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Caller observed someone attempting to steal 
telephone wire.  The subject observed the caller 
watching them and left the area.

Lack of room?
Don’t let lack of yard space keep you from 

gardening this spring and summer.

Briefs... Suspect in ride share highjacking arrested in Vida
Driver was assaulted in Sisters and dragged out of his vehicle

VIDA: An incident that started at a mental 
health clinic in Bend wound its way across 
the Santiam Pass before ending with a car 
crash in Vida last Friday. 

During the course of the investigation, 
the Deschutes County Sheriff’s Office de-
termined the suspect, 21-year-old Joshua 
Davis Buck, was at the Deschutes County 
Stabilization Center when he requested 
a ride share service to Sisters. Once there 
Buck asked to be dropped off in the vicin-
ity of the Sisters Inn and Suites. When the 
vehicle came to a stop, the driver, Stanley 
Collins, was assaulted and dragged out of 
the vehicle.

According to police, Buck then stole the 

ride share vehicle and headed out of town, 
traveling west on Highway 20 towards the 
Santiam Pass. Deputies were able to deter-
mine the location of the stolen vehicle as it 
continued westbound on Highway 126. 

Deschutes County 911 Dispatch notified 
law enforcement agencies on the other side 
of the mountain to be on the lookout for the 
stolen vehicle.

Shortly after 3 a.m. a caller reported a  
car wreck near Milepost 34 of the McKen-
zie Hwy. A male on foot was suspected of 
being involved in the car-jacking. He re-
portedly tried to jump into a  pickup before 
attempting to grab the window of another 
vehicle that might have hit Buck as that 

driver avoided him.
At about 4 a.m., deputies with the Lane 

County Sheriff’s Office and officers with the 
Springfield Police Department responded to 
the reported multi-vehicle injury crash near 
Vida. Their investigation determined Buck 
had crashed the vehicle he had stolen in Sis-
ters, and was actively attempting to steal a 
second vehicle to continue his escape.

Buck was arrested and transported to an 
area hospital for evaluation and treatment of 
his injuries before he was transported back 
to the Deschutes County Jail where he faces 
charges that include first-degree robbery, 
second-degree assault, and unauthorized 
use of a vehicle, sheriff’s officials said.

Congratulations to McKenzie High grad-
uates Griffin Withaim, Jane Dellinger, and 
Salomon Acevedo, the Joe McCall Memo-
rial Scholarship recipients.  Each student 
will receive 1500.00 to help fund their first 
year of college. These exceptional students 
were chosen based on their community in-
volvement, academic achievement, and de-
sire to further their education. All three stu-

Getting ready for a comeback celebration 
Downtown Blue River was a beehive of activity last Saturday

Hands-on workshop links to area’s boatbuilding past
The Colorado River Dory was born in Keith Steele’s 1962 Leaburg shop

Ready to lace up your hiking boots? The 
McKenzie River National Recreation Trail 
is now fully open, following the comple-
tion of a new trail bridge connecting Trail 
Bridge Campground with the Deer Creek 
watershed. Trail #3507. The route starts in 
an old lava flow from Mount Washington 
and leads downstream. It crosses the valley 
floor, allowing more access to many popu-
lar recreation sites.

There are more than 500 trails in the 
Willamette National Forest - from short 
day hikes to wilderness backpack trips. 
Be sure to “Know Before You Go” when 
heading out by checking weather and trail 

Trails - Page 2

Congratulations - Page 2

Eight artists from across the country will 
exhibit work showcasing a variety of digital 
and analog photography processes, includ-
ing the collodion wet plate process, cyano-
type, infrared, and pinhole photography. An 
Opening Reception at the Maude Kerns Art 
Center is set for Friday, May 10th, from 5 
to 7 p.m. “Shifting Focus” features Barbora 
Bakalarova (Eugene, OR), Tracy Barbutes 
(Groveland, CA), Sarah Grew (Eugene, 
OR), Rob Hammer (Raleigh, NC), Eric 
Kunsman (Rochester, NY), Willie Oster-

Shifting Focus - Page 2

BLUE RIVER: People from all over 
the McKenzie Valley were busy over the 
weekend when a call went out for volunteers 
to help during a Cleanup Day. Over three 
dozen people were armed with rakes, 
pruners, bucket loaders, and motorized 
brush hogs last Saturday.

The activity was all in anticipation of a 
Rebuilding Block Party scheduled for Blue 
River this Saturday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The May 11th event is being sponsored 
by the McKenzie Community Land Trust 
(MCLT), McKenzie Valley Long Term 
Recovery Group (MVLTRG), and Locals 
Helping Locals (LHL).

“History is in the making!” was how 
Brandi Crawford Ferguson, Interim 
Executive Director, McKenzie Community 
Land Trust, summed up the work day. “It’s 
time to bring people together to celebrate 
great progress in rebuilding the community 

LEABURG: Transforming lumber into 
a craft capable of navigating Colorado 
River rapids was a task well underway at 
the McKenzie River Discovery Center last 
week. Twelve students who’d signed up for 
a ten-day class to loft, build, and launch 
a Colorado River dory—on the very site 
where Keith Steele built the first one in 
1962—accepted the chore.

Lofting the boat involved transforming 
initial drawings and photos into a full-size 
plan. Their result included all the curves of 
a boat that not only resembled what area 
guides used but included covered decks 
with complex curves.

By Thursday, they’d crafted most of the 
parts—frames and stems— using their loft 
lines as full-size templates. Luckily, they 
gained advice from dory builders Brad 
Dimock and Cricket Rust, who teach an 
annual class at the famous Woodenboat There was plenty of attention to detail as Brad Dimock cautioned the class to proceed slowly 

as they trimmed ribs under the watchful eye of Steve Steele.

Shoulders along Blue River Drive, the town’s “Main Street,” also benefitted during the Cleanup. 

Hands-on workshop - Page 12

Comeback celebration - Page 10

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/news/getting-ready-for-a-comeback-celebration/6753.html
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https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/news/hands-on-workshop-links-to-areas-boatbuilding-past/6741.html


WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date High Low Rain Releases
4/30	 37	 47	 0.39	 1,385	cfs
5/1	 38	 55	 0.07	 NA
5/2	 40	 55	 0.74	 490	cfs
5/3	 39	 62	 0.47	 NA
5/4	 42	 45	 0.83	 390	cfs
5/5	 38	 45	 	0.68	 375	cfs
5/6	 42	 50	 0.44	 322	cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
4/30	 NA
5/1	 NA
5/2	 NA
5/3	 NA
5/4	 NA
5/5	 NA
5/6	 NA
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5% chance precip
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dents plan to attend Oregon State 
University next fall. This memo-
rial scholarship honored Joe, who 
loved the McKenzie River area.

man (Canandaigua, NY), Osceola 
Refetoff (Los Angeles, CA), and 
Nolan Streitberger (Albany, OR). 

The exhibit is on view through 
Friday, June 7th, at 1910 E. 15th 
Avenue, at the corner of 15th and 

Villard, in Eugene. For more in-
formation, visit www.mkartcenter.
org or telephone 541-345-1571.

conditions and bringing proper 
gear, food, and water for the trip. 
For more info, visit https://www.
fs.usda.gov/detail/willamette/
conditions/?cid=FSEPRD528449. 
To learn more about the status of 
your favorite recreation sites and 
trails in the Willamette National 
Forest, visit Willamette National 
Forest -Recreation 

Is the TikTok Law
a Violation of the 

First Amendment?
By Kevin Goldberg

On April 24, 2024, President 
Biden signed as part of a foreign 
aid package passed by Congress a 
law that could ban the video app 
TikTok. But can the federal gov-
ernment ban an entire social me-
dia platform or other form of com-

munication? Or does that violate 
the First Amendment?

Because it’s almost certain 
that one or more lawsuits will be 
filed, we explore whether banning 
TikTok violates the First Amend-
ment.

What does the TikTok law do?
The law was originally pro-

posed as HR 7521, the Protecting 
Americans from Foreign Adver-
sary Controlled Applications Act. 
The law that passed is a modified 
version of that proposal. It has Guest Opinion - Page 13

Thank You
McKenzie Community!

On behalf of McKenzie Com-
munity Track and Field I (Cliff 
Richardson) would like to extend a 
heartfelt Thank You to all the vol-
unteers that worked the two Track 
meets this past week.  Your com-
mitment to our youth and those 
from other communities heålped 
put a cap on the 2024 Track Sea-
son at our beautiful Aaron and 
Marie Jones Community Track.  
Many of the visiting teams, their 
fans and coaches expressed their 
thanks and appreciation for the 
work you all accomplished.  Our 
2024 Track Season at the Aaron 
and Marie Jones Community 
Track has been declared a success, 
and that can be attributed directly 
to all of you who dedicate your 
time and efforts.  This past week 
the following folks volunteered 
(and I apologize up front if I miss 

listing any folks.  You are no less 
appreciated).  

Members of the MCTF Board 
of Directors:  Tim Hooten, Pete 
Petty, Melanie Brite, Monty Wil-
son, Cliff Richardson.  McKenzie 
High School:  Fred Heins, Jack 
Devereaux, Brad Ill.  Community:  
Brent Weiss, Megan Weiss, Allen 
Acevedo, Sandra Acevedo, Vero-
nique Loggins, Doug Fairrington, 
John Carlisle, Dan Willis, Sha-
ron Zook, Bill Schaefers, Elaine 
Bryson, Steve Birskovich, Con-
nie Richardson, Lorinda Marcy, 
Melissa Norlund, Aaron Norlund, 
Bob Wilson, Jane Wilson, Lisa 
Keevers, Vinnie Fulton, Neal Bar-
rett, Kayte Barrett, Brent Meister, 
Laurel Meister, Sha Spady, Mandy 
Jones, Paz RamRoopsingh, Rollin 
Cummins, Silvia Dion, Jared Tay-
lor, Lane Tompkins, Peter Drake, 
Ira Munkvold, Morgan Munkvold, 
Judy Cassad, Dennis Johnson, 
Chris Dion, Fen Willis, Cyrus 

Bennett, Ryder Vailes, Allen Ace-
vedo, Salomon Acevedo, Myra 
Dion, Noah O’Daol, Hayden Har-
bick, Auden Vailes, Breanna Ma-
rino-Kohnin, Lillia Meister, Will 

Meister, Atom Fetterhoff,William 
Valtinson, Jacob Peek, Sapana 
Mitchell-Chavez, Lyla Boydston, 
TJ Doolin, Jamie Savidge, Adrian 
(sorry, didn’t get your last name), 

and Alsea student/athlete Paisley 
Jacobsen.

Cliff Richardson
Blue River

been described as a “TikTok ban,” 
but it’s a little more nuanced than 
that.

The law applies to more than 
just TikTok. It uses the term “for-
eign adversary-controlled applica-
tion,” which specifically includes 
TikTok and its China-based owner 
ByteDance. But it also includes 
any app:

* With more than 1 million 
monthly active users who can 
generate content for others to see.

* That is controlled or at least 
20% owned by a “foreign adver-
sary country” (currently defined 
as China, Russia, Iran and North 

Korea).
* That, after going through a 

prescribed process, is determined 
to be a threat to national security.

It doesn’t say TikTok or other 
foreign adversary-controlled ap-
plications cannot operate – but it 
functions that way. ByteDance or 
any other owner or distributor of 
an app meeting this definition will 
have up to one year to sell their 
app or face a one-time penalty of 
$5,000 per user. TikTok has more 
than 150 million users in the Unit-
ed States, so it would have to pay 
$750 billion to continue operating. 
But even if it wanted to operate, 

the same penalty applies to any-
one who distributes TikTok, and 
no app store would make it avail-
able to users when faced with that 
penalty.

Does the TikTok law really ban 
TikTok?

The law’s supporters are quick 
to say it is not a ban – but a choice. 
It’s up to ByteDance to decide 
whether to sell the company, stop 
operating in the United States or 
pay a massive amount to continue 
operating.

Opponents say that the impact 

McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity Track 
and Field teams travel to Sutherlin 
High School on Friday, May 
10 and Saturday, May 11, to 
participate in the 1A-SD2, 3A-
SD5 Championships. Field events 
start at 1:00 pm and track events 
will begin at 11:00 am.
McKenzie Boys/Girls Close At 

Home 
Win End Of The Season Meet 

At AMJ
McKenzie’s Varsity Boys and 

Girls Track teams won their 
last meet at home, held at the 
iconic Aaron and Marie Jones 
Community Track and hosted by 
both the McKenzie Track and 
Field organization and McKenzie 
High School. The Eagle boys 
dominated their Mt. West League 
opponents, piling up 100 points 
on the afternoon, easily distancing 
second place Siletz Valley, which 

earned 42 points, third place 
Mohawk with 37 points and 
Mapleton, which finished fourth 
with 31 points. The McKenzie 
girls team won their meet with 
61 points earned, slipping past 
second place Mapleton with 53 
points, Siletz Valley third with 26 
points and Mohawk, which earned 
14 points for a fourth place finish.

Both Eagle teams were 
scheduled to participate in the 
Gilchrist Small School Invitational 
on Saturday, May 4, but the meet 
was canceled due to the weather 
forecast. McKenzie will spend the 
next week at the Aaron and Marie 
Jones Community track preparing 
for the District Championship 
meet to be held at Sutherlin High 
School on Friday and Saturday, 
May 10, 11. Athletes qualifying 
at the District Championship will 
participate in the 2024 OSAA 
1A State Championships held at 
Hayward Field on the campus 
of the University of Oregon on 
Thursday, May 16 and Friday, 
May 17.

Eagles Shine At Chilly/Damp
End Of The Season Meet

It was a typical Great Pacific 
Northwest Spring Day, located 
in the McKenzie River Valley. 
Chilly and damp for some, drier 
and warmer than expected for a 
few and most folks predicting 
the day’s forecast, wrong! It’s 

been referenced for many a 
year, that the most accurate local 
forecasters were the famous 
weather predicting Mt. Nebo 
goat herd down near Roseburg. 
All that aside, the McKenzie End 
of the Season track Meet ensued 
as planned and many thanks to 
the four teams and dedicated 
volunteers participating.

It was a fine day at the Aaron and 
Marie Jones Community Track 
and the collective participation 
highlighted what is really good 
when rural folks assemble, work 
and support each other while 
competing. A person might be 
prompted to say the “day was 
finer than a frog’s hair split three 
ways and tapered on the ends.”

Leading the Eagle boys, 
freshman Rhys Hamlow won three 
events. Senior Griffin Withalm 
and sophomore Will Meister 
earned two first individual event 
first place finishes and 1 each in 
a relay event. And senior Levi 
Lockard brought home two firsts. 

McKenzie girls were led by 
frosh Lilana Jones and Grace 
Weiss, both finishing first in two 
individual events and sharing a 
first in a relay event.

Hamlow’s wins came in the 
high jump, the pole vault, and 
the long jump. He cleared the 
high jump bar set at 5 ft. 0 in. and 

Sports Report - Page 11

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/opinion/thank-you-mckenzie-community/6758.html
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https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/sports/mckenzie-sports-report-may-9/6759.html
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

This Space
For Rent

rivref2@
gmail.com

Sheriff’s
Report

April 29: 4:40 p.m: Suspicious 
Conditions – McK. View Dr. & Hill 
Rd. The caller observed someone 
attempting to steal telephone wire.  
The subject observed the caller 
watching them and left the area.

April 30: 4:01 p.m: Assist, 
Follow Up - 48500 blk, McK. 
Hwy.

5:53 p.m: Attempt To Locate 
Drunk Driver - 39200 blk, McK. 
Hwy.

May 1: 4:20 a.m: Vehicle Stop 
- 35800 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

9:39 a.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- 87700 blk, Collins Ln.

10:28 a.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 35800 blk, Camp 
Creek Rd.

11:54 a.m: Theft - 88900 blk, 
Easy Ln. Ongoing civil issue.

6:02 p.m: Assist Oregon State 
Police - McK. Hwy. & Milepost 
22.

8:12 p.m: Minor In Possession 
- Cascade View staging area.

May 2: 5:00 p.m: Traffic 
Hazard - Deerhorn Rd. & McK. 
Hwy.

7:34 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Driving Under the 
Influence of Intoxicants- Shotgun 
Creek Rd. & Marcola Rd.

11:48 a.m: Vehicle Stop - 
Marcola Rd. & Shotgun Creek 
Rd.

May 3: 7:59 a.m: Alarm - 
89100 blk, bridge St.

9:22 a.m: Foot patrol - Clear 
Lake Resort.

9:26 a.m: Violation of 
Restraining Order - 48000 blk, 
Conley Rd.

1:38 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
Showalter Creek Rd. & Shotgun 
Creek Rd.

4:46 p.m: Mental Subject - 
88100 blk, Tiki Ln.

5:20 p.m: Reckless Endangering 

- 92000 blk, Marcola Rd.
9:17 p.m: Assist OSP - McK. 

Hwy. & Mp. 11.
9:26 a.m: Violation of 

Restraining Order - 48000 blk, 
Conley Rd.

May 4: 12:24 a.m: Screaming 
- 44500 blk, McK. Hwy.

9:11 a.m: Civil Problem - 
36600 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

9:16 a.m: Harassment - 36600 
blk, Camp Creek Rd.

9:20 a.m: Civil Problem - 
36600 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

10:55 a.m: Harassment - 90600 
blk, Sunderman Rd.

12:21 p.m: Illegal Dump - 
40500 blk, McK. Hwy.

3:57 p.m: Information - 90900 
blk, Angels Flight Rd.

4:37 p.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 87700 blk, Collins 
Ln.

May 5: 1:22 a.m: Theft - 
Terwilliger Hot Springs.

2:23 a.m: Theft - Terwilliger 
Hot Springs.

10:59 a.m: Theft - Terwilliger 
Hot Springs.

5:57 p.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 42000 blk, Deerhorn 
Rd.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie	River	Specialist
Exceeding	Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top	Producer	at

Windermere	Real	Estate	since	2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

*	based	on	Winderemere’s	annual	Top	Producers	List

May 1: 17:56: Crash, Non-
Injury – Hwy. 126E, Milepost 
22. Driver was eastbound, stated 
he was fatigued, closed his eyes, 
and crashed. The vehicle left 
the roadway and rolled. Airbags 
deployed, seatbelt worn, no 
impairment. Driver was cited for No 
Operator’s License, No Insurance, 
and Failure to Drive Within Lane. 
No other vehicles involved. Tow 
responded. Involved: blue Honda 
Civic, 18-year-old male from Blue 
River.

State Police
Report

April 29: 8:45: 87000 block, 
Cedar Flat Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, Refusal 
Obtained.

16:06: 46000 blk, Goodpasture 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

April 30: 2:44: 8600 blk, 
Thurston Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

10:30: 44000 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

12:19: 90000 blk, Angels Flight 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal Obtained.

May 1: 17:54: McK. Hwy./
Milepost 22. Motor Vehicle 
Accident - Patient Refusal, Traffic 
Control

May 2: 15:30: 42000 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Medical, Trauma. Patient 
Assessed.

May 3: 3:38: McK. Hwy. MP34 
Assist Police. Patient Assessed, 
Transported By LCSO.

13:55: 87000 blk, Lupe 
Ln Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Transported.

18:10: 89000 blk, Whitewater 
Rd. Medical, General. False 
Alarm.

May 4: 10:44: 39000 blk, 

Need to talk?
Call 988

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Click here:

Click here:

Busy?
Accessing via your phone?

McKenzie River Reflections
is now a “Talking Newspaper”

Just “click” when you see this image 
and have that text talk to you!

May. 3: 03:38: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Unknown Injury - McK. 
Hwy. Milepost 34. Male on foot 
is  the involved from car-jacking. 
Male is up and trying to jump on 
another vehicle. 03:40: Male tried 
grabbing caller’s vehicle.  She 
took off, might have run him over.

The Upper McK. Fire District’s 
board of directors will hold its 
monthly meeting at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, May 20th, at the McK. 
Fire Station, 56578 McK. Hwy. 
in McKenzie Bridge. 

Camp Creek Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

17:38: 40000 blk, Booth Kelly 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal Obtained.

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting on Monday, May 20th at 
noon, in the Leaburg Training 
Center, 42870 McK. Hwy. The 
district maintains Facebook, 
Twitter, and web pages. If you 
have a question or concern 
about any Fire District business, 
give Chief Bucich a call @ 541-
896-3311. If he is unavailable, 
please leave a message and he 
will respond ASAP.

9:20 p.m: Traffic Hazard - 
7500 blk, Thurston Rd.

May 6: 5:55 p.m: Illegal 
Dump – N. Gate Creek Rd. & 
McK. Hwy.

Comments, as reported, may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/police/sheriffs-report-may-9/6757.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/police/sheriffs-report-may-9/6757.html
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By Slim Randles

The	Case	of	the	Klondike	Kate	Katfight

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB	#50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com www.mckenzierivergiftshop.com

Doc hadn’t even finished 
loading his coffee with fake sugar 
before Steve piped up.

“I think it’s disgusting and weird 
and unnatural and it should be 
outlawed!” the tall cowboy said, 
coming to rest at the philosophy 
counter of the Mule Barn truck 
stop.

“Aw Steve,” said Doc, “the 
coffee isn’t that bad.”

“Coffee? Nay, I say unto you, 
Doc. It ain’t the coffee … it’s them 
Academy Awards on the television. 
You see them? All them good-
looking women Scotch-taping 
themselves into those dresses so 
they almost stay on? Those weird 
guys they’re with who only shave 
on Tuesdays?”

“And this makes you angry?”
“Sure does, Doc. Those folks 

make a lot more money than I do 
and all they have to do is dress 
up and talk to those red carpet 
cameras.”

“Those were two months ago, 
Steve,” said Doc. 

“I know,” Steve said, “I recorded 
them.”

“Well, Steve,” said Dud, “we 
can do just as good as they can. 
Stand up.”

Steve looked around and then 
stood slowly.  Dud picked up 
a bottle of Tabasco sauce and, 
using it as a microphone, turned 
to the breakfast crowd in the Mule 
Barn.

“Good morning, folks, and 
we’re so happy you could join us 
here on KRUD this morning to 
welcome our list of celebrities. 
Oh, look, it’s Steve, the pride 
of farrier life and heavy anvils. 
Steve, wherever did you get that 
outfit?”

“Well,” said Steve, grinning, 
“it’s a creation of Levi Strauss, 
and please note the genuine brass 
rivets.”

“Give us a twirl there, cowboy.” 
And he did, to great applause.

“And your headwear today, 
Steve, that would be what … 
Stetson?”

“Yessir. A genuine John B. 
Stetson original. Five ex beaver 
fur felt.”

“The sweat stains?”
“Those were added later, 

actually, Dudley. A genuine cow 
pen fillip to offset the otherwise 
stunning look of my entire 
ensemble.”

“So as not to overwhelm the 
onlookers, I suppose?”

“Precisely. We don’t want 
ordinary people to think they’ll 
never achieve this look, you see.”

“An admirable pursuit,” Dud 
said.

“Noblesse oblige, I believe,” 
said Steve.

“Not until lunch,” said Loretta, 
topping off the coffee mugs. 
“Breakfast special is bacon and a 
short stack.”

--- 
Don’t attend the Academy 

Awards ceremony without 
bringing an extra roll of Scotch 
tape. You could be a hero!

By Finn J.D. John
Part One

Imagine this story playing out 
on a television or movie screen 
near you (or a Vaudeville stage!): 

Fade in on a tall, rugged-looking 
woman in a bright-red “Sergeant 
Preston of the Yukon” outfit. We 
hear a voiceover from a gravel-
voiced Narrator: 

Narrator: “It’s June of 1901. 
In the Territorial capital of 
Whitehorse, ‘Klondike Kate 
Ryan’ is the first woman officer 
in the history of the Royal North-
West Mounted Police, a precursor 
agency to the famous Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, a.k.a. 
“The Mounties.”  

We see a slow montage of 
shots of Klondike Kate out on 
the streets of frontier Whitehorse 
doing Mountie stuff — perp-
walking crooks up the jailhouse 
steps, tacking up “Wanted Dead 
or Alive” posters at the livery 
stable, etc. — while the Narrator 
continues: 

Narrator: “The Klondike Gold 
Rush is at its height in the summer 
of 1901, so Klondike Kate has 
plenty to keep her busy. From 
Whitehorse to Dawson City, 
the Yukon Territory is crawling 
with unruly gold miners, or 
“sourdoughs” as they are called. 
For Klondike Kate Ryan, it’s all in 
a day’s work.”

Narrator (cont’d): “But then one 
day Klondike Kate’s supervisor 
suddenly calls her into the office. 
She wonders if she’s made a 
mistake or something. What could 
he want?”

Cut to Scene 2: Interior of a 
frontier police office with rifles 
on the wall and a big Canadian 
flag in the corner. A uniformed 
Supervisor is sitting behind a desk 
glaring at Klondike Kate, who 
looks shocked.

Supervisor (angry, shouting) 
“Officer Ryan! What’s this I hear 
about you moonlighting as a slutty 
exotic dancer in variety theatres 
and ‘gentlemen’s clubs?’ I can’t 
have Vaudeville hussies on the 
Force! What have you got to say 
for yourself?”

Klondike Kate: (baffled) “I 
don’t know what you’re talking 
about, sir. I can’t dance. I can’t 
talk. Only thing about me is the 
way that I perp-walk crooks up 
the jailhouse steps. Like that 
Vaudeville dancing hooker I 
busted for prostitution a couple 
months ago, for instance. What 
was her name? Kate something.”

Supervisor: “Well, that’s not 
what our sources are telling us. 
They say you are dancing in your 
underwear on the stage in front of 
a bunch of leering perverts and 
filthy sourdoughs six nights a 
week. Look at this filth!”

With that Supervisor holds up 
a handbill that reads “Klondike 

Kate’s Exotic Frolics! She Dances 
for Your Enjoyment at The Palace 
Garande Theatre, Six Nights a 
Week!”

Klondike Kate: (Puzzled, but 
with dawning comprehension) 
“I don’t — wait a minute, the 
Palace Grande, that’s the dingy 
doggery out of which that skanky 
hussy Kate What’s-her-name 
was working when I busted her 
for selling her sweet favors to 
sourdoughs! As she was going off 
to serve her month of hard labor 
for Aggravated Prostitution, I 
remember her glaring at me and 
swearing she would get me back. 
This is her revenge — identity 
theft! She’s stolen my nickname 
to get even with me! Can there be 
any other explanation?”

Supervisor: “Well, yes, there 
can. But I’ll give you 24 hours to 
round up proof that this striptease 
tart is someone other than you. 
After that, you’ll be fired!”

Klondike Kate: “I’ll get that 
proof, sir, and save my reputation 
and my job. You can count on me, 
sir!”

Transition to Scene 3: Outside 
the front door of a grubby, 
disgusting looking “gentlemen’s 
club” in the crappy part of town. 
A red light hangs over the door. 
Klondike Kate marches up to it 
and yanks it open and enters.

Cut to Scene 4: In the gloomy, 
disgusting interior of the frontier 
“Gentlemen’s Club.” Klondike 
Kate can see her self-proclaimed 

namesake on the stage at one end, 
capering about suggestively in a 
state of near-total undress while a 
bunch of filthy, unruly sourdoughs 
leer and holler catcalls at her.

The dance number finishes 
and the curtain comes down for 
intermission. Klondike Kate balls 
up her fists and storms up to the 
stage and jerks the curtain aside to 
enter.

Cut to Scene 5: In the backstage 
area, Fake Klondike Kate stands in 
her skimpy stage outfit. She looks 
startled at first, then a malicious 
smile touches her features.

Fake Klondike Kate: “Well, 
well, if it isn’t Officer Righteous 
herself. How do you like these 
apples, you holier-than-thou 
harridan?” 

Real Klondike Kate: (angry, 
shouting) “Stop calling yourself 
Klondike Kate, you brazen 
strumpet!” 

Fake Klondike Kate: 
(scornfully) “Forget it! That’s 
my nickname now! It started as 
a plan to get revenge on you, but 
I’ve decided I like it! Now all I 
have to do to perfect my revenge 
is to move to Los Angeles, hire a 
Hollywood agent and get a movie 
made. After that, everyone will 
think I am the real Klondike Kate 
and that you are the faker! That’ll 
teach you!”

A crestfallen Real Klondike 
Kate turns away in righteous 
disgust. Then her eye falls upon 
a playbill tacked upon the door at 
Stage Left. It is emblazoned with 
a picture of Fake Klondike Kate 
in her dancing suit, and the words 
“Klondike Kate! Six Nights a 

Week!” underneath. In a flash she 
leaps upon it, snatches it from the 
door and holds it aloft in triumph.

Real Klondike Kate: 
(triumphantly) “Aha! Now that I 
have this, I don’t care what you 
do, as long as you’re not still 
whoring around breaking the law, 
you dirty little trollop. I’ve got my 
proof right here.”

She smugly holds up the 
playbill.

Real Klondike Kate (cont’d): 
“With this proof that it is you and 
not me, the Real Klondike Kate, 
twirling around in a skimpy bikini 
in front of dozens of lecherous 
sourdoughs, I will redeem my 
reputation and go on to a long and 
rewarding career in frontier law 
enforcement. Farewell, thou dirty 
dirty Vaudeville ho, thou!”

Fake Klondike Kate: (sobbing) 
“Curses! I am robbed of my 
revenge!”

Cut to Scene 6: Outside the police 
station. We see Real Klondike 
Kate marching triumphantly up 
the street, playbill in hand, and 
entering the station as Narrator 
speaks in voiceover:

Narrator (voiceover): “And 
indeed, Klondike Kate Ryan would 
redeem her reputation that day, 
and go on to a long and rewarding 
career as a policewoman. But the 
dancer would make good on her 
threat. Years later, after leaving the 
Klondike, the fake Klondike Kate 
would indeed hire a Hollywood 
agent and sell her phony story to 
the movie industry.

“As a result, today when people 
talk about Klondike Kate, most 
people think of the dancer who 
stole the real Klondike Kate’s 
nickname and got Mae West to 
play her on the silver screen. The 
real Klondike Kate, history’s first 
identity-theft victim, is mostly 
remembered only in dry history 
textbooks, and in the hearts and 
minds of the few of us who know 
The Truth.”

Fade to black.
Great story, huh? Somebody get 

Netflix on the phone, this set-up is 
good for at least three seasons! 

But, of course, the story is 
completely bogus. The only 
historically accurate parts of it 
are the names of the characters 
and the occupation of one of them 
— that of Officer Kate Ryan.

The “Klondike Kate Catfight” 
narrative has evolved over more 
than 100 years of tellings and 
retellings in movies, TV shows, 
and books, ever since the release 
of a 1915 novel titled Ruggles of 
Red Gap by Harry Leon Wilson. 

Ruggles is a work of fiction that 
has, over the decades, managed 
to get merged into the true 
stories of two different frontier 
Yukon women, augmented and 
altered over years of creative 
embellishments by different 
storytellers.

The two women were, of 
course, “Klondike Kate” Ryan the 
frontier cop, and “Klondike Kate” 
Rockwell, the Vaudeville dancer 

Leland	John
“Klondike Kate” and an unidentified colleague pose in their costumes for a 
photo in Dawson, circa 1901. 

Klondike Katfight - Page 10

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/history/the-case-of-the-klondike-kate-katfight/6744.html
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Emergency?
Call 911

Gardening
Tips

DANDELION
TIME OF YEAR

The golden glow of dandelions 
spreads a carpet over fields and 
lawns. Some consider them weeds 
to be pulled and destroyed, while 
others look upon these blooms as 
decorative flowers and edible. 

We also associated dandelions 
with the arrival of robins and other 
spring joys. We never considered 
them nuisances in the lawn for 
they also provided us with food in 
the way of greens. (Those were the 
days when greens such as lettuce 
were offered only in summer at 
the grocery or our garden.)

I’ve always enjoyed the 
dandelions of spring, probably 
because of my associations with 
them in childhood. They provided 
brightness in the large lawn before 
our farmhouse after the drabness 
of mud season. They dotted the 
meadows where cattle grazed. 
Mother picked the green leaves 
and served them as salad or boiled 
or steamed. With the cooked 
greens she may have added salt 
pork or bacon.

One of my aunts also was fond 
of them and was so very annoyed 
when people crept onto her large 
lawn and vacant adjacent field and 
picked them ahead of her, usually 
at dusk or early morn. 

Picking Flowers for Mother
We children picked dandelion 

bouquets for Mother. I recall my 
brother pulling off the heads and 
handing them to her with pride. 
Mother arranged them in a cereal 
bowl of water, praising him as 

though he’d presented her with 
exotic blooms.

So today, I enjoy seeing the 
golden blooms in yards (even our 
own) and fields. This year they 
seem especially plentiful, as do so 
many blossoms and flowers, such 
as lilacs, daffodils, trillium, lady 
slippers, and others that grow wild 
in our woodland yard.

Spring Food Ideas
GAZPACHO - This chilled 

soup is low in calories and tasty. 
Also, it’s a no-cook dish so is easy 
to prepare. You can control the 
sodium and fat with your choice 
of ingredients; yet take advantage 
of the vegetables available 
throughout the summer.

Chop 2 medium cucumbers, 
1 medium tomato, 1 small green 
pepper, 1 small zucchini, and 1/2 
medium onion, 3 to 4 scallions 
into a large bowl. Then add: 4 cups 
low sodium mixed vegetable juice 
(some people like tomato juice), 1 
tablespoon fresh squeezed lemon 
juice, 1 teaspoon reduced sodium 
Worcestershire sauce. (You can 
leave out the zucchini and enhance 
with other seasonings of your 
choice.)

Cover and refrigerate for at least 
2 hours. Serve chilled in bowls or 
mugs. Garnish each serving with 
a sprig of parsley and slice of 
lemon.

(c) Mary Emma Allen

(Mary Emma Allen, who grew 
up on a farm, often writes about 
nostalgic and Inspirational 
topics.)

By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

This Space
For Rent 

rivref2@
gmail.com

Don’t	let	lack	of	room	discourage	you	

Click here:

By Kym Pokorny
The COVID-19 pandemic in-

spired millions of people to grow 
vegetables, but many don’t have 
room for traditional gardening.

Don’t let lack of yard space keep 
you from gardening this spring 
and summer. Many vegetables 
grow well in containers on a patio, 
porch, balcony or windowsill.

Small spaces make it hard 
to grow some of the larger 
vegetables, according to Brooke 
Edmunds, Oregon State University 
Extension Service horticulturist. 
For instance, growing corn on a 
balcony may not be practical. But 
a wide variety of crops can be 
planted, including lettuce, herbs, 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, 
carrots, beans, squash, radishes, 
strawberries, kale, chard and 
spinach.

There are some dwarf and 
miniature varieties, such as 
Thumbelina carrots or other baby 
vegetables that work particularly 
well in small areas. Vine crops 
can be put in hanging baskets or 
grown in oak barrels or large pots 
and trained vertically on trellises, 
stakes or railings.

The amount of sunlight avail-
able will affect your choice 
of crops, Edmunds said. Root 
and leaf crops (beets, turnips, 
lettuce, cabbage, mustard greens) 
can tolerate light shade. But 
vegetables grown for their fruits, 
including tomatoes, green beans 

and peppers must have from six to 
eight hours of direct sunlight each 
day. The more sun the better.

Almost any type of container 
can be used, from bushel baskets, 
metal drums, and gallon cans to 
plastic tubs, wooden boxes and 
well-rinsed cut-off jugs. Ten-inch 
pots are good for green onions, 
parsley and herbs. For plants 
with larger root systems, such as 
tomatoes, peppers and eggplant, 
five-gallon containers are best.

No matter what container type 
you use, adequate drainage is a 
must, Edmunds cautions. Drill 
drain holes along the side about 
1/2 inch from the bottom and 
make sure the soil drains well. It 
also helps to elevate the pot with 
bricks or boards, off the surface of 
your patio or pot saucer.

As in bigger gardens, container-
grown vegetables can be grown 
from seed, or they can be planted 
as transplants.

Good soil really helps. Use 
a packaged potting soil or 

composted soil available at local 
garden centers. These purchased 
potting soils make for excellent 
container gardening because they 
are lightweight, sterile and drain 
well. Do not buy topsoil; it can 
be heavy and drain poorly. Same 
thing with planting mix.

Plant vegetable seeds according 
to the instructions on the seed 
package, Edmunds said. After 
planting, gently water the soil, 
taking care not to wash out the 
seeds.

Vegetables grown in containers 
need regular fertilization. A 
soluble, all-purpose fertilizer 
that can be mixed in water is the 
easiest type to use with container 
plants. Fertilize every three to four 
days with a solution that is half 
the strength of the recommended 
mixing ratio.

Dry fertilizers sprinkled on 
top of the soil offer a second-
best alternative. If you use them, 
fertilize every three weeks. Organic 
materials including compost, 
animal manures, blood meal or 
rock phosphate and greensand can 
be used for fertilizer as well.

Regular watering is also 
essential, Edmunds said. The 
soil in containers can dry out 
quickly, especially on a concrete 
patio in full sun. Daily watering 
is not unusual, but don’t let the 
soil become soggy or have water 
standing on top of it. Water when 
the soil feels dry and until it runs 
out the drain holes. After spring 
and early summer crops are 
harvested, the containers can be 
replanted with late summer and 
fall vegetables.

For more information on 
container gardening and 
other gardening basics, view 
OSU Extension’s publication 
Growing Your Own Protect Your 
Investment.

PUBLIC NOTICE

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/garden/dont-let-lack-of-room-discourage-you/6745.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/garden/dont-let-lack-of-room-discourage-you/6745.html
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Community Notes
May 9

Vida/McK Community Ctr
The Vida McKenzie Community 

Center Board will meet from 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m. at 90377 Thomson 
Lane in Vida.

May 9
Watershed Council

The McKenzie Watershed 
Council’s mission is to foster better 
stewardship of the McKenzie 
River watershed resources, 
deal with issues in advance of 
resource degradation, and ensure 
sustainable watershed health, 
function, and use. Location varies, 
please contact Melanie Giangreco, 
McKenzie Watershed Council 
Operations Assistant. Meetings are 
from 5:00pm - 6:30pm. Contact: 
Melanie Giangreco (458-201-
8150) melanie@mckenziewc.org

May 10
Second Friday Art Walk

The 2nd Friday Art Walk Will be 
held from 4 to 7:30 p.m. starting 
at the Emerald Art Center in 
downtown Springfield, 500 Main 
St.

Through May 10
UMRFD Hiring

The Upper McKenzie Fire Dept.
is hiring Seasonal Firefighters af-
ter receiving another grant from 
the Oregon State Fire Marshall 
office. The district will be “up-
staffing.” The program will allow 
Upper McKenzie RFPD to bring 
on firefighters as paid staff during 
the summer months to respond to 
fires or other emergencies in the 
area quickly.

If  interested in one of the open-
ings, please contact Jenn Wickizer 
at 541 822 3479 or email upperm-
ckenzieaa@gmail.com.

May 11
Living River Day 

The Living River Exploration 
Day is from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. at 
31799 Green Island Rd, Eugene. 
Join the McKenzie River Trust 
and take a walk near the place 
the Willamette and the McKenzie 
Rivers meet. Observe 15 years 
of tree-planting work on Green 
Island, a habitat for beaver, river 
otter, and over 150 species of 
birds.

May 11
Dime  At  A Time

The Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting sessions are 
held every Saturday from 9 - 
11 a.m. at the Leaburg Store. 
Donations can be dropped off 
there as well. 

May 11
Blue River Block Party

Blue River’s Rebuilding Block 
Party will be held from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. in downtown Blue River to 
celebrate the rebuilding progress 
so far, and what is yet to come. See 
the new and in-progress buildings, 
hear from community partners in 
rebuilding, enjoy free hot dogs, 
and more at a free event for the 
whole family. Self-guided tours 
starting at 11, and celebratory 
remarks at Upper McKenzie Fire 
Station #2 at 12:30.

May 11
Kids Firearm Safety

Kids Firearm Safety 2 and 
Teen Rifle 1 classes will be held 
at noon at 36111 McGowan 
Creek Road for kids 7 years old 
and up. Parents must attend with 
their child (no additional cost). 
Course content will include: 
Reviewing the 4 basic gun safety 

rules, reiterating the importance 
of practicing these rules (by both 
students and parents), and Live 
Fire - reviewing trigger and muzzle 
discipline, handling and carrying 
the firearms, and shooting from 
3 different positions (offhand, 
kneeling, and prone). $20 fee. For 
information regarding upcoming 
classes, visit kidssafefoundation.
org

May 11
Mother’s Day Painting

Everyone is welcome,  ages 
15+. Join a fun and relaxing art 
class at the Upper McKenzie 
Community Center, 54745 Mc-
Kenzie River Drive, whether 
flying solo or bringing your entire 
squad. It’s all about having a 
good time. This is a step-by-step 
class; however, let your creativity 
wander if you don’t like following 
along. Time to unleash your inner 
artist for just $30. All supplies 
are included: aprons, paints, 16” 
x 20” canvases, brushes, water 
cups, etc. Sign up by emailing: 
evergreencreationsor@gmail.com

May 12
Mother’s Day Breakfast

The Walterville Grange will 
host their annual Mother’s Day 
Breakfast on Sunday, May 12th, 
from  8 to 11 a.m. Pancakes, 
sausage, ham, scrambled eggs, 
fruit, coffee and juice are all on the 
menu. All are welcome. Donations 
are gratefully accepted. The 
Grange is also collecting canned 
food and nonperishable items 
for the upriver food bank, along 
with donations for new windows 
and siding for the west side of the 
building, that could be completed 
this summer. The breakfast will be 
held at the Walterville Community 
Grange Hall located at 39259 
Camp Creek Road in Walterville.

May 13
Parks Committee

The Lane County Parks Adviso-
ry Committee meets 2nd Monday 
of each month from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Goodpasture Room, 3050 N 

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, either in church on 
Hwy. 126 just east of Walterville, or on our Facebook livestream.  You 
may also make prayer requests, or request an emailed or earth-mailed 
bulletin -- phone or send email to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@
gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Why advertise in

River Reflections?

Because your customers
pay to read it.

Delta Hwy, Eugene. It advises the 
Board of County Commission-
ers on park needs, recommends 
priorities for projects - includ-
ing financial and operational de-
velopment and acquisition. The 
committee also provides recom-
mendations regarding long-range 
planning for future park programs 
and needs, and serves as a liaison 
group representing the concerns 
of the community.

May 13
Spfd School Board

The Springfield School Board 
meets twice during most months 
during the school year. Regu-
lar business meetings begin at 
7 p.m. on the second Monday 
of the month. Work sessions are 
generally held at 5:30 p.m. on the 
fourth Monday of the month. All 
meetings, unless otherwise noted, 
are held in the Board Room of 
the Springfield Public Schools 
Administration Building, 640 A 
Street, Springfield, OR 97477.

May 13
Spfd School Board

The Lane County Board of 
Commissioners meetings begin 
at 9:00 a.m. in Harris Hall, 125 
E 8th Ave, Eugene. unless other-
wise noted on the published agen-
da. Regular Board Meetings are 
scheduled for Tuesday. Wednes-
day Board meetings are on an as 
needed basis.

May 14
Family Story Time

From 10 to 11 a.m. at the Camp 
Creek Church Fellowship Hall, 
37529 Upper Camp Creek Rd. 
Some special fun for children 5 
and under (with their adults) to 
enjoy stories, singing, laughter, 

and friendship.
May 19

VMCC Concert Series
The Vida McKenzie Commu-

nity Center will kick off its 2024 

Community Concert Series on 
May 19th at 3 p.m. by featuring 
Kimberly Reeves Parker on piano 
and Rick Carter on bass. It is fit-
ting that Kimberly is the first per-
former in VMCC’s rebuilt space 
because she was the last person 
to perform prior to the Center’s 
building’s destruction in the Holi-
day Farm Fire. 

The second performance of the 
season will be by The Old Time 
Fiddlers on June 9th, also at 3 p.m. 
This concert promises to be an 
energetic, toe tapping experience 
that will get you out of your seats 
and even dancing in the isles. 

Both pwerfornances will be 
family friendly with a “pay what 
you wish” format. Music lovers of 
all ages are invited, and refresh-
ments will be served.

For more information call Gerry 
Aster:  541-896-3001.

Spring 2024
Master Gardeners

The OSU Extension Service 
Lane County Master Gardeners 
have announced their public Prun-
ing class schedule for 2024. Lane 
County Master Gardeners are of-
fering public pruning classes in the 
winter and spring of 2024. Class 
participants will learn about prun-
ing tools and equipment, tool care, 
as well as techniques to prune spe-
cific types of trees and ornamen-
tals. Master Gardeners are eager to 
share their knowledge and experi-
ence with participants and want 
their class experience to be inter-
active, fun, and educational. Pre-
Registration is required. For a full 
list of classes, details, locations, 
and pre-registration information 
visit our events page: https://ex-
tension.oregonstate.edu/county/
lane/events For more information, 
please contact the OSU Extension 
Service – Lane County office, 996 
Jefferson Street, Eugene (enter on 
10th at the wheelchair ramp) 541-
344-5859 or at: http://extension.
oregonstate.edu/lane
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING      CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Carpentry

Carpenter	 -	 45	 years	 experience.	
$45	 per	 hour.	 No	 job	 too	 small	 -	 or	
too	big.	Call	541-822-1086	after	6	p.m.	
6/15ruc

Coins & Jewelry
Buying	 US	 and	 foreign	 coins,	

currency,	tokens,	gold,	silver,	&	jewelry.	
North	Star	Coin	&	Jewelry,	650	Main	
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Deal on Tires
Two	 -	Toyo	 	 195/55R/15	 tires.	 one	

205/55R/16	tire.	All	have	a40	to	50%	
wear,	$15	each.	541-914-9089.

Dental Insurance
Dental	 Insurance	 from	 Physicians	

Mutual	Insurance	Company.	Coverage	
for	400	plus	procedures.	Real	dental	
insurance	 -	 NOT	 just	 a	 discount	
plan.	Do	not	wait!	Call	now!	Get	your	
FREE	 Dental	 Information	 Kit	 with	 all	
the	 details!	 1-844-580-1387	 www.
dental50plus.com/river	#6258

Free
Rocks	 -	 landscape	 boulders	 &	

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All	you	can	load	yourself	free	-	loaded	
&	delivered	 for	a	small	 fee.	541-896-
3000	(best	time	a.m.)	FI-j15.nc

Funeral Home
Major	 Family	 Funeral	 Home.	

Family	 Owned	 Since	 1961.	 Funerals	
°	Burials	 °	Cremations	 °	Monuments	
°	 Keepsakes	 °	 Video	 Tributes.	 	 541-
746-9667.

Help Wanted
Hiring	labor	workers	on	a	construc-

tion	 project.	 	 Experience	 preferred.		
Rate	 of	 20	 dollars	 an	 hour	 for	 part	
time	 work	 on	 Wednesdays	 and/or	
Saturdays.		Please	call	Angie	at	541-
517-2286	or	Brad	at	541-556-0781

Personal
If	 you	 want	 to	 drink,	 that’s	 your	

business.	 If	 you	 want	 to	 stop,	 that’s	
ours.	 AA	 Group	 meets	 Wednesday	
6:00pm-7:00pm	 and	 Sunday	
5:00-6:00pm	 at	 the	 McKenzie	
Valley	 Presbyterian	 Church,	 88393	
Walterville	 Loop,	 a	 block	 from	 the	

Walterville	 Shopping	 Center.	 N/c-sub	
5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now	accepting	piano	students	-	Be-

ginners,	 Intermediate	 and	 Advanced	
-	 all	 ages.	 Professional	 jazz	 pianist,	
classically	trained	with	years	of	teach-
ing	 experience.	 Located	 in	 Leaburg.	
Please	 call	 or	 text	 408.391.3477	 or	
email;	 kimberly@liquidsister.com.	
http://www.liquidsister.com	 SKP-
8/16ruc

Portable Oxygen
Portable	 Oxygen	 Concentrator	

May	 Be	 Covered	 by	 Medicare!	
Reclaim	 independence	 and	 mobility	
with	 the	 compact	 design	 and	 long-
lasting	 battery	 of	 Inogen	 One.	 Free	
information	 kit!	 Call	 833-980-0385.	
Call	1-877-244-0346

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The	 Leaburg	 Sew	 &	 So’s	 are	

meeting	most	Friday	afternoons	at	the	
McKenzie	 Fire	 and	 Rescue	 Training	
Center.	 	 Please	 call	 Sara	 at	 (541)	
896-3059	for	more	information.S=JS-
2/25/10ruc

Services
Natures	 Friend	 Beautifying	 Co.	

Property/rental	 cleanup,	 restoration,	
tree	work,	blackberry	&	ivy	destruction,	
pressure	 washing,	 Int/ext.	 painting,	
furniture	 refurbishing.	Free	appliance	
removal.	 Call	 Scottish	 541-913-8477.	
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Got	 a	 hole	 in	 your	 wall?	 Give	 me	
a	call!	The	Wall	Doctor	 -	Serving	 the	
McKenzie	 River	 area.	 541-735-2317.	
p-s15-n3

Travel
Alaska,	Europe,	Hawaii	plus	dozens	

of	other	popular	trips!	Starting	at	$1649	
per	person	(double	occupancy	reqd.)	
YMT	 Vacations	 plans	 everything,	
leaving	 you	 to	 relax	 and	 enjoy.	 Call	
1-877-260-8661	for	more	details.	Use	
promo	 code	 YMT2024	 for	 $250	 off.	
Limited	time	only.

Walk-In Tub
Safe	 Step.	 North	 America¬ís	 #1	

Walk-In	 Tub.	 Comprehensive	 lifetime	

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

A Life To Live

6
FREE (non-business) CLASSIFIED ADS FOR SUBSCRIBERS
Phone, Email or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday @ 5pm

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
❑ SUBSCRIBER NAME_______________________________ FREE 
CLASSIFIED
❑ Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per issue. All ads must be 
paid in advance or ad will not be printed. Amt. enclosed $___________ 

Mail to: McKenzie River Reflections, 59059 Old McKenzie Hwy., McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

Emergency?  Call 911

warranty.	 Top-of-the-line	 installation	
and	service.	Now	featuring	our	FREE	
shower	 package	 and	 $1600	 Off	 for	
a	limited	time!	Call	today!	Financing	
available.	Call	Safe	Step	1-888-459-
4942

Click here:

MP 20, McKenzie Hwy
(541) 896-0500

“Mix 6” 
Craft Beverages

Hot Food To-Go
Firewood

Over 30 Kombuchas

Biscu i t s  &  Gravy 
‘ t i l  Noon

Our daughter is 27 and has a 
severe alcohol problem. The last 
two years have been nightmarish. 
At last she is in a flat so we have 
a peaceful home, although my 
husband and I still brace ourselves 
waiting to hear of an accident or 
some other tragedy involving our 
daughter. Thank God she has no 
children.

The pattern has deteriorated 
into her drinking 11 or 12 days 
and then being hospitalized when 
her body can’t take any more and 
she goes into withdrawal. We take 
her to hospital as she has fits when 
she withdraws, and these fits can 
be dangerous. 

My husband and I are feeling 
low and know no end. We try and 
keep each other up. Others have 
come off the alcohol. She doesn’t 
find AA helpful, and the alcohol 
services here are depleted in 

resources and personnel. We have 
joined a family group and are 
helping to restructure it to make a 
difference in the help drinkers and 
their families get.

Victoria
Victoria, the power you wish 

you had--the power to keep her 
from drinking--is the power you 
do not have. The power is in your 
daughter’s hands.

The power you do have is the 
power not to let your daughter’s 
problem destroy you and your 
husband. So far it hasn’t. But why 
do you feel so defeated? Because 
trying to stop her from drinking is 
like trying to stop it from raining. 
How long can you try to stop the 
rain before you are worn out?

You can’t help but feel 
overwhelmed when trying to stop 
something you have no power to 
stop. 

If something happens, you will 
want to think that the one time 
you didn’t show up for a meeting, 
the one time you didn’t check on 
her flat, makes you responsible 

for what happened. But you are 
wrong. It won’t be what you didn’t 
do, it will be what your daughter 
did. She is her own destroyer, not 
you. If a man drives too fast, who 
is responsible for the accident? He 
is.

Your daughter knows what 
happens when she drinks. When 
she is sober, she chooses to drink. 
She is in control of her own life. 
You will want to say, “No, she 
isn’t.” But she is. You know why 
she is? Because neither you, nor 
your husband, nor anyone else can 
stop her from drinking. Perhaps 
one day she will choose to stop 
drinking, but given her current 
actions, that day may never come. 

You and your husband still 
have to live your life. That is 
what you are here for. Create 
the best possible life you can for 
yourselves.

Tragedies happen. They are not 
on our calendar of wants. But no 
matter what the tragedy, we go on 
living the best we can.

Wayne & Tamara

Sexual Resume
My boyfriend and I recently 

talked about my past. I told him 
about things I’ve done which I am 
not proud of today. I was such a 
party animal. I flirted with men 

and made out with some. Because 
of this he has doubts I slept with 
more than the number I gave him. 

Now he can’t even come to my 
house because that’s all he thinks 
about. He said he put me “up 
there.” He says he trusts me and 
knows I am committed to him, but 
my past eats him up. When I try 
to talk things through with him, he 
keeps saying he doesn’t know, he 
just doesn’t know. By the way, we 
weren’t together then.

Wendy
Wendy, we don’t recommend 

telling untruths or concealing, 
except in this one particular 
instance with men. Many men feel 
they should be the first one to the 
top of the mountain--even though 
the only reason they got to the top 
of the mountain is because others 
have been there before them.

Wayne & Tamara
Wayne & Tamara are the 

authors of Cheating in a Nutshell 
and The Young Woman’s Guide 
to Older Men—available from 
Amazon, iTunes, and booksellers 
everywhere.

Monica Di Loxley

Groovin’ Low
By A. B. Spellman

my swing is more mellow
these days: not the hardbop drive
i used to roll but more of a cool
foxtrot. my eyes still close
when the rhythm locks; i’ve 
learned
to boogie with my feet on the 
floor
i’m still movin’, still groovin’
still fallin’ in love
i bop to the bass line now. the trap 
set
paradiddles ratamacues & flams
that used to spin me in place still 
set me
off, but i bop to the bass line now
i enter the tune from the bottom 
up
& let trumpet & sax wheel above 
me
so don’t look for me in the treble
don’t look for me in the fly

staccato splatter of the hot young 
horn
no, you’ll find me in the nuance
hanging out in inflection & slur
i’m the one executing the half-
bent
dip in the slow slowdrag
with the smug little smile
& the really cool shades

A.B. Spellman, “Groovin’ 
Low” from Things I Must Have 
Known. Copyright © 2008 by 
A.B. Spellman.  Reprinted by 
permission of Coffee House Press. 
www.coffeehousepress.org 

Poet and writer Alfred Bennett 
(A.B.) Spellman was born in 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina. He 
earned a BS in political science 
from Howard University, where 
he also attended law school. He 
published his first book of poems, 
The Beautiful Days, in 1964 while 
working as a jazz music reviewer. 
His second book, Things I Must 
Have Known (2008), received 
an honorable mention from the 
Gustavus Myers Outstanding 
Book Award and was nominated 
for the NAACP Image Award for 
Outstanding Literary Work in 
Poetry.

Spellman has written essays 
and poetry for Rhythm Magazine 
and taught at Morehouse College, 
Emory University, Rutgers, and 
Harvard University. In 1975, 
he became director of the Arts 
in Education Study Project for 
the National Endowment of the 
Arts, where he held a series of 
positions, culminating in his role 
as deputy chairman for the Office 
of Guidelines, Panel and Council 
Operations. Spellman retired from 
the NEA in 2005; his service to the 
organization is honored by the A.B. 
Spellman Award for Jazz Advocacy. 
In addition to writing, Spellman has 
served on a number of arts panels, 
including the Advisory Group on 
the National Museum of African 
American History and Culture of 
the Smithsonian Institution.

Quote of the Week
“Keep your face always toward 

the sunshine - and shadows will 
fall behind you.”

Walt Whitman

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/extras/a-life-to-live/6746.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/extras/a-life-to-live/6746.html
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ACROSS
1.	Country	alliance
5.	Fish	of	liver	oil	fame
8.	*Stinging	pollinator
11. Prefix in levorotary
12.	*Dark	home	to	#33	
Down
13.	Sudden	growth
15.	Like	certain	Steven
16.	Symphony	member
17.	Type	of	feather
18.	*Comfy	seat	(2	words)
20.	Don’t	put	these	into	one	
basket?
21.	Full	nelson	is	____	

wrestling	____
22.	Santa	____,	Orange	
County
23.	Puts	down
26.	Et	cetera	(3	words)
30.	Pen	point
31.	With	signs	of	wear	and	
tear
34.	Beyond	natural,	in	U.K.
35.	Messes	up
37.	Chitchat
38.	Willow	twig
39.	Evening	purse
40.	Win	a	race
42.	Tucker	of	“Modern	Fam-

 THINGS WITH WINGS

ily”
43.	Army	bathroom
45.	Eucharist	plates
47.	Opposite	of	WSW
48.	French	composer	Erik	
Alfred	Leslie	____
50.	“Back	to	the	Future”	an-
tagonist
52.	*Beatle	with	Wings
56.	Poodle	minus	d
57.	England’s	medieval	royal	
house
58.	Rabbit’s	cousin
59.	Nymph	chaser
60.	Genealogist’s	creation
61.	Blackhearted
62.	George	Gershwin’s	
brother
63.	“For	____	a	jolly...”
64.	It	often	goes	with	a	rod

DOWN
1.	What	the	Big	Bad	Wolf	
did
2.	First	name	in	jeans
3.	“Pop	it	in	the	____!”
4.	Cuban	drums
5.	Secret	clique
6.	Roundish
7.	Chronic	wasting	disease	
carrier
8.	Plug	for	a	barrel
9.	*As	opposed	to	urns
10.	Pilot’s	estimate,	acr.
12.	Herb	for	treating	meno-
pausal	symptoms
13.	Shop	till	you	drop,	e.g.
14.	*Flying	stallion
19.	“The	Queen’s	Gambit”	
game
22.	Take	your	pick
23.	*Biblical	Gabriel,	e.g.
24.	All	plants	and	animals
25.	Approximately
26.	Shortened	word,	abbr.
27.	Drink	request
28.	Home	to	largest	mam-
mal
29.	Socially	acceptable	be-
haviors
32.	Malaria	symptom
33.	*Nocturnal	mosquito	
eater
36.	*Lightning	beetle
38.	Recording	studio	sign
40.	Next	to	nothing
41.	Same	as	intake
44.	Reason	by	deduction
46.	Restraint
48.	Academy	Award	for	Best	
Original	____
49.	Chunks	of	43,560	
square	feet
50.	Wild	hog
51.	Itty	bit
52.	Urban	legend
53.	Part	of	cathedral
54.	Great	Lake
55.	Holler
56.	Tire	meas.

Solution on Page 9

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!
Click here or go to:

tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

Solution on Page 9

facebook.com/
mckenzieriverreflections
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CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Explore a treasure trove of McKenzie River history -
in the back issues of this newspaper. Go to: tinyurl.com/

2rkpksen

McKenzie
River Reflections

MRR

Fishing
Report

May 11 - Captain Robert Gray 
was born in Rhode Island. He 
went to sea at an early age, was 
employed by a Boston based 
company and sailed to the Pacific 
Northwest to explore and to trade 
for furs with the natives. At 4 
a.m. on May 11, 1792 Captain 
Gray and his ship, the Columbia 
Rediviva, stood off the entrance 
of a great river. The ship’s log 
noted the wind was blowing 
strong out of the west, breakers 
were visible running in a line 
from shore to shore, and there 
appeared no visible opening. But 
Gray ordered sails set and his ship 
crossed over the bar. The “Great 
River of the West” had been 
discovered and Captain Gray 
claimed it for the United States 
of America and named it after his 
ship, the Columbia.

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2429 
1.888.497.1173 Ask for 75432SWF

THE BEST STEAKS 
OF YOUR LIFE OR 

YOUR MONEY BACK 

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
75432SWF   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. Limit 2 on 
select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and 
are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to 

OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.  |  24M6132  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS 
perfection

McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers 
must release all non fin-clipped 
(wild) trout in the mainstem 
river. The lower 11 miles of the 
McKenzie River below the Hayden 
Bridge - and the McKenzie River 
upstream from Forest Glen Boat 
Ramp at Blue River - are restricted 
to angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Fish Counts 
May 1, Willamette Falls
Spring Chinook – 2,495

Summer Steelhead – 2,990

of Blue River and the volunteers 
making it happen!” 

Activities will include a Tour 
of the new Upper McKenzie 
Fire Station #2 and its brand-
new yellow fire truck. People 
can also look at the design plan 
for rebuilding Meyer’s General 
Store (scheduled to break ground 
in a few weeks). 

There’ll also be opportunities 
to check out the progress made 
by the O’Brien Memorial 
Library and the McKenzie Valley 
Wellness Clinic, both scheduled 
to reopen this fall. Just a few 
blocks away is the site where 
the McKenzie Community Land 
Trust, a new nonprofit founded by 
locals, will be breaking ground 
on six firewise workforce homes 
this fall.  

Maps will be available for self-

Continued From Page 1

Comeback celebration

The town’s Highway 126 frontage was the focus of some serious brush 
removal too.

Plenty of Scotch Broom went up in smoke.

guided tours of ongoing rebuilding 
projects and opportunities to see 
what’s being planned by visiting 
information tables hosted by 
local groups and community 
organizations.

Just a half-hour after noon, 
celebratory remarks will be part of 
the dedication for the Patricia “Pat” 
Stanley Memoria Fire Station. 
Speakers will include community 
rebuilding organizations and Lane 
County Commissioner Heather 
Buch. The McKenzie Valley 
Long Term Recovery Group will 
provide hot dogs and beverages 
for the first 100 hungry people. 

BusinessOregon and The 
Ford Family Foundation fund 
this community Rebuilding 
Celebration. 

For more details, visit the 
Events tab at mckenzieclt.org

Click here:

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/news/getting-ready-for-a-comeback-celebration/6753.html
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(who, in most modern versions of 
this “Katfight” yarn, gets renamed 
“Kitty”).

Most recently, and probably 
most egregiously, this myth was 
repeated by actor and pop historian 
Matt Falber on a 2018 episode of 
Mysteries at the Museum.

The truth is that Kate Rockwell 
and Kate Ryan almost certainly 
didn’t even know of one another’s 
existence; Ryan lived and worked 
in Whitehorse, which was at 
least seven days of hard travel 
away from Dawson City, where 
Rockwell was.

Also, Kate Rockwell didn’t 
perform under “Klondike Kate”; 
she didn’t acquire that nickname 
until much later, in the 1920s. 

And it also has to be pointed 
out that Kate Rockwell was, so far 
as I’ve been able to learn, never a 
prostitute or sex worker.

She was, though, an Oregonian, 
and since 1912 she has been part 
of Central Oregon — both literally 
and figuratively.

In Part Two of this story, 
we’ll talk about Klondike Kate 

Rockwell’s story — how she 
became known as Klondike Kate, 
and how Central Oregon became 
the chrysalis from which she 
emerged as the legendary and 
beloved “Aunt Kate of Farewell 
Bend.”

(Sources: Klondike Kate: The 
Life and Legend of Kitty Rockwell, 
a book by Ellis Lucia published 
in 1962 by Hastings; Good Time 
Girls of the Alaska-Yukon Gold 
Rush, a book by Morgan Lael 
published in 1998 by Epicenter; 
“Klondike Kate,” an article by 
Nathan Pederson published in 
2022 on the Oregon Encyclopedia; 
“History Hunter,” an article by 
Michael Gates published Dec. 1, 
2018, in Yukon News.)

Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon 
State University and writes about 
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His 
most recent book, Bad Ideas and 
Horrible People of Old Oregon, 
published by Ouragan House early 
this year. To contact him or suggest 
a topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com 
or 541-357-2222.

Klondike	Katfight
Continued From Page 4

Shop at Home, it makes $ense
McKenzie
River Reflections

MRR mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com

We all want the best for our children. A supportive community 
- one that offers good schools, safe neighborhoods, a clean en-
vironment and room to explore and learn - can enrich young and 
old alike. Local businesses contribute to their community through 
taxes, direct donations to groups, and very often by volunteer-
ing their own time. Together we can all build a community for 
tomorrow by supporting each other.

Will our future measure up?

AC, power banks, mini fridges: Oregon equips 
Medicaid patients for climate change

Oregon Health Authority

The program will pay for AC units, mini fridges to keep medications cold, 
portable power supplies to run medical devices during outages, space 
heaters for winter and air filters to improve air quality during wildfire sea-
son.

By Samantha Young
KFF Health News

Oregon is shipping air condi-
tioners, air purifiers, and power 
banks to some of its most vulner-
able residents, a first-in-the-na-
tion experiment to use Medicaid 
money to prevent the potentially 
deadly health effects of extreme 
heat, wildfire smoke, and other 
climate-related disasters.

The equipment, which started 
going out in March, expands a 
Biden administration strategy to 
move Medicaid beyond traditional 
medical care and into the realm of 
social services.

At least 20 states, including Cal-
ifornia, Massachusetts, and Wash-
ington, already direct billions of 
Medicaid dollars into programs 
such as helping homeless people 
get housing and preparing healthy 
meals for people with diabetes, ac-
cording to KFF. Oregon is the first 
to use Medicaid money explicitly 
for climate-related costs, part of 
its five-year, $1.1 billion effort to 
address social needs, which also 
includes housing and nutrition 
benefits.

State and federal health officials 
hope to show that taxpayer money 
and lives can be saved when in-
vestments are made before disas-
ter strikes.

“Climate change is a health care 
issue,” so helping Oregon’s poor-
est and sickest residents prepare 
for potentially dangerous heat, 
drought, and other extreme weath-
er makes sense, said Health and 
Human Services Secretary Xavier 
Becerra on a visit to Sacramento 
in early April.

Becerra said the Biden adminis-
tration wants states to experiment 
with how best to improve patient 
health, whether by keeping some-
one housed instead of homeless, 
or reducing their exposure to heat 
with an air conditioner.

But Medicaid’s expansion into 

social services may duplicate 
existing housing and nutrition 
programs offered by other fed-
eral agencies, while some needy 
Americans can’t get essential 
medical care, said Gary Alexan-
der, director of the Medicaid and 
Health Safety Net Reform Initia-
tive at the Paragon Health Insti-
tute.

“There are 600,000 or 700,000 
intellectually disabled people 
in the United States waiting for 
Medicaid services. They’re on 
a waitlist,” said Alexander, who 
oversaw state health agencies in 
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island. 
“Meanwhile Medicaid has money 
for housing and food and air con-
ditioners for recipients. Seems to 
me that we should serve the intel-
lectually disabled first before we 
get into all of these new areas.”

Scientists and public health of-
ficials say climate change poses 
a growing health risk. More fre-
quent and intense floods, droughts, 
wildfires, extreme temperatures, 
and storms cause more deaths, 
cardiovascular disease from poor 

air quality, and other problems, 
according to the federal govern-
ment’s Fifth National Climate As-
sessment.

The mounting health effects 
disproportionately hit low-income 
Americans and people of color, 
who are often covered by Med-
icaid, the state-federal health in-
surance program for low-income 
people.

Most of the 102 Oregonians 
who died during the deadly heat 
dome that settled over the North-
west in 2021 “were elderly, isolat-
ed and living with low incomes,” 
according to a report by the Or-
egon Health Authority, which 
administers the state’s Medicaid 
program, with about 1.4 million 
enrollees. The OHA’s analysis of 
urgent care and emergency room 
use from May through September 
of 2021 and 2022 found that 60% 
of heat-related illness visits were 
from residents of areas with a 
median household income below 
$50,000.

“In the last 10-plus years, the 
Oregon equips Page 10

Ogre achiever.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/history/the-case-of-the-klondike-kate-katfight/6744.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/news/ac-power-banks-mini-fridges-oregon-equips-medicaid-patients-for-climate-change/6747.html
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amount of fires and smoke events 
and excessive heat events that 
we’ve had has shown the dispro-
portionate impact of those events 
on those with lower incomes,” 
said Dave Baden, the OHA’s 
deputy director for programs and 
policy.

And, because dangerously high 
temperatures aren’t common in 
Oregon, many residents don’t have 
air conditioning in their homes.

Traditionally, states hit by nat-
ural disasters and public health 
emergencies have asked the fed-
eral government for permission to 
spend Medicaid dollars on back-
up power, air filters, and other 
equipment to help victims recover. 
But those requests came after the 
fact, following federal emergency 
declarations.

Oregon wants to be proactive 
and pay for equipment that will 
help an estimated 200,000 resi-
dents manage their health at home 
before extreme weather or cli-
mate-related disaster hits, Baden 
said. In addition to air condition-
ing units, the program will pay for 
mini fridges to keep medications 
cold, portable power supplies to 
run ventilators and other medi-
cal devices during outages, space 
heaters for winter, and air filters to 
improve air quality during wild-
fire season.

In March, the Oregon Health 
Plan, the state’s Medicaid pro-
gram, began asking health insur-
ers to find patients who might 
need help coping with extreme 
weather. Recipients must meet 
federal guidelines that categorize 
them as “facing certain life transi-
tions,” a stringent set of require-
ments that disqualify most enroll-
ees. For example, a person with 
an underlying medical condition 
that could worsen during a heat 
wave, and who is also at risk for 
homelessness or has been released 
from prison in the past year, could 
receive an air conditioner. But 
someone with stable housing 
might not qualify.

“You could be in a housing 

complex, and your neighbor quali-
fied for an air conditioner and you 
didn’t,” Baden said.

At the offices of insurer AllCare 
Health in Grants Pass, Oregon, air 
conditioners, air filters, and mini 
fridges were piled in three rooms 
in mid-April, ready to be handed 
over to Medicaid patients. The 
health plan provided equipment to 
19 households in March. The idea 
is to get the supplies into people’s 
homes before the summer fire sea-
son engulfs the valley in smoke.

Health plans don’t want to find 
themselves “fighting the masses” 
at Home Depot when the skies 
are already smoky or the heat is 
unbearable, said Josh Balloch, 
AllCare’s vice president of health 
policy.

“We’re competing against ev-
erybody else, and you can’t find a 
fan on a hot day,” he said.

Oregon and some other states 
have already used Medicaid 
money to buy air conditioners, air 
purifiers, and other goods for en-
rollees, but not under the category 
of climate change. For example, 
California offers air purifiers to 
help asthma patients and New 
York just won federal approval to 
provide air conditioners to asthma 
patients.

Baden said Oregon health offi-
cials will evaluate whether sending 
air conditioners and other equip-
ment to patients saves money by 
looking at their claim records in 
the coming years.

If Oregon can help enrollees 
avoid a costly trip to the doctor 
or the ER after extreme weather, 
other state Medicaid programs 
may ask the federal government if 
they can adopt the benefit. Many 
states haven’t yet used Medicaid 
money for climate change be-

cause it affects people and regions 
differently, said Paul Shattuck, a 
senior fellow at Mathematica, a 
research organization that has sur-
veyed state Medicaid directors on 
the issue.

“The health risks of climate 
change are everywhere, but the na-
ture of risk exposure is completely 
different in every state,” Shattuck 
said. “It’s been challenging for 
Medicaid to get momentum be-
cause each state is left to their own 
devices to figure out what to do.”

A California state lawmaker last 
year introduced legislation that 
would have required Medi-Cal, the 
state’s Medicaid program, to add a 
climate benefit under its existing 
social services expansion. The pro-
gram would have been similar to 
Oregon’s, but AB 586, by Assem-
bly member Lisa Calderon, died 
in the Assembly Appropriations 
Committee, which questioned in 
a staff analysis whether “climate 
change remediation supports can 
be defined as cost-effective.”

The cost savings are clear to 
Kaiser Permanente. After the 2021 
heat wave, it sent air conditioners 
to 81 patients in Oregon and south-
west Washington whose health 
conditions might get worse in ex-
treme heat, said Catherine Potter, 
community health consultant at 
the health system. The following 
year, Kaiser Permanente estimated 
it had prevented $42,000 in heat-
related ER visits and $400,000 in 
hospital admissions, she said.

“We didn’t used to have extreme 
heat like this, and we do now,” said 
Potter, who has lived in the tem-
perate Portland area for 30 years. 
“If we can prevent these adverse 
impacts, we should be preventing 
them especially for people that are 
going to be most affected.”

Continued From Page 10

Oregon equips
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sophomore teammate Hayden 
Harbick finished second at 4 ft. 
10 in. Hamlow’s pole vault win 
was recorded at 8 ft. 6 in. and his 
winning long jump was measured 
at 17 ft. 2 in. Eagle freshman 
Auden Vailes placed sixth in the 
long jump, with a mark of 12 
ft. 11 in. Withalm’s 100 meter 
victory, timed at 11.43 seconds, 
was sweet for the Eagle senior 
as he out-sprinted Siletz Valley’s 
Zion Fantroy, who placed second 
in 11.68 sec. Fantroy has this 
season’s fastest Class 1A 100 m. 
time in the State (11.05 sec.) and 
Withalm has owns the second 
fastest (11.07 sec.). These two 
student/athletes could potentially 
face off again at the OSAA State 
Championships at Hayward Field 
and that should be fun to watch.

Other Eagles placing in the 
100 m. race were senior Salomon 
Acevedo, who placed fourth 
in 12.33 sec., freshman Atom 
Fetterhoff fifth at 12.27 sec., 
Harbick ninth at 13.13 sec./
Personal Record, Hamlow tenth 
at 13.37 sec., freshman William 
Valtinson eleventh at 13.60 sec., 
and Vailes fourteenth at 14.37 sec. 
Withalm’s winning time of 23.16 
sec. in the 200 m. race established 
a new Personal Record and 
Fantroy finished right behind 
with a second place time of 24.21 
sec. Harbick took home fourth 
with a time of 27.28 seconds and 
another PR. Valtinson finished 
seventh in 28.63 sec. Meister, the 
Eagle long distance specialist, 
won the 1500 meters with a time 
of 5:06.26 min. and the 3000 m. 
race in 11:10.46 min.

Meister joined teammates, 
sophomore Allen Acevedo, 
Fetterhoff and Valtinson on the 
Eagle 4x400 m. relay team and the 
foursome won in a time of 4:31.11 
minutes. Withalm ran the final leg 
of the winning 4x100 relay team, 
joining Allen Acevedo, Salomon 
Acevedo and Fetterhoff. The 
Eagle’s time for the event was 
45.72 sec. The Acevedo brothers 
teamed up to claim the top two 
places in the 400 m., Salomon 
winning with a time of 56.99 
sec., and Allen second in 58.66 
sec. Allen Acevedo also finished 
second in the 800 m. race, posting 
a time of 2:22.48 min. Cash 
Adams of Siletz Valley won the 
800 m. event in 2:18.11 min.

Lockard’s dual victories came 
in the shot put, 35 ft. 5 in. and 
the discus, 95 ft. 2 in. McKenzie 
freshman Noah Borden finished 
seventh in the shot put, 22 ft. 8 
in. and fifth in the discus, 66 ft. 

6 in. Lockard also placed fourth 
in the javelin, throwing a mark 
of 105 ft. 4 in and Borden threw 
the implement 60 ft. 5 in., good 
for ninth place. Mapleton’s Alex 
Burnett won the javelin with a 
throw of 125 ft. 8 in.

Harbick finished third in the 
triple jump, landing at 31 ft. 3 in., 
and Vailes set a new PR mark of 
27 ft. 5.5 in., which earned him 
fourth place. Adams of Siletz 
Valley won the triple jump at 37 
ft. 7 in., also a new PR.

Other event winners were Ewan 
O’Dea of Mohawk, who set a PR 
in the 300 m. hurdles with a time 
of 43.84 sec., and Kyler Adams of 
Siletz Valley, who set a PR in the 
110 m. hurdles with a time of 18.24 
sec. Over on the girls side of the 
track, freshman Liliana Jones won 
her 100 m. race in a time of 15.21 
sec. Eagle teammates, sophomore 
Paiten Clevenger finished third in 
the race with a PR time of 17.31 
sec., freshman Sapana Mitchell-
Chavez took fourth in 17.71 sec., 
and senior Riley Morales claimed 
fifth place in a PR time of 22.35 
sec.

Jones second win came in 
the long jump event, a 10 ft. 9 
in., mark and she was followed 
by Clevenger in second place 
at 10 ft. 6.5 in., and Mitchell-
Chavez in fourth place at 8 ft. 0 
in. McKenzie’s sophomore Grace 
Weiss won the high jump at 3 ft. 
0 in., and also took home first in 
the pole vault with a PR height 
of 4 ft. 0 in. Weiss and Jones 
teamed up with sophomore Myra 
Dion and junior Beckah Short to 
win the 4x100 m. relay, posting 
a 1:01.61 min. finish time. Dion 
was a second place finisher in 
the 1500 m. race with a recorded 
time of 6:32.30 min. and that was 
a Personal Record. Short won the 
triple jump, which featured all 
McKenzie jumpers. Short’s mark 
was 23 ft. 0 in. Weiss was second 
with 22 ft. 10 in., and Clevenger 
was third at 20 ft. 0 in.

Short established a PR mark in 
the shot put, throwing the iron ball 
19 ft. 8.25 in, a sixth place finish. 
Morales placed eighth at 16 ft. 4 in. 
Maddie Goodell of Siletz Valley 
won the shot put with a throw of 
26 ft. 11 in. and the Warrior junior 
also took home winning honors in 
the discus with a mark of 73 ft. 6 
in. Dion also set another PR in the 
javelin, throwing the spear 69 ft. 
1.5 in., which was good for fourth. 
Morales finished the event in ninth 
place at 40 ft. 6 in., a PR for her as 
well. Safiya Reed of Siletz Valley 
won the javelin with a throw of 
78 ft. 4.5 in. Other event winners 
were Mapleton’s Natalee Stevens, 
who won the 400 m., the 800 m., 
and the 1500 m. Steven’s time 
in the events were respectively, 
1:09.09 min., 3:03.77 min., and 
5:59.15 min. Steven’s Sailor 
teammate Brooklyn Beecher won 
the 100 m. hurdles in 22.54 sec., 
and the 300 m. hurdles in 59.89 
sec., a PR time. Lucie Burruss of 
Mapleton won the 3000 m. race in 
12:59.98 min.

Continued From Page 2
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Need to talk?
Call 988
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Hands-on workshop

School in Maine. 
The remainder of the course 

will involve installing gunwales, 
decking, and hardware. 
Throughout the troubleshooting 
and problem-solving, class 

Cricket Rust checking some of the lofting calculations on the curved deck 
boat.

Six inches wider than a traditional McKenzie boat, the Colorado boat constructed at the Old Leaburg Hatchery 
in 1962 had a flat midsection to help it float a bit higher, combined with curved rocker ends for maneuverability 
while pivoting.

Some of the lofting measurements on the photo of a Colorado dory.

participants have kept one goal in 
mind—sometime on day ten, they 
will launch the boat they built 
on the McKenzie River near the 
Discovery Center.

CLASSIFIED ADS - Phone, Email or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday @ 5pm 
rivref2@gmail.com FAX 541-663-4550 Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $6.00 

minimum per issue. All ads must be paid in advance.

07/15/1940 - 04/20/2024
Ron is survived by his wife, 

Barbara Ringler, his brother 
Lloyd Painter, their children 
Ronald Ringler Jr & wife Kris-
tie, Mark Ringler, Todd Ringler 
& wife Candace, Rhonda (Suzie) 
Ringler, Grandchildren - Ashley, 
Brandon, Jeffrey, Krystal Kody, 
Preston, Tanya, Nick, Tyler, Kai-
lyn & 18 great grandchildren. He 
passed peacefully surrounded by 
his family.

While we lost our most be-
loved dad, there was so much 

Ronald Eugene Ringler, Sr.

In
Memory

more to him, though to us that 
was his greatest role. He was 
also a grandpa, great-grandpa, 
uncle, friend, co-worker, cous-
in, coach, brother & stand-in 
paternal figure to the fatherless.

He was an all around handy-
man, master mechanic at Wild-
ish, Rosboro & many other 
places. He earned the phrase “If 
papa can’t fix it, nobody can.” 
He enjoyed fishing, hunting, 
tinkering on all things, anything 
Pittsburgh Steelers or Oregon 
Ducks, spending time with his 
friends, family beloved dog 
Spanky & caring for his wife.

He served 7 years in the US 
Air National Guard. Ron & 
Barb moved to Vida in 1992. 
They lost their home in the 
Holiday Farm Fire in 2020 & 
relocated to Springfield.

Though he will forever be 
missed, his memory will live on 
forever in our hearts. His family 
will host a celebration of life on 
July 28, 2024 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at the Vida McKenzie Commu-
nity Center, 90377 Thomson 
Lane Vida, OR.

It was his wish that we laugh, 
reminisce and smile together 
during this time.

 

Shop at Home, it makes $ense
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Guest Opinion
is clearly a ban. The penalty for 
continuing operations in the Unit-
ed States is so high that ByteDance 
really has no other choice than to 
sell the company or stop operating 
in the United States. And even if 
ByteDance is willing to view the 
massive fine as a cost of doing 
business, TikTok will be impossi-
ble to find in any app store. As the 
ACLU, the Center for Democracy 
and Technology, the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation, and Fight 
for the Future said in a joint let-
ter to the original bill’s sponsors, 
“Generally, the government can-
not accomplish indirectly what it 
is barred from doing directly, and 
a forced sale is the kind of speech 
punishment that receives exacting 
scrutiny from the courts.”

Does the TikTok law raise First 
Amendment issues?

Supporters also argue that, even 
if the TikTok law is viewed as a 
ban, it does not raise any First 
Amendment issues because it is 
not targeted at content found on 
TikTok. Instead, the TikTok law 
addresses ByteDance’s actions – 
specifically the alleged collection 
of users’ personal information, 
which critics say is then given to 
the government of China to use 
in destabilizing the United States 
by flooding our social media plat-
forms with disinformation.

Either way, the law does raise 
First Amendment questions. It’s 
just a question of how much scru-
tiny the law will get as opposed to 
whether it will be scrutinized un-
der the First Amendment at all.

If a court accepts the support-
ers’ argument, the law is likely to 
be viewed as “content neutral” be-
cause it clearly has an incidental 
impact on the speech and expres-
sion of ByteDance, of TikTok cre-
ators and of TikTok users. The law 
would then be subjected to what is 
known as “intermediate scrutiny” 
from a court, meaning the govern-
ment would have to demonstrate 
that there is a substantial need for 
the law and that the law serves 
that need.

But it’s more likely that a court 
finds the law is “content based” 
and requires the government to 
meet the higher “strict scrutiny” 
standard involving a compelling 
need for this restriction on speech 

that can only be accomplished 
through this forced sale or with-
drawal of TikTok from the U.S. 
market.

As opponents have noted, the 
law effectively seeks to change the 
ownership – and editorial control 
– of TikTok. And, further, the ef-
fect on TikTok creators and users 
would in no way be “incidental.” 
The law entirely restricts their 
content creation and consumption, 
something that wouldn’t be toler-
ated in any other media. Telling 
TikTok creators and users shut out 
from their favorite platform that 
they can use any other option is 
no different than telling someone 
they can no longer shop at their 
favorite bookstore – but could go 
anywhere else – or can’t read their 
favorite newspaper – but could 
subscribe to any other available 
paper.

The U.S. Supreme Court has 
addressed this issue in two cases:

* In 1965, the court decided 
Lamont v. Postmaster General. 
The case involved a law saying 
any piece of mail from a foreign 
country that was designated as 
“Communist political propagan-
da” would be held at the post of-
fice until the addressee confirmed 
they would like the mail to be de-
livered to them. To comply with 
the law, the post office would 
mail the addressee a card notify-
ing them that foreign Communist 
propaganda was waiting for them 
and telling the addressee that the 
material would be destroyed if 
they didn’t respond within 20 
days. The court ruled that even 
this national security-based delay 
in the delivery of mail violated the 
recipient’s First Amendment right 
to receive information.

* In 2017, the court held in 
Packingham v. North Carolina 
that a North Carolina law that pro-
hibited registered sex offenders 
from using the internet violated 
that same First Amendment right 
to receive information.

Do we really need this ban?
Should the law be challenged 

in court, the burden will be on the 
government to demonstrate a need 
for the law, regardless of which 
standard of review a court applies. 
This usually involves identifying 
some clear harm that comes from 

TikTok content.
The House of Representatives’ 

report on the initially proposed 
bill claims the law is necessary to 
protect national security and users’ 
personal privacy. These dangers 
come from adversary countries 
who “collect vast amounts of data 
on Americans, conduct espionage 
campaigns, and push misinforma-
tion, disinformation, and propa-
ganda on the American public.” 
Its primary sponsor, Rep. Mike 
Gallagher of Wisconsin, has cited 
“the potential for this platform to 
be used for the propaganda pur-
poses of the Chinese Communist 
Party.”

Another reason given is the dan-
ger that TikTok poses to children. 
Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi of Il-
linois, a co-sponsor, says TikTok 
promotes “drug paraphernalia, 
oversexualization of teenagers” 
and “constant content about sui-
cidal ideation.”

While both reasons may seem, 
on their face, to be valid – even 
substantial or compelling – First 
Amendment law requires more 
than just speculative fears of harm. 
The government will have to pres-
ent clear, documented evidence 
– more than sporadic anecdotes 
– that children are mentally or 
physically harmed after viewing 
TikTok content. This will likely 
require expert testimony and com-
prehensive scientific studies dem-
onstrating the connection between 
TikTok and harm to minors.

The same is true for claims that 
TikTok presents a threat to na-
tional security. Though courts are 
likely to give a bit of deference to 
the government here, the govern-
ment will have to present actual 
proof that TikTok is being used 
to collect its users’ personal infor-
mation, that ByteDance is taking 
that information and giving it to 
the Chinese government, and that 
the Chinese government is using 
that information in a dedicated 
propaganda campaign.

Is there any better way to pro-
tect national security than the Tik-
Tok law?

The most difficult hill for the 
government to climb would be 
demonstrating to a court that the 
law is the only way to protect 
children or avoid compromising 
national security. That’s because 
outright bans on speech are rarely 
successful in court.

One need look no further than 
earlier attempts to ban TikTok or 

other platforms owned by China-
based companies.

In 2023, Montana Gov. Greg 
Gianforte signed Senate Bill 419 
into law, banning TikTok through-
out the state. A federal judge 
quickly ruled that the law violated 
the First Amendment because the 
law burdened more speech than 
necessary, leaving no other ways 
to obtain the same content, ex-
plaining, “The Legislature used 
an axe to solve its professed con-
cerns when it should have used a 
constitutional scalpel.”

In August 2020, then-President 
Donald Trump issued an execu-
tive order banning TikTok from 
app stores. Separate lawsuits were 
filed by TikTok users and by the 
company itself. A similar ban was 
imposed on WeChat, a China-
based messaging app. Both bans 
were struck down. As a federal 
district court judge wrote in the 
WeChat case, the bans blocked 
“substantially more speech than 
is necessary to serve the govern-
ment’s significant interest in na-
tional security, especially given 
the lack of substitute channels for 
communication.”

A similar fate is likely to befall 
this TikTok law because there are 
better ways to achieve the goals of 
protecting children from harm and 
protecting our national security. 
These include:

* Enacting more comprehen-
sive privacy protection measures. 
While controversial, the European 
Union’s General Data Protection 
Regulation focuses on how com-
panies collect information, how 
they share that information, and 
how they disclose those practices, 
as a means of protecting personal 
privacy from abuse. This could be 
applied to all internet sites or just 
those like TikTok that raise spe-
cific privacy and national security 
concerns.

* Even less invasive is changing 
U.S. privacy laws and regulations 
to say users must affirmatively 
“opt in” to agree to collection of 
their data instead of the current 
practice of allowing social media 
platforms and other internet sites 
to collect their data unless the user 
“opts out.”

* Any social media platform in 
China or another foreign adversary 
nation could be required to make 
that ownership or control clear to 
allow users to be fully aware that 
their data may be at risk.

None of these are perfect so-
lutions, but they do demonstrate 
the variety of alternatives to an 
outright ban. Another example is 
limiting the ban to government-
owned or -issued devices or net-
works. Such a ban issued by the 
state of Texas was upheld by a 
federal judge in December 2023 
because it afforded those who 
wanted TikTok other ways to do 
so, namely by using a personal 
device or a different Wi-Fi or data 
network.

Furthermore, it is questionable 
whether the TikTok ban would 
even serve those goals of protect-
ing national security and individ-
uals’ personal privacy, as well as 
ensuring that children aren’t ex-
posed to harmful content. Other 
sites provide similar content to 
children. Other sites also collect 
personal data, with some making 
that data available for purchase by 
data brokers on the open market. 
So personal data from within the 
United States is likely to end up in 
the hands of the Chinese govern-
ment even if TikTok is not owned 
by ByteDance or available in the 
United States.

What’s the bottom line on the 
TikTok law?

It is all but certain that this law 
will be challenged in federal court 
on several grounds. One of those 
will be that the law violates the 
First Amendment. Because the 
law will effectively make TikTok 
unavailable in the United States if 
ByteDance doesn’t sell the plat-
form, that First Amendment chal-
lenge is almost certainly going to 
be successful. The only way the 
TikTok law can survive that court 
challenge is to show that it is not 
actually a ban on speech.

Kevin Goldberg is First Amend-
ment specialist for the Freedom 
Forum in Washington, D.C. He 
can be reached at kgoldberg@
freedomforum.org.

Rosanne Cash
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My freedom of speech is as important to me as 

my freedom to breathe. It is thrilling to know that 

expressing my convictions, no matter what they 

are, is supported by the First Amendment. When 

we protect free speech, we protect democracy.

Learn more at www.1forall.today.

Shop at Home, it makes $ense
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There Are
Good Things

To Keep In Mind
As we deal with another challenging year, resolutions for change are 

a good idea. Among actions to avoid, however, would be spending your 
hard-earned dollars outside our local communities.

Shopping at Home will help McKenzie Valley businesses continue to 
be supporters of area organizations, schools, and churches that in turn 
have counterbalanced the adverse impacts of the Lookout Fire..

Working together, we will remain “McKenzie Strong.”

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2024/05/09/opinion/is-the-tiktok-law-a-violation-of-the-first-amendment/6743.html

