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A caller and her boyfriend believed that 
perhaps they had been drugged. Reported 
symptoms included incoherency and slurred 
words.

White House to whorehouse
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It had been built in 1846, before Oregon was 
a state or even officially an American territory, 
by the “Father of Oregon” himself: Dr. John 
McLoughlin

McKenzie
River Reflections

MRR

A day for all to share
Community commemorates rebuilding efforts

4th graders eligible for Every Kid Outdoors
Back-to-school new class will be eligible to enroll

A federal program that 
provides up to a year of free 
access to National Forests, 
National Parks, and other 
public lands for fourth-
grade students and their 
families.

As of September 1st, 
fourth graders, parents, and 
educators could visit the 
Every Kid Outdoors website 
at www.everykidoutdoors.
gov and learn more about 
how to obtain free entry 
to all federal lands, for 
fourth graders and their 
accompanying family 
members.

Students can obtain 
passes individually by 
completing a brief online 
activity. Educators who 
work with fourth graders 
can visit the site to download 
an educational activity 
guide, after which they’ll 
be able to obtain vouchers 
for their students. Once 
printed, students and their 

families can also redeem 
the paper voucher for a 
durable, plastic pass at any 
Forest Service office where 
passes are sold. Passes and 
vouchers are valid for the 
entire school year, through 
August 31st.

“Every Kid Outdoors is 
designed to get kids and 
their families to explore the 
outdoors and explore the 

incredible experiences that 
are available to them on 
public lands,” said Krystal 
Fleeger, recreation fee 
specialist for the U.S. Forest 
Service’s Pacific Northwest 
Region. “These passes are 
intentionally designed to 
belong to the fourth graders 
and can only be used when 
they are present. We want 

Students can get free “passports” to federal lands for them-
selves and their families under the outdoor program.

Wellness election unsettled
Two board members resign after annual meeting

Gene Phillips presented the result of mail-in, 
online, and in-person voting at last Tuesday’s 
McKenzie Valley Wellness annual meeting.

Box Canyon area evacuated
Campers & recreators given “Go Now” order

AUFERHEIDE DRIVE: 
Last Friday Forest Ser-
vice Road 19 (Aufderheide 
Drive) has been closed from 
Milepost 20 (just east of 
Kiahanie Campground) to 
Milepost 35 (south of the 
Roaring River Campground) 
due to the growth of the 
Cedar Creek Fire. The clo-
sure area includes the Box 
Canyon Campground, Box 
Canyon Staging Area/Horse 
Camp, and Skookum Creek 
Campground, as well as all 
the surrounding dispersed 
camping areas.  

Under the Level 3 clo-
sure, people are told to not 
take time to gather things 
because of immediate and 
imminent danger.  

On Tuesday, officials 

reported most of the fire 
growth occurred on the 
northeastern edge through 
the Charlton Fire burn scar. 
Predicted weather patterns 
were expected to increase 
fire behavior. Spotting dis-
tances will be .2 miles. Fu-
els, such as down logs, are 
extremely dry and will have 
a probability of ignition of 
90%.

Firefighters planned to be 
working from the northeast-
ern edge of Waldo Lake to 
improve the 514 road sys-
tem up to the Taylor Burn 
Guard Station. That work 
was planned to establish 
an anchor point and pri-
mary line to build off of as 
the fire continues to move 
northeast. 

Crews on the northern 
portion of the fire continue 
to improve Forest Road 
(FR) 2417 and the Win-
chester trail system towards 
the Taylor Burn Guard Sta-
tion as the primary line and 
FR 19 as a contingency 
line. 

On the southern edge, the 
crew will continue to hold 
and improve FR 2421. A 
spike camp will be estab-
lished on the southeastern 
edge of the fire to finish the 
line on Black Creek, which 
may take several days. 

High temperatures are 
predicted to reach 98°F in 
lower elevations and 90°F 
in higher elevations. Wind 
speeds will reach 6-8 mph 
with gusts of up to 16 mph.

Every Kid Outdoors - P 5

RAINBOW: When the voting was over on 
August 30th,  three members had been elected 
to the board of directors of the McKenzie 
Valley Wellness nonprofit. With 80, 73, and 
72 votes respectively, Val Rapp, Kelly Shaw, 
and Jane Wilson were the winners.

Several people who attended the annual 
meeting at the Upper McKenzie Community 
Center said they were pleased the process 
ran smoothly. But Shaw has confirmed she 
decided on September 1st to resign. So did 
Joshua Cloke - who was to appear in an 
upcoming runoff election against write-in 
candidate Steve Severin.

The results were verified by a five-member 
election committee but MVW president 
Val Rapp said it was discovered that one 
provisional ballot was not counted the night 
of the meeting. “That ballot has since been 
confirmed to be valid,” she says.

The organization had planned to first do 
a recount of all the ballots. Then, the now-
validated ballot will be added to the totals. If 

that count shows Severin has a majority, 
he will win the fourth board seat and 
there wouldn’t be a runoff election. With 
Cloke’s resignation, the issue appears to 
be moot.

At the meeting, a motion to add a seventh 
seat to the board was approved. Rapp said 
MVW is interested in “candidates with 
some specific skills that we need, such 
as accounting, or fundraising and grant 
writing.”

Another motion passed that night 
called for establishing a bylaws review 
committee. That group would be headed by 
one MVW director who would seek other 
members from the general public. Their 
recommendations would be presented to 
the board and later to the membership to 
be ratified.

Two ballot measures - dealing with how  
MVW is defined - were approved. 

On the financial front, a review of the 
organization’s accounts showed it has 
$31,000 in a checking account, $64,000 
in a Merrill Lynch account, as well as 
$210,000 in a money market account 
that’s dedicated to rebuilding the clinic.

Rapp was asked to describe the 
relationship between McKenzie Wellness 
and the Orchid Clinic. At first, she said, 
a lease agreement was developed so that 
health care would continue to be offered 
in the same building the McKenzie Clinic 
had built in Blue River. That document, 
she said, limited the use of the building 
so that it “couldn’t change over to doing a 
bistro or a gift shop.”

Provisions of the $1.8 million grant 
MVW received from the state call for a 
written agreement Rapp said. “It’s very 
important to have clear lines between 
the organizations and we will have 
relationships with other entities too, like 
the school.”

A love of watermelons was a valuable moti-
vator for these no-hands competitors.

There was plenty of activity at the water 
slide.

A sharp eye and a gentle grip proved valuable 
assets for the egg toss.

The cornhole toss proved to be not as easy 
as one might think.

Labor Day this year was celebrated by gathering together. On the 2nd anniversary of the 
Holiday Farm Fire, hundreds of people did just that at the McKenzie Track & Field.



WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date High Low Rain Releases
8/30	 98	 60	 0	 350	cfs
8/31	 92	 59	 0	 551	cfs
9/1	 97	 59	 0	 NA
9/2	 91	 56	 0	 702	cfs
9/3	 80	 58	 0	 695	cfs	
9/4	 88	 50	 0	 702	cfs
9/5	 85	 53	 0	 702	cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date High Low Rain Riverflow
8/30	 87	 54	 0	 2,410	cfs
8/31	 85	 56	 0	 2,370	cfs
9/1	 91	 50	 0	 2,620	cfs
9/2	 90	 52	 0	 3,410	cfs
9/3	 87	 57	 0	 3,430	cfs
9/4	 78	 49	 0	 3,460	cfs
9/5	 88	 55	 0	 3,410	cfs

Letters to the Editor
Letters To The Editor should contain no more than 250 

words. All letters must be signed and include an address 
and phone number. Addresses and phone numbers will 
not be published upon request. Deadline for submission 
is Monday at 5 pm.
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Hunting season open on
Willamette National Forest

 Archery season has opened for 
deer and elk hunting in western 
Oregon. This season, hunters us-
ing the Willamette National For-
est need to familiarize themselves 
with the many fire closures in 
place and use extreme caution and 
follow all fire restrictions while in 
the field. The Willamette National 
Forest currently has a campfire 
ban in effect in most areas due to 
high fire danger and several fire 
closures are in effect for public 
and firefighter safety.

Here are a few things to keep in 
mind if you are planning to hunt 
on public lands:

·Know before you go if there 
are fire restrictions in effect.

·Do not idle, drive or park on 
dry grass as vehicle exhaust and 
undercarriage could potentially 
ignite the grass or brush.

·Do not flick a cigarette out a ve-
hicle window because it can start 
a wildfire. Extinguish smoking 
materials in the vehicle ashtray.

·Check any chain you may be 
using on a trailer. Dragging metal 
on the roadbed can cause sparks 

that could ignite dry vegetation 
causing a wildfire.

If hunters are traveling through 
recently burned areas, it is impor-
tant to always remain alert and 
aware of your surroundings and 
practice the “Four Steps for Safe-
ty” to improve your awareness of 
natural hazards: Look Up, Look 
Down, Look Around, Look Be-
low. Dead or dying trees that re-
main standing after a wildfire may 
be unstable, especially in high 
winds, and watch out for uneven 
or unstable ground full of holes 
from burned root systems. Check 
the weather forecast and assess the 
weather conditions before travel. 

Let someone know your planned 
route, destination, and expected 
return time.

Hunters are responsible for 
knowing what areas are open and 
closed to hunting and what restric-
tions are in place. Please check the 
status of the area you plan to hunt 
before you head to the woods. All 
hunting is managed and regulated 
by Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (ODFW). Please 
hunt safely and be sure of your 
target. Remember, you are shar-
ing the woods with other people 
working and recreating in close 
proximity.

Another local group 
“Bites the Dust”

The Knitting Club, which has 
existed in our community for over 
sixty-five (65) years, is disband-
ing. This is not something new 
as many other local groups have 
given up in the last few years.

After Covid and the Holi-
day Farm Fire, our membership 
dropped from around 25 to less 
than 10. We invited friends in the 
community to join us and even 
posted an invitation in the River 
Reflections seeking new mem-
bers. We got No responses. 

Over the years there had been 
many community activities in 
which to participate--The Lions 
Club, McKenzie Arts Forum, 
McKenzie Garden Club, Rainbow 
Gals, Bunco Club, Bridge Club, 
Bingo Night, Saturday Market and 
numerous Exercise/Yoga Groups. 
It seems like our community is no 
longer interested in participating 
in group activities. 

The Knitting Club, that met ev-
ery Tuesday in years past, donated 
various crocheted and knitted 
items to hospitals and care homes 
and made donations to local non-
profits. It also served as a time for 
the ladies to socialize and become 
close friends.

A few of us plan to continue 
meeting at Takoda’s for a No Host 
lunch on Tuesdays at 1 p.m. each 
week. We feel socializing with our 

friends is important even if we are 
no longer a formal group. 

If you’d like to join us ladies, 
please do. Tuesdays, 1 p.m, at 
Takoda’s

Jane DeGroot
McKenzie Bridge

Don’t be shy…
apply!

Lane County Cultural Coalition 
grants are now available. LCCC 
offers Cultural Opportunity 
Grants, funded by Oregon Cultur-
al Foundation, to support cultural 
programs and projects throughout 
Lane County.  These grants target 
for-profit organizations, non-prof-
it organizations and individuals 
planning projects to be started and 
completed in 2023.  Emphasis is 
being focused on granting to or-
ganizations or individuals in rural 
Lane County, so don’t be shy!  

By going to LCCC’s website 
(lanecountyculturalcoalition.net) 
you will find information about 
the types of eligible projects.  Ap-
plications are submitted electroni-
cally, and you can download the 
application from the website.  

To help you or your organiza-
tion write a successful applica-
tion, LCCC will be conducting in-
person workshops.  Stay tuned for 
workshop locations and times.  

Gerry Aster, Vida 
Larry Brown, Leaburg

McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity 
Volleyball team travels to Crow on 
Tuesday, September 6, for a match 
starting at 6:00 pm. The Eagles 
host Mapleton on Thursday, 
September 8, and that match also 
is slated for a 6:00 pm start.

The McKenzie Varsity Six-man 
football team hosts Days Creek on 
Friday, September 9. Kickoff is 
set for 7:00 pm.

Eagles Host Wolves In Home 
Opener

Recovery and rebuild! Folks in 
the McKenzie Valley well know 
and feel these efforts. Other Rural 
communities know too fully well 
also. Days Creek, a tight-knit 
Douglas County community not 
unlike our McKenzie River home, 
can share its own fire stories. So 
now the time has come to add to 
Recovery and Rebuild. Re-boot!

For the Eagles specifically, Re-
boot takes on a literal meaning. 
McKenzie football returns to the 
iconic Wade Thomas Field this 
Friday night for Special District 2 
North Division Six-Man Football 
game against Days Creek. For the 

first time in decades, the Oregon 
Schools Activity Association has 
Returned six-man football to the 
smallest of its members. Fourteen 
schools, scattered across the State, 
will be kicking off with a starting 
line-up that could Ride to the 
game in Dodge Ram six-pack.

McKenzie’s new 1A (6) Special 
District 2 North League members 
include Jewell out of Seaside, 
Siletz Valley, Mapleton, Triangle 
Lake, Crow, and Eddyville. The 
1A (6) Special District 2 South 
League includes Glendale, Riddle, 
Days Creek, Powers, Gilchrist, 
Elkton and North Lake.

McKenzie High School’s 
Recovery and Rebuild is in full 
progress. A lot has happened on 
the Eagle campus these last two 
seasons and now’s a fine time 
to check out the progress. Wade 
Thomas Field is no exception. 
The new concession stand, 
bleachers, and scoreboard are still 
in construction phase and hopes 
are for completion and dedication 
later in the season. But don’t let 
that hold you back because one 
thing for certain, the athletes 
proudly wearing their Eagle and 
Wolves pads and colors are Ready 
to Rumble. 

It would be Really fine if 
our Remarkable and Resilient 
community would Return and 
support these athletes this Friday. 
See you there! Right-on!

Note: More in depth Eagle 
results and scores next week!



Aug. 29: 0:28: 43000 block, 
McK. Hwy. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

18:46: 90000 blk, Leashore Dr. 
Brush fire. Tree branch on power 
line secured scene.

Aug. 30: 0:37: 89000 blk, 
Goodpasture Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

Aug. 31: 11:23: 42000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Lift Assist. Lift Assist 
Only.

12:29: 39000 blk, Deerhorn Rd. 
Motor Vehicle Accident. Single 
Vehicle off the road.

14:43: 41000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Vehicle Fire. Solar battery smoking 
on dash.

Sept. 1: 17:48: McK. Hwy./
Deerhorn Rd. Smoke scare. Unable 
To Locate.

19:02: 37000 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. Illegal Burn. Extinguished.

21:36: 39000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. Patient assessed, 
1 Transported.

Sept. 2: 9:12: 38000 blk, 
Hendricks Park Rd. Cardiac Arrest. 
Confirmed Deceased.

14:22: 40000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Smoke Scare. UTL.

16:19: 7000 blk, Thurston 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

17:49: McKenzie View Dr./Hill 
Rd. Mutual Aid. Disregarded by 
Mohawk Valley Rural Fire.

20:27: 400 blk, S. 79th St. 
Medical, Trauma. Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported.
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Aug. 31: 16:50: Motor Vehicle 
Accident - Old McK. Hwy./
Milepost63. 2 vehicles involved, 
no injuries reported. Vehicle hit 
a wood post after going off the 
road.

Sept. 2: 21:59: Illegal Burn – 
91450 block, Marbrook Ln. 4 to 5 
ft. across, attended by 2 to 3 adults 
& 3 to 4 children.

22:03: Brush Fire – E. King 
Rd./Horse Creek Rd. Approx 2 
miles southwest of location. Caller 
is seeing at least one large tree and 
surrounding area on fire.

Sept. 3: 02:40: Medical – McK. 
Hwy./Mp. 43. Gender unknown, 
not conscious, not breathing.

Sept. 4: 00:55: Medical - McK. 
Hwy./Mp. 43. Age unknown, 
gender unknown, conscious, 
breathing.

08:27: Public Assist - 55325 
E. King Rd. Resident has been 
using an excavator to move large 
boulders. Caller is concerned 
about possible fire hazard.

21:10: Smoke Check - McK. 
Hwy./Mp. 52. 2 miles east of the 
Ranger Station.

The upper McK. Fire district 
board of directors will hold its 
monthly meeting at 7 p.m on 
Wednesday, September 21st, at the 
McK. Fire Station, 56578 McK. 
Hwy. in McKenzie Bridge.

Sheriff’s
Report

Aug. 31: 7:01 a.m: Dead 
Animal - 89000 block, Marcola 
Rd.

11:56 a.m: Assist, Information 
- 90600 blk, Sunderman Rd.

12:30 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, No Injury - 39300 blk, 
Deerhorn Rd.

Sept. 1: 1:22 p.m: vehicle stop 
- McK. Hwy. & Angels Flight Rd.

1:23 p.m: Dog at Large - 90800 
Angels Flight Rd.

2:31 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
Blue River Dam.

3:39 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - Old McK. Hwy. & McK. 
Hwy. Caller reported being in a 
verbal argument with a friend. 
Parties separated and dispute 
resolved.

4:42 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 92000 blk, Maple Ln. 
LCSO received 2nd hand info 
about a dispute at a residence in 
the area. Deputies responded to 
the area and determined no crime 
had occurred.

5:30 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, No Injury - Marcola 
Rd. Milepost 1.5.

7:06 p.m: Illegal Burn - 37300 
blk, Camp Creek Rd.

Sept. 2: 4:15 p.m: Citizen 
Contact - 35200 blk, Camp 
Creek Rd.

4:53 p.m: Vehicle Stop - 
Marcola Rd. & Mohawk Loop.

5:14 p.m: Vehicle Stop 
- Marcola Rd. & Hill Rd.

5:51 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
44800 blk, McK. Hwy.

5:51 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, No Injury – McK. View 
Dr. & Hill Rd.

Sept. 3: 2:01 a.m: Driving 
Under Influence of Intoxicants - 
Camp Creek Rd. & Oakpoint Rd.

2:48 a.m: Medical Info 
Call - Lat: 44.159567. Long: -
122.303302.

12:00 p.m: Assault - 37300 blk, 
Camp Creek Rd. Caller reported 
being assaulted by a known 
suspect at a party. Caller reported 
having bruises and broken nails.

1:35 p.m: Water Rescue - 88400 
blk, Partridge Ln.

5:15 p.m: Water Rescue – 
Charley Ln. & MJ Chase Rd.

6:14 p.m: Suspicious Ve-

hicle - Marcola Rd. & Old 
Mohawk Rd.

6:46 p.m: Towed Ve-
hicle – 37300 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd.

7:48 p.m: Traffic Hazard – Mp. 
Camp Creek Rd.

Sept. 4: 1:02 a.m: Drug 
Overdose - 52700 blk, McK. 
Hwy. A caller and her boyfriend 
believed that perhaps they had 
been drugged. Reported symptoms 
included incoherency and slurred 
words. Deputies responded at the 
request of on-scene fire personnel. 
People on the property were only 
semi-cooperative with deputies. 
Both patients were transported by 
medics to an area hospital.

10:31 a.m: Suspicious Subject 
- 37000 blk, Edgehill Rd.

3:56 p.m: Theft - 90700 blk, 
Fish Hatchery Rd. Unknown 
suspect damaged and stole some 
undisclosed equipment from the 
location.

5:26 p.m: Reckless Driving 
– McK. Hwy. & Blue River 
Reservoir Rd.

6:07 p.m: Water Rescue - 90600 
blk, Lure Ln.

9:40 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 36200 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd.

10:52 p.m: Threat, Harassment 
- 37100 blk, Tree Farm Rd.

11:15 p.m: Fight - 41300 blk, 
McK. Hwy.

Subscribe   TODAY!
tinyurl.com/2vf5caa6
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Sept. 3: 2:44: McK. Hwy./
Milepost 43. Mutual Aid. 
Disregarded by Upper McK. Fire.

12:05: McK. Hwy./Angels 
Flight Rd. Smoke Scare. UTL.

13:34: McK. Hwy./ Mp. 
15. Water Rescue. One Person 
Rescued.

17:13: 1300 blk, McK. River. 
Water Rescue. Five people assisted 
to shore.

18:36: McK. Hwy./Hendricks 
Park Rd. MVA. Blocking/Non-
Injury.

18:43: Deerhorn Rd./Little 
Continued On Page 7
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Emergency? Call 911

By Finn J.D. John
To the average Oregon City 

resident, there wasn’t much to 
celebrate in the vacant, dilapidated 
old house by the foot of Willamette 
Falls.

The house had, until a few years 
before, been known as the Phoenix 
Hotel, and it had been a very 
flagrant bordello. Conveniently 
located right in the heart of what 
was then Oregon City’s industrial 
core, it had been a handy place for 
workers in the woolen mills, paper 
manufactories, sawmills, and other 
operations that took advantage of 
the plentiful waterpower of the 
falls. No doubt it did an especially 
brisk business every payday.

It can’t have been brisk enough, 
though, because in 1906 the 
owners offered to sell the building 
and land to the city of Oregon 
City. There was a brief flurry of 
interest, and mayor E.G. Caufield 
got very excited about it.

But when the proposal was put to 
a referendum, the voters quashed 
the deal, and the old brothel was 
instead sold to the Hawley Pulp 
and Paper Co., which wanted the 
land to expand some of its adjacent 
facilities.

When that happened, the new 
mayor, W.E. Carll, dropped by 
to talk to Mr. Hawley. He was 
hoping to arrange some kind of 
deal to save the house. Hawley 
was willing to help; he said he’d 
gladly donate the building to the 
city if they could move it off the 
property. Carll agreed to see what 
he could do.

Now, this may seem like an 
awful lot of trouble for people to 
be going through to save an old 
whorehouse from the wrecking 
ball. The thing was, though, that 
the Phoenix Hotel had been no 

ordinary whorehouse. It had been 
built in 1846, before Oregon 
was a state or even officially 
an American territory, by the 
“Father of Oregon” himself: Dr. 
John McLoughlin, the head of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
Northwest operations

McLoughlin had been posted as 
Chief Factor for the company in 
Fort Vancouver in 1825 when the 
Oregon territory was under joint 
occupancy and it wasn’t clear 
whether it would end up being part 
of Canada or the U.S. Later in the 
1820s, McLoughlin had staked a 
land claim at Willamette Falls and 
platted Oregon City.

As the Oregon Trail opened 
up, it started becoming obvious 
that the huge influx of American 
settlers was messing up the U.S.-
Britain joint occupancy treaty, 
pushing the territory toward full 
U.S. control by sheer numbers. 
McLoughlin, of course, was on 

the British side of things; but 
when, in the mid-1840s, American 
emigrants started staggering into 
Fort Vancouver sick and exhausted 
and starving from the rigors of the 
Oregon Trail, he took them in and 
gave them shelter and supplies on 
credit. This made him increasingly 
unpopular with his bosses back 
east, who would have preferred a 
more hard-nosed attitude toward 
the emigrants.

So, to get rid of him, they 
“promoted” McLoughlin to 
another post east of the Rocky 
Mountains.

This was checkmate for 
McLoughlin. If he accepted the 
promotion, he’d have to abandon 
his land claim at Willamette Falls, 
which was already very valuable 
and only getting more so. But the 
only way to decline the promotion 
was to retire from HBC. Which, as 
they had expected, was the option 
he took. He settled down at the 

falls and applied for American 
citizenship, which he received in 
1851.

But by now most of the Oregon 
City residents were Protestants, 
and McLoughlin was Catholic. 
This would be no big deal today, 
and the Hudson’s Bay Company 
employees were also very broad-
minded about such things – half 
of them being French voyageurs, 
after all – but plenty of the 
American emigrants were not.

To make things worse, there had 
been an unfortunate incident eight 
years earlier when McLoughlin 
had publicly attacked and thrashed 
Fort Vancouver’s Anglican 
chaplain, Herbert Beaver, in the 
courtyard at the fort. Beaver had 
referred to McLoughlin’s wife, 
Marguerite, as “a female of 
notoriously loose character” and 
as McLoughlin’s “kept mistress” 
(their marriage ceremony had not 
been an Anglican one) in an official 
report, which had passed through 
McLoughlin’s hands on its way 
east. But however deserved this 
public drubbing may or may not 
have been, it didn’t do much for 
McLoughlin’s reputation among 
Protestants.

So McLoughlin, although he 
was the most prominent citizen 
of Oregon City, had plenty of 
enemies there, and some of them 
got busy challenging his land 
claims.

Some of those challenges were 
successful, but enough was left 
for McLoughlin to finish his life 
in comfort – and to build the 
biggest, nicest house in the state 
for his wife and family.

The house was a great big 
Colonial-style two-story residence 
with numerous rooms upstairs 
for guests. These guest rooms, 
of course, would be super useful 
decades later, when the place 
became the Phoenix Hotel.

It’s the music of the Western 
mountains, and this is the only time 
we get to hear it. It has a hollow 
sound, as though a flute were a 
foot thick and 12-feet long, and it 
is the lonely call of the bull elk.

It starts in early September and 
by October becomes more of a war 
chant. When winter shuts down the 
breeding season, the bulls go quiet 
once again, and pal up with other 
bulls to face winter together.

But now, the call is there. Veteran 
elk hunters call it “the locate call.” 
It isn’t meant to be intimidating to 
other elk, either. The spirit ghost 
of the mountains dictates the bull 
sends this high, hollow note out to 
the world. 

If I may be permitted to translate, 
the locate call is just a reminder, 
not a threat. 

“Anybody oooooo-ut there?”
That was Pete, sitting on top of a 

ridge near the Continental Divide. 
From the bottom of the canyon to 
the west, maybe four miles away, 
we hear an answer.

“This is She-r-r-r-r-rm. 
Remember me from last winter? 
Goin’ girlin’-n-n-n-n soon, Pete?”

“Thought I mi-i-i-i-ight, Sherm. 
Luck to you.”

“And you-u-u-u-u-u too-o-o-o-
!”

In a month, they’ll be gathering 
cows and Pete will threaten to 
dismember ol’ Sherm with a single 
antler, but that’s during the rut, and 
that has more grunting sounds in 
it.

If you should go out there and 
try to call one in close enough for a 
picture, or at least a conversation, 
they would like me to remind you 
they are both 12 feet tall, weight 
more than a ton each, and could 
whip a freight train. And they’re 
good-looking guys, too. Pass the 
word.

---------
Brought to you by A Cowboy’s 

Guide to Hunting Elk by Slim 
Randles. Now on Amazon.com.

By Slim Randles

Unlikely journey - Page 8

From White House to whorehouse:
The McLoughlin House’s unlikely journey

Oregon	Historical	Quarterly
The McLoughlin House near the bottom of Singer Hill in 1909, during the 
moving process.

Keep in Touch
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rivref2@gmail.com
59059	Old	McK.	Hwy

McKenzie	Bridge,	OR	97413

$31/yr 
tinyurl.com/

2vf5caa6



 Thursday, sepTember 8, 2022 McKenzie River Reflections Page 5

Most people shudder when they 
see maggots in their bin composter 
or compost pile. They may be 
startling in their appearance and 
movement, but they won’t hurt 
you or the compost. In fact, they 
play a role in breaking down plant 
and animal tissues.

Often, these maggots are the 
larval life stage of compost-
dwelling soldier flies, according 
to Linda Brewer, Oregon State 
University Extension Service soil 
scientist. This European insect 
(Hermetia illucens) is found 
everywhere in North America. 
They are especially common 
where flies access wet, rotting 
food sources or garbage.

Young soldier fly larvae are 
a gray-white color, segmented, 
about 1 inch in length, and very 
active. As they mature, the larvae 
turn a dark brown color, are 
torpedo-shaped and flattened, with 
tough-looking skin. The head is 
small and narrower than the body. 
The body features only hairs and 
spines – no legs. The rear of the 
body is blunt and houses breathing 
pores or spiracles.

When the larvae pupate, or 
if they die before transitioning 
to the adult stage, the chitin – a 

component in their leathery skin 
– will decompose and contribute 
nitrogen and glucose to the 
compost. Decomposer bacteria 
benefit from both nutrients, Brewer 
said.

Adult soldier flies are black and 
about 5/8-inch long. Their smoky 
black wings are held over the back 
when at rest and the first abdominal 
segment has clear areas. Adults 
feed and lay eggs on food waste 
and other moist types of organic 
matter.

Adult soldier flies emerge, mate, 
and die within two days. The dark-
colored adults are often mistaken 
for black wasps, but they don’t 
bite or carry disease, Brewer said.

Soldier fly larvae are voracious 
consumers of high nitrogen 
materials such as kitchen food 
scraps and manures, as they decay. 
They break down organic material 
in manure or compost piles. These 
materials are further decomposed 
by smaller members of the 
decomposer community. The adult 
flies can inoculate the compost with 
beneficial decomposer bacteria 
and fungi from other sources.

Soldier flies rarely invade 
houses, unless a compost pile is 
close to the structure, Brewer said. 

They are almost exclusively found 
in compost bins, or juicy sheet 
mulches and manure piles. In the 
southeastern United States, they 
are used to reduce the volume of 
hog manure.

In addition to reducing manure 
volume, soldier fly larvae also 
reduce moisture and stabilize 
plant nutrients from the manure in 
their own bodies.

Soldier fly females lay eggs on 
the surface of exposed nitrogen-
rich material. Incorporating 
sufficient leaves, dry grass, 
shredded paper and other organic 
“brown” material in the pile to 
cover any nitrogen food sources 
is a sure way to avoid attracting 
the egg-laying females. Kitchen 
waste incorporated into any home 
compost pile should be well-
buried in the pile and covered 
with two to four inches of dry, 
absorbent materials, according to 
Brewer.

If your food-rich compost has 
many soldier fly larvae, you can 
reduce their numbers by turning 
the compost and layering in 
dry materials. The presence of 
soldier fly larvae indicates that 
the compost is very moist. Water 
has a tremendous capacity to 
absorb heat without changing 
its temperature. The additional 
dry materials and turning will 
encourage the compost pile to 
heat up. Soldier fly larvae cannot 
tolerate temperatures above 113 
degrees Fahrenheit – easy enough 
to achieve in a well-balanced 
compost pile.

You can further discourage 
these flies by covering any holes 
in the compost bin with a window 
screen glued down with exterior 
household or other waterproof 
caulk to exclude adult flies looking 
for good sites to lay their eggs.

Soldier fly larvae can thrive in 
worm bins, as well, where they 
may out-compete the worms for 
food sources.

In a worm bin, bury food scraps 
deeply in the worm bedding and 
cover well. Soldier flies may eat 
what is on the surface, but they 
won’t eat the worms or their 
eggs.

Birds love high-protein soldier 
fly larvae, Brewer said. Larvae 
can be removed from the compost 
pile and fed to the chickens or just 
tossed on the ground where birds 
can find them.

This Space
For Rent

rivref2@gmail.com

Pumpkins in History
The use of pumpkins for food 

apparently dates back to the 
natives of the Americas. They 
grew pumpkins and squash and 
developed many ways of preparing 
them. The natives also taught the 
early settlers these ways with 
food.

It’s believed natives in 
Central America originally 
grew pumpkins. Then those of 
North America adopted them 
for food. Their various methods 
of preparation included baking, 
boiling, making pumpkin into a 
soup, drying it, and grinding this 
food into a meal they used for 
making breads.

For winter use and preservation, 
the natives cut the pumpkins into 
rings and strips. Then they hung 
them to dry.

Jack-o-Lanterns
Before long in our culture, 

children will be carving and 
painting faces on pumpkins to 
display for Halloween. They 
remind me of my childhood. 
One year my sister carved a large 
pumpkin to place over her head as 
her costume. 

As I browsed through photos I’d 
taken over the years, I discovered 
many with pumpkins and autumn 
leaves, stonewalls along the 
roadside and across the fields, as 
well as children with their jack-o-
lanterns.. From these, I created a 
colorful poetry scrapbook album, 

with the theme Autumn in New 
England. 

Many Pumpkin Recipes
You’ll discover many ways to 

use pumpkins-from desserts to 
casseroles to breads and soups. 
One recipe for Pumpkin Soup calls 
for it cooked in the rind. I talked 
with a lady who said she did this 
and found the soup delicious.

According to an Early Pumpkin 
Pie Recipe, you cut a slice from 
the top of the pumpkin, scoop 
out the seeds, and fill with cavity 
with milk, sugar, and spices. Then 
you baked it until the pumpkin 
was cooked and center mixture 
thickened.

Pumpkin Souffle - Combine 
1 cup canned or thick cooked, 
mashed pumpkin with 1/2 
teaspoon cinnamon, 1/2 cup firmly 
packed brown sugar and stir well. 
Beat 3 egg whites until stiff, then 
add 1/8-teaspoon salt and fold it 
into the pumpkin mixture.

Grease a 1-quart baking dish or 
mold and fill about 2/3 full with 
the pumpkin. Set in a pan of hot 
water.

Bake at 350 degrees F. for 
about 40 minutes. Makes 4 to 6 
servings.

(c) Mary Emma Allen
 
(Mary Emma Allen enjoys 

autumn in New England with 
its colorful foliage and pumpkin 
decorations. E-mail: me.allen@
juno.com)

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny
By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

Maggots help break down compost pile

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB	#50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com

people to get out there and explore 
these places as a family.”

The federal program is designed 
for fourth-grade students because 
research shows children ages 9 to 
11 are beginning to learn about the 
world around them, are open to 
new ideas, and are likely to form 
lasting connections to nature and 
our history when introduced to 
public lands and historic sites.

“Public lands serve an important 

role. They’re living classrooms, 
and portals to lifelong learning 
about the natural and cultural 
history of forests, grasslands, and 
other treasured places,” said Thea 
Garrett, interim conservation 

education program manager for 
the U.S. Forest Service’s Pacific 
Northwest Region. “Our hope is 
this program will help inspire the 
next generation to care for public 
lands and to continue to steward 
these special places for the benefit 
of future generations.”

For more information about 
Every Kid Outdoors, visit www.
everykidoutdoors.gov

Continued From Page 1

Every Kid Outdoors
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Community Notes
September 9

McK River Food Pantry
Free groceries provided in 

accordance with Oregon Food 
Bank and Food For Lane County 
guidelines for food distribution 
to those in need. Tues: 11 am - 1 
pm, every 2nd & 4th Friday @ 
McKenzie High School (New 
Gym )

September 10
Dime At A Time

The Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting sessions are 
held every Saturday from 9 - 
11 a.m. at the Leaburg Store. 
Donations can be dropped off 
there as well.

September 15
Leaburg Food Pantry

Leaburg Food Pantry. Free 
groceries provided in accordance 
with Oregon Food Bank and Food 
For Lane County guidelines for 
food distribution to those in need. 
3 - 6 p.m. Behind the McKenzie 
Bible Fellowship Church, 45061 
McKenzie Hwy.

September 5
 Springfield School Board
7 pm - 8:30 pm. The Board 

of Directors meet in the 
Administration Building, 640 A 
St, Springfield.

September 10
Walterville Fair

The Walterville Grange will be 
hosting the 71st annual Walterville 
Community Fair. This year’s 
theme is ‘Let’s Eat, Have Fun 
and Celebrate at the 71st Annual 
Walterville Community Fair.’ 
Events will include a 5K Waddle 
walk/run starting at 8 a.m. Signup 
is online with Eclectic or people 
can register the morning of the 
race. Fair entries of baking, 
canning, produce, arts & crafts, 
photography, antiques, flowers, 
and sewing and handicrafts will 
be accepted from 7:30 to 9:30 
a.m. with judging starting at 9:30 
(so don’t be late!). The Boy Scouts 
will perform the flag raising at 10 
a.m. with the parade starting at 11. 
The famous Walterville Grange 
barbecue chicken dinner will start 
to be served at 11:30, with a full 
dinner including 1/2 barbecued 
chicken, corn on the cob, beans, 
pasta salad, and a dessert of 
strawberry shortcake prepared by 
Billy Pruitt. The full meal is just 
$12 (you can’t beat that for a full 
dinner). There will also be hot 
dogs for $3. Music is planned from 
noon to 1 p.m. with Jerry Zybach 
playing Delta Blues and Country 
music. To top the afternoon off 
there will be a raffle drawing at 
3 p.m., so buy your tickets early. 
There will be lots of local vendors 

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, either in church on 
Hwy. 126 just east of Walterville, or on our Facebook livestream.  You 
may also make prayer requests, or request an emailed or earth-mailed 
bulletin -- phone or send email to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@
gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

throughout the day and the Bottle 
Boys will be there if you have any 
bottles you want to donate to the 
McKenzie River cause. Anyone 
who would like to sell their wares 
can rent a table, call 541-915-2163. 
The Grange would appreciate any 
extra help, so if you would like to 
help, call 541-521-4760 and leave 
a message - calls will be returned. 
You can also call this number if 
you have any questions. 

September 11
Live Concert

The McKenzie Valley Presby-
terian Church will ho!+≠st Joey 
McGee on September 11th at 3 
p.m. Joey McGee plays soul, 
country, folk, gospel, rock & 
blues in his own style. The 3 hour 
concert will be held at the church, 
88393 Walterville Loop. For more 
information call 541-896-3001 or 
626-437-0539.

September 19
McKenzie Fire & Rescue
McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 

its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting at noon, at the Leaburg 
Training Center from noon to 1 
p.m.

September 19
 Springfield School Board
7 pm - 8:30 pm. The Board 

of Directors meet in the 
Administration Building, 640 A 
St, Springfield. 

September 21
Upper McK Fire Board

The board of directors will meet 
at 7p.m. 56578 McK. Hwy. in 
McKenzie Bridge.

Ogre
achiever

High School students can apply 
now for the Congress-Bundestag 
Youth Exchange (CBYX) pro-
gram to study abroad in Germany.  
ASSE is one of four established 
international exchange organiza-
tions that administer a program, 
which is jointly sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of State and the 
German Bundestag (Parliament).  
ASSE has 50 scholarships avail-

Public comment is now being 
accepted on proposed rule chang-
es to Forest Practices Act from the 
Private Forest Accord.

The Oregon Department of For-
estry (ODF) has opened the public 
comment period on proposed rule 
changes to the Forest Practices 
Act after receiving approval from 
the Board of Forestry at a special 
meeting August 24th. The public 
comment period runs from Sep-
tember 1st through the 30th.   

Senate Bills 1501 and 1502 di-
rected the ODF to make changes 
to Forest Practices Act adminis-
trative rules to give the timber in-
dustry more long-term regulatory 
certainty - while also providing 
more environmental protections 
sought by conservation groups.  

ODF will hold in-person and 
virtual informational sessions in 
mid-September. Two meetings 
will be held in western Oregon, 
one in eastern Oregon, and one 
virtually.

(541) 484-1151   •   www.laneelectric.com

#HomeEnergyTip: Use dimmer switches. Dimmer switch-
es reduce the flow of electricity, saving you energy and 
money.

Youth Exchange available 
for foreign study

able to American youth from the 
western and northwestern regions 
of the USA.  ASSE is responsible 
for promoting the CBYX pro-
gram, recruiting applicants, and 
selecting finalists.  Students are 
encouraged to learn more and ap-
ply at www.UsaGermanyScholar-
ship.org.  The deadline to apply is 
December 1st.

ODF seeks public input
on forest practices

Formal public hearings for pub-
lic comment will be held the last 
week of September - with verbal 
comments accepted at any of the 
virtual public meetings.

Meetings via Zoom have been 
scheduled for: Sept. 26th @ 6 p.m, 
Sept. 27th @ 10 a.m,  and Sept. 
28th @ 4 p.m.

Written comments can be sent 
to: sb1501.rulemaking@oregon.
gov until 11:55 p.m. on Sept. 30th. 

After reviewing comments and 
making any changes, ODF will 
send the recommended final rule 
package to the Board of Forestry 
to consider at a special meeting on 
October 26th.  

“Before and during the rule 
phase in we will have outreach and 
training to help explain, imple-
ment, and highlight compliance 
assistance along with enforce-
ment of the new rules, “ according 
to Josh Barnard, Division Chief, 
of the Oregon Dept. of Forestry’s 
Forest Resources Division.
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What Doesn’t Work
Recently Ted, a nice coworker, 

joined my group. We work 
together on all projects and share 
ideas and communication with our 
manager on a daily basis. 

Ted started carpooling with the 
boss. At that point, he changed. 
What were joint projects, did Ted 
make his own? When I tried to 
contact our boss to do the same, 
it was obvious he prefers Ted. The 
two of them talk at home and go to 
church together.

I have been in my group for 
over two years and work hard to 
be creative. Now I find any time 
I do something, Ted quickly takes 
over. He always beats me to the 
punch. I am not trying to be petty, 
but it is getting ridiculous. The job 
I have been striving for is finally 
open. There is a trickled rumor the 
boss has nominated Ted. 

Let me review the facts. I have 
been here longer, worked harder, 
and am overdue for promotion, 
a thought shared by coworkers. I 
mentioned this to a higher-level 
boss, who in turn looked at me as 
a troublemaker. 

Direct contact with Ted would be 
dynamite because of his attitude, 
but this isn’t right. The more 
waves I make, the more I look 
bad, so I am hoping to get some 
advice on possible strategies.

Donald

Donald, certain situations are 
hopeless. You don’t want to hear 
this, but this is one of them. 
In many situations, the social 
game outweighs merit. You can 
list all the facts you want, but 
it won’t change the main fact. 
Your manager prefers this new 
employee to you. 

There can be a wide range of 
reasons for this. Your manager may 
feel you are far too valuable where 
you are, or you may simply lack 
the bootlicking skills to succeed 
in this particular workplace. 

The new employee is not the 
enemy. Look at him in broader 
terms. He might be the wrench 
thrown at your life to stimulate a 
reaction, a reexamination of where 
you want to go. The writer James 
Michener once said, “The job of 
an apple tree is to bear apples. 
The job of a storyteller is to tell 
stories.” What is your real job in 
life?

The only strategy to consider 
is where your life is going. 
This includes determining if 
you choose to remain with this 
company, if you should pursue 
more education, or if you are even 
in the right field.

Wayne & Tamara

Wayne & Tamara are also the 
authors of Cheating in a Nutshell, 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING           CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Assisted Living

Looking	for	assisted	living,	memory	
care,	 or	 independent	 living?	A	 Place	
for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family.	Call	1-844-923-5005	today!

Coins & Jewelry
Buying	 US	 and	 foreign	 coins,	

currency,	tokens,	gold,	silver,	&	jewelry.	
North	Star	Coin	&	Jewelry,	650	Main	
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Dental Insurance
DENTAL	 INSURANCE	 from	

Physicians	 Mutual	 Insurance	
Company.	 Coverage	 for	 350	 plus	
procedures.	 Real	 dental	 insurance	
-	 NOT	 just	 a	 discount	 plan.	 Do	 not	
wait!	Call	now!	Get	your	FREE	Dental	
Information	 Kit	 with	 all	 the	 details!	
1-855-683-0634	 www.dental50plus.
com/river	#6258

Free
Rocks	 -	 landscape	 boulders	 &	

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All	you	can	load	yourself	free	-	loaded	
&	delivered	 for	a	small	 fee.	541-896-
3000	(best	time	a.m.)	FI-j15.nc

Gutters
Eliminate	 gutter	 cleaning	 forever!	

LeafFilter,	the	most	advanced	debris-
blocking	gutter	protection.	Schedule	a	
FREE	LeafFilter	estimate	 today.	15%	
off	Entire	Purchase.	10%	Senior	&	Mil-
itary	Discounts.	Call	1-866-387-0730

Clear the Clutter
Overwhelmed	 with	 things	 the	 kids	

don’t	want?	Pare	down	unused	items	
for	improved	well-being	&	safety.	Call	
Patty	Starr	 -	 Licensed,	Bonded	&	 In-
sured.	541-896-1569	,	
ez2downsize@gmail.com

Life Screening
Stroke	and	Cardiovascular	disease	

are	 leading	causes	of	death,	accord-
ing	 to	 the	 American	 Heart	 Associa-
tion.	 Screenings	 can	 provide	 peace	

of	 mind	 or	 early	 detection!	 Contact	
Life	Line	Screening	to	schedule	your	
screening.	Special	offer	-	5	screenings	
for	just	$149.	Call	1-855-993-5276

Medical Alert
MobileHelp,	America’s	Premier	Mo-

bile	 Medical	 Alert	 System.	 Whether	
You’re	Home	or	Away.	For	Safety	and	
Peace	 of	 Mind.	 No	 Long	 Term	 Con-
tracts!	 Free	 Brochure!	 Call	Today!	 1-
866-996-0952

Personal
If	 you	 want	 to	 drink,	 that’s	 your	

business.	 If	 you	 want	 to	 stop,	 that’s	
ours.	 AA	 Group	 meets	 Wednesday	
6:00pm-7:00pm	 and	 Sunday	
5:00-6:00pm	 at	 the	 McKenzie	
Valley	 Presbyterian	 Church,	 88393	
Walterville	 Loop,	 a	 block	 from	 the	
Walterville	 Shopping	 Center.	 N/c-sub	
5/15/-5/11/14

Phones
Great	 new	 offer	 from	 AT&T	

Wireless!	 Ask	 how	 to	 get	 the	 new	
iPhone	12	mini	for	as	low	as	$0	with	
trade	in.	While	supplies	last!	CALL	1-
877-500-5954

Piano Lessons
Now	accepting	piano	students	-	Be-

ginners,	 Intermediate	 and	 Advanced	
-	 all	 ages.	 Professional	 jazz	 pianist,	
classically	trained	with	years	of	teach-
ing	 experience.	 Located	 in	 Leaburg.	
Please	 call	 or	 text	 408.391.3477	 or	
email;	 kimberly@liquidsister.com.	
http://www.liquidsister.com	 SKP-
8/16ruc

Portable Oxygen
Portable	 Oxygen	 Concentrator	

May	 Be	 Covered	 by	 Medicare!	
Reclaim	 independence	 and	 mobility	
with	 the	 compact	 design	 and	 long-
lasting	 battery	 of	 Inogen	 One.	 Free	
information	 kit!	 Call	 833-980-0385.	
Call	1-877-244-0346

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The	 Leaburg	 Sew	 &	 So’s	 are	

meeting	most	Friday	afternoons	at	the	
McKenzie	 Fire	 and	 Rescue	 Training	
Center.	 	 Please	 call	 Sara	 at	 (541)	
896-3059	for	more	information.S=JS-
2/25/10ruc

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirthell

Satellite TV
DIRECTV	 for	 $69.99/mo	 for	 12	

months	with	CHOICE	Package.	Watch	
your	favorite	live	sports,	news	&	enter-
tainment	anywhere.	One	year	of	HBO	
Max	FREE.	Directv	is	#1	in	Customer	
Satisfaction	(JD	Power	&	Assoc.)	Call	
for	 more	 details!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	1-844-808-7532

DISH	 Network.	 $59.99	 for	 190	
Channels!	 Blazing	 Fast	 Internet,	
$19.99/mo.	(where	available.)	Switch	
&	 Get	 a	 FREE	 $100	Visa	 Gift	 Card.	
FREE	Voice	Remote.	FREE	HD	DVR.	
FREE	 Streaming	 on	 ALL	 Devices.	
Call	today!	1-855-984-8961

Services
Natures	 Friend	 Beautifying	 Co.	

Property/rental	 cleanup,	 restoration,	
tree	work,	blackberry	&	ivy	destruction,	
pressure	 washing,	 Int/ext.	 painting,	
furniture	refurbishing.	Free	appliance	
removal.	 Call	 Scottish	 541-913-8477.	
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Got	a	 hole	 in	 your	 wall?	 Give	me	
a	call!	The	Wall	Doctor	-	Serving	the	

By Kwame Dawes
In Heather Cahoon’s poem, 

“Shelter,” she manages, with 
simplicity and the use of deftly 
selected detail, to capture the 
mood of childhood delights that, in 
the manner of such things, always 
seem on the edge of danger.  One 
is transported to the invention 
of children who seem to find a 
certain pleasure in the complex 
combination of being lost and 
being hidden at the same time.  

Shelter
By Heather Cahoon

We wove hip-high field grass 
into tunnels 

knotting the tops 
of bunched handfuls the drooping 
heads tied together. 

My seven siblings and I 
sheltered ourselves

inside these labyrinths 
in a galaxy of grasses.

We do not accept unsolicited 
manuscripts.  American Life 
in Poetry is made possible by 
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher 
of Poetry magazine. It is also 
supported by the Department 

American Life
in Poetry

What Infidelity Does to the Victim, 
available from Amazon, Apple, 
and most booksellers.
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FREE (non-business) CLASSIFIED ADS FOR SUBSCRIBERS
Phone, Email or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday @ 5pm

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
❑ SUBSCRIBER NAME_______________________________ FREE 
CLASSIFIED
❑ Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per issue. All ads must be 
paid in advance or ad will not be printed. Amt. enclosed $___________ 

Mail to: McKenzie River Reflections, 59059 Old McKenzie Hwy., McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp 
at Blue River - are restricted to 
angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Trout Stocking Schedule: Trout 
stocking is underway on many 
lakes and reservoirs throughout 
the state. Releases of 8” to 10” 
hatchery fish last week were: 
McKenzie River (below Leaburg 
Dam) – 2,000.

Fish Counts 
August 31, Willamette Falls

Spring Chinook – 37,346
Summer Steelhead – 5,747

Fishing
Report

of English at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem 
copyright ©2020 by Heather 
Cahoon, “Shelter” from Horsefly 
Dress (University of Arizona 
Press, 2020.) Poem reprinted 
by permission of the author and 
the publisher. Poem reprinted by 
permission of the author and the 
publisher. Introduction copyright 
©2022 by The Poetry Foundation. 
The introduction’s author, Kwame 
Dawes, is George W. Holmes 
Professor of English and Glenna 
Luschei Editor of Prairie Schooner 
at the University of Nebraska. 

McKenzie	 River	 area.	 541-735-2317.	
p-s15-n3

Standby Generator
Prepare	 for	 power	 outages	 today	

with	a	GENERAC	home	standby	gen-
erator.	$0	Money	Down	+	Low	Month-
ly	Payment	Options.	Request	a	FREE	
Quote.	Call	now	before	the	next	power	
outage:	1-833-306-2843

TV
DIRECTV	 NOW.	 No	 Satellite	

Needed.	 $40/month.	 65	 	 Channels.	
Stream	 Breaking	 News,	 Live	 Events,	
Sports	 &	 On	 Demand	 Titles.	 No	
Annual	 Contract.	 No	 Commitment.	
CALL	1-855-690-3970

Directv	 Stream	 -	The	 Best	 of	 Live	
&	 On-Demand	 On	 All	 Your	 Favorite	
Screens.	 CHOICE	 Package,	 $84.99/
mo	 for	 12months.	 Stream	 on	 20	
devices	 at	 once	 in	 your	 home.	 HBO	
Max	 FREE	 for	 1	 yr	 (w/CHOICE	
Package	 or	 higher.)	 Call	 for	 more	
details	 today!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	IVS	1-877-649-5547

September 8 - Elijah Bristow 
was born in the mountain country 
of Virginia. He was a skilled 
woodsman and expert hunter 
who distinguished himself as a 
sharpshooter in the War of 1812. 
He crossed the plains to California 
in 1845 and the following year 
ventured north to Oregon looking 
for land to farm. He explored the 
upper Willamette Valley, and upon 
reaching a series of low, rolling 
hills he stopped. Struck by the 
beauty of the landscape and the 
rich soil he exclaimed, “What a 
pleasant hill. This is my claim.” 
Bristow donated land for the first 
school and the first church in Lane 
County and the settlement became 

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

known as Pleasant Hill. Bristow 
remained on his claim until his 
death in 1872.

Deerhorn Rd. MVA. Non Injury/
Non-Blocking.

22:05: 88000 blk, Gemstone 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Refusal.

Sept. 4: 1:00: McK. Hwy./Mp. 
43. Mutual Aid. Cancelled by 
Upper McK.

18:04: 90000 blk, Lure Lane 
Water Rescue. Self rescue to 
shore.

21:47: 46707 McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

Sept. 5: 4:27: 35000 blk, Camp 
Cr. Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Refusal.

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting on Monday, September 
19th, at noon, in the Leaburg 
Training Center, 42870 McK. 
Hwy. The district maintains 
Facebook, Twitter, and web 
pages. If you have a question or 
concern about any Fire District 
business, give Chief Bucich 
a call @ 541-896-3311. If he 
is unavailable, please leave a 
message and he will respond 
ASAP.

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Continued From Page 3
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John McLaughlin died in 1857. 
Marguerite followed three years 
later, and after that, for a time 
other family members lived in 
the house. But by 1867 they had 
all died or moved out, and the 
house was sold and began its 
transformation from White House 
to whorehouse.

By 1908, when Hawley Pulp 
and Paper bought the house, John 
McLoughlin was universally 
recognized in Oregon City as 
one of the most important figures 
in state history. But he was not 
as universally loved. Plenty of 
people in Oregon City wanted 
nothing to do with him, or with 
his old house.

Luckily for all of us, Eva Emery 
Dye was not one of them.

Eva Dye was a famous author 
and the main power behind the 
Gladstone Chautauqua. Her 
most successful book had been 
a biography of McLoughlin, 
and when she learned what was 
planned for his house, she turned 
her considerable organizational 
skills into a bid to save it.

At first, things looked like 
they’d be smooth sailing. The 
state Legislature passed a bill 
allocating funds to preserve the 
house. But then Governor George 
Chamberlain vetoed it, putting 
everything back to Square One.

So the Oregon City City Council 
stepped up, offering to donate the 
building and provide a spot to 
which to move it if private donors 
would cover the transportation 
and restoration costs. The spot 
they picked was in the city park at 
the top of Singer Hill.

Dye and her allies thought that 
sounded just fine, and promptly 
formed the McLoughlin Memorial 
Association — one of the first 
historic preservation organizations 
in state history, if not the first — to 
raise the necessary money.

This appears to have been the 
point at which Oregon City’s 

anti-McLoughlin forces realized 
it was really going to happen. It’s 
not entirely clear why they cared 
so deeply about the old house; 
most likely it was a coalition 
of residents who considered 
any former whorehouse to be 
irredeemably tainted with sin, 
along with others who hated 
Catholics enough to oppose 
memorializing McLoughlin.

Whatever their motives, they 
immediately got busy mounting 
a fierce resistance to anything 
short of demolition.  First, they 
got an injunction barring the 
building from being moved. The 
Association appealed to the local 
court, the judge threw it out, and 
work went on.

While the house was being 
moved, the opposition apparently 
bided its time. It probably looked 
to them like the problem was 
going to take care of itself when 
the house reached the bottom of 
Singer Hill. Singer Hill, as you 
may know, is not really a hill per 
se, but rather a narrow roadbed 
cut into the side of the great 
rocky bluff running through the 
middle of downtown Oregon City, 
towering hundreds of feet over 
the river. It’s the same bluff that 
Oregon City’s famous municipal 
elevator serves, a block and a half 
away to the south. Looking back 

Continued From Page 4

and forth from the tiny, narrow 
roadway to the great ramshackle 
house, most onlookers must have 
thought there was no way this 
would work.

But it did. Old photographs 
show the process. The building 
was winched up the hill, inch by 
inch, using cables powered by a 
capstan wheel turned by a single 
horse. The house was considerably 
wider than the road up the hill, 
and at one point it was sticking so 
far out over the edge of the cliff 
that it nearly toppled off to tumble 
down the hill. The workers had 
to run down to the river for sand 
and gravel to dump on the floors 
of the inboard side of the house, 
to keep the center of gravity over 
land instead of air.

When the house was finally 
at the top – at a cost of $600! 
– another injunction was served, 
seeking to prevent it from being 
set on the foundation they’d built 
for it in the park. This was quickly 
dismissed, and the house was 
placed there. Then a guard had to 
be put on it, as anonymous arson 
threats came in from frustrated 
anti-McLoughlinites.

But eventually, the drama 
subsided, and on Sept. 5, 1909, 
the house was officially dedicated 
in a memorial service for 
McLoughlin.

Today the John McLoughlin 
House is something of a municipal 
treasure for Oregon City, and 
regularly attracts visitors from all 
over the country. If you should go 
and see it, which you absolutely 
should, take a little detour over 
onto Singer’s Hill afterward and 
try to visualize that enormous 

ACROSS
1. The Sweet’s hit “Ballroom ____”
6. Farm cry
9. Schooner pole
13. Barrel racing meet
14. *”____ Quiet on the Western 
Front,” 1920s novel
15. Move sideways
16. Southeast Asia org.
17. Hula dancer’s garland
18. Like the Vitruvian Man
19. *New type of movie in the 1920s
21. *Jack Dempsey’s sport
23. Triple ____ liqueur
24. Prep flour
25. “Hamilton: An American 
Musical” singing style
28. Floppy data storage
30. Smack
35. Not much (2 words)
37. *Prolific playwright ____ Coward
39. Sacrum, pl.
40. “Nana” author …mile ____
41. Flash of light
43. Not kosher
44. Convex molding
46. *Football legend Graham, born 
in 1921
47. Furniture wood
48. Not wholesale
50. Aquatic snakes
52. Reggae precursor
53. Animal den
55. CafÈ alternative
57. *Assassinated Villa
60. *St. ____, 1928 Olympic site
63. East Asian peninsula
64. Nope
66. “Bite the bullet,” e.g.
68. Relating to Quechuan people
69. B&B, e.g.
70. Foul smell
71. Challenge
72. Langley, VA agency
73. Decorates, as in Christmas tree

THE 1920s
DOWN
1. Type of undergarment
2. *Like generation described by 
Gertrude Stein
3. Brain wave
4. Shades of blue
5. Very tired
6. “The Fighter” actor Christian 
____
7. Bass or Redhook
8. Defendant’s excuse
9. Longer then mini
10. Port in Yemen
11. Smelting waste
12. ____ Aviv
15. 6 equal parts of 6
20. Cake layer
22. Short for oftentimes
24. Mosquito, slangily
25. Schick’s product
26. Beyond’s partner
27. *Amelia Earhart, e.g.
29. *Like Charles Lindbergh’s 1927 
transatlantic flight
31. W on a bulb
32. TV classic “Green ____”
33. Floorboard sound
34. *”The Trial” and “The Castle” 
author Franz ____
36. Samoan money
38. Not on time
42. Much, in Italy
45. Tin Man’s prop
49. Follows soh
51. Confession, archaic
54. Not Doric nor Corinthian
56. Downy duck
57. Kind of cornbread
58. Rainbows and such
59. Like a drink in a snifter
60. Mimicking bird
61. ____caca, South American lake
62. Type of modern meeting
63. *American Girl character born 
in 1923
65. American cuckoo
67. Robinson to “The Graduate”

Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing

Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com

centurytrees@yahoo.com

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott	Woods	

Owner

CCB#183064

Unlikely journey

Troy	Wayrynen/NPS
The John McLoughlin House as it appears today.
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CROSSWORD
SOLUTIONSUDOKU SOLUTION

Support local news coverage & 
businesses that advertise in
McKenzie River Reflections

Thank advertisers for being part
of the River Community!

U.S. 20 to close
between Mp 54 and 57
Road repairs set for September 9th to 22nd

The work includes building a retaining wall, moving and rebuilding 1,000 
feet of the road, and repairing damage caused by landslides.

HWY. 20: A total closure of 
U.S. Route 20 - from Milepost 54 
to 57 -  is scheduled for September 
9th to 22nd. The $4.96 million 
Oregon Dept. of Transportation 
project is designed to make the 
area safer by building a retaining 
wall, realigning part of the road, 
and repairing  damage from a 
landslide. 

ODOT investigated a portion 
of U.S. 20 east of Sweet Home 
and along the South Santiam 
River to decide the best solution 
to mitigate the slide movement. 
The recommended repair for the 
Double Gate and Upper Sunken 
Grade slide areas is to regrade 
and/or realign the road and build 
a retaining wall. Inspectors are  
also conducting further tests at 
milepost 53.7, but there is no 
construction planned at this time 

due to lack of funding.
A retaining wall will be 

installed to slow the movement 
of the landslide. The wall will 
be located along the inside of a 
horizontal curve in the roadway 
and will need a minor roadway 
realignment slightly toward the 
uphill side. Officials say the wall 
will isolate the roadway from the 
landslide mass to prevent further 
movement of the roadway. As 
part of that work, crews will 
reconstruct 1,000 feet of roadway 
to establish the new alignment 
and grade.

Several horizontal drains were 
installed from Milepost 55.4 - 55.6 
during 2019 to help water flow. 
The current project will regrade 
and reconstruct the roadway in 
sections that have seen significant 
settling.

CCB# 233925

Committed    to   excellent  
customer  service,  quality 
workmanship, prompt service 
and competitive, affordable 
pricing.

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Contact us today for a
free estimate - 541-688-2787

woodystumpremoval@comcast.net
397 Naismith Blvd Eugene, Or 97404

11:37 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 91800 blk, Mill Creek Rd. 
Caller reported they have psychic 
abilities and could hear a baby 
asking for someone to call 911. 
Mental health issues believed to 
be involved.

Sept. 5: 3:03 a.m: Prowler 
- 59200 blk, N. Belknap Springs 
Rd.

6:10 p.m: Unattended Boat - 
36500 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

6:53 p.m: Abandoned Vehicle 
- 92000 blk, Maple Ln.

7:20 p.m: Lost property - 
Tamolitch Falls.

7:21 p.m: Assault - 92500 blk, 
Martin Ln.

8:10 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 38100 blk, B St.

8:21 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 92100 blk, Marcola Rd.

Comments as reported may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriffs Office.

Sheriff’s
Report

Continued From Page 3

Despite scare, youth-led 
crime down sharply

By Eric Tegethoff
Oregon News Service

Crime rates among young peo-
ple have dropped dramatically in 
recent decades - despite media 
coverage pointing toward a sup-
posed “crime wave” led by youth.

That’s the finding in a recent re-
port from The Sentencing Project, 
which shows the share of overall 
arrests of people younger than 18 
was cut in half between 2000 and 
2019.

Deena Corso is the juvenile 
services division director for 
Multnomah County.

“The trend very much for juve-
nile crime nationally - and then 
it’s mirrored here locally - has 
been sharp, sharp decreases in ju-
venile crime,” said Corso. “And 
any efforts to have the pendulum 
swing back the other way would 
be not only detrimental to young 
people but also [contradictory] to 
public safety.”

Corso said in Multnomah 
County, the number of criminal 
referrals for young people has de-
creased from about 2,200 in 2011 
to 500 in 2021.

In 2019, Multnomah County 
completed the Transforming Ju-
venile Probation Certificate Pro-
gram, which emphasizes expand-
ing diversion programs, decreas-
ing probation conditions, and in-
creasing incentives that promote 
positive behaviors.

Richard Mendel authored The 
Sentencing Project report.

He said people should be skep-
tical of pushes for more punitive 
measures, especially when the 
data doesn’t back up the need for 
it. He said locking kids up can 
have a detrimental effect that lasts 
long past youth.

“You take them away from 
school. You take them away from 
activities of rites of passage of 
adolescence,” said Mendel. “And 
you surround them instead with 
incarceration with other troubled 
kids. And it’s a negative dynamic 
that halts their natural progression 
to age out of these behaviors.”

In 2019, Oregon lawmakers up-
dated Measure 11, a voter-passed 
initiative from 1994 that led kids 
as young as 15 to be charged in 
adult courts. The updates roll back 
some of the tough-on-crime posi-
tions for young people.

Corso said we understand more 
about young people’s brains now 
than we did when the measure 
passed.

“I am a firm believer in keeping 
kids in the kids’ system,” said Cor-
so. “Meeting youth where they’re 
at developmentally, the incredible 
capacity that young people have 
for change and habilitation or re-
habilitation.”

The Sentence Project report 
suggests states follow Oregon and 
not process youths in adult court. 
It also urges emphasizing diver-
sion programs and hiring more 
counselors instead of police offic-
ers in schools.

Despite moving away from detention, arrest referrals for young people 
have decreased since 2011.
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