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There’s more for your personal checklist in the 
Internet age of Holidays

NewsArk
John Glenn is a relative of the Condra who 

carved this record on the hemlock tree in 1867 - a 
century ago.

Employees to punch in
McKenzie will install tracking software

The lights in our nights
McKenzie area homes and businesses are glowing

FINN ROCK: Staff on 
the McKenzie Community 
School campus will be 
punching in and out soon, 
thanks to a plan approved 
at the district’s November 
15th board meeting. With a 
unanimous vote, the district 
board approved the purchase 
of software that will be used 
to operate timeclocks that 
are already installed in all 
the site’s buildings and are 
to be used by all employees 
to both check in and check 
out each workday. The 
costs of the system will be 
reimbursed by the state.

In other business, Lacey 
Joy, the district’s special 
programs coordinator, gave 
an update on a new grant 
that will provide $86,424 per 
year for the next five years. 

Boosting carbon sequestration
Study shows fast growing trees are the main factor

By Steve Lundeberg
OSU News

Forest modeling by Oregon State Uni-
versity scientists shows that a site’s pro-
ductivity – an indicator of how fast trees 
grow and how much biomass they accu-
mulate – is the main factor that determines 
which time period between timber harvests 
allows for maximum above-ground carbon 
sequestration.

The findings, published in the journal 
Forests, are important for Pacific North-
west forest managers seeking to strike an 
optimal balance between harvesting and 
carbon sequestration, an important tool in 
the fight against climate change.

The study by Catherine Carlisle, Temes-
gen Hailemariam, and Stephen Fitzgerald 
of the OSU College of Forestry notes that 
the carbon trapped in the woody biomass 
of U.S. forests offsets 13% of the nation’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. Green plants 
pull carbon dioxide from the air during 
photosynthesis, the process through which 

Dunn Forest, facing Coffin Butte.

they use sunlight to make 
food from carbon dioxide, 
soil nutrients, and water.

Forests in the Northwest 
stretch across nearly 25 mil-
lion acres and are among the 
most productive in the world, 
the authors say, with forests 
in the Oregon Coast Range 
boasting especially high bi-
omass and carbon densities 
thanks to the range’s wet and 
mild growing conditions.

“Whether short or long 
harvest rotations are bet-
ter for maximizing carbon 
sequestration has been the 

subject of considerable debate,” said Car-
lisle, who led the study as a graduate stu-
dent. “Future management decisions will 
need to strive to meet harvest requirements 
while also striving to maintain high rates of 
carbon sequestration.”

The study area for the modeling was 
the McDonald-Dunn Research Forest, an 
11,000-acre woodland northwest of Corval-
lis owned and managed by the College of 
Forestry. The forest is in the eastern foot-
hills of the Coast Range, and the dominant 
species in the McDonald-Dunn overstory is 
Douglas-fir, Oregon’s state tree and a ver-
satile timber tree that’s a source of boards, 
railroad ties, plywood veneer, and wood 
fiber.

The researchers inventoried more than 
300 stands known from past research to 
have four different productivity levels 
– high, medium-high, medium-low, and
low – and input stand data into the Forest
Vegetation Simulator, a software suite that
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Beneath a Beaver moon, the McKenzie River Discovery Center was also a beacon.

Leaburg Lake offers an inverse view of the lighted dam.

Although the nights will be getting darker, there are bright spots in Vida this year.

Lawns in Leaburg are among some of the spots brightening up Hwy. 126.

Steve Lundeberg

The funding will underpin 
a 21st Century Community 
Learning Center that 
some district patrons may 
remember operating locally 
from 2008 to 2013.

Joy said a joint 
application was made with 
the Crow, Mapleton, and 
Siuslaw school districts 
under the “Wellness from 
the Cascades to the Coast.”

From 45 to 60 third to 
eighth-grade students could 
be involved in after-school 
enrichment programs as 
well as a Friday offering 
that would include breakfast 
and lunch. 

Joy said key four 
elements would be stressed 
- including support for an
academic “power hour,”
academically enriching 

projects, monthly family 
engagement activities, and 
an advisory board overseen 
by the Lane Education 
Service District.

The monthly programs 
should begin in early 
January and will also 
include field trips with the 
other participating school 
districts.

Three more people will 
be hired to oversee the 
program, which should 
break out to 15 students 
per adult. In addition, high 
school students can also 
function in paid supervisory 
roles that could be beneficial 
parts of their resumes if they 
apply for college admission, 
Joy said.



WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Releases
11/21	 49	 40	 0.03	 461 cfs
11/22	 50	 32	 0	 455 cfs
11/23	 51	 39	 0	 444 cfs
11/24	 50	 34	 0	 NA
11/25	 42	 29	 0	 NA
11/26	 45	 34	 0	 365 cfs
11/27	 46	 36	 0	 309 cfs 

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
11/21	 47	 33	 0.02	 2,950 cfs
11/22	 61	 34	 0.07	 2,850 cfs
11/23	 61	 42	 0	 2,690 cfs
11/24	 50	 29	 0	 2,590 cfs
11/25	 44	 27	 0	 2,500 cfs
11/26	 47	 24	 0	 2,400 cfs
11/27	 48	 25	 0	 2,250 cfs
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McKenzie Valley
Rain

90% chance precip
High: 44 Low: 41

McKenzie Valley
Showers

60% chance precip
High: 47 Low: 44

Santiam Pass
Snow Showers

60% chance precip
High: 32 Low: 29

McKenzie Valley
Showers

60% chance precip
High: 51 Low: 48

Santiam Pass
Rain/Snow Showers

60% chance precip
High: 37 Low: 33

Friday 12/1 Saturday 12/2 Sunday 12/3

Santiam Pass
Snow

9% chance precip
High: 30 Low: 28
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In the spirit
of Thanksgiving

The Bottle Boys “Dime at 
a Time” program has gifted 
McKenzie Fire & Rescue with a 
$500 donation for the Life Jacket 
Lending Program.

McKenzie Fire & Rescue be-
gan the Life Jacket Lending Pro-
gram in 2000 following a tragic 
incident and have since partnered 
with the McKenzie River Guides 
to ensure life jackets are available 
at no charge for daily use on the 
McKenzie River. Life jackets are 
distributed in the Spring to busi-
nesses in the McKenzie Valley, 
where they remain during the 

summer months. People enjoy-
ing the recreational value of the 
McKenzie River can pick up a life 
jacket on any given day at any of 
these businesses during the sum-
mer months and are asked to re-
turn it so that someone else may 
also benefit from the use.

Life jackets are then picked 
up in the fall, inventoried and 
cleaned, replaced as needed, then 
stored for use the following year.

We extend our heartfelt thanks 
to the Bottle Boys for this dona-
tion to our Life Jacket Lending 
Program and will use it for the 
purchase of new lifejackets.  

McKenzie Fire & Rescue

McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity Girls 
and Boys Basketball teams 
travel to Mapleton Thursday 
through Saturday, November 30 
- December 2, to participate in the 
Mapleton Invitational Basketball 
Tournament. The Eagle girl’s tip-
off versus Powers at 12:30 pm on 
Thursday and the McKenzie boys 
contest Falls City/Kings Valley 
Charter at 5:00 pm later that day.

The Eagle teams’ schedules 
remain TBD depending on wins 
or losses as the Tournament 
progresses. The McKenzie teams 
travel to Prospect on Tuesday, 
December 5. The Eagle girl’s 
game is scheduled for a 5:30 pm 
start and the boy’s varsity game 
will begin at 7:00 pm.

Lowell Lowers The Boom, 
Red Devils Run Rampant 

In Winning 2A State Football 
Championship 

The Lowell Red Devils put 
a stamp on the 2023 OSAA/
OnPoint Community Credit 
Union 2A Football State 
Championship. Lowell, ranked 
3rd in the final Class 2A State 
rankings, thoroughly thrashed 
top-ranked Weston-McEwen/
Griswold, 74-42, to claim the 
blue State Championship trophy. 
The Red Devils finished their 
extraordinary season with a 12-

1 record and handed Weston-
McEwen/Griswold (11-1) its first 
loss. The Championship contest 
was held at Hillsboro Stadium last 
Saturday, November 25. 

Meanwhile, over in Hermiston, 
the 10th ranked Echo Cougars 
(9-3) put a cap on its Cinderella 
1A Six-man football season with 
another upset, this time a 47-40 
victory over the 4th ranked Joseph 
Eagles (9-2). The Cougars, in their 
four-post season game march to 
the Championship title, averaged 
41.2 pts/game while holding their 
opponents to 18.2 pts/game.

The 1A Eight-man 
Championship went a little more 

as predicted as the number one 
team in the State rankings, Lost 
River held off second ranked 
Crane, 30-20. Lost River finished 
unblemished at 11-0 and Crane 
dropped its first game of the season 
to finish 10-1.

Eagle Grid Iron Athletes 
Garner League Accolades

The McKenzie 1A Six-man 
football team coached by Head 
Coach Neil Barrett and Assisted 
by Joshua Henley finished the 
2023 SD- North (Mountain West 
League) season tied for fifth place 
with Crow/City First Christian 
Academy, with a 2-5 League 
record and 2-6 overall. The Eagles 

finished ranked 20th out of 27 
Class 1A Six-man football teams 
in the State.

The Eagles landed five athletes 
on the 2023 SD-2 North All 
League teams. Junior Jamie 
LeClair was selected as a First 
Team All League Defensive 
Lineman. Fellow junior, Ayten 
Brown, joined his teammate on the 
First Team as Punter. Sophomore 
Eagle Allen Acevedo secured 
three honors, selected Second 
Team Running Back, Linebacker 
and Returner. Earning Honorable 
Mention All League were senior 
Salomon Acevedo as a Defensive 
Back and senior Thomas Hayes as 

What lawmakers 
should learn from 
the teachers strike

By Tim Nesbitt
The Portland teachers strike 

sent a message to state lawmak-
ers who hold the purse strings for 
Portland and the state’s other 196 
school districts: You can’t keep 
writing checks for our schools 
without getting more involved in 
how those checks are spent.

Portland teachers managed to 
force changes in the district’s 
budget, boosting their salaries and 
highlighting the issue of unman-
ageable class sizes. But they had 
no way to deal with the state’s K-
12 budget, which became the im-
movable object at the bargaining 
table and set the non-negotiable 
dollar limits for any settlement. 

The Portland strike exposed the 
illusion of local control in our K-
12 system. And it has set the stage 
for a reckoning with the dysfunc-
tion that results from the split-
level governance of our schools in 
budgeting, bargaining and manag-
ing for results in our kids’ class-
rooms.

Budget documents show that 
roughly two-thirds of school fund-

ing comes from the state (income 
taxes and lottery receipts) and the 
other third from local districts 
(property taxes). But that’s mis-
leading. The Legislature controls 
both its own allocation to the State 
School Fund and the distribution 
of local school districts’ property 
tax revenue, by equalizing fund-
ing across all districts. 

With the exception of some lo-
cal option levies and bonds for 
capital projects, every local school 
district budget is set by the state. 
In effect, the 90 members of the 
Legislature function as a super 
school board, telling their un-
derlings what they have to spend 
while remaining at arms’ length 
from the consequences of under-
funding or underperformance in 
our schools. 

That arms’ length relationship 
was called out by the Portland 
teachers, when the union blamed 
the Legislature for its failure to 
provide enough funding for a rea-
sonable settlement. Portland law-
makers countered that they had 
sweetened the school funding pot 
above what’s called the “current 
service level.” But that pot was 
built on assumptions that failed 
to recognize the inflationary pres-
sures on salaries in today’s econ-

omy. And there was nothing that 
the teachers and administrators in 
Portland could do to remedy that 
failure but argue over competing 
shares of the hand they were dealt 
by the Legislature.

To a large extent, all nego-
tiations in the public sector are a 
struggle over budgeting and bar-
gaining. And when the Legislature 
has the largest role in the school 
budgeting process, it shouldn’t 
expect to remain aloof from the 
impacts of its decisions on local 
bargaining as well. 

Other states have tackled this 
problem with some form of state-
wide bargaining for teachers, ei-
ther for minimum starting salaries 
(12 states) or full salary sched-
ules (Hawaii). That idea remains 
a hard sell for the state teachers 
union, which has liked getting 
two bites of the apple by lobbying 
for dollars at the state level and 
bargaining for their shares in local 
districts. But that second bite be-
came a bitter one in Portland this 
year. And the strike that followed 
makes the case for reforms of the 
state’s funding practices to make 
explicit what amount is intended 
for teacher compensation when 
lawmakers approve the massive 
K-12 budget.

Still, the Portland strike wasn’t 
just about the traditional bargain-
ing subjects of wages, hours and 

working conditions. It was also 
about shared governance with an 
elected school board, which can 
all too easily exacerbate the con-
flict between budgeting and bar-
gaining.

Class size can be cast as an is-
sue of working conditions. But it 
rests on staffing levels, which can 
only be determined in an overall 
budget with agreed-upon labor 
costs. That’s the chicken-and-egg 
problem with budgeting and bar-
gaining. 

This is another issue for the 
Legislature, which sets the scope 
and processes for public sec-
tor bargaining in Oregon. In the 
1990s, lawmakers eliminated an 
obligation to take bargaining dis-
putes to a neutral factfinder, prior 
to allowing a union to strike or a 
district to impose its final offer. 
This was done to speed up the 
bargaining process. But, without 
that requirement, we saw wildly 

conflicting assertions about the 
district’s ability to meet the teach-
ers demands in Portland. In one 
case, the union didn’t even bother 
to put cost estimates on one of its 
major proposals. 

As local unions press for more 
say in budgeting, they are going to 
have to deal with the full financial 
impacts of their demands, includ-
ing the total compensation costs 
that affect staffing levels and the 
downstream impact of big-ticket 
items like retirement benefits. 
Both unions and school boards 
will need to dig into a district’s 
spreadsheets to establish a shared 
reality for short-term budgeting 
and far-sighted decision-making. 

Fact finding can help in this 
process; restoring it as a touch-
stone in public sector bargaining 
ought to be one of lawmakers’ 
first responses to the Portland ex-
perience.

Guest Opinion - Page 9
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Nov. 21: 4:14 a.m: Alarm - 
41700 block, McK. Hwy.

9:13 a.m: Fraud - 92200 blk, 
Whitmore St.

9:32 a.m: Civil Service - 37500 
blk, Parsons Creek Rd.

9:44 a.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 37800 blk, MJ Chase 
Rd.

10:14 a.m: Civil Service - 
37200 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

2:36 p.m: Harassment - 54700 
blk, McK. Hwy.

12:08 p.m: Reckless Driving - 
Marcola Rd. & Saunders Rd.

5:25 p.m: Disturbance Dispute 
- 38100 blk, McK. Hwy.

Nov. 22: 2:42 p.m: Disabled 
Vehicle - 91800 blk, Blue River 
Reservoir Rd.

3:07 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. & Potter Ln.

3:13 p.m: Harassment - 55500 
blk, Drury Dr.

3:23 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. & Potter Ln.

6:13 p.m: Alarm - 89300 blk, 
Old Mohawk Rd.

Nov. 23: 6:28 p.m: Alarm - 
38100 blk, Boscage Ln.

9:10 p.m: Harassment - 92200 
blk, Carson St.

Nov. 24: 3:29 p.m: Medical 
Info Call - 40000 blk, Mohawk 
River Rd.

4:39 p.m: Animal Complaint - 
36500 blk, Alder Branch Rd.

10:34 p.m: Alarm - 38100 blk, 
Boscage Ln.

Nov. 25: 3:59 p.m: Dog Bite 
- Lat: 44.16777542. Long: -
122.225245.

Nov. 26: 3:40 p.m: Citizen 
Contact - 91500 blk, Horse Creek 
Rd.

Nov. 27: 12:17 a.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 44900 blk, McK. 
Hwy.

8:24 a.m: Welfare Check - 
37900 blk, Shenandoah Lp.

3:22 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. Milepost 37.

3:59 p.m: Civil Service – 
Lookout Campground.

Subscribe   TODAY!
tinyurl.com/2vf5caa6

We have over 30 years experience specializing in  McKenzie  Real  Estate.  
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance 
with all your real estate needs.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer at

Windermere Real Estate since 2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

* based on Winderemere’s annual Top Producers List

Explore a treasure trove of McKenzie River history -
in the back issues of this newspaper. Go to: tinyurl.com/2rkpksen
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Nov. 28: 06:37: Crash, Injury 
– Hwy. 126 E, Milepost 14. A 
truck was traveling eastbound 
when it lost control on freezing 
fog and impacted the ditch, which 
caused the truck to roll. The driver 
was transported to the hospital 
with injuries. Involved: Silver/
aluminum Chevy C35, 49-year-
old male from Eugene.

State Police
Report

5:52 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. Mp. 25.

6:06 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
44600 blk, McK. Hwy.

6:35 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. & Leaburg Dr.

Comments, as reported, may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Keep in Touch
- Weekly -
Subscribe to

the McKenzie’s
own newspaper

tinyurl.com/2vf5caa6

MRR

Nov. 21: 8:00: 44000 block, 
Leaburg Dam Rd. Medical, 
General. Patient Assessed, 1 
Transported.

20:13: 89000 blk, Twin Firs 
Rd.. Medical, Trauma. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal Obtained.

13:14: McK. Hwy./Holden 
Creek Rd. Motor Vehicle Accident. 
Non-Injury/Non-Blocking.

Nov. 22: 14:20: 7900 blk, 
Thurston Rd.. Medical, General. 
Cancelled On Scene.

18:07: 88000 blk, Missy 
Ln Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

Nov. 23: 8:32: 40000 blk, 
York Ln. Medical, Heart. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

11:26: 7000 blk, Thurston 
Rd.. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

Nov. 24: 11:28: McK. Hwy./ 
Deerhorn Rd. MVA. Blocking, 
Non-Injury.

14:03: 89000 blk, Twin Firs 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Refusal.

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

www.mckenzierivergiftshop.com

Nov. 21: 08:28: Medical - 
Aufderheide Drive/McK. Hwy. 
Female, Conscious, Breathing.

Nov. 27: 08:28: Medical - 
54655 McK. River Dr. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

The Upper McK. Fire 
District’s board of directors will 
hold its monthly meeting at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, November 
15th, at the McK. Fire Station, 
56578 McK. Hwy. in McKenzie 
Bridge. 

Nov. 25: 14:30: 38000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Residential Fire. 
Extinguished Fire, Overhaul.

17:46: 87000 blk, Cedar Flat 
Rd. Smoke From A Structure. 
Investigated For Smoke, None 
Found.

Nov. 26: 13:50: 37000 blk, 
Camp Creek Rd. Public Assist. 
Lift Assist.

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting on Monday, December 
18th at noon, in the Leaburg 
Training Center, 42870 McK. 
Hwy. The district maintains 
Facebook, Twitter, and web 
pages. If you have a question or 
concern about any Fire District 
business, give Chief Bucich 
a call @ 541-896-3311. If he 
is unavailable, please leave a 
message and he will respond 
ASAP.

mailto:nadine@windermere.com
http://www.mckenzierivergiftshop.com
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This Space
For Rent
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By Slim Randles

Need to talk?
Call 988

...saving stories 
from the rising

tide of time.

Emergency?   Call 911

Alphonse Wilson here, you 
know … yore pal Windy?  And I’m 
here to set the record straight, once 
and forever more, on turkeys.

Now for those folks out there 
who think a turkey is something 
hot and brown and tasty and is full 
of stuffing, this here’ll come as a 
shock. You see, before he becomes 
a tasteful delicacity, the turkey 
is a big ol’ bird who lives in the 
woods, or on a farm, and ain’t too 
awful smart, neither. Iffen a turkey 
was smart, we’d probably have to 
eat vegetables for Thanksgiving. 
Now that’s a fact. Truth be told, if 
you had a big ol’ dial thingie with 
Alfred Linestein on one end of the 
smart meter … you know, like to 
measure who is the intellectual 
prairie fire and who ain’t? … 

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB #50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com

We’ve made holiday shopping easy!

Save 15% on all teas, teaware, and gifts at 

ARTOFTEADEAL.COM/34 with code MB15.

Code MB15 valid on online orders placed until December 31, 2023, at 11:59 PM PST. Discount does not 
apply to gift cards, wholesale orders, or Tea of the Month Subscriptions. Code cannot be combined 

with any other offer or discount.

The Condra Tree
As Reported By Lester Calder

Lane County Historian
VIII No. 2, June 1967

A special interest has been 
added to the finding of the Condra 
tree markings discovered in 1960 
in the McKenzie River Valley 
Country, with the earth circling 
on February 20 by John Glenn, 
first American astronaut. It is in-
teresting to note that Glenn is a 
relative of the Condra who carved 
this record on the hemlock tree in 
1867 - almost a century ago.

Another occasion for this story 
is that the section of the tree bear-
ing the scribing has been on dis-
play at the Lane County Museum 
in Eugene and is being viewed by 
thousands of visitors. The pre-
serving and display are due to the 
efforts of Lester Calder, an official 
of the Weyerhaeuser Company of 
Springfield and former chairman 
of the Museum Commission.

The following account was 
published in the Springfield News 
of September 29, 1960, telling 
of the date of the crossing of the 
plains to Oregon of the Condra 
family who settled near Halsey in 
Linn County, and were relatives 
of Rev. Robert Robe, who took 
such an active part in the building 
of Eugene City and Lane County, 
in the 1850’s.

“Silas R. Condra (age 8) trav-
eled west with his father, mother, 
four brothers and one sister in 
1853. It was only during that mi-
gration season of that year that 
the government attempted to reg-
ister the wagon trains at Umatilla 
Agency. Here the record shows 
that Aaron and Cordelia Condra, 
their five children at their side, 
checked in on October 29, 1853.

“Aaron took up Donation 
Land Claim No. 1760 about 6 
miles southeast of Halsey, Ore. 
Silas, like any other youngster 
in a strange and beautiful land, 
roamed the hills in the area . One 
day in the early Spring of 1867 
(it seems), Silas and some of his 
young friends rode off into the 
hills. They followed an old trail, 
which the Calapooya Indians 
used in going from the Willa-
mette Valley to Sisters where they 
obtained obsidian to make their 

arrow heads.
“Silas may have been hunting 

game for the Condra household but 
being too far from home he hadn’t 
shot any prey, lest it spoil on his 
return trip. Or he may have been a 
22-year old man out roaming. 

After his long ride he sat down 
in front of the trunk of a Hemlock 
tree and carved his name and brief 
life history. This is what he scribed: 
June 12, 1867 - Silas R. Condra - 
Born July 11, 1845 - in Nox. Co., 
Ill. - crossed plains in 1853 - Son. 
(The dates were verified through 
current research). He started to 
carve “son” but his friends (may 
have) called impatiently to be on 

their way so he left the tree with 
just “son” inscribed.

“Ninety-three years later Ce-
cil Cunningham, assistant branch 
forester for the Weyerhaeuser Cal-
apooya Tree Farm found the hem-
lock with the long scar not com-
pletely healed over along a fire 
protection road near Vida. Since 
the scar was similar to those found 
at section corners where “bearing 
trees” are scribed by the govern-
ment, Cunningham was curious 
and chopped away the live wood 
covering which exposed the knife 
scribing. Along the right edge of 
the inscription rotten wood par-
tially destroyed the last part of the 
numerals.

The tree when felled in 1960 
was about 200 years old and 30 
inches in diameter. It stood on 
the ridge between Gate Creek 
and Calapooya River, about four 
miles east and six miles north of 
the village of Vida which is about 
30 miles east of Eugene on the 
McKenzie River. Delford Condra, 
nephew of Silas, is presently an 
employee of Weyerhaeuser Com-
pany in Cottage Grove, Oregon.

1867 scribing on a hemlock tree, discovered and chopped out, on the 
Weyerhaeuser Calapooya farm, about 35 miles east of Eugene on a ridge 
between the McKenzie and Calapooya Rivers. (Lower) Loading the scribed 
segment of the “Condra Tree” by Weyerhaeuser Co. employees. Note the 
fine virgin stand of Douglas fir trees - the predominant species of the area. 
(Upper) Woodsmen preparing to fell the 200 year old hemlock with a mod-
ern chainsaw. Note the old scribing on the left side of the tree. It is on 
display at the Lane Co. Pioneer Museum.

wellsir, at the very other end of 
that dial you’d have a flat brown 
rock, and then, ‘way off in the 
distance … the other side of the 
rock, there’d be a turkey.

And that there turkey’d be there 
all by hisself, too. So you might 
think he’d get kinda lonesome out 
there all solitaried, right? Nossir. 
That’s ‘cause he ain’t smart 
enough to get lonesome.

Ain’t but two things a turkey can 
do proper, folks. Just two, and you 
can take this to the blank, too. For 
one thing, he companionizes right 
well with cranberry sauce twice or 
once a year. Yes he does. And for 
another? Well, he just might make 
a likely candidate for the United 
States Congress of America! 

And you can tell ‘em I said so.
-------------

This year, disguise your turkey 
as something that doesn’t taste as 
good. You know, like a porcupine, 
or squash. Ideas at www.
simpleeverydaymom.com.

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
For complete details, including costs and limitations, please contact us. 
Product not available in all states.6294

Affordable

pet INSURANCE

Help protect your pet and pocketbook 

1-888-575-0349
InsureBarkMeow.com/MCKriver

MP 20, McKenzie Hwy
(541) 896-0500

Christmas Tree Permits

“Mix 6” 
Craft Beverages

Hot Food To-Go
Firewood

Over 30 Kombuchas

mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
http://www.mckenzievalleypump.com
http://www.simpleeverydaymom.com
http://www.simpleeverydaymom.com
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Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny
GETTING THE 

CHRISTMAS TREE 
FROM THE WOODS

“Come on! It’s time to get the 
tree from the woods,” Father 
called.

He had hitched Dick and Nellie 
to the sleigh he used for hauling 
firewood from the forest. We four 
children piled onto the sleigh with 
Mother. We sat on empty grain 
bags, with the bear robe pulled 
over our legs.

“Make sure you’re bundled 
up,” Mother said. “Don’t want 
you catching cold.”

Father called, “Geddy-up, 
geddy-up” to Dick and Nellie. 
The sleigh started with a jolt, and 
we rode over the glistening snow. 
I liked to hear it crunch under the 
heavy wooden sleigh runners.

Shep, our collie, ran beside the 
sleigh. He barked as we went over 
the bridge, past the barn ad across 
the backfield. “Careful,” Mother 
warned.

“We don’t want you falling off 
the sleigh.”

We could hardly sit still as the 
horses followed the trail beyond 
the pond in the pasture, and to 
the woods. Once we entered the 
woodland, we heard the blue 
jays calling from tree to tree. We 
climbed up the trail through the 
woods. 

We rode past the woodland 
waterfalls. The water echoed as it 
tumbled under the ice.

Beyond the falls was a turn-
around in the trail where Father 
stopped the sleigh.

He left the sleigh there, and 
Mother stayed with our younger 
brother. We older children 
followed Father as he hiked to the 

spot where he’d selected a tree 
earlier in the year.

The snow was deep. It seemed 
to take forever as we trudged 
along, stepping in Father’s tracks.

“Here we are,” Father said. We’d 
reached a hemlock tree, Father’s 
favorite for Christmas trees.

I thought it was so pretty as it 
swayed in the breeze over the 
white carpet of snow. There was 
snow on the branches. But that fell 
off when Father cut the tree and 
began dragging it behind him.

When we reached the sleigh, 
Mother was filling a feedbag with 
greens. “We’re going to make them 
into wreaths,” she exclaimed..

We began singing Jingle Bell as 
we rode toward home.

“Can we have hot cocoa?” I 
asked Mother as we piled off the 
sleigh in front of the house.

“I like getting the Christmas tree 
from the woods,” Little Brother 
said as he ate the marshmallow 
from his cocoa.

“That’s one of the best parts of 
Christmas,” Sister added. “And 
tonight we’ll decorate tree.”

(Later, a tractor replaced the 
horses, but this remained one of 
the most enjoyable activities of 
Christmas during my childhood.)

Snacks for Tree Gathering
Serve hot chocolate or hot-

spiced cider, along with favorite 
cookies....oatmeal, chocolate 
chip, sugar cookies decorated with 
red and green sprinkles, brownies, 
gingerbread or other holiday 
goodies.

(c) Mary Emma Allen

(Mary Emma Allen, who grew 
up on a farm, often writes about 
nostalgic and inspirational 
topics.)

By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

Colorful indoor plants make delightful gifts

Use it
OR

Lose it
Ever wonder why small businesses close? Without a supportive 

local customer base it’s very hard to exist.
Economists say every dollar we spend turns over up to seven 

times. That means a dollar spent “in town” equals a loss of $7 for 
local trade, wages, tax support, and other community benefits. Each 
$100 spent in the metro area for gas, food, and shopping translates 
into a $700 gain for that community, not ours. That $700 may not 
seem to amount to much to them, but it does to us.
Let’s keep part of the dollars we spend here, and working for us.

Shop at Home, it makes $ense

McKenzie
River Reflections

MRR mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com

Winter-blooming indoor plants 
are a welcome way to take the 
edge off the chill and gloom of 
winter and make delightful gifts 
for the holidays.

The choices go beyond 
traditional poinsettias and 
amaryllis. Colorful African 
violets, gloxinia, cyclamen, 
orchids, ornamental peppers, and 
Christmas cactus are blooming 
and readily available. Dress them 
up with bows and cellophane or 
combine a few in a basket with 
store-bought or garden-harvested 
moss and some decorations and 
present them as gifts or to a plant 
lover on your list.

Before you buy, though, 
consider some key care tips, 
including how to get them 
home, said Brooke Edmunds, a 
horticulturist with Oregon State 
University Extension Service. 
She advises taking a cardboard 
box along with you to the store 

and then covering the plant after 
getting it into the car.

“You want to keep them 
protected from drafts and mimic 
the conditions of being in a 
warm situation,” she said. “Use 
something that won’t crush the 
plant but protects it against cold 
shock. Avoid putting them in the 
trunk where it gets colder.”

Once you get them home, check 
to see if they are badly rootbound 
and need to be repotted to a 
larger container size. If so, use a 
well-draining potting soil with 
perlite or peat moss in the mix. If 
the plant comes wrapped in foil 
or cellophane, cut holes in the 
bottom so water drains through. 
Most plants will rot if left sitting 
in water, Edmunds said.

Potted plants are well fertilized 
before being shipped to stores, 
so let the recipient know they 
don’t have to feed them for 
several weeks. When it’s time, 

use a houseplant fertilizer high in 
phosphorous, which is the middle 
number on the label, and the 
element that helps them bloom.

“When it comes to watering, 
more people overwater than 
underwater,” Edmunds said. 
“Check to see if the plant needs 
water by sticking your finger 2 
inches into the soil. If it’s dry, go 
ahead and water.”

The foliage of some plants, such 
as African violets, can be damaged 
if water – especially cold water 
– gets on the leaves. They also 
get root rot easily. Avoid that by 
watering from below. Or carefully 
water with room-temperature 
water from above, let it drain, 
and then empty the saucer it sits 
in. Also, steer clear of misting, 
which can promote foliar disease. 
African violets are more likely to 
bloom if a bit root-bound.

Keep plants away from drafts, 
in bright light and in temperatures 
of 70 degrees or above during the 
day and 55 or above at night.

“It’s a nice idea to write down 
instructions on a pretty card to 
include with the plant,” Edmunds 
suggested.

Don’t be concerned if gloxinia 
or cyclamen die down after 
blooming. That’s normal. You 
can either discard the plant and 
buy a new one next year or let it 
go dormant for a few months until 
foliage reappears. Then grow it 
like you would any houseplant.

Look for plants – particularly 
orchids and Christmas cactus 
– that have some tight buds as 
well as open flowers to extend 
bloom. Orchids can be difficult 
to rebloom unless you have a 
greenhouse or can mimic warm, 
moist conditions.

Colorful ornamental peppers 
may look delicious but are often 
extremely hot, so keep them off 
your taste buds and where kids 
and pets can’t get to them.

Mary Stewart

African violet is a popular indoor houseplant that can be given as a holiday 
gift.

Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. Standard S&H applies.

Exp. 12/31/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

1.888.497.1173 ask for 74222ZKA
OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8172

Get 8 FREE Burgers

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8 FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222ZKA     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

We guarantee fast & friendly service to all our customers through-
out the McKenzie Valley and surrounding areas

DOT#4004025 SDS#39603 
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Community Notes
Nov. 27 - Dec. 22

Electrical SurveyContrac-
tors working with Lane Electric 
Cooperative will conduct survey 
work in the McKenzie and Blue 
River areas from November 27, 
2023, through December 22, 
2023. The work includes map-
ping existing electrical infrastruc-
ture, including collecting data for 
power-related infrastructure such 
as poles and transformers as part 
of the recovery from the Holiday 
Farm Fire.

December 2
Christmas Bazaar

The McKenzie Valley’s seasonal 
festivities will begin with Vida 
McKenzie Community Center’s 
Annual Christmas Bazaar. The 
Bazaar will be held at Walterville 
Community Center and Grange 
on Saturday, December 2nd from 9 
a.m to 3 p.m. 

Guests will be greeted by 
the mouthwatering smells of 
breakfast and lunch items offered 
at the snack bar and by the glitter 
and charm of gift items offered by 
over twenty artisans. Santa Claus 
will arrive at 10:30 a..m.

Santa’s Workshop will provide 
an opportunity for children (young 
and old) to snap a photo with 
Santa or for youngsters to decorate 
Christmas cookies, create hand-
made Christmas cards or shop for 
their family.

A bevy of raffle items will be 
waiting for the lucky winners 
(hint: to save hand-cramping 
writing, bring address labels to 
affix to the raffle tickets.) Guests 
will also learn about the wonderful 
progress in the rebuilding of Vida 
McKenzie Community Center, 
destroyed in the 2020 Holiday 
Farm Fire. Since VMCC is 
partnering with the “Bottle Boys” 
to raise money for non-profits in 
the McKenzie Valley, guests are 
encouraged to bring bags of cans 
and bottles to the Bazaar to aid in 
this valley-wide recycling effort. 
VMCC’s Christmas Bazaar is a 
not-to-be-missed event. Come 
one! Come all!

December 2
Dime At A Time

The Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting sessions are 
held every Saturday from 9 - 
11 a.m. at the Leaburg Store. 
Donations can be dropped off 
there as well.

December 2
Tree Decorating

The Walterville Grange is asking 
people to come help decorate 
the Grange’s Christmas tree at 5 
p.m. All are welcome. Soup and 
beverages will be provided, please 
bring a finger food. 

December 4-8
Dirty Work at VMCC

“Billy Goats” & “Flat Landers” 
needed for dirty work at Vida 

McKenzie Community Center 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Vida 
McKenzie Community Center has 
partnered with PureWater Partners 
and Upper Willamette Soil & 
Water Conservation District to 
install a native plant/fire-wise 
landscape at VMCC. Who knew 
that the optimal time to plant these 
native plants is from November to 
January?? Burrrr!

VMCC is looking for volunteers 
to plant plants on the south bank of 
the property and around the level 
driveway areas between the dates 
of December 4th and December 
8th . VMCC will provide snacks 
and warm drinks, but volunteers 
will need to bring their own tools 
(shovels, trowels, rakes) , gloves, 
boots, warm coats or rain coats, 
and good energy.

Interested in helping restore this 
landscape which was destroyed 
in the 2020 Holiday Farm Fire? 
Contact:  John Barnum. 

December 5
 Board of Commissioners 
Lane County Board of Com-

missioners. Harris Hall, 125 E 
8th Ave, Eugene, The Board of 
Commissioner meetings begin 
at 9 a.m. in Harris Hall, unless 
otherwise noted on the published 
agenda. Regular Board Meetings 
are scheduled for Tuesday. 
Wednesday Board meetings are 
on an as needed basis.

December 5
Coffee With Locals

Meet at the McKenzie Bridge 
General Store, 91837 Taylor Rd, 
Come have a cup of coffee with 
the locals at 10 a.m. (paid for by 
Locals Helping Locals). Catch up 
with your neighbors, discuss how 
you are doing in the fire recovery 
process, and share your successes 
and struggles. Contact Brenda 
Hamlow with questions: (541) 
729-9802.

December 5
Family Story Time

From 10 to 11 a.m. at the Camp 
Creek Church Fellowship Hall, 
37529 Upper Camp Creek Rd. 
Some special fun for children 5 
and under (with their adults) to 
enjoy stories, singing, laughter, 
and friendship.

December 5
Holiday Farm Fire Recovery

The State of Oregon is 
providing funds for Holiday 
Farm wildfire recovery and all are 
welcome to join the conversation. 
A committee of individuals, 
organizations, and agencies are 
meeting regularly online and in-
person to make recommendations. 
The next meeting is tentatively 
on December 5th from 1-4 
p.m.. In-person at the Upper 
McKenzie Community Center, 
54745 McKenzie River Drive in 
Rainbow. Check the webpage to 
confirm date and location: https://
lanecountyor.gov/PIER . There 

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, either in church on 
Hwy. 126 just east of Walterville, or on our Facebook livestream.  You 
may also make prayer requests, or request an emailed or earth-mailed 
bulletin -- phone or send email to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@
gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Click here and stay in 
touch with events online 
McKenzie Community 
Events Calendar.

is time set aside at the beginning 
and end for public comments 
and questions. The State of 
Oregon program is called PIER 
- Planning, Infrastructure, and 
Economic Revitalization – visit 
lanecountyor.gov/PIER to provide 
comments, confirm meeting 
dates/timeframes/locations, sign 
up for project updates, register 
for the meeting zoom link, and 
access meeting materials. Email 
megan.m.heurion@lanecountyor.
gov or call 541-852-8259 to 
submit comments or questions. 
The Committee will formally vote 
on priorities during these public 
meetings. 

December 5
Cornhole League

The Upper McKenzie Cornhole 
League will meet from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. at the Upper McKenzie 
Center, 54745 McKenzie River 
Dr in Rainbow. Free bag tossing 
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
every month, Bring some snacks 
to share.

December 5
EWEB Board Meeting

Customers and the general 
public are welcome and encour-
aged to attend in person or watch 
a live stream of the meeting 
in real-time.. Commissioners 
hold regularly scheduled public 
meetings on the first Tuesday of 
each month, typically starting 
at 5:30 p.m. Customers and the 
general public are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.

An interpreter can be provided 
with 48 hours’ notice prior to 
the meeting. To arrange for this 
service, call 541-685-7000.

December 5
Grange Meeting

The Walterville Grange’s meet-
ing and potluck will be held on 
Tuesday night. Dinner starts 
@ 6:30 p.m. with the meeting 
afterwards @ 7:30 p.m.

December 6
Watershed Wednesday 
Green Island, 31799-31601 

Green Island Rd, Eugene, from 9 
- 11:30 a.m. Join McKenzie River 
Trust every Wednesday morning 
to help care for this special 
area where the Mckenzie and 
Willamette Rivers meet. Projects 
vary based on the season but 
typically include invasive species 
removal, habitat care, or planting/
tree establishment.

December 6
Blue River Water Board 

The board will meet at 6 
p.m. at the McKenzie Schools 
administration building. A link 
to the meeting is available at: 
blueriverpark.com

December 6
Blue River Park Board 

The board will meet at 6:30 
p.m. at the McKenzie Schools 
administration building. A link 
to the online meeting is at: 
blueriverwaterdistrict.com.

1-855-972-7729
Visit PittmanDavis.com/P4YL19
Only $19.99 (reg. $32.99), plus $5.99 shipping. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 
Order by December 15, 2023  for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.  IC:  P�YL��

Winter Favorites
Assortment

NOW ONLY 

$1999

SAVE 39%
Reg. Price $32.99

plus $5.99 shipping

December 6
Free Produce

1:00pm - 3:00pm
Orchid Health McKenzie River 

Clinic, 54771 McKenzie Highway, 
Blue River, OR 97413, USA 

Come by Orchid Health 
McKenzie River Clinic every 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of the month 
for free fruits and vegetables!

Who can get produce plus? 
Households residing in Lane 
County and all McKenzie River 
Community members who sign 
up can be served, as long as they 
are under the income guidelines.

Pick-up location: Orchid 
Health McKenzie River - 54771 
McKenzie Hwy. Blue River, OR 
97413

Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
the month from 1 - 3pm (weather 
permitted)

For more information or to sign 
up please call: (541) 822-3341

December 8
2nd Friday Art Walk

The Emerald Art Center in 
dowtown Springfield will host 
thhe wal from 4 to 7:30 p.m. Meet 
at 500 Main Street.

December 9
Holiday Bridge Lighting

The festivities begin at 5 p.m. 
with the raft parade float by and 
followed by the lighting of the 
Belknap Bridge (thanks to Lane 
Electric) with Christmas Caroling 
and Holiday Cheer. Inside the Up-
per McKenzie Community Center, 
54745 McKenzie River Dr, Santa 
will be waiting, along with photo 
ops. There will also be a Holiday 
Potluck, so bring your favorite 
Holiday dish to share. And please 
bring your own table service.

December 11
McK Watershed Council

The council meets from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. at various locations. 
Contact Melanie Giangreco at 
541-201-8150 or melanie@mc-
kenziewc.org.

December 12
Tiny Dental Van

The Tiny Dental Van, sponsored by 
the Rural Oregon Outreach Program, 
will be at the Orchid McKenzie River 
Clinic every second Tuesday of the 
month in Rainbow. A first visit will in-
clude a patient assessment, intraoral 
photos, teeth cleaning, charting, and 
X-Rays. Call 360-449-9500 or 800-
525-6800 to schedule new patient ap-
pointments or teeth cleaning.

 December 12
Christmas Bazaar

This will be held at the Walter-
ville Community Center/Grange 
Hall located at 39259 Camp Creek 
Road in Walterville.”

“The holidays are upon us and 
the Walterville Grange is ready 
to host its annual Holiday Dinner 
and Open House. We hope that 
you will join us with your fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors to en-

joy an evening in friendship. The 
Holiday Dinner and Open House 
will be held on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 12. Open House displays and 
visiting begins at 6 PM, dinner 
starts at 6:30 PM, and a program 
will start at 7:30 PM. We are also 
expecting a visit from the jolly 
old man in red so make sure the 
kids have their Christmas lists 
handy! The Grange will provide, 
turkey, ham, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, dressing, rolls, and bever-
ages. You bring your favorite side 
dish, salad, or dessert to complete 
the meal. We will be collecting 
canned food items for the upriver 
food bank, so feel free to bring 
something for that. The thermom-
eter growth for the new siding and 
windows for the west side of the 
building is also growing, so be 
sure to check that out. Donations 
are welcome for the siding and 
windows. No charge for dinner. 
For more information call 541-
521-4760 and leave a message 
(calls will be returned).”

December 14
VMCC Board Meeting

The public is invited to attend 
the Vida McKenzie Community 
Center’s Board of Directors 
meeting held from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
in the library of the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
Walterville. 

December 14
Buying Rural Land

The Oregon State University 
Extension Service Small Farms 
program welcomes the public to 
“Before you buy rural land,” a 
free webinar for future landown-
ers, those who have recently pur-
chased land, and real estate agents 
who want to learn about important 
topics related to land management 
and rural living. The webinar will 
be held Thursday, December 14, 
from 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Topics covered will include soil 
capability, wells and septic sys-
tems, water rights and farmland 
zoning. An audience Q&A session 
will follow the presentation. The 
webinar will be presented by OSU 
Extension Service Small Farms 
faculty: Logan Bennett, Melissa 
Fery, Chrissy Lucas-Woodruff 
and Audrey Comerford.

The webinar is free to attend, 
but registration is required. A 
Zoom link will be provided to 
registrants. 

More information and registra-
tion are available at:

https://extension.oregonstate.
edu/smallfarms/southern-wil-
lamette-valley/events/you-buy-
rural-land. Register online or call 
OSU Extension in Lane County at 
541-344-5859. 

Accommodation requests relat-
ed to a disability should be made 
by December 7, 2023, to Carrie 
Mack, 541-237-6808 or carrie.
mack@oregonstate.edu. 

Paver Sales Remain Open
The Vida McKenzie Commu-

nity Center will continue to offer 
opportunities to buy engraved 
pavers for their patio. As a fund-
raiser, continuing sales will sup-
port the completed work and 
provide for additional enhance-
ments. As batches of new paver 
purchases are made, the engraver 
will furnish and install the newly 
etched pavers. Call 541-953-3440 
or willmarlys@gmail.com.

https://lanecountyor.gov/PIER
https://lanecountyor.gov/PIER
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
mailto:megan.m.heurion@lanecountyor.gov
mailto:megan.m.heurion@lanecountyor.gov
mailto:melanie@mc�kenziewc.org
mailto:melanie@mc�kenziewc.org
mailto:melanie@mc�kenziewc.org
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/smallfarms/southern-wil�lamette-valley/events/you-buy-rural-land
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/smallfarms/southern-wil�lamette-valley/events/you-buy-rural-land
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/smallfarms/southern-wil�lamette-valley/events/you-buy-rural-land
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/smallfarms/southern-wil�lamette-valley/events/you-buy-rural-land
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/smallfarms/southern-wil�lamette-valley/events/you-buy-rural-land
mailto:carrie.mack@oregonstate.edu
mailto:carrie.mack@oregonstate.edu
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
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Emergency?

Call 911

I am a forty-something teacher. 
I recently bought a house, and 
given that I’m a single woman, 
I have a huge burden to carry 
financially. To counter those 
expenses, I put out an ad for two 
university students. As a result, I 
have two twenty-something young 
men living with me.

One of my “roommates” is 
pilfering things. I know he uses my 
facial cleanser and cotton swabs. I 
like to keep a store of food handy 
because I live in an area with ice 
storms, and he helps himself to 
my edible dry goods. He’s gone 
through a huge packet of oatmeal 
and a container of cocoa.

My problem is I can’t prove it, 
and in the one conversation I had 
with him about this, he denied it. 
Now I know this pilfering isn’t 
the biggest problem in the world, 
but what do I do? I don’t want to 
poison the atmosphere by making 

further accusations. 
My feeling is the best thing 

might be to put temptation out of 
his way. I have built-in storage 
cabinets in my basement. I could 
lock one of them and keep the 
excess bulk goods I buy in that 
cabinet. I guess that’s not the real 
problem, though. I just feel a bit 
violated. I welcomed these two 
men with open arms, and lately 
every time I walk in the room, 
they shut up and stop talking.

Tess
Tess, new ideas are like ships. 

They need to be taken for a shake-
down cruise to work out the bugs. 
You had a great idea for financing 
your new house, but it is an idea 
with a few problems. Locking 
up your property may be only a 
temporary solution.

You can’t live as an outsider in 
your own home. You must decide 
who you want to share your home 
with. Do you want teachers with 
your same professional interests? 
Will you be more comfortable 
with men or with women? Would 
you like international students 
who might draw you into their 
activities, and who you might 
mentor?

Once you decide who you want 
in your home, you must determine 
how to attract those people. Of 
course, there need to be ground 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING      CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Carpentry

Carpenter - 45 years experience. 
$45 per hour. No job too small - or 
too big. Call 541-822-1086 after 6 p.m. 
6/15ruc

Coins & Jewelry
Buying US and foreign coins, 

currency, tokens, gold, silver, & jewelry. 
North Star Coin & Jewelry, 650 Main 
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Deal on Tires
Two - Toyo   195/55R/15 tires. one 

205/55R/16 tire. All have a40 to 50% 
wear, $15 each. 541-914-9089.

Free
Rocks - landscape boulders & 

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All you can load yourself free - loaded 
& delivered for a small fee. 541-896-
3000 (best time a.m.) FI-j15.nc

Funeral Home
Major Family Funeral Home. 

Family Owned Since 1961. Funerals 
° Burials ° Cremations ° Monuments 
° Keepsakes ° Video Tributes.   541-
746-9667.

Personal
Missing people. Do you have a 

family member or friend that disap-
peared under strange circumstances? 
Is it possible an unknown animal was 
responsible? We may be able to pro-
vide a wider audience in helping de-
termine what became of your loved 
one. Please contact us at wjevning@
gmail.com serious responses only 
please. pwj-11/19

If you want to drink, that’s your 
business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 
5:00-6:00pm at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from the 
Walterville Shopping Center. N/c-sub 
5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students - Be-

ginners, Intermediate and Advanced 

- all ages. Professional jazz pianist, 
classically trained with years of teach-
ing experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 or 
email; kimberly@liquidsister.com. 
http://www.liquidsister.com SKP-
8/16ruc

Portable Oxygen
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 

May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-980-0385. 
Call 1-877-244-0346

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are 

meeting most Friday afternoons at the 
McKenzie Fire and Rescue Training 
Center.   Please call Sara at (541) 
896-3059 for more information.S=JS-
2/25/10ruc

Satellite TV
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 

months with CHOICE Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO 
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-844-808-7532

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call 
today! 1-855-984-8961

Services
Natures Friend Beautifying Co. 

Property/rental cleanup, restoration, 
tree work, blackberry & ivy destruction, 
pressure washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free appliance 
removal. Call Scottish 541-913-8477. 
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give me 
a call! The Wall Doctor - Serving the 
McKenzie River area. 541-735-2317. 
p-s15-n3

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

Walk-In Tub
Safe Step. North America¬ís #1 

Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-888-459-
4942

rules. There can be only one 
captain on a ship, and the captain 
sets the rules. On the next cruise 
out, you will need a different 
crew.

Wayne

Going Once, Going Twice…
I am entering a relationship with 

a man I care very much about. He 
has two grown children, and I do 
not have any. At this time in his life 
he does not want any more, and I 
understand his reasons. We both 
agree I should determine if I want 
children before our relationship 
gets more serious.

I realize this must be my 
decision. There are many logical 
reasons to have or not to have 
children. How do I really know 
whether or not I want children?

Lea
Lea, it’s almost as if you are at 

an auction, and someone has bid 
“One husband.” You don’t have a 
husband so the offer sounds pretty 
good. But you wonder if someone 
else will bid “One husband and 
one child.” Perhaps someone 
may even bid “One husband, 
two children, and an ivy covered 
cottage.” How do you decide?

Only two things are certain. 
First, the man you care about does 
not want children. Second, if you 
decide you want a child after you 
marry, you will see this man, not 
yourself, as the problem. This is 
not to blame you. It is simply the 
way it happens.

Marriage is a gateway to having 
children, but by choosing this man 
your decision will be made for 

Autumn
By Grace Paley

1
What is sometimes called a   
   tongue of flame
or an arm extended burning   
   is only the long
red and orange branch of   
   a green maple
in early September   reaching
   into the greenest field
out of the green woods   at the
   edge of which the birch trees   
appear a little tattered   tired
   of sustaining delicacy
all through the hot summer   re-
   minding everyone (in   
our family) of a Russian
   song   a story
by Chekhov   or my father

2
What is sometimes called a   
   tongue of flame
or an arm extended   burning

American Life
in Poetry

Mutiny 

6
FREE (non-business) CLASSIFIED ADS FOR SUBSCRIBERS
Phone, Email or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday @ 5pm

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
❑ SUBSCRIBER NAME_______________________________ FREE 
CLASSIFIED
❑ Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per issue. All ads must be 
paid in advance or ad will not be printed. Amt. enclosed $___________ 

Mail to: McKenzie River Reflections, 59059 Old McKenzie Hwy., McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

you. That is exactly the opposite of 
what you may feel after marriage. 
Some women know they should 
not have children, and wisely, 
they never do. Because you are 
not honestly there on your own, 
you should not proceed with this 
man.

Tamara

Wayne & Tamara are the 
authors of The Young Woman’s 
Guide to Older Men and Cheating 
in a Nutshell—available from 
Amazon, Apple, and booksellers 
everywhere.

   is only the long
red and orange branch of
   a green maple
in early September   reaching   
   into the greenest field
out of the green woods   at the   
   edge of which the birch trees
appear a little tattered   tired
   of sustaining delicacy
all through the hot summer   re-
   minding everyone (in   
our family) of a Russian
   song   a story by
Chekhov or my father on
   his own lawn   standing   
beside his own wood in
   the United States of   
America   saying (in Russian)
   this birch is a lovely
 tree   but among the others
   somehow superficial

Some of Paley’s poems are 
included in her collection Just 
As I Thought, along with essays, 
reviews, and speeches written 
over the course of thirty years. 
Here, more so than in the short-
story or poetry collections, Paley’s 
political opinions take center stage, 
bearing the brunt, occasionally, 
of critical attention the book was 
paid. Thus, for example, John 
Kennedy, reviewing Just As I 
Thought in the Antioch Review, 
called Paley “extremely leftist,” 
and remarked that the author 
“provokes misunderstanding,” 
and “controversy” by refusing to 
take into consideration the views 
of the opposition in some of the 
pieces collected in the book. But 
for Iain Finlayson, writing in the 
London Times, the voice displayed 
throughout this volume “cherishes 
a flawed world that should be 
grateful for her tough, passionate 
love.”

Call 1-855-440-1424 to order item 291X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YH04

* Only $24.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 
48 contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer. 

IC:  H�YH��

Favorite Fruits

SAVE 34%
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Adam Winger

mailto:wjevning@gmail.com
mailto:wjevning@gmail.com
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
http://www.liquidsister.com
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ACROSS
1. Loaded up
6. Tube in old TV
9. Pouches
13. Tequila source
14. Stick in water
15. Jig’s French cousin
16. TV’s “____ Secretary”
17. Money in Myanmar
18. Photoshop maker
19. *Result of multiplication
21. *Whole number
23. *Say 2+2 is 5, e.g.

24. Arctic floater
25. Dashboard acronym
28. Fountain serving
30. Spanky or Alfalfa
35. Short for “hurry up”
37. Live bait
39. Turn upside down
40. Cassette contents
41. Retire from military, for short
43. Jason’s vessel
44. Sicker
46. “Sight for ____ eyes”
47. Puppy cry

MATH 101 

48. Denver option, at a diner
50. Apartment
52. Green turtle’s domain
53. Final
55. Personal trainer’s place of 
employment
57. *Venn ____
61. *Point in 2.5
65. Barrel racing meet
66. Gobbled up
68. On the rocks (2 words)
69. *Fields Medal to a mathema-
tician, e.g.
70. Sports official, for short
71. 8 of something
72. Like Gulf Stream
73. Big bang maker
74. Required things

DOWN
1. “I lift my ____ beside the 
golden door”
2. Petri dish gel
3. Carpenter’s groove
4. Dodge, as in tax bill
5. Takes exception to
6. Native Egyptian, in Roman 
times
7. *Line with one endpoint
8. Path in the woods
9. Left or right, e.g.
10. Awestruck
11. *Three-dimensional figure 
with 6 square faces
12. Palm reader, e.g.
15. Cake with filling
20. Three people?
22. Neither here ____ there
24. Subcontract (2 words)
25. *1:2, e.g.
26. Sacred song
27. Canada’s favorite tree?
29. “Nobody ____ It Better”
31. Fix a cat
32. First discovered asteroid
33. *Measured in degrees
34. Parkinson’s disease drug
36. Banana remnant
38. Between dawn and noon
42. Brown shade
45. Retread, past tense
49. Non-alcoholic brew
51. Rockefeller or Bezos
54. Like today’s phone
56. Kind of pie
57. No-win situation
58. Wisconsin neighbor
59. Jewish month of Purim
60. Disease-causing organism
61. Clever
62. Indoor allergy cause
63. Crushed it, as in a test
64. “____ Make a Deal”
67. *X

Solution on Page 9

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!
Click here or go to:

tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

Solution on Page 9
888-459-3958

NO HIDDEN FEES. 
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING.
FREEDOM CALLS.

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 

Plans start at just $20/month.
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Need to talk?
Call 988

McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp 
at Blue River - are restricted to 
angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Fish Counts 
November 20, Willamette Falls

Fall Chinook – 2,187 
Winter Steelhead – 41

Fishing
Report

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION SUDOKU SOLUTION

Quote of the Week
“Some people die at 25 and 

aren’t buried until 75.”
Benjamin Franklin

November 30 - Abigail Scott 
Duniway came west in 1852, and 
after her husband was permanently 
injured in a wagon accident, Abigail 
became the family breadwinner. 
She soon discovered the many 
inequalities workingwomen faced 
and began to actively campaign 
for equal rights. As a result of 
Abigail’s work, and many others 
in the movement, women received 
the right to vote in Idaho in 1896, 
and in Washington in 1910. But 
Harvey Scott, the editor of The 
Oregonian and Abigail’s brother, 
led the opposition to women’s 
suffrage in Oregon. This resulted 
in a bitter public feud between 
the siblings that ended when the 
suffrage bill was finally passed. 
Abigail was in poor health and 
was unable to attend the official 
signing on November 30, 1912. 
But Governor Oswald West went 
to Abigail’s home in Portland, and 
signed the bill in her presence.

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

� Support Veteran 
    Nonprofi ts.

� Free Pickup & 
    Towing.

� Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (877) 469-8517 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (877) 469-8517

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your 
vehicle for FREE -  

at a time and place 
convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-469-8517
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept 

certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. 
If you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 469-8517.

How Your Vehicle Donation Helps Veterans
Your vehicle donation directly helps us to provide our nation’s 
heroes with much needed programs and services, such as:

• Essential Medical Care and Mental Health Services

• Mentoring, Job Skills Training, and Employment Assistance

• Food, Emergency Shelter, and Housing for Homeless Veterans

• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Therapy and Grief Counseling

predicts changes in vegetation in 
response to natural disturbances 
or management activities.

“Some forest scientists have 
argued that multiple but shorter 
rotations lead to greater seques-
tration rates because of the ac-
celerated growth rates of younger 
trees compared to mature or old-
growth trees,” said Carlisle, who 
graduated in 2023 and is now a 
forest carbon analyst at Finite 
Carbon. “Others say frequent har-
vesting won’t allow forest carbon 
to rebound after each subsequent 
rotation, and thus longer periods 
between clearcutting are a better 
choice. And depending on who 
you ask, thinning will either en-
hance forest carbon uptake by fa-
cilitating growth in residual trees 
or hurt it by removing above-
ground biomass.”

Over a 240-year projection time 
frame, the Oregon State scientists 
found that for highly productive 
stands, 60-year rotations with low-
intensity thinning at 40 years led 
to the greatest carbon storage (in 
the standing trees plus what was 
removed from the thinning). For 
stands on less productive sites, 
they found carbon storage was 
maximized by rotation periods of 
80 years or 120 years.

“On these longer rotations, 
multiple entries for thinning were 
required to prevent buildup of 
understory vegetation that would 
have suppressed the growth of 
overstory Douglas-fir,” Carlisle 
said.

Moderately productive stands 
were found to perform the best 
with 80-year rotations and two 
low-intensity thinning treatments 

between harvests, she added.
“Forest management decisions 

in the Northwest in the future will 
aim to meet harvest requirements 
while maintaining high seques-
tration potential of the region’s 
forests,” Carlisle said. “Manage-
ment techniques like determining 
the optimal rotation length and 
implementing silvicultural treat-
ments can be powerful tools that 
can allow managers to meet both 
objectives.”

Hailemariam is the Giustina 
Professor of Forest Management 
in the College of Forestry and 
Fitzgerald is a professor of for-
est resources, engineering, and 
management. He is also an Exten-
sion specialist and the director of 
the OSU Research Forests, which 
funded this study.

Continued From Page 3

Boosting carbon

In the end, Portland teachers 
clearly felt empowered by their 
strike, not just because of what 
they gained, but also because 
of the unity they forged among 
themselves and the level of sup-
port they enjoyed from the public. 
That feeling will carry forward 
in Portland and ripple across the 
state’s other districts, where labor 
contracts remain unsettled and 
school boards like Salem-Keizer 
are planning staff layoffs before 
the end of the school year.

Meanwhile, lawmakers in Sa-
lem are wondering how their best 
budget ever for Oregon schools 
ended in such turmoil. And it’s 
not going to get better, until they 
take more responsibility for a K-
12 system whose funding they 
control and whose challenges at 
the district level are, like it or not, 
their problems to solve as well.

https://oregoncapitalchronicle.
com/2023/11/28/what-state-law-
makers-should-learn-from-the-
portland-teachers-strike/
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