk Spill Contained
After Tanker Crash

Emergency crews responded quickly Friday morning after a 
tanker truck crashed near Trailbridge Reservoir, spilling die-
sel fuel and thousands of gallons of milk into a creek connected to 
the Upper McKenzie River.

According to the Eugene Water & Electric Board, the truck was 
carrying an estimated 275 gallons of diesel and between 5,000 

EWEB

Containment booms were deployed on Trailbridge Reservoir.

Dog owners looking to socialize and 
exercise their pets are invited to attend 
the weekly “Pack Walks” at Walterville 
Pond. The free walks are held Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the east 
parking lot of Walterville Pond, 39389 
McKenzie Highway.

Participants like that the structured 
group walks are designed to help dogs stay 
active, engaged and better socialized while 
giving owners an opportunity to connect 
with other pet lovers in the community.

Halfway Farm is launching a seasonal 
pop-up plant starter sale this Saturday in 
front of the McKenzie General Store in 
McKenzie Bridge.

The weekly sale will run Saturdays 
through mid-June at 91837 Taylor Road, 
offering locally grown plant starts, veg-
etables and canned goods produced in 
McKenzie Bridge. Plans call for the farm 
to return in early July with fresh locally 
grown vegetables and produce.

With lower-than-normal snowpack this 
year, many travelers are already look-
ing ahead to the reopening of the scenic 
McKenzie Pass Highway route through 
the Cascades. But Oregon transportation 
officials say reopening the seasonal high-
way involves far more than simply plow-
ing snow.

The Oregon Department of Transporta-
tion typically targets the third Monday in 

MF&R
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https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/news/pack-walks/9342.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/news/dog-perishes-in-leaburg-structure-fire/9333.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/news/new-network-helps-protect-animals-during-disasters/9334.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/news/diesel-milk-spill-contained-after-tanker-crash/9335.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/news/families-encouraged-to-build-emergency-plans-now/9336.html


WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Releases
5/12	 83	 65	 0	 NA
5/13	 61	 44	 1.13	 350 cfs
5/14	 59	 50	 0.01	 309 cfs
5/15	 61	 46	 0.19	 331 cfs
5/16	 51	 43	 0.70	 327 cfs
5/17	 59	 40	 0	 327 cfs
5/18	 78	 53	 0	 327 cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
5/12 	 79	 50	 0	 2,950 cfs
5/13	 77	 46	 0.55	 2,120 cfs
5/14	 65	 46	 0.55	 2,120 cfs
5/15	 67	 48	 0	 2,880 cfs
5/16	 65	 44	 0.30	 2,830 cfs
5/17	 55	 42	 0.39	 2,980 cfs
5/18	 69	 40	 0	 2,830 cfs
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McKenzie Valley
Sunny

5% chance precip
High: 81 Low: 49

McKenzie Valley
Partly Cloudy

5% chance precip
High: 78 Low: 48

Santiam Pass
Partly Cloudy

5% chance precip
High: 69 Low: 38

McKenzie Valley
Partly Cloudy

5% chance precip
High: 73 Low: 47

Santiam Pass
Partly Cloudy

10% chance precip
High: 66 Low: 33 
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The untold story
of school funding

in Oregon
By Krista Parent

When students walk through 
their classroom doors each 
morning, a day of learning is just 
the start of what schools provide. 
From meals to health services and 
academic interventions, districts 
have taken on expanded responsi-
bilities because they know learn-
ing is deeply tied to a student’s 
well-being.

But as these demands grow, 
funding has not kept pace. Dis-
tricts have long been asked to do 
more with less, and in Oregon, 
that approach is no longer sustain-
able. Schools remain committed 
to supporting every student, but 
they need the resources to do it.

The funding struggles Oregon 
school districts face continue to 
compound year after year. The 
Public Employees Retirement 
System, for instance, was de-
signed with good intentions but 
without an adequate legacy for-
mula to meet pension promises. 
At a district level, nearly 30% of 
state school fund allocations now 
pay for PERS liability with zero 
benefit to the students they cur-
rently serve.

In addition, policy mandates are 
often rushed through legislation 
without a thorough cost analysis, 
which can overlook the true fi-
nancial impact on school districts. 

The new Paid Leave Oregon plan 
provides 12 weeks of paid, job-
protected family leave, a valuable 
and much-needed benefit for edu-
cators. However, employers with 
more than 25 employees, includ-
ing school districts, must cover 
40% of the cost without any ad-
ditional state support.

Finally, it’s crucial to take a 
closer look at Oregon’s enroll-
ment decline to understand where 
students are going and what that 
means for funding, accountability 
and long-term system sustainabil-
ity. Like many districts nation-
wide, Oregon is losing students to 
virtual and charter schools, which 
receive the same funding per 
child as brick-and-mortar schools 
but operate with lower overhead 
costs. In some districts, families 
who switch to virtual schooling 
receive up to $3,500 a year, which 
helps cover the cost of at-home 
technology.

Legislators can take a more 
deliberate and equity-driven ap-
proach to rebuilding funding 
structures, ensuring every school 
has the resources in place to help 
all students succeed.

Strengthening public K-12 and 
securing the funding necessary 
for meaningful change demands a 
unified front across the state’s 197 
school districts. But a plan of that 
magnitude has to start with over-
coming a steep learning curve. 
Over the past six years, 185 new 
superintendents have taken the 

helm of their districts and few 
have been immersed in the goals 
and purpose of the state’s Quality 
Education Commission and model 
or the history and complexities of 
its State School Fund formula.

Over the past year, the Coalition 
of Oregon School Administrators 
has met with 400 leaders across 
the state’s 12 different regions 
to deepen their understanding of 
school funding realities and work 

McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity Track 
and Field teams participate in 
the 1A‚ SD2 Special District 
2 Championships to be held 
at the Aaron and Marie Jones 
Community Track on Friday, May 
22. Field events will start at 10:00 
am and track events will begin at 
11:00 am.
Eagle Throwers Participate In 
Austin Smith Throwers Invite
Jacob Norlund Wins Javelin 

Competition
Six Eagle throwers traveled 

to St. Paul on Tuesday, May 12, 
for the opportunity to compete 
with counterparts from nine other 
teams, mostly located in the 
northwest quarter of the State. 
Teams hailing from host St. Paul, 
Clatskanie, Crosshill Christian, 
Falls City, Oregon School for the 
Deaf, Gervais, Jewell, Knappa, and 
Willamina joined the McKenzie 
team for a meet featuring the Shot 
Put, Discus, and Javelin throwing 
events.

Knappa won the Boys team 

competition with a score of 43 
points, followed by Willamina 
with 20, St. Paul with 19, Gervais 
15, McKenzie 14, Crosshill 
Christian 4 and Falls City with 2 
points.

Crosshill Christian won the 
Girls team competition, narrowly 
defeating Knappa, 37 points to 
35 points. Clatskanie finished 
third with 23 points, followed by 
St. Paul with 18 and Willamina 4 
points.

McKenzie’s Claire Weiss was 
the lone Eagle girl athlete in the 
competition and thus did not 
figure in the team scores. Weiss 
finished 11th in the Javelin event 
with a throw of 18.80 meters (61 
ft. 8 in.), 15th in the Discus with 
a toss of 16.24m (53 ft. 3.25 in.), 
and she finished 18th in the Shot 
Put with a throw of 7.04m (23 ft. 
1 in.).

The Girls Javelin was won 
by Crosshill Christian’s Kasey 
Zuidema with a throw of 40.86m 
(134 ft. 0.5 in.) a Personal Best 
mark and the State’s best Class 
2A mark this season. Zuidema 
also won the Shot Put, throwing 
another Personal Best mark of 
11.91m (39 ft. 0.75 in.), which is 
also the Class 2A State best, throw 
this season.

Lucy Oien of Knappa won 
the Girls Discus with a throw of 
36.68m (120 ft. 4 in.), narrowly 
defeating Zuidema who finished 
with a throw of 34.85m (114 ft. 4 
in.).

McKenzie’s Jacob Norlund won 

his signature event, the Javelin, 
sticking the 800 g. implement at 
44.48 meters (145 ft. 11.25 in.). 
Teammates Owen Young finished 
12th with a throw of 30.01m (98 
ft. 5.5 in.) and Silas Jones finished 
21st with his throw marked at 
23.41m (76 ft. 9.5 in.).

In the Boys Shot Put, Eagle Noah 
Borden placed 5th with his throw 
of 11.38m (37 ft. 4 in.). Teammate 
Anthony Hunter took home a 15th 
place finish at 9.19m (30 ft. 1.75 
in.) and Jones finished 25th, 7.89m 
(25 ft. 10.5 in.). Tanner Cagwin, a 
senior athlete out of Knappa, set 
a Personal Best winning mark, in 
the Shot Put, measured at 13.21m 
(43 ft. 4 in.). Cagwin also won 
the Discus event with a throw of 
38.74m (127 ft. 1.25 in.). Borden 
was the Eagle’s highest finisher, 
11th, with his throw of 28.08m 
(92 ft. 1.5 in.). Eagle freshman 
Jones set a Personal Best mark of 
18.00m (59 ft. 0.5 in.) good for a 
25th place finish and sophomore 
Owen Young set his new PB mark 
of 13.97m (45 ft. 10 in.), finishing 
him 31st.

McKenzie Boys and Girls
Host And Win

Inaugural West Cascade Classic
McKenzie Community Track 

and Field and McKenzie High 
School hosted the first West 
Cascade Classic held at Aaron 
and Marie Jones last Thursday, 
May 14, and the home teams took 
home top honors. Eleven teams 
competed in the event.

The next walk is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 28. People are en-
couraged to bring leashed dogs 
ready for exercise and interac-
tion.

For more information, email 
quickslyfox@duck.com.

The sale highlights the benefits 
of supporting locally grown plants 
and produce, including stron-
ger plant survival rates, reduced 
transportation-related emissions 
and support for native pollinators 
such as bees, butterflies and hum-
mingbirds.

Halfway Farm features locally 
adapted plants that are better 
suited to McKenzie area soil and 

weather conditions, helping gar-
deners achieve healthier and more 
sustainable results.

June as the earliest possible re-
opening date for the highway, ac-
cording to ODOT Region 2 Public 
Information Officer Mindy Mc-
Cartt.

Transportation officials not-
ed that maintenance crews and 
equipment are currently focused 
on higher-priority highways that 
remain open year-round and are 
critical for emergency response, 
commerce, and daily travel. Once 
those needs are addressed, crews 
can shift additional attention to 
the scenic byway.

ODOT said updates will be pro-
vided as sections of the highway 
become ready and safe for public 
travel.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/opinion/the-untold-story-of-school-funding-in-oregon/9358.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/sports/mckenzie-sports-report-may-21/9338.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
mailto:quickslyfox@duck.com
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Call, you will get me -not an assis
tan

t

Move To A Place That Moves You

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

Lane County

Hot Espresso
10, 12 or 16 oz.

Iced Espresso
12, 16 or 24 oz.

Extra Espresso Shot, Syrup, or Alternative Milk
Ask us about our Breakfast Menu items

458-209-0542
Open from 7 am - 12:39 pm, Sun - Tues & Thurs - Sat  *Closed Wed*

May 11: 1:04 p.m: 
Disturbance, Dispute - 45100 
blk, McK. Hwy. Deputies were 
dispatched to a reported dispute 
with parties separated.  A deputy 
spoke with caller and confirmed 
there was no crime.  Deputies 
provided the caller with additional 
resources.

1:36 p.m: Fraud - 46100 blk, 
Goodpasture Rd. Caller reported 
someone had accessed their bank 
accounts.  Deputies contacted the 
victim and are investigating.

3:10 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 
- 36300 blk, Camp Creek Rd. 
Caller reported finding an empty 
vehicle and they were advised of 
the 72-hour posting process.

May 12: 1:06 a.m: Mental 
Subject - 91800 blk, Mill Creek 
Rd.

3:01 a.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Unknown Injury - 
Motor Vehicle Accident, Unknown 
Injury.

5:19 a.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 54700 blk, Caddis Ln. Caller 
reported a dispute at the location, 
but the other half of the dispute 
left prior to making the report. 

8:57 a.m: Warrant Service - 
Sunderman Rd.

12:25 p.m: Unlawful Entry 
Motor Vehicle - 91700 blk, Horse 
Creek Rd.

4:45 p.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 92100 blk, Marcola Rd.

5:44 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- Vida area. Dispatch was called 
by parties in a dispute.  The 
dispute was occurring in a vehicle 
and traveling on the McK. Hwy.  
Call was transferred to OSP who 
contacted the involved.  Parties 
separated and no crime was 
reported.

6:05 p.m: Gunshot Wound - 
57000 blk, N. Bank Rd. Deputies 
responded to a gunshot wound at 
the location and the involved was 
found deceased. No evidence of a 
crime found on scene, but the case 
was still being investigated. 

8:04 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 87000 blk, Cedar Flat Rd. Caller 
reported a person being disorderly 
on the property.  Not physical 
and parties were separated.  No 
deputies were immediately 
available, and the caller elected 
to call back in the following 
morning.

8:15 p.m: Vehicle Stop - 
Deerhorn Rd.

11:01 p.m: Disorderly Juvenile 
- 39200 blk, McK. Hwy.

May 13: 3:01 a.m: Motor 

Vehicle Accident, Unknown Injury 
- 36300 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

5:19 a.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 54700 blk, Caddis Ln.

10:57 a.m: Truck \Inspection - 
Marcola Rd. Milepost 4.

1:10 p.m: Disorderly Subject - 
87000 blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

4:04 p.m: Violation of 
Restraining Order - 92700 blk, 
Regal Ln.

7:14 p.m: Warrant Service - 
55400 blk, McK. River Dr.

7:19 p.m: Traffic Hazard - 
91600 blk, donna Rd.

11:17 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call 
- 39000 blk, Woods Rd.

May 14: 2:23 a.m: Incomplete 
911 Call - 39000 blk, Woods Rd.

4:51 a.m: Stop Sign Down - 
Mohawk River Rd.

May 15: 2:23 a.m: Incomplete 
Continued On Page 9

May 12: 18:01: Deceased 
Subject – 57000 block, N. Bank 
Rd. Caller advised friend is inside 
vehicle, still running.

May 13: 13:18: Medical – 
91000 blk, Blue River Reservoir 
Rd.  Female, Conscious, 
Breathing.

May 15: 04:30: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Injury - Clear Lake 
Cutoff, Milepost 12. Subject is 
injured.

22:03: MVA, Unknown Injury 
– McK. Hwy./Old McK. Hwy. 
Single vehicle crash, off the 
roadway.

The Upper McK. Fire 
District’s board of directors 
will hold its monthly meeting at 
7 p.m. on Monday, June  15th, 
at the Blue River Fire Station 2, 
51730 Echo St. in Blue River. 

May 11: 10:38: 91700 blk, 
Marcola Rd. Mutual Aid. Assist 
Mohawk Valley Fire with 
Overhaul Operations.

12:45: 42700 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, Heart. Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported.

15:34: 51700 blk, Dexter St. 
Mutual Aid. Patient Assessed, 

Refusal Obtained.
May 12: 6:30: 38700 blk, Camp 

Creek Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

10:23: McK. Hwy./Holden 
Creek Ln. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

18:11: 91000 blk, Leashore 
Dr. Medical Alarm. Accidental 
Activation.

21:34: 38700 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

May 13: 0:44: McK. Hwy. 
Milepost 15, Motor Vehicle 
Accident. Non-Injury, Non-
Blocking.

11:12: 39000 blk, Bryant Ln. 
Public Assist. Lift Assist Only.

13:26: 91900 blk, Blue River 
Reservoir Rd. Mutual Aid. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

May 14: 13:05: 87500 blk, 
Cedar Flat Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

14:09: 39000 blk, Bryant Ln. 
Lift Assist Lift Assist Only.

May 15: 4:36: McK. Hwy./Mp. 
10. Mutual Aid. Disregarded En 
Route.

8:28: Marcola Rd./Camp Creek 
Rd. Mutual Aid. Disregarded En 
Route.

16:19: 38200 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. Patient Refusal 
Obtained.

18:29: 40200 blk, Storment Ln. 
Medical, General. Patient Refusal 

Obtained.
20:17: 44300 blk, McK. Hwy. 

Police Assist Staged, Disregarded 
by Dispatch.

May 16: 2:58: 36300 blk, 
Camp Creek Rd. MVA. Single 
Vehicle into Power Pole. Fire Self 
Extinguished from Powerline.

5:19: 38400 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. Patient 
Transported.

May 17: 18:05: 43000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Fire, Structural 
Fire Extinguished, Overhaul 
Performed.

23:41: 40700 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Lift Assist Only.

McK. Fire & Rescue will 
hold its monthly Board of 
Directors meeting on Monday, 
Monday, June 15th, at noon, in 
the Leaburg Training Center, 
42870 McK. Hwy. The district 
maintains Facebook, Twitter, 
and web pages. If you have a 
question or concern about any 
Fire District business, give Chief 
Bucich a call @ 541-896-3311. If 
he is unavailable, please leave 
a message and he will respond 
ASAP.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/police/sheriffs-report-week-of-may-17/9339.html
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
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By Slim Randles

By Finn J.D. John
American tourists visiting 

Italy and other Old World 
destinations, if they get off the 
beaten tourist-track a bit, often 
remark on the number of derelict 
buildings they see along the 
roads there. Hulking, enigmatic, 
hundreds of years old, and clearly 
historically significant, they stand 
forlornly beside the little country 
roads, waiting for someone to 
come and fix them up and tell 
their stories.

Oregon, as a state, is too young to 
have much of this kind of concrete 
history; certainly it can’t compare 
to a country whose written records 
date back more than 20 centuries. 
And what architectural history we 
do have is frequently threatened by 
fresh outbreaks of our occasional 
enthusiasm for urban renewal.

But Oregon does have a few 
enigmatic, ruined buildings that 
wouldn’t be too out of place beside 
a country lane in Tuscany.

One particular one can be seen, 
if one cranes one’s neck at just the 
right moment while driving by, 
standing beside a lonely stretch of 
railroad track a mile or so south 
of Albany. It stands above the 
tracks like a great gray stone cube, 
fortress-like with crenellations on 
its top and square columns down 
its front and four great window 
openings across its face, which 
have been covered with cement 
slabs. Moss and turf grow on its 
walls and perforated roof, and 
over the years graffiti artists have 
covered it with low-quality street 
art. Huge rusted steel doors swing 
ajar on one side.

This rail side ruin is the remnants 
of the Pirtle Transfer Station — 
one of the few remaining artifacts 
of the Oregon Electric railroad, a 
plush, progressive transportation 
project put together in the early 
1900s with an eye toward stitching 
together the cities and towns of 
the Willamette Valley.

At the dawn of the 20th century, 
the state of Oregon, like most 
places in the West, was far less 
interconnected than it is today. 
If you lived in, say, Eugene, 
you most likely only traveled to 
Portland or Boise or San Francisco 
once or twice in your life. When 

you did, it took days to get there 
— or perhaps it only took a few 
hours, but you paid a great deal 
of money for a ticket on one of 
the big Southern Pacific steam 
locomotives that plied the West 
Coast.

But things were changing, 
because a new age was dawning 
at that particular time: the age of 
electricity. Wealthy residents of 
Portland and Salem had already 
been getting household electric 
power since the 1890s, and by 
1905 or so the industry had a pretty 
good handle on how to generate 
and transport electricity over 
moderate distances with tolerable 
efficiency. Soon city trolley cars in 
Portland were running on electric 
power, and soon after that a few 
members of Portland’s business 
elite were looking to the south, 
toward Salem and Eugene, and 
stroking their chins thoughtfully.

And so it was that, in 1907, an 
all-electric, interurban railway 
service debuted between Portland 
and Salem — opening for business 
on New Year’s Day, 1908. A 
few years later, the new rail line 
punched on through to Albany and 
then Eugene, bringing the entire 
Willamette Valley together. By 
that time, branch lines had been 
built to Forest Grove, Corvallis, 
Woodburn, and other large nearby 
towns.

The Oregon Electric’s founders 
saw the Southern Pacific’s steam-
train passenger service as their 
main competitor, right from 
the start. Having an all-electric 

line gave them tremendous cost 
advantages over the old steam-
powered trains, which enabled 
them to undercut Southern 
Pacific’s prices by, essentially, 
as much as they liked; so they 
decided to spend a lot of money 
on their buildings and railcars, so 
that they could compete both on 
price and luxury at the same time.

The result was a palatial 
experience for passengers on the 
line. The cars — initially painted 
traction-service orange, but later 
changed to Pullman green — were 
like little rolling clubhouses. There 
were observation cars, buffet cars, 
smoking compartments, and even, 
for a few years, sleeping cars 
— which one could board in the 
evening in Portland and wake up 
on the next morning in Eugene. 
(Because the trip from Portland 
to Eugene only took a few hours, 
these cars would be sidetracked 
for much of the night while the 
passengers slept.)

This luxury-line strategy was 
applied to much of the railroad’s 
buildings and infrastructure 
as well, and you can see it in 
the remaining large depots and 
transfer stations — all built very 
expensively, with timeless style, 
and built to last. (Today you can 
examine the architecture of the 
grand Oregon Electric depot in 
Albany over a slice and a pitcher 
at Ciddici’s Pizza, which now 
occupies it; or experience the 
piece de resistance of the line 
in The Old Spaghetti Factory in 
Eugene.)
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Well, competing on luxury at 
the expense of a reduced price 
advantage was a strategy that 
worked just fine against the 
Southern Pacific’s expensive, 
maintenance-hungry coal-fired 
locomotive line, which had itself 
been initially pitched to business 
executives and merchant princes as 
a suitable alternative to bouncing 
around in a stagecoach. The 
problem was, new competitors 
were already arriving on the scene 
— competitors that appealed a lot 
more to those wealthy travelers 
than even the plushest railroad car 
ever could.

The revolution hadn’t started 
out looking like much — just a few 
slow, flimsy Ford Model Ts rolling 
off a new assembly line back 
east. But by 1920 — the year the 
Oregon Electric cleared its biggest 
profits, and began its slow decline 
— the roads of Oregon were full of 
the new automobiles. They ranged 
from cheap, tinny Model Ts all 
the way up to the opulent Rolls-
Royce Silver Ghosts purchased 
by Hollywood stars. Now the 
big-spending businessmen had a 
choice: would they rather spend 
thousands on railroad tickets to 
ride in luxury, or buy their own 
Stutz Bearcats and Packard Twin-
Sixes?

The change didn’t go well for 
the Oregon Electric. Although 
fortune had placed them in perfect 
position to be the fastest, lowest-
cost transportation provider of all, 
they’d saddled themselves with 
huge capital costs to compete better 
with the Southern Pacific, totally 
neutralizing their advantage, and 
now the low-cost market they’d 
spurned was spending all its 
money on model Ts. All they 
could do now was be as efficient 
as possible and hope the motorcar 
thing was a passing fad for college 
kids in raccoon coats.

Of course, it wasn’t. By 1945, the 
Oregon Electric was exclusively 
a freight-hauling line — and not 
a very efficient one at that; after 
all, it had been engineered to haul 
people, not goods. The last year 
it actually did haul people was 
1932; that entire year, it made just 
$17,313, down from almost $1 
million in 1920.

But time has gone by, and things 
have changed once again. A new 
generation of travelers is now 

The rise and fall of the Oregon Electric Railway

“Well,” said Steve, the tall 
cowboy, “at least it’s Friday and 
we all have the weekend to look 
forward to.”

Doc glanced up from his paper 
at the philosophy counter of the 
Mule Barn truck stop and world 
dilemma think tank.

“Fastest Friday you’ll ever 
experience, Steve,” said Doc.

“That’s about right,” said Dud.
Steve got that confounded look 

on his face. “What do you mean 
by that?”

“Today is Saturday.”
“Well,” Steve said, shaking his 

head, “that flat wrecks this day all 
to pieces.”

“Hey,” said Dud, “it’s a pretty 
day. You have all day long to 
enjoy it.”

“But don’t you see?” Steve said, 
in real pain. “I was planning to 
spend all day Friday getting ready 
for Saturday and now I can’t.”

“Now that sounds kinda dumb,” 
Dud said, “and I realize that, but 
Steve does have a point. I mean, 
we think in terms of time …”

Doc groaned.
“ … yea, verily … time and 

space and the continuum thereof, 
henceforth and forevermore. 
That’s why, when our friend Steve 
here thought about Saturday, it 
was

as though Saturday lay in the 
future, where things are to happen 
that we, as mere mortals, are loath 
to know…”

“Dud,” said Steve, “you been 
watching Nova again?”

Dud blushed. “It was a good 
show. It concerned the string 
theory and fusion and the way 
all these marvelous things come 
together to make up our lives

and Einstein and the total 
something-or-other. I forget all the 
little stuff, but it was pretty good. 
Had to do with the Big Bang and 
all that junk. Do you realize that 
when you look at a star at night, 
it might not be there? That star 
might have blown up and

died a million years ago.”
“So how can you tell if it’s still 

there?” Steve asked.
“Have no idea,” Dud said.
Steve grinned and tossed off the 

last of his coffee.  
“Well, I’d better be getting 

along. I’m running late as it is.”
“So what you up to today, 

Steve?” said Doc.
“Getting ready for Sunday.”

--------
Brought to you by The Long 

Dark, first novel ever published 
in Alaska.

A hand-tinted postcard picture shows the Oregon Electric railway train 
leaving Salem, heading north to Portland, circa 1910. 

Hot Espresso
10, 12 or 16 oz.

Iced Espresso
12, 16 or 24 oz.

Extra Espresso Shot, Syrup, or Alternative Milk
Ask us about our Breakfast Menu items

458-209-0542
Open from 7 am - 12:39 pm, Sun - Tues & Thurs - Sat  *Closed Wed*

Quote of the Week
“What you do speaks so loudly 

that I cannot hear what you say.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/history/the-rise-and-fall-of-the-oregon-electric-railway/9343.html
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Emergency?
Call 911

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny

How to grow artichokes in Oregon

By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

Transform Your Bathroom and Change Your Life.

Easy to Use
Premium Quality, 

Style, & Innovation
Professional

Installation Included
Lifetime
Warranty

Bubbles, Massage 
Jets, & More 

Made in
Tennessee

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-900-9151

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

With deeply lobed silver 
leaves and a 3-foot stature, the 
artichoke adds drama to the garden 
and delight to the dinner table.

Artichokes can brighten up 
a perennial border, serve as 
a striking specimen plant or 
anchor a vegetable garden. But 
most people grow them for their 
edible appeal — leathery leaves 
perfect for dipping and the tender, 
flavorful heart at the center.

Although artichokes thrive in 
the cool, moist climate of coastal 
California, Western Oregon is 
usually mild enough to grow 

them as perennials — if they are 
cut back and mulched in winter 
— according to Jim Myers, 
vegetable breeder and researcher 
with Oregon State University.

For best results, Myers 
recommends growing varieties 
such as ‘Green Globe’, ‘Imperial 
Star’ and ‘Emerald’.

“For something unusual, try 
growing ‘Violetto’,” Myers said. 
“It’s highly variable in terms of 
spines and purple coloration, but 
in my opinion, it has the best 
flavor of all the artichokes.”

Growing artichokes in Oregon

By midsummer, the artichoke plant should send up flower buds, which are 
the part of the plant that we eat.

Stephen Ward

In Western Oregon, artichokes 
can often be grown as short-lived 
perennials. In Central and Eastern 
Oregon, gardeners may grow them 
as annuals with some extra care.

Purchase starter plants in May 
or June from a local nursery or 
reputable mail-order catalog.

“Plant artichoke starts in loose, 
well-amended soil in full sun,” 
Myers said. “Space them 3 to 5 
feet apart, and when planning your 
garden, consider the shade they’ll 
cast. Water and mulch regularly.”

By midsummer, artichokes 
should begin producing flower 
buds — the edible part of the 
plant. Harvest the buds before 
they begin to open. If allowed to 
bloom, the plant produces a large 
purple thistle-like flower that can 
be dried for decorative use.

In mild climates, harvesting all 
the buds may encourage a second 
crop in the fall.

Care and maintenance
Artichoke plants typically 

produce well for three to four 
years. After that, it’s best to dig 
and divide them, as they begin to 
form offshoots that can crowd the 
original plant.

In fall:
* Cut back the plant.
* Mulch with a generous 

covering of leaves or straw.
* In spring, uncover new shoots 

from the parent plant around 
April.

Be aware that in colder winters 
— even with mulching — 
artichokes may not survive.

Want to learn more about this 
topic? Explore more resources 
from OSU Extension: Garden 
vegetables and herbs, Gardening 
techniques

DISCOVERING
FAMILY RECIPES

You may have your family 
food heritage represented in 
cookbooks but not even realize 
it. This doesn’t have to be a 
collection of family recipes in one 
cookbook or notebook. You may 
discover that family members 
have contributed to community 
and organizational cookbooks.

These might date back for several 
decades, but give you insight into 
recipes your family members 
used, places where they lived, and 
organizations they belonged to. 
These cookbooks compose a part 
of your family heritage as much 
as those containing only recipes 
from your relatives.

Check Out Family Cookbooks
Look over recipe books 

accumulated by family members 
over the years. Generally when 
someone contributes a recipe or 
two to a fund raising project, they 
purchase at least one copy of the 
cookbook. 

Most of these recipe books 
will be from the community 
where your family lives or has 
lived. Occasionally someone will 
contribute recipes to a project in a 
distant, yet related, area.

Nowadays, with the Internet, it’s 
easier to send recipes to projects 
further from home. Also, groups 
of people around the country and 
the world may add their recipes 
to an e-book that raises funds or 
promotes a cause.
Possible Cookbooks with Family 

Recipes
* Church cookbooks - Fund 

raising cookbooks by church 
organizations are numerous. If 
your family member or ancestor 
attended a particular church, 
check to see if the ladies’ group 
ever produced a cookbook. You 
may find a familiar name there.

* Organizations - Various 
organizations find cookbooks a 
great fund raising project. I’ve 
participated in cookbooks created 
by authors’ and quilters’ groups. 
Some historical societies produce 
cookbooks, especially when 
contributors pass along old family 
recipes. 

* Schools - Often the PTA will 
produce a cookbook with recipes 
from the teachers and parents of 
the school children. 

* Calendars = Sometimes 
calendars with recipes on them 
have been used as fundraisers. 
When my granddaughter was in 
7th grade, the students collected 
recipes placed on a calendar 
instead of a picture for each 
month. 

* Online Cookbooks - These 
have become popular in recent 
years and are produced in the e-
book or on a CD. 

My recipe from a church 
recipe book, the 1974 Poughquag 
Cookbook, produced by the ladies 
of the Poughquag (NY) Methodist 
Church.: 

APPLE CAKE - Add 1 cup 
sugar to 2 cups coarsely chopped 
apples; let stand for 10 minutes. 
Melt 4 tablespoons butter or 
margarine and add to apple 
mixture. Then blend in 1 beaten 
egg and 1 teaspoon vanilla.

Sift together 1 1/2 cup flour, 1-
teaspoon baking soda, 1-teaspoon 
cinnamon, 1/2-teaspoon salt; add 
to apple mixture. Stir; then fold 
in 1/2-cup raisins and 1/2 cup 
chopped nuts.

Bake in greased 9-inch pan at 
350 degrees F. for approximately 
30-40 minutes, or until cake tests 
done.

 (c) 2026 Mary Emma Allen, 
me.allen@juno.com

(Mary Emma Allen researches 
and writes from her woodland NH 
home.)

Has your business made the McKenzie Connection?
Your ads in River Reflections will reach

people who are in touch with the McKenzie Valley

Get connected today!
rivref2@gmail.com     541-822-3358

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/garden/how-to-grow-artichokes-in-oregon/9344.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/extras/discovering-family-recipes/9345.html
mailto:me.allen@juno.com
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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Community Notes

Tuesday
VMCC Senior Center

11 am

Doors at the Vida McKenzie 
Community Center open at 11 am 
at 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida for a 
wonderful opportunity to connect, 
learn, and grow. They include 
socializing, a speaker or activity, 
and lunch (with a suggested dona-
tion of $5).

Wednesday
Upper McKenzie Jiu-Jitsu

7 - 8 pm

No-Gi Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu club at 
the Upper McKenzie Community 
Center, 54745 McKenzie River 
Drive in Rainbow.  For More In-
formation email: uppermckenzie-
jiujitsu@gmail.com

Tuesday
Little Poker League

6 - 9 pm

Watershed Wednesday
9 - 11:30 am

Coburg, Oregon  

Join the McKenzie River Trust 
every Wednesday morning at 

Green Island. Projects vary based 
on the season but typically in-
clude invasive species removal, 
habitat care or planting/tree estab-
lishment. Green Island is a 1,100 
acre preserve.
Wednesday & Thursday

AA meetings

AA meetings are held on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and Sun-
days at 5 p.m. at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
Walterville. plus in Blue River at 
6 p.m. on Thursdays at the clinic 
on Dexter Street.

Thursday
Dog Socialization

Pack Walks
10 am

At the Walterville Pond, meet at 
East end parking lot.  Free weekly, 
For more information: email 
quickslyfox@duck.com

Thursday 
GMRS net

6 pm 

The McKenzie Valley Neighbors 
Radio Group meets at 6:00 pm on 
462.6750 MHz, Tone 100.0 Hz 
(often Radio Memory Channel 28) 
on the Deathball Repeater. Make 
it easy on McKenzie Community 
Communications-supplied radios 

and anything volunteers have 
programmed for you.

Friday
Yoga in Leaburg 

42870 McKenzie Hwy, Every 
Friday at McKenzie Fire & Res-
cue’s Leaburg Training Center, 
from 8 to 9 am..

Friday
SAIL Exercise Program

10 to 11 am.

Vida McKenzie Community 
Center, 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida. 
Join the SAIL program on Fridays 
for instructor-led exercises to 
boost strength, independence, and 
confidence. All ages and abilities 
are welcome.

Saturday
A Dime At A Time

Leaburg Store, 42840 McKen-
zie Hwy, Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting - Saturday 
morning sorting sessions every 
Saturday from 10-noon. Dona-
tions can be dropped off to us at 
Leaburg Store and maybe help us 
bag up the containers.

May 21
Naturescaping

6 - 7:30  pm

Learn how to selecting the 
‘right plant’ for the ‘right place’ 
control invasive species, reduce 
chemicals, and create a fire-
resilient landscape at McKenzie 
Fire & Rescue’s Leaburg Training 
Center, 42870 McKenzie 
Highway

Following informational pre-
sentations from EWEB and the 
McKenzie Watershed Council, 
attendees will be led through an 
interactive activity that helps put 
Naturescaping design principles 
into practice on your land. 

A light dinner will be provided.  
RSVPs are encouraged but not 
required. To RSVP, email info@
purewaterpartners.org

May 26
McKenzie Food Pantry

11 am - 1 pm

At the McKenzie Bridge Chris-
tian Church, 56334 McKenzie 
Hwy, McKenzie Bridge.

Free groceries are provided in 
accordance with Oregon Food 
Bank and Food For Lane County 
guidelines for food distribution to 
those in need. 11 am - 1 pm, every 
2nd & 4th Friday

May 27
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner 
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, 
unless otherwise noted on the 
published agenda. Regular Board 
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings 
are on an as needed basis

May 27
Lane Electric Coop

9 - 10:30 am

Members of Lane Electric Co-
operative can join monthly board 
meetings, which begin at 9 a.m.

Each meeting begins with a 
member comment period. Indi-
vidual members have three min-

utes to address the board at that 
time. Topics presented will be 
discussed amongst the board and 
followed up on accordingly.

If you wish to address the Lane 
Electric board please complete 
a meeting request form at least 
five days prior to the meeting you 
would like to attend.

June 2
Coffee With Locals

10 - 11 am

Come have a cup of coffee with 
the locals (paid for by Locals 
Helping Locals) at the 1966 Bar 
& Grill at the Tokatee Golf Club 
in Rainbow. Catch up with your 
neighbors, discuss how you are 
doing in the fire recovery proc-
ess, and share your successes and 
struggles. Contact Brenda Ham-
low with questions: (541) 729-
9802

June 2
EWEB Meeting

5:30 - 8 pm

The Eugene Water & Electric 
Board Commissioners will meet 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at EWEB’s 
Roosevelt Operations Center, 
4200 Roosevelt Blvd. in Eugene. 
Customers and the general public 
are welcome and encouraged to 
attend in person or watch a live 
stream of the meeting in real-
time. Each person will have up 
to three minutes to speak, though 
the Board President may adjust 
speaking time as needed.

June 2
Grange Meeting

7:30 - 8:30 pm

The Walterville Grange #416 
will meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
39259 Camp Creek Road. The 
first two monthly meetings are 
held on the first Tuesday

June 2
BR Water Board

6 - 7 pm

Blue River Water Board Monthly 

Board meeting in the O’Brien 
Memorial Library meeting room,, 
51771 Blue River Dr.

June 8
Parks Advisory

6 - 7:30pm

The Parks Advisory Committee 
meets in the Goodpasture Room, 
3050 N Delta Hwy, Eugene. 
on the 2nd Monday of each 
month (except during July & 
August). It advises the Board of 
County Commissioners on park 
needs, recommends priorities 
for projects - including financial 
and operational development 
and acquisition. The committee 
also provides recommendations 
regarding long-range planning for 
future park programs and needs, 
and serves as a liaison group 
representing the concerns of the 
community.

June 8
Spfd School Board

7 - 10 pm

The Springfield Public Schools 
is led by a five-member elected 
school board. The Board of 
Directors meets twice during most 
months during the school year. 
Regular business meetings begin 
at 7 p.m. on the second Monday 
of the month. Work sessions are 
generally held at 5:30 p.m. on the 
fourth Monday of the month. All 
meetings, unless otherwise noted, 
are held in the Board Room of 
the Springfield Public Schools 
Administration Building, 640 A 
Street, Springfield. 

June 9
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner 

meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, 
unless otherwise noted on the 
published agenda. Regular Board 
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings 
are on an as needed basis

June 9
Tourism Committee

9 - 10 am

The McKenzie River Chamber 
of Commerce Tourism Commit-
tee meets via Zoom every Second 
Tuesday of every month. Please 
join in even if you are not a 
Chamber member. The committee 
strives to strengthen the support 
of locals interested in improving 
tourism and the economic vital-
ity of the entire McKenzie River 
Valley. Email the Tourism Chair 
to get on the meeting email list: 
Treasurer@McKenzieChamber.
com

June 9
McKenzie Food Pantry

11 am - 1 pm

At the McKenzie Bridge Chris-
tian Church, 56334 McKenzie 
Hwy, McKenzie Bridge.

Free groceries are provided in 
accordance with Oregon Food 
Bank and Food For Lane County 
guidelines for food distribution to 
those in need. 11 am - 1 pm, every 
2nd & 4th Friday

Weekly Meetings

Have an event
to share? 

Whether you’re hosting a workshop,
performance, or community gathering,

we want to feature it!
Click here or submit your event details 

at tinyurl.com/3j33kkxz

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, in church on Hwy. 
126 just east of Walterville.  You may also make prayer requests, or 
request an emailed or earth-mailed bulletin -- phone or send email 
to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We 
would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

https://tockify.com/tkf2/submitEvent/6018c830f46a4c779946c586e53e84c0
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:quickslyfox@duck.com
mailto:info@purewaterpartners.org
mailto:info@purewaterpartners.org
mailto:Treasurer@McKenzieChamber.com
mailto:Treasurer@McKenzieChamber.com
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
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Emergency? Call 911

CLASSIFIED ADS - Phone, Email 
or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday 
@ 5pm rivref2@gmail.com FAX 

541-663-4550 Non-subscriber Rates: 
35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per is-

sue. All ads must be paid in advance.

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

Test Of Time

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING      CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING     CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
ANNUAL DRACO “THAT’ S 
INCREDIBLE” YARD SALE
The sale people watch for all 

year! Multiple DRACO Neigh-
borhood Yard Sales in one nice, 
easy-to-walk location. Saturday, 
June 6, 9 am-5 pm. Sunday, June 
7, 9 am-3 pm. Antiques, tools, 
sporting goods, and TONS of 
miscellaneous. VMCC will sell 
hotdogs and other goodies at the 
Caboose on Madrone on Saturday. 
Location: 6 mi. east of Walterville 
on Hwy 126, near mp 17.

FOLLOW SIGNS across the 
bridge to the sales.

Bath Tubs
Safe Step. North America¬ís 

#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-459-4942

Coins & Jewelry
Buying US and foreign coins, 

currency, tokens, gold, silver, 
& jewelry. North Star Coin & 
Jewelry, 650 Main St., Springfield. 
541-746-5964. S=nscj--1/14.

Dental Insurance
Dental Insurance from Physic-

ians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-580-1387 www.
dental50plus.com/river #6258

FOR RENT
The beautiful Vida McKenzie 

Community Center, has every-
thing you need for your event. Go 

to  vidacommunitycenter.com for 
more info.

Shelly Pruitt 541-554-9332
Funeral Home

Major Family Funeral Home. 
Family Owned Since 1961. 
Funerals ° Burials ° Cremations ° 
Monuments ° Keepsakes ° Video 
Tributes.  541-746-9667.

Personal
If you want to drink, that’s your 

business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 5:00-
6:00pm at the McKenzie Valley 
Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from 
the Walterville Shopping Center. 
N/c-sub 5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students 

- Beginners, Intermediate and 
Advanced - all ages. Profes-
sional jazz pianist, classically 
trained with years of teaching 
experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 
or email; kimberly@liquidsister.
com. http://www.liquidsister.com 
SKP-8/16ruc

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are 

meeting most Friday afternoons 
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
Training Center.  Please call 
Sara at (541) 896-3059 for more 
information.S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Services
Natures Friend Beautifying 

Co. Property/rental cleanup, 
restoration, tree work, blackberry 
& ivy destruction, pressure 
washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free 
appliance removal. Call Scottish 
541-913-8477. SB=JAB-2/27-

3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give 
me a call! The Wall Doctor - 
Serving the McKenzie River area. 
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, 
custody, support, property and 
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-5295. www.pa-
ralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

 Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-866-695-9265 today!

 Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous tax credit for 2025. 

Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

 We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get paid. 

Get your fair cash offer today 

by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-
866-249-8679.

 
 We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell 

your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 

Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. 
Call 1-855-980-4382.

 
The bathroom of your dreams 

in as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. 

No more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-844-659-1070 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off 
your entire order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an additional 10% off. 
Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North America¬ís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-855-900-9151

Truman is a male shepherd/col-
lie mix whose owner passed away 
suddenly from a heart attack. He is 
about 20 months old and friendly 
with people and other dogs. He is 
not neutered but we are willing to 
have it done when we find a home 
for him. If you’re interested in 
making him part of your family, or 
know someone who is, please call 
541-822-3358 and leave a mes-
sage.

Help this dog
find his new home

This Space

For Rent

rivref2@gmail.

com

541-822-3358

Not sure why
BUSINESS IS SLOW?

is not just a saying in business.
Advertise today and let your business be in 

sight and in the minds of potential customers

rivref2@gmail.com         541-822-3358

McKenzie
River Reflections

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L.C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

I have been lucky in 
life, growing up in nice 
neighborhoods, going to good 
schools, with parents who are very 
successful financially. I am about 
to finish my bachelor’s degree and 
work full-time at a good job. I am 
20 and things are going great.

My wonderful boyfriend is 
22 and has been less lucky. He 
was raised by an amazing single 
mother who has worked two jobs 
to support her four children; they 
are from a low-income, mostly 
Latino community, where the 
schools are poor. As a result, life 
has been harder for him.

Unlike my parents who have 
given me money to save, he has 
had to work full-time, often living 
paycheck to paycheck. Because of 
this he had been out of school but 
just started working on his degree 
again.

My boyfriend and I couldn’t be 
happier. We are living together 
and know that we want to spend 

the rest of our lives together. We 
can’t imagine it any other way. In 
fact, we are treating the economic 
downturn as a great opportunity 
and are hoping to buy a small 
house at the end of the year.

The problem is my parents 
consistently make nasty remarks 
about him and our relationship. 
They say he’s riding my coat tails, 
taking advantage of me, and once 
we’ve cohabitated long enough, 
will take half of what I have. The 
things they say come off as classist 
and even racist, and my mother 
and father know these remarks 
hurt me deeply. Should I tell my 
parents to take a hike?

Keely
Keely, you can’t imagine your 

life without your boyfriend, but 
at 20 you can’t imagine a world 
with rotary telephones. At 40 you 
won’t be able to imagine what you 
did at 20. Let’s take a step back 
and try to decide if it’s fair to tell 
your parents to take a hike.

A universal characteristic of 
humans is that we prefer our 
own group to other groups. As 
primatologist Frans de Waal 
says, “Identification with the 
home team comes easily to group 
animals like ourselves.” We might 
call this preference prejudice, but 
ultimately it is grounded in our 
biology.

Aside from this innate 

preference, how might things 
look to your parents? They know 
marriages of young people are 
the marriages most at risk. At 20, 
you are five or six years below the 
average age of women marrying in 
the U.S. That is cause for concern. 
In addition, almost everyone 
getting divorced thought they 
were marrying for life.

Everything has gone well 
in your life so far. It’s hard to 
imagine things not going well. 
But statistically speaking, you are 
on a lucky streak. You have been 
shined on. Research shows all of 
us are more likely to believe bad 
events will happen to someone 

else, not us.
We don’t doubt your boyfriend’s 

sincerity, but from your parents’ 
point of view, he has every 
reason in the world to want you. 
You are a shining star. He may 
genuinely think he loves you, 
but the package is so attractive it 
may have him dazzled. On your 
part, your parents may wonder if 
you are confusing admiration and 
altruism with love.

Parents fear for their children, 
and you are scaring them. They 
see you buying a house and his 
whole family moving in. They see 
you responsible for five lives and 
the whole trajectory of your life 

Nora Hutton

plummeting. Do 20 plus years of 
nurturance and raising you mean 
nothing? No, they count for a lot.

Some people your age have 
found the one for them. Only 
time will tell. It is fair to tell your 
parents to stop with the racist 
remarks, but telling them to take 
a hike is going too far. If you are 
right about your boyfriend, if he 
is everything you claim he is, his 
deeds and character will in time 
win them over.

Wayne & Tamara
Wayne & Tamara are the 

authors of Cheating in a Nutshell 
and As the Child of an Alcoholic.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/extras/test-of-time/9346.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
http://www.liquidsister.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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ACROSS
1. Throat-clearing sound
5. Like a fiddle?
8. Chicago baseballer
11. Cyberattack target
12. Opposite of pizzicato, in 
music
13. Bullying, e.g.
15. Pharmacy ware
16. Wedding cake layer
17. *Mythological part woman, 
part bird
18. *Part man, part bull

20. Means justifiers
21. Seize the throne
22. Found at the pump
23. *Part man, part fish
26. Julianne Moore or Lucille 
Ball, e.g.
30. Schiller’s address to joy
31. Popular pet rodent
34. Bono’s bandmate, with The
35. Chunk of iceberg
37. *Pointy-eared humanoid
38. Knight’s breastplate
39. Independent chieftan

MYTHOLOGICAL CREATURES

40. Pay, in casino (2 words)
42. Bugling ungulate
43. Like sun
45. Mother-of-pearl, pl.
47. Public health org.
48. Manila hemp
50. Vegan’s protein choice
52. *Three-headed dog
55. African antelope, pl.
56. Not written
57. Arch above eye
59. Actor’s rep
60. Sommelier’s domain
61. *Large and hideous human-
oid
62. *Giant bird of prey
63. Bulb type
64. *Abominable humanoid

DOWN
1. Tally
2. Stay out of its way!
3. Small ladies’ handbag
4. Extra large wine bottle
5. Robin Hood’s companion 
Tuck
6. Frost over (2 words)
7. Millimeter of mercury
8. Little Miss Muffet’s morsel
9. Mail carrier, acr.
10. Beyonc , a.k.a. Queen ____
12. Adjust
13. Beforehand
14. *Wailing spirit
19. “Killers of the Flower Moon” 
Oklahoma location
22. Hair-raising product
23. Lawn trimmer
24. Organ swelling
25. Made over
26. Abundant
27. Landscaper’s tool
28. Like an athlete
29. Office stations
32. Landlord’s due
33. Acronym-named sandwich
36. *Part lion, part eagle
38. Lickety-split
40. Nurses’ org.
41. Incapable
44. Sunbaked, archaically 
speaking
46. Demijohn
48. Eagle’s home
49. Gwyneth Paltrow’s Goop
50. Not for here (2 words)
51. Barrel-counting org.
52. Type of hood
53. Restless desire
54. Database command
55. Roofing sealant
58. Yellow river tributary

Solution on Page 9

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!
Click here or go to:

tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

Solution on Page 9

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

833-884-0041
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
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Have a news tip?
Contact rivref2@gmail.com

Bin by Bin

Fishing
Report

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU SOLUTIONA Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

May 21 - The first federal 
Homestead Act was passed May 
20, 1862. For a nominal fee of 
$34 all eligible citizens, 21 years 
of age, could locate upon 160 
acres of unoccupied public land, 
and after 5 years of residence, the 
government granted title to the 
property. Another way for citizens 
to acquire homestead land was to 
build a residence on the property, 
live there 5 years and pay a fee of 
a dollar-and-a-quarter an acre. By 
1910 nearly half the farmland in 
Oregon had been acquired under 
the 1862 Homestead Act. 

911 Call - 39000 blk, Woods Rd.
5:25 a.m: Assault - 38400 blk, 

McK. Hwy.
8:33 a.m: Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Unknown Injury - 
Marcola Rd.

4:12 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Unknown Injury - Hill 
Rd.

6:14 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy.

6:59 p.m: Suspicious Subject - 
39300 blk, Hileman Rd.

7:22 p.m: Illegal Fireworks - 
Cougar Falls.

8:20 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- 44300 blk, McK. Hwy.

Comments, as reported, may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff’s
Report

Return To Page 3

By Tracy K. Smith
The 5 am truck idles 
at the curb, inching along
to keep pace with the first man
walking, unlucky son whose job 
is to rise when this city’s other 
men 
have only just fallen into bed 
drunk, sated, ghostlike from
scouring the parks, pubs,
bridges, piers, and stairs
to the nowhere men gather 
after dusk. Saturday before
even the sun can blink an eye.
Venus still steady in the island’s 
eastward sky. The keys to all 
the city’s blue bins weigh down 
his belt with a music soothing
to the worried sick and lonely. 
Discrete Man. Dutiful One. 
When he comes, he doesn’t 
hum. Deep in duty, he lets
the music make itself: wine jugs,
beer bottles, mustard urns, dregs
in glass flasks, in crocks, in tins.
Phials of ointment meant not
to cure but to permit the sick
merely to endure. He greets
the cobbles like a lover,
tumbling empties down into
his barrel then up into his truck.
Like the night soil man—stoic 
hero
I saw sketched once in a 
schoolbook—
whose patient barrow combed
stone cities, thatched cities,
cities of brick and timber, wattle
and dung. Hauling our every
stark truth into the dark.

Source: Poetry (May 2026)

Tracy K. Smith was born in 
Massachusetts and raised in 
northern California. She earned 
a BA from Harvard University 
and an MFA in creative writing 
from Columbia University. From 
1997 to 1999 she held a Stegner 
fellowship at Stanford University. 
Smith is the author of four books 
of poetry: The Body’s Question 
(2003), which won the Cave 
Canem prize for the best first 
book by an African-American 
poet; Duende (2007), winner of 
the James Laughlin Award and 
the Essense Literary Award; Life 
on Mars (2011), winner of the 
Pulitzer Prize for Poetry; and 
Wade in the Water (2018). In 2014 
she was awarded the Academy 
of American Poets fellowship. 
She has also written a memoir, 
Ordinary Light (2015), which 
was a finalist for the National 
Book Award in nonfiction. Her 
latest book is Fear Less: Poetry in 
Perilous Times(2025).

In June 2017, Smith was named 
U.S. poet laureate. She teaches at 
Harvard University, where she is a 
professor of English and of African 
and African American Studies 
and the Susan S. and Kenneth L. 
Wallach Professor at the Harvard 
Radcliffe Institute. She also hosted 
American Public Media’s daily 
radio program and podcast The 
Slowdown, which is sponsored by 
the Poetry Foundation.

RAINBOW: Katya Davis, 
of OSU Extension,  delivered a 
comprehensive presentation on 
emergency preparedness and sur-
vival supplies, focusing on food 
storage, equipment, and essential 
survival skills during the recent 
Disaster Preparedness Fair. The 
presentation covered multiple as-
pects of emergency preparedness, 
from basic nutrition needs during 
emergencies to advanced survival 
techniques.

Davis  included discussions of 
emergency food supplies, empha-
sizing the importance of taking 
notice of fat intake by day four of 
an emergency situation. Coconut 
oil and olive oil are recommended 
as essential fat sources, along with 
tuna fish packets for protein. She 
also  suggested carrying crack-
ers and noted leaving a large jar 
of peanut butter at home to avoid 
weight. The canned goods she 
showed featured flip-top lids to 
eliminate the need for can open-
ers, which take up valuable space.

Her food preparation section 
included various options for sus-
tenance during emergencies. Da-
vis  discussed cocoa and granola 
(though someone had eaten her 
granola supply), oatmeal packets 
requiring hot water, and the use of 
small butane burners for cooking. 
She said one burner with one can-

ister of butane provides sufficient 
fuel for steam canning operations, 
including making jam and pro-
cessing tomatoes.

Beverage options were exten-
sively covered, with Davis  noting 
that people become bored with 
limited drink choices. She rec-
ommended crystalline cranberry 
drinks, emergency seed packets, 
and electrolyte packets for when 
people feel “puny.” Hand sanitizer 
was identified as essential, along 
with treats like granola or trail 
mix with chocolate chips. Davis  
mentioned having lifesavers for 
ten years in the same bag, though 
like her granola, someone had eat-
en her chocolate supplies.

Hot beverage preparation in-
cluded teabags and instant coffee, 
with Davis  expressing preference 
for “graniteware cups available at 
St. Vinnie’s for one dollar versus 
six dollars at BiMart.” For en-
hanced meal variety, she recom-
mended small containers with tiny 
vials for spices - including white 
pepper, soy sauce, and paprika to 
combat the boredom of plain rice 
and noodles.

Equipment and tools formed a 
significant portion of the presenta-
tion. Davis  demonstrated various 
lighting solutions, including solar-
powered lights requiring no bat-
teries that can charge under plant 

lights, featuring three functions 
including flashing capabilities and 
phone charging ports. She also 
showed rechargeable flashlights 
with LED technology and mul-
tiple signal functions, along with 
inexpensive tea candles that can 
provide cooking heat when used 
with bricks as a makeshift stove.

Featured safety and first aid 
equipment included headlights, 
first aid kits costing approxi-
mately thirty dollars from AAA, 
and N95 masks for smoke protec-
tion. Davis  emphasized keeping 
flashlights in every room due to 
unpredictable power outages from 
utility work or accidents.

Her emergency shelter and 
warmth solutions featured Mylar 
sleeping bags costing about five 
dollars each, which reflect body 
heat and provide protection in 
Oregon’s climate conditions. My-
lar blankets were mentioned as 
giveaway items useful for creat-
ing temporary shelters with rope. 
Hand warmers that can stay warm 
for about eight hours, she noted,  
were recommended, along with 
rechargeable versions that gener-
ate enough heat to make tea.

Fire-starting capabilities in-
cluded waterproof matches in 
protective cases, veneer chips for 
kindling, Vaseline-coated cotton 
for quick ignition, commercial fire 
starters, shredded paper, and even 
dryer lint. Davis  demonstrated 
that magnifying glasses can start 
fires on sunny days, recalling her 
own childhood experiences with 
fire-starting in vacant lots.

Personal safety and navigation 
tools encompassed cutting imple-
ments advertised to cut through 
pennies, multi-tools with pliers, 
sharp stainless steel knives for fish 
cleaning, fishing line, and safety 
pins for potential fishing activities. 
Davis  also recommended hav-
ing leather gloves, hard hats, and 
boots, plus knee pads for navigat-
ing debris and broken glass during 
earthquakes.

Hygiene and sanitation supplies 
could include bandanas, soap 
leaves for hand washing, expand-
able washcloths that look like 
pills, and environmentally-friend-
ly detergent without phosphates 
for stream washing. Navigation 
and signaling equipment that were 
featured included compasses, 
whistles for continuous signaling 
when unable to yell, mirrors for 
helicopter signaling, and flash-
lights for emergency communica-
tion.

Water purification methods in-
cluded LifeStraws, eyedroppers 
from a drugstore children’s sec-
tions, and a battery-powered ster-
ilization device using blue light 
that requires one minute per glass 
of water. Davis  said she preferred 
the LifeStraws over the steriliza-
tion device due to efficiency con-
cerns.

The presentation concluded 
with information about a Eugene 
store selling freeze-dried items 
and freeze dryers, though Davis  
again found BiMart to be more 
cost-effective for most supplies. 
Additional items mentioned in-
cluded dental floss for fishing, 
toilet paper, hand wipes, pickle 
buckets with kitty litter for sanita-
tion, plastic bag systems for waste 
disposal, waterless cleaning prod-
ucts and hand sanitizer for pre-
meal hygiene.

Peanut Butter, Flashlights and Fire Starters
Emergency Supplies Can Make the Difference During A Disaster

Katya Davis offered some creative ways to ensure people will be ready in 
advance of an emergency.

 McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp 
at Blue River - are restricted to 
angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Trout Stocking Schedule: 
Trout stocking is underway 
on many lakes and reservoirs 
throughout the state. Releases 
of 8” to 10” hatchery fish were: 
Leaburg Lake – 1,400 and Carmen 
Reservoir – 750.

Fish Counts
May 16, Willamette Falls
Spring Chinook – 14,675

Summer Steelhead – 2,919

A new organization called 
McKenzie Community Chorus 
is inviting community members 
(men, women, and children age 
14 and older) to help start an all-
comers chorus for the McKenzie 
River Valley. Initial plans are that 
the chorus will begin weekly re-
hearsals in September and give 
its first performance in Decem-
ber. Jamie Sieminski will direct 
the chorus. Janet Savage will ac-
company at the piano and Audrey 
Spencer will assist with special 
projects.

The organizing committee, 
which meets twice monthly, wel-
comes anyone interested in as-
sisting with chorus planning and 

operations. Those with experi-
ence in bookkeeping, communi-
cations (press releases, website 
content, social media), grant writ-
ing, data management, and legal 
matters are especially encouraged 
to volunteer.

Gerry Aster, who chairs the or-
ganizing committee, commented 
that “this committee is a chance to 
help build something fun, mean-
ingful, and rewarding from the 
ground up.”

To volunteer and also to indi-
cate interest in joining the chorus 
itself, write to mckenziechorus@
gmail.com or contact Gerry di-
rectly at 541-896-3001.

Can you carry a tune?

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/extras/peanut-butter-flashlights-and-fire-starters/9347.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
http://www.ricksteber.com
mailto:mckenziechorus@gmail.com
mailto:mckenziechorus@gmail.com
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Amazon asks for my ID 

before refunding a defective 
DVD/VCR — but why?

Need to talk?
Call 988

The Oregon Funeral Directors 
Association has named Major 
Family Funeral Home as its 2026 
Funeral Home of the Year, rec-
ognizing the Springfield funeral 
home for its compassionate care 
and community involvement.

Out of 277 funeral homes across 
Oregon, the association selected 
Major Family Funeral Home and 
its owners, Todd and Joy Slack, 
along with their staff, for the state-
wide honor.

The award was presented dur-
ing the 2026 OFDA Convention 

in Eugene by OFDA President 
Elizabeth Johnson, who praised 
the funeral home’s dedication to 
families during difficult times.

“This year’s Funeral Home of 
the Year is a place that truly re-
flects the meaning of compassion-
ate, community-centered care,” 
Johnson said during the presenta-
tion.

She said the staff at Major Fam-
ily Funeral Home is known for 
providing personalized services 
and guiding families “with care, 
professionalism, and genuine 
compassion” through the grieving 
process.

The OFDA President also high-
lighted the funeral home’s active 
involvement in the Oregon Fu-
neral Directors Association and 
its continued support of the pro-
fession statewide.

“What truly sets them apart is 
their commitment not only dur-
ing the service, but before and 
after — walking alongside fami-
lies every step of the way and 
creating meaningful experiences 
that reflect each life they honor,” 
Johnson said. “This is something I 
have experienced personally.”

Major Family Funeral Home Named Oregon’s Best

When David Cerullo returns 
a defective DVD/VCR combo 
to Amazon, he expects a quick 
refund. Instead, the company asks 
him to prove his identity — and 
keeps rejecting his valid Colorado 
driver license. Now, he just wants 
to know why Amazon is making it 
so difficult to get his money back.

I bought a DVD/VCR combo 
from Amazon for $273. After 
using it for a few weeks, it stopped 
loading DVDs, so I returned it. 
Amazon confirmed it received the 
item a few days later.

Then I saw a message on my 
account saying, “Your refund 
couldn’t be processed.” When 
I called, a representative told 
me I had to verify my identity 
before they could issue a refund. 
Amazon sent me a link to upload 
my driver’s license, which I did. 
But the system kept rejecting it, 
saying my Colorado driver license 
wasn’t from the United States.

I must have done this five times. 
Each time I called, a representative 
told me to wait three days and try 

Dustin Elliott

again. But nothing worked. 
I’ve had this account for years 

and never had a problem before. I 
don’t understand why I suddenly 
need to prove who I am to get my 
refund. Can you help me find out 
why Amazon made this so hard 
— and get my money back?

David Cerullo, Denver
Looks like you ran into one of 

Amazon’s automated security 
checks. The company flagged your 
account for “abnormal activity” 
— in this case, repeated returns 
and mismatched information — 
and required identity verification 
before issuing a refund.

Amazon’s verification system 
is far from perfect. It can reject 
perfectly valid documents. That’s 
why your Colorado driver license 
was repeatedly flagged as “not 
from the United States,” and why 
you got stuck in a frustrating loop. 
Every time you uploaded your ID, 
a representative told you to wait 
three days and try again, with no 
clear way to reach a human who 
could fix the issue.

You asked Amazon repeatedly 
what had gone wrong. One 
representative said there was 
“possible” fraud on your account. 
Another claimed you had 
“suspicious activity.” Interestingly, 
this was your only purchase on 
Amazon in the last five years.

What can you do in a situation 
like this? First, save a complete 
paper trail — screenshots, 
emails, chat transcripts. That 

documentation will be critical if 
you need to escalate your request.

If you’re going in circles, escalate 
to Amazon’s executive contacts 
(I list them on my advocacy 
site, Elliott.org). Persistence and 
thorough documentation are your 
best tools for breaking free from 
an automated system that’s failing 
you.

Colorado law also protects 
you in situations like this. 
Under the Colorado Consumer 
Protection Act, you have the 
right to a refund for defective 
merchandise. Retailers can’t 
create unreasonable barriers to 
returning faulty products, and 
you can file a complaint with the 
Attorney General if a company 
acts in bad faith.

I contacted Amazon on your 
behalf. Because you used an 
Amazon store card, it required 
additional identity verification, 
which included mailing a code 
and a follow-up call. Two months 
after returning the defective DVD/
VCR, you finally received your 
money.

Christopher Elliott is the 
founder of Elliott Advocacy 
(https://elliottadvocacy.org), a 
nonprofit organization that helps 
consumers solve their problems. 
Email him at chris@elliott.org 
or get help by contacting him at 
https://elliottadvocacy.org/help/

© 2026 Christopher Elliott

Students at McKenzie River 
Community School are prepar-
ing to turn classroom ideas into 
real-world businesses during the 
school’s annual Market Night 
later this month.

Set for Wednesday, May 27, 
the event will feature student-run 
businesses developed through-
out the school year in Mr. Culp’s 
class. Organizers say the evening 
has become one of the school’s 
most anticipated events, giving 
students an opportunity to show-
case products they designed, 
marketed, and prepared for sale 
themselves.

Over the past several months, 
students have worked through the 
full process of launching small 
businesses — from brainstorming 
ideas and refining products to cre-
ating marketing plans and prepar-
ing for opening night.

This year’s student businesses 
include handmade crafts, art-
work, candles, jewelry, and 3D-
printed creations. Featured ven-
dors include Print-It Playground, 
offering articulated 3D-printed 
dragons; Blur Theory, specializ-

ing in abstract paintings; Flowing 
Design, with McKenzie-themed 
artwork; Threaded Friends, sell-
ing braided friendship bracelets; 
Welcoming Warmth, featuring 
beeswax candles; and The River 
Fox, offering beaded bracelets 
and wooden coasters.

Proceeds from Market Night 
will support student scholarship 
funds for future college and career 
opportunities.

Organizers note that many prod-
ucts sell out quickly each year and 
encourage community members 
to arrive early for the best selec-
tion.

Market Night will run from 5 
to 7 p.m. in the old gymnasium 
at McKenzie River Community 
School.

Market Night at McKenzie

ready-to-go emergency bin when-
ever conditions reach Level 2.

Level 3, they stressed, means 
“Go Now.”

Jenn Wickizer said residents 
should never delay leaving once 
Level 3 notices are issued, recall-
ing situations during previous 
fires where some people waited 
too long, placing themselves and 
emergency responders at greater 
risk.

The presentation also focused 
heavily on personal emergency 
preparedness.

Residents were encouraged to 
maintain “go-bags” stocked with 
at least a week’s worth of neces-
sities, including medications, 
eyeglasses, first aid supplies and 
important paperwork. Speakers 
recommended backing up criti-
cal documents digitally on thumb 
drives and keeping portable charg-
ers, charging cables, weather radi-
os and cash on hand in case power 
outages disable ATM and commu-
nication systems.

Family emergency communi-
cation plans were another major 
topic.

Jenn Wickizer advised families 
to establish two separate meeting 
places — one near the home for 

smaller emergencies such as house 
fires, and another outside the im-
mediate community for wildfire 
evacuations. Suggested gathering 
locations included recognizable 
spots such as Blue Sky Market or 
the Blue River Fire Station.

Taylor Wickizer recommended 
families also identify evacuation 
destinations in multiple direc-
tions, such as Eugene or Sisters, 
with predetermined hotels or 
meeting points. He said having 
an out-of-state contact person can 
help family members reconnect if 
local communication systems fail 
during a disaster.

The speakers also discussed 
lessons learned from the 2020 
Holiday Farm Fire, noting that 
many survivors experienced rap-
idly changing evacuation routes, 
road closures and communication 
breakdowns.

Because of that experience, res-
idents were urged to keep paper 
maps in their vehicles and identify 
multiple evacuation routes rather 
than relying solely on GPS navi-
gation.

Animal evacuation planning re-
ceived special attention, particu-
larly for livestock owners.

Jenn Wickizer advised large an-

imal owners to begin moving ani-
mals during Level 1 evacuations 
and complete relocation by Level 
2, warning that Level 3 condi-
tions often become too dangerous 
for safe transport. Residents were 
encouraged to maintain several 
days of feed and water supplies 
and ensure animals have proper 
identification through tags or mi-
crochips.

The fire department also em-
phasized the importance of vis-
ible address signs and accessible 
gates during emergencies. Prop-
erty owners were encouraged to 
provide gate access codes to the 
department to help firefighters 
quickly reach homes during emer-
gencies.

The presentation concluded 
with recommendations for emer-
gency technology tools including 
the Watch Duty and PulsePoint 
smartphone applications, which 
provide real-time fire and emer-
gency response information.

Officials also reminded resi-
dents that backyard burning re-
strictions remain in effect due to 
dry conditions and elevated wild-
fire risk across the region.

Return To Page 1

Emergency Plans

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/section/extras/problem%5Fsolved
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/extras/market-night-at-mckenzie/9348.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/extras/major-family-funeral-home-named-oregons-best/9349.html
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Oregon Electric Railway
Continued From Page 4

growing up in cities served by 
outfits like Zipcar and Lyft, and 
more and more of them are using 
those services to entirely skip the 
expense and bother of automobile 
ownership. If only there were some 
way that a person in Portland, 
wanting to travel to Eugene, could 
take a taxi or Lyft to the train 
depot; board a fast, inexpensive 
electric train; and then pick up 
a Zipcar at the Eugene depot on 
arrival ....

Today, the old railroad lines for 
the Oregon Electric are mostly in 
use for short-haul freight services 
using regular diesel-electric 
locomotives, and most of them 
get very little traffic. There has 
recently been talk of running the 
diesel-powered Amtrak Cascades 
passenger train service on them.

But it’s worth pondering 
whether those old tracks maybe 
ought to be restored to what 
they were 100 years ago — an 
all-electric, dedicated passenger 
route — without all the expensive 
amenities that helped financially 
ruin the Oregon Electric. 
Running with modern equipment, 
with electric motors driving 

aerodynamic trains on steel rails 
and drawing power from the 
modern high-tension grid, it’s hard 
to imagine there could ever be a 
less expensive way to transport 
people among the Willamette 
Valley’s major cities than the old 
Oregon Electric railroad line.

And if that ever happens, 
perhaps we’ll even see some of 
our state’s derelict architectural 
heritage restored to its former 
glory in places like Pirtle Station.

(Sources: Thompson, Richard. 
Willamette Valley Railways. 
Mount Pleasant, S.C.: Arcadia 
Publishing, 2008; Johnson, Emory 
R. Elements of Transportation. 
New York: Appleton, 1909; Culp, 
Edwin D. Stations West: The Story 
of Oregon Railroads. Caldwell, 
ID: Caxton, 1972; www.oes-
restaurant.com; www.pdxhistory.
com)

Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon 
State University and writes about 
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His 
most recent book, Bad Ideas and 
Horrible People of Old Oregon, 
published by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or suggest a 
topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com or 
541-357-2222.

F.J.D. John 
The Pirtle Transfer Station as it appeared in 2016. The building contained 
a steam generator for producing the power, and also a waiting area for 
passengers transferring on and off of the Corvallis branch line.
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light the strength and importance 
of our automatic and mutual aid 
agreements. “The rapid, coordi-
nated response from all agencies 
involved is a testament to those 

partnerships\, he noted, adding 
that “Our thoughts are with the 
homeowner during this difficult 
time.”

Thompson also thanked “all re-

Structure Fire
Return To Page 1

By Lane Tompkins
Superintendent

McKenzie Schools
As we move deeper into May, 

the pace of the school year begins 
to accelerate. The “slippery slope 
to summer” is officially here, 
with major events, activities, 
competitions, and celebrations 
filling the calendar during the final 
weeks of school. While this time 
of year is exciting, it is also one 
of the most important stretches for 
student learning and engagement. 
This week, I’d like to focus on the 
importance of maintaining strong 
attendance all the way through the 
final day of the school year.

It can be tempting this time of 
year to think that missing a day 
here or there is less important 
once testing, grades, or major 
assignments begin wrapping 
up. In reality, these final weeks 
are filled with valuable learning 
experiences, opportunities for 
reflection, hands-on activities, and 
important relationship-building 
moments. Students continue 
developing skills and making 
academic progress right up to the 
last day of school.

Consistent attendance also 
helps students maintain routines 
and stay connected during this 
busy season. Whether students are 
participating in Outdoor School, 
state testing, athletics, field 
trips, or end-of-year classroom 
activities, each day contributes to 
their overall growth and success.

State testing continues this 
week in the middle and high 
school building. We appreciate 
the continued support families 
provide by ensuring students arrive 
rested, prepared, and ready to do 
their best. These assessments help 
us understand student progress 
more clearly and provide valuable 
information that helps guide 
instruction and support. 

This week includes several 
important milestone events that 
truly mark the transition toward 
the end of the school year. On 
Monday, progress reports are due 
to the office by 11:00 a.m., and 
the Family Advisory Council will 
meet at 6:00 p.m. in the district 

office.
On Tuesday, our fifth grade 

students head to Outdoor School 
at Camp White Branch, where 
they will spend three days learning 
through hands-on environmental 
learning experiences. Outdoor 
School is one of the most 
memorable highlights of the 
elementary experience, giving 
students opportunities to develop 
independence, teamwork, and 
connections to the natural world. 
The program runs through 
Thursday.

On Wednesday, the District 
Budget Committee will meet 
at 5:00 p.m., followed by the 
Board of Directors meeting at 
6:30 p.m. These meetings are an 
important part of planning for the 
future of the district and ensuring 
responsible stewardship of district 
resources.

Thursday marks the conclusion 
of Outdoor School. On Thursday 
as well, the high school U.S. 
History class will visit the Eugene 
Pioneer Cemetery for a field trip 
connected to their studies, bringing 
local history to life through hands-
on, place-based learning.

On Friday, our high school 
track athletes will compete in 
the 1A-SD2 Special District 
Championship Meet hosted at 
the McKenzie Community Track 
and Field. Student-athletes will 
compete for the opportunity to 
advance to next week’s State 
Championship Meet at Hayward 
Field. We are proud of the 
commitment and hard work our 
athletes and coaches have shown 
throughout the season and look 
forward to cheering them on.

These final weeks of school are 
filled with experiences students 
will remember for years to come. 
By maintaining strong attendance 
and staying engaged through the 
end of the year, students position 
themselves for success both 
academically and personally.

Thank you for your continued 
partnership and support as we 
work together to help every 
McKenzie student finish the 
school year strong.

Return To Page 1

and 7,000 gallons of milk when it 
crashed. Some of the material en-
tered a nearby creek that flows into 
the McKenzie River system.

EWEB officials said drinking 
water for Eugene-area customers 
is not expected to be impacted.

Crews from multiple agencies 
mobilized rapidly as part of the 
McKenzie Watershed Emergency 
Response System, known as MW-
ERS. EWEB staff and the Upper 
McKenzie Rural Fire Protection 
District were the first respond-
ers on scene and immediately de-
ployed spill containment equip-
ment.

Containment booms were placed 
in both the creek and the river to 
capture the spilled materials, in-
cluding a boom stretched across 
Trail Bridge Reservoir, where milk 
from the spill could be seen in the 
water Friday.

Officials said the total amount 
of fuel and milk that reached the 
waterway is still being evaluated.

“We have many mitigation mea-
sures in place, and it would take a 
significant amount of time before 
any materials would travel all the 
way down the river to EWEB’s 
Hayden Bridge Drinking Wa-
ter Treatment Plant,” said Susan 
Fricke, EWEB’s Water Resources 
and Quality Assurance Supervi-
sor. “We appreciate our partners’ 
quick response to get mitigation 
measures deployed.”

Responding agencies included 
EWEB, Upper McKenzie Fire & 
Rescue, Springfield Utility Board, 
the Oregon Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, and Region 2 
HazMat teams. The Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife is 
also monitoring the river for pos-
sible impacts to fish and aquatic 

life.
EWEB noted that MWERS 

partners conducted an annual spill 
response drill at the same location 
last fall, which helped prepare 
crews for an incident like Friday’s 
crash.

The MWERS partnership in-
cludes more than a dozen local, 
state, and federal agencies that 
coordinate responses to hazardous 
spills within the McKenzie water-
shed. Participating organizations 
include McKenzie Fire & Rescue, 
Eugene-Springfield Fire Hazmat, 
the Lane County Sheriff’s Office, 
Springfield Utility Board, the City 
of Springfield, DEQ, and the U.S. 
Forest Service.

Officials emphasized that early 
containment efforts significantly 
reduced the risk to downstream 
drinking water supplies.

Tanker Crash

sponding crews for your dedica-
tion and teamwork.”

The cause of the fire has not 
been released.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/21/extras/finishing-strong-attendance-matters-through-the-final-weeks/9352.html
http://www.oes-restaurant.com
http://www.oes-restaurant.com
http://www.pdxhistory.com
http://www.pdxhistory.com
mailto:finn@offbeatoregon.com
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With wildfire season ap-
proaching and forecasts calling 
for heightened fire danger across 
Oregon, Lane County officials are 
encouraging local businesses to 
take steps now to prepare for pos-
sible disruptions caused by smoke, 
wildfire, and evacuations.

Lane County’s Community and 
Economic Development Program 
has launched a public prepar-
edness website along with free 
guides designed to help business-
es reduce risks and better respond 
to emergencies during the upcom-
ing fire season.

Officials say this year’s con-
cerns are amplified by a mild win-
ter and historically low snowpack 
levels, conditions that can con-
tribute to faster drying vegetation 
and increased wildfire activity 
throughout the summer months.

“Wildfire is a risk to us all,” 
the county notes in its outreach 
materials, saying that businesses 
across the region — from the Eu-
gene-Springfield metro area to the 
coast range and Western Cascades 

communities — could face im-
pacts from smoke, fire, transpor-
tation interruptions, or evacuation 
orders.

The county’s preparedness ma-
terials encourage business own-
ers to review insurance coverage, 
develop evacuation plans, prepare 
for possible operational interrup-
tions, and establish worker safety 
procedures before fire season in-
tensifies.

The guides also emphasize the 
importance of protecting records 
and preparing contingency plans 
that can help businesses recover 
more quickly after a disaster.

The county says preparing 
ahead of time can help business-
es save time, money, and reduce 
hardships during emergencies.

More information and down-
loadable preparedness materials 
are available online. Download 
Lane County’s FREE guides:

tinyurl.com/2kad7rha
Disaster Preparedness and In-

surance Readiness Guide
tinyurl.com/49x3zrbd

As Fire Season Nears, County Urges 
Businesses To Get Ready

The McKenzie Boys won the 
day with 105 points earned, easily 
outdistancing the second place 
team, Crow, which finished with 
81.5 points. Triangle Lake finished 
third with 77 points, followed 
by Yoncalla with 67, Monroe 
63, Mohawk 59.5, Mapleton 52, 
Oakridge 30, Siletz Valley 9, 
Eugene Christian 9, and Alsea 4 
points.

The McKenzie Girls competition 
was a bit closer as the Eagles 
finished with 90 points chased by 
Crow in second with 83 points. 
Mohawk finished third at 72 
points followed by Mapleton with 
58, Triangle Lake 56, Monroe 48, 
Yoncalla 27, Oakridge 20, Alsea 
17, Siletz Valley 12 and Eugene 
Christian with 6 points.

Eagle Relays
Lead Boys To Victory

Norlund Captures
Another First Javelin

Hamlow Wins The Pole Vault
The McKenzie Boys Relay 

teams each won the day, Eagle 
sophomore Jacob Norlund took 
first place in the Javelin, and 
junior Rhys Hamlow cleared 
the tallest Pole Vault bar, to 
lead their team to victory in the 
inaugural West Cascade Classic. 
The McKenzie 4x100 Relay team 
of Hamlow, William Valtinson, 
Elijah Santiago, and Andrew 
Munoz Brown won the event with 
a time of 46.55 seconds. Mohawk 
finished 2nd in 47.75 seconds. 
The Eagle 4x400 Relay’s winning 
time was 3:54.10 minutes and that 
quartet was Fen Willis, Hamlow, 
Santiago, and Valtinson. Norlund, 
who continued his consistency in 
the Javelin, earned a first place 
mark this outing with a winning 
throw of 43.75m (143 ft. 6.5 in.). 
Gabrial Rosen of Yoncalla finished 
2nd with a PB throw of 42.52m 
(139 ft. 6 in.). McKenzie’s Owen 
Young took a 10th place finish 
home, 32.26m (105 ft. 10 in.) 
and Eagle teammate, freshman 
Cyrus Bennett threw a PB mark 
of 30.03m (98 ft. 6.25 in.), good 
for a 13th place finish.

Hamlow’s winning Pole Vault 
height was 2.74m (8 ft. 11.75 in.) 
and Loki Allen, a freshman out of 
Mapleton finished 2nd with a PB 
height of 2.44m (8 ft. 0 in.). Noah 
Borden finished 6th in the Shot Put 
with a throw of 11.14m (36 ft. 6.5 
in.). Anthony Hunter established a 
PB mark of 9.62m (31 ft. 6.75 in.), 
which placed him 12th. Yoncalla’s 
Corbin Russell won the Shot Put 
with a toss of 14.92m (48 ft. 11.25 
in.). Crow’s Cayden Hernandez 
won the Discus with a throw 

of 43.75m (143 ft. 6.5 in.) and 
Borden finished 10th at 28.03m 
(91 ft. 11.5 in.).

In the Long Jump, Crow 
freshman Aiden De Leon, took 
top honors with a PB jump of 
5.59m (18 ft. 4 in.), just beating 
Ian Holmes of Yoncalla, who 
had jumped his PB of 5.53m (18 
ft. 1.75 in.). McKenzie’s Amir 
Enfield took 7th at 5.00m (16 ft. 
4.75 in.), Auden Vailes finished 
10th at 4.79m (15 ft. 85 in.) and 
Owen Young set a PB 12th place 
mark of 4.59m (15 ft. 0.75 in.). 
Enfield placed 4th in the Triple 
Jump, 10.34m (33 ft. 11 in.) and 
that event was won by Crow’s 
Luke Storie with a PB jump 
of 11.09m (36 ft. 4.5 in.). The 
High Jump was won by Hunter 
Thelander of Triangle Lake who 
cleared the bar at 1.65m (5 ft. 5 
in.), a Personal Best.

In the West Cascade Classic 
Boys running events, Mohawk’s 
Corbin Dalton finished 1st in the 
100 meters sprint, setting a PB 
time of 11.96 seconds. McKenzie’s 
Andrew Munoz Brown and Auden 
Vailes both set new PB times 
while finishing 3rd (12.38 sec.) 
and 4th (12.57 sec.) respectively. 
Teammates Avery Thoms Purcell 
and Owen Young followed suit 
with PB times, Purcell at 13.50 
sec. (11th place) and Young at 
13.57 sec. (13th). Oakridge senior 
Lee Brainard, who set a PB time 
of 23.66 sec, won the 200 meters. 
That just did beat Eagle William 
Valtinson in 2nd at 23.96 seconds 
and Elijah Santiago in 3rd at 
24.12 seconds. Both Valtinson 
and Santiago times were Personal 
Bests.

Freshman Rylee Davis had the 
highest Eagle finish in the 400 
meters, 8th, with a time of 1:06.93 
minutes. Mohawk’s Dalton won 
that event in 56.90 sec. Monroe 
freshman Dayton Lager won the 
1500 meters in a time of 5:07.92 
min. Eagle senior Will Meister 
finished 2nd in 5:16.80 min. 
and Davis took 3rd in 5:39.09 
min. Meister’s time in the 3000 
meters was a new Personal Best, 
10:24.80 min, 3rd place time and 
Eagle freshman Cyrus Sughroue 
finished right behind in 4th with 
a PB time of 10:24.88 min. Ezra 
Pennel of Triangle Lake continued 
his District 2 dominance of the 
3000 meters, taking the win this 
day with a season best time of 
9:43.69 min. This is the Special 
District’s second best time this 
season only bested by the fastest 
time set by Mark Madsen of 
Crosspoint Christian, 9:15.03 
minutes, set on April 17 in the 6th 
Annual Phillips-Klimek Distance 
Twilight.

Sughroue ran the fastest 
McKenzie time in the 2000m 
Steeplechase. His 5th place time 
was posted at 8:27.92 minutes. 
Meister followed with an 11th 
place finish time of 9:20.30 min. 
Monroe’s Aiden Koroush won the 
Steeplechase with a PB time of 
6:55.20 min.

Other Boys event winners were 

800 meters: Levi Betts, Crow 
2:37.30 min.; 110m Hurdles: 
Tristen Adams, Triangle Lake 
15.79 sec.; 300m Hurdles: Adams, 
Triangle Lake 39.53 sec.
Claire Weiss Wins 200 Meters

Eagle 4x400 Relay Team
Takes A First

McKenzie sophomore Claire 
Weiss set a Personal Best in the 
West Cascade Classic 200 meters 
race and in the process found 
herself a 1st place finish. Weiss 
new PB time is 28:01 seconds, 
which just did beat out Monroe’s 
Miley Richardson, who finished 
2nd in 28:03 sec. Richardson 
turned the tables in the 400 
meters, winning that event in her 
own PB time of 1:02.60 min. 
Natalie Stevens of Mapleton 
finished in a close second with her 
PB time 1:02.80 min. and Claire 
Weiss was 3rd at 1:03.67 min. 
Richardson set a PB time in the 
100 meters, winning with a time 
of 13.18 sec., which just beat out 
a charging Eagle freshman, Nelli 
Sullivan, who set her PB time of 
13.97 seconds to claim 2nd place. 
Teammate Liliana Jones finished 
4th at 14.30 seconds and Grace 
Weiss was 8th at 14.98 sec.

Mapleton’s Stevens won the 
800 meters in a time of 2:39.90 
min and she was followed by a 
couple of Eagles, Myra Dion in 
2nd place at 2:50.44 minutes and 
Zyla Drake in 3rd place who set a 
PB time of 2:51.35 min. Stevens 
doubled up with a win in the 3000 
meters, finishing the distance race 
in 11:22.54 min. Drake took 3rd 
in 12:30.65 minutes and Dion 
finished 4th in 13:18.18 min. 
Dion also took a 2nd place finish 
in the 2000m Steeplechase event, 
setting a PB time of 11:00.44 min. 
Mohawk’s Juliet Devenport easily 
won the Steeplechase with her PB 
time of 9:42.83 min.

McKenzie’s 4x400 Relay team 
had the fastest time of the day 
to claim 1st place and that was 
4:58.06 min. The Eagle 4x400 
Relay foursome was Grace Weiss, 
Mira Willis, Sullivan, and Drake.

Other Girls running events 
winners were: 1500 meters: Paisley 
Jacobsen, Alsea 6:13.35 min.; 
110m Hurdles: Samara Baker, 
Triangle Lake 16.12 sec.; 300m 
Hurdles: Baker, Triangle Lake 
49.55 sec. 4X100 Relay: Mohawk 
(Hannah Baker, Kassandra Turner, 
Mia Dalton, Juliet Davenport) 
56.29 min. McKenzie’s Grace 
Weiss finished 2nd in the Triple 
Jump with a PB leap of 8.85m (29 
ft. 0.5 in.). Crow’s Emma Green 
won the event at 9.68m (31 ft. 9 
in.). Grace Weiss also placed 4th 
in the Long Jump event with a 
distance of 4.28m (14 ft. 0.5 in.). 
Teammate Lillia Meister finished 
9th with a mark of 3.38m (11 ft. 
1 in.), a new PB. The Long Jump 
was won by Yoncalla’s Kaydence 
Garrison, who set her PB mark of 
4.90m (16 ft. 0.75 in.). The highest 
finish in the Discus was a PB mark 
set by Claire Weiss, whose throw 
of 18.09m (59 ft. 4.25 in.) placed 
her 5th. The Discus was won by 
Audrey Young out of Monroe, 
whose winning toss was 26.45m 
(86 ft. 9.25 in.). Other Girls field 
events winners were: Shot Put: 
Young, Monroe 10.41m (34 ft. 
1.75 in.); Javelin: Emma Schafer, 
Crow 30.76m (100 ft. 11 in.); 
High Jump: Kaydence Garrison, 
Yoncalla 1.41m (4 ft. 7.5 in.); Pole 
Vault: Natalie Stevens, Mapleton 
2.29m (7 ft. 6 in.).

Return To Page 2
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collectively to address ongoing 
challenges. Their insights will 
help COSA shape a strategic blue-
print for districts that prioritize 
initiatives based on connections 
between education, workforce 
readiness and the state’s eco-
nomic future, positioning super-
intendents to better partner with 
legislators on securing sustained 
investment in Oregon’s students.

One of public education’s most 
compelling success stories is how 
Oregon districts have simultane-
ously launched successful Career 
and Technical Education pro-
grams across the state. Cottage 
Grove High School, for example, 
offers pathways in computer sci-
ence, manufacturing, culinary 
arts, health occupations and con-
struction technology that prepare 
students for high-wage careers.

Research shows that students 
who complete at least three CTE 
credits graduate at a higher rate 
than their classmates, and states 
receive $10 in economic output 
for every dollar they spend on 
CTE programs. The results dem-
onstrate that investing in students 
delivers high economic returns by 
building a strong workforce and 
lowering dependency on public 
welfare programs.

Along with CTE funding, 
spending on teacher recruitment 

and leadership development pro-
grams, wraparound services that 
address the whole child and tar-
geted academic interventions that 
narrow the achievement gap is 
necessary.

At Oregon’s most recent Legis-
lative Days, a state legislator said 
to me, “If I gave you $20 billion 
tomorrow, you would be back the 
next day asking for more.” What 
struck me at that moment is that 
many lawmakers have yet to un-
derstand the true cost structure 
of our current public education 
system. Classroom funding is in-
creasingly stretched as districts 
work to meet rising obligations 
and mandated costs, creating real 
challenges in maintaining core ser-
vices and limiting opportunities to 
fully support students’ needs.

Reversing this trend demands 
that legislators, state leaders, 
school boards and educators take 
an honest look at the challenges 
districts face and work together 
to define a clear, shared vision for 
the future we want for every stu-
dent.

Krista Parent serves as execu-
tive director of the Coalition of 
Oregon School Administrators, 
where she leads the statewide vi-
sion, advocacy strategy and pro-
fessional learning systems that 
support Oregon’s school leaders.

Protecting Animals
Return To Page 1

Speaking at the 2026 Disaster 
Preparedness Fair, Karla Hogan, 
president of the Oregon Horse 
Council, outlined the mission and 
growth of the Oregon Livestock 
Council (OLC), an all-volunteer 
organization formed roughly two 
and a half years ago in response to 
evacuation problems exposed dur-
ing the fires. 

Hogan said she and her husband 
already had experience with tech-
nical large animal emergency res-
cue training when the 2020 fires 
forced them to evacuate 20 horses 
in the middle of the night with lit-
tle communication from emergen-
cy management agencies.

“We spent eight hours evacu-
ating horses under emergency 
conditions,” Hogan explained, de-
scribing the experience that led to 
the organization’s creation. 

The Oregon Livestock Council 
was designed to fill the gap be-
tween what livestock owners can 
do on their own and what local 
governments are equipped to pro-
vide during large-scale emergen-
cies. The organization assists with 
evacuations, temporary emer-
gency sheltering, preparedness 
events, and technical rescue op-
erations involving large animals. 

The organization’s 18-member 
board includes representatives 
from a wide variety of livestock 
and emergency response groups. 
According to Hogan, the board 
includes members connected to 
horses, poultry, rabbits, guinea 
pigs, bees, and emus, as well as 
representatives from tribal com-
munities, the Oregon Humane So-
ciety, veterinarians, and disaster-
response organizations. 

OLC operates entirely through 
volunteers and relies on grants and 
donations to fund equipment and 
operations. Hogan said the organ-
ization participates in numerous 
emergency response networks, 
including county and statewide 
disaster preparedness systems. 

One of the organization’s key 
principles is that volunteers do not 
self-deploy during emergencies. 
Hogan stressed that OLC only re-
sponds when officially requested 
by county emergency manage-
ment agencies or other authorized 
officials. 

She cited an incident in Har-
risburg where social media calls 

for help resulted in more than 60 
livestock trailers arriving to assist 
with only about 30 horses. The 
uncoordinated response created 
severe traffic congestion that in-
terfered with firefighters and law 
enforcement personnel trying to 
access the emergency area. 

To avoid such confusion, OLC 
uses standardized equipment, 
marked vehicles, volunteer iden-
tification systems, and organized 
deployment procedures. 

The council provides several 
services beyond evacuation assist-
ance, including temporary shelter-
ing, feed and supply coordination, 
and technical rescues involv-
ing trapped or injured livestock. 
Hogan emphasized that livestock 
owners remain primarily respon-
sible for their animals, with OLC 
serving as backup support during 
emergencies. 

Volunteers undergo extensive 
training before participating in 
emergency operations. Require-
ments include background checks, 
first aid and CPR certification, 
bloodborne pathogen training, 
FEMA disaster courses, and spe-
cialized animal evacuation train-
ing. Technical rescue responders 
receive additional operational-
level certification. 

Hogan also highlighted what 
she described as the nation’s first 
Livestock Pre-Registration Pro-
gram. The system allows live-
stock owners across Oregon to 
pre-register information about 
their animals, trailers, and special 
evacuation needs using QR codes. 
During disasters, the organization 
can contact registered owners in 
threatened areas to determine who 
needs assistance. 

The organization’s long-term 
equipment plan centers on large 
“response pods” valued at ap-
proximately $260,000 each. Hog-

an said OLC hopes to eventually 
place eight to 10 pods around Or-
egon so emergency resources can 
reach any area of the state within 
several hours. 

Each pod would include multi-
ple specialized trailers, including 
a climate-controlled command 
center and shelter unit, evacua-
tion trailers stocked with portable 
corral panels, and technical rescue 
equipment. 

Hogan also offered practical 
barn safety and evacuation plan-
ning advice for livestock own-
ers. Recommendations included 
avoiding hay storage inside barns, 
reducing ignition sources, main-
taining clear aisles for emergency 
access, and routinely removing 
spider webs and dust buildup due 
to their flammability. 

She encouraged livestock own-
ers to develop multiple evacuation 
plans and regularly practice load-
ing animals under varying condi-
tions so both animals and handlers 
are prepared during emergencies. 
Hogan noted that horses are high-
ly sensitive to human emotions 
and can detect anxiety from con-
siderable distances. 

Preparedness recommenda-
tions also included maintaining 
barn records, storing at least two 
weeks of food and water supplies, 
preparing emergency go-kits, en-
suring animals have proper identi-
fication, and establishing commu-
nication plans with neighbors and 
family members. 

Hogan strongly warned against 
releasing livestock to roam freely 
during evacuations, saying loose 
animals create major dangers for 
first responders and motorists 
alike. She recalled one incident 
involving a loose 4-H bull that 
severely damaged a truck after es-
caping during an emergency.

Emergency?   Call 911
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