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Siuslaw Showdown
A double-header showdown with the Sailors
that turned into a knuckle-down, buckle-down
volleyball brawl
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$422 million for people who lost homes
Grants to help recovery from wildfire destruction
Under a $422,286,000 federal grant, Oregon
Housing and Community Services (OHCS)
will administer the “ReOregon” program
for disaster recovery funds tied to the 2020
Labor Day fires. The money grant is intended
to support rebuilding housing, particularly
for low- and moderate-income survivors,
revitalize communities, and prepare affected
areas to withstand future disasters.
Officials say OHCS proposes implementing
programs directly—while allowing survivors
to work with local partners in the application
process the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development requires. At least 15% of
funds must be used to mitigate future disasters,
while 70% are to be used for programs or
projects that will benefit low- to moderateincome residents.
The Homeowner Assistance and Reconstruction Program (HARP) helps survivors
repair, replace, or rebuild homes depending

on the damage and has been allocated
$204.5 million.
The Homeownership Opportunities
Program (HOP) which helps families own
a home is to receive $119 million.
$40 million was dedicated to the
Disaster Resilience Infrastructure Program for long-term grants to reduce losses
and protect life and property from future
disasters.
Another $21 million is intended to
cover costs for overall the program’s
management, including budgeting, reporting, and evaluation of the programs.
According to officials, any savings in
administrative costs can be reallocated to
programs in future plan amendments.
Another $17 million will fund intermediate housing assistance to help people
who still have bills for rent, relocation,
$422 million recovery funds - Page 10

Home Country
How do you go about writin’ a poem? You
just get a pencil and a piece of paper and rip ‘n
snort.
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“Kayaktivists” took to the Lake
Protesters paddle to oppose timber sale

Michael Sherma/Spring Fed Media

Forest & climate activists formed a flotilla on Leaburg Lake last Saturday to show opposition
to the Flat Country Timber Sale near McKenzie Bridge.
LEABURG: U.S. Forest Service policies that
support logging old-growth trees drew over 100
protesters to Leaburg Lake
last weekend. While calling
for the cancellation of the
Flat Country Timber Sale
near McKenzie Bridge,
organizers of the event urged
the crowd to go further.
“This river is now
known as the McKenzie
but who was McKenzie?”
asked Madeline Cowen of
Cascadia Wildlands. “He
was a European colonizer

who forcibly removed the
original residents from this
land,” she added.
Cowen went on to say
the “ongoing colonization
of Oregon is absolutely
brutal and complex.” She
didn’t leave out the forest
conservation movement,
which she also noted: “has
a history of arrogance and
a sometimes exploitative
relationship when it comes
to its relationship with the
indigenous community.”
Oregon Wild organizer
Victoria Wingell criticized

the Flat Country sale for
aiming “to cut down some
of Oregon’s last remaining,
biggest and oldest trees—
precisely the ones we need
to keep growing and storing
carbon.” She said “forests
like these are already the
best wildlife habitat, the
best climate mitigation, and
the most resilient against
wildfire. We need to act
now before we lose them
for a lifetime.”
In a prior statement
Tammy Terrell Robinson,
“Kayaktivists” - Page 10

Salmon show resiliency
Some homes are now being rebuilt in Blue River proper, but the overall replacement rate for
McKenzie area homes destroyed in the 2020 Holiday Farm Fire is still around 15 percent.

Caregiving an under-the-radar
issue in Oregon election
By Eric Tegethoff
Oregon News Service
With the election a little over a month
away, some say caregiving and long-term
care are issues too big for candidates in Oregon to ignore.
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Family caregiving can be a struggle if the caregiver has to be away from the workforce to do
it.

There are about 460,000 family caregivers in the state providing $5.7 billion
of unpaid care, according to a 2017 estimate.
Yvonne Smith, a faculty member at
Clackamas Community College, said
some people may not even realize they
are caregivers.
“For example, if you are helping someone manage their medications, if you’re
doing someone’s grocery shopping, if
you’re checking in on them and helping
them go through their mail,” Smith outlined. “Those are all caregiving activities.”
Smith pointed out despite the numbers,
Oregon is in need of more caregivers,
especially with the avalanche of Baby
Boomers retiring in the coming years.
Caregivers - Page 8

After temperatures rose in burned-over areas
By Steve Lundeberg, OSU
The number of trout in a southern Oregon stream system showed no decline one
year after a fire burned almost the entire
watershed, including riparian zone trees
that had helped maintain optimal stream
temperatures for the cold-water fish.
The research by Oregon State University sheds light on the ability of steelhead,

cutthroat, and rainbow trout to endure the
higher water temperatures expected to accompany climate change and its manifestations, including increased frequency, extent,
and severity of wildfires.
“It’s crucial that we improve our understanding of the factors that influence how
fish respond to postfire changes in stream
Salmon’s resiliency - Page 9

OSU

Salmonoids, like steelhead, cutthroat, and rainbow trout, have exhibited stronger abilities to
survive rising water temperatures than what had been predicted.
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Letters to the Editor

Thanks to all

We would like to thank all of the
over 130 people who came to the
showing of the documentary film,
ELEMENTAL, Friday, Sept. 30. It
showed the impact of wildfires on
rural communities, including ours,
the dramatic increase in severity of
wildfires in the last 5-10 years, and
the scientific research showing the
relationship of climate change between the forest and fires.
In such a complex topic as wildfire, it can be hard to understand
all of the details and how they connect with each other. After watching the movie and listening to the
Q&A panel, the main takeaway
was, to most effectively prevent
community loss and destruction,
we need to focus on hardening the
home first, and working outward
from there.
Thanks to all of the agencies
and local groups who supplied resources in helping the McKenzie

Community recover after the Holiday Farm Fire and adapt to a new
and changing future.
Thank you to the McKenzie
River Resort (formerly the US
Basketball Academy) in Rainbow,
for donating the venue for the
event and for cooking and serving
everyone a delicious free dinner.
Thank you also to McKenzie Mist,
who furnished their water and dispensers, and Upriver Organics
farm for the vegetables. Finally,
thank you to all the volunteers
who helped make this event a time
to connect with our neighbors and
friends to support each other, and
move toward a more fire-resistant
future.
We are McKenzie Strong, together!
O’Brien Memorial Library,
Co-sponsor
obrienlibrary.org
obrienmemoriallibrary
@gmail.com

Guest Opinion
Uncleared dead
trees impede
firefighting

By Melvin Thornton
I spent my career fighting fires
in western Oregon. But you don’t
have to be a professional firefighter to see the growing threat of
wildfire to human lives, property,
and our environment.
I am concerned the massive accumulation of dead trees left to
rot on federal lands will make future fires harder to fight. I’m even
more concerned that very little is
being done to solve this issue in
advance of the next fire that will
occur in these snag infested areas.
The U.S.. Forest Service agreed
to settle a lawsuit brought by environmental groups to limit the
removal of dead and dying trees
on the Willamette National Forest following the 2020 Labor
Day fires. The litigants will also
receive $115,000 in attorney’s
fees as part of the settlement. The
public should understand the lack
of post-fire treatment on federal
lands will compromise the safety
and effectiveness of future firefighting operations, especially as
the resulting snags fuel the next
big wildfire.
Firefighters are often criticized
for failing to attack fires before
they burn out of control. However, hazardous conditions often
make it impossible for firefighters
to safely access and attack fires on
the ground. Such conditions typically include the presence of snags
that pose a variety of risks based
on size, species, and distribution.
They can cause death and serious injury when they fall, a well
as damage to roads and buildings
and host insects and disease that
increase their flammability. Due
to this flammability, snags not salvaged can greatly increase the heat
and severity of a fire. This makes
attempts to manage or extinguish
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a fire much more dangerous than
if they had removed the dead tree
during a post-fire salvage operation.
Put yourself in the place of a
firefighter working on a fire with
dead snags looming around you.
How safe would you feel? It is
frustrating when you know the
fire would be easier to control and
extinguish if only the federal land
managers would be allowed and
directed to remove the dangerous
snags quickly after a fire. Then after the snags are removed, replant
a new forest for the future of us all
to enjoy.
The Willamette National Forest
acknowledged the impact of leaving dead trees to future firefighting
in its analysis after the 2020 fires”
“working in areas with substantial
snag hazards will impact suppression effectiveness and could prevent direct attack strategies due to
the risks of firefighter safety.”
Snags can be hazardous at any
age. When ignited, a snag can
shower burning embers and limbs
on anyone working nearby. Thee
snags can accelerate the fire and
frequently create spot fires in advance of the main body of the fire.
As snags age, the dangers persist
and the dead trees become weaker
and brush begins to grow, creating
a brush field with snags, a dangerous combination of flammable
fuels. Some computer models
suggest these risks can persist for
decades if land managers choose
not to proactively manage the forest to reduce severe fire risks or
remove these dead trees after a
fire.
An abundance of dead snags
also creates a vicious cycle of severe reburns that perpetuate the
destruction of our forests, wildlife
, and communities. There are many
documented examples of catastrophic burns when snags are left
in place. For example, southwest
Oregon’s unmanaged Kalmiopsis
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Wilderness has hosted numerous
major reburns that demonstrate
how fires can burn larger and hotter each time the landscape is left
untreated within the burn scar.
Following the 2020 Labor Day
wildfire, many private forestland
owners in western Oregon acted
quickly to remove dead and dying
trees to maintain access and begin
the reforestration process. This
prompt action ensures firefighters
will be able to safely attack the
next fire on these private lands as
soon as it ignites.
“Unfortunately, due to the threat
of litigation, federal agencies
conducted area salvage on only
a fraction of the acres that were
burned following the 2020 Labor
Day fires. In the few places where
these agencies chose to salvage
dead timber and remove roadside
hazard trees, they were often met
with lawsuits and obstruction.
As a result, our federal lands are
choked with snags that will pose
hazards to firefighters, forest contractors, and the recreating public.
These snags will also contribute
to large wildfires, dangerous and
harmful smoke, and sadly, needless losses of lives and property.
Melvin Thornton is a retired
district manager of the Douglas
Forest Protective Association. He
lives in Oakland, Oregon.
This opinion piece first appeared
in the September, 2022 edition of
the Eugene Register Guard.

McKenzie Varsity Sports
Schedule This Week
The McKenzie Varsity Cross
Country teams travel to Harrisburg
on Wednesday, October 12, to
participate in the Harrisburg
Gatorade Challenge, held at
Harrisburg High School. The
Varsity Girls 5K race will start
at 5 pm and the Varsity Boys 5K
race starts at 5:30 pm.
The
McKenzie
Varsity
Volleyball team hosts Eddyville
Charter on Thursday, October 13.
The match time is set for 6 pm.
This is the last home match of
the season for the Eagle team and
Senior Athletes and their families
will be recognized.
The McKenzie Varsity Football
team hosts Elkton on Friday,
October 14. Kickoff is scheduled
for 7 pm.
Siuslaw Showdown:
Sailors subdue
strong Eagle effort
McKenzie’s Varsity Volleyball
team took the bus to Mapleton
last Monday, October 3, for a
doubleheader showdown with the
Sailors that turned into a knuckledown, buckle-down volleyball
brawl in Mapleton’s tiny, iconic
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gym. Both teams dressed down
fully aware of the opportunity
awaiting. The Sailors and the
Eagles stepped out onto the court
knowing the double-header match
was the best chance to pull in a
couple of wins - elusive to both
teams this season.
Going in, Mapleton was tied
with McKenzie in the Mt. West
League standings, with neither yet
posting a League victory.
The Eagles have shown
significant improvement under
rookie Coach Rachele Mark.
Coach Mark has returned to her
alma mater where she starred
in volleyball under then-Head
Coach Dan Brenner. She inherited
a program that had not seen the
hardwood since the 20-2021
season no-thanks to the doublewhammy of Covid/Holiday Farm
Fire. So, it was not unreasonable
to think McKenzie had a decent
chance of victory.
Nobody expected Mapleton to
lie down of course, and to their
credit, the Sailors made their
hometown fan base proud. The
Eagles and the Sailors brought it to
the House and credit to both teams
and their coaching staffs, this
was an intense and entertaining
Volleyball match!
The teams participated in a
double-header. The first match
set the tone, with them going
toe-to-toe to the end. The Sailors
prevailed in three straight sets
to win the match, but the Eagles
played hard, losing 23-25, 22-25,
and 22-25.
Following a brief interlude,
the dust-up resumed with fervor.
McKenzie won the first set of the
second match 25-14. Mapleton
took issue with that and won the
second set 25-15. The Eagles
prevailed in the third set 25-22
and knew the Sailors would need
to win the next two sets to secure
the victory.

One Eagle set win, however,
sailed away as Mapleton rallied
to win the fourth set 25-17 and
the deciding set 15-10. Aargh! So
close.......!
But no reason and no time to
hang heads. The Eagles will wrap
up their regular season schedule
at home, on Senior Night,
hosting the high-flying Eagles of
Eddyville.
Mohawk maintains a
one-game lead over Eddyville
Mustangs defeat McKenzie 3-0
Mohawk defeated visiting
McKenzie, 3-0, and held onto a
one-game lead over second place
Eddyville in the 2022 Mt. West
League Volleyball title race. The
OSAA 21st-ranked Mustangs
easily dispatched the Eagles in
three straight sets, 25-13, 25-10,
and 25-13.
Later in the week, on Saturday,
October 8, McKenzie dropped a
match to the Lakers in Triangle
Lake. The Eagles lost the first set,
12-25, dropped the second set,
11-25, won the third set, 25-21,
and lost the fourth set, 17-25.
One week of regular season
contests remaining, and the Mt.
West League regular season
champion may be decided on
the last night of the season in
Eddyville. Eddyville has three
games left on its schedule:
fourth place Alsea at Eddyville,
McKenzie in Finn Rock, and
lastly, Mohawk at Eddyville.
Mohawk also has three matches
remaining: third place Triangle
Lake at Mohawk, Mapleton on
the road, and the big match with
Eddyville. McKenzie, with just
one match left on their schedule,
could fill the role of spoiler if
Eddyville arrives in Finn Rock
tied in the MWL standings
with the Mustangs and the spat
between the two Eagle teams
wraps as a McKenzie victory.
Continued On Page 10
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WEATHER REPORT

READINGS TAKEN AT THE
US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date
High Low Rain Releases

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE
Date High Low
Rain Riverflow

10/4
10/5
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/9
10/10

10/4
10/5
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/9
10/10

82
80
88
87
85
84
81

48
50
54
48
56
49
54

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

885 cfs
868 cfs
885 cfs
885 cfs
893 cfs
890 cfs
868 cfs

79
73
69
68
74
79
80

50
49
48
47
46
49
45

0
0.01
0
0
0
t
0

2,690 cfs
2,690 cfs
2,670 cfs
2,690 cfs
2,620 cfs
2,620 cfs
2,640 cfs
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Sheriff’s
Report
Sept. 28: 4:09 p.m: Threat,
Harassment - 91600 blk, Marcola
Rd. A caller advised that her
neighbor had been harassing her
about her dog.
Sept. 30: 11:34 p.m: Suspicious
Conditions - 57600 blk, McK. Hwy.
A caller advised that a female had
been wandering around. the female
was disoriented and advised she
had been in a crash.
4:25 p.m: Fight - 6100 blk,
Thurston Rd. 3 - 4 men were
reportedly fighting. At least
one vehicle departed shortly
thereafter.
Oct. 1: 12:37 a.m: Disorderly
Subject - 92100 blk, Marcola Rd.
An intoxicated male refused to
leave an area business. Friends
eventually gave him a ride home.
11:01 a.m: Suspicious Conditions - 92100 blk, Yale Ln. A
disoriented female was located
and contacted by deputies. She
was provided assistance.
Oct. 2: 11:41 a.m: Theft 59200 blk, N. Belknap Springs
Rd. Multiple vehicles were broken
into in the parking lot of an area
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business. Stolen property included
a generator.
Oct. 3: 11:54 a.m: Burglary 87300 blk, Cedar Flat Rd. Caller
stated they believed their landlord
broke into their house and stole a
TV and bicycle.
10:54 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle
- 47800 blk, McK. Hwy. Caller
reported a truck slowly driving
back and forth, pulling into several
driveways.
Oct. 4: 9:22:19 a.m: Theft 38800 blk, Wendling Rd. Caller
stated a drill and charger was
stolen from a porch.
Oct. 5: 4:59 p.m: Foot Patrol
- 39500 block, McK. Hwy.
5:09 p.m: Threat, Harassment
- 89000 blk, Bridge St. A caller
advised that a person known to
them has created a ‘Go Fund Me’
account. The caller believes the
account slanders the caller.
5:31 p.m: Public Assist - 38400
blk, Shotgun Creek Rd.
6:02 p.m: Unlawful Use of
Vehicle - Terwilliger Hot Springs.
A 2014 BMW R1200 motorcycle
was stolen from the area. The
motorcycle was white and had
Michigan plates on it at the time
of the theft.
11:52 a.m: Speeding Vehicle Millican Rd. & Camp Creek Rd.
Oct. 6: 11:07 a.m: Vehicle Stop
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- McK. Hwy. & Cedar Flat Rd.
12:10 p.m: Abandoned Vehicle
- Marcola Rd. & Conley Rd.
1:04 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK.
Hwy. & Cedar Flat Rd.
1:35 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK.
Hwy. & S. Gate Creek Rd.
1:54 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK.
Hwy. & Goodpasture Rd.
2:45 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK.
Hwy. & S. Gate Creek Rd.
3:14 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK.
Hwy. & Goodpasture Rd.
4:01 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle McK. Hwy. & Thurston Rd.
4:20 p.m: Welfare Check 90400 blk, Sunderman Rd.
6:34 a.m: Weapon, Shots Fired
- 88600 blk, Skyhigh Dr.
Oct. 7: 5:57 a.m: Suspicious
Conditions - 92100 blk, Marcola
Rd. Caller reported building
shook (related to earthquake in
Sweet Home).
12:12 p.m: Abandoned Vehicle
- Marcola Rd. & Conley Rd.
1:04 p.m: Citizen Contact Camp Creek Rd. & McK. Hwy.
4:11 p.m: Assist, Follow Up 91800 blk, Horse Creek Rd.
5:10 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle Maple Ln. & Marcola Rd.
5:47 p.m: Citizen Contact 56300 blk, McK. Hwy.
6:38 p.m: Warrant Service 54800 blk, McK. River Dr.
6:05 a.m: Alarm - 39300 blk,
McK. Hwy.
6:53 p.m: Abandoned Vehicle
- 35000 blk, McK. View Dr.
9:42: p.m:  Burglary - 54700
blk, McK. River Dr. Caller
Continued On Page 9

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations
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State Police
Report
Oct. 6: 20:412: Driving
Under the Influence, Controlled
Substance – Blue River Dr. Hwy.
126E. Troopers responded to an
impaired driver complaint. The
caller believed the driver was
impaired and took the keys from
the vehicle, preventing the driver
from placing others in danger.
Trooper arrived, found the driver
to be impaired by controlled
substances and ultimately took
the driver into custody. When
the driver was searched troopers
located controlled substances in
his possession.

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue
Oct. 4: 10:53: 37000 block,
Worth Rd. Fall injury. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.
21:15: 38000 blk, Camp Creek
Rd. Medical, Trauma. Assist
LCSO.
23:44: 87000 blk, Lupe Ln.
Medical, General. Patient Refusal.
Oct. 5: 1:38: 40000 blk, McK.
Hwy. Medical, General. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported..
16:39: McK. Hwy. /Milepost
15. Subject Down. No Patient
Transport.
19:22: 88000 blk, Twin Firs
Road Medical, General. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.
Oct. 6: 7:01: 37000 blk, Camp
Creek Road Medical, Heart.
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.
13:27: 87000 blk, Upland
St Medical, General. Patient

Assessed, 1 Transported.
20:49: McK. Hwy./ Blue River
Dr. Mutual Aid. Cancelled by
Dispatch.
21:26: 46000 blk, McK. Hwy.
Public Assist. Lift Assistance
Provided.
Oct. 8: 5:42: 38000 blk,
MJ Chase Rd. Fall injury. Pt.
Assessed, 1 Transported.
17:14: 40000 blk, McK. Hwy.
Lift Assist. Lift Assist Only.
Oct. 9: 6:30: McK. Hwy. Mp.
18. Motor Vehicle Accident.
Unable To Locate.
McK. Fire & Rescue will hold
its monthly Board of Directors
meeting on Monday, October 17th,
at noon, in the Leaburg Training
Center, 42870 McK. Hwy. The
district maintains Facebook,
Twitter, and web pages. If you
have a question or concern about
any Fire District business, give
Chief Bucich a call @ 541-8963311. If he is unavailable, please
leave a message and he will
respond ASAP.

Upper McKenzie
Fire/Rescue
Oct. 6: 15:43: Medical - 54947
McK. Hwy. Adult male patient.
20:47: Motor Vehicle Accident
- McK. Hwy./Blue River Dr. Male
slumped over the steering wheel.
Oct. 7: 18:31: Medical – 54000
blk, McK. River Dr. Patient is
combative, has a weapon in the
vehicle.
The Upper McK. Fire District
board of directors will hold its
monthly meeting at 7 p.m on
Wednesday, October 19th, at the
McK. fire station, 56578 McK.
Hwy. in McKenzie Bridge.

Nadine Scott, broker

Top Producer at
Windermere Real Estate since 2010*

541-915-0807
nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

* based on Winderemere’s annual Top Producers List

We have over 30 years experience specializing in McKenzie Real Estate.
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance
with all your real estate needs.

Subscribe TODAY!
tinyurl.com/2vf5caa6
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Bloody manhunt for “King of Western Outlaws”
CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK

By Finn J.D. John
“The whole damned country
was full of militia, and many of
the boys were potted,” Detective
Joe Day of the Portland Police
Department told writer Stewart
Holbrook many years later. “They
shot at everything, and Clark and
Cowlitz counties sounded like the
Spanish American War all over
again. It was the most dangerous
place I was ever in.”
These boozy posses may have
made the countryside dangerous
for everyone, but they would have
been no match for a professional
killer like Tracy. Even stone-sober
law-enforcement
professionals
had trouble on the few occasions
when they caught up with him that
summer.
Tracy wasn’t long in Oregon.
On June 16 he and Merrill held
up three men on the south bank
of the Columbia River in Portland
and made them row them across
to Washington.
Newspaper readers then got to
follow their progress by the reports
of farmers and homeowners. The
outlaws would approach them
with guns out, “request” dinner,
make some small talk, requisition
some supplies, and be on their
way.
One such homeowner reported,
on July 3, that Tracy had appeared
alone, and told him that he had
killed David Merrill. “I was tired
of him anyhow,” Tracy said,
according to this citizen.
Tracy had said he was headed
for Hole-in-the-Wall Pass; but
for some reason, he didn’t seem
in too big a hurry to get there.
After reaching Washington, his
trail really meandered. He spent
months lurking around the Seattle
area, hijacked another boat to get
to Bainbridge Island, came back,
forced a farmer to buy him some
fresh ammunition and a new
revolver, and even kidnapped a
Swedish farmhand as a personal
servant for a few days.
But by the end of the month,
Tracy seems to have decided it
was time to go to ground, and
he left Seattle headed east. He
resupplied from a homeowner
in Palmer on July 23, and then
was not heard from till Aug. 5,
when a farmer near Odessa came

Oregon State Archives
The Oregon State Penitentiary’s report on the Tracy-Merrill prison break,
with Tracy’s mugshot attached.
home and found a note pinned
to his door: “To Whom it May
Concern,” it read. “Tell (Sheriff)

Cudihee to take a tumble and let
me alone or I will fix him plenty. I
will be on my way to Wyoming. If

Keep in Touch
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the McKenzie’s
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your horses are good would swap
with you. Thanks for a cool drink.
—Tracy.”
But, time was running out.
The following day, Tracy found
himself pinned down by rifle fire
in a wheat field near Creston,
and this time he couldn’t shoot
his way out. After taking a bullet
that cut a leg artery and another
that broke his other leg, the dying
bandit gave himself the coup de
grace with his Colt .45, bringing
the curtain down on the Wild West
Outlaw era in proper Wild West
Outlaw style.
Tracy had been on the lam for
58 days and had killed 11 people
along the way. During that time,
he’d furnished eager newspaper
readers with a gripping story, and
by the end he was the most famous
person in the country. When he
was finally dead, souvenir hunters
stripped his corpse bare of clothes
and hair, and authorities felt it was
necessary to melt his face off with
vitriol (sulphuric acid) so that his
corpse could not be dug up and put
on display by some enterprising
body-snatcher later on.
The melting of the face might
lead some to wonder if the body
brought back was really that of
Harry Tracy; after all, the reward
on his head was huge. If we
can believe then-inmate Joseph
“Bunco” Kelley, though (not
always a smart thing to do, but in
this case it’s probably safe), the
body that was brought back to the
state penitentiary and displayed to
all the inmates was definitely that
of Tracy.
But Bunco did report something
else that’s odd in this story: The
body brought back to the pen that
was identified as David Merrill’s
was not David Merrill. It was
someone else.
In his 1907 book, Kelley
writes that David Merrill’s ankle
had a big, ugly scar from the
many months he’d had to wear
an “Oregon Boot” shackle.
Kelley, who worked in the prison
bathhouse as a trusty, had seen the
scar many times.
Merrill’s body had been found
on July 14, after two weeks
baking in the sun; and the face
was unrecognizable. But the skin
of the ankle was still intact … and
unscarred.
King of Western Outlaws - Page 8
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By Slim Randles

Just having a cup of coffee with
Windy Wilson can sometimes be
educational. Today?
Well…
Alphonse Wilson here, just
celebratin’ a nice day with poetry.
So you’re prolly askin’ yourself,
how do you go about writin’ a
poem Windy? See, you just gotta
sling yerself into a artistical
mood. You know, like them Dutch
masters used to do before they
died and got made into cigars.
You start out kinda easy, and think
about lilies and daffodils and leetle
fluffy cloudlets that might grow
into a storm someday. Then you
throw in a look that a puppy gives
you … one a-them looks of love
like just before he throws up on
the rug. That’s how you do it. Then
you just get a pencil and a piece of
paper and rip ‘n snort.
So here’s my poem today. I call
it “Circulational Quandary” by
Alphonse Wilson.
I wandered lonely as a heart
That sends my corpuscles
through waiting veins
And all the might of pumping
blood
Couldn’t hold onto them reins.
Bold rider, never, never canst
thou smooch
Lady Fair upon the mouth.
Nay I say to you naysayers
Or just keep ridin’ south
Oh beats my heart with
laughing
At corporational cruds,
I right now feel like quaffing
A six pack of good suds
And though you come out
bleedin’
And need a tranfusional fix
It sure beats hell out of weedin’
The garden out here in the
sticks.
Well, there it is … do you feel
transformnational? Boy howdy I
sure do.
Nothin’ like a poem to get a
cowboy’s mind right, you know.
And you can tell ‘em I said so.
------------Brought to you by ol’ Windy
hisself, on “Home Country
with Slim Randles” on a classic
country radio station near you.

Quote of the Week

“There is no kind of dishonesty
into which otherwise good people
more easily and frequently
fall than that of defrauding the
government.”
Benjamin Franklin

$31/yr
tinyurl.com/
2vf5caa6
rivref2@gmail.com
59059 Old McK. Hwy
McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

Emergency?
Call 911
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By Kym Pokorny

Dropped needles not necessarily bad

Watching trees turn bewitching
shades of orange, red and yellow
is part of the magic of autumn, but
seeing the needles on conifers fade
to yellow and fall to the ground
can be unnerving.
Such botanical behavior is
natural, said Paul Ries, urban
forestry specialist for the Oregon
State
University
Extension
Service. Evergreen conifers shed
needles just as deciduous trees
lose leaves; it just happens over a
longer period of time.
“The difference is that with
deciduous trees they do it all at
once in a shorter time span,” he
said. “Evergreen conifers shed
needles from summer through
fall. And those that fall are only a
fraction of the total needles.”
Depending on the species, it can
take anywhere from two to seven
years for a conifer to lose and grow
all its needles.
“When you look at a conifer,
yes, it’s technically evergreen
because it’s always green,” Ries
said. “But you’re not looking at
the same needles all the time. They
shed the oldest needles every year.
People think they’re not in good
health. But in reality they’re just
going through the normal cycle.”
The outermost needles are the
newest, so those dropping are in
the interior and less likely to be
noticed. If other areas of the tree
are turning yellow, then it’s time
to get advice from your local
Extension office or a certified
arborist. In the past two years,
large numbers of Oregonians have
watched some of their conifers –

largely Douglas-firs – turn brown
and sometimes die. That damage,
Ries said, is the result of drought
and also a problem that should be
referred to experts.
A few conifers do lose all
their needles in one year, namely
western larch (Larix occidentalis),
dawn redwood (Metasequoia
glyptostroboides) and bald cypress
(Taxodium distichum). So if you
see one of these trees without
needles in winter, no need to
worry.
If all this talk about conifers is
making you feel like adding one to
your landscape, fall is a fine time
to plant one. Fall and winter rains
will keep the tree watered and give
it a good start. But before you take
a trip to the nursery and plunk
down your money, Ries said to do
some homework first and choose
the right tree for the right place.
“One call I often get is from
people worrying about trees too
close to the foundation of their
house,” he said. “The rule of
thumb is if you have a small tree
like a vine maple or Japanese
maple, it’s OK close to the house.
A large-growing tree like an oak
should be at least 20 feet from the
foundation.”
Get help choosing a tree, with
Extension’s free app designed for
iOS and Android tablets called
Selecting, Planting and Caring for
a New Tree, co-authored by Ries.
A downloadable publication is
available for those without tablets.
Paul Ries’ recommendations for
planting a tree:
Dig a hole that’s two to three

times the width of the tree’s root
ball, but only deep enough for the
root ball to sit 1 to 2 inches above
the ground. A wide hole will allow
better root growth and is especially
important in compacted soil. The
hole should be the same width at
the top and bottom.
Use a shovel or other tool to
roughen the sides of the hole,
which will allow roots to grow
into surrounding soil. Remove
any roots or debris.
Be sure to remove twine from
trees wrapped in burlap.
Tamp down soil in the bottom
of the hole. Place tree in the hole,
making sure it sits above ground
by at least 2 inches to allow for
settling. The biggest mistake
people make, Ries noted, is to
plant a tree too deep.
Fill in hole with the soil you dug
from it. Although you don’t need
to, you can add a soil amendment.
Don’t use more than a ratio of
one-third soil amendment to
two-thirds native soil. It’s not
necessary to add fertilizer until
tree is established, about a year
after planting.
Mulch around tree, keeping
mulch away from the top of the
root ball.
Most trees don’t need to be
staked because young trees left
to stand alone develop a stronger
trunk. But an especially weak tree
or one planted in a windy area will
need to be staked for the first six
months to a year. Use two stakes
and straps or hose. Don’t use wire,
which will cut through the bark.
Always remember to remove the
stakes and ties.

Country Kitchen
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By Mary Emma Allen
AUTUMN’S GLORIOUS
COLORS
As I drove over the back road
route to my dentist appointment,
I was in awe of the brilliantly
colored leaves along the stone
walls, in dooryards and on the
hillsides. The leaves of autumn
in New England and other parts
of the country, enthrall us with
their red, orange and yellow hues.
This lifts our spirits, brings back
memories, while adding joy and
color to our lives.
Although
the
colorful
surroundings
don’t
dispel
challenges
and
disquieting
situations, they seem to make it
easier for us to confront tasks that
seem impossible.
Some Autumn Sights and
Sounds....
° Watching youngsters frolicking
joyfully in piles of leaves.
° Walking along paths and
sidewalks as we swish our feet
and hear leaves crackle
° Looking for stonewalls
winding around the edges of fields
and old home sites
° Listening to squirrels
scampering among fallen leaves
as they search for acorns to store
as winter food
° Gazing at mountains dotted
with vibrant color
° Enjoying the crisp,cool air,
especially with sun and breezes
° Looking at frost in the
morning that formed on the grass

and garden overnight
° Picking apples on school field
trips or family outings
° Enjoying the aroma of apple
cooking (applesauce, pie, cobbler
and cake) in the kitchen
° Spying colorful pumpkins in
fields, at farm stands and on front
porches
Apple Cake...I made this cake
with the help of first graders after
their apple picking field trip. Their
teacher asked me to call upon each
of the 10 children to perform a
task. They were thrilled.
Start with a box of yellow or
vanilla cake mix. (You could
substitute spice cake mix.)
Follow the directions on the box
for mixing the cake. Pour into a
greased 9x13-inch pan.
Place thin apple slices over
the entire top of the cake. Mix
together granulated sugar and
cinnamon. Sprinkle this over the
cake and apples. Bake according
to the directions on the box.
(Of course, we had no oven in
the classroom. So I took it to the
kitchen where the chef’s assistant
baked it for us.) Later in the
day, the youngsters enjoyed the
cake made from apples they had
picked.
(c) Mary Emma Allen
(Mary Emma Allen writes and
substitute teaches in NH. E-mail:
me.allen@juno.com)

Underground
Electric Service Lines
Reimbursement
Program
About
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Community Notes
The Lane County Sheriff’s Office is advising the public of a
water obstruction on the McKenzie River approximately 2.2 miles
downstream from Paradise Campground. This is near milepost 52
on the McKenzie Hwy.
Due to a tree down across the
river, the channel is completely
blocked and not safely navigable.
Current information on water
obstructions and safety tips, is provided by the Oregon State Marine
Board at www.oregon.gov/osmb

In addition to construction, the
work of the VMCC’s board continues, and two director’s terms of
office have expired: Gerry Aster,
Vice President and Kim Esser,
Member. Confidential ballots can
be returned by mail, but members
and friends are urged to attend the
brief but important meeting to fill
these two seats, to learn the status
of the rebuild and to discuss VMCCs vision for the future.meeting will be start at 11 a.m. at the
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian
Church, 88983 Walterville Loop,
Walterville.

October 14
McK River Food Pantry

October 16
Save Leaburg Lake

McKenzie River blocked

Free groceries provided in
accordance with Oregon Food
Bank and Food For Lane County
guidelines for food distribution to
those in need. 11 am - 1 pm, every
2nd & 4th Friday @ McKenzie
High School (New Gym )

October 15
VMCC Annusl Meeting

The annual membership meeting of the Vida McKrnzie Community Center, traditionally held
in May, was postponed due to the
demands of the rebuilding effort.

An Invitation
to Worship

People who want to show their
support for preserving Leaburg
Lake and the Dam that created it
are invited to show up on Sunday,
October 16th, at 3 p.m. Options
include creating a flotilla of boats,
kayaks and paddleboadsfor a
float onthe lake or joining in on a
march across the dam. Chips and
soft drinks will be provided.

October 17
McKenzie Fire & Rescue

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold
its monthly Board of Directors
Living Water Family Fellowship

Pastor - Doug Fairrington
52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820
Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.
Come early for a meet and greet continental
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.
Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church

St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge
Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am;
web page: sblodge.opwest.org

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, either in church on
Hwy. 126 just east of Walterville, or on our Facebook livestream. You
may also make prayer requests, or request an emailed or earth-mailed
bulletin -- phone or send email to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@
gmail.com, 541-914-1986. We would love to meet you!
Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

meeting at noon, at the Leaburg
Training Center from noon to 1
p.m.

October 19
Upper McK Fire Board

The board of directors will meet
at 7p.m. 56578 McK. Hwy. in
McKenzie Bridge.

October 20
Leaburg Food Pantry

Leaburg Food Pantry. Free
groceries provided in accordance
with Oregon Food Bank and Food
For Lane County guidelines for
food distribution to those in need.
3 - 6 p.m. Behind the McKenzie
Bible Fellowship Church, 45061
McKenzie Hwy.

October 28
McK River Food Pantry

Free groceries provided in
accordance with Oregon Food
Bank and Food For Lane County
guidelines for food distribution to
those in need. 11 am - 1 pm, every
2nd & 4th Friday @ McKenzie
High School (New Gym )

October 28
Trunk or Treat

A “Trunk or Treat” event will
be held from 6 to 8 p.m. in Rainbow on October 28th. Everyone
is welcome to take part in activities like pumpkin painting, music,
treats, a best trunk contest, and
much more. To participate, all us
(541) 822-3341.

Thursday, October 13, 2022

November 3
Business Resource Fair

The McKenzie Rebuilds Economy Subcommittee is hosting a
Business Resource Fair for all
businesses impacted by the Holiday Farm Fire. It will be held on
Thursday, November 3rd, from 4
to 6 p.m. at McKenzie Fire & Rescue in Leaburg (42870 McKenzie
Hwy). Local, county and state
agencies will be available to answer questions and share information about resources that are available. Refreshments served. RSVP
requested: email Sofia Castellanos
at acastel2@pdx.edu.

November 11
Spaghetti Feed

ing its annual Spaghetti Fee and
honoring veterans with a red,
white, and blue theme. On the
menu is spaghetti with red meat
sauce, salad, garlic bread, drinks,
and cookies for dessert. It will be
held at the Walterville Community Hall, located at 39259 Camp
Creek Road in Walterville from 5
to 7 p.m. Donations, including
canned food items for the upriver
food bank, are always welcome

November 12
Dime At A Time

The Blue River Bottle Boys
Collection/Sorting sessions are
held every Saturday from 9 11 a.m. at the Leaburg Store.
Donations can be dropped off
there as well.

The Walterville Grange is host-

Local earns 1st place at gallery
Gloria Tinker has taken the
Blue Ribbon in the Springfield
Mayors Art Show. The long time
McKenzie River resident was
awarded first place in the watercolor division with her “Prince Of
Peach” The full and varied exhibit will show through October 28th,
at Emerald Gallery at 5th & Main
Street. Gloria Tinker’s work can
be viewed year round at Coos Art
Museum in Coos Bay and Gallery
71/inside The People’s Wellness
Center at 71 Cenntenial Loop in
Eugene, and at gloriatinker.com

November 2
Blue River Park Board

The board will meet at 5 p.m.
More info @ /www.blueriverpark.
com.

November 2
Blue River Water Board

The will meet at 7p.m. More info
@ www.blueriverwaterdistrict.
com.

Rural Tourism Marketing Program Quotes

Rural Tourism Marketing Program Quotes
Opening date: October 11, 2022
Closing date: November 10, 2022
Program Year: January 2023 through December 2023		
Contract: $36,238
The Lane County Community and Economic Development
Program requests proposals from community groups, chambers of
commerce, and other tourism marketing providers to implement the
Lane County Rural Tourism Marketing Program in the McKenzie
River area.
Scope of Work: Submit a Rural Tourism Marketing Program
(RTMP) proposal that addresses the Mission Statement and Project
Criteria of the Lane County Rural Tourism Marketing Program.
(Copies available from contact information below).
Criteria for Proposal Selection:
* Proposals must address the countywide RTMP mission and
project criteria with specific activities in the McKenzie River area.
* Proposals must include activities/projects that market tourism
events and attractions throughout the entire McKenzie River, from
Walterville to McKenzie Bridge. The package must be comprehensive.
* Proposals must provide a detailed budget and timeline for all
activities/projects.
* Proposals must include a section on monitoring and evaluation
of the effectiveness of activities/projects included in the plan.
All proposals must be received at the Lane County Public Service Building Attention: Jenna Cusimano, Community & Economic
Development Program located at 125 E. 8th Avenue, Eugene,
Oregon 97401 or via email to Jenna.Cusimano@lanecountyor.gov
by November 10, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. Proposals
received after that time will not be considered for
funding. FAXED copies of an application will
not be accepted. Lane County expects to make a
selection within 30 days of the closing date.
If you have any questions, or a document
request, please call Jenna Cusimano, Community
and Economic Development Program at (541)
682-3747 weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m. or email Jenna.Cusimano@lanecountyor.gov

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie
Valley
McKENZIE
DISPOSAL L.L.C.

Read River Reflections on the go
with your mobile device

DARIN and CHERI FULLER
Owners

Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott Woods
Owner

Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing
Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal
CCB#183064

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com
centurytrees@yahoo.com

Subscribe and receive the weekly color
edition via email every Tuesday

$3100/Year - tinyurl.com/2vf5caa6
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Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirthell
Playing House
My wife and I are newlyweds,
and we have had our first fight.
We were out of town on vacation.
To make a long story short, we got
on each other’s nerves due to the
flight delays.
After a huge argument, we
came home separately. She wants
a divorce after only three months
of marriage. She is a dominant
person, a spoiled brat, a daddy’s
girl, and a Leo by zodiac.
By nature, I am an impatient
person and a Taurus. I am not
now in our home and desperately
want to reconcile. I suggested
counseling, but does that really
help? She is stubborn, difficult
to talk to, and easily annoyed.
For the last week, all I have been
doing is annoying her.
I decided to give her some time
alone. Am I doing the right thing?
She has these inner demons when
she gets angry, and I don’t know
how to approach her.
Reuben
Reuben, years ago Wayne had a
landlady named Margaret Richter.
Margaret was a spry 90 when he
first knew her. One day she looked
Wayne square in the eye and said,
“I don’t believe in divorce. I
believe in a fight to the finish!”
It looks like your bride kayoed
you in the first round. Don’t look to

the stars for a solution. The reasons
for your problems are earthbound. This separation allows her
to resume being a spoiled girl, not
a woman interested in going 15
rounds with you.
The party is over. She wasn’t
looking for marriage. She
wanted the excitement of the
proposal, engagement, wedding,
honeymoon,
and
vacation.
Three months later, with little
provocation, she wants a divorce.
Has she already calculated it’s
been long enough to keep the
wedding gifts?
An honest confrontation is the
only thing likely to lead to an
honest conclusion. My guess is
she would rather be Daddy’s little
girl than your wife.
Tamara
Another Man’s Wife
For three years, I have worked
with a woman, and we have
been great friends. There were
more feelings discussed earlier,
but she was betrothed to another
and followed through on that
commitment.
Since then, she says, although
there are fleeting moments of
happiness, her overall marriage
is not happy. She does not get the
treatment any woman deserves
from a husband, though I admit
my viewpoint is biased.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Assisted Living
Looking for assisted living, memory
care, or independent living? A Place
for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-844-923-5005 today!
Coins & Jewelry
Buying US and foreign coins,
currency, tokens, gold, silver, & jewelry.
North Star Coin & Jewelry, 650 Main
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-1/14
Dental Insurance
DENTAL
INSURANCE
from
Physicians
Mutual
Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-683-0634 www.dental50plus.
com/river #6258
Free
Rocks - landscape boulders &
tree fill material. All sizes, shapes &
colors - from fist to refrigerator size.
All you can load yourself free - loaded
& delivered for a small fee. 541-8963000 (best time a.m.) FI-j15.nc
Funeral
Major Family Funeral Home.
Family Owned Since 1961. Funerals
° Burials ° Cremations ° Monuments
° Keepsakes ° Video Tributes.   541746-9667.
Gutters
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debrisblocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-866-387-0730
Clear the Clutter
Overwhelmed with things the kids
don’t want? Pare down unused items
for improved well-being & safety. Call
Patty Starr - Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 541-896-1569 ,
ez2downsize@gmail.com
Life Screening
Stroke and Cardiovascular disease
are leading causes of death, according to the American Heart Associa-

tion. Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection! Contact
Life Line Screening to schedule your
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149. Call 1-855-993-5276
Medical Alert
MobileHelp, America’s Premier Mobile Medical Alert System. Whether
You’re Home or Away. For Safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call Today! 1866-996-0952
Personal
Missing people. Do you have a
family member or friend that disappeared under strange circumstances?
Is it possible an unknown animal was
responsible? We may be able to provide a wider audience in helping determine what became of your loved
one. Please contact us at wjevning@
gmail.com serious responses only
please. pwj-11/19
If you want to drink, that’s your
business. If you want to stop, that’s
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday
6:00pm-7:00pm
and
Sunday
5:00-6:00pm at the McKenzie
Valley Presbyterian Church, 88393
Walterville Loop, a block from the
Walterville Shopping Center. N/c-sub
5/15/-5/11/14
Phones
Great new offer from AT&T
Wireless! Ask how to get the new
iPhone 12 mini for as low as $0 with
trade in. While supplies last! CALL 1877-500-5954
Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students - Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced
- all ages. Professional jazz pianist,
classically trained with years of teaching experience. Located in Leaburg.
Please call or text 408.391.3477 or
email;
kimberly@liquidsister.com.
http://www.liquidsister.com
SKP8/16ruc
Portable Oxygen
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!

Since she married, I have
pursued other relationships. All
ended in disaster. Each time I fall
back on the feelings I have for her,
and even now, she admits she has
feelings for me.
It appears she is afraid to leave
her husband and is waiting for yet
another hurtful thing from him
before making any move. I don’t
want to take on the appearance of
a marriage breaker, but this man is
certainly not her other half.
She knows how deep my
feelings run, and that I’d wait for
her if I knew she would be there
in the end. I’m not sure what her
intentions are. Will she get fed up
and leave him? What do I do, be
the passive friend or aggressive
pursuer?
Edward
Edward, the comedienne Carol
Burnett once played a woman
waiting for her married lover
to divorce his wife. After each
rendezvous, Burnett grows older.
Finally, the man divorces his wife
and rushes to her apartment.
As usual, she is waiting by
the door for him. He thrusts the
door open, knocking her through
an open window. When he looks
around, he doesn’t see her, so he
rushes out and marries another
woman. In the last scene, the man
returns to Burnett, his old lover,
expecting to cheat on his new wife
with her.
This woman at work enjoys
your interest, pursuit, and
shared confidence. She enjoys
receiving foreplay from you, but
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she is married to another. You
are allowing your life to be held
hostage by another man’s wife.
Wayne &amp; Tamara
Wayne & Tamara are also the
authors of Cheating in a Nutshell,
What Infidelity Does to the Victim,
available from Amazon, Apple,
and most booksellers.

American Life
in Poetry
By Kwame Dawes
In “Beachcomber Nocturne”,
Lupita Eyde-Tucker beautifully
wrestles with the complex
relationship that we sometimes have
with nature, by first acknowledging
that there is a strange colonizing
impulse behind the manner in
which we apprehend and love the
natural world, by seeing it in our
own image. Her awe, however, is
also captured elegantly in her sense
of helplessness as a witness and a
creature of this grand design. For
some reason, I find myself coming
back to the phrase, “the ocean’s
purple evening”, so I consider the
poem yet another of those “odd
gifts” the world offers us.
Beachcomber Nocturne
By Lupita Eyde-Tucker
Pink seafoam leaves odd gifts for
me to find:
a puffed-up man-o-war, a
mermaid’s purse,
empty lady slippers, Sargasso
weed,

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and longlasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 833-980-0385.
Call 1-877-244-0346
Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are
meeting most Friday afternoons
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue
Training Center.   Please call Sara at
(541) 896-3059 for more information.
S=JS-2/25/10ruc
Satellite TV
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news & entertainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions
apply) Call 1-844-808-7532
DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-984-8961

LEGAL NOTICE

Estate of Carla Jean Smith
Notice to Interested Persons
Lane County Circuit Court Case Number:
22PB07608
Notice: The Circuit Court of the State of Oregon,
for the County of Lane, has appointed Anna Delara,
as Personal Representative of the Estate of Carla
Jean Smith, deceased. All persons having claims
against said estate are required to present the same,
with proper vouchers, to the Personal Representative at 2173 NE Broadway, Portland, Oregon 97232,
within four months from the date of first publication
of this notice as stated below, or they may be barred.
All persons whose rights may be affected by this proceeding may obtain additional information from the
records of the Court, the Personal Representative, or
the Attorney for the Personal Representative.
Dated and first published September 29, 2022.
Anna Delara, Personal Representative, c/o
Oregon Elder Law, 2173 NE Broadway, Portland,
Oregon 97232.
Attorney for the Personal Representative, Julie
Meyer Rowett, Oregon Elder Law, 2173 NE Broadway, Portland, Oregon 97232.

Services
Natures Friend Beautifying Co.
Property/rental cleanup, restoration,
tree work, blackberry & ivy destruction,
pressure washing, Int/ext. painting,
furniture refurbishing. Free appliance
removal. Call Scottish 541-913-8477.
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14
Got a hole in your wall? Give me
a call! The Wall Doctor - Serving the
McKenzie River area. 541-735-2317.
p-s15-n3
Standby Generator
Prepare for power outages today
with a GENERAC home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next power
outage: 1-833-306-2843
TV
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite
Needed. $40/month. 65   Channels.
Stream Breaking News, Live Events,
Sports & On Demand Titles. No
Annual Contract. No Commitment.
CALL 1-855-690-3970
Directv Stream - The Best of Live
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream on 20
devices at once in your home. HBO
Max FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) Call for more
details today! (some restrictions
apply) Call IVS 1-877-649-5547

This Space
For Rent
rivref2@gmail.
com
541-822-3358

as if these things could fill my
human needs.
I push my toes beneath the cold,
damp sand,
observe the ocean’s purple
evening.
A loggerhead rides up and heaves
her bulk
to dig a hole, deposit future in the
dark.
Until she’s done and slips back
out to sea
I sit and match her labored breath
to mine.
This sea: a Chevy engine revving
high
reminding me how everything’s
design.
We do not accept unsolicited
manuscripts.
American
Life
in Poetry is made possible by
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher
of Poetry magazine. It is also
supported by the Department
of English at the University
of
Nebraska-Lincoln.
Poem
copyright ©2022 by Lupita EydeTucker, “Beachcomber Nocturne”
from Jet Fuel Review, Issue #23,
Spring 2022. Poem reprinted by
permission of the author and the
publisher. Introduction copyright
©2022 by The Poetry Foundation.
The introduction’s author, Kwame
Dawes, is George W. Holmes
Professor of English and Glenna
Luschei Editor of Prairie Schooner
at the University of Nebraska.

Fishing
Report
McKenzie River: All hatchery
rainbow trout released into the
McKenzie River are marked with
an adipose fin clip and anglers must
release all non fin-clipped (wild)
trout in the mainstem river. The
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie
River below the Hayden Bridge and the McKenzie River upstream
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp
at Blue River - are restricted to
angling with lures and flies only,
and all trout must be released.
Fish Counts
October 6, Willamette Falls
Fall Chinook – 2,676
Winter Steelhead – 5,940

A Moment
in Oregon
History

By Rick Steber
(www.ricksteber.com)

October 13 - The fur trade in
the Northwest was initiated in the
late 1700s. East coast companies
loaded ships with brightly colored
cloth, blankets, scrap iron, nails,
pocket mirrors and buttons and
sent the ships around the Horn
and into the Pacific Ocean. Upon
reaching the Northwest, the
American sailors traded with the
native people for furs. The furs
were transported to the Orient and
exchanged for tea, silk and other
valuables. The ships continued
sailing east, and after having
been away from home for more
than a year and traveling around
the world, the sailors returned
home as wealthy men. This trade
was so lucrative that, in one year
alone, more than 18,000 animal
skins were exported from the
Northwest.
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King of Western Outlaws
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SUDOKU SOLUTION

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

Continued From Page 4
Of course, Bunco Kelley being
Bunco Kelley, it’s probably not
smart to take this as gospel. But
it’s definitely not outside the realm
of possibility that Tracy, knowing
he was basically doomed, might
have done his wife’s brother a final
favor by letting him go home and
framing up some poor bystander
to stand in for his corpse.
Tracy was the last of a dying
breed, the breed of the hardliving, deadly American Wild
West outlaw. A few years later,
the rest of the old Hole-in-theWall Gang, having been tracked
down and identified by Pinkerton
detectives, would be wiped out by

a detachment of Bolivian soldiers.
America was changing, and with
it Oregon — and there was no
room for men like Harry Tracy
in the new America. Not even in
the wild, rough frontier state of
Oregon.
(Sources: Sensational Escapes
from the Oregon State Penitentiary,
a book by Prisoner No. 6435
published in 1922 by Oregon
State Penitentiary; Thirteen Years
in the Oregon Penitentiary, a
book by Joseph “Bunco” Kelley
published in 1907, no publisher
listed; “The Last American
Desperado,” an article by David
J. Krajicek published in the New

Forest lifts restrictions

Fire restrictions on the Willamette National Forest have been
rescinded due to cooling temperatures and rainfall. Officials say forest fires are still a threat, so visitors
are reminded to remain vigilant
and minimize campfire impacts.
Fire Danger rating remain HIGH
across the forest and the Industrial
Fire Precaution Level (IFPL) is at
Level 2. During an IFPL 2, personal firewood cutting may resume; however, chainsaw use is
not allowed from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
A one-hour fire watch is required
after equipment is shutdown.
Recreationists should refrain
from campfires on dry and windy
days. It is illegal to leave a campfire unattended; campers should

bring plenty of water and have a
shovel on hand when maintaining
a campfire. Before leaving, make
sure any campfires are cold to the
touch.
Visitors should “Know Before
You Go” as fire area closures
from this year and previous years
remain in effect. Check road and
weather conditions before heading out as well as letting someone
know about travel plans.
Aerts are posted at https://tinyurl.com/ys5yrdhu and closures
at https://tinyurl.com/25tfzd8w
for additional information.
The latest updates are on
Facebook and Twitter @WillametteNF.

York Daily News on June 17,
2007; Wildmen, Wobblies and
Whistle Punks, a book by Stewart
Holbrook published in 1992 by
Oregon State University Press;
conversation with Jim Gardner
(member of Severns family),
August 2011)
Finn J.D. John teaches at
Oregon State University and
writes about odd tidbits of
Oregon history. His book,
Heroes and Rascals of Old
Oregon, was recently published
by Ouragan House Publishers.
To contact him or suggest a
topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com
or 541-357-2222.

Thank you
to the subscribers
and advertisers
that support
River Reflections’
mission to connect
McKenzie area
residents with local
news, activities,
accomplishments,
and history

MR R

Outdoor burning season delayed

The opening of the fall outdoor
burning season has been delayed
until November 1, 2022. The season, originally set to start Oct.
1, has been delayed by the Lane
County Fire Defense Board and
the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) due to a dry and warmer
than average weather outlook.
“Lane County remains dry, and
the current forecast does not call
for any rain,” said Lane Regional
Air Protection Agency (LRAPA)

spokesperson, Travis Knudsen.
Yard debris may not be burned
while the season remains closed.
Lane Forest Products, Rexius,
or Lane County’s transfer stations and dumpsites are resources
available to those who wish to
dispose of woody yard material
ahead of the burn season on Nov
1. Residents who burn during the
closed season are subject to violations ranging from $50 to $2,500
or more.

Caregivers
Continued From Page 1
She added people need more resources.
“We don’t have enough,” Smith
contended. “In fact, we don’t have
almost any programs to support
in-home caregivers.”
Smith explained Oregon has
applied for a Medicaid waiver
to ensure family caregivers can
get breaks through respite care.
She also noted professional caregiving from people who are not
family members or friends is lowpaying, although it is beginning
to change with recent unionization efforts in the industry.
Fred Steele, Oregon’s long-

term care ombudsman, agreed the
state is in need of more workers.
“There is a significant workforce shortage across the state
for caregiving,” Steele observed.
“Whether it be in in-home settings, but particularly in our longterm care settings.”
Steele emphasized the issues
caregivers face, especially in
long-term facilities, have garnered
more attention since the pandemic
began. He stressed it is most important to ensure workers have the
training, wages and benefits they
need to do their job successfully
and support themselves.

talk is cheap.
Local news
is valuable.
We know. ThGTGũUCƔQQFQHPGYUEQXGTCIGQWVVJGTGUQOGQH
KVIQQFCPFUQOGPQVUQIQQF$WVPQPGQHVJQUGVCNMKPIJGCFUECDNG
RWPFKVUQTPCVKQPCNYGDUKVGUECPFGNKXGTVJGNQECNPGYUCPFKPHQTOCVKQP
VJCVOCMGUVJKUCOQTGXKDTCPVCPFUWEEGUUHWNEQOOWPKV[
6JCVũUYJGTGYGEQOGKP.KMG[QWYGNKXGCPFYQTMJGTGCPFYGũTG
KPXGUVGFKPQWTEQOOWPKV[ũUUWEEGUUGUCPFEJCNNGPIGU6JCVOGCPU
HWNN[CPFHCKTN[TGRQTVKPIQPVJGGXGPVUKPQWTDCEM[CTFDWVCNUQ
RTQXKFKPICPQXGTCNNPGYUTGRQTVYKVJCJQOGVQYPRGTURGEVKXG
#VCVKOGQHRQNCTK\CVKQPCPFRCPFGTKPIǭYGUVC[QWVQHVJGHTC[
9GũTGEQOOKVVGFVQVJGNQECNEQXGTCIGVJCVOCVVGTUOQUV'FWECVKQP
6JGGEQPQO[*GCNVJECTG2WDNKEUCHGV[5RQTVUCPFVJGCTVU
#PFCDQXGCNNGNUGIQXGTPOGPVCEEQWPVCDKNKV[
5WRRQTVNQECNPGYU+VũUVJGIQQFUVWHH
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HALLOWEEN
ACROSS
1. *Trees in famous Wes Craven’s
horror movie
5. *Vampire’s altered form
8. Sheltered nook
12. Uh-huh
13. Fancy-schmancy
14. Rodgers of the Packers
15. “At ___,” to a soldier
16. I, to a Greek
17. With clear mind
18. *Popular Halloween decor
20. Alternative to Saran
21. Dionysus’ pipe-playing companion
22. Blue, but not as in color
23. Cause of wheezing
26. To that
30. Corn site
31. To “____ out” a competitor
34. Longship propellers
35. Synchronizes, for short
37. #34 Across, sing.
38. Magazine’s special feature
39. Per person
40. Like a certain fund
42. Thailand native
43. Embarrassed
45. Afternoon nap
47. + or - item
48. Sacrificial spot
50. What libraries do
52. *Eviction of a demon
55. Hair-loving parasite?
56. Cher, e.g.
57. Golfer’s equipment
59. “Beat it!”
60. Celt
61. On its own
62. Type of sailing vessel
63. Old age, archaic
64. Leak through
DOWN
1. *Michael Myers has only one in
“Halloween Kills”

2. Meadows
3. *Halloween face cover
4. Expression of exasperation
5. Ill-gotten gains
6. 19th century business magnate
John Jacob ____
7. Comparison word
8. *Witch’s pot
9. Killer whale
10. Emptiness
11. Last word in a fairy tale
13. Statue of mourning Virgin Mary,
pl.
14. Aquarium scum
19. Light sources
22. Pronoun for a ship
23. Away from harbor (2 words)
24. Popular animal protein replacement, pl.
25. a.k.a. doctor fish
26. Through, in a text
27. Sunrise side, pl.
28. *Not a trick
29. Plural of ostium
32. Common second person pronoun contraction
33. *Witch’s four-legged companion
36. *Leatherface’s signature
weapon
38. Hipbone-related
40. Family ____ and wing____
41. Stellar
44. Data transmitting device
46. Kane and Goldberg, of TV
48. Type of rotation
49. Cherished
50. Nessie’s home
51. European currency
52. Competitive advantage
53. Uncontrolled swerve
54. Remote control option
55. Dropped hallucinogen
58. Gene Vincent’s “Dance to the
____”

Salmon’s resiliency

temperature,” said the study’s
leader, Dana Warren, a researcher
in the OSU colleges of Forestry
and Agricultural Sciences. “The
loss of streamside cover during
a fire can lead to substantial increases in stream temperature, but
the effects of changes to stream
thermal regimes on salmonid fishes can be complicated. The fish in
this system proved to be quite resilient to these increased temperatures – at least within the range
that we saw here.”
The scientists stress that their
findings, which showed an increase in fish numbers in their
study areas over the summer, do
not indicate that wildfires pose
no threat to trout populations. In
the study, there did not appear to
be an immediate impact during
peak water temperatures in summer – which regularly got as high
as 24 degrees Celsius – but the
researchers did not, for example,
assess either long-term or lessthan-lethal implications of water
temperature increases.
“Acute mortality is important
but isn’t the only impact,” Warren said. “There may be sublethal
effects, like a weakened ability
to grow or reproduce. Given the
short-term nature of our observations, more research is needed on
the mechanisms that drive fish responses to warmer water temperatures, and long-term monitoring is
also needed.”
The research, published in Ecosphere, involved the 5,000-acre
Hinkle Creek Paired Watershed
Study area, second-growth timber
land in Douglas County owned by
Roseburg Forest Products. In September 2020, the Archie Creek
Fire consumed 131,542 acres in
the county, including the Hinkle
Creek watershed.
“The fire burned an area for
which we have all this historical
data on stream flow, water temperature, sediment, nutrients, and
fish,” said study co-author Kevin

Sheriff’s
Report
Continued From Page 3
reported that someone may be
living at their cabin without
permission.
Oct. 8: 11:09 a.m: Civil
Problem - Blue River area.
10:47 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle
- Cascade View staging area.
Oct. 9: 12:00 p.m: Civil
Problem - Blue River area.
1:37 p.m: Citizen Contact Upper Camp Creek Rd. & Camp
Creek Rd.
3:11 p.m: Civil Service - 8600
blk, Thurston Rd.
5:32 p.m: Reckless Driving –
Holden Creek Ln. & McK. Hwy.
5:55 p.m: Suspicious Conditions
-  36100 blk, McGowan Creek Rd.
Caller found a bag of bones on the
ground in the woods. Bones were
determined to be non-human.
Oct. 10: 11:05 a.m: Dead
Animal -  Marcola Rd. Mp. 4.
4:15 a.m: Suspicious Vehicle
– McK. View Dr. Mp. 5.
12:19
p.m: Unattended
Children - Millican Rd. & Bryant
Ln.
Comments as reported may
not be complete or accurate. If
further information is required
contact the Lane County
Sheriffs Office.

Continued From Page 1
Bladon, a hydrologist in the College of Forestry. “Going back
there and measuring the same
parameters provides some really
robust insight into the effects of
wildfire.”
Established in the early 2000s,
the Hinkle Creek study was set
up to see how the Oregon Forest
Practices Act and modern logging
systems protect forest streams
during harvest operations, looking at the effects of logging across
entire watersheds.
Scientists collected data on water quality, water quantity, fish,
amphibians, and aquatic invertebrates for five years before harvest and four years after.
For this study Bladon, Warren, and collaborators at Oregon
State looked at the native salmonids, cutthroat trout, and steelhead/rainbow trout (steelhead are
ocean-going, like salmon).
“These are ecologically, culturally, and economically important
species distributed across western North America,” Warren said.
“Recent studies have speculated
about the potential effects of climate change on trout and salmon
as summer stream temperatures
gradually rise above 16 to 20 degrees Celsius. Abrupt disturbances like fire can produce rapid and
substantial increases in stream
temperatures that provide insights
not only into how these increasingly common disturbance events
affect native salmonids but more
broadly how salmonids may respond to other aspects of climate
change.”
The Archie Creek Fire consumed the entire Hinkle Creek
catchment, including the riparian
area – three-quarters of the watershed burned at moderate or high
severity – resulting in summer
2021 stream temperatures that
regularly rose above 22 degrees
Celsius, roughly 7 degrees warm-
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er than prefire conditions.
“And there were two extended
periods, 10 days and six days,
where stream temperatures never
dropped below 16 degrees,” Bladon said.
Contrary to what the scientists
had expected, throughout the summer of 2021 fish abundances did
not decline – in fact, they actually
increased in the areas where fish
numbers were tracked both early
and late in the summer.
The persistence of trout in a
stream system with elevated temperatures following a fire is not
unprecedented, the researchers
note. But most of the studies with
those types of findings are from
regions generally warmer and
with greater fire frequency than
the western Cascades.
“Although temperatures increased beyond what’s considered the salmonids’ optimal
threshold in the Cascades, there
was no classically warm-warm
species present, so competition
from them was not an issue,”
Warren said. “A combination
of other factors could also have
contributed to the persistence of
salmonids: the high abundance
of cooler microhabitats created
by groundwater discharge; physiological recovery at night when
temperatures were cooler; and
an increase in food availability.
More investigation is needed to
know for sure.”
The National Council for Air
and Stream Improvement, the Oregon Forest Industries Council,
Roseburg Forest Products, and
the OSU Fish and Wildlife Habitat in Managed Forests program
supported this research.
Allison Swartz of the OSU
College of Forestry and David
Roon of the colleges of Forestry
and Agricultural Sciences also
collaborated on the study.
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Continued From Page 1
The way McKenzie Head
Volleyball Coach Mark has her
team progressing, with a loud and
proud McKenzie fan base in the
House, who knows?
This we do know! The doors
open at 5 pm in the Eagle
gymnasium, Thursday, October
13. Come see the new roof on the
iconic new gym and then get ready
to blow the lid off supporting
Coach Mark and Co. See all you
spoilers there!!
Dion finishes second in Stayton
Regis Invitational JV Race
McKenzie Freshman Cross
Country runner, Myra Dion
captured a second-place finish
in the Stayton Regis Invitational
Junior Varsity race last Thursday,
October 6, held at Stayton Middle
School. Dion toured the 3,000meter distance in 14:08.7 minutes,
finishing right on the coattails of
Willamette sophomore Maddy
Warberg, who won with a time of
14:07.0 min.
Eagle Freshman Will Meister
ran his Boys 3K JV race in
13:16.1 minutes and that time was
good for twelfth place. Teammate
Sophomore
Devon
Lawson
finished thirtieth, timed in 16:01.6
min. Sam Blake, a Junior out of
North Eugene won the Boys JV
race with a time of 11:45.9 min.
Eagles to Race in Philomath
Cross Country
McKenzie
Varsity
Cross
Country athletes Myra Dion and
Will Meister traveled across Lane

County to Philomath in Benton
County to run in the Paul Mariman
Invitational, held at Philomath
High School. That race was held
on Saturday, October 8.
Dion, running in the Girls
5,000 meter Junior Varsity race,
finished eleventh with a posted
time of 26:05.2 minutes. Meister,
took home a ninetieth place finish,
finishing the Boys 5,000 meter
Junior Varsity race in 26:19.7
minutes.
The Girls 5K JV race was won
by Monroe Senior Ella Hinton
in 23:13.9 min. and the Boys 5K
JV race was won by Philomath
Sophomore Warwick Bushnell,
who finished in 19:24.7 min.
Top-ranked Triangle Lake
tramples McKenzie
McKenzie endured a good oldfashioned football trampling last
Friday night in Triangle Lake.
Coming off a 78-47 rout win over
Jewell the week prior, the Eagles
were served a plate of reality and
some humility for dessert when
they toed up to the state’s topranked six-man football team.
Triangle Lake laid the wood,
so to speak, winning 73-0, all the
while running up 477 total yards
and holding the visiting Eagles
to minus 54 yards offensively.
Needless to say, the Lakers held
school and it will be up to the
young McKenzie team how it
receives the lesson.
Make no mistakes and no
excuses. This lop-sided defeat
may be one of the best “ahha‚” teachable opportunities for
McKenzie Head Football Coach
Neil Barrett. As the saying goes,
“if you want to be the best, you
have to play with the best‚” by all
appearances currently, it appears
as though the Lakers are hitting
their stride at the right time in this
initial OSAA-sponsored Six-man
season.
Hold on just a minute, however,

and don’t bet the farm just yet.
Those boys down in Southern
Oregon and over the hump in the
East fully plan to take a crack
at number one. And remember,
six-man and eight-man football
is a wide-open affair, known for
outrageous and unpredictable
outcomes. It may be banned in
Eugene, but look for the fireworks
to continue on the State’s smallest
rural gridirons.
Back to Lakerville, last Friday,
Eagle Senior Trent Peek passed
for 20 yards, completing 3 passes
out of 5 attempts. Peek also
rushed twice for minus 9 yards.
Teammates Griffin Withalm
carried 6 times, also for minus
9 yards, Allen Acevedo rushed
7 times for minus 22 yards, and
Solomon Acevedo carried 6 times
for minus 34 yards.
Surprisingly, as much as the
swarming Laker defense spent
time in the Eagle offensive
backfield, McKenzie suffered just
one sack. Triangle Lake recovered
3 fumbles, 2 caused by the Lakers,
and the hosts intercepted the
Eagles 3 times.
McKenzie sophomore Jovial
Jordan led his team with 1 pass
reception, good for 15 yards.
Defensively, the Eagle’s Withalm
totaled 9 tackles (5 solos), S.
Acevedo and A. Acevedo each
totaled 6 tackles (3 solos), Peek
finished with 6 total (4 solos),
Jamie LeClair totaled 7 tackles
(3 solos), and Levi Lockard had 1
solo tackle. Jordan finished with a
tackle assist.
It’s Elk season this week as
Coach Barrett’s Eagles host
the fifth-ranked Elkton Elks on
Friday, October 14, at 7 pm. The
Elks are currently enjoying a fourgame win streak, averaging 42
points scoring while only giving
up three touchdowns total in those
last four contests.

“Kayaktivists”
Public Affairs Officer for the
Willamette National Forest noted
that an internal regional review
of the Flat Country project file
was underway. “We will use the
review to ensure that our proposed
actions are in alignment with the
most salient science and shifts
in environmental conditions.,”
Robinson noted. She added that
“no project implementation will
occur until the review is completed
and findings are communicated
with Forest Service and Dept. of
Agriculture leadership.”
Although no date has been
announced for when the harvesting
contract would be offered to
bidders, protestors called on the
Willamette National Forest and
the Biden administration to drop
the Flat Country sale “in light of
the significant impacts it would
have on climate, wildlife habitat,
and community safety.”
Eric Schiff, a local resident,
said “in 2020, we lost our home
to the Holiday Farm wildfire.
Now just a few years later with
the Flat Country timber sale, it
is unfathomable that the Forest
Service is still proposing oldgrowth clearcut logging in the
McKenzie River watershed.”
The organizers say the Flat
Country logging sale has been
identified by the national Climate

Continued From Page 1
Forests Campaign as “one of
the most egregious examples of
mature and old-growth federal
logging projects set to take place
despite President Biden’s Earth
Day executive order to protect
them.”
A press release from organizers
said The McKenzie River Flotilla
was the first in a series of rallies
organized by the Climate Forests
Campaign to take place across
the country in the lead-up to

COP 27 (the UN Climate Change
Conference). Over 100 groups
including Sierra Club, Natural
Resources Defense Council,
EarthJustice, and Center for
Biological Diversity, are calling
on the Biden administration to
establish a rule that protects
mature and old-growth forests on
federal lands from logging as part
of the United States’ international
commitments to address impacts
of climate change.
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$422 million recovery funds
Continued From Page 1
and other support services
Grant assistance for the costs of
recovery and mitigation planning
will receive another $8 million.
Legal services - like title
issues and legal challenges - are
to receive $7 million, the same
amount that’s been allocated for
recovery counseling and housing
services.
Portions of the $422 million
in grant funds are available to
anyone who lost a home or is
still recovering from wildfire
destruction in Lane, Clackamas,
Douglas, Jackson, Klamath,
Lincoln, Linn, and Marion
counties.
The Homeowner Assistance
and Reconstruction Program
(HARP), is expected to begin
in early 2023. It will first focus
on fire survivors who are low or
moderate-income and haven’t
found a permanent home. People
who’ve started to rebuild or have
made a substantial down payment
toward the purchase of a new
manufactured home can receive
help for remaining costs under the
grant program,
More than 4,300 homes around
the state were damaged or lost to
the fires in 2020.
People should connect with a
disaster case manager (DCM) to

develop a plan and recovery goals
that identify unmet needs. They
work with survivors and provide
services such as referrals for
housing navigation, employment
training and procurement, family stabilization resources, and
mental/behavioral health connections. If survivors aren’t
currently connected to a DCM,
they should call the DCM hotline
at 833-669-0554.
Officials say housing navigators
are the best point of contact for
recovery issues, including help
with finding a new rental or
accessing financial assistance
to help rebuild or replace a
home. Information is available
at Re.Oregon.gov by clicking at
“Assistance available now.”
People should collect documents
they will need to apply:
° Evidence of fire impact (type
of home, proof of loss, household
size)
° Income and bank statements
(survivors will need their most
recent documents at the time of
application)
° Record any other benefits
or recovery supports received,
including insurance payments.
° Photo ID for all household
members over the age of 18.
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Protesters launched over 60 kayaks during their protest on Leaburg Lake.

59059 Old McKenzie Hwy.
McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413
rivref2@gmail.com
FAX 541-663-4550

Your community newspaper since 1978

