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Giant mud puddles

They found the heavy wheel ruts of the Applegate
Trail climbing nonchalantly out of the waters of the
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With warmer weather approaching,
officials are reminding people that the
outdoor burning season in Lane County is
coming to an end and fire season restric-
tions are just around the corner.

The Lane Regional Air Protection Agen-
cy (LRAPA) has announced that outdoor
yard debris burning will officially end at
6 p.m. on May 31. Outdoor burning, often
referred to as “backyard burning,” is typi-
cally allowed from mid-October through
mid-June, while fire season generally runs
from mid-June through mid-October.

Officials said the exact start and end
dates for fire season and burn season are
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Forest Service Road (FSR) 2643, also
known as Foley Ridge Road, will be closed
to all vehicle, bike, and foot traffic from
May 26 through June 30 while crews com-
plete a slurry seal project designed to im-
prove the road surface. Crews will be resur-
facing the road, starting near Highway 126
through milepost 4.6. The project is weather
dependent and timelines may change based
on conditions. The affected area extends
100 feet on both sides of the road. During
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In this landmark year, the Museum of
Natural and Cultural History is hosting a
weekend celebration at 1680 E 15th Avenue
in Eugene. The “America at 250-Before,
Between, Beyond “ event is open from 10
am to 5 pm on Saturday, May 30. The cel-
ebration of America’s history is free (in-
cluded with $7 General Admission)/

As part of commemorating 250 years
since the signing of the Declaration of In-
dependence, people are invited to explore
how the museum’s collections help pre-
serve our diverse histories. Featured are
rarely seen items from the collections that

America’s 250 - Page 2

Candidates face runoff, Watershed Measure sinks

The race for Lane County Commission

Zybach, a reforestation contractor,

Position 5 is headed to a November run-
off after no candidate secured more than 50
percent of the vote in the May primary elec-
tion.

Preliminary election results show Jake
Pelroy leading the three-candidate field with
11,800 votes, or 48.3 percent. Heather Buch
followed closely with 11,410 votes, or 46.7
percent. Bob Zybach received 1,168 votes,

educator and researcher, centered his
campaign on increased active manage-
ment of public forests. He argued that
restoring sustainable timber harvests
could reduce wildfire risks, create rural
jobs and increase funding for schools,
roads and law enforcement.

The Position 5 seat represents East

accounting for 4.8 percent of ballots cast.

Because neither Pelroy nor Buch reached
the majority threshold required to win out-
right, the two candidates will face each other
in the general election this November.

Pelroy, a Lane County native, Marine
Corps veteran and small business owner,
campaigned on reducing regulations, ad-
dressing homelessness and supporting sus-
tainable timber harvests to help fund public
services. Pelroy said his background in pub-
lic policy and small business gives him ex-
perience fighting tax and fee increases while
reducing government red tape.

His campaign received support from
groups including the Associated Oregon
Loggers, Lane County Farm Bureau, Or-

Jake Pelroy

of Lane County.

egon Small Business Association, Taxpayers
Association of Oregon and the Lane County
Peace Officers Association Executive Board.

Buch, a military spouse, mother and small
business owner, focused her campaign on
public safety, rural healthcare, housing afford-
ability and economic development. She high-
lighted her role in helping establish the South
Lane Clinic in Cottage Grove and emphasized
support for emergency responders and afford-
able housing initiatives.

Buch was endorsed by organizations includ-
ing the Oregon Sierra Club, Oregon League of
Conservation Voters and the Democratic Party

Lane County, including many ru-
ral communities stretching from the
McKenzie Valley south through Cot-
tage Grove and surrounding areas. The
November runoff is expected to draw
significant attention as voters choose
the next representative for one of Lane
County’s largest and most geographi-
cally diverse districts.

And, while Lane County Ballot
Measure 20-380 4-H youth and OSU
Extension Programs was endorsed
by a Yes vote of 59,767 (50.32%),
Measure 20-373 to establishes rights
for watersheds was voted down by
72,480 to 44,750 margin.

Heather Buch

Emergency Spill Response Over at Trail Bridge
No Fish Deaths Observed Following Upper McKenzie Spill

The Eugene Water & Electric Board closed out its emergen-
cy spill response following last week’s tanker truck crash near
Trail Bridge Reservoir that released diesel fuel and thousands of
gallons of milk into waterways connected to the Upper McKenzie
River.

On Tuesday, May 19, EWEB crews removed containment and
absorbent booms from Trail Bridge Reservoir after determining
there was no visible oil sheen or evidence of diesel collecting on the
barriers. State agencies, however, continued their cleanup work in
the immediate spill area.

According to EWEB, the remaining environmental impacts ap-
pear to be concentrated around Bobby Creek, where the crash oc-
curred, and nearby Payne Creek, which flows into the McKenzie
River just upstream of Trail Bridge Reservoir and EWEB’s Carmen
Powerhouse.

EWERB officials said their initial assessment remains unchanged:
the spill is not expected to impact drinking water quality.

The utility credited the rapid response by local emergency crews,
cold-water conditions in the river system, and the location of the
spill for preventing wider contamination.

The response was coordinated through the McKenzie Water-
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EWEE

Several agencies were involved in the response to a spill and cleanup
efforts east of McKenzie Bridge.

Eagles Repeat as District Champions, Send 10 Athletes to State Meet

From shot putters to hurdlers, members of the 27 high school teams
at last Saturday’s track meet gave their all.

The McKenzie High School boys track and field team cap-
tured its second consecutive Special District 2 Championship in
dramatic fashion, clinching the title in the final event of the meet.

McKenzie will now send 10 athletes to the OSAA State Track
and Field Championships at Hayward Field in Eugene this week.

Coach Angelo Santiago will lead six boys athletes competing in
five events at the state meet Thursday, May 28.

Valtinson qualified in three events — the 100 meters, 200 meters
and the anchor leg of the 4x400 relay. Santiago also qualified in the
200 meters and as part of the relay team.

Freshman Fen Willis qualified in both the 400 meters and the
4x400 relay, while sophomore Jacob Norlund earned a state berth
in the javelin. Junior Rhys Hamlow qualified in the pole vault.

On the girls side, head coach Kayla Johnston will accompany
four athletes competing in two events.

Sophomore Claire Weiss qualified individually in the 400 me-
ters. Weiss will also join junior Liliana Jones, freshman Mira Wil-
lis and freshman Nelli Sullivan on McKenzie’s 4x100 relay team.


https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/28/news/burn-season/9362.html
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Guest Opinion

Non-transferable fury:
Gas tax defeat
didn’t boost Diehl

to primary victory
By Randy Stapilus

A couple of decades ago, the
comedian Chris Rock led a TV
series called “Everybody Hates
Chris,” its name a spin on “Every-
body Loves Raymond”.

Not to pile on too much, but did
Oregon just see the “Everybody
Hates ODOT” election?

The context is that practically
everyone in the state seemed to
expect the transportation tax and
fee law passed last year by the
legislature to be given the boot by
the voters; the only question was
how strong that vote would be.

It turned out to be overwhelm-
ing: as of mid-evening on Tues-
day, 83.1% of Oregon voters
opted to throw out the taxes and
fees (which already were on hold
pending the election).

And it was as across-the-board a
decision as you could imagine. No
county voted for the package, and
none even came close. You could
note that the three counties with
the highest pro-transportation tax
votes were all Democratic places:
Benton, Hood River and Mult-
nomah. But look at the percent-
ages in favor even there: 29.3%.
28.1%, and 25% respectively.

In Harney, Lake, Morrow and

McKenzie Varsity Sports
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity Track
and Field Teams will participate
at the 2026 OSAA State Track &
Field Championships to be held
Thursday and Friday, May 28,29
at Hayward Field on the campus
of the University of Oregon. To
access the event schedules, go to
osaa.org and click on State Track
and Field.

McKenzie T & F Boys 2026
District Champions
Eagles Edge Elkton To Earn
Back-To-Back Title

On a warm, sunny day at
the Aaron and Marie Jones
Community Track, the McKenzie
Boys Track and Field team put a
cap on a fine day of individual and
team efforts by capturing a second
consecutive Special District 2
team Championship. The Eagles,
coached by Head Coach Angelo
Santiago, defeated Elkton in last
year’s District 2 Championship
by a score of 77-65, ending a long
drought of Track Championships
for the Eagles of Finn Rock.

Sherman counties, the tax plan
couldn’t even crack 4% favorable,
and most of eastern Oregon, and
many other counties, didn’t gener-
ate a lot more support.

The package was passed origi-
nally as a cobbled-together effort
to save basic services provided by
the Oregon Department of Trans-
portation. You have to imagine
this kind of a mass repudiation
making a big impact around its
state offices in the weeks to come.
Or at least it should.

There’s another side effect al-
most as worthy of note, though:
The part of this political equation
that didn’t translate into every-
body loving someone else, at least
not as much as some people might
have thought.

The candidate in question is
Ed Diehl, a state legislator from
Stayton running for the Republi-
can nomination for governor. Last
fall, before he got into the guber-
natorial race, he led an effort to
put a referendum about the new-
ly-passed transportation revenue
plan on the statewide ballot. That
effort not only worked but suc-
ceeded spectacularly: Within just
a few weeks a quarter-million pe-
tition signatures were delivered,
and the momentum to kill the
transportation plan was massive
and building.

That kind of success apparently
got Diehl looking toward state-

wide horizons, and he filed for
governor. His connection to the
referendum was front and center,
and his signs made sure to iden-
tify him as Ed “No Tax” Diehl.
That labeling may have given him
a slightly more focused identity
than any of the other Republican
candidates had, though most if not
all of them were on his side in the
issue.

To be fair, Diehl did a fair job
campaigning and spoke with some
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at the last event of the meet, the
4x400 Relay. The McKenzie
quartet of Will Meister, Elijah
Santiago, Fen Willis, and William
Valtinson  fashioned together
their fastest 4x400 Relay time
of the season, 3:39.58 minutes,
dramatically beating the team’s
earlier best time of 3:50.62 min.,
established on May 1 at the
Harrisburg Twilight Meet. This
season’s District Relay win by
the Eagles coupled with Elkton
finishing 6th in the 4x400 Relay,
sealed the deal and McKenzie
won the team competition with
76 points, while the Elks finished
second with 73 pts. Chiloquin
didn’t finish far behind in third
with 66 points and Pacific was
right on their heels in fourth with
64 points.

The rest of the team scores
were as follows: Triangle Lake,
fifth 56 pts. Days Creek, sixth 52
pts.; Camas Valley, Tie seventh
32 pts.; Yoncalla, Tie seventh
32 pts.; Riddle, ninth 28.5 pts.;
Powers, tenth 28 pts.; New Hope
Christian, eleventh 26.5 pts.;
Crosspoint Christian, twelfth 26
pts.; Glendale, thirteenth 18 pts.;
North Lake, fourteenth 17.5 pts.;
Mohawk, fifteenth 15 pts.; North
Douglas, sixteenth 14 pts.; Crow,
seventeenth 13.5 pts.; Eugene
Christian, eighteenth 9 pts.;
Prospect Charter, Tie nineteenth
6 pts.; Mapleton, Tie nineteenth 6
pts.; Gilchrist, twenty-first 3 pts.;
Paisley, twenty-second 1 point.

Eagle Girls Finish Fourth

McKenzie Improves From 2025
Tenth Finish

The McKenzie Girls T & F team
scored 51 points last Friday at the
Special District 2 Championship
meet, finishing fourth in the team
race, and improving from their
tenth place finish last season,
when they tied with Mohawk,
each team earning 30 points.
North Lake won the 2026 Special
District 2 Championship meet,
held at Aaron and Marie Jones
Community Track last Friday,
earning 91 points. Powers finished
second with 83 points and Days
Creek took third, scoring 63 pts.
McKenzie was in at fourth with 51
pts. then a tie for fifth with Camas
Valley and Mapleton each earning
42 points.

Pacific finished seventh with 41
points followed by Crow at eighth,
37 pts. Triangle Lake, ninth 36
pts.; North Douglas, tenth 29 pts.;
Crosspoint  Christian, eleventh
27 pts.; Mohawk, twelfth 21
pts.; Glendale, thirteenth 20 pts.;
Prospect Charter, Tie fourteenth
16 pts.; Chiloquin, Tie fourteenth
16 pts.; Paisley, sixteenth 10 pts.;
Yoncalla, seventeenth 7 pts.;
Gilchrist, eighteenth 5 pts.; New
Hope Christian, nineteenth 3 pts.;
and Riddle, twentieth 1 point.

McKenzie Qualifies Ten
To OSAA State T & F
Championships
Eagles Send 6 Boys And 4 Girls
To Hayward This Week

McKenzie Boys Head Track

and Field Coach Angelo Santiago

Briefs...

Burn Season

Return To Page 1
determined each year by local fire
agencies and state officials based
on weather and fire danger condi-
tions.

Recreational fires used for
cooking, warming, or camping
do not require a permit during
burn season as long as they are
located on private property or in
designated recreational areas like
parks and campgrounds.

Road Closure

Return To Page 1

the work, the road will be closed
to all traffic, including vehicles,
bicycles and pedestrians.

Officials said the slurry seal

(I ENS )

process requires a six-day stretch
of dry weather for proper curing.
During that time, absolutely no
traffic will be allowed on the road
surface because even limited use
could damage the freshly treated
roadway.

Violating the closure order
could result in penalties of up to
$5,000 for individuals or $10,000
for corporations, along with pos-
sible imprisonment for up to six
months.

America’s 250

Return To Page 1

reflect on where we have been,
who we are, and what America
might yet become.

Contact mnch@uoregon.edu for
more information.
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( WEATHER REPORT

READINGS TAKEN AT THE
US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM

Date High Llow Rain Releases Date High Low Rain _Riverflow
519 T 4 0 365 cfs 519 72 40 O 2,780 cfs
520 71 46 0 331 cfs 520 73 44 0 2,740 cfs
5/21 76 47 0 NA 5/21 73 45 0 2,740 cfs
McKenzie Valley Santiam Pass McKenzie Valley Santiam Pass McKenzie Valley Santiam Pass ggg g? gi g ggg 2;2 ggg gg jg 8 gggg g::
AM Showers AM Showers Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy 504 49 0 0 355 cf 504 80 45 0 2’590 ¢
35% chance precip  40% chance precip 20% chance precip  20% chance precip 20% chance precip  20% chance precip cls DI CIS
High: 62 Low: 44 High: 48 Low: 31 High: 64 Low: 40 High: 51 Low:28 [ High:68 Low:41  High:54 Low:31 | \525 NA  NA 029 355cfs 525 81 45 0  2560cfs )

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

5/26 341 cfs
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Sheriff’s
Report

May13:5:19a.m:Disturbance,
Dispute - 54700 blk, Caddis Ln.
Caller reported a Disturbance,
Dispute with possible property
damage, but parties had already
separated. Deputies attempted
to reach caller numerous times
but were unable to reach the
complainant.

May 15: 5:25 a.m: Assault
- 38400 blk, McK. Hwy. Caller
reported her family member
was assaulted while camping in
the area. Deputies contacted all
parties and the person who had
been struck did not want to pursue
criminal charges.

6:59 p.m: Suspicious Subject
- 39300 blk, Hileman Rd.
Deputies responded to a report
of trespassing and contacted 36-
year-old Chantell Spring Bouldin
who attempted to flee from
deputies. She was caught and
arrested her for several warrants.
Bouldin was also arrested for the
new crimes of Trespass in the
Second Degree, Theft in the Third
Degree, Disorderly Conduct in
the Second Degree, and Providing
False Information to Police.

8:20 p.m: Suspicious Conditions

McKenzie River Reflections
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- 44300 blk, McK. Hwy. Deputies
responded to an unknown problem
and contacted the caller and a
family member. Deputies cleared
with a welfare check.

May 16: 5:25 a.m: Assault -
38400 blk, McK. Hwy.

9:21 a.m: Assist Public - Auf-
derheide Dr.

9:31 a.m: Theft - 95100 blk,
Hazel Suspicious Conditions

11:49 a.m: Assist Public -
Greenwood Dr.

12:24 p.m: Assault - 38800 blk,
McK. Hwy.

6:19 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call
- 39000 blk, Woods Rd.

May 17: 1:25 a.m: Incomplete
911 Call - 39000 blk, Woods Rd.

9:28 a.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 90600 blk, Nadeau Rd.

9:42 a.m: Criminal Mischief -
90700 blk, Hill Rd.

4:48 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 57100 blk, N. Bank Rd.

5:28 p.m: Attempt To Locate
Drunk Driver — McK. View Dr.

5:59 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 42700 blk, McK. Hwy.

7:11 p.m: Nude Subject - 39200
blk, Jameson Creek Rd.

May 18: 1:25 a.m: Incomplete
911 Call - 39000 blk, Woods Rd.

8:17 a.m: Arrest - Marcola Rd.

12:53 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call
- 39500 blk, Howard Rd.

2:52  p.m: Vehicle
Marcola Rd.

Stop -

<
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%

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com

nadinescott.com

Lane County

Vil get me -

5:15 p.m: Suspicious Conditions
- Blue River area.

5:41 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 38800 blk, McK. Hwy.

8:01 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 91800 blk, Mill Creek Rd.

May 19: 4:31 a.m: Incomplete
911 Call - 92100 blk, Marcola
Rd.

5:53 a.m: AssistOutside Agency
- 90300 blk, Thomson Ln.

10:11 a.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 36400 blk, Camp Creek
Rd.

2:03 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call
- 39000 blk, Woods Rd.

4:10 p.m: Menacing — N. Gate
Creek Rd.

11:30 p.m: Vehicle In Ditch -
37800 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

May 20: 4:46 p.m: Illegal
Dump - McGowan Creek Rd.

12:14 p.m: Theft - 36400 blk,
Camp Creek Rd.

May 21: 8:19 a.m: Harassment
- 51600 blk, Blue River Dr.

11:53 a.m: Reckless Driving
Marcola Rd.

7:40 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle -
Camp Creek Rd.

9:31 p.m: Illegal Fireworks
Cedar Flat Rd.

9:53 p.m: Reckless Driving
190000 blk, Marcola Rd.

May 22: 12:13 a.m: Suspicious
Vehicle - 91100 blk, Sunderman
Rd.

12:47 a.m: Warrant Service -
Hill Rd.

2:41 p.m: Information - 88600
blk, McK. Acres Dr.

4:12 p.m: Extortion - 88200 blk,
Chita Lp.

8:24 p.m: Reckless Driving -
Leaburg Dam Rd.
May 23: 10:49 a.m: Suspicious

Subject - 8800 blk, Thurston Rd.
1:36 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 54700 blk, Caddis Ln.
10:40 p.m: Illegal Fireworks -
40500 blk, McK. Hwy.
Continued On Page 9

McKenzie Fire
& Rescve

May 19: 18:22: McK. Hwy./
Holden Creek Ln. Motor Vehicle
Accident.  Non-Injury, Non-
Blocking.

23:08: 37500 blk, Upper Camp
Creek Rd. Medical, General.
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

23:27: 37800 blk, Camp Creek
Rd. MVA. Non-Injury, Non-
Blocking.

May 20: 12:29: 88400 blk,
Fallin Ln. Medical, General.
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

May 21: 22:23: 49700 blk,
McK. Hwy. Medical, General.
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

23:25: 44000 blk, Canal
Ln. Medical, General. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.

May 22: 11:46: 42800 blk,
McK. Hwy. Medical, Trauma.

Patient Assessed, Refusal
Obtained.
13:16: 40700 blk, McK.

Hwy. Medical, General. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.

May 23: 21:24: 38400 blk,
McK. Hwy. MVA. Unable To
Locate.

21:59: 41400 blk, McK.
Hwy. Medical, General. Patient
Assessed, 1 Transported.

May 24: 10:01: 87600 blk,
Cedar Flat Rd. Medical, General.
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

McK. Fire & Rescue will
hold its monthly Board of
Directors meeting on Monday,
Monday, June 15th, at noon, in
the Leaburg Training Center,
42870 McK. Hwy. The district
maintains Facebook, Twitter,
and web pages. If you have a
question or concern about any
Fire District business, give Chief
Bucich a call @ 541-896-3311. If
he is unavailable, please leave
a message and he will respond
ASAP.

Upper McKenzie
Fire/Rescue

May 21: 13:49: Medical
— 59000 block, N. Belknap
Springs Rd. Female, Conscious,
Breathing.

May 22: 18:03: Public Assist -
Blue River Dr./River St.

May 23: 05:38: Medical -
91000 blk, Mill Creek Rd. Male,
Conscious, Breathing.

May 23: 05:38: Medical -
91000 blk, Mill Creek Rd. Male,
Conscious, Breathing.

15:27: Water Rescue — 57000
blk, McK. Hwy. Dark green kayak
washed up on some rocks, has a
lot of water in it and has dry bags
are still inside. Caller is going to
check. No one else seen around.

May 24: 12:38: Medical — 59000
blk, N. Belknap Springs Rd. Male,
Conscious, Breathing.

The Upper McK. Fire
District’s board of directors will
hold its monthly meeting at 7
p.m. on Monday, June 15th, at
the Blue River Fire Station 2,
51730 Echo St. in Blue River.

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley

McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L.C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER
Owners

Phone 541-988-3016
PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489
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Giant mud puddles were once great inland seas

By Finn J.D. John

Westward bound on the old
Applegate Trail in the early
1850s, the party of settlers
halted in confusion at the shore
of a vast, placid lake. Its waters
stretched nearly all the way to the
horizon, with just a thin rim of
dimly glimpsed ridges beyond to
indicate that they had not reached
some sort of preternaturally calm
ocean.

The settlers, by now, had passed
a few of these alkali lakes as the
trail brought them westward. This
one was the biggest they’d seen.

Its size wasn’t what was
startling about it, though. What
confused them were the wagon
ruts — the well established
Applegate Trail was marked by a
deep set of wagon-wheel grooves
that carved a path across the high
Southeastern Oregon plateau over
which they journeyed. And those
ruts led straight into the lake.

Of course they tried to follow
them into the lake for a few
hundred yards, but it quickly
became clear that its water, in
addition to being miles wide, was
also deep — deep enough, at least,
to stop a wagon train.

But the western sky lay on the
other side of the big water, and
there was nothing for them to do
but to travel around it. They toiled
their way north, and then west, and
then south again, following the
rim of the vast lake to its opposite
shore, a journey of something like
100 miles.

Sure enough, when they got
there, they found the heavy
wheel ruts of the Applegate Trail
climbing nonchalantly out of the
waters of the lake and continuing
on their way westward toward
Eugene City.

Upon their arrival, the emigrants
learned that nobody else knew
anything about the vast lake
they’d had to detour around. They
wondered where it might have
come from.

It remained a mystery until,
several years later, there was
another season of dry weather —
and the lake dried up once again.

Today the disappearing lake
is known as Goose Lake. It’s a
vast shallow basin, shaped like an

NASA

Photographs from NASA's Landsat 8 satellite show Goose Lake partly full
of water, in 2013, above; and dry and empty, as it appeared in 2015. (The
smaller dry lake to the right of Goose Lake is Alkali Lake, and the streets of
Lakeview can be seen at the top of the frame.)

arrowhead, right on the Oregon-
California border just south of
Lakeview. And right now it’s
as dry as it’s ever been ... but
that will probably change when
winter’s snows melt.

Several springs drain into
Goose Lake; but Goose Lake
drains nowhere. It merely collects
rainwater and snowmelt during
wetter years, and lies there baking
in the high-desert sun, quietly
evaporating away, until it’s either
replenished by another year’s
rainfall or dried up into a powdery
moonscape.

The year 1846 must have been
a dry one, because that’s the year
the Oregon Territorial Legislature

commissioned brothers Jesse and
Lindsay Applegate, with eight
other early Oregonians, to find
a safer alternative to the Oregon
Trail. For Jesse and Lindsay, the
quest was personal. On their own
journey several years before, they
had lost two Applegate children,
drowned beneath the roaring
cataracts of the then-untamed
Columbia as the party struggled to
cross it in their caulked wagons.
The trail the brothers’ party
blazed diverged from the main
Oregon Trail path at Fort Hall
in Idaho, and dove down into
northern Nevada and California
before dipping back up into
southern Oregon, crossing the

Cascades, and then turning north
along roughly the same path taken
by Interstate 5 today, en route to
the southern Willamette Valley.

But  apparently the Ilate
1840s were pretty dry, and they
unwittingly left a big, miles-wide
obstacle squarely in their path.

The lakes of lake County,
including Goose Lake, are sort
of unusual. They are, essentially,
vast mud puddles, and their shores
expand and contract according to
climactic conditions.

During the last Ice Age, those
mud puddles were more like a
network of small inland seas, many
hundreds of feet deep and covering
hundreds of thousands of acres,
surrounded by lush vegetation and
home to a wide variety of animals
as well as human communities.
The shores of one such Ilake,
which covered the future townsite
of Fort Rock under several dozen
feet of water, was the home of a
community of people 14,000 years
ago, who left behind a small trove
of woven sagebark sandals and
coprolites (very old dried-out or
fossilized excrement) that form
the oldest evidence of human
habitation in the Americas. And
you can still see where the shores
of those old inland seas used to
be, in wave-worn features in the
surrounding rimrock. Fort Rock
itself — the geological feature,
not the nearby town named after it
— 1is an especially good place to
observe this.

With the changing climate,
though, those seas literally dried
up. Year over year, the water in
them evaporated away. And thus,
the dissolved salts and impurities
of an entire small ocean wound
up concentrated in the waters of a
cluster of little lakes and ponds —
many of them quite large in surface
area, but relatively shallow.

Some of these dried sea-beds
can be dangerous when conditions
are bad; if one ingests enough
alkali salts, either by drinking the
water or by breathing the blowing
dust, it can change the body’s acid-
base balance in disastrous ways.
It’s thought that the dusty bottom
of one alkali lake, near the town of
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By Slim Randles

Ran into Doc down at The Mule
Barn the other day, so naturally
we had to rid the world of about
a gallon of coffee and solve the
world’s problems for an hour. It is
the duty of all true Americans of
our age, you know.

Doc said he’d been aching a
little bit lately. Joints or something.
He’d been out fixing the pasture
fence where the mare had been
pushing on it. The next morning it
made him walk funny.

“I remember when my dad was
my age,” he said. “I asked him
how it felt to be this old. Well,
he looked at me as though I were
committing a crime by having
brown hair, you know? And then
he said, “To be this old? Well, 1
guess it beats the alternative.”

The truth is, the morning coffee
drinkers of our area aren’t really
old, not inside. We hurt a bit more
the next day when we do things,
that’s all. And having to walk
funny for an hour or so is a small
price to pay for our experience.

Being experienced sounds
better.

“The other day,” Doc said, “I
was down to the feed store, and
the kid there took one look at me
and carried those heavy sacks
out to the truck for me. It was
embarrassing, and she shouldn’t
have done it.”

Brought to you by Sun Dog
Days, my novel about our wild
horse catching days.

Quote of the Week

“The story of America is a
struggle between our better angels
and our worst instincts.”

Jon Meacham

This
Space
For Rent

rivref2@gmail.com

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

+« Fair Cash Offer
LiI BUHS « Quick Closing

« No House Repairs
« Simple Home Sale

+ Mo Realtor Fees + Convenient Closing Date

Call (866) 249-8679
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Gardening
Tips

By Kym Pokorny

Melons can thrive in Western Oregon

Heidi Noordijk

Growing melons in Western
Oregon can be challenging, but
with the right variety and tech-
niques, gardeners can enjoy sweet
success.

Eastern Oregon’s warmer, drier
climate makes it well-suited for
growing melons. In Western Or-
egon, however, cooler conditions
require more attention to variety
selection and cultivation methods,
said Heidi Noordijk, metro small
farms outreach coordinator with
the Oregon State University Ex-
tension Service.

“Be discerning when you choose
a variety,” Noordijk said. “Select
ones that will ripen in the cooler
growing conditions of Western Or-
egon. Look for melons that require
a shorter season — about 75 to 100
days from sowing to harvest. It’s
a great disappointment to grow a
healthy melon plant and end up in

September with inedible fruit.”

There are nine types of melons,
ranging from familiar varieties like
watermelon and cantaloupe to the
unusual snake cucumber, which
is technically a melon. Melons
fall into two main classifications
— full slip or forced slip — based
on how easily they separate from
the vine at maturity. Full-slip mel-
ons detach easily when ripe, while
forced-slip types require monitor-
ing other signs such as skin color
and scent. The seed packet should
indicate which type you’re plant-
ing.

Melon varieties that have per-
formed well at the OSU Vegetable
Research Farm in Corvallis in-
clude:

* Superstar

* Dutchess

* Ariel

* Earli-champ

* Sarah’s Choice

* Sugar Cube

For more information, refer to
Melons: Cantaloupe, muskmelon,
honeydew, renshaw, casaba, etc.

Tips for growing melons in
Western Oregon

* Choose short-season varieties.
Select melons with harvest dates
75 to 100 days after planting.

* Plant in full sun. Choose the
warmest, sunniest spot in your
garden.

* Use well-drained soil. Avoid
areas where you’ve grown mel-
ons, cucumbers, squash, pump-
kins, or muskmelons in the past
three years.

* Amend the soil. Mix in com-
post and an all-purpose fertilizer
before planting. Side-dress with
5-10-15 or 10-15-20 fertilizer
when vines begin to grow.

* Direct sow or use starts. Plant
three seeds per hole when soil
reaches at least 65°F — usually
late May to early June. Sow seeds
% to 1 inch deep, spacing them 24
to 36 inches apart in rows 6 feet
apart. Thin to one plant per mound
after sprouting. Alternatively,
plant nursery starts.

* Use mulch. Cover the soil
with plastic or straw mulch (not
hay, which may contain seeds).
Cut holes in the mulch to plant
seeds.

* Protect seedlings. Use float-
ing row covers to deter pests and
retain heat. Remove covers when
plants start to flower to allow for
bee pollination.

* Water wisely. Use drip irri-
gation or soaker hoses under the
mulch to avoid wetting leaves,
which can lead to disease. Keep
soil evenly moist — about 1 to
2 inches of water per week. Re-
duce watering once fruit begins to
ripen.

* Know when to harvest. Refer
to your seed packet for variety-
specific harvesting guidelines.
Full-slip melons are ripe when
they detach easily from the stem.
For forced-slip varieties, sniff the
skin: a noticeable melon scent in-
dicates ripeness; an overly strong
smell suggests the fruit is overripe.
Ripe melons also tend to show a
more yellow background color.

Want to learn more about this
topic? Explore more resources
from OSU Extension: Berries and
fruit, Gardening techniques

Has your business made the McKenzie Connection?

Your ads with River Reflections can reach

readers in both the online and

rint worlds

Get connected today!
541-822-3358 ° rivref2@gmail.com

By Mayy Emma Aller

SEASON OF LILACS

Ah! The lilacs of spring! They
brighten our scenery and our
spirits I always look forward to
the lilac bushes showing off their
lavender or white blooms. These
signs of warmer weather are such
a welcoming sight.

When I recall springtime in my
childhood, I can close my eyes
and picture the large white lilac
bush beside the woodhouse/shop
(formerly the original farmhouse)
and the lavender one near the
front steps that blossomed around
Memorial Day. My mother’s
parents also had a number of
purple lilac bushes at their
farmhouse, too.

Age-Old Flowers

This time of year when lilac
festivals are scheduled throughout
New Hampshire, we enjoy the
lilacs that bloom in our village
and the countryside. Lilacs beside
the kitchen door remind us of the
older homes.

Often you’ll find old cellar holes
or homes in need of restoration
with lilacs in the dooryard, along
with rose bushes and forsythia.
As one rambles through old fields
and woodlands, beside stone
walls and along abandoned roads,
you’ll come across these flowers
that once stood beside a home full
of family activities.

Today we find these flowering
bushes in villages, city parks,
beside homes, and near old cellar
holes. Lilacs and forsythia, which
recall memories and provide
pleasant surroundings, herald the
springtime.

RECIPES FOR SPRING

Among the recipes you may

want to try for your springtime
meals are those involving
dandelions.

DANDELION SALAD - Wash
6 cups tender dandelion greens.
Place in a large bowl. Add a
favorite dressing or one made by
stirring together: 1 tablespoon red
wine vinegar, 2 tablespoons olive
oil or salad oil, salt and ground
black pepper to taste. Some
people like to sprinkle chopped
hard-boiled egg and/or crumble
crisp bacon over the salad.

(An  old-fashioned  flavor
involves  substituting  bacon
drippings for the oil in the

salad. You also can combine the
dandelion greens with other salad
greens if you like variation.)

BROCCOLI-CAULIFLOWER
SALAD - Cook and chop 1-pound
bacon. Layer it and the following
vegetables in a 13x9-inch glass
dish: 1 sliced red onion, 1 head
of cauliflower separated into
flowerettes, 1 head of broccoli
flowerettes.

Mix together 1 1/4 cups
mayonnaise or salad dressing
(light or low fat if you wish), 1/2
to 1 cup-shredded cheddar cheese,
1-tablespoon sugar, 1-tablespoon
mustard. Spread over the top of
the vegetables and bacon.

Refrigerate overnight. Toss
salad ingredients together just
before serving.

This makes a nice potluck dish
or family gathering salad.

(c) 2026 Mary Emma Allen,
me.allen@juno.com

(Mary Emma Allen researches
and writes from her woodland NH
home.)

Hot Espresso
10, 12 or 16 oz.
Extra Espresso Shot, Syrup, or Alternative Milk
Ask us about our Breakfast Menu items
458-209-0542
Open from 7 am - 12:39 pm, Sun - Tues & Thurs - Sat *Closed Wed*

Iced Espresso
12, 16 or 24 oz.

v Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids

With Touchscreen Controls.

'A

Call 833-884-0041

to get your 45-day risk free trial.
———————

This Space
For Rent

rivref2

@omail.com
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Community Nofes

June 2
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene,
unless otherwise noted on the
published agenda. Regular Board
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings

are on an as needed basis
June 2

Coffee With Locals
10-11 am

Come have a cup of coffee with
the locals (paid for by Locals
Helping Locals) at the 1966 Bar
& Grill at the Tokatee Golf Club
in Rainbow. Catch up with your
neighbors, discuss how you are
doing in the fire recovery proc-
ess, and share your successes and
struggles. Contact Brenda Ham-
low with questions: (541) 729-
9802

June 2

EWEB Meeting
5:30 - 8 pm

The Eugene Water & Electric
Board Commissioners will meet
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at EWEB’s
Roosevelt Operations Center,
4200 Roosevelt Blvd. in Eugene.
Customers and the general public
are welcome and encouraged to
attend in person or watch a live
stream of the meeting in real-
time. Each person will have up
to three minutes to speak, though
the Board President may adjust
speaking time as needed.

June 2

Grange Meeting
7:30 - 8:30 pm

The Walterville Grange #416
will meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at
39259 Camp Creek Road. The
first two monthly meetings are
held on the first Tuesday

June 2

BR Water Board
6-7pm

BlueRiver Water Board Monthly
Board meeting in the O’Brien
Memorial Library meeting room,,
51771 Blue River Dr.

June 8

Parks Advisory
6 - 7:30pm

The Parks Advisory Committee
meets in the Goodpasture Room,
3050 N Delta Hwy, Eugene.
on the 2nd Monday of each
month (except during July &
August). It advises the Board of
County Commissioners on park
needs, recommends priorities
for projects - including financial
and operational development
and acquisition. The committee
also provides recommendations
regarding long-range planning for
future park programs and needs,
and serves as a liaison group
representing the concerns of the
community.

June 8

Spfd School Board
7-10 pm

The Springfield Public Schools
is led by a five-member elected
school board. The Board of
Directors meets twice during most
months during the school year.
Regular business meetings begin
at 7 p.m. on the second Monday
of the month. Work sessions are
generally held at 5:30 p.m. on the
fourth Monday of the month. All
meetings, unless otherwise noted,
are held in the Board Room of
the Springfield Public Schools
Administration Building, 640 A
Street, Springfield.

June 9
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene,
unless otherwise noted on the
published agenda. Regular Board

An Invitation
to Worship

Livinlg Water Family Fellowship

astor - Doug Falrrington

52353 McKenzie w§ - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.
Come early for a meet and greet continental
breakfast and coffee af 9:
Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel
1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge
Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am;
web page: sblodge.opwest.org

would love to meet you!

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, in church on Hwy.
126 just east of Walterville. You may also make prayer requests, or
request an emailed or earth-mailed bulletin -- phone or send email
to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986. We

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings
are on an as needed basis

June 9
Tourism Committee
9-10 am

The McKenzie River Chamber
of Commerce Tourism Commit-
tee meets via Zoom every Sec-
ond Tuesday of every month.
Please join in even if you are not a
Chamber member. The committee
strives to strengthen the support
of locals interested in improving
tourism and the economic vital-
ity of the entire McKenzie River
Valley. Email the Tourism Chair
to get on the meeting email list:
Treasurer@McKenzieChamber.
com

June 9
McKenzie Food Pantry
11am-1pm

At the McKenzie Bridge Chris-
tian Church, 56334 McKenzie

Hwy, McKenzie Bridge.

Free groceries are provided in
accordance with Oregon Food
Bank and Food For Lane County
guidelines for food distribution to
those in need. 11 am - 1 pm, every
2nd & 4th Friday

June 9
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene,
unless otherwise noted on the
published agenda. Regular Board
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings
are on an as needed basis

June 10

BR Water Board
6 -7 pm

BlueRiver Water Board Monthly

Have an event
to sharer

Whether you’'re hosting/a workshop,

performance; or' community gathering,
we want to feature!it!

Click here or'submit'your event details
at tinyurl.com/3j33kkxz

Board meeting in the O’Brien
Memorial Library meeting room,,
51771 Blue River Dr.

June 11

VMCC Board Meeting
4:30 - 5:30 pm

The board of directors of the
Vida McKenzie Community
Center will meet at 90377 Thom-
son Lane in Vida.

June 11
McKenzie
Watershed Council
4:30 - 5:30 pm
The McKenzie Watershed

Council will meet on the second
Thursday of the month from 5
to 6:30 p.m., location varies,
please contact Chase Antonovich,
McKenzie Watershed Council
Operations Manager, (458-201-
8150) chase@mckenziewc.org

June 12

Second Friday Art Walk
4 -7:30 pm

2nd Friday Art Walk at 500
Main Street - Emerald Art Center
in downtown Springfield.

Click here and stay in
touch with events online
McKenzie Community
Events Calendar.

Weekly Meetings

Tuesday
VMCC Senior Center

11 am

Doors at the Vida McKenzie
Community Center open at 11 am
at 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida for a
wonderful opportunity to connect,
learn, and grow. They include
socializing, a speaker or activity,
and lunch (with a suggested dona-
tion of $5).

Wednesday
Upper McKenzie Jiu-Jitsu
7-8pm

No-Gi Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu club at
the Upper McKenzie Community
Center, 54745 McKenzie River
Drive in Rainbow. For More In-
formation email: uppermckenzie-
jiujitsu@gmail.com

Tuesday

Little Poker League
6 -9 pm

Watershed Wednesday
9-11:30 am
Coburg, Oregon

Join the McKenzie River Trust
every Wednesday morning at

Green Island. Projects vary based
on the season but typically in-
clude invasive species removal,
habitat care or planting/tree estab-
lishment. Green Island is a 1,100
acre preserve.

Wednesday & Thursday
AA meetings

AA meetings are held on
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and Sun-
days at 5 p.m. at the McKenzie
Valley Presbyterian Church in
Walterville. plus in Blue River at
6 p.m. on Thursdays at the clinic
on Dexter Street.

Thursday
Dog Socialization

Pack Walks

10 am

At the Walterville Pond, meet at
East end parking lot. Free weekly,
For more information: email
quickslyfox@duck.com

Thursday

GMRS net
6 pm

N

TheMcKenzie Valley Neighbors
Radio Group meets at 6:00 pm on
462.6750 MHz, Tone 100.0 Hz
(often Radio Memory Channel 28)
on the Deathball Repeater. Make
it easy on McKenzie Community
Communications-supplied radios

and anything volunteers have

programmed for you.
Friday
Yoga in Leaburg

42870 McKenzie Hwy, Every
Friday at McKenzie Fire & Res-
cue’s Leaburg Training Center,
from 8 to 9 am..

Friday
SAIL Exercise Program
10to 11 am.

Vida McKenzie Community
Center, 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida.
Join the SAIL program on Fridays
for instructor-led exercises to
boost strength, independence, and
confidence. All ages and abilities
are welcome.

Saturday
A Dime At A Time

Leaburg Store, 42840 McKen-
zie Hwy, Blue River Bottle Boys
Collection/Sorting -  Saturday
morning sorting sessions every
Saturday from 10-noon. Dona-
tions can be dropped off to us at
Leaburg Store and maybe help us
bag up the containers.



https://tockify.com/tkf2/submitEvent/6018c830f46a4c779946c586e53e84c0
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:quickslyfox@duck.com
mailto:Treasurer@McKenzieChamber.com
mailto:Treasurer@McKenzieChamber.com
mailto:chase@mckenziewc.org
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
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Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

Reasonable Doubt

Redlp

I have been married a dozen
years and have four children.
During our engagement my
husband and I got into an argument
and broke up. He tells me I told
him I cheated on him with another
guy in college and was considering
ending our relationship for the
other man.

I’'m thinking this is what I told
him. Asked by a friend if I would
consider dating this guy I was
attracted to, I answered, “Yes, if
I were not dating my fiancé.” 1
do not remember saying I would
have ended our relationship, nor
do I remember saying I cheated.

The truth is I didn’t even know
the other man. I answered a
question my friend posed. I was
21, insecure, and flattered another
man thought I was attractive.
Regardless, I did not pursue him
and until recently only knew his

This has became a huge barrier
in our marriage. We fight about it
often, and it turns into ugly name-
calling. Recently my husband
said he felt so strongly about this
because I told him myself. I have
a hard time believing that, but he
says, why would we break up over
nothing?

So I asked my friend to contact
this man thinking my husband
would believe him. My husband
found out and got even madder
thinking I am trying to rekindle
something which never existed.

How do I handle this? When I
tell my husband I didn’t say those
things, he says I am calling him
a liar. Then I get flustered. He
is an attorney, and when he asks
leading questions, I feel like a bad
girl being punished by her daddy.

Paula

Paula, if we argued your side,
we would say whatever happened
didn’t stop your husband from
marrying you and having four
children. He accepted the
situation and a valid contract was
consummated.

In addition, we might say your
husband won’t let this go because
it gives him a wonderful club to
win every argument. He knows
when to bring the club out of the
closet, the exact grip on the handle,
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In good conscience, however,
we cannot act as your defense
attorneys. We don’t know for sure
what happened, but this is what
we suspect. The two of you fought
and you punched him below the
belt. He didn’t mishear what you
said; nor did you cheat.

People often don’t remember a
lie told in anger. We suspect you
told a lie, your husband believed
the lie, and it didn’t happen. Now
a lie has reshaped itself in your
mind as the truth. We don’t trust
your recollection because an
innocent party would have moved
on.

If what we surmise is correct,

confess. “I wanted you so much I
made up a lie to hurt you, to make
you jealous, and to make you
want me more.” See if that doesn’t
cause your husband to put the club
away for good.
Wayne & Tamara
Strangers In The Night
Well, this is a doozy. I am 32,
female, and recently divorced.
I met a guy who seemed super
sweet and texted zillions of times
a day. He stayed two nights at
my house. The first night we
just cuddled, and the second we
“fooled around.”
Two nights later he stayed in
a neighboring town with a girl

he also just met. With me he
went from zero to sixty to zero
in moments with no explanation.
Why do I feel so darned crummy
when it was so short and not even
a relationship?
Franci
Franci, trust is the hardest of
all traits to create because it takes
time and many affirmative acts to
establish. You skipped a step. You
gave trust to someone who hadn’t
yet built trust. Like baking a cake
without flour or eggs, this always
leaves an unpleasant aftertaste.
Wayne & Tamara

FREE (non-business) CLASSIFIED ADS FOR SUBSCRIBERS

Phone, Email or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday @ Spm
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Q SUBSCRIBER NAME

CLASSIFIED

FREE

A Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per issue. All ads must be
paid in advance or ad will not be printed. Amt. enclosed $
Mail to: McKenzie River Reflections, 59059 Old McKenzie Hwy., McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

first name. and the exact angle to swing it.
ANNUAL DRACO “THAT’ S , . 3/20/14
INCREDIBLE” YARD SALE to vidacommunitycenter.com for 866-249-8679. Help this dog

The sale people watch for all
year! Multiple DRACO Neigh-
borhood Yard Sales in one nice,
easy-to-walk location. Saturday,
June 6, 9 am-5 pm. Sunday, June
7, 9 am-3 pm. Antiques, tools,
sporting goods, and TONS of
miscellaneous. VMCC will sell
hotdogs and other goodies at the
Caboose on Madrone on Saturday.
Location: 6 mi. east of Walterville
on Hwy 126, near mp 17.

FOLLOW SIGNS across the
bridge to the sales.

Bath Tubs

Safe Step. North America—is

#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now  featuring our FREE

shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-459-4942

in Ir
Buying US and foreign coins,
currency, tokens, gold, silver,

& jewelry. North Star Coin &
Jewelry, 650 Main St., Springfield.
541-746-5964. S=nscj--1/14.
Dental Insurance

Dental Insurance from Physic-
ians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just
a discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844-580-1387 www.
dental50plus.com/river #6258

FOR RENT

The beautiful Vida McKenzie
Community Center, has every-
thing you need for your event. Go

more info.
Shelly Pruitt 541-554-9332
Funeral Home
Major Family Funeral Home.
Family Owned Since 1961.
Funerals ° Burials © Cremations °
Monuments ° Keepsakes ° Video
Tributes. 541-746-9667.
Personal
If you want to drink, that’s your
business. If you want to stop, that’s
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 5:00-
6:00pm at the McKenzie Valley
Presbyterian ~ Church, 88393
Walterville Loop, a block from
the Walterville Shopping Center.
N/c-sub 5/15/-5/11/14
Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students
- Beginners, Intermediate and
Advanced - all ages. Profes-
sional jazz pianist, classically
trained with years of teaching
experience. Located in Leaburg.
Please call or text 408.391.3477
or email; kimberly@liquidsister.
com. http://www.liquidsister.com
SKP-8/16ruc
Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are
meeting most Friday afternoons
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue
Training Center.  Please call
Sara at (541) 896-3059 for more
information.S=JS-2/25/10ruc
Services
Natures Friend Beautifying
Co.  Property/rental  cleanup,
restoration, tree work, blackberry

& ivy destruction, pressure
washing, Int/ext. painting,
furniture  refurbishing.  Free

appliance removal. Call Scottish
541-913-8477.  SB=JAB-2/27-

Got a hole in your wall? Give
me a calll The Wall Doctor -
Serving the McKenzie River area.
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation. Includes children,
custody, support, property and
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks
possible. 503-772-5295. www.pa-
ralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous tax credit for 2025.

Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and get paid.

Get your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-

This Space
For Rent

rivref2@gmail.
com
541-822-3358

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or headaches.
Sell your car to Peddle.

Easy three step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment.
Call 1-855-980-4382.

The bathroom of your dreams
in as little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments
and No Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify.

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed
by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-844-659-1070 to
schedule aFREE inspectionand no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off
your entire order. Plus, Military &
Seniors get an additional 10% off.
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North America—is
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive

lifetime  warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE

shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-855-900-9151

find his new home

Truman is a male shepherd/col-
lie mix whose owner passed away
suddenly from a heart attack. He is
about 20 months old and friendly
with people and other dogs. He is
not neutered but we are willing to
have it done when we find a home
for him. If you’re interested in
making him part of your family, or
know someone who is, please call
541-822-3358 and leave a mes-
sage.


https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/28/extras/reasonable-doubt/9372.html
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
http://www.liquidsister.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
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CANDY

ACROSS

1. Family room staple

5. Refrigerator sound

8. *One of original Life Savers
flavors

12. Diabolical

13. Supernatural life force
14. Dust allergy triggers

15. Magnesium silicate

16. Thor’s father

17 Audienceis approval

18. *Coconutty candy bar (2
words)

20. Baltimore player
21.Dipa____ ____ the water
22. Acronym, abbr.

23. *"The Freshmaker” candy

26. Deck painter, often

30. Flight info

31. Russia’s plain

34. Nat of Jazz

35.Nin RN

37 Across, in verse

38. *Inspired by “Willie Wonka
& the Chocolate Factory

39. Under the weather

Solution on Page 9

Solution on Page 9

40. Lipase or sucrase, e.g.
42. Part of a match

43. English traveling courts
45. Ones with title

47 Aviv

48. Sign of life

50. Between Phi and Kappa
52.*Once known as Chicken
Feed (2 words)

56. Trollop, in the olden days
57 Eyeball rudely

58.“ ____wed”

59. Opposite of fires

60. Bear’s den

61. Gives a hand

62. Between ids and super-
egos

63. Symbol of industriousness

64.*Dad’s ____ Beer Barrels
candy

DOWN

. good example
2. Like West Wing’s office
3.35mm, e.g.

4.“Little Men” author
5. Mecca pilgrim

6. Teamsters group
7“0Outof ____,one
8. *Good & Plenty flavor

9. It will

10. Animal protein

11.1s, in France

13. Unassuming

14. Muhammad'’s birthplace
19. Gallows loop

22. *Polished off candy, e.g.
23. High 1Q society

24. Lady’s pocketbook

25. Narcotics agents

26. Light on one’s feet

27. Relating to Scandinavia
28. Village V.I.P

29. Catches one’s breath

32. Ages and ages

33. *Pfefferminz, for short

36. *"Taste the Rainbow” can-
dies

38. Broadway’s news boy

40. Ray-finned fish

41. Decompose

44. Ardors

46. Bee’s favorite drink

48. Like a Druid

49. Without illumination

50. Place for mutinous sailor
51. France’s currency

52. *Other Rocket Fizz product
53. Kent State state

54. Do over

55. Hatchling’s home

56. CafE alternative

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!

Click here or go to:
tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

Tested and proven
gutter protection.

/ ER
J/ PROTECTION

LeafFilter®

America’s #1 gutter
protection'

Tested and proven, see how LeafFilter stacks up against other
leading options — and why it's trusted by over 1 million homeowners.

LeafFilter

Common hood style

Filters 14+ gallons of water per minute Gan overflow during heavy rain

Does not disturb your shingles

Surgical grade micromesh Flimsy and cheap materials

Special offer- Save ¢

25% off

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection
and estimate today!

1-844-659-1070

Promo Code: 285

**Based on 6/12 pitch vs. hood: itors. "Th

i i 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the
in America. i inoludes 16% off itional 10% off for qualif iors. C i
with any other offers. O per household. igation esti id for 1 year. ive for full y detail
HIC.0671620, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBCOS6678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 569544, MA 213202, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488,

AZ ROC 344027, CA 1085796, CT

, , MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50146-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PAIT9643, R GC-41354, TN 10981,
UT 107836586501, VA 2705169445, V/T 1740000871, WA LEAFFLH-T63PG, WI No. 537-DOFRR WV WV066912.
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Driving to Santa Fe

By Paisley Rekdal
Quick swim up through my
headlights: gold eye
a startle in black: green swift
glance
raking mine. A full second
we held each other, then gone.
Gone. And how did I know
what to call it? Lynx, the only
possible
reply though I'd never seen one.
The car
filling with it: moonlight,
pifion: a cat’s acrid smell
of terror. How quickly the gray
body
fled, swerving to avoid
my light. And how often
that sight returns to me, shames
me
to know how much more this
fragment
matters. More than the broad
back
of a man I loved. More than the
image
of my friend, cancer-struck,
curled
by her toilet. More than my regret
for the child I did not have which
I thought
once would pierce me, utterly.
Nothing
beside that dense muscle, faint
gold guard hairs
stirring the dark. And if I keep
these scraps of it, what did it keep
of me?
A flight, a thunder. A shield of
light
dropped before the eyes, pinned
inside that magnificent skull only
time
would release. Split back, fade
and reveal. Wind
would open him. Sun would turn
him
commonplace: a knot of flies, a
rib cage
of shredded tendon, wasp-nest
fragile. The treasure of him, like
anything,
gone. Even now, I thumb that face
like a coin I cannot spend. If I
ever lived,
I lived in him, fishing the cold
trout-thick streams, waking to
snow, dying
when he died, which is a comfort.
I must say this. Otherwise, [

myself

SUDOKU SOLUTION

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

do not exist. It looked at me

a moment. A flash of green, of
gold

and white. Then the dark came
down

again between us. Once, I was
afraid

of being changed. Now that is

done.

The lynx has me in its eye.

I am already diminished.

Source:
2017)

Paisley Rekdal grew up in
Seattle, Washington, the daughter
of a Chinese American mother
and a Norwegian father. She
earned a BA from the University
of Washington, an MA from the
University of Toronto Centre for
Medieval Studies, and an MFA
from the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor. She is the author of
the poetry collections West: A
Translation (2023), winner of the
Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award;
A Crash of Rhinos (2000); Six
Girls Without Pants (2002); The
Invention of the Kaleidoscope
(2007); and Imaginary Vessels
(2016), as well as the book of
essays The Night My Mother Met
Bruce Lee: Observations on Not
Fitting In (2000).

In reviewing The Invention
of the Kaleidoscope for Barn
Owl Review, Jay Robinson
observed that it’s “the razor’s
edge that always accompanies
eros that makes the poems of
Paisley Rekdal fresh, intense and
ultimately irresistible.” Rekdal’s
work grapples with issues of race,
sexuality, myth, and identity while
often referencing contemporary
culture.

Rekdal has been honored with
a National Endowment of the Arts
Fellowship, a Pushcart Prize, a
Village Voice Writers on the Verge
Award, and a Fulbright Fellowship
to South Korea. Her work has
been included in numerous
anthologies, including Legitimate
Dangers: American Poets of the
New Century (2006) and the 2010
Pushcart Prize Anthology.

Rekdal teaches at the University
of Utah.

Poetry  (July/August

A Moment
in Oregon
History

By Rick Steber
(www.ricksteber.com)

May 28 - Ezra Meeker made
his first Oregon Trail crossing by
ox-cart in 1852. He was seventy-
six when he recreated the trip,
going from west to east. He raised
money for the journey by having
school children along the route
conduct penny drives and using
the contributions to purchase
cedar markers that he erected to
mark the route of the trail. He
finished the journey by pulling his
wagon onto the lawn of the White
House and posing for photographs
with President Teddy Roosevelt.
Meeker once again repeated the
trip in 1910, and in 1916 traveled
the route by automobile. At the
age of 94, Meeker flew over the
Oregon Trail in an airplane. He
died four years later.

Final rescission of BLM rule defies public opinion

By Isobel Charle

The Trump administration
has finalized its rescission of the
Bureau of Land Management’s
Public Lands Rule. Critics say the
change weakens protections while
prioritizing resource extraction
from the country’s public lands.

More than 130,000 comments
were submitted during the com-
ment period for rescinding the
rule, of which nearly 98% were
opposed to the change.

Alice Weston, a community or-
ganizer for the Oregon Chapter of
the Sierra Club, said the BLM is
ignoring the broad opposition.

“People are saying they want
their children to be able to recre-
ate in these places, to hunt, to fish,
to go out on their bike, hike, camp,
and enjoy clean water and clean
air,” she said. “So these rules and
these protections are something
that help preserve our wild places
for future generations.”

The BLM manages more than
250 million acres of public land
across the country, including
nearly 25% of the total land in Or-
egon, largely east of the Cascades.
The bureau has stated that revok-
ing the rule will restore balance to
land-management practices.

A public lands town hall in Oregon last month. Proponents of the Public
Lands Rule say it is important to protect local economies that rely on tour-

ism to outdoor destinations.

Finalized in 2024, Weston said,
the Public Lands rule ensures In-
digenous knowledge, conserva-
tion and cultural resources are
considered alongside things such
as mining, drilling and grazing.
She said the BLM has limited
public participation in the process
by cutting the comment period
short and failing to create public
spaces where people can share
their opinions.

“This is a clearly wildly unpop-
ular and undemocratic process,

and it’s really disappointing,” she
said. “But I think also, people are
going to continue to fight back.”

Although the path forward is
unclear, Weston said the Public
Lands Rule has broad, bipartisan
support. She added that she is
inspired by the unity and creativ-
ity of Oregon’s communities and
leaders, who she said will keep
fighting to protect the state’s pub-
lic lands.

McCall Family Awards Scholarships to Five McKenzie Seniors

Jerry and Meredith McCall have
awarded scholarships to five grad-
uating seniors from McKenzie
High School in honor of their late
son, Joe McCall.

The annual scholarships recog-
nize students for their community
involvement, academic achieve-
ment and commitment to continu-
ing their education at a four-year
university, community college or
trade school. Applicants were also
required to maintain at least a 3.0

grade point average while attend-
ing McKenzie River Community
School.

This year, the McCalls awarded
$2,500 scholarships to Jacob Peek,
Allen Acevedo, Myra Dion and
William Meister. An additional
$1,000 scholarship was awarded
to Paiten Clevenger.

In total, the McCalls distrib-
uted $11,000 in scholarship funds
this year, exceeding their original
$10,000 budget after deciding

they did not want to leave out one
of the deserving applicants.

“We had some great students
this year for our scholarships,”
Jerry and Meredith McCall said in
announcing the awards. “Great job
students, keep up the good work
and good luck in the future.”

The scholarship program was
created to help students who may
not otherwise have the financial
resources to pursue higher educa-
tion.

Fishing
Report

McKenzie River: All hatchery
rainbow trout released into the
McKenzie River are marked with
anadipose fin clipand anglers must
release all non fin-clipped (wild)
trout in the mainstem river. The
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie
River below the Hayden Bridge -
and the McKenzie River upstream
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp
at Blue River - are restricted to
angling with lures and flies only,
and all trout must be released.

Trout Stocking Schedule:
Trout stocking is underway
on many lakes and reservoirs
throughout the state. Releases
of 8” to 10” hatchery fish were:
Clear Lake — 3,000, Leaburg Lake
— 1,400, and Blue River Reservoir
— 2,500, and McKenzie River
above Leaburg Dam — 1,000.

Fish Counts
May 21, Willamette Falls
Spring Chinook — 17.475
Summer Steelhead — 3,265

Have a news tip?

Contact rivref2@gmail.com

Sheriff’s
Report

Return To Page 3

May 24: 1:23 p.m: Reckless
Driving - Shotgun Creek Rd.

2:06 p.m: Indecent Exposure -
38800 blk, McK. Hwy.

2:09 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call
- 91500 blk, Horse Creek Rd.

3:28 p.m: Suspicious Conditions
— McK. Hwy.

7:47 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 54700 blk, Caddis Ln.

8:20 p.m: Intoxicated Subject -
38400 blk, Kickbusch Ln.

May 25: 1:34 p.m: Fraud -
37000 blk, Parsons Creek Rd.

2:05 p.m: Welfare Check -
88600 blk, East of Eden Rd.

5:05 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute
- 90600 blk, Nadeau Rd.

5:09 a.m: Citizen Contact -
Marcola Rd.

Comments, as reported, may
not be complete or accurate. If
further information is required
contact the Lane County
Sheriff’s Office.

Premium Quality, Professional Lifetime
Style, & Innovation  Installation Included Warranty

Transform Your Bathroom and Change Your Life.

Made in
Tennessee

Bubbles, Massage

Easy to Use Jets, & More

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and

1*’3: our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-900-9151
A safestep

awalk-in tub or only. Of
any other offer. pply. Offer available in

*Free toilet with purchase supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.
Cannot be only. CSLB 1082165 0083445 13VH11096000



https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/05/28/extras/final-rescission-of-blm-rule-defies-public-opinion/9373.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
http://www.ricksteber.com
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Amazon asks for my ID
before refunding a defective
DVD/VCR — but why?

When David Cerullo returns
a defective DVD/VCR combo
to Amazon, he expects a quick
refund. Instead, the company asks
him to prove his identity — and
keeps rejecting his valid Colorado
driver license. Now, he just wants
to know why Amazon is making it
so difficult to get his money back.

I bought a DVD/VCR combo
from Amazon for $273. After
using it for a few weeks, it stopped
loading DVDs, so I returned it.
Amazon confirmed it received the
item a few days later.

Then I saw a message on my
account saying, “Your refund
couldn’t be processed.” When
I called, a representative told
me [ had to verify my identity
before they could issue a refund.
Amazon sent me a link to upload

my driver’s license, which I did.
But the system kept rejecting it,
saying my Colorado driver license
wasn’t from the United States.

I'must have done this five times.
Each time I called, arepresentative
told me to wait three days and try
again. But nothing worked.

I’ve had this account for years
and never had a problem before. I
don’t understand why I suddenly
need to prove who I am to get my
refund. Can you help me find out
why Amazon made this so hard
— and get my money back?

David Cerullo, Denver

Looks like you ran into one of
Amazon’s automated security
checks. The company flagged your
account for “abnormal activity”
— in this case, repeated returns
and mismatched information —
and required identity verification
before issuing a refund.

Amazon’s verification system
is far from perfect. It can reject
perfectly valid documents. That’s
why your Colorado driver license
was repeatedly flagged as “not
from the United States,” and why
you got stuck in a frustrating loop.
Every time you uploaded your ID,
a representative told you to wait
three days and try again, with no

WILL YOUR DOLLARS
STAY IN THE FLOW?

SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY

Shop at Home - it makes $ense

McKenzie
River Reflections

mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com

clear way to reach a human who
could fix the issue.

You asked Amazon repeatedly
what had gone wrong. One
representative said there was
“possible” fraud on your account.
Another claimed you had
“suspiciousactivity.” Interestingly,
this was your only purchase on
Amazon in the last five years.

What can you do in a situation
like this? First, save a complete
paper trail —  screenshots,
emails, chat transcripts. That
documentation will be critical if
you need to escalate your request.

Ifyou’regoingincircles,escalate
to Amazon’s executive contacts
(I list them on my advocacy
site, Elliott.org). Persistence and
thorough documentation are your
best tools for breaking free from
an automated system that’s failing

you.
Colorado law also protects
you in situations like this.

Under the Colorado Consumer
Protection Act, you have the
right to a refund for defective
merchandise.  Retailers can’t
create unreasonable barriers to
returning faulty products, and
you can file a complaint with the
Attorney General if a company
acts in bad faith.

I contacted Amazon on your
behalf. Because you used an
Amazon store card, it required
additional identity verification,
which included mailing a code
and a follow-up call. Two months
after returning the defective DVD/
VCR, you finally received your

money.
Christopher  Elliott is the
founder of Elliott Advocacy

(https://elliottadvocacy.org), a

nonprofit organization that helps

consumers solve their problems.

Email him at chris@elliott.org

or get help by contacting him at

https:/lelliottadvocacy.org/help/
© 2026 Christopher Elliott

PUBLIC NOTICE

FORM LB-1

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING

A public meeting of McKenzie Fire & Rescue will be held on June 15, 2026 at 12:00 pm at the Leaburg Training Center, 42870 McKenzie Highway, Leaburg, Oregon. The
purpose of this meeting is to discuss the budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 as approved by the McKenzie Fire & Rescue Budget Committee. A summary of
the budget is presented below. A copy of the budget may be inspected or obtained at McKenzie Fire & Rescue Headquarters, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m. or requested electronically by emailing mckenziefire@mckenziefireor.gov. This budget is for the 2026 / 2027 annual budget period. This budget was prepared on a
basis of accounting that is the same as the preceding year.

Contact: Darren Bucich, Fire Chief

Telephone: 541.896.3311

Email: dbucich@mckenziefireor.gov

FINANCIAL SUMMARY - RESOURCES

TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS Actual Amount Adopted Budget Approved Budget
2024-2025 This Year 2025-2026 Next Year 2026-2027

Beginning Fund Balance/Net Working Capital 2,797,500 4,104,794 4,419,564
Fees, Licenses, Permits, Fines, Assessments & Other Service Charges 0 0 0
Federal, State and all Other Grants, Gifts, Allocations and Donations 565,000 275,693 133,000
Revenue from Bonds and Other Debt 0 0 0
Interfund Transfers / Internal Service Reimbursements 617,276 338,951 522,226
All Other Resources Except Current Year Property Taxes 45,439 59,500 70,200
Current Year Property Taxes Estimated to be Received 1,819,678 2,155,379 2,220,042

Total Resources 5,844,893 6,934,317 7,365,032

FINANCIAL SUMMARY - REQUIREMENTS BY OBJECT CLASSIFICATION

Personnel Services 1,519,603 1,684,824 1,631,616
Materials and Services 823,386 930,238 924,250
Capital Outlay 2,874,628 4,009,153 4,276,940
Debt Service 0 0 0
Interfund Transfers 617,276 300,102 522,226
Contingencies 10,000 10,000 10,000
Special Payments 0 0 0
Unappropriated Ending Balance and Reserved for Future Expenditure 0 0

Total Requirements 5,844,893 6,934,317 7,365,032

FINANCIAL SUMMARY - REQUIREMENTS AND FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT EMPLOYEES (FTE) BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT OR PROGRAM *

Name of Organizational Unit or Program

FTE for that unit or program
Fire Life Safety 755,149 758,871 802,519

FTE 7 9 9

Total Requirements

Total FTE 7 9 9

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN ACTIVITIES and SOURCES OF FINANCING *

No changes in activities or sources of financing.

PROPERTY TAX LEVIES
Rate or Amount Imposed Rate or Amount Imposed Rate or Amount Approved
2024-2025 This Year 2025-2026 Next Year 2026-2027
Permanent Rate Levy _ (rate limit 1.6106 per $1,000) 1.6106 1.6106 1.6106
Local Option Levy .60 1.05 1.05
Levy For General Obligation Bonds

STATEMENT OF INDEBTEDNESS

LONG TERM DEBT

Estimated Debt Outstanding
onJuly 1.

Estimated Debt Authorized, But
Not Incurred on July 1

General Obligation Bonds

None

None

Other Bonds

None

None

Other Borrowings

None

None

Total

150-504-073-2 (Rev. 02-14)

* If more space is needed to complete any section of this form, insert lines (rows) on this sheet. You may delete blank lines.
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shed Emergency Response Sys-
tem (MWERS), a spill response
network developed by EWEB
decades ago to address hazard-
ous material incidents along the
McKenzie River corridor.

The network includes a notifi-
cation system that alerts respond-
ers to spill locations and identifies
pre-planned boom deployment
sites designed to contain con-
taminants or protect critical river
resources. EWEB also conducts
annual training exercises with lo-
cal agencies.

“This incident reinforces the im-
portance of building relationships,
and planning ahead when it comes
to responding to emergencies,”
said Susan Fricke, EWEB Water
Resources and Quality Assur-
ance Supervisor. “The McKenzie
Watershed Emergency Response
System worked as it was designed
to thanks to EWEB and partners’
foresight and dedication to prac-
tice — we even ran our spill drill
last October in the exact site where
we deployed this week.”

Milk, while commonly viewed
as harmless, is considered hazard-
ous when released into waterways
in large amounts. As bacteria
break down the organic material,
they consume dissolved oxygen
in the water, potentially creating

low-oxygen conditions that can
suffocate fish and other aquatic
life.

The utility’s staff reported they
haven’t observed any fish or wild-
life deaths during multiple moni-
toring visits since the spill oc-
curred.

Officials also noted that Trail
Bridge Dam itself provides an-
other layer of protection. Floating
diesel that might escape upstream
cleanup efforts could be trapped
by the dam’s permanent contain-
ment boom, while the spillway
draws water from below the sur-
face, helping prevent surface
contaminants from moving down-
stream.

Cleanup and monitoring efforts
are continuing under the direction
of the Oregon Department of En-
vironmental Quality and Oregon
Department of Transportation,
along with hazardous materials
contractors.

Many agencies were involved in
the response, including the Upper
McKenzie Rural Fire Protection
District, Springfield Utility Board,
Oregon Department of Environ-
mental Quality, Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon
Department of Transportation and
the Oregon State Police.

Guesft Opinion

Return To Page 2

depth about other subjects as well.
But his identification with the ref-
erendum was so strong that it’s
hard to imagine he would have
been running were it not on the
ballot.

So the question was, could it be
enough to lift him to the Republi-
can nomination?

You probably can’t say it didn’t
help.

As of mid-Tuesday evening,
Diehl was at 32.2% of the vote in
a l4-candidate field, well behind
expected front-runner Christine
Drazan (the party’s 2022 nominee
for the job) with 42.8% and well
ahead of Chris Dudley, who had
15.6% (he was the nominee in
2010). No one else cracked 5%.

Drazan’s win was widespread,
taking all but the seven counties
Diehl won (Polk, Marion, Linn,
Crook, Grant, Harney and Wal-
lowa). Marion and Linn were
home turf for Diehl, and the ref-
erendum had especially lopsided
results in the others.

Put another way, Diehl likely
did benefit a little from the asso-
ciation with the referendum, but
probably not all that much.

Let’s shift the focus a little now

toward November. The big trans-
portation plan pushed by Demo-
cratic Governor Tina Kotek now
has been dramatically rejected;
apparently in anticipation of that,
she already has started a process
toward planning what to do next.

Will the rejected transportation
plan be front and center in the
Kotek-Drazan rematch?

Likely, it will be a factor, but its
ability to carry its impact into oth-
er races may be limited. The gov-
ernor’s race no doubt will feature
talk about transportation funding,
and Drazan will quite reasonably
talk about the politics and policy
of Measure 120. But Kotek likely
will come back with other op-
tions, and by November the issue
may be reframed.

Fury doesn’t seem to be all that
transferable. Especially once it’s
been given expression and, pos-
sibly, has blown itself out.

Randy Stapilus has researched
and written about Northwest poli-
tics and issues since 1976 for a
long list of newspapers and other
publications. A former newspaper
reporter and editor, and more re-
cently an author and book pub-
lisher, he lives in Carlton.
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Celebrating the Class of 2026 and a
Week Full of Milestones

By Lane Tompkins
Superintendent
McKenzie Schools

This week marks one of the
most meaningful and exciting
times of the school year as we cel-
ebrate the accomplishments of the
McKenzie Class of 2026. Gradu-
ation is more than a ceremony,
it is the culmination of years of
hard work, growth, perseverance,
and memories. It is also a time for
our community to reflect on the
incredible young people prepar-
ing to take their next steps beyond
McKenzie.

This year’s graduating class
includes: Allen Acevedo, Noah
Borden, Paiten Clevenger, Myra
Dion, Madelyn Groggins, Hayden
Harbick, William Meister, Mercy
Mitchell-Chavez, Jacob Peek,
Elijah Santiago, Joaquin Shirley,
Asaiah Story, Grace Weiss, and
Mackenzie Wickizer.

The Class of 2026 has contrib-
uted greatly to our school commu-
nity through academics, athletics,
leadership, music, service, and
involvement in countless school
activities. As they prepare to grad-
uate this Saturday, we celebrate
not only their accomplishments,
but also the character, resilience,
and determination they have
shown throughout their time at
McKenzie. We are proud of each
of them and excited to see what
the future holds.

This week is also an exciting
one for McKenzie Track and Field
as several student-athletes have
qualified for the State Champion-
ship Meet at Hayward Field. Qual-
ifying for the state meet represents
months of hard work, dedication,
and commitment, and we are in-
credibly proud of these athletes
and their coaches.

On the boys side, congratu-
lations to William Valtinson in
the 100m and 200m, Fen Willis
in the 400m, Elijah Santiago in
the 200m, Rhys Hamlow in Pole
Vault, Jacob Norlund in Javelin,
and the Boys 4x400m Relay team
featuring Will Meister, Fen Wil-
lis, Elijah Santiago, William Val-
tinson, Rhys Hamlow, and Cylas
Sughroe.

On the girls side, congratula-

tions to Claire Weiss in the 400m
and the Girls 4x100m Relay team
featuring Liliana Jones, Mira Wil-
lis, Nelli Sullivan, Claire Weiss,
Grace Weiss, and Ally Peek.

We have a busy and exciting
week ahead coming off the Me-
morial Day weekend. Monday
was the Memorial Day holiday,
and we took time to honor and
remember those who gave the ul-
timate sacrifice in service to our
country.

On Tuesday, elementary stu-
dents will participate in Coor-
dinated Approach to Childhood
Health (CATCH) Day. That eve-
ning, the K-12 Spring Concert
will begin at 6:00 p.m. in the Old
Gym. We look forward to cel-
ebrating the hard work and talent
of our student musicians.

Wednesday sends the sixth
grade class to the High Desert
Museum for their annual field trip.
That evening, our After School
Program will showcase student
work alongside the Annual Market
Night in the Old Gym beginning
at 5:00 p.m. Community members
are encouraged to arrive early, as
items tend to sell quickly.

On Thursday, the Class of 2026
will take part in the Senior Walk
beginning at 8:15 a.m., taking
one final trip through the halls
of McKenzie River Community
School. Our newly elected stu-
dent body officers will also travel
to Lane ESD to participate in the
Student Voice Summit. Mean-
while, our state-qualifying track
athletes will head to Hayward
Field for the opening day of state
competition.

Friday continues the State Track
and Field Championships with
day two of competition.

Finally, on Saturday, we will
celebrate graduation for the
McKenzie Class of 2026. Festivi-
ties begin at 11:00 a.m. in the Old
Gym.

Congratulations to our seniors,
our state qualifiers, and all of our
students as we celebrate another
successful year at McKenzie. This
is a week filled with pride, reflec-
tion, and excitement for what lies
ahead.
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Oregon Electric Railway

Jordan Valley close to the Idaho
border, sickened and killed Jean-
Baptiste “Pompey”” Charbonneau,
the frontier mountain man who had
been the baby born to Sacagawea
on the Lewis and Clark expedition
in 1905.

Lake Abert in particular is very
salty; it and Summer Lake are the
remnant of an ancient inland sea
called Lake Chewaucan. Abert’s
waters are filled with a dense
population of brine shrimp, which
are an important food source for
the migrating waterfowl that
blacken the Lake County sky in
the spring; but like Goose Lake,
it, too, is drying up.

But this winter’s heavy
snowfalls suggest that help, in the
form of plenty of snowmelt to fill
the lake and relieve the stressed
brine shrimp, may be on the way.

And when the Earth enters its
next ice age, those ancient basins
will be ready and able to resume
their old role as the containers of
Oregon’s own network of high-
elevation inland seas.

(Sources: Gulick, Bill. Roadside

Continued From Page 4

FJ.D. John

The eastern shore of Abert Lake, one of the remnants of the inland sea
called Lake Chewaucan, as seen from Highway 395. Abert Lake, the waters
of which are very salty, is home to a dense colony of brine shrimp on
which migrating waterfowl rely for food.

History of Oregon. Missoula, MT:
Mountain, 1991; Orr, Elizabeth
and William. Oregon Geography
(6th Ed.). Corvallis: Oregon State
University Press, 2012)

FinnJ.D. John teaches at Oregon
State University and writes about
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His
most recent book, Bad Ideas and
Horrible People of Old Oregon,
published by Ouragan House last
year. To contact him or suggest a
topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com or
541-357-2222.
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at iconic Hayward Field this
Thursday, May 28, as he guides
and counsels his six Eagle
Boys athletes through the five
events they earned (qualified) to
participate in the State Track and
Field Championships. McKenzie
junior William Valtinson will
represent his team in three events,
the 100 meters, 200 meters and
last leg of the 4x400 Relay. Senior
Elijah Santiago qualified for the
200 meters and the 4x400 Relay.
Freshman Fen Willis is off to a
good career start as he qualified
in the 400 meters and the 4x400
Relay. Sophomore Jacob Norlund
qualified in the Javelin event and
junior Rhys Hamlow qualified in
the Pole Vault.

Eagle Girls Head Coach Kayla
Johnston will accompany four of
her team members, who qualified
for two events at the State Meet.
Eagle sophomore Claire Weiss is
the lone McKenzie girl athlete to
qualify in her individual event,
that being the 400 meters. Weiss
will join teammates junior Liliana
Jones, freshman Mira Willis, and
freshman Nelli Sullivan in the
4x100 Relay event.

Crow Cougar Cayden
Hernandez Unloads
Class 1A State Best Discus
Throw

Crow Cougar senior Cayden
Hernandez saved his best throw
of the season thus far for his last
throw of the Special District 2
Championships. Yoncalla’s Corbin
Russell, Cole Lehnherr of Powers,
and Jack Eastburn of Triangle
Lake challenged Hernandez in the
Discus finals. All had battled each
other throughout the season and
the camaraderie and respect was
evident during the Championship
competition. So when Hernandez
stepped into the discus throw
circle as the leader in the Discus
Finals, mentally and physically
set up his final throw, the Cougar
senior uncorked a 2026 Class 1A
State best throw 49.72m (163 ft.

1 in.). And the Discus throwers
went wild!

Second place went to Russell,
who finished with a 44.18m (144
ft. 11.25 in.) throw and Lehnherr
threw a Personal Best of 41.22m
(135 ft. 2.75 in.) for third.
Eastburn’s fourth place throw of
38.52m (126 ft. 4.5 in.) qualified
him for the State Championships,
so the four will meet one more
time this season.

Eagles Flying To State
Now Ain’t That Great!

Some high flying Eagles are
headed downstream to the home
of the Ducks, where they will
represent their School, Families
and Community in the Biggest
Meet of the Season, the 2026
OSAA/OnPoint Community
Credit Union Track and Field
State Championships. And just
for good measure, these student/
athletes will have the opportunity
to compete on and in the World’s
finest Track and Field venue, iconic
Hayward Field on the campus of
the University of Oregon.

Pretty heady stuff, but you can
bet your spikes, for those of you
that still have a pair, the Eagle
Head Coaches will be focused
on helping their hopefuls staying
focused. Dialed in, as you might
offer.

On the Boys side of the Track,
Coach Angelo Santiago will be
speaking directly to William
Valtinson, who qualified in the
100 meters, placing fourth at
District with a Personal Best time
of 11.69 seconds. Dilen Black of
Chiloquin won the 100 meters
with a PB time of 11.25 seconds.

Eagle senior Elijah Santiago
ran a PB time of 11.81 seconds,
to place sixth and just miss
qualifying in the 100 meters.
Santiago did, however, qualify for
the State meet in the 200 meters
as did Valtinson. Chiloquin’s
Black set another PB to win the
200 meters in 22.72 seconds but
Valtinson was right on his heels in
second at 23.41 sec., and Santiago
finished third in 23.51 seconds.
McKenzie’s Auden Vailes finished
in eighteenth place with a time of
25.96 sec., a new PB.

McKenzie freshman Fen Willis
took home a qualifying fourth
place finish in the 400 meters,
his time 54.25 seconds. Skyler
Adams of Camas Valley won
the 400 meters in a PB time of
51.26 seconds. Eagle Rylee Davis
finished his 400 meters in twenty-

Consumer Cellular

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG

WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

m above include $5 c1

THurSDAY, MAY 28, 2026

fourth at 1:07.05 minutes.

Tatum Sexton of Camas Valley
won the 800 meters with a season
besttime of 2:08.24 minutes. Eagle
senior Will Meister finished his
800m with a Personal Best, third
place time of 2:10.70 min., but his
time did not meet the qualifying
time to advance to State.

The 1500 meters had three
Eagles competing, freshman
Cylas Sughroue, Meister, and
Davis. Sughroue finished the
distance race in fifth place with a
time of 4:46.12 minutes, Meister
followed in eighth place with a
time of 4:53.50 min., and Davis
finished seventeenth at 5:15.56
min. None of the Ilatter times
qualified for the State meet. Mark
Madsen of Crosspoint Christian
won the event, posting a time of
4:24.85 min.

Sughroue also placed a non-
qualifying fourth in the 3000
meters, his time 11:10.52 min.
Madsen won his second qualifying
race with a 3000 meter time of
9:48.80 min. Triangle Lake junior
Tristen Adams won and advances
to State in the 110m Hurdles.
Adams time was 15.33 seconds.
And the Laker doubled up with
a win in the 300m Hurdles, his
time in this event was 39.86
seconds. McKenzie’s Willis ran
a fourth place finish PB time of
44.97 seconds, but just missed
qualifying.

The 4x100 Relay was an
exciting race to run and even
more, to watch, as Chiloquin and
Elkton battled neck and neck right
up to the wire. The Chiloquin
quartet consisting of Black,
Denver Bravo, Vash Williams,
and Lalan Wilder defeated the
Elkton foursome of Brennan Buss,
Darwin Hudson, Andrew Houx
and Brayden Schmidt by just 0.02
seconds. Chiloquin’s time was
45.46 seconds and Elkton’s was
45.48 seconds. Both teams will
meet each other again at Hayward
in a week.

McKenzie’s team of Rhys
Hamlow, Valtinson, Santiago, and
Andrew Munoz-Brown finished
third at 46.09 seconds, but did
not qualify for State. The Eagle’s
4x400 Relay did, however, qualify,
with a first place finish time of
3:39.58 minutes. Those four
athletes were Meister, Santiago,
Willis, and Valtinson. Yoncalla’s
Corbin Russell won the shot put
with a throw of 15.40m (50 ft.
6.25 in.).

McKenzie junior Noah Borden
threw the shot 11.06m (36 ft. 3.5

in.), a non-qualifying ninth place
finish and teammate Silas Jones
finished thirty-second at 7.55m
(24 ft. 9.25 in.). In the Discus,
Borden finished twentieth with
a toss of 26.81m (87 ft. 11.5 in.)
and Jones set a new PB mark of
19.62m (64 ft. 4.5 in.), which was
good for thirty-second.

Jacob Norlund, the Eagle’s
top javelin thrower is headed
for State following a fifth place
throw of 45.24m (148 ft. 5 in.),
also a new PB mark. Teammates
Owen Young and Cyrus Bennett
finished twenty-fourth and thirty-
fifth, posting marks of 28.88m (94
ft. 9 in.) and 24.10m (79 ft. 0.75
in.) respectively. Pacific’s Landon
Spalasso won the Javelin event
with a throw of 50.49m (165 ft.
7.75 in.).

The High Jump winner was
Nathan Grim, out of New Hope
Christian, and he cleared the bar
at 1.82m (5 ft. 11.5 in.). Chris
Anderson, a freshman from North
Lake won the District meet Pole
Vault competition going over
the bar at 3.50m (11 ft. 5.75 in.)
and Eagle Hamlow cleared a
qualifying, second place height of
3.35m (10 ft. 11.75 in.). Pacific’s
Spalasso took another first place,
this time in the Long Jump,
winning with a PB leap of 6.14m
(20 ft. 1.75 in.).

McKenzie’s Amir  Enfield
finished fourteenth at 5.21m
(17 ft. 1 in.), Hamlow was right
behind in fifteenth place at 5.19m
(17 ft. 0.25 in.), and Auden Vailes
finished twenty-seventh at 4.55m
(14 ft. 11 in.). The Boys Triple
Jump winner was Isaiah Ibrahim
of Riddle who leaped 12.78m
(41ft. 11 in.). Eagle Enfield
finished twelfth at 10.55m (34
ft. 7.25 in.) and teammate Young
finished sixteenth at 8.49m (27 ft.
10.25 in.).

River Girls Weiss, Jones, Willis,
and Sullivan
Head For Valley

The River Girls are heading
downstream to the Valley, to the
Big Green and Gold of Hayward.
Claire Weiss, Liliana Jones,
Mira Willis and Nelli Sullivan
all qualified for the 2026 OSAA
On/Point Credit Union Track and
Field State Championship meet
later this week and so you might
say, they don’t mind being Valley
Girls, at least for a day or two.

Mapleton’s standout Natalee
Stevens finished first in the
400 meters in a time of 1:00.70
minutes, establishing a new PB
for the Sailor senior. Claire Weiss
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punched her ticket to Hayward
by finishing second in the 400
meters with a season best time of
1:03.16 minutes. Teammate Mira
Willis was fifth with a PB time of
1:08.58 minutes. Weiss just missed
qualifying in the 200 meters race
despite setting a Personal Best,
third place time, of 27.93 sec.
Jadelin Warner of Powers won
that race, also posting a PB time,
26.80 sec.

Other Eagles finishing in the
200 meters were Mady Groggins,
twenty-second at 31.47 seconds, a
PB time, and Mackenzie Wickizer,
twenty-seventh at 33.52 seconds,
also a PB time. Weiss teams up
with Jones, Willis, and Sullivan
at State in the 4x100m Relay.
The Eagle quartet finished second
at District with a time of 53.63
seconds behind the winning team
out of Days Creek (Shiloh Geiger,
Clara Crume, Ruby Geiger, and
Maggie Brown), who posted a
time of 52.30 seconds.

Other Eagle event finishes
were as follows. Sullivan finished
fifth in the 100 meters with a
time of 14.00 seconds and Jones
followed in seventh place at 14.16
seconds, a PB time. Warner of
Powers won the event in 12.92
seconds. McKenzie senior Myra
Dion finished the 800 meters in
sixth place with a time of 2:51.56
minutes. Qualifying for the State
meet was winner Jaiden Adams
of Camas Valley, who finished
in 2:34.56 min. Dion also had
a fourth place finish in the 1500

meters. Her time was 5:56.26
minutes.
Stevens of Mapleton won

the 1500m in 5:18.86 minutes
and the versatile Sailor won her
third event, the 3000 meters in a
time of 11.42.66 min. McKenzie
sophomore Zyla Drake ran a
fourth place time, 13:06.13 min.
in the 3000m.

Samara Baker of Triangle Lake
won the 100m Hurdles in 15.62
seconds and the Laker star also
took home the blue ribbon in the
300m Hurdles at 48.02 sec. The
4x400 Relay winning team was
North Lake (Emma Baker, Naomi
Roth, Zoey Baker, and Vika
Baker), which finished in 4:29.76
min. McKenzie’s team consisting
of Weiss, Willis, Sullivan and
Drake, finished third in a non-
qualifying time of 4:42.83 min.

Powers’ Danika Bushnell won
the Shot Put with a throw of
9.91m (32 ft. 6 in.). McKenzie’s
Ally Peek had the highest Eagle
finish, twenty-sixth, 5.65m (18
ft. 6.5 in.). North Lake’s Jolene
Williams took top honors in the
Discus with a throw of 29.81m
(97 ft. 9.5 in.). Danika Bushnell
of Powers won the Javelin throw,
tossing the spear 41.03m (134
ft. 7.25 in.) and Keira Mahan of
Crosspoint  Christian won the
High Jump with a vertical leap of
1.54m (5 ft. 0.5 in.).

The Pole Vault winner was
Kendra Bushnell of Powers, who
planted and cleared 2.77m (9 ft. 1
in.). Across the infield at the Long
Jump pit, Jadelin Warner won
with a leap of 4.75m (15 ft. 7 in.).
McKenzie senior Grace Weiss
finished in fourteenth place with
a leap of 3.85m (12 ft. 7.5 in.).
Teammate Lillia Meister finished
the Long Jump in twenty-eighth
place at 3.1lm (10 ft. 2.5 in.).
Crow’s Emma Green set a new PB
mark in the Triple Jump, to win at
10.35m (33 ft. 11.5 in.). Grace
Weiss finished ninth with her jump
of 8.22m (26 ft. 11.25 in.).





