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Dion Finishes In Top Ten
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Eagle sophomore Myra Dion finished seventh 
in the Acorn Gully Chase held at Oakland High 
School last Wednesday,

Home Country
Everyone knows a painting must have a name or 

else it’s not a real work of art.

They’re back!
Salmon find Finn Rock Reach to their liking

Wine, friends ... and flowers
Harvest season celebration in Vida

Power supplying 300,000 homes questioned

Corps could end hydro production

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Portland District is assessing whether it 
should continue to produce hydroelectric 
power at its Willamette Valley project 
dams.

In total, nine of those 13 federally-owned 
dams are capable of producing upwards 
of 500 megawatts of power - enough to 
power about 300,000 homes, the Corps 
said. However, in August 2019 (an average 
water year) the energy output was in the 
184.4 MW range.

“Right now, a team of experts is diving 
deep into data and studies about the dams 
to provide initial information for a report to 

McKenzie River Trust
FINN ROCK: Chinook 

salmon making their way 
back up the McKenzie Riv-
er have found more places 
to lay their eggs thanks to 
years of work restoring 
floodplains throughout the 
watershed.

This year, the McKenzie 
River Trust, U.S. For-
est Service, EWEB, and 
the McKenzie Watershed 
Council finished their latest 
project at Finn Rock Reach, 
transforming the forest and 
helping it to become part of 
the river again.

“The goal is to give the 

river as much space as we 
can,” Project Manager John 
Trimble explained.

The McKenzie River 
once naturally flowed 
through multiple channels 
and wetlands across the 
entire valley. To make way 
for development, roads, 
and infrastructure, the river 
has been restricted in many 
areas to flow through a 
single channel. By forc-
ing the river into a single 
channel, it has more energy 
and carves deeper into the 
earth’s surface and the river 
can become like a firehose. 
The firehose effect causes 

further erosion, transports 
sediments downstream, and 
leaves wetlands and once-
flooded areas high and dry. 
This greatly reduces the 
amount of spawning gravel 
available and the habitat for 
young fish who need calmer 
water and places to hide.

In contrast, the restored 
floodplain at Finn Rock 
Reach is a messy, braided 
maze of logjams and water 
flowing at different speeds. 
It looks chaotic compared 
to an idealized esthetic of a 
flowing river, but by restor-
ing the natural functions of 

Tim Giraudier- Beautiful Orego

Samples from bottles of boutique wines 
from McKenzie Crest were well received.

Anticipation was in the air as the Honey Pad-
dle’s namesake began to flow.

VIDA:  People turned out on Saturday 
to sample this year’s harvest at a wine and 
honey-tasting event sponsored by the Vida 
McKenzie Community Center (VMCC). A 
local winemaker, McKenzie Crest Wines, 
and the Honey Paddle Farm offered people 
samplings of wine and honey, in addition 
to a bouquet bar where they could build 
their own mason jar flower arrangement. 

For many folks, the event offered first 
views of the newly constructed Communi-
ty Center building which offered views of 
the river from the patio as they snacked on 
picnic foods and sipped McKenzie Crest 
wines. 

The “Wine, Friends, and Flowers” was 
well attended and marked the first rental of 

Two fires100% contained
Crews have suppressed Pothole and Horse Creek

Fire managers reported this week that both the Horse Creek and Pothole Fires have been 
100% contained. Crews on those fires wil now ocus on repairing roads and natural resources 
in both areas. 

2023LookoutFire

the community structure since the rebuild. 
McKenzie Crest Wines offered a 20% 

discount for a VMCC donation, along with 
2 bottles of wine and Honey Paddle donat-
ed a large fancy floral pumpkin for a raffle 
fundraiser. Both activities generated $400 
for the community center and Gerry Aster, 
the VMCC fundraiser, happily reported 
that she received commitments for eight 
new legacy pavers. 

Owners of McKenzie Crest Wines and 
Honey Paddle Farm both said they were 
pleased to see the interest in the event, ap-
preciated the community support, and are 
inspired to host similar events in the fu-
ture. 

Congress,” the Corps said in a news release. 
“The report will inform future actions 
on whether the Portland District should 
proceed to a full “disposition” study. That 
study would assess, in detail, whether to 
remove hydropower at one or more dams 
and the effects that action would have on 
the system of dams.”

The Water Resources Development Act 
of 2022 calls for assessments of whether 
- and how - discontinuing hydro-power
production at one or more of the eight 
dams would affect the system. How the 
costs of discontinuing hydropower would 

Blue River rebuild dealt a blow
Planned community sewer system would pollute waterways
BLUE RIVER: Lane County reported 

this week that the site evaluation process 
for a community onsite wastewater system 
has been completed on the Blue River Park 
and the Old Mill property (Three Sisters) 
sites. It determined that the proposed 
35,000-gallon-per-day (GPD) community 
wastewater system would pollute both 
the Blue River and McKenzie River at 
levels that are unacceptable to the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ).

The report, however, didn’t completely 
eliminate the possibility of a community 
wastewater system in Blue River but calls 
for reevaluating the size of the system to 

determine what can be installed without 
polluting adjacent streams.

“In order to move forward and supply 
the residents of Blue River the option to 
connect to a community system as soon 
as possible,” according to a press release. 
“Lane County is proceeding with designing 
a 2,500-gallon-per-day onsite wastewater 
system for the Blue River Park, as well as 
one for the Old Mill property. Both will 
be permitted through Lane County. These 
smaller systems will be able to supply 
service to approximately eight homes each 
and will be expandable if it is determined a 
larger system can be installed.”

They’re back! - Page 10

Hydro production - Page 10

Blue River rebuild - Page 5



WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Releases
9/12	 79	 55	 0	 309 cfs
9/13	 84	 51	 0	 309 cfs
9/14	 93	 55	 0	 313 cfs
9/15	 95	 58	 0	 309 cfs
9/16	 88	 55	 0	 309 cfs
9/17	 85	 51	 0	 313 cfs
9/18	 77	 54	 0	 304 cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
9/12	 78	 50	 0	 1,910 cfs
9/13	 82	 49	 0	 1,880 cfs
9/14	 84	 49	 0	 1,880 cfs
9/15	 88	 49	 0	 1,880 cfs
9/16	 92	 49	 0	 1,860 cfs
9/17	 84	 48	 0	 1,860 cfs
9/18	 80	 50	 0	 1,860 cfs 
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McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity 
Volleyball team hosts Alsea on 
Tuesday, September 19, with 
first serve set for 6:00 pm. The 
Eagle team travels to Eddyville 
on Thursday, September 21, for 
a double-header. The first match 
start time is 4:30 pm and the 
second match will start at 6:00 
pm.

The McKenzie Varsity Cross 
Country teams travel to Lebanon 
on Friday, September 22, to 
participate in the Champs Invite, 
hosted by East Linn Christian, and 
held at the Cheadle Lake Park. 
The Girls Varsity 5,000 meter 
race starts at 4:30 pm and the 
Boys Varsity 5,000 meters race 
will begin at 5:15 pm. There is no 
McKenzie Varsity Football game 
this week.
Eagle Volleyball Drops A Match 
Each To Warriors And Lakers

The McKenzie Varsity 
Volleyball team dropped a pair 
of Mt. West League matches this 
past week. The Eagles slipped to a 
1-3 MWL record and 1-4 overall.

The Siletz Valley Warriors 
rode into town on Tuesday, 
September 12, and defeated their 
Eagle hosts, 3-0. It ‘twernt’ easy 
however, as both teams, young 
and inexperienced alike, kept the 
three sets interesting and close 
throughout the match. Siletz 
Valley won the first set 25-23, the 
second set 25-22, and capped the 
evening with a win in the deciding 
set, 25-15.

On Thursday McKenzie 
traveled to Triangle Lake to mix it 

up with the Lakers. Triangle Lake 
wasn’t in the mood evidently 
to make a long evening, easily 
downing McKenzie 25-13, 25-17, 
and 25-12.

Myra Dion Finishes
In Top Ten At Oakland

Eagle sophomore Myra Dion 
finished seventh in the Acorn 
Gully Chase held at Oakland 
High School last Wednesday, 
September 13. Dion, one of two 
sophomores in the Girls Varsity 
3,000 meters race, finished with 
a time of 15:16.1 minutes, right 
behind Marley Piscopo, the 
sophomore out of North Douglas, 
who finished in 15:04.1 min. The 
winning time came courtesy of 
Oakland junior Callie Sarnoski, 
who finished in 12:38.0 min.

McKenzie sophomore Will 
Meister finished his Boys Varsity 
3,000 meters race in a time of 
13:17.4 min. and that was a 
thirteenth place finish. Teammate, 
junior Devon Lawson ran the 
distance in 17:00.9 min., which 
placed him twenty-seventh. 
Reedsport junior Clayton Wilson 
took top honors in the race with a 
time of 10:10.8 min.
Eagle Six-Man Grid Iron Falls 

To Eddyville, 45-7
The McKenzie Varsity Six-Man 

Football team finally got a chance 
to see action this season, hosting 
Eddyville Charter last Friday 
night at Wade Thomas Field. The 
Eagles had to forfeit their first 
two scheduled contests due to 
insufficient player numbers, those 
forfeits going to Alsea on the 
September 1 and Crow/City First 
Christian Academy on September 
8.

Eddyville Charter rolled into 
Finn Rock and a beautiful Fall day 
on the McKenzie and found the 
beautiful field and surroundings 
much to their liking. Enough so 
that the visiting Eagles throttled 
the host Eagles 45-7.\

The home Eagles have this week 
as a bye-week, and will welcome 
a few more athletes to the squad, 
which should help with depth.

floodplains, the watershed will 
become healthier, able to self-reg-
ulate with less human interven-
tion, and will be more resilient to 
natural disasters and stressors of 
a changing climate.

“Adding large wood back into 
the system helps to slow water 
down, gives fish a place to hide, 
and also provides some complex-
ity so that sediment can drop out 
of the system. Wood structures 
made from logs interact with the 
river to create deep pools, little 
sandbars, and ultimately really 
nice spawning habitats for Spring 
Chinook salmon, and other fish 
species,” Trimble said.

Part of a long-term vision for 
restoring the Middle McKenzie 
River, Finn Rock Reach is one 
of many completed and planned 
projects. Working collaboratively 

across the basin, partners have al-
ready restored more than 400 acres 
between Finn Rock and the head-
waters of the McKenzie River.

Kate Meyer, a Fisheries Biolo-
gist for the U.S. Forest Service, 
has been working in the McKenzie 
watershed for 19 years and on the 
Finn Rock project since 2019.

“Adding over 400 acres of 
high-quality slow water habitat 
for juvenile fish is a significant 
uplift. We expect to see improved 
growth, survival, and abundance 
of salmon, trout, and lamprey in 
the McKenzie,” says Meyer.

They’re back!
Continued From Page 1

Beyond benefiting fish and 
wildlife, restoration work offers 
broad community benefits.

“These large-scale restoration 
projects help build resiliency for 
downstream infrastructure,” said 
EWEB’s Water Resources Super-
visor Susan Fricke. “These proj-
ects make it cleaner for everybody 
to be swimming, recreating, and 
fishing – doing all the things they 
love to do in the McKenzie – and 
it also decreases costs at the treat-
ment plant for Hayden Bridge for 
the water we all drink.”

be apportioned, and what impacts 
there would be on dam safety and 
compliance with the Endangered 
Species Act. Deauthorizing power 
production has already been 
recommended at two of the dams 
- Cougar on the McKenzie River 
and Detroit on the North Santiam 
River.

Managing floods was a primary 
driver for constructing the dams 
between 1941 and 1989.

The Corps estimates flood 
control has prevented some $2 
billion in damages, and in 2019 
had prevented flooding in the 
Willamette Valley after a 7-day 
storm event. The Corps uses the 
reservoirs’ storage capacity to 
keep streams below flood stage, 

Bengtson said.
Besides flood control and 

hydro-power, officials cite water 
supply, irrigation, water quality, 
recreation, navigation, and fish and 
wildlife management as benefits 
derived from the dams.

The U.S. District Court of Oregon 
issued an interim injunction on 
September 1st, 2021, requiring the 
Corps to take actions to improve 
fish passage and water quality at 
several Willamette Valley Project 
dams for endangered salmon and 
steelhead.

In his ruling, Judge Marco 
Hernandez ordered deep draw-
downs at Cougar Dam on the 
South Fork of the McKenzie 
River and at Fall Creek Dam on 
the Middle Fork Willamette to aid 
downstream migration of juvenile 
salmon and steelhead, along with 
a spring spill at Foster Dam on 
the South Santiam to aid juvenile 
downstream migration. Hernandez 
also directed the Corps to build 
temperature control outlets similar 
to the one at Cougar Reservoir at 
the Detroit and Big Cliff dams on 
the North Fork Santiam River.

Continued From Page 1

Hydro production

The Corps’ Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement includes 
language calling for a reduction 
of spawning and rearing habitat 
competition caused by hatchery 
fish and the creation of nature-
based structures that would help 
prevent bank erosion as well as 
increase ESA-listed fish passage 
survival at the Willamette system 
dams.

Currently, the Corps is working 
in coordination with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Bonneville 
Power Administration, and the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to 
implement the measures, some 
dating back to the fall of 2021.

Of the nine dams that produce 
power, eight are operated by 
the Corps. The Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission operates 
the other one.

Plans for later this year call for 
the Corps to host spublic “listening” 
sessions, for the public to provide 
perspectives and opinions on the 
future of hydropower across the 
Corps’ Willamette Valley system 
of dams. The dates of the sessions 

mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Sept. 7: 12:31: p.m: Theft - 
39200 blk, McK. Hwy. A caller 
reported that their purse was stolen 
out of their vehicle while at an area 
business. 

6:43 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 92200 blk, Murdoch St. A caller 
advised being in a verbal dispute 
while trying to retrieve property 
from a former residence.

7:21: p.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 57900 blk, Drury Ln. 
A caller returned home to find an 
adult bicycle at her shed. 

Sept. 8: 11 a.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 55400 blk, Delta 
Rd. An area resident advised that 
a blue sedan with white writing 
on the side came up the driveway 
and the occupants said they were 
a subcontractor. There were no 
license plates on the vehicle. 

Sept. 8: 11:14 a.m: Suspicious 

Conditions - 39400 blk, Mohawk 
Loop Rd. – a caller reported being 
drugged by a former roommate. 

Sept. 10: 1:25 a.m: Welfare 
Check - 8500 blk, Thurston Rd.

12:01 p.m: Assist, Follow Up 
- 38500 blk, E. Cedar Flat Rd.

Sept. 11: 7:01 a.m: Assist, 
Follow Up - 39500 blk, Wendling 
Rd.

4:12 p.m: Reckless Driving - 
Marcola Milepost 2.

7:00 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 
- McK. Hwy. & Flowerdale Dr. A 
deputy checked on two vehicles 
parked near the location.

Sept. 12: 1:42 p.m: Harassment 
- McK. Bridge area.

4:34 p.m: Towed Vehicle - 
48100 blk, McK. Hwy.

5:37 p.m: Extortion - 41400 blk, 
McK. Hwy. A caller reported that 
an unknown person is attempting 
to blackmail them.

8:58 p.m: Location of Stolen 
Property - 88600 blk, McK. Acres 
Dr.

9:48 p.m: Weapon, Shots Fired 
- 87300 blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

We have over 30 years experience specializing in  McKenzie  Real  Estate.  
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance 
with all your real estate needs.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer at

Windermere Real Estate since 2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

* based on Winderemere’s annual Top Producers List

Explore a treasure trove of McKenzie River history -
in the back issues of this newspaper. Go to: tinyurl.com/2rkpksen
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Sept. 13: 15:54: Crash, Hit 
& Run – Hwy. 126E, Milepost 
17. Reporting party, who is the 
driver of a brown Subaru, stated 
while stopping for a school bus 
with its flashers on, a white Ford 
Bronco rear-ended their Subaru. 
The driver of the Subaru pulled off 
the roadway into a driveway. The 
Bronco left the scene, heading west 
towards Springfield. The driver of 
the Subaru advised she was leaving 
the area and wanting to meet with 
a trooper. The Subaru sustained 
damage to the rear door hatch and 
bumper. The driver and passenger 
gave a detailed description of 
the white Bronco. Driver of the 
Subaru advised of neck pain and 
requested EMS. EMRS cleared 
the driver. Trooper checked the 
area of crash and found debris 
on the roadway. Pictures were 
taken of the original crash scene. 
Both driver and passenger were 
wearing their seatbelts. No airbags 

State Police
Report

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Sept. 13: 10:41 a.m: Traffic 
Hazard - County Line, Marcola 
Rd.

11:21 a.m: Suspicious Vehicle 
- 40900 blk, Deerhorn Rd. A 
passerby reported seeing a 12-
foot U-Haul truck with someone 
living in it. Caller thought it might 
be stolen.

11:31 a.m: Harassment - McK. 
Bridge area.

4:07 p.m: Extortion - 41400 
blk, McK. Hwy.

5:25 p.m: Traffic Hazard - 
Camp Creek Rd. & Swearingen 
Rd.

6:14 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
39400 blk, May Way.

7:00 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
McK. Hwy. & Flowerdale Dr.

Sept. 14: 12:15 a.m: alarm - 
90800 blk, La Lone Rd.

9:03 a.m: dead animal - 
Marcola Rd. & Nadeau Rd.

9:43 a.m: Dead Animal - 33600 
blk, McK. View Dr.

3:02 p.m: Assist, information - 
89300 blk, Old Mohawk Rd.

4:58 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 38500 blk, E. Cedar Flat Rd. An 
area resident reported being in a 
verbal dispute with a neighbor 
over the sale of a tractor.

Sept. 15: 11:26 a.m: 
Disturbance, Dispute - 38400 blk, 
Cartwright Creek Rd.

12:36 p.m: Location of Stolen 
Property - 88600 blk, McK. Acres 

Sept. 11: 11:08: 47000 block, 
McK. Hwy. Motor Vehicle 
Accident. Non-Injury/Non-
Blocking.

12:21: 42000 blk, Deerhorn 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal Obtained.

Sept. 12: 14:05: Camp Creek 
Rd./Milepost 2. Smoke Scare. 

Continued On Page 9

www.mckenzierivergiftshop.com

Continued On Page 9

Sept. 13: 15:55: Medical – 
49000 block, McK. Hwy. Female 
patient.

Sept. 15: 17:44: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Unknown Injury - McK. 
Hwy. /Milepost 34. Vehicle rolled 
over.

Sept. 16: 17:28: Check Smoke 
– 54000 blk, McK. Hwy. Caller is 
seeing heavy plume smoke on the 
hill, is size of 2 trees.

Sept. 17: 09:57: Medical – 
54000 blk, McK. Hwy.

10:11: Motor Vehicle Accident, 
Unknown Injury – 48000 blk, 
McK. Hwy.

Unable To Locate.
Sept. 13: 0:35: 900 blk, 63rd 

St. Medical, General. Disregarded 
En Route.

13:57: 40000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
False Alarm. False Smoke Alarm 
Trigger, Disregard.

15:58: 49000 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Medical, Trauma. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

16:47: 88000 blk, Keola 
Ln. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

18:39: 37000 blk, Upper Camp 
Creek Rd. Public Assist. Lift 
Assist.

Sept. 14: 13:10: 42000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Public Assist. Ring 
Cut Off Finger.

17:59: 35000 blk, Camp 
Creek Rd. Assist Police. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal Obtained.

20:56: 42000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, Heart. Patient Assessed, 
Refusal Obtained.

21:26: 87000 blk, Cedar Flat 
Rd. Public Assist. Wet Down Area 
Around EWEB pole at EWEB 
Request.

Sept. 15: 11:13: 38000 blk, 
Camp Creek Rd. Medical, 
General. 11:13 Patient Assessed, 1 
Transported.

17:45: McK. Hwy./Mp. 34. 
MVA. Non-Injury, Blocking. Assist 
LCSO with Traffic Control.

Continued On Page 10
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Emergency?        Call 911

By Slim Randles

Portland woman ran American spy ring in Manila

We all read about Pastor 
Jeff’s latest tribulation in the 
local paper, the Valley Weekly 
Miracle.  Maybe tribulation is 
too strong a word, because, after 
all, when someone leaves your 
church a huge legacy, isn’t it time 
for rejoicing? Shouldn’t we all 
be walking around the walls of 
Jericho tootling on ram’s horns and 
beating the drums in jubilation?

It seems one of Pastor Jeff’s 
former church members - a kinda 
strange former church member - 
went off to the city some years ago 
and became a fairly well-known 
painter of pictures. When this 
eccentric artist went to that great 
studio in the sky recently, leaving 
no family, his will left everything 
to Pastor Jeff’s congregation. 
There was a little money, which 
was welcomed, naturally, but the 
main item was paintings. More 
than a thousand of them. They 
are now the property of Pastor 
Jeff’s church. They have filled 
the basement with them and 
they’re threatening to crowd the 
pie-cooling counter in the ladies’ 
kitchen area, which just can’t 
happen.

They must be sold, of course, 
but there is one catch: none of 
them are named, and everyone 
knows a painting must have a 
name or else it’s not a real work of 
art. These paintings are from the 
school of abstract expressionism, 
which means there’s a lot of bright 
paint on them, and if you can look 
at one and figure out what it’s 
supposed to be, the artist failed.

A painting-naming committee 
was formed, naturally, and the 
last we heard, had about a dozen 
paintings named, based loosely on 
what some wild curve or blob on 
the canvas brought to someone’s 
mind.

Of course, down at the Mule 
Barn truck stop’s philosophy 
counter and world dilemma think 
tank, we came up with a solution 
in about three cups’ time.

The trick, we decided, is to 
blend nonsensical words together, 
because anyone who would buy 
one of these paintings has an 
obvious contempt for reality in 
the first place. So we came up 
with a formula. Make a list and 
name a painting an amalgamation/
dynamism/cata=clysm/rudiment/ 
despot ism/heraldry/approx-
imation,   of   sin/pulchritude/em-
bellishment/ innocence/hitchik-
ing/world order/fishing season/
spaghetti feeds/lassitude/ennui/
cyclamates.

You simply pick one from 
one column, one from the other 
column, slap ‘em together and 
there you go. With seven in the 
first column and 11 in the second 
column, the naming committee 
can instantly name at least 77 
paintings. And this was just during 
three cups of Mavis’s best. A hard-
working church committee could 
name a thousand paintings during 
one of Pastor Jeff’s sermons and 
be back in business in time for the 
benediction.

I’m putting my dibs down on 
Despotism of Pulchritude. Hope I 
don’t get outbid.

By Finn J.D. John
Continued From Last Week
The accolades kept coming. 

She appeared on an episode of 
NBC’s This Is Your Life, with 
the legendary Ralph Edwards. 
Afterward, she was presented with 
a home in Beaverton and a new 
Packard automobile. She threw 
herself into the lecture circuit, 
giving speaking engagements 
and appearances around the 
country talking about her time as 
an American spy behind enemy 
lines.

She even had a Hollywood 
movie made about her, starring 
Anne Dvorak, in 1951. It was 
called I Was an American Spy.

But behind all the activity, all 
was not well with her. Always a 
restless spirit, she’d been deeply 
traumatized by the cruelty she’d 
witnessed and the torture she’d 
experienced. Post-traumatic stress 
disorder was not yet a known 
thing, but oh yes, she certainly 
had it. Nightmares woke her up 
screaming in the early morning 
hours; she beat them down with 
a bottle, drinking enough alcohol 
to ensure deep enough sleep to not 
be disturbed by her inner demons. 
Soon she was a certifiable 
alcoholic as well as a workaholic, 
and predictably, her health began 
to deteriorate.

Then, nearly as quickly as she’d 
risen to fame, the world seemed 
to make a special effort to forget 
her.

Her mistake, the one that 
precipitated her fall from public 
grace, was an understandable one: 
She put in a claim for compensation 
from the government, for the 
expenses she’d put up during the 
war, and got a little carried away 
with her figures.

After all, how does one put a 
dollar value on a trauma like the 
one she experienced? 

Most likely the way she set about 
it was to tally up all the revenue 
she received from Club Tsubaki, 
which she spent as quickly as she 
got it on relief supplies for the 
guerillas and prisoners, and add 
a healthy percentage for interest 
and incidentals. 

In any case, the figure she came 
up with was $146,850 — which, in 
modern currency, would be worth 
about $1.6 million. This was such 
an enormous figure that it caused 
many people who would probably 
have been favorable to her case 
to turn away, dismissing her as a 
gold-digger.

Naturally, her documentation 
was scant. The federal employees 
and FBI agents processing her 
claim suspected she was trying 
to take advantage of government 
largesse, and they were not shy 
about expressing that view.

“She’s a prostitute,” one FBI 
agent wrote, in a note he left in 
her file. “Got a lot of publicity and 
is a phony.”

She also had a falling-out with 
some of her wartime colleagues 
in the Philippine resistance, 

and at least one of them started 
spreading rumors that she had 
been a Japanese collaborator. As 
Madame Tsubaki, her job had 
been to vamp Japanese officers; 
so naturally many Filipinos at 
the time hated her for consorting 
with the hated occupiers and 
accused her of being a Japanese 
collaborator. Not all of these 
rumors were extinguished by her 
arrest; plenty of real collaborators 
got arrested and jailed by the 
Japanese during their occupation. 

In the end, the government took 
the position that she was entitled 
to nothing, and the judge awarded 
her $1,349.21, which probably 
didn’t go far beyond covering her 
attorney’s fees.

That was in 1957. Three years 
later, weakened and getting sickly, 
the 52-year-old war hero caught 

meningitis and died.
Fame and adulation are fickle 

things to begin with, and they 
seem to be especially fickle for 
women. In any case, following 
that initial postwar burst of 
enthusiasm for her wartime 
service, Claire Phillips fell 
quickly into obscurity. Following 
her death, she seemed utterly 
forgotten about. Documentarian 
and author Sig Unander deserves 
a lot of the credit for bringing her 
story back to life. Unander has 
been working on a full biography 
of High Pockets for several 
years now, and when he finishes 
it it will probably become the 
definitive work on this fascinating 
Vaudevillean war hero. 

Most recently, in 2017, the 
Oregon State Capitol Foundation 
unveiled the Claire Phillips 
Memorial, on the northwest 
corner of the state capitol 
grounds in Salem, at a ribbon-
cutting ceremony with Gov. Kate 
Brown.

“Clair Phillips,” the governor 
remarked, “follows in this Oregon 
tradition of women who truly fly 
on their own wings.”

And how.
(Sources: “Claire Phillips: 

Forgotten Hero,” an article by 
Sig Unander published in the 
January 2016 issue of 1859: 
Oregon’s Magazine; “Claire 
Maybelle Phillips,” an article 
by Sig Unander published 
May 11, 2022, in The Oregon 
Encyclopedia; “Manila Mata 
Hari,” an article by Brian 
Libby published in the February 
2011 issue of Portland Monthly 
magazine; Manila Espionage, 
a book by Claire Phillips and 
Myron Goldsmith published in 
1947 by Binford & Mort.)

Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon 
State University and writes about 
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His 
book, Heroes and Rascals of Old 
Oregon was recently published 
by Ouragan House Publishers. 
To contact him or suggest a topic: 
finn@offbeatoregon.com or 541-
357-2222.

YOU QUALIFY  for Free Internet if you 
receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension, 

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET

CALL TODAY (844) 950-0003CALL TODAY (844) 950-0003

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB #50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com

Binford & Mort
A photo of Claire Phillips standing in front of her nightclub, Club Tsubaki, 
during its early-1940s heyday in Japanese-occupied Manila.

Binford & Mort
John “Phil” Phillips, Claire Phillips’ 
husband, as he appeared just 
before the Second World War.

Oregon Historical Society
Claire Phillips in 1956, in her late 
40s.

By the way, in case you’re wondering, no one is 100 percent sure what happened with the flotilla of submarines that Claire sent away to its doom 
after the all-night party with its officers. In her book, though, Claire writes that she heard back from one of them later, and he told her he was the 
only survivor.

Emergency?   Call 911

mailto:finn@offbeatoregon.com
http://www.mckenzievalleypump.com
https://pdxbookfest.org
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Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny

IMPORTANCE OF 
HEALTHY BREAKFASTS

Breakfast is an essential meal, 
although it’s often one many 
people skip. Starting the day with 
nourishing food helps mental 
capacity, energy, memory, weight 
control, and establishes healthy 
eating habits.

Portable Breakfasts
These days our lives often 

take on a hurried aspect. Seldom 
do families sit down together 
for breakfast. Often everyone’s 
schedule is different, leaving for 
work and school at various times. 
If someone wakes up late, they 
often dash out the door without a 
thought for food.

So, with breakfasts at various 
times, portable ones can be of 
help. These include:

* Cereal or protein bars
* Shakes made from milk or 

juice, protein powder, and banana 
or other fruit blended together.

* Dry cereal mixed with 
dried fruit, nuts, pretzels, and 
sometimes M&M’s. I find this 
a great snacking food if I need 
something at break with my cup 
of tea. Or I can munch it on the 
way to work.

Considering Fiber
In addition to helping you feel 

full, and thus generally causing 
you to consume less, fiber foods are 
considered good for maintaining 
good health. Learn to eat and cook 
with higher fiber foods, such as 
bran cereals, lentils, oatmeal, raw 
apple with skin, peas, black and 
Pinto beans, corn on the cob, oat 
bran, chickpeas, baked beans, etc.

HIGH FIBER MUFFINS from 
the family cookbook - Pour 1/2 
cup boiling water over 2 cups bran 
cereal and 4 crushed Shredded 

Wheat type biscuits. Cream 1 cup 
shortening and 3 cups sugar. Add 
4 eggs and stir the mixture well.

Sift together 5 cups flour, 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder, 
5 teaspoons baking soda, 2 
teaspoons salt. Combine the cereal 
mixture with the egg/shortening/
sugar mixture.

Then add the dry ingredients 
alternately with 1-quart buttermilk; 
mix well.

Cover and store in the 
refrigerator. Use as needed for a 
batch of muffins. This batter will 
store in the refrigerator up to one 
month. You may add raisins, nuts, 
and other dried fruit when you’re 
ready to bake a batch of muffins.

Bake in greased or paper lined 
muffin tins at 400 degrees F. for 
20 to 25 minutes. This recipe will 
make about 5 dozen muffins. 

(c) Mary Emma Allen

(Mary Emma Allen writes from 
her NH home. e-mail: me.allen@
juno.com)

By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

Got the downtown rundown?

Tired of the confusion, the crowds, traffic, and other drivers? Feel 
worn out before you’ve even started? There’s an easy way to avoid 
the stress produced by cockeyed street signs, no parking zones, and 
uninformed sales people.
Whenever you can, shop at home first. The more you can, the more 

you’ll find our friendly hometown merchants probably had what 
you wanted anyway. Give yourself a break - and the time to enjoy 
life’s simple pleasures ....

Shop at Home, it makes $ense

McKenzie
River Reflections

MRR mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com

Know when it’s time to pick your fruit

Anticipation of ripe pears and 
apples peaks in fall as fruits hang 
heavily from branches and be-
gin their gravity-aided trip to the 
ground.

But how do you know when it’s 
prime picking time?

According to Steve Castagnoli, 
a horticulturist with Oregon State 
University’s Extension Service, 
the signs are different for apples 
and pears.

“It’s much easier to recog-
nize ripeness in apples,” he said. 
“Pears typically won’t ripen to 
eating quality on the tree so you 
can’t go out and taste one.”

Still, there are signs. A mature 
pear will snap briskly and cleanly 
when tilted 90 degrees, accord-
ing to Castagnoli. With the most 
commonly grown varieties such 
as Comice, Bosc, and D’Anjou, 
the fruit will typically change 
from green to a slightly paler 
color. The flesh will get lighter 
and have some juice on the sur-
face when cut.

You can also go by maturity 
dates, which are included in OSU 
Extension’s publication Picking 
and Storing Apples and Pears. 
However, dates can vary.

“It depends on when the sea-

son starts,” Castagnoli said. “We 
go by bloom time. In general, the 
earlier the bloom, the earlier the 
harvest dates.”

Except for being a little smaller 
than perfectly ready-to-pick pears, 
there’s no harm in taking them off 
the tree a few days too early, he 
said. The essential part of ripening 
pears is keeping them in cold stor-
age for about a month, depending 
on the variety.

“Ideally, pears should be stored 
at below 40 degrees,” Castagnoli 
said. “A refrigerator is good, but 
a freezer is too cold. An unheated 
garage usually will be too warm.”

Determining ripeness in apples, 
which don’t need cold storage, 
is much easier than for pears, he 
said. Color is a useful indication. 
Apples may be yellow, red, green, 
or combinations of these colors at 
harvest.

When the green has almost 
completely given way to yellow, a 
yellow variety is mature. With red 
blush or striped apples, the area 
where there is no red color usually 
changes from green to yellowish.

Ripe apples are easily separated 
from the tree, but don’t pull the 
apple down to pick it. Rather, twist 
it upward with a rotating motion. 
Another sign is when a few sound 
apples drop to the ground, which 
means the apples on the tree are 
nearly mature.

“The best way to test an apple 
for ripeness,” Castagnoli said, “is 
to cut it open and taste it.”

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good
No clogging*, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

* Guaranteed no to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

Call now for your free estimate! 
Financing available 
888.673.2896

75% off of Labor* 
*Offer does not include cost of material. Discount applied by representative 
at time of contract execution. Offer ends 12/31/2023.

20% Thicker
Aluminum

One-Piece
System

Liquid
Adhesion

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Oregon in Oregon under license number 223377

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Half the cost savings based on cost 
of Consumer Cellular’s single-line, 5GB data plan with unlimited talk and text compared to lowest cost, single-
line post-paid unlimited plan offered by T-Mobile and Verizon, May 2023.

888-459-3958

EXACT SAME COVERAGE 
UP TO HALF THE COST.

Quote of the Week
“In theory there is no difference 

between theory and practice. In 
practice there is.”

Yogi Bera

At the same time, Lane County 
will continue to coordinate with 
the DEQ to determine if a larger 
system can be permitted. To help 
with this, water monitors will be 
installed in existing wells on each 
property to evaluate the aquifer 
levels over a 12-month period. This 
information, along with running 
various GPD scenarios in the 
hydrogeological model developed 
by engineers and reviewed by 
DEQ, will be able to determine if 
a community wastewater system 
greater than 2,500 gallons per day 
can be installed without affecting 
the surrounding rivers.

The proposal for a study of a 
public wastewater system noted 

Continued From Page 1

which prohibits new or increased 
wastewater discharges to preserve 
the existing high-quality water 
for municipal water supplies, 
recreation, and aquatic life 
downstream.

Benefits to creating a 
community wastewater system 
in Blue River were expected 
to include “better protection of 
the McKenzie River watershed 
and water quality, safer, off-site 
wastewater disposal for residents, 
fewer barriers to rebuilding post-
wildfire (smaller properties are 
struggling to site new septic tanks 
or drain fields required due to fire 
damage, and increased capacity to 
support economic development 

Blue River rebuild
that “residential and commercial 
wastewater in the community 
of Blue River is disposed of 
by private onsite septic tanks 
and subsurface disposal fields. 
In general, these onsite septic 
systems are located on sandy loam 
topsoil with moderate to high 
infiltration rates and gravel layers 
which may have a connection to 
the river or groundwater sources. 
These private, onsite systems 
– especially those damaged in the 
Holiday Farm Fire – pose a risk 
of contamination to the McKenzie 
River and its tributaries.”

It also noted that the McKenzie 
River and its watershed is subject 
to the state’s “Three Basin Rule” 

mailto:me.allen@juno.com
mailto:me.allen@juno.com
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Community Notes
September 21

McKenzie Chamber
The McKenzie River Chamber 

of Commerce meets every third 
Thursday of the month via Zoom 
from 10 to 11 a.m. To sign up for a 
link to the meeting, contact: info@
mckenziechamber.com

September 22
Leaburg Food Pantry

Free groceries provided in 
accordance with Oregon Food 
Bank and Food For Lane County 
guidelines for food distribution to 
those in need. 3 - 6 p.m. Behind 
the McKenzie Bible Fellowship 
Church, 45061 McKenzie Hwy.

September 23
Dime At A Time

The Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting sessions are 
held every Saturday from 9 - 
11 a.m. at the Leaburg Store. 
Donations can be dropped off 
there as well.

September 26
 Board of Commissioners 
Lane County Board of 

Commissioners. Harris Hall, 125 
E 8th Ave, Eugene,The Board of 
Commissioner meetings begin 
at 9 a.m. in Harris Hall, unless 
otherwise noted on the published 
agenda. Regular Board Meetings 
are scheduled for Tuesday. 
Wednesday Board meetings are 
on an as needed basis.

September 26
Family Story Time

From 10 to 11 a.m. at the Camp 
Creek Church Fellowship Hall, 
37529 Upper Camp Creek Rd. 
Some special fun for children 5 
and under (with their adults) to 
enjoy stories, singing, laughter, 
and friendship.

September 19
Write Your Life

The Leaburg Library is delighted 
to announce that Duane Noriyuki 

is back with a second “Write Your 
Life” workshop! This six-week 
memoir workshop will begin at 
6 pm on Tuesday, August 22nd, 
and will run through Tuesday, 
September 26th. The program is 
free and will meet in the library’s 
Annex Room.

To sign up, please contact the 
Library Director, Marty Mealey, 
at 541-896-3817, or stop in at 
the library. We’re right next to 
the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
building in Leaburg.

September 27
 Board of Commissioners 
Lane County Board of 

Commissioners. Harris Hall, 125 
E 8th Ave, Eugene,The Board of 
Commissioner meetings begin 
at 9 a.m. in Harris Hall, unless 
otherwise noted on the published 
agenda. Regular Board Meetings 
are scheduled for Tuesday. 
Wednesday Board meetings are 
on an as needed basis.

September 27
Lane Electric Coop

Members of Lane Electric 
Cooperative can join monthly 
board meetings, which begin 
at 9 a.m. at 787 Bailey Hill Rd, 
Eugene.

Each meeting begins with 
a member comment period. 
Individual members have three 
minutes to address the board at 
that time. Topics presented will be 
discussed amongst the board and 
followed up on accordingly.

If you wish to address the Lane 
Electric board please complete 
a meeting request form at least 
five days prior to the meeting 
you would like to attend. https://
laneelectric.com/attend-a-board-
meeting

September 27
Watershed Wednesday 

Green Island, 31799-31601 
Green Island Rd, Eugene, from 9 

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, either in church on 
Hwy. 126 just east of Walterville, or on our Facebook livestream.  You 
may also make prayer requests, or request an emailed or earth-mailed 
bulletin -- phone or send email to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@
gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

- 11:30 a.m. Join McKenzie River 
Trust every Wednesday morning 
to help care for this special 
area where the McKenzie and 
Willamette Rivers meet. Projects 
vary based on the season but 
typically include invasive species 
removal, habitat care, or planting/
tree establishment.

September 28
Story Time

Story Time is back, from 11 
a.m. to noon at the Leaburg 
Library’s Children’s Room, 
42888 McKenzie Hwy, Children 
of all ages and their parents are 
invited for stories, crafts, and 
who knows what other fun things 
might happen. The library has a 
wonderful selection of picture 
books, books for early readers, 
intermediates and young adults, 
DVD’s and audio-books, as well 
as fun puzzles and games.

September 30
Dime At  A Time

The Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting sessions are 
held every Saturday from 9 - 
11 a.m. at the Leaburg Store. 
Donations can be dropped off 
there as well.

October 3
 Board of Commissioners 
Lane County Board of 

Commissioners. Harris Hall, 125 
E 8th Ave, Eugene,The Board of 
Commissioner meetings begin 
at 9 a.m. in Harris Hall, unless 
otherwise noted on the published 
agenda. Regular Board Meetings 
are scheduled for Tuesday. 
Wednesday Board meetings are 
on an as needed basis.

October 3
Family Story Time

From 10 to 11 a.m. at the Camp 
Creek Church Fellowship Hall, 
37529 Upper Camp Creek Rd. 
Some special fun for children 5 
and under (with their adults) to 
enjoy stories, singing, laughter, 
and friendship.

October 3
Write Your Life

The Leaburg Library is delighted 

to announce that Duane Noriyuki 
is back with a second “Write Your 
Life” workshop! This six-week 
memoir workshop will begin at 
6 pm on Tuesday, August 22nd, 
and will run through Tuesday, 
September 26th. The program is 
free and will meet in the library’s 
Annex Room.

To sign up, please contact the 
Library Director, Marty Mealey, 
at 541-896-3817, or stop in at 
the library. We’re right next to 
the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
building in Leaburg.

October 4
EWEB board meeting

Customers and the general 
public are welcome and 
encouraged to attend in person or 
watch a live stream of the meeting 
in real-time at https://tinyurl.com/
EWEB-Board-Meeting-08-01-23.

Commissioners hold regularly 
scheduled public meetings on 
the first Tuesday of each month 
, EWEB’s Roosevelt Operations 
Center, 4200 Roosevelt Blvd, 
Eugene, typically starting at 
5:30 p.m. Customers and the 
general public are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.

An interpreter can be provided 
with 48 hours’ notice prior to 
the meeting. To arrange for this 
service, call 541-685-7000.

October 3
 Board of Commissioners 
Lane County Board of 

Commissioners. Harris Hall, 125 
E 8th Ave, Eugene,The Board of 

(541) 484-1151   •   www.laneelectric.com

Thank you to our hardworking team! Lane Electric is proactively protecting our com-
munity through vegetation management!

The Springfield Public Schools 
Board of Education is actively 
seeking public input regarding 
a proposal to provide a monthly 
stipend to school board members, 
up to $500 per month. This move 
comes after the recent passage of 
House Bill 2753, which removed 
the prohibition on compensation 
for school board members.

The Board evaluated the pro-
posal during its August 28 Work 
Session and September 11 Busi-
ness Meeting. Discussions cen-
tered around understanding the 
potential impacts and benefits of 
providing compensation to board 
members.

“This could open the door to 
possibilities for folks who are par-
ents and work long hours, single 
parents or other underrepresented 
folks who see a barrier to access 
because of time and financial con-
straints,” said Kelly Mason, Board 
Vice Chair, during the August 28 
Work Session.  “This could change 
the faces that you see in the future 
and the future of school boards in 
Springfield.” 

“Board service can be a financial 
and time burden,” said Jonathan 

SPS Board seeks public input on proposal
to provide stipend to school board members

Light, Board Chair. “Many times 
you see people in more financially 
secure positions who are able to 
serve on the Board. But is that ac-
tually casting a broad enough net 
to find diverse board members to 
guide the District? Perhaps a mod-
est compensation would help.”

The funds for the stipends, 
which could total $30,000, would 
come from the Board’s budget. 
An annual resolution would be 
utilized to make any necessary ad-
justments, including an alignment 
with the Consumer Price Index.

In order to ensure the communi-
ty’s voice is heard, the SPS Board 
invites people to provide their in-
put on this proposal.

* Email at public.comment@
springfield.k12.or.us

* Online submission via Let’s 
Talk (can submit anonymously). 

* Virtual or in-person comment 
at October 9 Business Meeting. 
Sign up information for com-
menting at Business Meetings is 
available online. *The number of 
speakers is limited at public meet-
ings. 

The Board could take action at 
its October 9 Business Meeting.

Commissioner meetings begin 
at 9 a.m. in Harris Hall, unless 
otherwise noted on the published 
agenda. Regular Board Meetings 
are scheduled for Tuesday. 
Wednesday Board meetings are 
on an as needed basis.

October 21
Learn CPR & defibrillator use

A CPR and Defibrillator Use 
class will be held on October 21 
at McKenzie Fire & Rescue in 
Leaburg.  The class starts at 9:00a.
m., will likely require 4-5 hours, 
and will cost $30 (includes Heart 
Association certificate.)  There 
are 9 spaces left.  Interested?  Call 
Clayton at McKenzie Fire & Res-
cue:  541-896-3311.

October 4
Blue River Water Board 

The board will meet at 6 p.m. A 
link to the meeting is available at: 
blueriverpark.com

October 4
Blue River Park Board 

The board will meet at 6 p.m. 
A link to the online meeting is at: 
blueriverwaterdistrict.com.

Click here and stay in 
touch with events online 
McKenzie Community 
Events Calendar.

mailto:info@mckenziechamber.com
mailto:info@mckenziechamber.com
https://laneelectric.com/attend-a-board-meeting
https://laneelectric.com/attend-a-board-meeting
https://laneelectric.com/attend-a-board-meeting
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/EWEB-Board-Meeting-08-01-23
https://tinyurl.com/EWEB-Board-Meeting-08-01-23
http://www.laneelectric.com
mailto:public.comment@springfield.k12.or.us
mailto:public.comment@springfield.k12.or.us
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
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Emergency?
Call 911

I dated a woman I work with for 
four years. In both our minds we 
were soul mates. A year and a half 
ago she broke it off. I never found 
out the real reasons.

After we broke up she would 
still tell me she loved me and 
we were soul mates. Of course 
at the same time she was dating 
another man, a married man. But 
it’s worse than that. In college this 
guy stalked her--her words, not 
mine. Now, of course, she’ll claim 
he was “just observing me.” 

She is still dating him. He is 
still married. He lives a few hours 
drive away so it’s easy for him 
to hide the fact he hasn’t filed 
divorce papers yet. In fact, I know 
he and his wife just refinanced 
their house, yet my girlfriend is 
convinced he’ll marry her one 
day. 

But wait, there’s more. To this 
day she asks me to lunch every 
day, calls me “babe,” touches me 

affectionately, and talks about 
vacations together. When I’m on 
travel, she calls once or twice a 
day. At her request, we’re seeing 
a therapist to resolve our trust 
issues, but not to reconcile.

It’s difficult to say my hands 
are clean here, but I am truly 
concerned. Everything I’ve read 
suggests there is nothing but pain 
and heartache down the road 
for her, and I’ve worked hard to 
change my shortcomings through 
therapy, reading, and action. 

If things were right, I would like 
to begin anew with her. I’ve tried 
the approach of moving on and 
seeing other women. She knows 
enough to be jealous of these 
women, but it has no effect. How 
do I approach it without blowing 
my chances?

Dieter
Dieter, a few years ago when 

we were guests on a radio call-
in show in Los Angeles, a man 
called and asked what to do about 
his soul mate. He knew she was 
having an affair, he said, because 
he had hired a private detective 
who found the evidence.

If what you and that man have 
is a soul mate, what do you call a 
couple who love each other to the 
exclusion of all others? 

What you really have is a 
woman who finds some benefit 
in letting you fantasize about her 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING     CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING    CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Assisted Living

Looking for assisted living, memory 
care, or independent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-844-923-5005 today!

Carpentry
Carpenter - 45 years experience. 

$45 per hour. No job too small - or 
too big. Call 541-822-1086 after 6 p.m. 
6/15ruc

Coins & Jewelry
Buying US and foreign coins, 

currency, tokens, gold, silver, & jewelry. 
North Star Coin & Jewelry, 650 Main 
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

For Sale
For sale DeWalt Radial Arm Saw, 

extra blade big and heavy $400, Del-
ta/Milwaukee Wood Lathe, variable 
speed, knives, extra tooling, 11” x 30” 
$400. Powermatic 3 knife cutterhead 
18” $300, sharpening attachment for 
cutterhead $400. 541-520-6175

Free
Rocks - landscape boulders & 

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All you can load yourself free - loaded 
& delivered for a small fee. 541-896-
3000 (best time a.m.) FI-j15.nc

Free Internet
FREE high speed internet for those 

that qualify. Government program for 
recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android tablet 
FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip Tel-
ecom today! 1-844-950-0003

Funeral Home
Major Family Funeral Home. 

Family Owned Since 1961. Funerals 
° Burials ° Cremations ° Monuments 
° Keepsakes ° Video Tributes.   541-
746-9667.

Garage Sale
Saturday, September 23rd, and Sun-

day, September 24th, 9 to 4 on North 
Belknap Springs Road. Contractor 
supplies, tools, material, plumbing 
supplies, electrical supplies, clothing, 
art, furniture, etc.

Gutters
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts. Call 1-866-387-0730

Personal
Missing people. Do you have a 

family member or friend that disap-
peared under strange circumstances? 
Is it possible an unknown animal was 
responsible? We may be able to pro-
vide a wider audience in helping de-
termine what became of your loved 
one. Please contact us at wjevning@
gmail.com serious responses only 
please. pwj-11/19

If you want to drink, that’s your 
business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 
5:00-6:00pm at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from the 
Walterville Shopping Center. N/c-sub 
5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students - Be-

ginners, Intermediate and Advanced 
- all ages. Professional jazz pianist, 
classically trained with years of teach-
ing experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 or 
email; kimberly@liquidsister.com. 
http://www.liquidsister.com SKP-
8/16ruc

Portable Oxygen
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 

May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

information kit! Call 833-980-0385. 
Call 1-877-244-0346

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are 

meeting most Friday afternoons 
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
Training Center.  Please call Sara at 
(541) 896-3059 for more information.
S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Satellite TV
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 

months with CHOICE Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO 
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-844-808-7532

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 

while she tries to land another 
man. You are not ready to accept 
our answer, but what you have is 
more like an addiction.

The only cure for an addiction 
is to remove yourself from both 
the substance you are addicted 
to and the environment in which 
your addiction flourishes. 

Wayne & Tamara

Parenthood
Recently my wife announced 

it was time for us to “make a 
decision about having a baby.” 
This announcement blind-sided 
me, because I have always been 
perfectly clear on this matter. I 
only want kids if they are sautéed 
correctly.

All my friends and all my 
relatives know my aversion to 
children. The reasons behind my 
feelings are varied, but this has 
never been a gray area for me. 
My wife, on the other hand, says 
that “my future involves having a 
family,” implying in no uncertain 
terms that she is going to have 
children with or without me.

This seems to be an 
irreconcilable situation. What are 
your thoughts?

Chad
Chad, not everyone makes a 

good parent. People like you, who 
recognize this early on, shouldn’t 
have children. You made it 
perfectly clear before the wedding, 
and you thought she accepted this 
fact.

Your wife has a right to have 
children, but not with a man she 
knew never wanted to be a parent. 

Your dark humor expresses the 
seriousness of your convictions. 
Since you know you do not want 
children, it is your responsibility 
to make sure you don’t father a 
child. 

Your wife is right that it is time 
to make a decision, but the issue is 
your future together.

Wayne & Tamara

Wayne & Tamara are the 
authors of The Young Woman’s 
Guide to Older Men and Cheating 
in a Nutshell—available from 
Amazon, Apple, and booksellers 
everywhere.

The Poetry Foundation is now 
providing a Poem of the Day.

Danse Russe
By William Carlos Williams

If I when my wife is sleeping
and the baby and Kathleen
are sleeping
and the sun is a flame-white disc
in silken mists
above shining trees,—
if I in my north room
dance naked, grotesquely
before my mirror
waving my shirt round my head
and singing softly to myself:
“I am lonely, lonely.
I was born to be lonely,
I am best so!”
If I admire my arms, my face,
my shoulders, flanks, buttocks
against the yellow drawn 

American Life
in Poetry

shades,—

Who shall say I am not
the happy genius of my 
household?

With Ezra Pound and H.D., 
Williams was a leading poet of 
the Imagist movement and often 
wrote of American subjects and 
themes. Though his career was 
initially overshadowed by other 
poets, he became an inspiration 
to the Beat generation in the 
1950s and 60s. He was known as 
an experimenter, an innovator, a 
revolutionary figure in American 
poetry. Yet in comparison to 
artists of his own time who sought 
a new environment for creativity 
as expatriates in Europe, Williams 
lived a remarkably conventional 
life. A doctor for more than 
40 years serving the citizens 
of Rutherford, he relied on his 
patients, the America around him, 
and his own ebullient imagination 
to create a distinctively American 
verse. Often domestic in focus 
and “remarkable for its empathy, 
sympathy, its muscular and 
emotional identification with its 
subjects,” Williams’s poetry is 
also characteristically honest: 
“There is no optimistic blindness 
in Williams,” wrote Randall 
Jarrell, “though there is a fresh 
gaiety, a stubborn or invincible 
joyousness.”

Addicted To Her

6
FREE (non-business) CLASSIFIED ADS FOR SUBSCRIBERS
Phone, Email or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday @ 5pm

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
❑ SUBSCRIBER NAME_______________________________ FREE 
CLASSIFIED
❑ Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per issue. All ads must be 
paid in advance or ad will not be printed. Amt. enclosed $___________ 

Mail to: McKenzie River Reflections, 59059 Old McKenzie Hwy., McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-984-8961

Services
Natures Friend Beautifying Co. 

Property/rental cleanup, restoration, 
tree work, blackberry & ivy destruction, 
pressure washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free appliance 
removal. Call Scottish 541-913-8477. 
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give me 
a call! The Wall Doctor - Serving the 
McKenzie River area. 541-735-2317. 
p-s15-n3

Standby Generator
Prepare for power outages today 

Catia Dombaxe

with a GENERAC home standby gen-
erator. $0 Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next power 
outage: 1-833-306-2843

TV
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 

Needed. $40/month. 65   Channels. 
Stream Breaking News, Live Events, 
Sports & On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. CALL 1-
855-690-3970

Directv Stream - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo 
for 12months. Stream on 20 devices 
at once in your home. HBO Max 
FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) Call for more details today! 
(some restrictions apply) Call IVS 1-
877-649-5547

mailto:wjevning@gmail.com
mailto:wjevning@gmail.com
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
http://www.liquidsister.com
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Keep in Touch
- Weekly -
Subscribe to

the McKenzie’s
own newspaper

rivref2@gmail.com
59059 Old McK. Hwy

McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

$31/yr 
tinyurl.com/

2vf5caa6

ACROSS
1. In the middle of
6. “____, the Beloved Country”
9. Start of “The Night Before Christ-
mas”
13. Anoint
14. *”...three strikes, ____’re out, at 
the old ball game”
15. Capital of Egypt
16. *Yanees owner, George ____
brenner
17. Mandela’s org.
18. Back street
19. *Walk-off move (2 words)

21. *One of MLB countries
23. Start an engine
24. Salvador Dali’s muse
25. Old French coin
28. Select
30. Pass, as time
35. Antonym of is
37. Rumpelstiltskin’s weaver
39. Virgo’s brightest star
40. Snack, in Spain
41. Rose oil
43. *Yogi Berra - 295 PA, e.g.
44. *Player’s representative
46. Eyelid affliction

WORLD SERIES 

47. Shade of beige
48. *a.k.a. Mr. October
50. Small island
52. In the know
53. Part of armor
55. Octopus’ defense
57. *Last year’s World Series win-
ners
60. *Ronald AcuÒa Jr.’s home base
64. Indian monetary unit
65. Sun, in Mexico
67. ____ Asimov
68. Artemis’ companion
69. E.T.’s craft, acr.
70. Shelf material
71. Cry like a baby
72. Young newt
73. Shermans, in World War II

DOWN
1. It starred Alan Alda from 1972-
1983
2. Digging, so to speak
3. Think
4. More like a fox
5. Madagascar’s hedgehog-like 
animal
6. Printer cartridge color
7.  *Guidry, Cey or Gardenhire
8. New Mexico’s state flower
9. Samoan money
10. *____ card
11. Length times width
12. Tofu ingredient
15. Lock sites
20. Soft palate hanger
22. Kind of beer
24. Speech organ
25. Fretted instrument
26. a.k.a. People of the Middle 
Waters
27. Remove pegs
29. Auction portions
31. Cathedral recess
32. *____ clock
33. Close call
34. Relish (2 words)
36. NASA’s orange drink
38. *”The Catch” (1954) catcher
42. Rekindled
45. Like theater seating
49. Big-headedness
51. Join the army
54. Matter of debate
56. Buckwheat dish
57. Halo
58. Do like volcano
59. Bluish green
60. Sir Mix-____-____
61. Delhi bread
62. Spill the beans
63. *Whitey Ford, Bob Gibson and 
Christy Mathewson
64. *Commissioner Manfred
66. Bug enemy

Solution on Page 9

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!
Click here or go to:

tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

Solution on Page 9

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(833) 306-2843

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
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CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU SOLUTION

McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp 
at Blue River - are restricted to 
angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Fish Counts 
September 14, Willamette Falls

Fall Chinook – 1,860
Summer Steelhead – 1,051

Fishing
Report

September 14 – American 
aviator Charles “Lindy” 
Lindbergh made the first non-
stop solo crossing of the Atlantic 
Ocean. Four months later, on 
September 14, 1927, Lindy made 
a goodwill flight to Oregon. 
He landed his famous plane, 
The Spirit of St. Louis, on a dirt 
runway at Swan Island and was 
given a parade through town. 
The Oregon Journal reported the 
parade as “the greatest Portland 
has ever accorded anyone.” Two 
days later Lindy departed, flying 
the Spirit of St. Louis on a final 
pass over Portland and continuing 
south to California. Along the way 
he dropped leaflets over cities in 
the Willamette Valley reading, 
“Greetings from Lindbergh.”

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

We guarantee fast & friendly service to all our customers through-
out the McKenzie Valley and surrounding areas

DOT#4004025 SDS#39603 

BOGO 
40% OFF
ENDS 7/31

855-443-0507

The Pacific Northwest Region 
of the Forest Service will be 
waiving recreation fees at most 
day-use sites on lands managed 
by the agency on September 23rd, 
in honor of National Public Lands 
Day. This annual event, which is 
celebrated on the fourth Saturday 
in September, is an opportunity 
for people across the country to 
come together and give back to 
the lands that give us so much.

This year marks the 30th annual 
National Public Lands Day where 
people from across the country 
can join together to celebrate the 
beauty and diversity of our pub-
lic lands and to recognize the hard 
work of the volunteers and part-
ners who help care for them.

Waiving fees for National Public 
Lands Day creates an opportunity 
for everyone to get outside and 
enjoy these special places, and to 
inspire them to make a difference 
in the world by taking care of our 
natural resources.

Residents and visitors of the 
Pacific Northwest Region are en-
couraged to take advantage of this 
opportunity to get outside, explore 

our public lands, and celebrate 
30 years of care and community. 
Whether you enjoy hiking, fish-
ing, camping, or just enjoying a 
picnic with family and friends, 
there is a way for everyone to en-
joy celebrating National Public 
Lands Day.

Fees will be waived for sev-
eral picnic areas, boat launches, 
trailheads, and visitor centers. 
Regular fees for camping, cabin 
rentals, heritage expeditions, and 
other permits will still apply. Par-

ticipation by concession-operated 
sites may vary, so visitors are en-
couraged to check with their local 
Forest Service office for more in-
formation.

The Forest Service offers sev-
eral fee-free days annually to en-
courage everyone to explore the 
outdoors and visit their public 
lands. More information about 
this can be found at https://www.
fs.usda.gov/visit/passes-permits.

Fees waived for National Public Lands Day

Dr.
2:05 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 

- 91800 blk, Mill Creek Rd.
2:29 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 

Marcola Rd. Mp. 4.
5:48 p.m: Assist Oregon State 

Police - McK. Hwy. Mp. 34.
Sept. 16: 8:43 a.m: Welfare 

Check - 91700 blk, Burton Dr.
9:39 a.m: Recover Stolen 

Vehicle - Lat: 44.145741. Long: 
-122.940104.

12:37 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. & Goodpasture Rd.

1:34 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. & Goodpasture Rd.

1:43 p.m: Hit  &  Run – Lane/
Linn county line/Hwy. 126.

1:44 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. & Goodpasture Rd.

1:55 p.m: Reckless Driving - 
38300 blk, Wendling Rd.

3:52 p.m: Harassment - 92700 
blk, Marcola Rd.

8:45 p.m: Illegal Dump - 
Showalter Creek Rd. & Shotgun 
Creek Rd.

Sept. 17: 5:31 p.m: Traffic 
Hazard - Hill Rd. & McK. View 
Dr.

2:18 p.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 43900 blk, McK. Hwy.

Sept. 18: 7:48 a.m: Restraining 
Order Service - 39200 blk, Camp 
Creek Rd.

12:06 p.m: Assist, Follow Up 
- 51100 blk, Blue River Dr.

12:55 p.m: Harassment - 92200 
blk, Whitmore St.

12:59 p.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 43900 blk, McK. Hwy.

12:27 p.m: Harassment - 92700 
blk, Marcola Rd.

3:35 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 89700 blk, Hill Rd.

Comments, as reported, may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff’s
Report

Continued From Page 3

deployed. This is an ongoing 
investigation. Involved: 23-year-
old male and 45-year-old female 
from McKenzie Bridge.

Sept. 16: 19:09: Suspicious 
Activity. Hwy. 126E, MP. 27. 
While driving, an unknown object 
hit the windshield of a Subaru near 
the windshield wiper and then the 
object hit the windshield. A second 
large chip/puncture type spot was 
located in the windshield near the 
lower driver corner. A total of one 
chip and two larger chunks were 
taken out of the windshield. It did 
not experience full penetration 
by the object. The origin of the 
object or what the object was is 
unknown. The reporting party 
was provided a case number and 
the call documented in event like 
or similar incidents are reported.

State Police
Report

Continued From Page 3

By Josh Laughlin, Executive 
Director, Cascadia Wildlands

 At a hearing in Bendon Mon-
day, the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission voted unanimously 
to prohibit wildlife killing contests 
for coyotes and other species clas-
sified as unprotected mammals in 
the state. A coalition of 22 local 
and national wildlife and conser-
vation organizations and hunters, 
wildlife management profession-
als, scientists, veterinarians, and 
advocates across Oregon submit-
ted testimony in support.

“We are overjoyed that cruel, 
unsporting wildlife killing con-
tests will never again occur on 
public lands in Oregon,” said 
Bethany Cotton, conservation di-
rector with Cascadia Wildlands. 
“We thank ODFW staff and Com-
missioners for recognizing that 
killing contests violate the agen-
cy’s mission to manage wildlife 
in trust for present and future gen-
erations.”

In wildlife killing contests par-
ticipants compete for cash and 
prizes to kill the most, the largest 
and the smallest coyotes and other 
vital wildlife within a specified 
time period.

More scientific studies find that 
these contests do not reduce coy-
ote numbers or prevent conflicts 
with livestock, and may even in-
crease them. Instead, more eco-
nomical and effective methods are 
available to help Oregon farmers 
coexist with native wildlife.

“Wildlife killing contests are 
abhorred by the Oregon public 

and have no place in our state,” 
said Kelly Peterson, Oregon state 
director for the Humane Society 
of the United States. “Engaging 
in wanton waste of a native wild-
life species as part of a contest 
for prizes is abhorrent and we are 
grateful that the Oregon Fish and 
Wildlife Commission voted to end 
these cruel, gruesome competi-
tions.”

Organizations that supported the 
proposed rule included the Animal 
Legal Defense Fund, Animal Wel-
fare Institute, Bitterbrush Broads 
& Bros Leadership Team, Cas-
cadia Wildlands, Center for Bio-
logical Diversity, Central Oregon 
LandWatch, Endangered Species 
Coalition, Great Old Broads for 
Wilderness, Humane Society of 
the United States, Humane Soci-

ety Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion, Humane Voters Oregon, Lark 
Ranch Rescue and Rehabilitation, 
National Wolfwatcher Coalition, 
Northeast Oregon Ecosystems, 
Oregon Humane Society, Oregon 
Wild, Portland Audubon, Predator 
Defense, Project Coyote, Think 
Wild, Western Environmental 
Law Center, Western Watersheds 
Project and the Humane Society 
Wildlife Land Trust.

Oregon becomes the ninth state 
to ban wildlife killing contests, 
following Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, New Mexico, Vermont and 
Washington. In June, the New 
York state legislature passed a bill 
to end wildlife killing contests. 
The legislation now awaits the 
governor’s signature.

Wildlife killing contests ends on public land

http://www.ricksteber.com
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/passes-permits
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/passes-permits
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MP 20, McKenzie Hwy
(541) 896-0500

Thank You 

“Mix 6” Craft Beverages
Hot Food To-Go
Ice
Adult Shirts and Hats
Kombucha

FIREFIGHTERS!

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
For complete details, including costs and limitations, please contact us. 
Product not available in all states.6294

Affordable

pet INSURANCE

Help protect your pet and pocketbook 

1-888-575-0349
InsureBarkMeow.com/MCKriver

Order Now! 1.888.497.1173 ask for 73818DBF
OmahaSteaks.com/Classic5579

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 73818. 
Standard S&H added per address. Offer available while supplies last. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply.

All purchases acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 09/30/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

 1.888.497.1173

Classic Cookout Collection
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4 Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
73818DBF   separately $274.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$12999

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR 
LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK 

EUGENE: The Lane County 
History Museum is throwing a re-
opening party-- “Night at the Mu-
seum,” thrown in collaboration 
with Dayinthelife Entertainment 
LLC. This event will welcome 
our community back into our up-
dated museum and will feature 
family-friendly and adult activi-
ties, live music, movie selections, 
food vendors, and a bar serving 
both alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages. The event will be Sep-
tember 23, 2023 from 2:00 pm till 
8:00 pm with the entire event be-
ing split into two portions of the 
day.

The first portion will be 2:00 
pm until 4:00 pm where com-
munity-members can hear a brief 
formal introduction to what we 
are celebrating and what to expect 
at the event. After, guests will 
have the ability to enjoy local live 
music while checking out ven-
dors, activities, and exploring the 
refreshed museum space. During 
this part of the event, there will 
be an emp asis on family-friendly 
activities, and those interested 
will have an opportunity to chat 

with the community curators who 
worked with us to create some of 
the new exhibits.

The second portion will be 5:00 
pm to 8:00 pm where the “night” 
aspect of the event really comes 
to life with the lights turned down 
and a DJ playing music and light-
ing up the space into a club-like 
atmosphere.

Community members can enjoy 

Lane County History Museum reopens
Community is invited to a “night at the Museum”

the space and learn about history, 
too. Come grab a beverage and 
check out the new museum exhib-
its, movie showcases, activities, 
and vendors.

This event is free to the Lane 
County community so bring your 
family and friends and join us 
in enjoying a “Night at the Mu-
seum.”

Harbick files for state Rep. 
Among candidates for 2024 state ballot

By Julia Shumway
oregoncapitalchronicle.com

Thursday was the first day can-
didates could file to run in the 2024 
primary election. (Getty Images)

Thursday marked the official 
start of the 2024 election season in 
Oregon, with dozens of candidates 
turning in forms and paying fees 
to appear on the ballot. 

Candidates have until March 
to file for office, but early entries 
provide a preview of some of the 
races to expect next year, includ-
ing Republican infighting in Lane 
County and an intense general 
election in the Columbia River 
Gorge. Hanging over it all is the 
question of whether a handful of 
Senate Republicans who walked 
out for six weeks will be allowed 
to run again. 

All 60 state House seats are up 
for election for two-year terms in 
2024, and 15 of the 30 Senate seats 
are up for four-year terms. Voters 
will also elect the attorney gener-
al, secretary of state and treasurer, 
all statewide races with four-year 
terms, and pick the state’s six U.S. 
representatives. City councilors, 
county commissioners, district 
attorneys and judges will also ap-
pear on ballots in many parts of 
the state. 

Filling out paperwork and pay-
ing a fee doesn’t guarantee a can-
didate will appear on the ballot. 
Staff in the state elections office 
will start verifying that candidates 
are qualified to run – making sure 
they’re registered Oregon voters, 
belong to the Democratic or Re-
publican party if they’re running 
in a primary  and, in the case of 
state representatives and senators, 
have lived in their district for at 
least a year prior to the election. 

Candidates who don’t meet 
those requirements will receive 
disqualification letters from the 
elections division and won’t ap-
pear on ballots. So will the hand-
ful of Republican senators who 
racked up more than 10 unexcused 
absences and ran afoul of a voter-
approved law meant to discourage 
legislative walkouts, confirmed 
Ben Morris, chief of staff for Sec-
retary of State LaVonne Griffin-
Valade.

That’s subject to change depend-
ing on the outcome of an ongoing 
court case. Several of the affected 
senators and attorneys for the state 

Last Thursday was the first day 
candidates could file to run in the 
2024 primary election.

have asked the state Supreme 
Court for a quick resolution to le-
gal questions about enforcing the 
voter-approved Measure 113. The 
court will decide whether to take 
the case, bypassing the state court 
of appeals, by Sept. 29. 

Senate Minority Leader Tim 
Knopp, R-Bend, is one of the 
Republican senators suing to be 
able to run for re-election, arguing 
that Measure 113’s poor wording 
means the 10 senators with 10 
or more unexcused absences are 
ineligible for the term after the 
next one – meaning he could run 
in 2024, but not 2028. He filed in 
person at the state elections office, 
sharing a statement and declining 
interviews through a spokesman. 

“The clear language of Measure 
113 allows me to run one more 
time,” Knopp said. “Oregonians 
are fed up with the ‘tyranny of the 
majority’ over the past decades.”

Bend City Councilor Anthony 
Broadman, a Democrat, also filed 
to run in the Bend-based 27th Sen-
ate District on Thursday. 

All in the family
Sen. Dennis Linthicum, R-

Klamath Falls, is one of the Re-
publican senators suing for the 
right to run for re-election. But if 
his lawsuit is unsuccessful, Linthi-
cum has a backup plan for making 
sure his southern Oregon district 
is represented by a Linthicum: his 
wife and chief of staff, Diane, also 
filed to run for the state Senate. 

Neither Linthicum returned a 
call Thursday.

Republican supporting abortion 
rights faces primary challenge

Darin Harbick, a Republican 
business owner in the upper Mc-
Kenzie Valley who ran an unsuc-
cessful primary campaign for U.S. 
Senate last year, plans to chal-
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lenge state Rep. Charlie Conrad, 
R-Dexter. Conrad drew the ire of 
some Republicans for voting with 
Democrats for a measure intended 
to ensure access to abortion and 
gender-affirming care after talk-
ing to doctors and parents and 
learning more about transgender 
health care. 

“When I saw some of the votes 
that Representative Conrad cast, I 
was frustrated, and that gave me 
the desire (to run),” he told the 
Capital Chronicle. 

Along with the abortion and 
gender-affirming care bill, Har-
bick said he disagreed with Con-
rad’s vote for a measure that will 
let voters decide in 2024 whether 
to adopt a ranked-choice voting 
system. Harbick also plans to push 
for more logging, keeping parents 
involved in public education and 
restricting government regula-
tions on business.

He’s been endorsed by Oregon 
Right to Life, the state’s larg-
est anti-abortion political group. 
In June, Oregon Right to Life 
launched a campaign against 
Conrad, vowing to do everything 
it could to keep him from winning 
a second term. The group’s “Char-
lie Conrad, You Are Out” political 
action committee is nearly $1,300 
in the hole and received a single 
$25 contribution, according to 
campaign finance records. 

Conrad has not yet filed, but 

he previously told the Capital 
Chronicle he plans to run for re-
election and looks forward to de-
bating issues. 

Contested race in key gorge 
district

Freshman Rep. Jeff Helfrich, R-
Hood River, is the first incumbent 
representative facing a serious 
challenge. Nick Walden Poublon, 
a former legislative staffer who 
until Thursday was the vice chair 
of the Clackamas County Demo-
crats, filed to run against Helfrich 
in the 52nd House District, which 
follows the Columbia River east 
from Troutdale to The Dalles. 
Helfrich won his race in 2022 by 
about 1,600 votes, and it’s one of 
the few truly competitive House 
seats. 

Helfrich said the challenge 
came as no surprise. 

“It’s a competitive seat and I 
always knew I would face an op-
ponent,” he said. “I’ve spent the 
last nine months working to be a 
bipartisan voice in the Legislature 
and spending the time to travel 
around my district, hold meetings 
and hear from my constituents. 
None of that is going to change, 
regardless of who runs against 
me.”

Walden Poublon worked for 
former Democratic Rep. Lori 
Kuechler, a Sandy nonprofit con-
sultant who was appointed to rep-
resent the district for a few months 

last year. He said he wants to 
work on constituent services and 
advocate for health care for all if 
elected.

“It is a really competitive dis-
trict that has swung towards 
Democrats in the past,” Walden 
Poublon said. “I mean, Helfrich 
himself has lost in previous runs 
for the office, has been beaten 
in the past. And I think that it’s 
a swing district that has a strong 
chance of going blue in the presi-
dential cycle.” 

Senate showdown in eastern 
Oregon
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