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The best soil amendment 
is partially broken-down 
organic materia

McKenzie’s school 
doors are open again

The Oregon Beverage 
Recycling Cooperative 
(OBRC), parent organi-
zation to BottleDrop, an-
nounced a $2,500 donation 
to the McKenzie Commu-
nity Development Corpo-
ration (McKenzie CDC), 
which fosters economic, 
environmental, and com-
munity well-being in the 
McKenzie River area. 
The donation, generated 
through BottleDrop’s Con-
tainers for Change pro-
gram, will support rebuild-
ing efforts in the valley af-
ter the Holiday Farm Fire.

“Families and commu-
nities continue their work 
to recover and rebuild 
from the Holiday Farm 
Fire, long after the flames 
were extinguished,” said 
Eric Chambers, OBRC’s 
External Relations Direc-
tor. “We wanted to make it 
easy to help them by creat-
ing a straightforward way 
for BottleDrop customers 
to support projects like this 
with funds from their bot-
tles and cans.”BottleDrop’s 
Containers for Change 
program provides Orego-
nians with an easy way to 
donate funds from their 
bottles and cans to excel-

Rebuilding issues aired

“BottleDrop” backs 
River’s Bottle Boys

The Lane Transit District 
(LTD) announced it will re-
turn bus service to four bus 
stops on Blue River Drive 
and six stops along Mc-
Kenzie River Drive along 
Route 91, which serves the 
McKenzie River on Mon-
day, March 22nd. Service 
along both roads had been 
changed following the Holi-
day Farm Fire.

Also on Monday, March 
22nd, passengers on Route 
91 along the McKenzie Riv-
er Highway will be allowed 
to safely flag an LTD bus for 
a pickup. Officials say riders 
are encouraged to use the 
bus stops on Route 91 and 
should only flag a bus if it is 
absolutely necessary.

In addition, flagged pick-
ups are at the discretion of 
the bus driver based on their 
judgment to safely stop the 
bus on solid ground that is 
completely off the high-
way, on a straightaway, and 
not near a curve.

An LTD spokesman 
said. “Route 91 passengers 
should remain aware of the 
service modifications from 
the pre-Holiday Farm Fire 
Bus Schedule.” 

Schedules will include 
departing from the Eugene 
Station, Monday through 
Friday at 7:20 a.m., 2:20 
p.m., and 5:35 p.m. The 
Route 91 bus will leave the 
McKenzie River Ranger 
Station at 8:51 a.m., 3:58 

Pete Petty during a Christ-
mas season bottle pickup.

lent nonprofits operating 
in communities around the 
state. BottleDrop customers 
can participate by simply 
leaving their bag tag stick-
ers off of their Green Bags, 
and dropping them off at 
any BottleDrop facility, like 
the Redemption Center in 
Springfield, Ore.

“The MCDC is very 
grateful, not only to OBRC 
but also to our local Bottle 
Boys for the tremendous 
work they do collecting 
cans and bottles for the 
community. Their love for 
the Valley is shown in the 
hard work and long hours 
put in. This is another ex-
ample of being McKenzie 
Strong. Thank you!” said 

Jeffry Dehne, President of 
McKenzie CDC.

Marilyn Cross, a 
McKenzie CDC volunteer, 
noted that BottleDrop’s 
new fundraising opportu-
nity, coupled with the com-
munity’s generous response 
with bottle donations and 
the tireless work of the 
McKenzie CDC’s “Bottle 
Boys” – volunteers who 
help coordinate can and bot-
tle donations, has generated 
$7,500 toward the rebuild-
ing of four public buildings 
lost to the Holiday Farm 
Wildfire: the McKenzie 
Valley Wellness Clinic, the 
Frances O’Brien Memorial 
Library, the Vida McKenzie 
Community Center, and the 
Upper McKenzie Fire Dis-
trict’s fire station in Blue 
River. Cross noted that an 
additional $700 has gone 
to Valley organizations that 
are instrumental in support-
ing the wildfire recovery. 
“It is amazing how much 
you can do with one dime 
at a time,” Cross said. She 
continued, “Thank you for 
your continuing support. 
There is just no stopping 
these guys.” 

p.m., and 7:21 p.m.
A bus will pull out from 

the Eugene Station on Sat-
urdays and Sundays at 8:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., and will 
leave the McKenzie River 
Ranger Station at 9:59 a.m. 
and 6:01 p.m.

LTD will not be charging 
passenger fares on Route 
91 until April 1st, but rid-
ers on the Route 91 bus will 
need to pay fares when they 
transfer from Route 91 to 
other LTD bus routes. 

For more details about 
the McKenzie River Route 
91 service, contact LTD 
Customer Service at 541-
687-5555 or click visit ltd.
org.

$2,500 donation given to rebuilding projects

LTD adds bus service
back to McKenzie River
Routes return to downtown and River Drive

FINN ROCK: First, sec-
ond, and third graders be-
came the forefront of stu-
dents reactivating classes 
inside the McKenzie Com-
munity School on Monday. 
The administration is now 
targeting March 29th for 
Kindergarten, along with 
grades four, five and six to 
return.

“I think it’s very impact-
ful. It is a really happy day 
for kids that have been 

through so much. This is 
such a normal piece of be-
ing a kid,” said Courtney 
Lewis. The Lewis family 
lost their home in the Holi-
day Farm Fire. This was 
their first official time on 
campus because they had 
just moved to the area when 
the fire erupted.

In observing COVID 
protocols, students were 
required to wear a face-
covering over their nose and 

mouth, stay six-feet apart, 
and eat lunch with their 
class. Free breakfasts and 
lunches were available to all 
students, both in-person or 
learning from home. They 
could also take mask breaks 
by staying six-feet apart 
from other students outside. 
Because they would also be 
eating outdoors (in tents) 
they’d been advised to come 
to school wearing a warm 
jacket, hat and gloves. 

Keir Miller, manager of Lane County’s Land Management Divi-
sion, good news was that his agency will add more staff and 
open a McKenzie River field office soon.

FINN ROCK: County 
officials fielded questions 
about permit fees and paper-
work delays from residents 
trying to  rebuild after the 
Holiday Farm Fire Monday 
night. Close to 100 people 
showed up for the session 
sponsored by the Locals 
Helping Locals group.

East Lane County Com-
missioner Heather Buch 
said a lot of people’s frus-
trations  come from the 
requirement that counties 
comply with state land use 
laws, rather than enacting 
their own. She outlined 
some of the proposals now 
being considered by the 
Oregon legislature. Among 
those was language to allow 
an existing municipal water 
district to add a community 
septic system. Another 
bill could provide some 
property tax relief, she said, 
by providing property tax 
relief. 

Buch said she hoped a 
number of measures could 
be combined into one omni-

bus bill, which she pledged 
to support.  She also said 
she’s asked the Lane board 
of commissioners to hold 
a session soon focused on 
ways to lower permit fees.

Keir Miller, head of the 
land management division, 
also addressed the amount 
of money being charged 
for fees. “The land use 
and planning department 
itself does not have enough 
funding to pay for itself,” 
he said. Despite the costs, 
he encouraged people to 
support the regulations 
because they were designed 

to focus on life safety issues 
that could be detected 
during a permit inspection.

Miller said he’d checked 
to see how long a permit 
actually took to approve. 
When he reported the 
process had been cut from 
four to six weeks to only 
two to three, several people 
disagreed. 

A key point, Miller said, 
was that many of the delays 
people are encountering 
happen when they submit 
an application that is 
incomplete.

 Planners to add more staff and open new office

Jennifer Richardson
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Playoff Bound! 2001 Eagle Boys 
Qualify For Postseason

The 2001 McKenzie Boys 
Basketball team, guided by first 
year Head Coach Mike Wiley, had 
improved and battled throughout 
the 2A Trico League regular 
season. The Eagles clinched 
second place with a 55-41 defeat 
of Harrisburg, the Trico League 
Champion, in the final regular 
season game for both teams. 
McKenzie was playing with a new 
found sense of confidence, all the 
while still listening and learning a 
new system. And the lessons had 
paid off, as the Eagles also clinched 
home court advantage to start the 
Trico League playoff tournament, 
which would qualify the second 
team from the League to the 2001 
OSAA 2A State championships, 
held at Pendleton, OR.

Harrisburg was in. As Champions 
of the Regular Season, the Valley 
Eagles had already punched their 
ticket. Second place McKenzie 
would host the fifth place Oakridge 
Warriors, and third place Monroe 
would host fourth place Lowell. 
The two winning teams would next 
meet to determine who advanced 
to State. Following that game, the 
winner would play Harrisburg on a 
neutral court to decide which team 
would represent the Trico League 
as a number one seed and who 
would travel to Pendleton as the 
number two seed. In every sense, 
for the five teams still standing at 
this point, it was a new season.

First up for Coach Wiley’s boys, 
the Warriors of Oakridge. Led by 
their star, Uni Prenevost, Oakridge 
played the Eagles at Finn Rock 
pretty much even up through the 
first half. Indeed, at halftime, WEATHER REPORT

READINGS TAKEN AT THE
US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM

Date High Low Rain Releases

3/9 56 40 0 330 cfs
3/10 54 37 0 320 cfs
3/11 62 39 0 330 cfs
3/12 67 35 0 330 cfs
3/13 70 36 0 320 cfs
3/14 51 42 0 300 cfs
3/15 48 36 0 560 cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date High Low Rain Riverflow

3/9 53 36 0.01 3,849 cfs
3/10 55 33 0.10 3,500 cfs
3/11 47 34 0 3,460 cfs
3/12 58 32 0 3,360 cfs
3/13 62 33 0 3,310 cfs
3/14 65 40 0 3,240 cfs
3/15 50 31 0.49 3,380 cfs
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Showers
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High: 50 Low: 40
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McKenzie led by just one, 29-28. 
Bets were on that this game would 
be a knock down battle to the final 
horn.

“In the first half, they came 
in and played good basketball,” 
Coach Wiley would reflect. But 
so did the home Eagles. Prenevost 
nailed a 3 point shot at 4:33 in the 
third quarter, knotting the score at 
37-all. But that’s when the wheels 
came off for the Warriors as they 
missed their next 8 shots and 
committed 4 turnovers. All the 
while, the Eagles decided it was 
time to quit being the hospitable 
host.

M c K e n z i e 
ramped up the 
pressure, went on 
a 21-0 offensive 
run, shooting 8-
12 from the field 
and scoring on all but two of their 
next 12 possessions. The Eagles 
outscored Oakridge 22-9 in the 
third quarter blitz and polished 
the finish with a 19-16 point 
advantage in the final quarter, 
winning 70-53.

McKenzie senior Jared Woods 
shared high game honors with 
Prenevost, both scoring 18 points. 
Senior teammate Kyle Richardson 
had himself a big game, scoring 
16 points, grabbing 6 rebounds 
and handing out 7 assists. Seniors 
David Fenley finished with 13 
points and 7 rebounds and Ryan 
Spiro added 15 points and 6 
rebounds. Now that’s balance!

“This group of guys is great,” 
Woods shared with Register Guard 
sports reporter Nick Larsen. “I 
love playing with them,” the 
senior star added. With the win, 
the Eagles finished Oakridge’s 
season and advanced to face 
Monroe, 57-53 victors over the 
Lowell Red Devils.

Again, within the friendly 
confines of their new Finn Rock 
gym digs, the Eagles tipped 
off one of their most important 
contests in Eagle basketball 
history. McKenzie built a 15-
8 first quarter lead and still led, 

Hug
March 9th was the last day of the 

Relief Centers on the McKenzie.  
As we go back to Food Pantries, 
I would like to say how THANK-
FUL I am to all of those that filled 
this gap after the fires.

When I got word of the dev-
astation the fire had caused we 
rushed back to meet the needs of 
our community.  Being a board 
member of the Food Pantry, I was 
feeling great responsibility to help 
feed our residents.  I knew that the 
entire staff at the food pantry were 
either displaced or had lost their 
homes.  I felt the pressure was on 
my shoulders as my home was 
spared.

When I arrived back to get 
busy with helping feed firfight-
ers and house those that lost their 
homes…I was told that the Upper 
McKenzie Community Center 
was already being set up to feed 
our community.  This was only 2 

days after the fire!  
The efforts were started by 

people that love the McKenzie 
who through their amazing con-
nections helped make things hap-
pen.  The people that started the 
coordination of getting the Relief 
Center set up were volunteering in 
Eugene when they saw the need 
for relief efforts up river due to 
road closures etc..  Those heros 
of the McKenzie are Tim Thoren, 
Jason Rice and Bree Clark and 
many many other that heard the 
call for volunteers and came to 
help.  The vounteers came from 
all over.  Melanie Fisher that owns 
a home on the river but lives in 
Bend coordinated volunteers and 
donations from the Bend area.  
Volunteers staffing the center 
came from Bend everyday.  They 
knew that the local residents were 
to devastated to lift the load.  

Volunteers whose homes still 
stood, came out to say “Here am 

I. What can I do?”  These people 
are people that live here on the 
McKenzie that some of us had 
never met.  Jewels in the com-
munity with skills like superhe-
ros, met the needs that those of us 
most effected could not do.  Those 
Superheros are John Carlile and 
Kevin Leinbach, who managed 
the Upper McKenzie Center, 
Madison Kleiner, Manger of Blue 
River Relief Center and Devin 
Thompson, who managed the 
Leaburg Relief Center.  Jennifer 
Zirkle who helped in all the relief 
center efforts.  These people were 
supported by the CDC to continue 
with relief efforts.  

Then we had the Hulk super-
hero…Tyee Burwell and those 
that assisted him in removing and 
limbing trees for some to get out 
of their driveways and begin clean 
up.  Al Artero and Sam Swetland 
that started the Water restoration 
in Blue River.  Darin Harbick and 
crew that feed the firefighters.  
Cindi Parazoo with Pub and Grill 
that feed locals with no power and 
no way to get to food.  

I am also so very Thankful for 
many, many community people 
like Locals Helping Locals, Alys-
sa Brownlee with amazing con-
nections  and of course the first 
responders that came to our aid 
at the very beginning and saved 
lives.   In the midst of the ashes so 
many great and wonderful things 
arose.  I am reminded everyday 

of the beautiful people we live 
among.  There are real superhe-
ros in this world.  Thank good-
ness they are not required to wear 
tights but they would be easier 
to recognize.  But they do walk 
among us mere mortals everday.  
Thank you friends.  

Thankful, Robin Roberts, 
McKenzie River Resident

somewhat comfortably, at the 
halftime break, 31-17. 

The Dragons, facing getting 
blown out of the game and 
eliminated, took their halftime 
locker-room talk seriously and 
made necessary adjustments for 
the second half. Monroe surprised 
their river hosts, outscored 
McKenzie 25-15 in the third 
quarter, closed the gap to 4, trailing 
just 42-46 at the quarter end.

Now it was game on and gloves 
off for the final quarter and the 
prize at stake, a State Berth. With 
3:37 left in the game, the Dragons 
were still down only 4 points, 49-

53. Both opposing coaches were 
accepting team game towels from 
the bench and putting them to 
good use. But, fortunately for the 
Eagles, as happened in their game 
with Oakridge, the Dragon’s fiery 
offense snuffed out at the wrong 
time, in this case, Monroe missed 
their final five shots. McKenzie, 
not refusing an opportune bone 
thrown to it, capitalized by 
scoring three points from the foul 
line, won the game, 56-49, and 
most importantly, nailed down the 
school’s first ever trip to the State 
Basketball Championships.

The Finn Rock gym erupted 
as never before. Even the South 
Sister stood up and took notice. 
The Eagle celebration was full on 
as faithful fans stormed the court, 
swamped the McKenzie team 
and coaches with high fives, back 
slaps, hugs and tears. And it went 
on and on!

Monroe star Scott Weaver 
would take home game high points 
honors, scoring 21 points to lead 
all players. McKenzie’s David 
Fenley led the Eagle effort with 19 
points (11 in the first half), Woods 
added 13 points, and senior Casey 
Cline finished with 13 as well. 
Spiro chipped in 7 points.

The dye was cast: Eagles Are 
Great, We’re Going To State! Here 
in McKenzie land, that was the 
rally cry. But directly ahead, two 
days later, was that other Eagle 
team, also headed for State, the 
Harrisburg Eagles, and they had 
been patiently biding their time 
as the League Champion. The 
Trico League Seeding Game was 
scheduled for the neutral court at 
Lane Community College.

At game time in Eugene, like 
two old boxing foes, the two Eagle 
teams warily circled each other 
following the opening tip, each 
trying to figure their opponent’s 

strategy. The 
slow down 
directed by 
Harr isburg 
Head Coach 
Russ Mason, 

favored his team, a repeat of the 
strategy that had worked well 
for his team in the first League 
meeting with McKenzie. Indeed, 
the first quarter ended in a 5-5 tie. 
But McKenzie had seen this hat 
trick before and didn’t like the 
looks of it.

The Finn Rock Eagles shook 
off their opponent’s wet blanket 
approach and lit it up, going to 
their strength, the up-tempo style. 
It was time to lace on the running 
shoes and lace ‘em up McKenzie 

did, outrunning and outgunning 
Harrisburg 19-6 in the second 
quarter and ending the half not 
only up 24-10, but now smelling 
an upset of their old rival.

Harrisburg to their credit met 
the challenge following the break, 
scoring 14 points in the third to 
match McKenzie’s 14. But the 
ramped up game now played to 
McKenzie’s strength and they 
knew it. Coach Wiley’s team 
hardly took a breather running to a 
15-10 finish in the fourth, winning 
the game, 53-35. Not only had the 
Eagle team from upriver earned 
its first ever State playoff berth, 
but now, they had also earned the 
Trico League’s Number One Seed 
going to State in Pendleton.

Needless to say, folks from the 
local neighborhood were giddy 
and above all immensely proud of 
their team. David Fenley, would be 
named, unanimously, Trico League 
Player of the Year following that 
game, and once again led all 
scorers with 19 points. Casey Cline 
and Jared Woods scored 13 points 
apiece; Ryan Spiro added 7 points 
and Kyle Richardson finished with 
4 points. Jared Woods would be 
named to the Trico League Second 
Team, and Casey Cline and Kyle 
Richardson were named to the 
Trico League Honorable Mention 

The dye was cast: Eagles Are Great, 
We’re Going To State!

Continued On Page 8



March 8: 3:52: 40000 block, 
McK. Hwy. Public Assist. Lift 
Assist Only.

March 9: 13:33: Upper Johnson 
Creek Rd./Canal. Medical, Trauma. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

23:01: 40000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
False Alarm. Confirmed False 
Alarm.

March 10: 13:29: 41000 blk, 
Madrone St. Medical, Heart. 
Patient Assessed, Refusal.

March 11: 5:44: 87000 blk, 
Cedar Flat Road Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, Refusal

9:39: 41000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, Trauma. Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported.

17:41: Camp Creek Rd./Easy 
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

March 12: 04:44: Crash, Non-
injury - Hwy 126E, Milepost 30. 
Trailer was backed into ditch 
under driver power. Unit #1 was 
traveling west towing a loaded log 
semi-trailer. Driver #1 felt a trailer 
tire blow in a narrow section of 
highway that did not have an 
adequate shoulder to pull over. 
Driver #1 continued at a reduced 
speed & felt another tire blow. 
Driver #1 pulled into a wide pull 
out on the south side of the road and 
observed rear tires of trailer were 
on fire. Driver #1 observed he was 
parked next to power lines. Driver 
#1 backed the trailer into a ditch 
on the north side of the highway 
and attempted to extinguish fire. 
Fire arrived and extinguished the 
fire. No injuries. Company owner 
to make arrangements for tow. 

State Police
Report

March 8: 18:49: Medical – 
54000 block, McK. Hwy. 

March 14: 10:10: Medical 
– Drury Dr./Delta Rd. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

The Upper McK. Fire District 
board of directors will hold its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
March17th, at the McK. Fire 
Station, 56578 McK. Hwy. in 
McKenzie Bridge, at 7 p.m.

From November 5, 1991 edition of McKenzie River Reflections

...saving stories 
from the rising

tide of time.

To download fully functioning 8-page digital files, 
with accessible text and images go to: http://alturl.
com/9yb9n

Sheriff’s
Report

March 9: 6:42 a.m: Alarm - 
90800 block, La Lone Rd.

5:54 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- Terwilliger Hot Springs. An 
unknown male flirted with the 
complainant at the hot springs 
then followed them, making them 
uncomfortable. He was reported 
to be in a blue car.

9:24 p.m: Medical Info Call - 
90300 blk, Hill Rd.

10:17 p.m: Threat, Harassment 
- 44900 blk, Leaburg Dam Rd. 
An area resident reported that a 
neighbor was intentionally shining 
bright lights at the complainant’s 
house.

March 10: 6:47 a.m: Hit & 
Run - 39100 blk, Woods Rd.

12:00 p.m: Threat, Harassment 
- 44900 blk, Leaburg Dam Rd.

12:04 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 37500 blk, Parsons Creek 
Rd.

1:49 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- 45500 blk, Vida Park Ln.

2:19 p.m: Theft - 90300 blk, 
Sunderman Rd.

6:03 p.m: Reckless Driving - 

McK. Hwy. & Leaburg Dam Rd.
10:56 p.m: Alarm - 90800 blk, 

La Lone Rd.
March 11: 8:20 a.m: Assist, 

Information - Marcola Area.
11:15 a.m: Location of Stolen 

Property - 4700 blk, Marcola Rd.
1:36 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 

38200 blk, Queens Rd.
4:54 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 

Hwy. & Blue River Dr.
5:58 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 

Hwy. & Blue River Dr.
6:31 p.m: Motor Vehicle Acci-

dent, Unknown Injury - 35400 
blk, McK. View Dr. What was 
initially reported as a crash was 
determined to be a slash burn with 
vehicles parked close by. Fire 
personnel responded.

March 12: 12:56 a.m: Sus-
picious Vehicle - 92000 blk, 
Marcola Rd.

4:57 a.m: Assist Oregon State 
Police - McK. Hwy. Milepost 30.

9:23 a.m: Burglary - 37700 blk, 
Upper Camp Creek Rd. Deputies 
responded to the report of a 
burglary at the Bridgeway House 
school.  Undisclosed property was 
stolen from the location through 
the night

12:28 p.m: Civil Service - 
93000 blk, Marcola Rd.

12:36 p.m: Speeding Vehicle - 

Marcola Rd. & Wendling Rd. 
1:39 p.m: Assist, Information 

- 92800 blk, Marcola Rd.
1:49 p.m: Citizen Contact - 

47900 blk, McK. Hwy.
3:31 p.m: Civil Service - 39500 

blk, McK. Hwy.
3:54 p.m: Motor Vehicle 

Accident, Unknown Injury - 
Marcola Rd. & Alder Branch Rd.

7:01 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- 46400 blk, Goodpasture Rd. 
Caller reported people running 
chainsaws and building a bonfire 
after dark in the area.

10:33 p.m: Disturbance, 
Screaming - 38400 blk, McK. 
Hwy.

March 13: 10:43 a.m: Sus-
picious Conditions - 42700 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Deputies received 
the report of a possible trespass / 
dispute near the location.

12:56 p.m: Theft - 37200 
blk, Conley Rd. Caller reported 
medications were stolen by a 
known suspect.

1:26 p.m: Abandoned Vehicle - 
McGowan Creek Rd. Mp. 2.

1:49 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. Mp. 30.

2:42 p.m: Reckless Driving - 
Marcola Rd. Mp. 4.

4:06 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. Mp. 22.

8:04 p.m: Disorderly Subject 
- 39200 blk, McK. Hwy. Caller 
reported two intoxicated males 
urinating in the parking lot of 
a local business.  Deputies and 
Troopers responded but were 

Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing

Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com

centurytrees@yahoo.com

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott Woods 

Owner

CCB#183064

Involved: 28-year-old male, 
International truck.

March 13: 12:49: Warrant 
Arrest - Marcola Rd. & Camp 
Creek Rd. Contacted a suspicious 
person as part of a possible 
drug related investigation. The 
subject was identified and it 
was confirmed he had an active 
warrant for his arrest out of the 
State Parole Board. The subject 
was arrested and transported to 
the Lane County Jail. Arrested; 
Parole/Probation Violation: Eide, 
Jeffrey Robert, 38-years-old from 
Eugene. Involved Vehicle: white 
Honda Civic.

unable to locate them or their 
associated vehicles, a white 
Chevrolet sedan.

March 14: 9:19 a.m: Dis-
turbance, Dispute - 45400 blk, 
McK. Hwy.

4:44 p.m: Welfare Check - 
91000 blk, Hill Rd.

5:50 p.m: Disabled Vehicle - 
36100 blk, McGowan Creek Rd.

March 15: 12:25 p.m: Traffic 
Complaint – McK. Hwy,  Mp. 32.

1:12 p.m: Truck Inspection - 
Marcola Rd. Mp. 4. 

1:45 p.m: Assist, Citizen 
Contact - 88700 blk, Buck Point 
Way.

Continued On Page 5

We have over 30 years experience specializing in  McKenzie  Real  Estate.  
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance 
with all your real estate needs.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer at

Windermere Real Estate since 2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

* based on Winderemere’s annual Top Producers List
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Windy Wilson actually had 
to go into the Rest of Your Life 
retirement home to find enough 
folks for an audience. He knew 
an important date in history was 
coming, and he had obligations.

“Called it The Ideas of March, 
you know,” Windy said to those 
whose wheelchairs weren’t quick 
enough to make the hallway. 

“Now the object of their evilness 
on the Ideas of March was none 
other than Julius Caesar hisself. 
You know. He was so famous his 
face is on gold coins in old dead 
boats on the bottom of the ocean. 
And a-course you know they 
named a food after him, don’t 
ya? Thass right. We all heard of 
Orange Julius.

“Well, on this partic’lar Ideas of 
March, Ol’ Julius was s’posed to 
give a speech there in Rome to all 
them senators and tell ‘em what a 
great guy he was, and how great 
his ecumenicals was workin’ out 
for the middle classers and who he 
thought they should conquer next. 
But that wasn’t gonna happen, 
nossir, ‘cuz them senators who 
didn’t like him was waitin’ for him 
at the front door of the farm … 
called this here buildin’ the farm, 
for some reason … and they flat 
sicced a temper tyrannus on him, 
which meant they stuck daggers 
in him, right through his bathrobe, 
and he fell down.

“And while he was busy a-dyin’ 
he noticed one of them stabbers 
was his ol’ trail pard, name of 
Brutal. And with his dyin’ breath, 
Julius managed to say, “Brutal ol’ 
boy, don’t tell me you was in on 
this deal, too? But a-course he said 
it in Roman, so it come out more 
like “Et tu Buffet?”

“They used ta talk like that. 
But anyway, that was the Ideas of 
March for that year, anyhow, and 
ol’ Julius Caesar went on to orange 
juice fame and havin’ movies and 
plays wrote about him.

“But I still think “Et tu Buffet” 
would be a pretty good ol’ name 
for a Roman coffee shop, and you 
can tell ‘em I said so.”

They’d all made it to safety by 
that time except for one old lady 
whose aluminum walker had 
broken its leg and had to be put 
down.

---------
Support the National Senior 

Games by participating and 
spreading the word. https://nsga.
com/.

By Slim Randles

By Finn J.D. John
In November of 1873, Salem 

resident George H. Williams 
was about to be confirmed as 
Chief Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court. The president 
seemed to want him in the job, 
and the senators on the Judiciary 
Committee didn’t feel like taking 
on the White House over it. So 
they voted to confirm him.

But then, before they could make 
it official, something happened. 
For no reason that anyone could 
(or would) articulate, the senators 
suddenly decided they needed 
to reconsider the nomination, 
and look more closely into the 
background of Judge Williams 
— who, at the time, was the U.S. 
attorney general, and a former 
U.S. Senator himself.

They found some irregularities 
there — notably, they learned 
that during a bank panic when 
he couldn’t draw on his bank 
accounts, Williams had paid some 
bills using government funds, 
although he’d reimbursed them 
as soon as his bank reopened its 
doors. There were also rumors of 
“gifts” being accepted in exchange 
for lack of prosecution, although 
nothing definite.

Nothing that they found was, by 
the standards of the day, enough 
to disqualify Williams. And yet, 
one by one, the senators changed 
their minds until the committee 
was unanimous. Williams would 
not be confirmed. Grant, when 
he heard, feared another scandal 
— his administration suffered 
through several of them — and 
asked Williams to decline the 
nomination, which he did.

So, what happened?
Washington insiders had a ready 

answer to that question. It wasn’t 
Williams’s alleged financial 
improprieties. It wasn’t Williams’s 
alleged intellectual inadequacy. It 
was Williams’s wife.

Pride goes before a fall
Kate Ann Williams was 

described by nearly everyone, 
friends and enemies, as a 
strikingly gorgeous and very 
intelligent thirty-something lady. 
Her enemies, though — a category 
of people that grew with alarming 
rapidity while her husband was 
in office — added a few more 
adjectives to that roster, the most 
popular of which was “arrogant.”

After her husband had left 

the Senate and been named to 
the cabinet position of attorney 
general, Kate almost immediately 
made a bitter enemy of virtually 
every other senator’s wife.

“Mrs. Williams, through her 
inordinate desire to dominate the 
social life of Washington, had 
flaunted her status as the wife 
of a cabinet member over the 
wives of lesser official standing, 
particularly the wives of senators,” 
historian Sidney Teiser wrote. 
“She had just moved into a great 
house on Rhode Island Avenue … 
which she furnished extravagantly. 
There she held receptions of regal 
splendor, announcing, to the ire of 
the Senate ladies, that as a Cabinet 
wife she would expect the wives 
of senators to call on her first. 
And further, it was said of her 
that she accepted ‘presents’ from 
those who had cases before the 
Department of Justice.”

Victorian women’s real power
The 1870s were, of course, not 

a time of great empowerment 
for women. Women were half a 
century away from having a vote, 
and were mostly treated by the 
men — as Frances Fuller Victor 
remarked in 1875 — with a kind 
of pat-on-the-head condescension, 
like children or idiots. But they 
were hardly without real power 
— as George Williams was now 
learning the hard way.

As word spread around the 
social circles of Senate wives 
that Williams was on the cusp of 
joining the Supreme Court, it’s 
not hard to imagine the response. 

If these women found Kate Ann 
Williams insufferable now, just 
think how much fun she’d be 
after her husband was one of the 
Supremes — in fact, the supreme 
Supreme.

To judge from the results, the 
response was swift, canny and 
coordinated. The members of the 
Judiciary Committee went from 
a consensus to confirm to a firm, 
unanimous determination to not 
confirm — in less than a week.

Response makes things worse
Kate’s response played right into 

her new-found enemies’ hands. 
She immediately launched rumors 
of financial impropriety by other 
senators. This not only stiffened 
their determination to take her 
down, it also was something like a 
tacit confession of real wrongdoing 
— as any parent of more than 
one child who’s ever heard “But 
Sis did it too!” will immediately 
understand. 

So Williams, reluctantly, turned 
down what would have been the 
crowning achievement of his 
political career (and a major feather 
in the cap of the new frontier state 
of Oregon), at the specific request 
of the president.

He was still attorney-general of 
the U.S., and Grant was happy to 
have him stay on — at first. But it 
seems Kate, trying to make things 
better in what seems to have been 
the only way she knew how, now 
gave full rein to her talents for 
malicious gossip, and thereby 
came to the wrathful attention of 
the First Lady, Julia Boggs Grant. 

History got busy repeating itself. 
Under the guidance of his wife, 
Grant’s conviction that Kate was 
a liability grew and his faith in the 
legal and intellectual abilities of 
her husband waned. Soon Williams 
was on the brink of dismissal, and 
everyone knew it. 

Then a fairly credible rumor 
arose — a rumor of a $30,000 
bribe accepted by Kate, it was 
said, in exchange for her husband 
not prosecuting a pending case. 
Pressure started building for an 
investigation. 

Blackmailing the President?
That’s when the first of several 

“anonymous and scurrilous letters 
of a blackmailing nature written 
for purposes of keeping Attorney 
General Williams in office” 
(Teiser’s words) arrived in the 
mail, addressed to the President of 
the United States.

Now, conventional wisdom 
was (and still is) that these letters 
originated from Kate. Appealing 
as this interpretation is, it’s not 
very likely. Kate may have been 
an insufferable, prideful prig, but 
she was not an idiot; she would 
have known those letters could 
only have come from her. It’s 
far more likely that they were a 
frame-up designed to make a new 
and powerful enemy for herself 
and her husband.

If so, they worked great. Grant, as 
Teiser puts it, became “convinced 
of the unconscionable viciousness 
of Mrs. Williams.” And so, in 
early 1875, the president asked for 
Williams’ resignation.

The comeuppance was 
devastating for Kate, who 
reportedly went to bed and 
stayed there for a long, long time. 
Williams stayed in Washington 
for a few more years, practicing 
law, before returning to Oregon in 
1881 and settling in Portland.

Defeated and humiliated, Kate 
was no doubt glad to be back 
home.

(Sources: Teiser, Sidney. “Life 
of George H. Williams: Almost 
Chief Justice,” Oregon Historical 
Quarterly, Sept. and Dec. 1946; 
Logan, Mrs. J.A. Reminiscences 
of a Soldier’s Wife. New York: 
Schribner, 1913)

Finn J.D. John, an instructor at 
Oregon State University, writes 
about unusual and little-known 
aspects of Oregon history. His book 
about 1800s Portland, “Wicked 
Portland,” is scheduled for release 
this summer from The History 
Press. To contact him or suggest 
a topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com, 
@OffbeatOregon (on Twitter), or 
541-357-2222. 

Williams’s  Supreme Court 
confirmation scotched by wife

Daniel Rice/riceonhistory.wordpress.com
The letter, signed by President Grant, asking the U.S. Senate to remove 
George H. Williams from consideration as a nominee for U.S. Supreme 
Court chief justice.

People are paying attention to 
McKenzie River Reflections!

Follow us on Facebook

Patsy’s Stage Stop
restaurant
Orders to go

Great breakfast lunch and dinner specials.

Call  541-741-7907
NOW OPEN   8 AM - 2 PM

38491 McKenzie Hwy, Cedar Flat
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MAPLE SUGARING 
TIME AGAIN

Jim has put out the maple sap 
taps and has begun gathering 
some sap and boiling it down for 
syrup. Jim’s operation is a small 
one in the woods on our 3 acres, 
resulting in some syrup for our 
own use. However, these days, 
larger operations are far different 
from that of the horse and sleigh 
era when maple syrup producers 
had to trudge through the deep 
snow. If it was too deep for the 
horses, then there was even more 
trudging on foot.

Today, with the use of 
snowmobiles and long plastic lines 
from tree to tree, sap gathering is 
much easier. Also, once lines are 
run, often the sap can be directed 
toward a central collection place. 
However, setting up the lines can 
be a challenge if snow is deep.

Maple Season in Childhood
Even though we had many maple 

trees on the farm where I grew 
up, my parents weren’t involved 
in maple syrup production. We 
occasionally did tap three large 
maples in the front yard, so we 

children could experience this 
activity. 

It seemed to take forever to 
collect sap in a bucket, then boil 
it down in pans on the kitchen 
woodstove. The syrup that 
resulted was delicious on pancakes 
though.

When our daughter was small, 
we tapped maple trees in front of 
our home. She experienced this 
activity, too.

MAPLE ICING or GLAZE 
for cake or cookies - Heat 1/2 
cup butter over low heat until 
it’s golden brown. Remove 
from the heat and stir in 2 cups 
confectioner’s (powdered) sugar 
and 2 teaspoons maple flavoring.

Add 2-4 tablespoons hot water 
until icing is of desired consistency 
and smooth. Spread or drizzle 
(depending on consistency) over 
cake, cookies, donuts and other 
desserts. (You can use milk for the 
liquid, if you prefer.)

(C 2021) Mary Emma Allen
 
(Mary Emma Allen enjoys 

researching the family recipes 
and foodways. E-mail: me.allen@
juno.com)

Adding compost 
improves soil’s 

texture and nutrients
Adding organic matter is the best 

way to improve nearly all kinds of 
soils. If you’re unsure if your soil 
needs amendments, take note if it 
dries and cracks in summer, drains 
slowly or is difficult to dig whether 
wet or dry.

Adding organic materials im-
proves the ability of sandy soils to 
hold nutrients and water, according 
to Weston Miller, Oregon State 
University Extension Service 
horticulturist. For clay soil, organic 
additions improve drainage and 
aeration and help the soil dry out 
and warm up more quickly in the 
spring.

The best soil amendment is 
partially broken-down organic 
material, better known as compost, 
Miller said. You can make compost 
at home or buy compost. Finished 
compost is available in bags at plant 
nurseries and home improvement 
centers. You can also buy compost 
in bulk from landscape supply 
companies.
Weston Miller’s Keys to Success

Follow these guidelines to add 
the right amount of compost to 
your site for growing vegetables.

For new garden beds: Apply 
a 3- to 4-inch layer of compost 
to the soil surface. Add other 
amendments such as lime and N-
P-K fertilizer as needed (check 
individual plant requirements. 
You don’t want to over-fertilize.) 
Incorporate the materials into the 
top 8 to 12 inches of soil with a 
digging fork or spade. Or, use a 
rototiller.

For existing garden beds: Apply 
a layer of compost, a quarter-inch 
to 1-inch deep, to the bed surface 
each year. Add other amendments 
such as lime and N-P-K fertilizer as 

needed. Incorporate the materials 
into the top 8 to 12 inches with a 
digging fork or spade. Or, use a 
rototiller. 

When filling framed raised beds 
enclosed by retaining walls, use 
a soil mix. Don’t fill them with 
compost by itself. Add compost to 
soil before you plant. Spread a 3- 
to 4-inch layer of compost over the 
area you intend to plant. Mix the 
compost into the soil as deeply as 
possible. Then install new plants 
into the amended soil. 

Follow these guidelines for 
adding compost to improves 
growing conditions for lawns:

For new lawns: Before you 
establish a lawn with seed, add 
a 1- to 2-inch layer of compost 
to the work area. Rake or rototill 
the compost into the soil. Apply a 
layer of compost, one-quarter to 
one-half -inch deep, to cover newly 
sown lawn seed. Use the same 
preparation when installing sod. 
See Practical Lawn Establishment 
and Renovation.

For existing lawns: apply about 
one-quarter inch of compost over 
the grass. Work it into the soil 
surface. You can use an aerator 

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Continued From Page 3

machine or device to incorporate 
the compost into the soil. Perform 
this work in the spring when 
the grass is actively growing. 
See Practical Lawn Care for 
Western Oregon, and Turfgrass 
maintenance calendar for Central 
Oregon.

Find more information about 
how to use compost in gardens 
and landscapes in How to 
Use Compost in Gardens and 
Landscapes.

Compost and soil mix products 
sometimes contain herbicide 
residue. This residue can damage 
certain vegetable, fruit and flower 
crops.

Before you purchase a bulk load 
of compost or soil mix, contact 
the vendor. Ask how they handle 
herbicide contamination risk.

Find more information about 
this important topic: Herbicide-
Contaminated Compost and Soil 
Mix: What You Should Know — 
and What You Can Do About It.

More information on improving 
vegetable garden soils is available 
in Growing Your Own, a practical 
guide to gardening for first-time 
gardeners. 

If you have questions about 
improving the soil in your garden 
or landscape or other gardening 
topics, use OSU’s Ask Extension 
to enter your question and upload 
photos of the situation.

Quote of the Week
“People who wonder if the 

glass is half empty or full miss the 
point. The glass is refillable.”

Simon Sinek
Has your business made

the McKenzie Connection?
Your ads with River Reflections can reach
readers in both the print and online worlds

1,800 people read our print
publication every week*

& 230 more read it digitally
*based on industry readership surveys

Get connected today!
rivref@wildblue.net        541-822-3358

Join Rick & Kathy Dancer 
as they introduce you to The 
Backstories of the Pacific 
Northwest”
The people, the places, the 
food, the recreation and the 

Explore PNW Backstories

heart and soul of rural Oregon.

Where To Watch
Facebook @Exploregonbackstores

Instagram pnw_backstories 
Youtube  PNW Backstories 

Email: Rick@rickdancer.com

541-517-0730Big or small We Do it All!

Rock Delivery
Excavation

Fill Dirt
Landscape Supplies

Land Clearing
Forestry & Brush Mulching

Ln. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal

18:52: 39000 blk, Upper Camp 
Creek Rd Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

March 12: 4:42: 46000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Vehicle Fire. Log 
Truck Fire Extinguished.

8:24:L 8200 blk, Thurston 
Rd Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

20:51: 46000 blk, Block 
Goodpasture Rd. Illegal Burning. 
Investigate, Small Campfire 
noted.

March 13: 20:22: 7000 blk, 
Thurston Rd. Medical, Trauma. 
Disregarded upon arrival.

March 14: 9:25: 45000 blk, 

McK. Hwy. Illegal Burning 
9:25 Mistaken Alarm, Burning 
Permitted

11:31: 38000 blk, Deerhorn 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

McKenzie Fire & Rescue 
will hold its monthly Board of 
Directors meeting the Monday; 
March 15th, at noon, at the 
Leaburg Training Center, 42870 
McK. Hwy.. For notary and other 
business services, please call 
ahead to schedule an appointment 
and observe public guidelines by 
wearing, at minimum, a mask.

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny
By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen
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Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Bridge Christian Church
56334 McKenzie Hwy, McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

9:30 a.m. Sunday school for all ages
11:00 a.m. Worship Service & Nursery

Need a ride? Call 541-822-3289

Living Water Family Fellowship
52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42

Just east of Blue River 541-822-3820
Sunday: 9:30 am - Sunday School for all ages

10:30 am - Worship Service & Children’s Church
 6:00 pm - Bible Studies and Youth

Thurs. 6 pm - Celebrate Recovery (12-Step Program)

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Worship is live-streamed, every Sunday at 10:30 am, on the Facebook page for 
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church. Comments on Facebook are appreciated! 
You may also contact the church for prayer requests, to request an emailed or 
earth-mailed bulletin, and other information. Phone or send email to Nancy Ash-
ley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986. We look forward to hearing from 
our neighbors, either from a distance, or someday, in person!

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Relief Center closed
The Rainbow Relief Center at 

the Upper McKenzie Commu-
nity Center in Rainbow closed on 
March 19th but the site will soon 
house space for a temporary li-
brary.

The McKenzie River Food Pan-
try, located at McKenzie High 
School will not be able to open 
until April.  However, the McKen-
zie Bible Fellowship Food Pantry 
will be open every week. Dates 
include: Saturday, March 13th, 11 
am - 4:pm; Thursday March 18th, 3 
pm - 6:30pm; and Saturday March 
27th, 11 am - 4 pm

For more information, call Rob-
in Roberts @ 541-844-8838.

People donating non-food items 
are encouraged to send them to St. 
Vincent de Paul’s. For more in-
formation please contact Madison 
Kleiner at 541-514-6309.

Recovery Info Days
Starting on Thursday March 

11th, Wildfire Recovery Infor-
mation Days will be held at 
the McKenzie River Discovery 
Center  (MRDC)at Leaburg 
Lake, very Thursday from 10 
am - 4 pm. The center will be 
staffed by: Devin Thompson, 
Fire Restoration Commu-
nity Coordinator, represent-
ing Northwest Youth Corps 
and Pure Water Partners; Matt 
McRae, Disaster Recovery 
Manager, Lane County Emer-
gency Management; White 
Bird Clinic, providing informal 
counseling services and emo-
tional support

On the third Thursday of 
each month: Lucy Zammarelli, 
Lane County Health and Hu-
man Services

People should park in the 
public wayside and walk over 
to the historic hatchery build-
ings. Please wear a mask, wash 

your hands and practice social 
distancing.

This program is generously 
supported by United Way Lane 
County, the Ford Family Foun-
dation and other anonymous 
MRDC donors.

Scholarships
are available

In honor of their late son, Joe 
McCall, Jerry and Meredith Mc-
Call are proud to offer $5,000 dol-
lars in scholarship monies, to be 
divided among multiple applicants 
graduating from McKenzie River 
Community School.  Recipients 
will be chosen on the basis of their 
community involvement, academ-
ic achievement and a strong desire 
to further their education at a 4-
year university, community col-
lege or trade school.  These schol-
arships are designed to financially 
help a student, who might not oth-
erwise be able to fund their higher 
education.

Required documentation in-
cludes an unofficial transcript (3.0 
GPA required), a brief description 
about the applicant, their char-
acter, background and interests.  
Also, explain why they would be 
a great candidate for this scholar-
ship. In addition, attach the names 
of two references, including ad-
dress and telephone numbers, 
along with an additional sheet 
listing extracurricular activities, 
honors and awards received.

Applications are due to the high 
school office by April 30th.

Art Development
The Lane Arts Council is host-

ing a Professional Development 
Program for artists and creatives 
of all disciplines through a series 
of Zoom workshops paired with 
group discussions. The cost for 
the full series is $65 and the cost 
for a single workshop and discus-
sion is $25. Register through Lane 
Arts Council, 541-485-2278 or 
www.lanearts.org.

A workshops is scheduled for 

This Space For Rent
rivref@wildblue.net

Holiday Farm Fire Recovery 
Progress Report

Tuesday, March 30th, 4:30-6p.m. 
Discussion on Tuesday, April 13th, 
4:30-6p.m.

A Developing your Digital Pres-
ence Workshop will be held on 
Tuesday, April 27th, 4:30-6p.m 
Discussion: Tuesday May 11th, 
4:30-6p.m

Gerry Aster
McK Arts & Culture Collective

Rebuilding Help
The Northwest Rebuild Project 

is still accepting applications for 
assistance for everyone effected 
by the wildfires. The project is a 
100% volunteer group of design-
ers, drafters, architects, and engi-
neers from all over the northwest 
that helps people rebuild their 
homes after natural disasters free 
of charge. 

NW Rebuild first provides a list 
of resources useful to the home-
owner throughout the rebuilding 
process. Then, for qualified resi-
dential applicants, they provide 
pro bono design and drafting serv-
ices. Qualifying small businesses 
can access low cost design and 
drafting services for commercial 
buildings needing to be rebuilt.

Applications for assistance is 
available at www.nwrebuild.org.

Easter Egg Hunts
The Rainbow Acres Farm will 

host an Easter Egg Hunt. on Sat-
urday, Aprl 3rd, at 3 p.m. There 
will be egg hunt areas sorted by by 
age:  1 to 3 years, 4 to 7 years, 8 to 
12 years, 13 to19 years, and 20+. 
People should bring a basket and 
observe social distancing. THe 

site is at 54547 McKenzie Hwy. 
in Rainbow. More info at 541-
255-6606 or 541-232-0244.

The McKenzie Bridge Chris-
tian Church will host a free Easter 
Egg Hunt at 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
April 4th. Eggs will be hidden in 
multiple grassy and wooded areas 
for age groups and to create space 
for social distancing. Please in-
vite your friends and family, wear 
a mask and social distance.

Executive Director Position Available
McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce. Applicant to 

have good presentation skills, knowledge of all communities’ 
needs, technical skills with computer, website and social me-
dia. Attend meetings. More info and resume to info@McK-
enzieChamber.com. Apply by April 5th. Top 
three Interviews by April 14th. MRCC is an 
equal opportunity employer. All qualified 
persons will be considered.

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L. C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

Within days after it was safe to 
enter fire-impacted areas, EWEB, 
McKenzie River Trust, McKenzie 
Watershed Council, and the 
Upper Willamette Soil & Water 
Conservation District, along with 
other Pure Water Partners, began 
working with landowners to 
identify high priority properties 
for intervention and stabilize them 
until the EPA and state agencies 
could respond to remove and 
dispose of the hazardous waste, 
ash/debris, asbestos, and other 
materials. In addition, the Pure 
Water Partners worked to pivot 
the coalition’s work towards 
supporting upriver landowners 
with burn assessments and 
erosion control measures.

Here are some of the results of 
the work of Pure Water Partners 
(PWP) so far:

• Conducted an immediate 
response to stage and cover 
hazardous waste, pull back ash 
and debris, and/or install erosion 
control (wattles and silt fencing) 
between destroyed homes and 

river at nearly 80 high priority 
properties.

• Conducted burn assessments 
on over 230 high priority properties 
to identify hazard trees and design 
erosion control measures tailored 
to each property.

• Implemented erosion control 
measures including hydroseeding, 
check dams, wattles, silt fencing, 
and jute mats on over 100 
properties with the support of 
Northwest Youth Corps and local 
contractors.

You can track progress of the 
recovery and restoration efforts 
using the web-based dashboard 
developed by Lane Council of 
Governments (LCOG) at eweb.

org/hff-landowners.
The next phase of watershed 

restoration efforts will focus on 
revegetation using native plant 
species provided by the Bonneville 
Environmental Foundation. The 
PWP plans to replant nearly 100 
acres of high priority burned 
riparian and floodplain areas. To 
date, over 30 sites and about 50 
acres have been replanted.

If you are interested in 
assistance with immediate native 
tree and shrub planting or long-
term riparian restoration projects, 
please sign up for a PWP site 
assessment by visiting www.
purewaterpartners.org.

Correction:
An article in the 3/4/21 edition 

of McKenzie River Reflections 
about the proposed McKenzie 
School District bond stated the 
Holiday Farm Fire had  resulted 
in a 70% hit to the district’s tax 
base value. This correct number is 
17%, not 70%.

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB #50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com
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Second Act
I am the mother of two girls.
I left their father by getting 

into the car with the girls. While 
backing out of the driveway, their 
father jumped on the hood and 
tried to break in the front window. 
The oldest daughter, then 6, cried, 
“Mommy, Mommy, just let me 
out and Daddy will stop if I go to 
him.”

I tried to drive away without 
killing my husband. It was a 
horrible way to see the last of their 
Daddy.

The court fight was cruel and 
horrible. I fought for what was 
best for the children, while my ex 
fought to win a competition. Three 
years later, spent emotionally and 
physically, and drained monetarily, 
I gave up. My husband’s attorney 
gave my attorney two letters, 
written in pencil by my daughters, 
saying why they did not want to 
live with me.

I walked away from my attorney 
minutes before the court hearing. 
I broke into sobs, ran from the 
courtroom, and walked around 
downtown the whole day and 
night in a pity party. I ended up 
giving the children to him.

Later, I remarried.
When my daughters were 19 

and 21, I found my girls and we 
established some ties. I must admit 
they were not raised as I would 
have. I found them lacking and 
rude, though charming in many 
ways. I felt in time our bonds 
would iron these things out.

My younger daughter has all 
but dismissed me from her life. 
My oldest daughter’s husband is 

abusive, and her father said, if she 
left him, her husband would get 
her children just like he did. Her 
husband forbade her to visit me 
with her child.

One night I called and asked, 
if my current husband died and I 
moved near her, would she care 
for me if I became ill, or bring me 
groceries and medicine. That kind 
of thing.

All she said was, “Well….” I 
did not press it further.

I have cried until I cannot cry. I 
always wanted girls. I dreamed of 
beach parties, taking children to 
the zoo, decorating for birthdays 
and holidays, and listening and 
laughing with them.

I am trying to raise puppies to 
have someone else who needs my 
love. Sometimes I feel God wants 
me isolated for some purpose, but 
I don’t know what.

Libby
A Libby, we can make poor 

choices, stay too long in a situation, 
and suffer the consequences. We 
can get caught up on the hamster 
wheel of “if only,” but that goes 
nowhere. It does not help and it 
does not heal.

What we need to do is face the 
harsh realities of today, and ask, 
what can I do now?

Today is the day we have. If 
we don’t act today, we will keep 
spinning the wheel faster and 
faster until we are tossed off, like 
those poor hamsters in YouTube 
videos.

One of the harsh realities to face 
is that your daughters have their 
own minds, their own rights, and 
the same rights for their children. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Coins & Jewelry

Buying US and foreign coins, 
currency, tokens, gold, silver, & jewelry. 
North Star Coin & Jewelry, 612 Main 
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Clear the Clutter
Overwhelmed with things the kids 

don’t want? Pare down unused items 
for improved well-being & safety. Call 
Patty Starr - Licensed, Bonded & In-
sured. 541-556-1452, 

e z 2 d o w n s i z e @ g m a i l . c o m 
PSyr/1/21.

For Sale
Refrigerator (white) clean and 

works great. $100.  541-521-5069 
Smb2/11ruc

Free
Rocks - landscape boulders & 

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All you can load yourself free - loaded 
& delivered for a small fee. 541-896-
3000 (best time a.m.) FI-j15.nc

Personal
The Leaburg Sew & So’s will meet 

again on Monday afternoons when 
the McKenzie Fire & Rescue Center 
re-opens for community activities. Call 
Sara at 541-896-3059 for more infor-
mation. 

If you want to drink, that’s your 
business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 
5:00-6:00pm at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from the 
Walterville Shopping Center. N/c-sub 
5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students - Be-

ginners, Intermediate and Advanced 
- all ages. Professional jazz pianist, 
classically trained with years of teach-
ing experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 or 
email; kimberly@liquidsister.com. 
http://www.liquidsister.com SKP-
8/16ruc

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Sew and So’s meet every 

Monday (except holidays) at the 
McKenzie Fire & Rescue Training 
Center from noon to 4pm. Come join 
us. Call Sara at 541-896-3059 for 
more information. S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirchell

Real Estate

Services
MOWING – Retired gentleman 

looking to subsidize income. Have 
zero turn mower with trailer. Also push 
mower with edger. Can mow up to 

Pat Emile, who served as 
Assistant Editor to American 
Life in Poetry for over a decade, 
was described by past editor, Ted 
Kooser, as the “Jill-Of-All-Trades 
for this column”. I was fortunate 
enough to enjoy her sensitive ear 
for the rightly tuned poem, and her 
generosity as a liaison with poets, 
publishers and our collaborating 
periodicals, as a necessary 
component of the training for my 
tenure.  It all makes sense, as Pat 
Emile is, herself, a poet of fine taste, 
lovely insight and, as evidenced 
in this poem(from column 580), 
“They Dance Through Granelli’s”, 
a poet with a remarkable eye for 
sensual detail.  Thank you, Pat, for 
all you have done for American 
Life in Poetry, and for your gift of 
delightful verse. Her poem is a fit 
way to start this exciting re-launch 
of ALiP!
They Dance Through Granelli’s
He finds her near the stackof 
green plastic baskets waiting to 
be filledand circles her waist with 
his left arm,entwines her fingers in 
his, pulls her toward him,Muzak 
from the ceiling shedding a 
flashy Salsa,and as they begin to 
move, she letsher head fall back, 
finehair swinginga beat behind as 
they followtheir own music—a 
waltz—past the peachesbursting 
with ripeness in their wicker 
baskets,the prawns curled into each 
otherbehind cold glass, a woman 
in a turquoise sari,her dark eyes 
averted. They twirl twicebefore 
the imported cheeses, fresh 
mozzarellain its milky liquid, goat 
cheese sent downfrom some green 
mountain, then glide pastranks of 
breads, seeds spread across brown 
crusts,bottles of red wine nested 
together on their sides.He reaches 
behind her, slides a bouquetof cut 

American Life
in Poetry

You would like them to make a 
choice, but they are not ready for 
that choice. They may never be.

Accepting that is the first step.
The second step is deciding 

not to sit around waiting for them 
to choose you. You want your 
daughters to take care of their 
mom. But they parted from you at 
such an early age, and with such 
vehemence from your ex, you 
may not seem like mom to them.

Your daughters are not in your 
life now, but they appear to be 
stealing your life.

Sometimes the only way out 
of a mess is to just start clawing 
our way out. The hardest times 
are always in the beginning, 
because we can’t see that we are 
making progress. But just the act 
of doing—what do I reach for 
next—will put you in the moment 
with what you can do and what 
you cannot do.

You have concerns about your 
future. Don’t wait for someone 
else to fix those concerns. We 
could give you an Encyclopedia 
Britannica’s worth of things to 
do, but you didn’t give us enough 
specifics about yourself. So we 
will prime the pump.

Many people have written books 
with great ideas and resources for 
building a community of friends. 
That’s where to begin. Good 
things won’t fall into our lap 
because we wish for them.

You can sit and look at the 
envelope with a bill in it, or you 
can open it, see the amount, and 
figure out how to pay it.

A bill has come due. A bill 
incurred in part because of choices 
you made as a young woman. 
Accept it. You cannot sit on your 
hands, letting an event that may 
never happen dictate the rest of 
your life.

What you can do is face the 

an acre depending on terrain. From 
Leaburg Dam to Cedar Flat, Deerhorn 
Road as well. ALSO WELDING – 
Need something welded? weekends, 
emergencies? Call Ron 541-915-9131 
BRSM23-30

THE WALL DOCTOR
Got a hole in your wall? Give me a 

call! Serving the McKenzie River area. 
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

Natures Friend Beautifying Co. 
Property/rental cleanup, restoration, 
tree work, blackberry & ivy destruction, 
pressure washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free appliance 
removal. Call Scottish 541-913-8477. 
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Have splitter, will travel. Split logs 
at your place or the woods. 541-520-
1394. Mike. SFB ruc

flowers from a galvanized bucket, 
tossesa twenty to the teenaged boy 
leaningon the wooden counter, 
and they whirlout the door, the 
blue sky a sudden surprise.

American Life in Poetry is made 
possible by The Poetry Foundation 
( w w w. p o e t r y f o u n d a t i o n .
org),publisher of Poetrymagazine. 
It is also supported by the 
Department of English at the 
University ofNebraska, Lincoln. 
Poem copyright©2016 by Pat 
Hemphill Emile, “TheyDance 
Through Granelli’s.” Poem 
reprinted by permission of Pat 
Hemphill Emile.Introduction 
copyright ©2021 by The Poetry 
Foundation. The introduction’s 
author, Ted Kooser, served 
asUnited States Poet Laureate 
Consultant in Poetry to the 
Library of Congress from 2004-
2006. We do notaccept unsolicited 
manuscripts.

March 16, 2021
The Hoodoo Ski Area reported 

on Tuesday that one inch of new 
snow fell overnight, bringing the 
base at 96 inches. Temperatures 
were 13 degrees mid-mountain 
and 14 at the base with gusty SW 
winds averaging 46 mph. For more 
information call 541-822-3337.

Mt. Bachelor reported tempera-
tures of 13 degrees at the base 
and 16 degrees at mid-mountain 
on Tuesday. One inch of new 
snow fell overnight, bringing the 
snowpack to 105 inches at mid-
mountain. Predictions called for 
temperatures to warm up to the 
30’s on Tuesday under partly 
cloudy skies. Nine out of 15 lifts 
were open, along with 117 of the 
117 trails. For more information 
call 541-382-7888.

Ski Report

March 11 - Jason Lee was a 
missionary who came west in 
1834 and established a Methodist 
mission near later-day Salem. But 
the business of converting the 

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber (www.rick-

steber.com)

native inhabitants to Christianity 
was a dismal failure and Lee 
turned his attention to helping 
form a Provisional Government 
and founding what would become 
Willamette University. After his 
wife died, Lee departed Oregon, 
but after his death on March 12, 
1845 his body was returned to 
Oregon where it was interred 
at Lee Memorial Cemetery in 
Salem.
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Team.
Mike Wiley would reflect, 

“It took a while for us to come 
together and be on the same page. 
We had a couple of disappointing 
losses early in the year. But once 
we started clicking, getting to 
know and understand each other 
and what we wanted from each 
other, it turned out to be a very 
good basketball team.”

The team had precious little 
time to celebrate. There was 
business still to be done. This 
was uncharted territory. Usually, 
Eagle teams would be digging out 
the bats and gloves, the golf bags, 
or the track spikes. This would be 
a trip to Pendleton for the State 
Championships. The top sixteen 
teams in the Class 2A, all arriving 
in one town, all seeking the Blue 
Championship Trophy. McKenzie, 
with a high school enrollment of 
just 95 students, represented one 
of the smallest school populations 
in the 2A tournament. But no 
matter, the whole McKenzie River 
Valley was loading up the buses, 
their cars, vans, campers, trailers, 
and heading east to support their 
team. Look out Pendleton, the 
Eagles were flying your way.

Pendleton is used to such 
matters this time of the year, and 
when in Pendleton for a basketball 
trophy, you are graciously invited 
to prove yourself worthy. Such 
revelation and opportunity came 
to Wiley’s team when they learned 
that their first opponent was none 
other than Knappa. The Knappa 
Loggers laid claim to 6 Oregon 
2A State Championship trophies, 
which by the way, included 3 
appearances in the State Title 
game the previous 3 years. And the 
Loggers had sized Championship 
rings in 1999 and 2000. It would 
go without saying that David was 
about to meet Goliath.

When the Eagles arrived and 
checked in at the Pendleton 
Convention Center for their draw, 
folks in the know were apologizing 
for the match up and shaking their 
heads, assuring Wiley’s Eagles 
that they understood. “You have 
to understand,” they would opine, 
“You are meeting a team of hornets, 
they just keep coming at you and 
at you and they use everybody off 
the bench in swarms.”

Coach Wiley took it all in and 
responded with “We know we 
are the underdog.....But we feel 
good about ourselves. We’ve got 
some confident kids and we are 
playing our best ball of the season 
right now.” With that, 6th ranked 
Goliath and David tipped off in 
Pendleton. The swarm did indeed 
show up, but so did Wiley’s naive 
yet confidant Eagle team. At the 
end of the first quarter, McKenzie 
threw off the form chart and led 
18-12. 

Following two quarters of 
swarming intensity, the little 
school from Finn Rock still, 
stubbornly, clung to a 28-26 lead. 
Wiley’s Eagles caught a much 
needed breather at the halftime 
break and came out ready. But 
the Loggers bench depth was 

catching up to the fast paced game 
and although McKenzie held their 
lead for much of the third quarter, 
Knappa’s tenacity began to take 
its toll on Eagle legs. The Loggers 
claimed the lead, 43-39 to start 
the fourth quarter. The McKenzie 
boys made their River Valley 
supporters proud and gained the 
respect of all in attendance as they 
valiantly battled Knappa right to 
the end.

The Loggers would outscore 
the Eagles 13-10 in the fourth and 
win the hard-fought game, 56-49. 
The loss hurt, as the Eagles were 
now headed for the consolation 
side of the bracket. Eagle legs 
were weary, but McKenzie knew 
they had taken on one of the 
premier, experienced teams in 
the State and given them all they 
could handle, much more than 
was expected. However, this was 
not a time to hang their heads and 
the Eagle Coaching staff, knowing 
that, began to prepare the team 
for the next round. The Heppner 
Mustangs, McKenzie’s next 
opponent, was coming off a tough 
loss themselves, a 60-52 loss to 
the eventual State Champion, 
Dayton.

The short turnaround between 
games would not favor the small 
school from Finn Rock. Coach 
Wiley’s bench was energetic and 
willing to help, but were young 
and inexperienced at this level 
of play, and the Eagles would 
have to once again, rely on their 
senior players, to play a lot of 
minutes. Heppner, however for 
good reason, was not concerned 
with Eagle health, obviously 
facing elimination themselves. 

Following the game tip, the 
Mustangs raced to a 15-6 first 
quarter lead. In fact, it appeared as 
though the Eagles might be blown 
out for the first time in the season 
as they fell behind 1-10 to start the 
game.

Heppner, try as they might, 
however, could not put the Eagles 
away. Despite a huge free-throw 
advantage, the Mustangs would hit 
20-34 in the game to McKenzie’s 
6-8, McKenzie just wouldn’t quit. 
The small dogs were still biting 
back. The Eagles pulled within 
one, 17-16, only to see Heppner 
go on a 7-0 run and lead 23-16 at 
halftime. The Mustangs tried again 
to put it away early on in the third, 
scoring the first five points of the 
second half and pushing the lead 
to 28-16 with just 36 seconds left 
in the third quarter. But McKenzie 
dug deep once more, slugging 
back with an impressive 17-2 run 
of their own.

Jared Woods would give the 
Eagles their first lead of the game, 
30-28. Heppner’s Stefan Matheny 
responded with a 2 point shot 
to tie the game at 30, but Kyle 
Richardson would complete a 3 
point play to give the Eagles their 
largest lead of the game, 33-30. 
Heppner fought hard, going on a 
9-0 run and owned a 39-30 lead 
with 7:07 left in the game. With 
2:10 remaining, it looked like 
the Mustangs were finally going 
to close it out with a 46-35 lead. 
But Wiley’s boys still would not 
lay down or go away and in those 
final minutes, rallied once again, 
outscoring the Mustangs 8-4.

Unfortunately, the Eagles 
couldn’t pull the game out and 

lost to another fine team, this time 
50-43. Two games at Pendleton, 
for the first time ever resulted in 
two losses by just 7 points. The 
Eagles were eliminated from the 
State tournament with those two 
losses. But McKenzie had come 
to play and play they did! The 
Eagles proved that their trip to the 
State playoffs was no fluke and 
they deserved to be there with the 
other top 2A teams in the State. 
McKenzie had taken on two of 
the strongest 2A programs in the 
State and had earned their respect. 
The McKenzie contingent, team, 
rally, fans, parents, etc., stayed 
on in Pendleton to savor the 
experience and to watch and learn 
throughout the remainder of the 
week long tournament. Again, 
they had earned that privilege. It 
was a time to observe, take notes, 
absorb, learn, relax and reflect. 
Reflect on a remarkable inaugural 
journey. Study the path forward. 

Share knowledge with other 
coaches and teams. Form new 
relationships.

It would prove to be a valuable 
investment, proven by the Eagle 
teams, both boys and girls, 
following. McKenzie’s first ever 
Varsity Boys Basketball team 
would come home 0-2 at the 
Pendleton Dance, but the rally cry 
would now ring loud, “Eagles Are 
Great, You Took Us To State, And 
We Are Proud Of You!

McKenzie 2001 Boys Varsity 
Basketball team: Seniors: Chad 
Andrews, Casey Cline, David 
Fenley, Kyle Richardson, Jared 
Woods. Juniors: Ashley Pearman, 
Chris Parazoo. Freshmen: Devin 
Banks, Garrett Cline, Jacob Egan, 
Todd Richardson. Coaches: Head 
Coach Mike Wiley, Assistant 
Coach Cliff Richardson. Athletic 
Directors: Galen Scrivner and Jay 
Mathisen.
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