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Eugene Water & Electric 
rates still up for review

EUGENE: The price of power 
came up again at the September 
7th virtual meeting of the Eugene 
Water & Electric Board. In a re-
port to the utility, chief financial 
officer Deborah Hart asked com-
missioners to consider switching 
from an annual cost of service 
analysis (COSA) to one covering 
a three-year period.

“The shift from a single year 
to multi-year analysis provides 
management and the board in-
sight into estimated costs for a 
longer period of time that is better 
aligned with the time frame of 
strategic initiatives,” according to 
the report. 

Wondering whether the utility 
could reduce the amount of energy 
it purchases by incentivizing solar 
and weatherization programs was 
board member John Barofsky. 

Adam Rue, the utility’s fis-
cal services supervisor noted 
there are philosophical issues 
for commissioners to consider 
when looking at specifics like 
solar subsidies that go beyond 
discussions related to service 
costs.

General manager Frank Lawton 
agreed, saying that, “Those are 

absolutely policy decisions that we 
want to get to in the next few years 
when it comes to construction 
and how pricing and rates are 
formulated.”

“I want to see as many 
people as possible  invest  in  
solar or alternative energy or 
weatherization,” according  to board 
president Mindy Schlossberg. She 
said she favored reducing energy 
use or finding alternative energy 
sources to cut back on EWEB’s 
carbon footprint.

Cautioning about how the fate 
of the Leaburg hydroelectric plant 
could affect the utility’s bottom line 
was EWEB’s at large commissioner 
John Brown. Decisions about 
whether to repair that facility’s 
canals or decommision the project 
haven’t yet been made. Brown 
also reminded the board they 
would have to consider the costs 
of constructing another potential 
drinking water source as well.

Rue said EWEB’s staff is 
currently looking at, “A three-year 
trajectory that doesn’t include 
those investments.” He said by 
switching to a three-year COSA, 
“It will give us an opportunity 
internally to see how effectively 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, after completing the ini-
tial review of two petitions, says 
listing gray wolves again in the 
western U.S. under the Endan-
gered Species Act may be war-
ranted due to potential increases 
in human-caused mortality under 
new hunting and trapping rules in 
Idaho and Montana approved af-
ter wolves were de-listed.

The decision comes in response 
to emergency petitions from the 
Center for Biological Diversity, 
the Humane Society of the United 
States, Humane Society Legisla-
tive Fund and Sierra Club.

Wolves lost their federal protec-
tions when the Trump administra-
tion finalized a national delisting 
rule in January. Since then, man-
agement of wolves has fallen to 
state wildlife agencies.

“The Service finds that the peti-
tions present substantial, credible 
information indicating that a list-
ing action may be warranted and 
will initiate a comprehensive sta-
tus review of the gray wolf in the 
western U.S.,” said the agency.

“The Service finds the petition-
ers present substantial informa-
tion that potential increases in hu-
man-caused mortality may pose a 
threat to the gray wolf in the west-
ern U.S. The Service also finds 
that new regulatory mechanisms 
in Idaho and Montana may be 
inadequate to address this threat. 
Therefore, the Service finds that 
gray wolves in the western U.S. 
may warrant listing.”

On June 1, 2021, the Service re-
ceived a petition (dated May 26, 
2021) to list the gray wolf North-
ern Rocky Mountain Distinct Pop-
ulation Segment (DPS) or a new 
western U.S. DPS as a threatened 
or endangered species under the 
ESA. The Service received a sec-
ond, similar petition on July 29, 
2021. The Federal Register notice 
will serve as the 90-day finding 
for both petitions.

Under the ESA, a DPS is a 

portion of a species’ or subspe-
cies’ population or range and is 
described geographically instead 
of biologic ally. The first petition 
proposes listing a Northern Rocky 
Mountain DPS consisting of Mon-
tana, Idaho, Wyoming, the eastern 
one-third of Washington and Ore-
gon, and a small portion of north-
central Utah. Both petitions also 
propose some alternative Western 
U.S. DPS to include all, or part, 
of the Northern Rocky Mountain 
DPS states with the addition of 
California, Colorado, Nevada, and 
in one petition, northern Arizona.

Substantial 90-day findings 
require only that the petitioner 
provide information that the pro-
posed action may be warranted. 
The next steps for the Service in-
clude in-depth status reviews and 
analyses using the best available 
science and information to arrive 
at a 12-month finding on whether 
listing is warranted.  If so, listing a 
species is done through a separate 
rulemaking process, with public 
notice and comment.

The 90-day finding can be 
found here.

Numerous Tribal organizations 
are also calling for the emergency 
relisting of gray wolves and for 
the Biden administration to honor 
treaty and trust obligations that re-
quire consultation with the Tribes 
on protection and management of 
gray wolves.

“Given the immediate threat 
facing the gray wolf as the result 
of states enacting anti-wolf poli-
cies that present a real potential 
of decimating wolf populations, 
we write to desperately urge you 
to immediately act upon the emer-
gency petition filed on May 26, 
2021, to relist the gray wolf as en-
dangered or threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA),” 
said a letter from the tribal organi-
zations to the Interior Department. 
“Just as important, we also call on 
you to exercise existing authority 
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USFWS says ESA listing may be warranted

Wolves may gain 
extra protection

Commissioners give Vida
Community Center rebuild a nudge

VIDA: Some paperwork from 
the past that could have held up 
plans to rebuild the Vida McKen-
zie Community Center (VMCC) 
was corrected on Tuesday. At the 
September 21st meeting of the 
Lane County Board of Commis-
sioners approved easements that 
were a win for both sides.

Agreements dating back sev-
eral decades included access to 
drinking water and the placement 
of a restroom. In the 1950’s an 
easement  for  a water  line taking 
water  from  a  spring was to 
granted to the McKenzie River 
Club by Lane County. Not long 
after that, the county developed 
an adjoining park with a parking  
lot  and  a  boat  ramp  to provide  
access  to  the  McKenzie  River. 
That facility included restroom 
facilities located to the north of 
the park.

Following  the  destruction  of  
the  organization’s  building  dur-
ing  the Holiday  Farm  fire,  the  
Vida  McKenzie  Community  
Center, successor  to  the  McKen-
zie  River Club,  had  their  prop-
erty  surveyed  and  the  waterline 
located.

The survey showed that, due to 
a misunderstanding of the loca-
tion of the property line dividing 
the two properties, the county’s 
restroom building had been con-
structed entirely on the VMCC 
property. In addition, the loca-
tion of the water  line  serving  
the  VMCC  didn’t jibe with  the  
original  1950 easement.

Under the agreement adopted 
this week, the VMCC granted 
the county  an  easement  onto  
its  property  that  will  allow  the  
restroom  building  to remain on 
the its  property.  In exchange, the 

2021 Holiday Farm Fire recoverty costs to total $4.27 million

granted the VMCC an easement 
for its well and waterline in a 
manner that does not interfere 
with the use of the park.

Both easements would continue 
in effect until and unless the 
restroom building or waterline 
and well are abandoned.

“The proposed  agreements  
resolve the issue of the County’s 
improperly located structure  
and  will  allow  that  structure to  
remain  in  its  present  location  
without additional cost to the 
County,” according to county 
parks division manager Brett 
Henry. “The easement to be 
granted to the VMCC will allow 
for its continued use of its well 
and for its buried water line, which 
does not detract from  use  of  the  
Park  property,  and  supports  the  
community  through  the  VMCC 
nonprofit organization.”

Agreement ends confusing easement provisions

we’re tracking with a longer tern, 
more detailed view.”

Updating the board on 
EWEB’s McKenzie Watershed 
and Restoration Plan was that 
program’s manager, Karl Mor-
genstern. He outlined a three-
phase approach for 2022 - 2023 
that was designed to protect the 
metro area’s drinking water.

A water user’s surcharge is 
generating the $2.15 million the 
utility will spend on what it calls 
risk-based actions scheduled for 
next year. Activities in this part 
of the program are focused on 
properties in and around severely 
burned areas affected by the 
Holiday Farm Fire.

EWEB plans to work with 
the Northwest Youth Corps and 
contractors to deal with erosion 
issues, fuel loads, invasive weed 
problems and revegetation. In 
addition, the utility is offering up 
to $7,000 in grants to encourage 
people to rebuild their homes in 
areas outside riparian zones or in 
the floodplain.

EWEB is also open to purchasing 
lands from people who don’t plan 
to rebuild. Morgenstern said these 

Fire recovery costs - Page 2
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Ridin’ the Rapids

By Ken Engelman

WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date High Low Rain Releases

9/14 85 46 0 750 cfs
9/15 76 52 0 750 cfs
9/16 79 41 0 740 cfs
9/17 80 43 0 700 cfs
9/18 64 51 2.74 700 cfs
9/19 54 49 1.84 700 cfs
9/20 71 48 0 690 cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date High Low Rain Riverflow

9/14 79 45 0 2,100 cfs
9/15 83 51 0 2,110 cfs
9/16 77 30 0 2,040 cfs
9/17 75 37 0 2,000 cfs
9/18 81 36 1.015 2,150 cfs
9/19 62 36 2.15 3,460 cfs
9/20 63 35 0.03 2,590 cfs

McKenzie Valley
Sunny

0% chance precip
High: 86 Low: 51

McKenzie Valley
Sunny

0% chance precip
High: 82 Low: 49

Santiam Pass
Mostly Sunny

0% chance precip
High: 73 Low: 44

McKenzie Valley
Mostly Sunny

10% chance precip
High: 79 Low: 50

Santiam Pass
Mostly Sunny

0% chance precip
High: 71 Low: 43

Friday 9/24 Saturday 9/25 Sunday 9/26

Santiam Pass
Sunny

0% chance precip
High: 76 Low - 44

Continued From Page 1

Beavers could build habitat 
for threatened species

Beavers are often translocated 
to restore populations in areas, re-
duce their conflicts with humans 
and to take advantage of their 
ability to improve ecosystems.

However, few studies have 
accessed the impacts of dispers-
ing beavers, making it difficult 
to determine best practices for 
translocations. A new study from 
scientists at Oregon State Univer-
sity and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Wildlife 
Research Center begins to change 
that.

The scientists, who collected 
genetic samples from almost 300 
beavers in the Coast Range of 
western Oregon, sought to under-
stand whether landscape features, 
such as slope and distance to wa-
ter, influenced gene flow among 
beavers.

They detected relatively strong 
genetic differentiation of beavers, 
which they believe is shaped by 
watershed boundaries and past 
relocations of the rodents. This 
led them to recommend that relo-
cation efforts of beavers in topo-
graphically complex landscapes, 

like the Coast Range, occur within 
watersheds when possible.

“We wanted to see if there were 
things that are limiting beaver dis-
persal in western Oregon, whether 
they are not able to disperse be-
cause of geography or some phys-
ical limits,” said Jimmy Taylor, 
a research wildlife biologist with 
the U.S.D.A’s National Wildlife 
Research Center in Corvallis and 
a courtesy faculty member at Or-
egon State. “Our findings indicate 
that doesn’t seem to be the case. 
They seem to be moving freely 
within watersheds, with at least 
occasional movements between 
watersheds.”

The overharvest of beavers dur-
ing the 16th to 19th centuries in 
North America is well document-
ed. This legacy, however, some-
times overshadows the restoration 
of beaver populations throughout 
North America in the 20th cen-
tury.

Spurred by the population resto-
ration, there has been growing in-
terest in the western United States 
in using beavers for stream res-
toration projects that can restore 

floodplain connectivity, improve 
grazing opportunities for live-
stock, mitigate increasing aridity 
and provide habitat for threatened 
species, such as Oregon Coast 
coho salmon.

In the recently published pa-
per, the researchers focused on 
beavers in the Coast Range of 
Oregon, a region characterized by 
multiple watersheds, dense forests 
and steep hillside slopes.

The team reviewed the limited 
scientific literature and historical 
documents about beavers in the 
region and concluded not much 
is known about beaver history 
or ecology in the area. They did, 
however, find records showing 
more than 700 beavers were re-
leased in the area between 1939 
and 1951 by the state to provide 
optimal distribution of the spe-
cies.

“Beavers are a really storied 
part of this landscape and they 
are an iconic species for Oregon,” 
said Clint Epps, a wildlife biolo-
gist at Oregon State and co-au-
thor of the paper. “For me, it was 
kind of a mystery of how beavers 
have persisted in this Coast Range 
landscape. How much of that was 
influenced by translocation? How 
much of it was just beavers per-
sisting on their own? I can’t say 
we directly tested this. But from 
looking at the translocation re-
cords and the genetic structure it 
looks to me like they hung on in 
this landscape.”

The researchers collected ge-
netic samples from 292 beavers 
from 12 counties along the Oregon 
Coast. They live-trapped 232. The 
remainder were either road kill or 
supplied by trappers.

They then mapped records of 
beaver translocations during the 
20th century to consider the effect 
of those movements on the genet-
ic structure of beavers.

They concluded that slope and 
distance to water did not strongly 
limit dispersal and gene flow by 
beavers in this system, but that 
dispersal is more common within 
watersheds, as opposed to be-
tween watersheds.

“This is a native species” Tay-
lor said. “I’m pleased we see gene 
flow. This is an animal that’s well 
established and dispersing in its 
native ecosystem.”

Taylor is also hopeful that this 
research will lead to a greater ap-
preciation of beavers in the Coast 
Range, where they are not as vis-
ible because they don’t tend to 
build dams or lodges in that land-
scape.

“There are a lot of beavers on 
the landscape but people don’t 
know that because they don’t see 
the classic signs that they learned 
in children’s books,” he said. 
“Part of what I’m trying to do 
is politely, respectfully educate 
people that there are a lot more on 
the landscape out there, and they 

are not all providing the cascad-
ing series of dams that people are 
looking for, but they still contrib-
ute to ecosystem services.”

Other authors of the paper 
are Vanessa Petro, a senior fac-
ulty research assistant in Oregon 
State’s College of Forestry, who 
did most of the trapping; Rachel 
Crowhurst, a senior faculty re-
search assistant in Oregon State’s 
College of Agricultural Sciences, 
who did the genetic analysis; 
Tyler Creech, who worked with 
Epps at Oregon State and is now 
at the Center for Large Land-
scape Conservation in Bozeman, 
Montana; and Matthew Weldy, a 
Ph.D. student in the Department 
of Forestry, Ecosystems, and So-
ciety at Oregon State.

Growing up, my older broth-
er, Frank, reminded me of Dick 
Tracy. No, he didn’t have a wrist-
watch phone but he was the only 
teenager I knew of in the Sixties 
who could play records in his 
‘57 Chevy as he drove down the 
road.

There were other indicators that 
previewed he’d go on to pursue 
a career in electronics. Sneaking 
into his basement workshop 
allowed me to twist knobs on his 
oscilloscope without knowing 
anything about what the squiggles 
on the screen meant. I also found 
the “secret” telephone he’d wired 
inside his bedroom closet so he 
could call girls without the family 
listening in.

As the years went by went he 
was employed to work on software 
design and programming, winding 

up his career at Intel testing new 
products for homeowners and 
seniors.

He stuck to that mindset after 
retiring in 2011, and he sometimes 
sends me examples of the fruits 
of the work he’s continued to 
do on his own. One is a faucet 
that lights up when entering the 
bathroom and turns on without 
dirty hands touching it. His other 
projects range from detectors that 
can prevent flooding in laundry 
rooms or fires on cookstoves when 
burners aren’t turned off. 

The interesting thing about his 
approach is that rather just testing 
and commenting on commercial 
products he’s been adding other 
features, like an audible reminder 
when a toilet seat is left up, as well 
as developing much simpler ways 
to operate thermostats.

Finally, he’s been sharing his 
reviews and do-it-yourself tips 
an online format called, “Tech-
enhanced life for seniors,” that 
I’ve recently added to our website. 
If you’d like to take a look, go to: 
shorturl.at/opIS3 and scroll down.

would include property owners 
who, “See an opportunity to give 
towards conservation.” Once a 
sale was completed, EWEB would 
remove the burned homes, along 
with septic systems and driveways 
before restoring the area.

Other work for the upcoming 
year centers around restoring 
ground in floodplains and along 
the streambanks of tributaries 
feeding the McKenzie River.

Morgenstern said placing logs 
and other large sections of wood 
in a waterway acts so well, that, 
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“We’re now calling it ‘catcher 
meds,’” because it effectively 
slows flows to the point where 
sediment settles out.

The proposed 2022 - 2023 
Restoration budget totals 
$4,275,000 and is split between 
the restoration and resiliency 
projects. 

In addition to restoring the 
scorched landscape, Morgenstern 
said, “The floodplain projects 
work as a good firebreak. The trees 
and vegetation take up nutrients 
and create shade,” he added.



Sept. 13: 19:23: 38000 block, 
Kickbusch Ln. Public Assist. 
Lifting Assistance.

Sept. 14: 13:34: 39000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Grass Fire. Fire 
Extinguished Prior To Arrival.

19:20: 86000 blk, Cedar Flat 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

Sept. 15: 9:47: 6600 blk, 
Thurston Rd. Medical, Trauma. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

12:49: McK. Hwy./Milepost 12. 
Police Assist. Cancelled by OSP.

Sept. 16: 10:29: 38000 blk, MJ 
Chase Rd. Public Assist. Lifting 
Assistance.

14:43: 35000 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. Public Assist. Assist with 
Lockout, Cancelled En Route.
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Sept. 15: 12:34: Police Officer 
Hold – Hwy. 126E, Milepost 
10. Several passing motorists 
reported a woman was walking 
in the roadway. The woman was 
contacted and continued to act 
in a disorderly fashion. There 
were clear signs of mental health 
concerns. The female was placed 
under arrest for disorderly conduct 
and continued to resist being taken 
into custody. The female was taken 
into custody and transported to 
University District Hospital and 
lodged on a police officer hold. 
The female was issued a citation 
and released to the hospital for 
Disorderly Conduct and Resisting 
Arrest. Involved: 58-year-old 
female from Springfield.

Sept. 19: 00:52: Hit & Run 
– 87000 block, Cedar Flat Rd. 
Dispatched to a single vehicle 
crash where a vehicle had gone 
through a fence. The homeowner 
tracked the vehicle down to Hwy. 
126E & Thurston Rd. where he 
saw the silver Kia and took a 
picture of the license plate and 
spoke briefly with the driver 
before leaving. Responded to 
the homeowner’s residence, took 
pictures of the damaged fence. 
Unable to locate the driver at the 
residence listed for the vehicle. 

State Police
Report

Sept. 13: 15:26: Medical 
– 54000 block, McK. River Dr. 
Female, Conscious, Breathing.

Sept. 16: 16:19: Check for 
Smoke – 59000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Caller advises there is smoke at 
Olallie Campground.

Sept. 18: 16:56: Medical 
– 56000 blk, McK. Hwy. Male, 
Conscious, Breathing.

From November 13, 1992 edition of McKenzie River Reflections

...saving stories 
from the rising

tide of time.

To download fully functioning 8-page digital files, 
with accessible text and images go to: alturl.com/
5462h

Sheriff’s
Report

Sept. 12: 12:17 p.m: Vicious 
Animal - 88100 block, Tiki Ln. 
Caller reported that two unleashed 
dogs charge every time the caller 
walks by. The dogs are described 
as a Chihuahua and Terrier mix.

Sept. 13: 11:13 a.m: Suspi-
cious Vehicle - 45200 blk, Good-
pasture Rd. Caller advised that a 
silver/gray van was parked in the 
area. Worried that the van might 
be associated with thefts in the 
area.

1:18 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
92800 blk, Fir Ridge Rd.

1:33 p.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 42800 blk, McK. Hwy.

3:15 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 
- 8900 blk, Thurston Rd.

4:08 p.m: Lost Subject - 
Tamolitch Falls. 24-year-old fe-
male hiker was separated from 
her party. Call was transferred to 
Linn Co. Sheriff’s Office.

5:04 a.m: Prowler - 37200 blk, 
Tree Farm Rd.

6:31 p.m: Burglary - 39700 
blk, Wendling Rd.

7:50 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
92000 blk, Maple Ln.

Sept. 14: 1:55 p.m: Theft - 
94400 blk, Marcola Rd.

2:26 p.m: Reckless Driving - 
Marcola Rd. & Camp Creek Rd.

3:09 p.m: Criminal Mischief - 
92200 blk, Murdoch St. A caller 
reported that their neighbor has 
been throwing dead fish over the 
fence into the caller’s yard.

Sept. 14: 6:39 a.m: Audible 
Alarm - 90600 blk, Nadeau Rd.

8:15 a.m: Traffic Hazard - 
40300 blk, Deerhorn Rd.

11:25 a.m: Unlawful Entry Mo-
tor Vehicle - 38400 blk, Shotgun 
Creek Rd.

3:09 p.m: Criminal Mischief - 
92200 blk, Murdoch St.

6:53 p.m: Speeding Vehicle - 
88300 blk, Millican Rd.

7:37 p.m: Vicious Animal - 
39000 blk, Bryant Ln.

Sept. 15: 1:06 p.m: Unlawful 
Use of Vehicle – Marcola Rd. Mi-
lepost 6.

1:55 p.m: Theft - 94400 blk, 
Marcola Rd. Caller reported that 
someone unknown to them stole 
the catalytic converter from the 
caller’s vehicle.

2:18 p.m: Unlawful Entry Motor 
Vehicle - Bigelow Hot Springs.

2:26 p.m: Reckless Driving - 
Marcola Rd. & Camp Creek Rd. 
A silver CRV bearing OR Plate 
#YVJ779 was observed driving 
under the speed limit and was un-
able to stay in its lane.

2:33 p.m: Stalking Order Serv-
ice - 87000 blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

7:13 p.m: Injured Animal - 
37900 blk, Shenandoah Lp.

9:20 p.m: Vehicle Stop - Mar-
cola Rd. & Camp Creek Rd.

Sept. 16: 1:24 p.m: Assist, 
Follow Up - 51600 blk, McK. 
Hwy.

2:31 p.m: Assist Public - 35500 
blk, Camp Creek Rd.

2:38 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 
– Mill Creek Rd. & McK. River 
Dr.

2:47 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle – 
McK. Airfield. Deputies checked 
on a vehicle that had been parked 
at the McKenzie Airfield.2:54 
p.m: Criminal Mischief - 92100 
blk, Marcola Rd.

2:59 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle – 
Terwilliger Hot Springs. Deputies 
checked on a vehicle at the 
Terwilliger Hot Springs.

5:59 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
41900 blk, Deerhorn Rd.

6:07 p.m: Animal Complaint - 
91600 blk, Alma Dr.

7:09 a.m: Civil Service - 3700 
blk, Parsons Creek Rd.

Sept. 17: 6:58 a.m: Injured 
Animal - Marcola Rd. & Donna 
Rd.

7:20: a.m: Reckless Driving - 
Marcola Rd. Mp. 2.

3:22 p.m: Welfare Check - 
91900 blk, Taylor Rd.

4:47 p.m: Vandalism, Criminal 
Mischief – Hwy. 242 & Hwy. 
126. Caller advised that someone 
damaged the car carrier on top of 
their vehicle.

Send your name, address
& number for the

McKenzie River Reflections
59059 Old McKenzie Hwy
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We have over 30 years experience specializing in  McKenzie  Real  Estate.  
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance 
with all your real estate needs.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer at

Windermere Real Estate since 2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

* based on Winderemere’s annual Top Producers List
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Before Herb Collins retired, 
he owned a pawnshop up in the 
city. A successful pawnshop. And 
one of the ways he likes to repay 
society for his good fortune is to 
speak to the fifth graders at our 
local elementary school during 
Career Week.

And that’s why he was here 
again this year, attempting to 
springboard any number of ten-
year-olds into the glories of buying 
low and selling high.

But this year there was a 
difference. Some of the kids were 
looking over at Jimmy Thomas 
and Elise Jamison and couldn’t 
control their giggles. Jimmy and 
Elise, however, tried to look very 
sober and businesslike.

When Herb got close to the end 
of his time in front of the class, 
he asked, as he does each year, if 
there were any questions.

Jimmy and Elise raised their 
hands. Herb pointed to Elise.

“Mr. Collins,” she said, “in 
these days of insecurity in the 
market place, how would the 
use of debentures stack up as an 
alternative to trade?”

Herb stammered. “Well, I’m not 
real sure about that, young lady. I’ll 
have to get back to you on that.”

He saw Jimmy’s hand in the air. 
“Yes,” he said, pointing at him.

“Mr. Collins,” Jimmy said, 
“wouldn’t the use of unsecured 
bonds be counterintuitive to the 
agreement we currently share 
with other members of the World 
Bank?”

“Uh …”
Herb looked at his watch 

and excused himself to keep an 
appointment he didn’t realize he 
had until he needed it.

The kids cracked up. So did the 
teacher. “Okay,” she said, “good 
job you two. How did you guys 
come to ask those questions?”

“Doc wrote ‘em down for us,” 
Jimmy said.

-----------
Brought to you by Home 

Country (the book), published 
by Rio Grande Press. www.
riograndepress.com.

By Slim Randles

By Finn J.D. John
In the last few months of 1882, a 

group of prominent Prineville-area 
stockmen were leading a double 
life: Ranchers by day, and masked 
outlaw riders by night. They called 
themselves The Vigilantes.

The Vigilantes, as you’ll likely 
recall from last week’s article, had 
formed out of a posse that was 
assembled to arrest a murderer. 
They brought him in, but the next 
morning, the posse members broke 
into the deputy sheriff’s room, 
gunned down the murderer, and 
lynched his hired hand. 

The Vigilantes had, in those early 
days, at least some community 
support. Before they’d formed, law 
enforcement in the Prineville area 
had been very light, and by several 
accounts worse than useless. The 
Vigilantes may have been scary, 
but they did bring something 
approximating law and order to 
the area — at least, at first.

And that’s probably why, 
when the governor created Crook 
County in January 1883, the 
county officers and court officials 
he appointed were nearly all drawn 
from the ranks of the Vigilantes. 
(The idea was, the officials would 
be appointed by the governor, and 
then run for their offices in the 
next election year — 1884.)

Vigilantes lose popularity
But the Vigilantes’ popularity 

didn’t last long. It’s hard to see 
how it possibly could have. They 
were a gang of masked riders on 
“borrowed” horses dispensing 
summary justice by stealth and by 
night, and keeping the town in line 
by delivering death threats signed 
with a skull and crossbones. 
Nothing scary there, right?

When several of the Vigilantes 
lynched a young horse jockey 
just a few days after he double-
crossed them by not “throwing” 
a race they’d bet on, Prineville 
residents got the message loud and 
clear: The Vigilantes weren’t the 
solution; they were the problem. 

They were accountable to nobody, 
and they were out of control. 

Blamed for every murder
Oddly enough, this was a big 

problem for the Vigilantes too. 
The Vigilantes always claimed 
their goal was to be part of a 
solution to the frontier lawlessness 
of the early ‘80s, and for most of 
them, there’s no reason to doubt 
their sincerity. But now they 
were getting blamed for every bit 
of lawlessness that happened in 
Crook County, including several 
murders that may have been 
completely unrelated to their 
gang’s activities.

One of these was a rancher 
who was found shot in the head, 
around the same time another 
rancher vanished without a trace. 
Both ranchers had made critical 
comments about the Vigilantes in 
public, so most residents assumed 
these were revenge killings. But 
nobody really knew.

Then, a few months later, 
there was an argument between 
two young men in a Prineville 
saloon. One of them, 17-year-old 
“Mossy” Barnes, pulled a gun on 
the other, who was unarmed, and 
shot him in the chest. Before he 
died, the victim told Jim Blakely 
he’d recognized the gun “Mossy” 
used to shoot him as belonging to 

Vigilante honcho Colonel William 
“Bud” Thompson. 

Thompson denied this, but 
didn’t do himself any favors 
when, several months later, he 
gunned down the murdered man’s 
brother in another saloon. Blakely, 
who claims he was there, says 
Thompson walked up behind him 
and shot him in the back of the 
neck, execution-style. Thompson, 
in his memoirs, says he shot the 
man in an Old West-style gunfight 
after the victim tried to draw on 
him.

Crook County officials 
investigated, but the grand jury 
declined to indict; Blakely blames 
this on the presence of so many 
Vigilantes in county office. The 
widow sued in civil court and won 
a $3,600 judgment, though.

The “Moonshiners” form up
After this incident, two things 

happened: First, Blakely got 
together with two other Prineville 
residents — John Combs and Sam 
Smith — to form the nucleus of 
an anti-Vigilante “gang” called 
the Citizens Protective Union, 
which became better known as the 
“Moonshiners.”

The Moonshiners made a point of 
never wearing masks or operating 
in secret. They called themselves 
“Moonshiners” because they 
stood watch on moonlit nights, 
making sure there were no masked 
riders galloping around delivering 
letters or bullets.

The second thing that happened 
was, Thompson left town; perhaps 
he saw the writing on the wall. He 
moved to Alturas, Calif., where 
he ran the town newspaper and 
got involved in another round of 
vigilante activity that resulted in 
several lynchings there.

Saber-rattling
Back in Prineville, though, 

things were reaching the boiling 
point. The stockmen’s association 
that the Vigilantes all belonged 
to had a meeting and, essentially, 
marked out Blakely as their next 
hit. They also boasted that it was 

Join Rick & Kathy Dancer 
as they introduce you to The 
Backstories of the Pacific 
Northwest”
The people, the places, the 
food, the recreation and the 

Explore PNW Backstories

heart and soul of rural Oregon.

Where To Watch
Facebook @Exploregonbackstores

Instagram pnw_backstories 
Youtube  PNW Backstories 

Email: Rick@rickdancer.com
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541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com

centurytrees@yahoo.com

Century Trees, Inc.
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Citizens of Prineville finally challenged, 
defeated Vigilantes without a shot

Ralph Lee/ Portland Morning Oregonian, 1939
The Citizens’ Protective Union, 75 strong, waited in the street in front of 
Til Glaze’s saloon as their leader, Jim Blakely, challenged the Vigilantes 
to come out. They didn’t, and after that day, the Crook County Vigilantes 
never rode again.

Citizens od Prineville - Page 
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SQUASH, AN AUTUMN 
FAVORITE

Squash, in its many shapes and 
varieties, makes a hit in the fall...
for eating and decoration. This 
hard tough covered vegetable will 
save into the winter when stored 
in a dark, dry place.

This vegetable comes in many 
types. Among them are: Hubbard, 
acorn (the traditional dark green), 
white acorn, gold acorn, table 
ace, butternut, bush, sugar loaf, 
buttercup, sugar, and turban.

Decorative Ideas for Squash
In addition to providing food for 

fall and winter, squash with hard 
shells provide decorative accents, 
both indoors and out. 

* Place near your doorway, 
around a display of dried corn 
stalks, perhaps with pumpkins 
and gourds, too.

* Arrange squash and winter 
vegetables in a bowl on a 
sideboard, dining or kitchen 
table.

* Simply arrayed throughout the 
house wherever a colorful accent 
is needed, they look nice.

* Also displayed in a crock or 
basket in a front hallway they add 
color..

* Place in gift baskets with other 
fall fruit and vegetables.

Recipes
As mentioned, you can prepare 

squash in a great variety of ways 
- soup, casseroles, desserts, and 
breads. 

MASHED SQUASH - Simply 
cooked (boiled or baked), scooped 
out and mashed, served with butter 
and a dash of cinnamon, makes an 
easy to prepare vegetable dish.

SQUASH PIE - Substitute 

cooked, mashed winter squash for 
the pumpkin in a recipe. It’s tasty. 
I usually can’t tell the difference, 
but some people claim they can. 

BAKED ACORN SQUASH 
with APPLE FILLING - Wash 
2 acorn squash, cut into halves 
lengthwise; scoop out the seeds 
and fiber. Place in a baking pan 
with the cut side down. Add 1/2 
inch boiling water. Bake at 400 
degrees F. for about 20 minutes. 

Using 3 tart apples, peel, core 
and dice them. Mix with 2- 3 
tablespoons melted butter and 2 
- 3 tablespoons maple syrup or 
honey. 

Take squash from oven, and turn 
cut side up. Brush with melted 
butter. Fill squash with apple 
mixture. Cover the pan with foil, 
and then continue baking at 400 
degrees F. for 30 minutes, or until 
the apples and squash are tender.

ACORN SQUASH 
VARIATION - Many people 
serve the squash plain. Turn 
them right side up and sprinkle 
with cinnamon, possibly a little 
sugar, and a dab of butter. Finish 
baking until tender. You also can 
substitute maple syrup or honey 
for the sugar.

MORE VARIATIONS - Some 
cooks make bread stuffing, like 
that used for turkey, chicken or 
pork and fill the squash with it 
instead of apples. You also can add 
cranberries to the apples (recipe 
above) or to the bread stuffing. 
In the South, cooks might use 
cornbread stuffing.

(c) Mary Emma Allen
 
(Mary Emma Allen writes from 

her NH home. E-mail: me.allen@
juno.com)

Clematis climb into
a special place
in the garden

As they climb up trellises and 
trees unfurling large, lusciously 
colored flowers, clematis put on a 
special show in the garden.

These garden favorites need a 
little special handling at the start 
but once established clematis 
(clem-ah-tis or cla-mat-is) grow 
and flower year after year.

Clematis vines have three main 
requirements to thrive – sunlight 
on their stems and leaves; cool 
and moist but not wet roots; and 
support for climbing, according to 
Oregon State University Extension 
Service experts.

To provide ample sunlight, plant 
the vine where it will get at least 
six hours of daylight. Filtered 
shade during the hottest part of 
summer will help keep dark-
colored blooms from fading. For 
a cool root zone, use mulch or 
organic compost, or plant low-
growing shrubs or perennials that 
will shade the base of the vine. For 
support use a fence, trellis, small 
tree, tall shrub or another vine, 
such as climbing rose or wisteria.

The diversity of clematis is 
stunning. There are evergreen and 
deciduous. Some have large purple, 
white or pink blossoms; others are 
small, creamy and fragrant; others 
have yellow or cerulean blue bell 
shaped flowers. Bloom time varies 
from once-bloomers in spring or 
summer, twice bloomers in spring 
and fall, or only in fall.

Deciduous clematis are hardy 
in all Oregon climates. Evergreen 
varieties like sweet-smelling, 
winter-blooming Clematis 

armandii, are more sensitive to the 
cold and perform best in western 
valleys and the coast.

When planting clematis, give 
roots plenty of room: Dig a large 
hole, 2 feet deep and nearly as 
wide. If the soil is very heavy or 
has lots of clay, add fine bark, 
manure, compost and/or peat 
moss. The more organic matter, 
the better. Add lime if the soil is 
acidic.

If your garden tends toward clay, 
rough up the sides of the planting 
hole to prevent “glazing,” which 
can keep the roots from growing 
beyond the smooth sides of the 
planting hole into the surrounding 
soil. The roughing up can also keep 
water from pooling in the planting 
hole during the wet season.

Set the plant in the hole with the 
crown two to three inches below 
the soil surface. Stake the vine 
until it has grown enough to reach 
its permanent support. A new 
clematis should be well-watered, 
but not overfed. Once established, 

it will respond well to rose or 
tomato food, or any fertilizer in 
the range of 5-10-5 or 5-10-10 or 
good compost or chicken manure. 
Feed three times a year in spring, 
summer and fall.

As clematis like to keep its feet 
cool, insulate the root zone of 
your clematis with a thick mulch 
of straw, leaves or bark. Or plant 
a low-growing perennial or place 
a rock on the south side of your 
clematis to help keep the root area 
shaded.

Pinch out the tips of new shoots 
once or twice during the first 
growing season to encourage 
branching near the base of the 
vine.

Most clematis will perform 
better with an annual pruning. 
Those that bloom during summer 
on new wood need heavy pruning 
in winter or early spring, or they 
will look thin and stringy. The 
kinds that bloom in the spring on 
last year’s wood can do without 
pruning, but are better if cut back 
lightly after they have finished 
flowering in the later spring or 
summer.

If given a good start, and a little 
maintenance, your clematis can 
live for a long time.

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny
By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L. C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER
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a

541-741-7907    38491 McK Hwy, Cedar Flat
Inside & Out Dining & To Go   8 am - 2 pm (Closed Wed)

Patsy’s Stage Stop Restaurant

Camping, Fishing, Boating, Hiking, Mountain Biking
We are a Great 1st stop

Gasoline, Camping Supplies,
Firewood, Fishing Tackle, Bait, Cold Beverages, Ice,

Snacks To Go ° Kombucha ° CBD Drinks
MP 20 McKenzie 

River Hwy (541) 896-0500
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541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB #50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
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Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Bridge Christian Church
56334 McKenzie Hwy, McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

9:30 a.m. Sunday school for all ages
11:00 a.m. Worship Service & Nursery

Need a ride? Call 541-822-3289

Living Water Family Fellowship
52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42

Just east of Blue River 541-822-3820
Sunday: 9:30 am - Sunday School for all ages

10:30 am - Worship Service & Children’s Church
 6:00 pm - Bible Studies and Youth

Thurs. 6 pm - Celebrate Recovery (12-Step Program)

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Worship is live-streamed, every Sunday at 10:30 am, on the Facebook page for 
McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church. Comments on Facebook are appreciated! 
You may also contact the church for prayer requests, to request an emailed or 
earth-mailed bulletin, and other information. Phone or send email to Nancy Ash-
ley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986. We look forward to hearing from 
our neighbors, either from a distance, or someday, in person!

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

September 24
Fish Fry

The Vida McKenzie Communi-
ty Center is teaming up with Patsy 
Wilson for a Free-Will Donation 
Fish Fry Fundraiser at Patsy’s 
Stage Stop Restaurant’s back patio 
from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, September 24th. This event is 
designed to raise funds for the re-
building of the Community Cent-
er, destroyed in the Holiday Farm 
Fire. Join friends and neighbors 

for this family friendly event.
September 25

A Dime At A Time

10:00am - 12:00pm. Leaburg 
Store, 42840 McKenzie Hwy. 
Blue River Bottle Boys Collection/
Sorting - Saturday morning 
sorting sessions every Saturday. 
Donations can be dropped off at 
the Leaburg Store and maybe help 
us bag up the containers! Funds 
from plastic, glass, and aluminum 
containers go toward the rebuilding 
of the O’Brien Memorial Library 
in Blue River, McKenzie River 
Clinic, and the Vida McKenzie 
Community Center - all destroyed 
in the Holiday Farm fire.

Oct. 4 - Springfield School 
Board Meeting

7:00pm - 8:30pm. The Board of 
Directors meet on the 2nd and 4th 

Mondays of each month (except 
July). Regular business meetings 
begin at 7 pm on the 2nd Monday 
and work sessions are generally 
held at 4 pm on the 4th Monday of 
the month in the Administration 
Building, 640 A St, Springfield.

October 9 - Leaburg
Food Pantry

11am - 5pm. McKenzie Bible 
Fellowship, 45061 McKen-zie 
Hwy. The Food Pantry is now 
on Saturdays. All are welcome! 
Please send folks!

October 18
McKenzie Fire District Board

12:00pm - 1:00pm. at Leaburg 
Training Center, 42870 McKenzie 
Hwy, in Leaburg. 541-896-3311.

October 20
Upper McK Fire Board

7 - 8:00pm. 5 Upper McKenzie 
Fire District Board of Directors 
monthly meeting. At the fire 
station, 6578 McKenzie Hwy, 
541-822-3479

541-517-0730Big or small We Do it All!

Rock Delivery
Excavation

Fill Dirt
Landscape Supplies

Land Clearing
Forestry & Brush Mulching

CCB# 233925

Committed    to   excellent  
customer  service,  quality 
workmanship, prompt service 
and competitive, affordable 
pricing.

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Contact us today for a
free estimate - 541-688-2787

woodystumpremoval@comcast.net
397 Naismith Blvd Eugene, Or 97404

7:10 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
38900 blk, Upper Camp Creek 
Rd.

7:34 p.m: Threat, Harassment 
- 92200 blk, Carson St. Caller 
reported that they are in the 
process of trying to evict someone 
in their house. Civil in nature.

8:15 p.m: Warrant Service – 
McK. Hwy. & Holden Creek Ln.

11:45 p.m: Traffic Hazard – 
Shotgun Creek Rd. & Dollar Rd.

Sept. 18: 6:58 a.m: Injured 
Animal - Marcola Rd. & Donna 
Rd.

9:09 a.m: Illegal Burn - 46500 
blk, Goodpasture Rd.

10:44 a.m: Vehicle In Ditch - 
88600 blk, Skyhigh Dr.

11:34 a.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, No Injury. Marcola 
Rd. & Shotgun Creek Rd. Single 
vehicle crash: a silver/gray Dodge 
pickup rolled over and at least one 
occupant was trapped inside for a 
short duration of time. Medics and 

Continued From Page 3

Sheriff’s
Report

State Police
Report

Continued From Page 3
Searched the area and found the 
vehicle near Thurston Rd. & 69th 
St. The vehicle was unoccupied, 
blocking the lane of travel, 
heavily damaged with its hazard 
lights on. Vehicle was towed and a 
hold placed on it. Involved: silver/
aluminum Kia, suspect/vehicle 
owner, 22-year-old male.

deputies responded and confirmed 
there were no injuries.

12:08 p.m: Traffic Complaint 
- 38400 blk, Upper Camp Creek 
Rd.

6:28 p.m: Assist, Follow Up - 
51600 blk, Blue River Dr.

6:33 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, No Injury - 37500 blk, 
Camp Creek Rd.

9:00 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle - 
47800 blk, McK. Hwy.

Sept. 19: 12:45 a.m: Hit & 
Run - 87800 blk, Cedar Flat Rd. A 
silver Kia sedan struck the caller’s 
fence. Oregon State Police was the 
primary investigating agency.

7:32 a.m: Tree Down - 90300 
blk, Thomson Ln.

11:46 a.m: Tree Down - 
Sunderman Rd. & Marcola Rd.

2:26 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 7500 blk, Thurston Rd. Caller 
reported a verbal dispute with 
a male that has been living in a 
camper in the driveway. Deputies 
made contact and the parties were 
separated.

2:41 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
45800 blk, McK. Hwy.

4:47 p.m: Assist, follow Up - 
51500 blk, McK. Hwy.

6:02 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 7500 blk, Thurston Rd.

Sept. 20: 5:05 a.m: Panic Alarm 
- 88800 blk, Ruby Ln.

10:05 a.m: Reckless Driving - 
Marcola Rd. & Shadows Dr.

10:27 a.m: Suspicious Vehicle 
- 38800 blk, McK. Hwy.

10:52 a.m: Speeding Vehicle - 
Marcola Rd. Mp. 11.

12:16 p.m: Location of Stolen 
Vehicle - 37200 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd.

2:44 p.m: Assist, Information - 
Camp Creek Rd. & Marcola Rd.

3:35 p.m: Unlawful Entry 
Motor Vehicle - 38400 blk, 
Shotgun Creek Rd. Caller reported 
that their vehicle was broken into 
at the Shotgun Creek park.

5:21 p.m: Injured Animal 
– Hayden Bridge Rd. & Winslow 
Ave.

5:55 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
Camp Creek Rd. & Marcola Rd.

7:18 p.m: Speeding Vehicle - 
87800 blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

9:08 p.m: Theft - 88500 blk, 
East of Eden Rd.

Comments as reported may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County Sher-
iffs Office. 

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Continued From Page 3

Cool September mornings 
signal the annual return to 
school, and as kids climb onto 
buses, migrating birds feast on 
native fruits, like blue elderberry 
(Sambucus nigra ssp. cerulea), 
to power their own annual return 
south.

Blue elderberry is a short-lived, 
deciduous tree with opposite, 
compound leaves that grows up 
to 20 feet. Found throughout the 
western US in moist, sunny sites, 
its expansive root systems help 
stabilize eroding streambanks and 
slopes. Its flat-topped clusters of 
white flowers ripen into powder-
blue berries, favored by migrating 
grosbeaks, tanagers and vireos, 
as well as towhees, grouse and 
quail. 

Blue elderberry has found favor 
with people, too. The flowers, 
combined with peppermint 
leaves, are used as a traditional 
tea for sweating out colds and 
fevers; its berries are popularly 
made into syrup or wine and used 

to prevent influenza infections. 
The plant’s name reflects the 
ancient use of its hollow stems 
to stoke hearth fires: in middle 
English aeld means “fire.”

Blue elderberry resprouts if 
top-killed by fire and the seeds 
germinate best when scarified by 
fire. The new seedlings thrive in 
the nutrient-rich mineral soil and 
increased light that follows fire, 
creating the next generation of 
this lovely tree. 

On the one-year anniversary 
of the Holiday Farm Fire, many 
residents are busy rebuilding 
and repairing their homes and 
lands. Pure Water Partners can 
assist landowners with their 
recovery efforts including na-
tive revegetation, invasive 
removal, erosion control and 
fire fuels reduction. Visit www.
purewaterpartners.org for more 
information.

Blue Elderberry

Sept. 17: 19:07: 38000 blk, 
Kickbusch Ln Public Assist. Lift 
Assistance Provided.

Sept. 18: 9:11: Goodpasture 
Rd./Cascade View Dr, Illegal 
Burning. Extinguished.

14:50: 8000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. Cancelled by 
ESF on scene.

18:42: 37000 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. MVA, Non-injury. Occupants 
gone, vehicle flagged.

Sept. 19: 0:45: McK. Hwy./
Thurston Rd. MVA, Non-injury. 
Vehicle fled scene, scene to OSP.

7:13: 7700 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

14:28: 38000 blk, Hendricks 
Park Rd. Medical, Heart. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

17:37: 41000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, Heart. Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported.

The National Forests of Oregon 
in Region 6 of the USDA Forest 
Service are transitioning their 
firewood program to become a 
free use firewood program to the 
public. People who receive free 
use firewood permits may use 
firewood for cutting, manufactur-
ing, handling, or other process-
ing, but not for resale. Charge 
permits are available for individu-
als who wish to resell firewood. 
The regional minimum rate for 
firewood charge permits remains 
unchanged at $5 per cord.

“We are pleased to be able to 
offer free personal use firewood 
across the National Forests in 
Oregon and Washington,” said 
Regional Forester, Glenn Casa-

massa. “This change will benefit 
people who rely on firewood as 
their primary heat source and will 
allow us to dispose of material 
that otherwise would have a cost 
to burn or remove.”

The following National Forests 
will transition to free use firewood 
beginning October 1, 2021: Wil-
lamette, Mt. Baker Snoqualmie, 
Mt. Hood, Olympic, Rogue-River 
Siskiyou, Siuslaw, and Umpqua.

Free firewood permits are only 
valid during the current firewood 
season for the forest on which 
they were issued. Permits will not 
be available for purchase outside 
of the forest’s firewood season. 
Forest Supervisors will designate 
free use firewood areas on all or 
parts of units that are compatible 
with land management plans and 
will establish the annual limit on 
the number of cords of free use an 
individual may collect. The total 
amount of free use material grant-
ed to an individual in any fiscal 
year cannot exceed $200 in value 
(36 CFR 223.8). Additional free 
use may be granted by District 
Rangers or Forest Supervisors in 
cases of hardship or unusual need. 
Free use of green material may be 
declined where supply is limited, 
or other conditions justify.

Free firewood on National Forests
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Am I Wrong
Not To Trust Again?

My husband of almost seven 
years is an alcoholic. In a one-
year time period he threw me and 
my daughters (his steps) out of 
the house three times. The final 
time was eight months ago. Every 
time we left he would call and go 
on about how much he missed us 
and loved us. Unfortunately, at the 
time he refused to admit he had a 
problem (a fifth of whiskey and 
half a case of beer every night).

When he threw us out the last 
time, I let him know that was it. 
The girls understood and supported 
me in my decision. Since then he 
has gone into rehab and has been 
sober for seven months. He has 
been pushing me to come back 
and making me feel like I’m not 
being fair to him since he is on the 
wagon.

AA has taught him he is not 
responsible for his actions of the 
past seven years. So I am supposed 
to forget it ever happened and 
believe it will never happen again. 
I love him beyond belief, but over 
the past seven years I have lost all 
my respect and trust in him.

The girls miss him very much 
since he is the only real father they 
have ever had. Their biological 
father walked out years ago. They 
want to go back, but I never want 

my kids to be in the position of 
losing their home again.

Am I wrong not to trust again? 
The guilt is tearing me up, but I 
don’t want to let me or the girls 
get hurt again.

Kathy

Kathy, it’s not your guilt that’s 
kicking up, but your intuition. 
Are you wrong not to trust again? 
Of course not. Your gut is telling 
you loud and clear not to repeat 
your previous mistake. Your gut 
is telling you loud and clear that 
someone may be able to climb on 
the wagon, BUT changing their 
basic personality is far harder. And 
in seven months, it is virtually 
impossible.

He is telling you he wasn’t 
responsible for his past actions, 
he is telling you that you need to 
forgive him. Bull! He is running a 
game down on you. I have never 
heard anyone who successfully 
overcame a chemical dependency 
speak like that.

That kind of line comes straight 
from the mouth of a hard drinker 
(whether still drinking or not). That 
kind of line comes straight from 
the mouth of an abuser who will 
subject you and your daughters to 
the same tension and terror as in 
the past. That kind of line comes 
from the mouth of a man capable 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING             CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Coins & Jewelry

Buying US and foreign coins, 
currency, tokens, gold, silver, & jewelry. 
North Star Coin & Jewelry, 612 Main 
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Dental Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-683-0634 www.dental50plus.
com/river #6258

Free
Rocks - landscape boulders & 

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All you can load yourself free - loaded 
& delivered for a small fee. 541-896-
3000 (best time a.m.) FI-j15.nc

Help Wanted
Seeking experienced all around 

handyperson for light maintenance, 
yardwork, irrigation, etc. Services 
needed in McKenzie Bridge, hours 
flexible, on call preferred. Please con-
tact 541-822-6170.

Let’s Get Started!
Overwhelmed with things the kids 

don’t want? Pare down unused items 
for improved well-being & safety. Call 
Patty Starr - Licensed, Bonded & In-
sured. 541-896-1569, 

e z 2 d o w n s i z e @ g m a i l . c o m 
PSyr/1/21.

Life Screening
Stroke and Cardiovascular disease 

are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-844-243-2890

Local Produce
Italian plums for sale. $4/pound, 

5-pound minimum. Chemical free.  U-
Pick or delivered. 541-896-3000 (best 
time, a.m). 

Personal
The Leaburg Sew & So’s will meet 

again on Monday afternoons when 
the McKenzie Fire & Rescue Center 
re-opens for community activities. Call 
Sara at 541-896-3059 for more infor-
mation. 

If you want to drink, that’s your 
business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 
5:00-6:00pm at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from the 
Walterville Shopping Center. N/c-sub 
5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students - Be-

ginners, Intermediate and Advanced 
- all ages. Professional jazz pianist, 
classically trained with years of teach-
ing experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 or 
email; kimberly@liquidsister.com. 
http://www.liquidsister.com SKP-
8/16ruc

Portable Oxygen
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 

May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-980-0385. 
Call 1-877-244-0346

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Sew and So’s meet every 

Monday (except holidays) at the 
McKenzie Fire & Rescue Training 
Center from noon to 4pm. Come join 
us. Call Sara at 541-896-3059 for 
more information. S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Satellite TV
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 

months with CHOICE Package. Watch 

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirchell

your favorite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO 
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-844-808-7532

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-984-8961

Services
MOWING – Retired gentleman 

looking to subsidize income. Have 
zero turn mower with trailer. Also push 
mower with edger. Can mow up to 
an acre depending on terrain. From 
Leaburg Dam to Cedar Flat, Deerhorn 
Road as well. ALSO WELDING – 
Need something welded? weekends, 
emergencies? Call Ron 541-915-9131 
BRSM23-30

Standby Generator
GENERAC Standby Generators 

Not sure why
BUSINESS IS SLOW?

is not just a saying in business.
Advertise today and let your business be in 

sight and in the minds of potential customers

rivref2@gmail.com
541-822-3358

of repeatedly throwing you and 
your daughters out in the street in 
drunken rages.

Kathy, you’re playing Russian 
roulette with your children’s 
lives. They have already gone 
through being abandoned by their 
biological father and escaped from 
a stepfather who throws them out 
in the street. The only person 
who is going to benefit from your 
“guilt,” the only one who is going 
to benefit from this undeserved, 
unproved, and unwarranted 
forgiveness, is the one who was 
abusing you and your girls.

Whatever you feel for him, 
don’t call it love. There is nothing 
called “love” which does not 
include respect and trust. Call it 
dependency, or call it the longing 
to have someone in your life, but 
don’t call it love. If your daughters 
miss him, it is only in the way that 
children choose negative attention 
rather than no attention at all.

You’re the adult in this situation. 
You must make the decision, 
not the children. You have made 
two wrong choices in men. You 
need to understand yourself and 
understand what you are doing 
wrong, so that you can get it right. 
And he needs to take responsibility 
for his actions, and go live his life 
without trying to drink from a 
well he has irreparably polluted.

Wayne & Tamara

write:  Directanswers@
WayneAndTamara.com

provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Pre-
pare now. Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-888-803-1316

Stay-Clean Gutters
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts. Call 1-866-387-0730

THE WALL DOCTOR
Got a hole in your wall? Give me a 

call! Serving the McKenzie River area. 
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

Natures Friend Beautifying Co. 
Property/rental cleanup, restoration, 
tree work, blackberry & ivy destruction, 
pressure washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free appliance 
removal. Call Scottish 541-913-8477. 
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp 
at Blue River - are restricted to 
angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Trout Stocking Schedule: Trout 
stocking is underway on many 
lakes and reservoirs throughout 
the state. Releases of 8” to 10” 
hatchery fish last week were: 
McKenzie River below Leaburg 
Dam – 2,000.

Fish Counts 
September 15, Willamette Falls

Fall Chinook – 2,581
Summer Steelhead – 1,582 

Fishing
Report

By Kwame Dawes
Dorianne Laux is one of our 

treasured poets. Her elegant 
poems grow out of the familiar. 
“Urn” is beautifully inventive in 
the way she connects the moment 
of uneasy childlike delight in the 
inexplicable “magic” of a light 
switch (“I didn’t know/ where 
the light went”), with her struggle 
to face mortality. Laux’s new 
collection of poems, from which 
this lovely elegy comes, Only as 
the Day Is Long: New and Selected 
Poems, appeared in 2020.

URN
By Dorianne Laux

I feel her swaying
under the earth, deep
in a basket of tree roots,
their frayed silk
keeping her calm,
a carpet of grass singing
Nearer my god to thee,
oak branches groaning in wind
coming up from the sea.

We take on trust the dead
are buried and gone,
the light doused for eternity,
the nevermore of their particulars
ground up, dispersed.
As a child I didn’t know
where the light went
when she flipped the switch,
though I once touched
the dark bulb that burned
my fingertips, studied the coiled

American Life
in Poetry

element trapped inside
seething with afterglow.

We do not accept unsolicited 
submissions. American Life 
in Poetry is made possible by 
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher 
of Poetry magazine. It is also 
supported by the Department 
of English at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem 
copyright ©2020 by Dorianne 
Laux, “Urn” from Only as the Day 
Is Long: New and Selected Poems 
(W.W. Norton & Company, 2020.) 
Poem reprinted by permission 
of the author and the publisher. 
Introduction copyright ©2021 
by The Poetry Foundation. The 
introduction’s author, Kwame 
Dawes, is George W. Holmes 
Professor of English and Glenna 
Luschei Editor of Prairie Schooner 
at the University of Nebraska.

September 23 - Alice Day Pratt 
came to the High Desert and took 
up a homestead in 1912. Her first 
residence was a canvas tent set 
up under a juniper tree. It was 
unusual for a single woman to 
claim a homestead and some of 
the local cowboys enjoyed riding 
past and belittling her efforts. 
But Alice refused to give up. She 
taught school, raised chickens and 
developed a small herd of jersey 
cows. She sold eggs, milk and 
cream and managed to trade for 
enough lumber to build herself a 
proper house. In her spare time 
she wrote books. In her book, 
A Homesteader’s Portfolio, she 
stated, “ It may well be that one 
looks back upon the times of 
greatest strain and anxiety, as the 
high points of one’s life.”

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber (www.rick-

steber.com)

This Space

For Rent

rivref2@gmail.com

541-822-3358
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Fill your screen
with McKenzie news

Subscribe to River Reflections’ digital 
edition - 52 issues/year for $2900

rivref2@gmail.com
541-822-3358

Follow the Seneca Family of 
Companies on Facebook & Instagram

At Seneca, our tree farm cleans the air of carbon dioxide from over 86,000 vehicles annually.

Growing trees absorb carbon and release oxygen. When a tree is made into wood products,  
that carbon remains stored for the lifetime of the product.

Seneca is proud to uphold its legacy of 
sustainable forestry.

OUR LEGACY
GENERATIONS OF  
SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY

time for them to have it out with 
the Moonshiners and break their 
gang up for good.

By this time, though, membership 
in the Moonshiners had swelled to 
about 75 heavily-armed citizens 
— probably four times as many as 
there were Vigilantes. These now 
all assembled, at Blakely’s request, 
to make a show of force — the goal 
being to get the Vigilantes to either 
stand up or stand down.

The showdown
Down the main street in 

Prineville they rode to the saloon 
where the Vigilantes were drinking, 
and arranged themselves on the 
street outside.

“The gang members were 
looking out the windows of Til 
Glaze’s saloon,” Blakely told The 
Oregonian. “I was fighting mad, 
and so were the rest of us. We were 
ready to fight it out right there. ‘If 
you think you can stop us, come 
on out and try it!’ I hollered at the 
gang.” 

Outside the saloon, thumbs 
toyed with the hammers of Colts 
and Winchesters and horses paced 
nervously. Inside, all was silent. 
Nobody moved.

Finally the Moonshiners 
dispersed, going back to 
their shops and ranches and 
workbenches. They’d made their 
point.

Humiliated and chastened, the 
Vigilantes never rode again after 
that. And a few months later, 
when Crook County held its first 
election, Blakely was voted in as 
sheriff.

(Sources: Lundy, Herbert. 
“When the Juniper Trees Bore 
Fruit,” Portland Morning 
Oregonian, 3-26-1939; Brogan, 
Phil. East of the Cascades. 
Portland: Binford, 1977; 
Thompson, Col. William. 
Reminiscences of a Pioneer. San 
Francisco: Alturas Plaindealer, 
1912)

Citizens of Prineville
Continued From Page 4

to list the gray wolf as such on an 
emergency basis. Emergency list-
ing is a temporary measure that 
ensures immediate protection 
and expires 240 days following 
the publication date. This 240-
day pause will allow the federal 
government to engage in proper 
and meaningful consultation with 
tribes.”

“I’m hopeful that wolves will 
eventually get the protection they 
deserve, but the Fish and Wildlife 
Service should have stopped the 
wolf-killing now,” said Andrea 
Zaccardi, a senior attorney at the 
Center for Biological Diversity. 
“Anti-wolf policies in Idaho and 
Montana could wipe out wolves 
and erase decades of wolf recov-
ery. We’re glad that federal of-
ficials have started a review, but 
wolves are under the gun now so 
they need protection right away.”

Idaho’s new laws took effect 
July 1. Montana’s general wolf-
hunting season begins this week. 
Trapping for wolves in Montana 
will begin two weeks earlier this 
year, on Nov. 29, and extend two 
weeks later to March 15 as a result 
of the new law.

Idaho’s new law has the poten-
tial to eliminate up to 90% of the 
state’s wolf population. It calls for 
private contractors to kill wolves, 
allows hunters and trappers to kill 
an unlimited number of wolves, 
and permits trapping year-round 
on private lands across the state.

Montana’s new laws permit the 

use of strangulation snares, night 
hunting and bait to hunt and trap 
wolves. Hunters and trappers can 
kill up to 10 wolves each and can 

be reimbursed for their expenses 
killing wolves through a new 
bounty program.

Continued From Page 1

Extra protection


