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Landslide damage is extensive Work will wind up at Walterville
Students to be back in classrooms this Fall Aufderheide Drive closure could last through summer

Blue River Park on the rebound
3-D “walk through” offers a look at improvements

McKenzie Valley Wellness (MVW) has canceled its annual membership meeting planned 
for Tuesday, May 3rd. In a statement, the MVW board said it had learned of some important 
concerns about past donations that never reached them, and people who wanted to be mem-
bers never getting on the membership roster. “There has been some confusion around the 
correct mailing address and name for our nonprofit. We need to make certain that people 
who want to be members are included,” they noted.

“Everyone on our board recognizes the importance of having our annual membership 
meeting, and we are committed to getting it right, and then having the meeting,” according 
to MVW president Val Rapp.

In addition, Rapp said, “We realized we need to be more clear on how to be a member. 
Our board will figure that out, and then we will let people know. We will give people a fair 
chance to join before we reschedule the meeting and voting.”

McKenzie Valley Wellness election postponed

A serious landslide between milepost 54 and 56 on Forest Service Road 19 (Aufderheide Drive) 
is likely to continue to limit access to Terwilliger Hot Springs from the McKenzie Valley. Other 
day-use sites and campgrounds will not be accessible from Highway 126. Affected recrea-
tion sites include the Echo Boat Launch; Sunnyside Campground; Slide Creek Campground; 
Cougar Crossing Campground and Boat Launch; French Pete Campground; Hard Rock Group 
Campground; Red Diamond Group Campground; Roaring River Group Campground; Frissell 
Crossing Campground; Box Canyon Guard Station; and the Box Canyon Horse Camp. After 
the snow melts and fallen trees have been cleared, recreation sites will be accessible from the 
south side of FSR 19 (via Oakridge/Westfir).

Flood repair work at Walterville Elementary is moving for-
ward. Contractors and Springfield Public Schools facilities 
teams have removed contaminated materials while replacing 
and repairing sheetrock. In addition, painting has begun in a 
color now officially named “Walterville Blue.”

WALTERVILLE: The 
number of tradesmen’s ve-
hicles in the parking lot of 
the Walterville Elementary 
School should be taper-
ing off soon. Brett Yancey, 
Springfield School Dis-
trict’s Chief Operating Of-
ficer said the majority of the 
work is expected to be com-
pleted at the end of the sum-
mer. Subcontractors from 
McKenzie Taylor Construc-
tion are “putting the finish-
ing touches on and we’ll be 
ready to go well before the 
Fall,” he said.

The building suffered 
extensive damage as an 
aftermath of the second 
time in 20 years floodwaters 
entered the structure. Unlike 
the high water event that 
occurred in 1996, last year’s 
flooding was tainted with 
pollution from nearby septic 
systems.

During the decontamin-
ation and rebuilding process, 
crews removed sheetrock 
and insulation up to four feet 
above the school’s floors. “If 
you looked inside the could 
see through the walls all the 
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By Cliff Richardson
and Brandi Ferguson

Last Wednesday, April 
26, a celebration gathering 
was held on the parcel of 
land known as the Jones or 
Seneca property.  The 16-
acre parcel was generously 
donated to the Blue River 

Community by Becky, Jody 
,and Kathy Jones, owners 
of The Seneca Family of 
Companies, and daughters 
of Aaron and Marie Jones.  
The Jones sisters donated 
the land at the end of 2021 
with the proposed stipula-
tion that with acceptance 

of the gift, the Community 
would collaborate on a plan 
for revitalization and de-
velopment of the 16 acres.  
Several local organiza-
tions convened last Fall to 
address the Jones sister’s 
donation request and col-
laborate on a plan moving 
forward.  Those Commu-
nity representatives asked 
the McKenzie River Trust, 
a neighbor, and local land 
conservation organization, 
to hold the land in trust as 
the Blue River Community 
moves through a visioning 
and planning process.  The 
McKenzie River Trust is 
currently managing the land 
as a public open space until 
the Community is ready to 

“Three Sisters Meadow”
Donated Jones property renamed

Brandi Crawford Ferguson of the McKenzie River Trust left, 
accepting a $20,000 check from Mary Ellen Wheeler, president  
of McKenzie River Locals Helping Locals last week. Three Sisters Meadow - P 8

way down the hall,” Yancey 
recalls. That work resulted 
in one benefit because 
previously a lot of wires and 
conduits had been installed 
on exterior surfaces as time 
went by. Now, all that sort 
of infrastructure has been 
relocated inside the walls.

Another big portion of 
the work has involved 
the replacement of all the 
built-in wooden cabinets, 

which had also soaked up 
contaminants. 

The project’s cost won’t be 
determined until insurance 
claims are finalized but it’s 
expected to be in the range 
of about $1.5 million.

What’s sure, though, is 
that the 20-minute bus ride 
146 Walterville students 
have been making to 
Mohawk Elementary will 
be over soon.

This image from the 3-D “walk through” of plans to rebuild the Blue River Park shows one of 
three proposed covered picnic areas. During last Saturday’s design open house meeting, UO 
design student Audrey Rycewicz updated people on four changes that were developed since a 
February public input session.  Among the changes was the addition of a 9-hole disc golf area, 
an extension of the riverfront Historic Trail, a larger off-leash  dog park zone, and integrating 
a “natural play” area with traditional playground equipment in an area that is open to view by 
parents seated in the picnic/BBQ areas.

Heidi Khokhar



WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date High Low Rain Releases
4/26	 52	 40	 0.28	 1,182	cfs
4/27	 48	 44	 0.05	 1,213	cfs
4/28	 47	 39	 0.49	 NA
4/29	 58	 40	 0.54	 NA
4/30	 	55	 43	 1.13	 1,286	cfs
5/1	 66	 42	 0.01	 1.971	cfs
5/2	 52	 40	 1.36	 1,971	cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date High Low Rain Riverflow

4/26	 54	 42	 0.23		 5,920	cfs
4/27	 54	 42	 0.02	 5,710	cfs
4/28	 56	 41	 0.02	 5,440	cfs
4/29	 55	 45	 0.19	 5,530	cfs
4/30	 54	 43	 0.69	 5,960	cfs
5/1	 57	 42	 0.48	 8,380	cfs
5/2	 65	 43	 0.37	 8,140	cfs
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Letters to the Editor

McKenzie Valley
Rain

90% chance precip
High: 58 Low: 44

McKenzie Valley
Showers

50% chance precip
High: 52 Low: 40

Santiam Pass
Snow Showers

50% chance precip
High: 36 Low: 27

McKenzie Valley
Showers

40% chance precip
High: 53 Low: 38

Santiam Pass
Snow Showers

50% chance precip
High: 38 Low: 26  

Friday 5/6 Saturday 5/7 Sunday 5/8

Santiam Pass
Rain

90% chance precip
High: 46 Low: 30

McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity Track 
and Field teams are scheduled to 
compete Tuesday, May 3, at the 
Crow Cougar Country Cinder 
Classic. Field events will start at 
3:30 pm and Track events start at 
4:00 pm. The Eagle teams are also 
scheduled to compete Wednesday, 
May 4, at the 3A‚ - SD4 Meet at 
Pleasant Hill High School. Field 
events start at 4:00 pm and Track 
events will begin at 4:30 pm.

The McKenzie Middle School 
Track and Field teams compete 
in the MWL MS District Meet 
held at the Aaron and Marie Jones 
Community Track, Saturday, May 
7. Field events will start at 11:00 
am and Track events will begin at 
12:00 pm.

Mohawk Boys/Triangle Lake 
Girls Teams Win At Mapleton
Eagle Girls Sixth, Boys Eighth

The Triangle Lake Girls Track 
and Field team dominated the 
day on the Mapleton track last 
Tuesday, April 26. The Lakers ran, 
jumped and threw for a total score 
of 121 points, easily outdistancing 
second place North Douglas, 
which finished the 1A ‚Äì SD2 
League Meet with 78 points. Crow 
girls took third place with 68 
points and Riddle finished fourth 
with 50 points earned. Mohawk 
girls finished fifth with 42 points, 
followed by sixth place McKenzie 
with 26 pts. Alsea was seventh at 
25 pts., Eddyville finished tied 
with host Mapleton at eighth with 
22 points and Yoncalla was tenth 
with 5 points.

The Mohawk Boys also won 
easily, finishing the League meet 
with 88 points. North Douglas 
earned 67 points for second place 
while holding off third place 
Eddyville, which finished with 62 

Thanks from
the Chamber

 They say April showers bring 
May flowers. We should have a 
garden of blooming glory soon. 
I can’t wait to admire and smell 
them all. My grandchildren love 
to stop and smell every flower 
they see, they are surprised some-
times when one does not smell. 
How can something that beautiful 
not have a fragrance to enjoy? 

Our McKenzie Chamber An-
nual Board Meeting on April 10th 
at 1:00 at the Vida Windermere 
Office went off incredibly well, 
despite the four inches of snow 
that fell the night before. Shov-
eling snow in April in Vida? We 
had a great turnout weather or not. 
Nineteen business folks, commu-
nity members and four kids, vary-
ing in ages enjoyed a nice lun-
cheon provided by the Chamber 
and furnished by the local venues. 
The Taste of the McKenzie was 
the theme. Craigs Lucky Log-
ger served Lasagna by their new 
chef. Vinnies Barbeque whipped 
up their famous Blue Cheese Po-
tato Salad. Ike’s Lakeside pizza 
provided three varieties of pizza. 
McKenzie Station and Espresso 
sent marinated tri tip and rolls to 
make French Dips. Takoda’s de-
livered a variety of chicken wings. 
Obsidian Grill sent their specialty 
chicken wings as well. To give a 
sweet ending to a perfect luncheon 
the Vida Café made several types 
of yummy pies. 

Three gift cards were raffled 
off: the Blue-Sky Market, Leaburg 
Store and Everyone’s Market. 

All participants were asked to 
introduce themselves. Business 
members were asked to talk a 
little bit about their business and 
how they are doing. Lots of new 
faces and new businesses are hap-
pening in the McKenzie Valley. 
Check out our website to view all 
the new venues and the existing 
ones available to serve you year-
round. 

With our revised website it is 
easier than ever to renew your 

membership online and you will 
automatically be notified when 
you need to make your next re-
newal payment to insure you stay 
active as a member. Not a mem-
ber? It is easy to sign up and be-
come one through our website or 
contact any of our board members 
to refer you to our great support 
team to help you sign up and ex-
plain the benefits of being a mem-
ber of the McKenzie Chamber of 
Commerce. As a business mem-
ber you can enjoy many benefits 
to promote your business and 
build your own page on the site. 
A Perma Flyer will be furnished 
by the Chamber to advertise your 
business at all three of our local 
kiosks. As a supporting commu-
nity member, we encourage you 
to attend our meetings, voice your 
opinions so you may help us im-
prove and serve the community, 
businesses, and the entire area 
of the beautiful McKenzie River 
Valley in a better way.

 Our monthly meetings are the 
third Thursday of each month at 
10:00 am via zoom. If you are not 
on our email list and would like 
more information and updates 
from the Chamber, please feel free 
to contact any of our board mem-
bers and we will get you signed up 
and keep you informed. You may 
also want to be part of the Cham-
ber’s Tourism Committee; they 
meet the second Tuesday of each 
month at 9:00 am via zoom. Con-
tact Carol Tannebaum for more 
information.

 Thanks for supporting and be-
ing a part of the McKenzie Cham-
ber of Commerce.

 Sincerely,
 Nadine Scott, president

nadine@windermere.com 541-
915-0807

 Ken Engleman, Vice President 
rivref@aol.com 

Carol Tannebaum, Treasurer 
caroltan@qwest.net 

Judy Casad, Secretary
judy@windermere.com

Board Members: Chris LaVoie, 
Patty Starr, Mike Kruse

Easy ways you can
 support the local free press

Get a subscription for someone 
else: Know someone who loves 
to follow the news and current 
events? Get him or her a gift sub-
scription. It has all the benefits of 
your own subscription with the 
additional benefit of reminding 
someone just how valuable the lo-
cal free press is. Buy a subscription 
for a school or library. Help make 
the news accessible to students 
and people who otherwise might 
not have access. (You might also 
add the digital edition to your print 
subscription)

Tell local businesses you saw 
their ad in River Reflections. 

They’ll be more inclined to con-
tinue their ad or take out another in 
the future. If you own a business, 
place an advertisement: Business 
ads in local newspapers reach 
local readers. Ads aren’t just for 
business, though. Anyone with a 
message to share can buy an ad. 
Celebrate someone’s success. Send 
well wishes.

Make a donation: River Reflec-
tions is not a nonprofit (despite how 
it feels on this end) but that doesn’t 
mean your financial gift wouldn't 
be welcome. If you’re not the sort 
who cuts checks, consider making 
another kind of donation: 

Share your thoughts - don't as-
sume I know everything of interest, 
or there was a bias against cover-
ing something. Send an e-mail or 
comment online when you read 
something good. Rather than call 
me an idiot or worse (you should 
see some of the e-mails I get), of-
fer constructive criticism. Suggest 

alternative sources for another 
story.

Contact me when there’s some-
thing newsworthy going on. I'm 
not omniscient. People are the best 
source for stories that matter to the 
community

Tell elected officials the local free 
press is a priority: At all levels of 
politics, elected officials listen to 
vocal constituents. Send an e-mail 
to a commissioner or a representa-
tive urging them to support the free 
press. Remind local government 
the best way to reach the public is 
through the local news. Ask candi-
dates where they stand on support-
ing local news media.

In return, I hope that you will 
continue to read and support River 
Reflections; that you’ll share any 
interesting or intriguing stories you 
find in it; and that you’ll always 
mention that you saw it first in the 
local free press.

points. Yoncalla boys took home 
fourth at 58 points, fifth place 
went to Crow at 51 pts., Triangle 
Lake finished sixth with 40 pts., 
and Riddle ended the event in 
seventh with 36 pts. McKenzie 
boys finished eighth with 29.5 pts., 
Mapleton took ninth at 28 pts., and 
rounding out the competition in 
tenth was Alsea at 7.5 pts.
Hailey Prater Second In Javelin, 

Caulley Third In Triple Jump
Lockard Tallies Two Thirds In 

Shot Put and Javelin
Eagle junior Hailey Prater 

threw the javelin 73 ft. 4 in. at the 
1A‚ - SD2 League Meet, held at 
Mapleton last Tuesday, April 26. 
That mark was good for second 
place and narrowly beat, by 2 
inches, the third place throw by 
Feirin McConnall of Triangle 
Lake. McKenzie sister teammate 
Hannah Prater finished tenth in the 
Javelin event with a throw of 33 ft. 
3 in. Clara Simonsen of Crow, who 
threw the spear 86 ft. 7 in, won the 
Javelin.

McKenzie freshman Adrian 
Caulley finished her Triple Jump 
efforts with a third place 22 ft. 0 in. 
leap. Triangle Lake’s Kiele Riggs 
won the Triple Jump with a 28 ft. 
5.5 in. mark. Hailey Prater also 
finished sixth in the Discus, with a 
throw of 53 ft. 9 in. Hannah Prater 
took seventh at 49 ft. 7 in. and 
Crow’s Simonsen, who threw the 
discus 78 ft. 8 in, won the event.

In the Shot Put competition, 
Hailey Prater finished in seventh 
place with a heave measured at 20 
ft. 6.5 in. and Hannah Prater threw 
the shot 19 ft. 4.75 in., good for 
ninth place. The Shot Put winner 
was Lomassi Kerr of Riddle with a 
throw of 26 ft. 8.5 in. 

Caulley finished eighth in the 
Long Jump at 9 ft. 8 in. and Audri 
Ward of North Douglas, who 
jumped 14 ft. 4 in, won that event. 
Triangle Lake’s Riggs, winner of 
the Triple Jump, also won the High 
Jump, clearing the bar at 4 ft. 5 in.

In the Girls Track events, Caulley 
finished fifth in the 100 m., timed 
at 15.90 seconds. North Douglas’ 
Ward won the 100 m. in a time of 
13.68 sec. Other Girls event winners 

were Ward in the 100 m. Hurdles, 
timed at 18.40 sec., Autumn 
Thelander of Triangle Lake in the 
200 m., timed at 30.24 sec., and 
Mia Piscopo of North Douglas, 
who won both the 400 m., in 
1:05.00 minutes and the 800 m. 
in 2:47.00 min. Mapleton’s Opal 
Burruss ran a first place time in 
the 1500 m., timed at 5:32.00 min. 
and Lyvia Shortt of Triangle Lake 
took home first in the 3000 m. 
race with a time of 13:40.00 min. 
Abrianna Roberts of Mohawk was 
the first place winner in the 300 
m. Hurdles at 1:00.00 min. Crow 
won both the 4x100 Relay and 
4x400 Relay races. The winning 
time in the 4x100 Relay team 
comprised of Kaylei Surcamp, 
Pitta Khumhaeng, Cloe Boutin, 
and Maci Holderby won with the 
time of 1:01.58 min. and their 
teammate quartet in the 4x400 
Relay, consisting of Surcamp, 
Boutin, Simonsen, and Holderby 
won with a time of 5:38.00 
minutes.

In the Boys competition at 
Mapleton, McKenzie’s Levi 
Lockard led his team with a 
couple of third place finishes and 
a fifth place finish. Lockard’s third 
place mark in the Shot Put was 
measured at 35 ft. 9.75 in. and 
the event was won by Eddyville’s 
Payton Rockmore with a toss of 
37 ft. 7.5 in. Eagle teammate Cody 
Morales finished eighteenth with 
a throw measured at 25 ft. 4.25 in. 
Lockard’s other third place finish 
was in the Javelin event, where 
his throw was measured at 112 ft. 
1 in. McKenzie teammate Trent 
Peek took fourth place at 109 ft. 
7 in. and Ray Gerrard of North 
Douglas, whose winning throw 
was marked at 144 ft. 8 in, won 
the Javelin. Lockard’s fifth place 
finish came in the Discus with 
a throw of 95 ft. 6 in. Morales 
finished eighth at 79 ft. 7 in. and 
Gerrard of North Douglas, who 
threw the implement 133 ft. 7 in, 
won the Discus. 

Eagle Peek finished eighth in 
the Long Jump with a leap of 16 
ft. 1 in. and the event was won 
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April 26: 9:11: Greenwood Dr./
Rippling Way. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, Refusal.

12:24: McK. Hwy./Greenwood 
Dr. Motor Vehicle Accident, Non-
Injury. Assessed, Refusal.

April 27: 2:49: 40000 block, 
McK. Hwy. Lift Assist.

April 29: 15:30: 42000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Medical, Trauma. 
Patient Assessed, No transport. 

 Thursday, May 5, 2022 McKenzie River Reflections Page 3

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

April 30: 13:59: Medical 
– 91000 block, Alma Dr. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

22:13: Medical – 59000 blk, 
N. Belknap Springs Rd. Male, 
Conscious, Breathing.

The Upper McK. Fire District 
board of directors will hold its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
May 18th, at the McK. Fire station, 
56578 McK. Hwy. in McKenzie 
Bridge, at 7 p.m. 

From October 18, 2007 edition of McKenzie River Reflections

...saving stories 
from the rising

tide of time.

To download fully functioning 8-page digital files, 
with accessible text and images go to: alturl.com/
5462h

Sheriff’s
Report

CCB# 233925

Committed    to   excellent  
customer  service,  quality 
workmanship, prompt service 
and competitive, affordable 
pricing.

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Contact us today for a
free estimate - 541-688-2787

woodystumpremoval@comcast.net
397 Naismith Blvd Eugene, Or 97404

23:23: 40000 blk, Booth Kelly 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Refusal.

April 30: 11:28: 88000 blk, 
Tiki Ln. Public Assist. Lift Assist 
Only.

14:38: 87000 blk, Cedar Flat 
Rd Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

May 1: 15:26: 40000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Vehicle Fire – 
Extinguished.

15:42: 37000 blk, Upper Camp 
Creek Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting on Monday, May 16th. 
at noon, in the Leaburg Training 
Center, 42870 McK. Hwy. The 
district maintains Facebook, 
Twitter, and web pages. If you 
have a question or concern about 
any Fire District business, give 
Chief Bucich a call @ 541-896-
3311. If he is unavailable, please 
leave a message and he will 
respond ASAP.

April 23: 12:00 p.m: Theft - 
49500 block, McK. Hwy. Follow 
up.

4:23 p.m: Burglary - 92200 
blk, Murdoch St. A caller came 
home to find an unknown male 
in his home, wearing the caller’s 
clothes. The male was extremely 
high on drugs and had drugs with 
him. He was taken into custody 
and lodged at the Lane County 
Jail.

9:07 p.m: Menacing - 55600 
blk, McK. River Dr. A verbal 
dispute between neighbors at a 
campfire turned physical. One 
neighbor chased another while 
yelling threats. He then menaced 
another person with a knife. He 
was taken into custody and ulti-
mately lodged at the Lane County 
Jail.

April 24: 9:29 a.m: Distur-
bance, Dispute - 54700 blk, Cad-
dis Ln. Caller reported being in a 
dispute with her ex. No injuries 
were reported. 

April 25: 11:08 a.m: Suspi-
cious Vehicle - 41000 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Caller reported that the 
driver of a tan Honda parked his 
car at a neighbor’s driveway and 
was looking around. 

April 26: 8:49 a.m: Aban-
doned Vehicle - 37700 block, Up-
per Camp Creek Rd.

9:15 a.m: Welfare Check - 
39200 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

11:35 a.m: Theft - 51100 blk, 
Blue River Dr. Caller initially re-
ported that gas was stolen from 
some school vehicles. It was later 
determined that gas was not actu-
ally taken.

2:55 p.m: Violation of Restrain-
ing Order - 93100 blk, Marcola 
Rd.

3:34 p.m: Attempt To Locate 
Drunk Driver - 35200 blk, Camp 
Creek Rd.

3:48 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
54200 blk, W. King Rd.

4:47 p.m: Assist, Information - 
40700 blk, Potter Creek Ln.

5:03 p.m: Violation of Stalking 
Order - 55600 blk, McK. River 
Dr.

6:32 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. Milepost 44.

7:01 p.m: Suspicious Subject - 
92800 blk, Fir Ridge Rd.

9:27 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
Sunderman Rd. & Marcola Rd. A 
vehicle was left unoccupied in the 
middle of the roadway. The owner 
was contacted and it was deter-
mined that the vehicle had run out 
of gas.

April 27: 12:00 p.m: Vehicle 
Stop - Marcola Rd. & Wendling 
Rd.

12:16 p.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 6600 blk, Thurston Rd.

1:35 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
56400 blk, N. Bank Rd.

2:28 p.m: Civil Service - 91800 
blk, Taylor Rd.

3:34 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 8500 blk, Thurston Rd. A caller 
reported that her son was involved 
in a dispute with her boyfriend. No 
crime was articulated and a wel-
fare check was conducted.

3:56 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
Honeybee Ln. & Wendling Rd.

4:48 p.m: Theft - Aufderheide 
Dr. & McK. Hwy. A tree crew 
working in the area had their trail-
er broken into. Various items were 
stolen including climbing equip-
ment, hand tools, and a Stihl 660 
chainsaw.

4:55 p.m: Civil Service - 38900 
blk, Hendricks Park Rd.

6:02 p.m: Animal Abuse - Blue 
River Reservoir Rd. & McK. 
Hwy.

6:08 p.m: Assist, Information - 
90100 blk, Marcola Rd.

7:52 p.m: Driving While Sus-

pended - McK. Hwy. Mp. 29.
April 28: 5:59: p.m: Suspi-

cious Conditions - 35200 blk, 
Camp Creek Rd. An elderly wom-
an with Alzheimer’s arrived at a 
local business. She was reunited 
with family.

7:37 p.m: Driving under influ-
ence of intoxicants - McK. Hwy. 
& Cedar Flat Rd.

10:46 p.m: Disturbance, Dis-
pute - 39600 blk, Wendling Rd.

April 29: 1:53 a.m: Alarm - 
43100 blk, McK. Hwy.

10:25 a.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - Blue River Dam. Caller 
reported that she went to spoke to 
a person that was camping in the 
area when the person unholstered 
a firearm. The caller was not 
menaced, but concerned that the 
camper’s reaction was extreme.

12:35 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
90800 blk, Angels Flight Rd.

4:07 p.m: Illegal Dump - McK. 
Hwy. & Goodpasture Rd.

7:00 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
Holden Creek Ln. & McK. Hwy.

8:10 p.m: Citizen Contact – 
Continued On Page 5

We have over 30 years experience specializing in  McKenzie  Real  Estate.  
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance 
with all your real estate needs.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie	River	Specialist
Exceeding	Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top	Producer	at

Windermere	Real	Estate	since	2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

*	based	on	Winderemere’s	annual	Top	Producers	List
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Not sure why
BUSINESS IS SLOW?

is not just a saying
in business.

Advertise today and let your business be
in sight and in the minds of your customers

rivref2@gmail.com
541-822-3358

By Finn J.D. John
This is the story of Portland’s 

coldest cold-case file — a suspicious 
death in the worst neighborhood 
of the old Stumptown waterfront, 
almost lost in the mists of time, 
135 years ago. Was it an accident? 
Or a murder? 

We’ll never know for sure. 
But there are good reasons to be 
suspicious.

The Night Before
Our story begins in a smoky, 

lamp-lit saloon in the rough part of 
Portland, back in early February 
of 1878. W.H. Harrigan, one of the 
tough, hardworking longshoremen 
who worked the docks in early 
Portland, was having a drink or two 
with his friend Thomas McMahon 
— known to friends and enemies 
alike as “Mac.”

Mac was a scow operator on the 
river, in charge of one of the large 
flat-bottomed boats that helped 
shuttle cargo among ships in the 
harbor, and he lived in a cabin on 
board the scow. 

Mac wasn’t his usual free-
spirited self that evening. In fact, 
Mac told Harrigan he was flat-
out scared. He explained that 
he’d gotten in a fight with a man 
named Jack Abrahagen a week 
or two before, and Abrahagen 
had beaten him badly and then 
pulled a knife. Abrahagen was, 
at that moment, under arrest in 
the city jail awaiting trial for this 
deadly assault, and McMahon was 
worried that Abrahagen would 
come for him and finish the job, 
so that he couldn’t testify against 
him. Would Harrigan be willing to 

come spend the night at his place, 
for protection?

Harrigan said he would. But as 
the night went on, the two of them 
proceeded to tax their capacity for 
intoxicating liquors. They did such 
a fine job of this that Harrigan was 
arrested for public drunkenness 
and thrown into the drunk tank.

It was the last time Harrigan 
would ever see McMahon alive.

Missing
The next day, Harrigan stopped 

by McMahon’s scow to check on 
him, and found no sign of the man 
anywhere.

Alarmed, Harrigan kicked 
in the door of the scow. There 
was no sign of Harrigan, but all 
his belongings were still there 
in the scow — including, most 
alarmingly, $4.50 (about $105 in 
today’s dollars) in cash.

“I then started for up town,” 
Harrigan said, during the coroner’s 
inquest that followed a few weeks 
later, “and after I had passed the 
house of Boneyard Mary she 
called to me and said McMahon 
had fallen in the river; that she saw 
him swimming; that she thought 
he had got out as someone struck 
a light in the scow.”

Boneyard Mary
“Boneyard Mary” was the 

nickname of a woman named 
Eliza Bunets, who lived on one of 
the old riverboats in the steamboat 
company “boneyard” — the place 
where old steamboats were moored 
after they were mostly worn out, 
in case parts were ever needed. 
Aesthetically, the boneyard was 
kind of like a combination of a 
junkyard and a haunted mansion, 
the whole thing floating on an 

occasionally evil-smelling river 
at the foot of Flanders Street, 
decrepit by day and, in those pre-
streetlight days, positively sinister 
by night.

McMahon’s scow was anchored 
right next to the boneyard, so 
he and Boneyard Mary were 
neighbors — but, it seems, not 
friends.

Boneyard Mary gave her 
occupation as “laundress,” and, 
well, maybe she was. A careful 
reading of the newspaper accounts, 
though, suggests she derived most 
of her income in other ways.

Harrigan had no reason to 
disbelieve Boneyard Mary. He 
moved on, trying to convince 
himself that McMahon had 
simply gone on the lam to avoid 
being called as a witness against 
Abrahagen. But something about 
the whole thing bothered him, 
especially the money. Why would 
he leave his money behind?

Two weeks later, Harrigan’s 
worst fears were realized. A 
young boy fishing off a nearby 
dock hooked and reeled in the 
unfortunate McMahon’s corpse. 

The Inquest
At the coroner’s inquest, 

Harrigan told his story, and then 
it was Boneyard Mary’s turn. She 
said the evening Harrigan was 
arrested, she was there when he 
arrived home for the night.

“I went inside the house and 
told (neighbor) Mr. Nelson and 
his wife that McMahon was very 
drunk,” she testified. “I then 
stepped out on the wharf, and in a 
few minutes heard a splash in the 
water. I ran to the edge of the wharf 
and looked down in the river and 
saw an object in the water which I 
thought was him.”

Boneyard Mary then went back 
to the house and notified Nelson 
and his wife that McMahon 
had fallen in the drink. Nelson 
promptly came out to help.

“Mr. Nelson went immediately 
on board the scow,” Bunets said, 
“and found a hat saturated with 
water, and Mr. Nelson said he 
thought he had gone in the cabin 
and was all right.”

Motives for murder?
A few other interesting 

“Well that about tears it!” 
said Steve, twitching his walrus 
moustache. “How do they expect 
a guy to get by when they tell him 
what to do and to send money and 
re-up every dang thing in your 
billfold. It ain’t right!”

We hadn’t seen our favorite 
cowboy so worked up over 
something since the boss made 
him shoe the neighbor lady’s mule. 
He still limps now and then when 
the weather turns cold.

Steve had been sipping coffee 
and slitting envelopes as he 
combined caffeine and mail. As 
usual.

“Are you going to ask him?” 
said Doc, turning to Herb.

“You’re closer to him than I 
am, Doc. I might have to raise my 
voice. Weakens a guy.”

Doc grinned. “Okay, Steve, 
what’s the problem?”

“Licenses. Every dang time you 
turn around some guy behind a 
counter tells you you have to buy 
a license. Runs a guy straight into 
the poorhouse. It does.

“Why, you have to have a license 
for your pickup, and for your dog, 
and I’ll bet if a guy got married, 
he’d need a license for that, too.”

“You got that right,” said Dud.
“Them HAM radio guys gotta 

have a license, too,” Steve said. 
“Once you buy a license, they give 
you all them numbers and letters, 
so your buddies in Thailand know 
it’s you. I’m tired of it. We need a 
simpler way to live.”

“Okay, Steve,” Doc said, “What 
do you suggest we do?”

Steve grinned. “Everybody get a 
horse. You don’t need a license for 
the horse. You can get on him and 
ride him everywhere you go. Works 
out just fine, in my thinking.”

Doc smiled. “I have to go to a 
conference in Boston, Steve. Any 
suggestions?”

“Well, Doc,” Steve said. “I 
believe if I were you, I’d saddle up 
and leave now.”

---------------
Brought to you by the horses 

and other animals from their 
forever home at  Masleña 
Rescue.  Help feed one or two at 
www.masleñarf.org.

By Slim Randles

“Boneyard Mary” - Page 8

Did ‘Boneyard Mary’ murder Thomas McMahon?

City	of	Portland	Archives
The notorious Oregon Steam Navigation Company “boneyard,” covering 
the waterfront at the north end of the North End and stocked with old 
and dilapidated steamboats, as it appeared in an 1892 commemorative 
publication by the Portland Morning Oregonian.
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Get free, one-to-one 
gardening help

When you’ve got a gardening 
question, try tapping out a local 
phone number for a customized 
answer instead of delving into the 
impersonal internet.

The one-to-one contact could 
mean the difference between 
success and failure.

At the other end of the phone 
line in 28 counties sit Oregon 
State University Extension Service 
Master Gardeners poised to solve 
your gardening problems — or 
help keep them from happening in 
the first place.

More than 3,000 volunteers 
have graduated from 66 hours of 
intensive training in topics from 
insect identification to vegetable 
gardening. They pick up phones 
prepared to listen, investigate and 
furnish information that’s been 
scientifically vetted, according to 
Gail Langellotto, statewide master 
gardener coordinator.

“Our tagline is ‘reliable, 
reachable, relevant,’” she said. 
“We get to know your gardening 
situation and provide customized 
advice based on your location, 
your preferences and your goals.”

Going to the internet to identify a 
plant or insect can be problematic, 
Langellotto noted. A gardener 
may notice an insect that’s red and 

black, search those parameters and 
come up with a different insect.

“You may not be able to 
distinguish differences in the shape 
of the wing or type of antenna,” she 
said. “If the insect is misidentified, 
it could lead to applying a pesticide 
on something that’s not a pest. Or 
you may kill something beneficial 
for the garden. You need the correct 
ID to solve your problem.”

Wading through plant 
descriptions online can be onerous, 
too, said Brooke Edmunds, an 
Extension horticulturist. Websites 
sometimes contradict each other, 
and some offer only the most basic 
or vague information. Growing 
a plant correctly depends on 
knowing its needs.

Does it do best in sun or shade, 
moist soil or dry? How much 
fertilizer does it need? How and 
when should you prune it? Will 
it grow too big for the planned 
space or send out roots to disturb 
the sidewalk? What about cold and 
heat hardiness? There are so many 
questions.

By calling Extension master 
gardeners and horticulturists like 
Edmunds, you’ll get personalized 
information based on your 
particular problems and needs, all 
answered with a one-on-one phone 
call instead of time-consuming 
visits to multiple websites.

“In my mind, that’s a really 
important place master gardeners 
come into play,” she said. “They 
stop and really figure out the 
situation.”

Edmunds pointed out that the 
research-based information is 
appropriate for all gardeners’ 
viewpoints, whether they want 
to follow organic tenants, prefer 
to use synthetic products or fall 
somewhere in between.

“All options are presented,” she 
said. “We’re showing everything 
that works. People can choose 
what fits best into how they like 
to garden.”

That those options are based 
on science means you’ll get data 
specific to Oregon, Edmunds 
stressed. The problems that arise 
and plants that grow here can 
differ widely from other states, 
even from one part of the state to 
another. Local master gardeners 
are familiar with regional 
gardening, answer thousands of 
questions each year and quickly 
get timely, accurate answers to 
your questions.

“A lot of times people call 
wanting verification of something 
they’ve looked up on the 
Internet,” Langellotto said. “We 
use that as a jumping off point for 
a conversation. We make sure a 
person knows the questions to ask 
to get the answers they need.”

Master gardeners also work 
directly with the public at farmer’s 
markets, plant sales, garden 
shows, county fairs, demonstration 
gardens, schools and correctional 
facilities. Most counties offer a 
seasonal slate of classes, too.

“There’s nothing like a hands-
on class,” Edmunds said. “Say 
you’re new to composting. You 
can read a lot about it and find 
a lot of advice online, but it’s 
different than going to a class and 
seeing what ‘wet but not dripping’ 
compost looks like and feels like 
and take that information away.”

Check with your county 
Extension office or call your 
local Master Gardener hotline for 
information on classes in your 
area.

DANDELIONS
FOR SPRING

The golden glow of dandelions 
soon will carpet fields and lawns.  
Some consider them weeds to 
be pulled and destroyed, while 
others look upon these blooms as 
decorative flowers and something 
to eat.
I’ve always enjoyed the 
dandelions of spring, probably 
because of my associations with 
them in childhood.  They provided 
brightness in the large lawn before 
our farmhouse after the drabness 
of mud season.  They dotted the 
meadows where cattle grazed.

Picking Flowers for Mother
We children picked dandelion 
bouquets for Mother.  I recall my 
brother pulling off the heads and 
handing them to her with pride.  
Mother arranged them in a cereal 
bowl of water, praising him as 
though he d presented her with 
exotic blooms.
We associated dandelions with the 
arrival of robins and other spring 
joys.  We never considered them 
nuisances in the lawn for they also 
provided us with food in the way 
of greens.  (Those were the days 
when greens such as lettuce were 
offered only in summer at the 
grocery or our garden.)
So today, I enjoy seeing the 
golden blooms in yards (even our 

own) and fields.  This year they 
seem especially plentiful, as do so 
many blossoms and flowers, such 
as lilacs, daffodils, trillium, lady 
slippers, and others that grow wild 
in our woodland yard.

A Spring Food Idea
ORIENTAL SALAD was served 
at one of our family reunions. 
Combine 2 cups cooked diced 
chicken, 2 tablespoons slivered 
almonds, 1/2 small to medium 
head chopped cabbage, 2 chopped 
scallions, and 2 tablespoons 
toasted sesame seeds.
Combine 1 tablespoon sugar, 1/3 
cup salad oil, 1 teaspoon salt (less 
if desired), 1/2 teaspoon pepper, 
3 tablespoons rice vinegar (you 
can substitute red wine vinegar).  
Pour over salad and toss well.  
Refrigerate overnight.
Before serving stir in 1 cup crisp 
Chinese noodles.

(c) 2022 Mary Emma Allen
 

(Mary Emma Allen lives in NH;e-
mail: me.allen@juno.com)

Make the
McKenzie Connection

for 58¢ a week!

*	Police	&	Fire	Reports		 *	School	&	School	Board	News	 *	Local	Events	
*	Local	&	Regional	News	 *	Area	Business	Ads	 *	Community	Calendar
*	History	 *	High	School	Sports	Coverage	 *	Local	Weather
* Recipes * Local Classified Ads * Recreation

Print	subscriptions

$31/yr 
in	Lane	County
$37/yr

Outside	Lane	County
Add	$10/yr	for	combined

print	&	digital	delivery

With a 1 year subscription you’ll get

YES!
 I want to subscribe

NAME_________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________________

TOWN__________________________________________________________STATE_____________ZIP_________________

Your community newspaper since 1978

59059	Old	McKenzie	Hwy.
McKenzie	Bridge,	OR	97413

rivref2@gmail.com
FAX	541-663-4550

Holden Creek Ln. & McK. Hwy.
9:26 p.m: Welfare Check - 

91600 blk, Alma Dr.
9:55 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 

- 92000 blk, Marcola Rd. A high-
ly intoxicated male tripped and 
cut his head on broken glass. He 
was initially resistive to his son 
applying pressure to the wound. 
The male was seen by medics. No 
crime articulated. 

April 30: 11:37 a.m: Theft - 
38400 blk, McK. Hwy.

11:55 a.m: Theft From Vehicle 
- 90300 blk, Sunderman Rd.

12:46 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
91600 blk, Alma Dr.

1:30 p.m: Subpoena Service - 
42800 blk, McK. Hwy.

1:31 p.m: Subpoena Service - 
45400 blk, Goodpasture Rd.

1:40 p.m: Subpoena Service - 
45900 blk, Goodpasture Rd.

4:10 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. Mp. 27.

6:37 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 
Hwy. Mp. 41.

8:46 p.m: Loud Noise - 39200 

blk, Camp Creek Rd.
9:20 p.m: Attempt To Locate 

Drunk Driver - Old Mohawk Rd. 
& Marcola Rd.

May 1: 2:50 a.m: Medical Info 
- 45500 blk, McK. Hwy.

3:58 a.m: Alarm - 43100 blk, 
McK. Hwy.

12:11 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
91600 blk, Alma Dr.

2:36 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
91200 blk, Leavitt Ln.

5:36 p.m: Civil Service - 91800 
blk, Taylor Rd.

5:44 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
56900 blk, McK. Hwy.

11:09 p.m: Speeding Vehicle - 
Marcola Rd. & Old Mohawk Rd.

Comments as reported may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County Sher-
iffs Office. 

541-517-0730Big or small We Do it All!

Rock Delivery
Excavation

Fill Dirt
Landscape Supplies

Land Clearing
Forestry & Brush Mulching

Sheriff’s
Report

Continued From Page 3

Quote of the Week
“In Republics, the great danger 

is, that the majority may not 
sufficiently respect the rights of 
the minority.”

James Madison

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny
By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB	#50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com
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This Space For Rent  rivref@wildblue.net

Community Notes

May 7
Dime At A Time

The Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting sessions are 
held every Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to noon at the Leaburg Store. 
Donations can be dropped off 
there as well. 

May 8
Mother’s Day Breakfast

The Walterville Grange will be 
hosting their annual Mother’s Day 
Breakfast on Sunday, May 8th, 
from 8 to 11 a.m.  A great break-
fast of pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
ham, sausage, fruit, and coffee, 
juice, or milk will be served.  The 
community center is located at 
39259 Camp Creek Road in Wal-

terville.  Donations are gratefully 
accepted.  People are encouraged 
to also bring a canned food dona-
tion for the upriver foodbank.

May 16
Spring Flea Market

Spring is the time of year when 
most of us are motivated to clean 
our homes, garages and storage 
sheds to whip our homes into 
shape.  But what to do with all 
that “stuff” you no longer want or 
need?  Vida McKenzie Commu-
nity Center has a solution!

On Saturday, June 16th, there 
will be a FLEA MARKET at 
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian 
Church where you can become a 
“vendor” by purchasing a “space” 

to sell your new or used goods to 
the general public.  Best of all, you 
keep all profits.  

The highway location in Walter-
ville is great for attracting buyers 
and VMCC will provide publicity, 
tables and a yummy snack bar to 
keep shoppers happy while they 
browse.  

Interested?  Contact Tammy 
Pelton regarding table fees. RE-
SERVE YOUR SPACE NOW!  
Call 951-970-0176 for more infor-

mation.
May 16

McKenzie Fire & Rescue
McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 

its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting at noon, at the Leaburg 
Training Center,

May 16
 Springfield School Board
7:00pm - 8:30pm. The Board of 

Directors meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Mondays of each month (except 
July). Regular business meetings 
begin at 7 pm on the 2nd Monday 
and work sessions are generally 
held at 4 pm on the 4th Monday 
of the month in the Administration 
Building, 640 A St, Springfield.

May 18
McKenzie School Board

Change for May School Board
The budget committee meeting 

will be the same as posted on the 
budget committee

meeting notice.  (May 18 at 5 
PM in the cafeteria)

But the Regular School Board  
meeting will be Thursday May 19 
at 5:30 P.M.

If you could list the regular 
school board day/date change  
in several issues that would be 
great”

( We are changing it because of 
the meeting in the new gym con-
cerning the

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Bridge Christian Church
56334 McKenzie Hwy, McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

9:30 a.m. Sunday school for all ages
11:00 a.m. Worship Service & Nursery

Need a ride? Call 541-822-3289
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church

Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, either in church on 
Hwy. 126 just east of Walterville, or on our Facebook livestream.  You 
may also make prayer requests, or request an emailed or earth-mailed 
bulletin -- phone or send email to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@
gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Notice of Budget Committee Meeting
A public meeting of the Budget Committee of the McKenzie 

School District, Lane County, State of Oregon, to discuss the budget 
for the fiscal year July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023 will be held at the 
McKenzie High School Cafeteria. The meeting will take place on 
May 18, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. The purpose of the meeting is to receive 
the budget message and to receive comment from the public on the 
budget.

A copy of the budget document may be inspected on or after May 
16, 2022 at the district office at 51187 Blue River Dr. Finn Rock, OR, 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Additional meetings, 
if needed, are scheduled on May 24, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. and May 25, 
2022 at 7:00 p.m.

Members of the public can access the live stream of the meeting at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC14 qR6Fmaelcllzi4UMCeQ

This is a public meeting where deliberation of the Budget Commit-
tee will take place. Any person may appear at the meeting and discuss 
the proposed programs with the Budget Committee.

Join Rick & Kathy Dancer 
as they introduce you to The 
Backstories of the Pacific 
Northwest”
The people, the places, the 
food, the recreation and the 

Explore PNW Backstories

heart and soul of rural Oregon.

Where To Watch
Facebook @Exploregonbackstores

Instagram pnw_backstories 
Youtube  PNW Backstories 

Email: Rick@rickdancer.com

Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing

Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com

centurytrees@yahoo.com

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott	Woods	

Owner

CCB#183064

Lane County Land Manage-
ment is hosting a drop-in session 
on Saturday, May 7, from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the McKenzie 
Community School New Gym 
(51187 Blue River Drive) for 
Holiday Farm Fire survivors who 
are working through the rebuild-
ing process.

“We know from talking with 
survivors that many are still de-
ciding whether to rebuild or how 
to rebuild,” said Lane County Per-
mit Navigator Marianne Nolte. “It 
can be a complicated process and 
our planners and building officials 
want to sit down with people to 
help them understand what they 
need for their specific properties.”

People will be able to get help 
with:

• understanding what forms are 
required

• locating what records already 
exist for a property

• checking permit status
• understanding sanitation re-

Friday Night at the Walterville Community Center three one act plays were 
presented to the local community. Goshen Grange presented a patriotic 
tribute with songs and readings from our national heritage. Irving Grange 
showed us how to play virtual games about rolling dice and dragons. 
Walterville topped the evening with a play about how not to have a meet-
ing. Afterwards everyone was treated to sandwiches and dessert. Thank 
you to all that came and supported the Thespians.

Need advice  on 
rebuilding?

quirements
• determining required setbacks
• understanding building per-

mits and inspections
Representatives from McKenzie 

Locals Helping Locals, McKenzie 
Valley Long Term Recovery 
Group, and disaster case manag-
ers will also be on-hand to help 
connect fire survivors to resources 
and help.

For survivors unable to attend 
Saturday’s drop-in session, Nolte 
continues to be available on Tues-
days at the McKenzie School New 
Gym from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
and at the Leaburg Annex (42870 
McKenzie Highway - milepost 
20) on Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon.

In addition to creating the per-
mit navigator position that Nolte 
holds, Lane County has taken oth-
er steps to help reduce the barri-
ers to rebuilding for fire survivors, 
including:

• Adding 7 FTE (full-time 
equivalent employees) to Land 
Management to help handle the 
influx of applications

• Waiving many land use ap-
plication fees for dwellings and 
businesses

• Advocating for changes to 
state land use laws that make it 
easier for people to rebuild after 
a wildfire

• Working with state agencies 
to provide grants for people who 
rebuild with fire-resistant

Stage center

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L. C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

Top Notch Carpet Cleaning
and Windows

Residential	and	New	Construction	Clean-up
Clean	windows	by	hand

everything	the	window	touches.
Locally	owned	and	operated	since	2010

541-514-0213       Andrew



 Thursday, May 5, 2022 McKenzie River Reflections Page 7

Method Of Operation
I am having a problem in 

paradise. First of all, I am 22, he 
is 31. We have known each other 
for a little over a month. 

At first, he was more affectionate 
than I was. He felt a little upset I 
wasn’t moving as fast as he was 
affectionately. Not that he was 
trying to be sexual, he just wanted 
cuddling, hugging, and kissing.

For some reason he thought we 
were “two different people.” He 
was unsure whether we should 
even talk anymore. I didn’t see 
that! We had a long debate, and 
everything was good after that.

Last Thursday he came to my 
birthday party, and everyone 
thought he was very attentive. I 
sat on his lap, we held hands and 
hugged a lot. He brought me a 
bottle of merlot wine, burned a 
CD with my favorite songs on it, 
and gave me a card. 

In the past he told me I am 
special, and it would be a loss 
if I wasn’t in his life. After the 
party I emailed him a thank you. 
I called Saturday afternoon to see 
if he wanted to go dancing and 
left a message on his answering 
machine. He didn’t call back, so 
I assumed he was busy. No big 
deal.

Next day I called again. He said 
he had plans all day. I asked if he 
wanted to do something later, but 
he said he was starting a new job 
on Monday. I’ve called or emailed 
four times since.

Maybe I’m being paranoid, 
but I’ve gotten no return call, no 
email, no nothing. My friends and 
I can’t figure out what’s going on 
in his head. I’m trying to think of 
the best way humanly possible to 
handle this situation delicately. I 
don’t want to lose him, and I sure 
don’t want to give up easily. 

Elise
Elise, you want a delicate solu-

tion. I can give you the solution, 
but it lacks delicacy.

In your mind your boyfriend 
wasn’t trying to be sexual, but 
cuddling, hugging, and kissing are 
the prelude to something more. He 
didn’t get what he wanted. Then 
he withdrew, perhaps as a way of 
moving you along. Along the way 
he decided he was done with you.

Bill Clinton gave Walt Whit-
man’s “Leaves of Grass” to 
Hillary while they were courting. 
He also gave the same book to 
Monica Lewinsky. Who knows 
how many other women received 
the same treatment. It was just his 
method of operation.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING              CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Assisted Living

Looking	for	assisted	living,	memory	
care,	 or	 independent	 living?	A	 Place	
for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family.	Call	1-844-923-5005	today!

Coins & Jewelry
Buying	 US	 and	 foreign	 coins,	

currency,	tokens,	gold,	silver,	&	jewelry.	
North	Star	Coin	&	Jewelry,	650	Main	
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Dental Insurance
DENTAL	 INSURANCE	 from	

Physicians	 Mutual	 Insurance	
Company.	 Coverage	 for	 350	 plus	
procedures.	 Real	 dental	 insurance	
-	 NOT	 just	 a	 discount	 plan.	 Do	 not	
wait!	Call	now!	Get	your	FREE	Dental	
Information	 Kit	 with	 all	 the	 details!	
1-855-683-0634	 www.dental50plus.
com/river	#6258

DRACO Sales
The	 return	 of	 the	 annual	 DRACO	

“that’s	 incredible	garage	sales.	We’re	
back	 with	 the	 sale	 people	 watch	 for	
each	 year!	 Multiple	 DRACO	 neigh-
borhood	 garage	 sales	 in	 one	 nice,	
easy-to-walk	 location.	Saturday,	June	
4,	9	a.m.	to	5	p.m.	Sunday,	June	5,	9	
a.m.	to	3	p.m.	No	food	or	porta-potty	
this	year	but	TONS	of	miscellaneous	
including	 tools,	 sporting	 goods,	 and	
antiques.	Other	sales	in	nearby	loca-
tions	 such	 as	 Holden	 Creek.	 Watch	
for	signs.	6	miles	east	of	Walterville	on	
Hwy	126	near	mp	17.

Free
Rocks	 -	 landscape	 boulders	 &	

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All	you	can	load	yourself	free	-	loaded	
&	delivered	 for	a	small	 fee.	541-896-
3000	(best	time	a.m.)	FI-j15.nc

Gutters
Eliminate	 gutter	 cleaning	 forever!	

LeafFilter,	the	most	advanced	debris-
blocking	gutter	protection.	Schedule	a	
FREE	LeafFilter	estimate	 today.	15%	
off	Entire	Purchase.	10%	Senior	&	Mil-
itary	Discounts.	Call	1-866-387-0730

Let’s Get Started!
Spring	 cleaning,	 a	 time	 to	 shed	

your	unused	items,	that	doesn’t	mean,	
putting	 them	 in	your	 shed.	Call	Patty	
Starr	 -	 Licensed,	 Bonded	 &	 Insured.	

541-896-1569,	
e z 2 d o w n s i z e @ g m a i l . c o m	

PSyr/1/21.
Life Screening

Stroke	and	Cardiovascular	disease	
are	 leading	causes	of	death,	accord-
ing	 to	 the	 American	 Heart	 Associa-
tion.	 Screenings	 can	 provide	 peace	
of	 mind	 or	 early	 detection!	 Contact	
Life	Line	Screening	to	schedule	your	
screening.	Special	offer	-	5	screenings	
for	just	$149.	Call	1-855-993-5276

Medical Alert
MobileHelp,	America’s	Premier	Mo-

bile	 Medical	 Alert	 System.	 Whether	
You’re	Home	or	Away.	For	Safety	and	
Peace	 of	 Mind.	 No	 Long	 Term	 Con-
tracts!	 Free	 Brochure!	 Call	Today!	 1-
866-996-0952

Personal
The	Leaburg	Sew	&	So’s	will	meet	

again	 on	 Monday	 afternoons	 when	
the	 McKenzie	 Fire	 &	 Rescue	 Center	
re-opens	for	community	activities.	Call	
Sara	at	541-896-3059	for	more	infor-
mation.	

If	 you	 want	 to	 drink,	 that’s	 your	
business.	 If	 you	 want	 to	 stop,	 that’s	
ours.	 AA	 Group	 meets	 Wednesday	
6:00pm-7:00pm	 and	 Sunday	
5:00-6:00pm	 at	 the	 McKenzie	
Valley	 Presbyterian	 Church,	 88393	
Walterville	 Loop,	 a	 block	 from	 the	
Walterville	 Shopping	 Center.	 N/c-sub	
5/15/-5/11/14

Phones
Great	 new	 offer	 from	 AT&T	

Wireless!	 Ask	 how	 to	 get	 the	 new	
iPhone	12	mini	for	as	low	as	$0	with	
trade	in.	While	supplies	last!	CALL	1-
877-500-5954

Piano Lessons
Now	accepting	piano	students	-	Be-

ginners,	 Intermediate	 and	 Advanced	
-	 all	 ages.	 Professional	 jazz	 pianist,	
classically	trained	with	years	of	teach-
ing	 experience.	 Located	 in	 Leaburg.	
Please	 call	 or	 text	 408.391.3477	 or	
email;	 kimberly@liquidsister.com.	
http://www.liquidsister.com	 SKP-
8/16ruc

Portable Oxygen
Portable	 Oxygen	 Concentrator	

May	 Be	 Covered	 by	 Medicare!	
Reclaim	 independence	 and	 mobility	
with	 the	 compact	 design	 and	 long-

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirthell

lasting	 battery	 of	 Inogen	 One.	 Free	
information	 kit!	 Call	 833-980-0385.	
Call	1-877-244-0346

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The	 Leaburg	 Sew	 and	 So’s	 meet	

every	 Monday	 from	 noon	 to	 4	 pm..	
If	 you	 are	 interested	 in	 joining	 us,	
call	Sara	at	(541)	896-3059	for	more	
information. S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Satellite TV
DIRECTV	 for	 $69.99/mo	 for	 12	

months	with	CHOICE	Package.	Watch	
your	favorite	live	sports,	news	&	enter-
tainment	anywhere.	One	year	of	HBO	
Max	FREE.	Directv	is	#1	in	Customer	
Satisfaction	(JD	Power	&	Assoc.)	Call	
for	 more	 details!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	1-844-808-7532

DISH	 Network.	 $59.99	 for	 190	
Channels!	 Blazing	 Fast	 Internet,	
$19.99/mo.	(where	available.)	Switch	
&	 Get	 a	 FREE	 $100	Visa	 Gift	 Card.	
FREE	Voice	Remote.	FREE	HD	DVR.	
FREE	 Streaming	 on	 ALL	 Devices.	
Call	today!	1-855-984-8961

Services
Natures	 Friend	 Beautifying	 Co.	

Property/rental	 cleanup,	 restoration,	
tree	work,	blackberry	&	ivy	destruction,	
pressure	 washing,	 Int/ext.	 painting,	
furniture	refurbishing.	Free	appliance	
removal.	 Call	 Scottish	 541-913-8477.	
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Got	a	 hole	 in	 your	 wall?	 Give	me	
a	call!	The	Wall	Doctor	-	Serving	the	
McKenzie	 River	 area.	 541-735-2317.	
p-s15-n3

Standby Generator
Prepare	 for	 power	 outages	 today	

with	a	GENERAC	home	standby	gen-
erator.	$0	Money	Down	+	Low	Month-
ly	Payment	Options.	Request	a	FREE	
Quote.	Call	now	before	the	next	power	
outage:	1-833-306-2843

TV
DIRECTV	 NOW.	 No	 Satellite	

Needed.	 $40/month.	 65	 	 Channels.	
Stream	Breaking	News,	Live	Events,	
Sports	 &	 On	 Demand	 Titles.	 No	
Annual	 Contract.	 No	 Commitment.	
CALL	1-855-690-3970

Directv	Stream	 -	The	Best	of	Live	
&	 On-Demand	 On	 All	 Your	 Favorite	
Screens.	 CHOICE	 Package,	 $84.99/

By Kwame Dawes
Eric Pankey, in his poem,  “In 

Such a Way That”, participates 
in one of the rituals practiced 
by poets the world over — the 
marking of the changing seasons. 
The transitions from winter to 
spring, from rainy season to dry 
season, from monsoon to autumn 
and from harmattan to spring, 
are announced with poems rich 
with intimations of beginnings 
and endings. This poem borrows, 
with subtlety, from the biblical 
canticles and psalms associated 
with the vespers, invoking 
gratitude and confession in a space 
where contradictions and  “double 
assignments” (entanglements and 
lodgings, shelters and staging 
grounds) abound. In the end, there 
is some comfort, for Pankey, in 
the changing seasons and in these 
remembered prayers. 

In Such a Way That
By Eric Pankey

American Life
in Poetry

Winter ends with a miscellany’s 
logic: a leaden horizon,

A narrow but unbridgeable 
distance.

Stolen moments are exchanged 
for isolated hours,

Elaborate entanglements, a 
lodging.

One’s suitable room fulfills a 
double assignment

As a stage and shelter. The 
heady pollen of stargazer lilies

Covers the bureaus, the desktop, 
and end tables.

Beyond the window, the sacred 
mountain

Is depleted of snow. On a 
frequency

At the far end of the dial, one 
can hear

Vespers, and recall the little 
Latin one learned long ago,

Knowing even then it would 
come in handy

We do not accept unsolicited 
manuscripts. American Life 
in Poetry is made possible by 
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher 
of Poetry magazine. It is also 
supported by the Department 
of English at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem 
copyright ©2020 by Eric Pankey, 
“In Such a Way That” from The 
Georgia Review, Winter 2020. 
Poem reprinted by permission 
of the author and the publisher. 
Introduction copyright ©2022 
by The Poetry Foundation. The 
introduction’s author, Kwame 
Dawes, is George W. Holmes 
Professor of English and Glenna 
Luschei Editor of Prairie Schooner 
at the University of Nebraska.

mo	 for	 12months.	 Stream	 on	 20	
devices	 at	 once	 in	 your	 home.	 HBO	
Max	 FREE	 for	 1	 yr	 (w/CHOICE	
Package	 or	 higher.)	 Call	 for	 more	
details	 today!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	IVS	1-877-649-5547

A bottle of merlot, a CD, and a 
note may well be just part of your 
ex-boyfriend’s modus operandi. 
He does it by rote. It doesn’t mean 
anything. What has meaning is the 
way he is treating you.

Pursuing him makes you vulner-
able, and opens the possibility he 
might try to use you for his own 
ends. He’s a player. Don’t play 
unless you want to be hurt.

Wayne
No Shortcut

My daughter is the single 
mother of two children. I know 
this sounds harsh, but it has gotten 
to the point where her father and I 
are estranged from her. Basically 
we want a “divorce” from her 
and would like visitation with our 
grandchildren. Is this possible?

Betty
Betty, focus on your daughter, 

not on your grandchildren. Your 
relationship to those kids is 
through her. If someone tried to 
circumvent you to get to your 
children, imagine how you would 
react. 

If there is a way to help your 
daughter, or even placate her, that 
is more likely to be productive than 
legal remedies. Getting between 
a mother bear and her cubs can 
raise the amount of discord to a 
level beyond what you can now 
imagine. 

There’s one major problem with 
giving grandparents legal access 
to their grandchildren. People 
who inflicted verbal, physical, and 

sexual abuse on their children are 
then given access to inflict trauma 
on yet another generation.

Wayne & Tamara

Wayne & Tamara are also the 
authors of Cheating in a Nutshell, 
What Infidelity Does to the Victim, 
available from Amazon, Apple and 
most booksellers.

May 5 - On May 5, 1945 the 
Reverend Archie Mitchell, his 
wife Elsie and five children from 
the small town of Bly were on an 
outing near Gearhart Mountain. 
Archie was getting the picnic 
from the car while Elsie and the 
children walked into the woods. A 
moment later there was a terrific 
explosion. Elsie and the five 

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

PUBLIC NOTICE

children, ranging in age from 11 
to 14, were killed by a Japanese 
balloon bomb. The balloon was 
filled with hydrogen gas and 
was one of 9,000 such balloons 
with bombs attached that Japan 
unleashed during World War Two. 
The bombs were intended to start 
forest fires along the Pacific coast.  
The six who perished near Bly 
were the only known casualties 
inflicted by Japanese attack on the 
U.S. mainland during World War 
Two.

Emergency?  Call 911
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things developed out of Bunets’ 
testimony, though. First, Jack 
Abrahagen — the man arrested 
for beating and knifing McMahon 
— was, as it turned out, more than 
just her friend. He’d been living 
with her for several weeks before 
the fight broke out. She’d been 
smuggling letters to him in jail, 
slipped inside newspapers. And 
the two of them were engaged to 
be married.

Furthermore, she told the 
court, “I think the fight between 
(Abrahagen) and McMahon was 
about some bad words being said 
by McMahon about me.”

Also, after McMahon 
disappeared, Bunets smuggled a 
letter to Abrahagen “stating that 
he need not be afraid now as ‘Mc’ 
had gone away.”

Could it be that Eliza “Boneyard 
Mary” Bunets had something to 
do with McMahon’s drowning 
that night? 

Certainly Bunets had the 
motivation to do the job. She was 
40 years old — an age at which 
a “working girl” in the 1870s 
couldn’t look forward to many 
more years of plying the trade. 
She’d met a man who wanted 
to marry her — to make her a 
“respectable” married woman. 
Now that whole dream was 
being threatened by the prospect 
of attempted-murder charges. If 
Abrahagen were hauled off to the 
penitentiary, it was likely those 
wedding bells would go forever 
unrung. 

The only way that could be 
prevented with absolute certainty, 
would be for McMahan to 
“disappear” before he could 
testify. And it’s not hard to spin 
a not-too-fanciful theory about 
how she might accomplish such 
a thing.

Murdering McMahon:
A theory

Let’s say, theoretically, that she 
sees Mac coming home drunk 
that night, and sees her chance. 
She slips over to his scow with a 
bottle, a smile, and maybe a little 
extra something to put in his drink 
— or maybe she just drinks with 
him and goads him into having 
more than he should, and he passes 
out. It would be the work of a few 
minutes to slip the unconscious 
McMahon into the river to quietly 
drown.

Then she dips his hat in the 
water, plants it on the boat and 
trots up the wharf to the Nelson 
house to fabricate an alibi. “Mac is 
very drunk tonight,” she remarks, 
as if just making chit-chat, and 
then wanders back out again. She 
dawdles outside for two or three 
minutes, then hustles back in. 

“Help!” she shrieks. “Mac fell 
in the water! Help me get him 
out!”

Nelson runs down to the scow 
and, as Boneyard Mary had 
planned (in our hypothetical 
scenario) finds the wet hat.

“Oh good,” Boneyard Mary 
remarks innocently. “He must 
have gotten out.”

The two of them talk it over and 
decide McMahon must have run off 
to Washington Territory to avoid 
testifying against Abrahagen, and 
they all go to bed. Boneyard Mary 
has her witness and her alibi. The 
currents of the river seem likely to 
carry the body out to sea and no 

one will be the wiser. Everything 
is going right according to plan 
… until that pesky meddling kid 
fishes up McMahon’s corpse and 
gets the cops involved.

Could this have been what 
happened that night? Maybe. 
Certainly it would explain why 
there was a wet hat on the scow 
even though McMahon never 
made it back aboard.

But we’ll never really know. 
Because the Coroner ruled the 
death an accident, and that was 
the end of that.

(Sources: Portland Morning 
Oregonian, Feb. 25-26, 1878)

Finn J.D. John teaches New 
Media at Oregon State University 
and is the author of “Wicked 
Portland,” a book about the dark 
side of Oregon’s metropolis in 
the 1890s. He produces a daily 
podcast at ofor.us/p. To contact 
him or suggest a topic: finn@
offbeatoregon.com or 541-357-
2222.

Continued From Page 8

“Boneyard Mary”
Continued From Page 1

Three Sisters Meadow
McKenzie River: All hatchery 

rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp 
at Blue River - are restricted to 
angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Trout Stocking Schedule: Trout 
stocking is underway on many 
lakes and reservoirs throughout 
the state. Releases of 8” to 10” 
hatchery fish last week were: 
McKenzie River above Leaburg 
Dam – 6,166, Leaburg Lake 
– 1,000, Blue River Reservoir – 
1,200, Blue River – 600, and Clear 
Lake – 2,500.

Fish Counts 
April 30, Willamette Falls

Fall Chinook – 1,859
Summer Steelhead – 2,709

Fishing
Report

Has your business made the McKenzie Connection?
Your ads with River Reflections can reach
readers in both the print and online worlds

1,800 people read our print
publication every week*

& 230 more read it digitally
*based on industry readership surveys

Get connected today!
541-822-3358 ° rivref2@gmail.com

assume ownership.  Historically, 
the 16-acre parcel represents the 
east half of an old mill site that 
once included a green-end veneer 
plant, a sawmill, and a large log 
pond.  Seneca Lumber Company 
acquired the land several decades 
ago and dismantled the fore-men-
tioned facilities. In the 90’s, Sen-
eca donated the west half of the 
property to the McKenzie Track 
and Field Committee.  The MCTF 
developed the Aaron and Marie 
Jones Community Track venue, 
an eight-lane certified track venue 
capable of hosting world-class 
events.  Marie Jones later donated 
the funding for the construction 
of the AMJ Building, which fur-
nishes a track storage garage, rest-
rooms, outdoor showers, a conces-
sion stand, a meeting room, and 
office space for the facility.  The 
celebration on Wednesday includ-
ed the presentation of a $20,000 
donation from McKenzie Locals 
Helping Locals to McKenzie Riv-

er Trust.  The donation check was 
presented by MLHL President 
Mary Ellen Wheeler to MRT rep-
resentative Brandi Crawford Fer-
guson and will be used by MRT 
to cover the hard costs related to 
owning and managing the donated 
property.  MLHL utilized funds 
received from the residential log 
and wood fiber sales donated to it 
through the McKenzie Valley re-
covery process and in cooperation 
with Suulutaaq Inc.  The attending 
Community representatives cel-
ebrated the gift of the land, prog-
ress made thus far and soon will 
embrace the process with com-
munity listening sessions.  The 
group also brainstormed ideas for 
renaming the property and agreed, 
enthusiastically, on Three Sisters 
Meadow.  This seemed a very 
appropriate homage to the three 
generous Jones sisters as well as 
to our three outstanding volcanic 
peaks, standing prominently to 
the East. 

by Mohawk’s Aiden O’Dea, who 
jumped 19 ft. 1.75 in. McKenzie’s 
Jamie LeClair took fifth place in 
the Triple Jump at 28 ft. 10 in. and 
the event was won by Mapleton’s 
Joseph Shepard with a mark of 38 
ft. 10 in. Noah Leary of Yoncalla 

won the High Jump, clearing the 
bar at 5 ft. 8 in.

In the Track events, Peek 
tied for sixth in the 100 m. race 
with Alsea’s Parker Crowe, both 
athletes timed in 12.71 sec. and 
that race was won by Aiden O’Dea 
of Mohawk in a time of 11.52 sec. 
Eagle LeClair finished ninth in the 
400 m. race, crossing the finish 
line in 1:09.58 min. Winning the 
400 m. was Logan Grant of North 
Douglas in a time of 55.74 sec. 
LeClair also placed twelfth in the 
200 m. race in time of 28.78 sec. 
Eddyville’s Anthony Guenther 
won that event in 25.65 sec. Viggo 
Beck of Triangle Lake was a dual 

winner for the Lakers, taking both 
the 800 m. in 2:19.00 min. and the 
1500 m. event in 4:38. 00 min. 
Crow’s Colton Nevins with a time 
of 11:35.00 min won the 3000 m. 
race. 

The Eddyville quartet of Payton 
Rockmore, Cameron Jensen, 
Drake Dougherty, and Guenther 
won the 4x100 Relay in a time 
of 49.02 sec., and the 4x400 
Relay was won by the Mohawk 
foursome of Matthew Million, 
Randy Turner, Josh Henshaw, 
and Joseph Sepulveda. Mohawk’s 
winning time was 4:23.00 min.

Continued From Page 2


