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A 44-year-old Bend woman was airlifted to safety last week 
after being injured while snowboarding in steep terrain near 
Tam McArthur Rim, prompting a large-scale rescue effort involv-
ing local volunteers and a military helicopter.

The call for help came in at about 2:40 p.m. on March 30, ac-
cording to the Deschutes County Sheriff’s Office. The woman 
was located on a snow-covered slope near the base of Broken Top 
Mountain, at an elevation of roughly 7,350 feet. Authorities said 
she was in the upper third of the slope, in terrain difficult to access 
and requiring a technical response.

An initial three-person team made up of Advanced Life Support 
Search and Rescue members and Mountain Rescue Unit person-
nel was flown toward the area by Air Link. However, deteriorating 

For nearly half a century, 
McKenzie River Reflections 
has chronicled life along the 
McKenzie River, serving as a 
trusted voice in our commu-
nity since 1978. But last week, 
the newspaper encountered an 
unusual and troubling disrup-
tion.

On the morning of April 2 
— just a day after the release 

Black Hawk Called In for 
Broken Top Rescue

Fake Bylines and Stolen Identities 
Fueling  Rise of ‘Zombie’ News

A portion of the overnight Central 
Cascades Wilderness Permits opened 
up for purchase on Tuesday via recreation.
gov. A permit allows permit holders and 
their group to travel to the Mt. Jefferson, 
Mt. Washington, and Three Sisters Wilder-
nesses areas between June 15 and October 
15 for overnight trips.

Approximately 40% of available quota 
space each day, at each trailhead, becomes 
available. The remaining permits will be 
released 7 days prior to the start of a trip 
(approximately 60% of the quota space 
available each day, at each trailhead).

Permits are limited to reserving 3 at one 

McKENZIE BRIDGE: For nearly 20 years, ambulance ser-
vice boundaries in Lane County have remained largely un-
changed, with no new provider requests altering the system. But 
that stability was disrupted in 2024, when the Upper McKenzie 
Rural Fire Protection District began asking a pressing question: 
how to improve emergency medical response in a rural community 
where help can be far away.

Fire Chief Joel Zeni said the effort is rooted in a long-standing 
challenge in the Upper McKenzie Valley — distance.

Before formal emergency medical systems were established in 
the region, residents relied on a volunteer group known as Emer-
gency Action Services McKenzie, or E.A.S.E., to provide imme-
diate care until outside responders could arrive. That same spirit 
of local response eventually became part of the Upper McKenzie 
Rural Fire Protection District, but the geography hasn’t changed.

Today, ambulance transport times in the Upper McKenzie area 
average nearly 50 minutes from the moment a 911 call is placed, 
according to the district. In critical emergencies, those delays can 
prove life-threatening.

In response, the district has spent the past two years developing a 
plan aimed at reducing those times without replacing existing am-
bulance providers. The proposal centers on using a locally based, 

Upriver District Pushes to Close 
a 50-Minute EMS Gap

of the annual April Fool’s edition 
— the paper’s official Facebook 
page was mysteriously renamed 
“Marketing AI Lexi.” Thousands 
of posts, including decades of 
historic images and articles, 
were relabeled under the new, 
misleading name.

The motives behind the take-
over remain unclear. However, 

Broken Top Rescue - Page 12

The Oregon Army National Guard HH-60 Black Hawk helicopter was 
able to access the woman after darkness fell.

The Upper McKenzie Fire District hopes to reduce critical response 
times in the eastern portions of the valley.

50-Minute EMS Gap - Page 12

Reflections Facebook Page hijacked by AI

An online search for Sandwich Lab, the owner of Marketing AI Lexi, 
gives a clue to its global ambitions.

Rise of “Zombie News” - P13

The annual Lane County Master Gar-
dener Association Plant Sale will be held 
on Saturday, April 25, from 10 am – 2 pm 
at the Lane County Event Center, 796 W 
13th Ave. in Eugene, inside the East Expo 
Halls.

The Plant Sale will offer vegetable & 
herb starts, beautiful hanging baskets, an-
nuals, perennials, native plants, aquatic 
plants, houseplants, bare root trees, shrubs, 
and more. All are propagated and grown 
by Master Gardeners according to “best 
practices” put in place by OSU Extension 

Music lovers can experience an evening 
with Richard Thompson with Zara Phillips 
on Sunday April 12 at 7:30 pm. 

Presented by the John G. Shedd Institute 
for the Arts at 868 High Street in Eugene, it 
will showcase Thompson‘s genre-defying 
mastery of both acoustic and electric guitar 
that has made him one of the most distinc-
tive virtuosos and songwriters in folk rock 
history.

Richard Thompson OBE is an English 
songwriter, musician, singer and record 

Snagged at Fish Rock:
River Debris Prompts Caution

MCKENZIE BRIDGE, Ore. — Boaters and river users 
are being urged to use extreme caution—or avoid the area 
altogether—after two significant obstructions were reported on 
the upper McKenzie River near Highway 126E milepost 55, ac-
cording to the Lane County Sheriff’s Office.

The hazards are located in the vicinity of Fish Rock, where 
multiple large tree trunks and smaller debris are blocking much 
of the river channel at two separate points. The reported coor-

Two large obstructions are reported on the upper McKenzie River at 
Highway 126 E milepost 55, in the area of Fish Rock on April 2.

LCSO

Snagged at Fish Rock - Page 13
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WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Releases
3/31	 50	 45	 0.40	 558 cfs
4/1	 48	 44	 1.17	 350 cfs
4/2	 47	 36	 0.54	 350 cfs
4/3	 64	 34	 0	 380 cfs
4/4	 77	 37	 0	  370 cfs
4/5	 70	 50	 0	 360 cfs
4/6	 81	 53	 0	 370 cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
3/31	 56	 41	 0.11	 3,340 cfs
4/1	 56	 42	 0.22	 3,220 cfs
4/2	 50	 38	 1.08	 4,156 cfs
4/3	 53	 35	 0.23	 4,330 cfs
4/4	 62	 35	 0	 3,920 cfs
4/5	 70	 40	 0	 3,740 cfs
4/6	 78	 43	 0	 3,570 cfs
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time. Additional permits can be 
reserved once the dates have been 
observed or a permit is cancelled. 

The permit holder must have a 
digital or paper copy of the permit 
with them during their visit.

Central Cascade Wilderness 
Day Use Permits do not become 
available until 10 days and 2 days 
prior to whatever days you want 
to day hike on.

in consultation with the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture to help 
control invasive weeds, pests, and 
diseases from spreading through-
out Oregon gardens, as well as 
wholesale purchases and dona-
tions from local nurseries, all 
available at great prices.

The Master Gardener Mobile 
Plant Clinic will also be on hand 
to assist with any gardening ques-

tions and share upcoming events 
in Lane County.

Can you ever have too many 
garden books? The sale includes 
a Book Sale featuring gently used 
garden books and cookbooks.

Admission is free, all forms of 
payment: cash, check or debit/
credit accepted for purchases.

Come early for the best selec-
tion and please bring your garden 
cart or wagon to carry your pur-
chases!

Questions? Email lcmgaplant-
sale@gmail.com

producer. Thompson first gained 
prominence in the late 1960s as 
the lead guitarist and a songwriter 
for the folk rock group Fairport 
Convention, which he co-founded 
in 1967.

Price: Reserved Seating, $34 
- $49. katy@theshedd.net or 
541.434.7000

Reporter’s Notebook: Capital 
Chronicle’s intern reflects on 
covering the OR Legislature

By Robin Linares
Despite attending university 

across the street from the Ore-
gon State Capitol for the past three 
years, reporting inside its marbled 
walls was one of the last things I 
thought I’d be able to do. 

Now, as a third-year student at 
Willamette University, today is 
my last day of a 10-week intern-
ship learning the ropes of the short 
legislative session and the world 
of state politics. 

My involvement in the Legisla-
ture this session was as the Oregon 
Capital Chronicle’s first political 
reporting intern. This was made 
possible by the Asian American 
Journalists Association’s Port-
land chapter to celebrate the jour-
nalistic legacy of Peter Wong, a 
long-time journalist who covered 
the Oregon Legislature for 40 
years. The Capitol also dedicated 
its press offices to Wong, ahead 
of this legislative session, and I 
worked most days in the basement 
offices named for him. 

In collaboration with Willa-
mette, AAJA sponsored an intern 
for the Oregon Capital Chronicle, 
focusing on topics that dispro-
portionately impact marginalized 
communities in Oregon. In taking 
on this role, I knew that the work 
I did was not only important for 
me to grow in my own journalistic 
knowledge, but that the coverage I 
would contribute to would be im-
portant in advancing the diversity 
of coverage in the news.

As a student journalist and 
news editor at Willamette’s stu-
dent newspaper, The Collegian, 
I wasn’t unaware of the Oregon 
Legislature and how bills became 
law. However, nothing, not even 
Gov. Tina Kotek herself, could 
have prepared me for the whirl-
wind of a legislative short ses-
sion. 

One of my first assignments at 
the start of session was to attend 
a public hearing for a bill about-
regulating AI companion tools. 
The 8 a.m. committee meeting 

was in a hearing room, but like 
many returning to the remodeled 
building, I got lost trying to find 
it. Once found, I was afraid to en-
ter for fear of disturbing the meet-
ing until I saw a legislative aide 
repeatedly exiting and reentering, 
who informed me that I can enter 
anytime. 

It was later in the session when 
I learned that Oregon legislators 
are constantly on the move during 
meetings, to the point that the ser-
geant at arms in the House cham-
ber has to yell “VOTE” at the top 
of their lungs so representatives 
can return from their offices to 
vote on a particular bill.

Later that first day, I went to 
another committee meeting about 
a bill seeking to allow non-digital 
rental applications. While I didn’t 
get lost this time, after the meet-
ing ended and I walked back to the 
Capital Chronicle’s downtown of-
fice, I realized that my keys were 
locked in the hearing room. As 
it was past 5 p.m., I then waited 
for a Capitol employee to unlock 
the room so I could sheepishly re-
trieve my keys. 

All in all, the day felt like I was 
a newly born giraffe that didn’t 
quite understand how to walk yet. 
There was a lot to learn. 

Throughout the internship, I 
was able to shadow the more ex-
perienced reporters and my editor 
in the way they conducted inter-
views with legislators, how they 
entered and exited hearing rooms 
and chambers with ease and the 
in-depth procedural rules of Ore-
gon’s legislative branch. I became 
more comfortable with quickly 
synthesizing complicated bills 
and navigating the Legislature’s 
website.

I was also able to build my 
stamina reporting on committee 
meetings, floor sessions and par-
ticipating in news conferences. 
At one, I sat in awe watching 
other journalists tactfully probing 
House Speaker Julie Fahey about 
campaign finance, fundraising and 
transportation. At another, I found 
the only chair left in the room was 
next to the governor and nervous-
ly sat beside her.

Beyond the classic intern faux 
pas, I am incredibly proud of my 
reporting and the opportunities 
I have had during my time as an 
intern. Some of my reporting 
highlights included the student-
organized Salem-Keizer walkout 
for immigrant rights, covering the 
passage of different forms of epi-
nephrine in schools, and speaking 
with Senate honorary pages as the 
program saw new popularity since 
its return to the Legislature post-
COVID. 

Other favorite stories looked 
into bills passed about urban 
growth boundary expansions and 
what Oregon’s mild winter means 
for summer wildfire risk, as I could 
mix my journalistic and academic 
interests in environmental science 
and public health.

In terms of career development, 
it was an incredible opportunity to 
be able to learn from the Capital 
Chronicle team throughout this 
internship, and the AAJA board 
during a meet-and-greet in mid-
March. 

Overall, my reporting voice has 
become more certain, more under-
standing of legislative processes 
and more engaging toward a wid-
er audience. This opportunity I’ve 
had has also been beneficial with 
my work at the student newspa-
per, making me a stronger editor 
as well as a stronger reporter. 

Some of the student newspaper 

McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity Track 
and Field teams participate in the 
AMJ Invitational Track Meet this 
Saturday, April 11. The annual 
event will be held at the Aaron 
and Marie Jones Community 
Track. Field events start at 10 am 
and track events will begin at 11.

AMJ Invitational Track Meet 
Returns

This Saturday, April 11
The AMJ Invitational Track 

Meet returns to the Aaron and 
Marie Jones Community Track 
this Saturday, April 11. McKenzie 
Community Track and Field, once 
again, is hosting the annual high 
school track meet and this year 22 
teams are scheduled to participate. 
Participating teams include Class 
4A Cottage Grove and Philomath, 
Class 3A Elmira, Creswell, Sisters, 
Pleasant Hill, Jefferson, and La 
Pine, Class 2A Oakridge and 
Lowell and Class 1A Crow, Alsea, 
Cascades Academy of Central 
Oregon, Eddyville, Mohawk, 
North Lake, Paisley, Glendale, 
Mapleton, Riddle, Triangle Lake 
and McKenzie. Should all the 

athletes listed on the above team’s 
rosters participate, roughly 700 
athletes will run, jump and throw 
their best this day. 

The MCTF is inviting all 
persons, young and old, to come 
join them for a spectacular high 
school track event. Professional 
timing, provided by Athletic 
Timing, will monitor the running 
events. As always, volunteers 
timing, measuring, retrieving 
implements and recording all the 
races and field event competitions 
help make this meet possible.

If you would care to volunteer 
working with a group of 
remarkable high school athletes, 
the MCTF welcomes you with 
open arms, a yellow volunteer 
vest, a clipboard or tape and 

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/09/opinion/reporters-notebook-capital-chronicles-intern-reflects-on-covering-the-or-legislature/9185.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/09/sports/mckenzie-sports-report-april-9/9186.html
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Click here:

It will talk to you!
Look for the Blue

Click on articles that begin with blue highlighted text -
it will take you to our Audio Reader

Call, you will get me -not an assis
tan

t

Move To A Place That Moves You

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

Lane County

March 22: 2:34 p.m: Criminal 
Mischief - 91000 blk, Hill Rd. 
Community self report regarding 
damage to farm equipment.

March 24: 10:07 a.m: 
Harassment - 37100 blk, Parsons 
Creek Rd. Community self report 
regarding a speeding vehicle and 
threatening driver in the area.

6:58 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 
- 35200 blk, Camp Creek Rd. 
Deputies responded to a report 
of an aggressive male outside 
a business in the area refusing 
to leave. The male was offered 
deflection, and agreed to enter the 
program.

March 25: 7:50 a.m: 
Disturbance, Dispute - 45600 blk, 
McK. Hwy. A dispute ensued after 
a motorist stopped in the parking 
lot and defecated on the ground. 
Deputies stopped the vehicle and 
determined it was related to a 
medical issue.

10:45 a.m: Fraud - 90300 blk, 
Hill Rd. Community self report 
regarding bank fraud and stolen 
apple account.

2:47 p.m: Coercion - 37900 
blk, Camp Creek Rd. Report of an 
online threat demanding money.

April 2: 12:49: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, No Injury - Pinging at 
the bend between Milepost 34 
and 35 on Aufderheide Dr. User 
indicated that they are not injured, 
“multiple people”  involved.

April 3: 05:00: Medical 
– 54000 block, McK. River Dr. 
Female, Conscious, Breathing.

April 4: 13:11: Medical – 
91000 blk, Mill Creek Rd. Male, 
Conscious, Breathing.

April 6: 01:11: Medical – 54000 
blk, McK. River Dr. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

10:25: Medical – 54000 blk, 
Caddis Ln. Male, Conscious, 
Breathing.

13:10: Fire Alarm – 51000 
blk, Blue River Dr. General Fire/
Smoke Detector.

The Upper McK. Fire 
District’s board of directors will 
hold its monthly meeting at 7 
p.m. on Monday, April 20th, at 
the Blue River Fire Station 2, 
51730 Echo St. in Blue River. 

March 26: 3:51 p.m: Burglary 
- 8900 blk, McK. Hwy. Deputies 
took a report of a burglary of a 
residence.

3:54 p.m: Violation of 
Restraining Order- 55300 blk, 
McK. River Dr.

5:09 p.m: Theft of Mail - 36500 
blk, Parsons Creek Rd.

March 27: 9:33 
a.m: Information – 44400 blk, 
McK. Hwy

7:23 p.m: Theft - 33800 
blk, Blackberry Ln. Deputies 
responded to a reported burglary 
at a residence in the area. no 
suspect info.

3:01 p.m: Incomplete 911 Call 
- 45400 blk, Goodpasture Rd.

March 28: 12:33 p.m: Warrant 
Service - 33800 blk, Blackberry 
Ln.

5:11 p.m: Unlawful Entry 
Motor Vehicle - 38400 blk, 
Shotgun Creek Rd.

5:11 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Unknown Injury - 
190000 blk, Marcola Rd.

5:25 p.m: Traffic Hazard - 
92100 blk, Marcola Rd.

6:01 p.m: Burglary - 36900 
blk, Boiler Creek Rd. Deputies 
responded to a reported burglary 
at a residence in the area.

8:29 p.m: Attempt To Locate 
Drunk Driver - Terwilliger Hot 
Springs.

9:24 p.m: Explosion - 8600 

blk, Thurston Rd. Report of a loud 
explosion in the area. nothing else 
noted.

March 29: 5:16 p.m:  
Disturbance, Dispute - 91800 blk, 
Mill Creek Rd. Report of a dispute 
the caller wanted documented.

6:48 p.m: Suspicious Subject - 
91500 blk, Marcola Rd. Deputies 
responded to a report of trespassers 
in the area. They contacted several 
people and arrested one for 
trespass in the 2nd Degree.

March 30: 10:16 a.m: Speeding 
Vehicle - Camp Creek Rd.

4:45 p.m. Civil Problem - 49600 
blk, McK. Hwy.

6:07 p.m.  Missing Person - 
Marcola Rd.

6:45 p.m.  Suspicious Conditions 
- Deerhorn Rd. Several people 
were seen digging on the hillside 
in the area.

7:29 p.m: Suspicious Subject 
- 61500 blk, Old McK. Hwy. 
A resident reported he saw two 
people in the bushes on his security 
cameras and confronted them and 
told them to leave. They appeared 
to be stealing items based on what 
was in the vehicle as they left the 
area. A deputy patrolled the area 
but did not locate them.

7:34 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident No Injury - 51600 blk, 
Blue River Dr.

8:23 p.m: Littering - Leaburg 
area.

March 31: 6:38 a.m: Animal at 
Large - 40100 blk, Mohawk River 
Rd.

3:07 p.m: Stalking Order 
Service - 88700 blk, Heritage Ln.

3:35 p.m: Assist, Information - 
38400 blk, McK. Hwy.

9:55 p.m: Welfare Check - 

March 30: 8:25: 87800 blk, 
Lupe Ln. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

8:45: 44200 blk,  McK. Hwy. 
Public Assist Odor Investigation 
- Nothing Found.

8:58: McK. Hwy./Milepost 30.  
Motor Vehicle Accident. 2 Patients 
Assessed, 2 Patients Transported, 
Traffic Control.

March 31: 12:15: 36400 
blk, Camp Creek Rd. Medical, 
General. Patient Assessed, Refusal 
Obtained.

22:22: 88900 blk, Bridge St. 
Medical, Heart. Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported.

April 1: 8:47: 35600 blk, High 
Ranch Dr. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

19:12: Camp Creek Rd./Bowen 
Dr.  MVA. Blocking, Injury.

April 2: 19:53: 49500 blk,  
McK. Hwy. Lift Assist. Lift Assist 
Only.

April 3: 9:55: 8500 blk, 
Thurston Rd. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

9:56: 41800 blk, Madrone 
St. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

13:04: 37800 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. Public Assist. Provided 

information only.
April 4: 21:37: 91000 blk, 

Angels Flight Rd. Assist Police. 
Assist LCSO With Lockout.

22:13: 92600 blk, Pioch Ln. 
Mutual Aid. Assist Mohawk 
Valley Fire With Structure Fire.

April 5: 19:31: 38800 blk, E. 
Cedar Flat Rd. Legal Backyard 
Burn. Spoke with Homeowner, 
Education Provided, Fire 
Extinguished by Homeowner.

McK. Fire & Rescue will 
hold its monthly Board of 
Directors meeting on Monday, 
Monday, April 20th, at noon, in 
the Leaburg Training Center, 
42870 McK. Hwy. The district 
maintains Facebook, Twitter, 
and web pages. If you have a 
question or concern about any 
Fire District business, give Chief 
Bucich a call @ 541-896-3311. If 
he is unavailable, please leave 
a message and he will respond 
ASAP.

McK. Hwy.
April 1: 5:07 p.m: Custodial 

Interference - 38300 blk, Camp 
Creek Rd. 

7:13 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Injury - Camp Creek 
Rd.

Continued On Page 13
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Emergency?        Call 911

By Slim Randles

Did Oregon’s supervillain-politician save the world?
By Finn J.D. John

Charles Henry “Iron Pants” 
Martin was probably the most 
scurrilous and unlovable character 
in Oregon political history. As an 
Army officer during the Boxer 
Rebellion he looted Chinese 
palaces; as Oregon governor 
during the 1930s he expressed 
support for fascism; and, worst 
of all, as an Army general after 
the First World War he was in 
charge of “breaking” America’s 
African American war veterans at 
a sort of post-service humiliation-
and-degradation camp so that 
they would not get “uppity” after 
returning to civilian life.

So it’s a little odd to think that 
Oregon, and the rest of the world, 
may actually owe him a debt of 
gratitude for saving it from a 
nuclear holocaust at the hands of 
the Nazis.

Here’s the story:
In 1933, when newly elected 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
set about showering the country 
with borrowed money in an 
attempt to stimulate the economy 
out of the Great Depression, 
one of the projects on his list 
was a hydroelectric dam on the 
Columbia River.

The government quickly 
green-lighted one. But to the 
dismay of Oregonians, it was 
set to go at Grand Coulee, up in 
Washington. It would do nothing 
for the navigability of the lower 
Columbia, where boats were still 
having to portage around the 
Cascade Rapids or use the locks 
there. It would do nothing for flood 
control, either. And — probably 
most importantly, for the political 
elites of both parties in Oregon 
— it would not provide Oregon’s 
well-connected private electric 
utilities with a pipeline to super-
cheap hydroelectric power that 
they could buy cheap and make 
a killing selling at their standard 
residential-service rates.

So Oregon’s Congressional 
delegation swung into action. And 
that’s where Charles Henry Martin 
comes into the story.

At that time, Martin, a 
Democrat, was serving in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 
Martin joined with Oregon Sen. 

Charles McNary, a Republican, to 
urge the President to spend some 
of the $3.3 billion appropriation 
on a second dam project on the 
Columbia — what would turn into 
Bonneville Dam. McNary, who 
had been pushing for a dam since 
the Hoover Administration, sent 
a letter to the President; so did 
Martin; and a couple months later 
they followed it up with a personal 
visit. The President pronounced 
himself convinced, and told the 
two lawmakers that if they could 
find a suitable place to put a dam, 
he’d put it on the list.

Elated, Martin and McNary 
went to work. But in the meantime, 
Interior Secretary Harold Ickes 
— who was in charge of all the 
projects — learned what was 
afoot. Ickes was a passionate 
opponent of the Bonneville Dam 
project from the start. It’s not clear 
why; Martin felt it was personal 
animosity toward himself, but 
Martin had a deep and ugly 
streak of paranoia when it came 
to things like that. It may have 
been because of appreciation of 
the scenic beauty of the Columbia 
Gorge, some of which would be 
disappearing beneath a lake if the 
dam were built. Or it might have 
been simply a sense of financial 
responsibility; a green light for 
Bonneville, after all, meant a red 
light for some other project. $3.3 
billion was a lot of money, but it’s 
not an unlimited amount. Then, 
too, Ickes surely was also aware of 
Oregon’s private electric utilities’ 
agenda; he may have thought a 

dam at Bonneville would simply 
be a gift to those wealthy private 
interests.

But the reason Ickes gave for 
opposing the project was very 
reasonable: With two dams on 
the river, there would be far 
more power coming out than the 
Pacific Northwest could possibly 
use. Much of it would be simply 
wasted. Why spend a bunch of 
money to build a second dam 
when the first one would slake 
the area’s power needs and then 
some?

So while the two lawmakers 
were bustling about getting things 
ready, Ickes was smoothly and 
effectively walking the president 
back from the commitment he’d 
made.

Months went by, and Martin 
grew suspicious. Back in 
Washington, he learned what was 
up; but he also learned, through 
a fellow Army officer, that the 
Army Corps of Engineers had just 
finished a survey on the site, and 
was recommending a $31 million 
facility there. Martin got a copy 
of this report — but, like a good 
poker player, he kept it to himself, 
waiting for just the right moment 
to play his card.

A few weeks later, he learned 
that the President had allocated 
$250,000 to “investigate 
the feasibility” of a dam at 
Bonneville. Instantly he knew that 
the 250 grand was kiss-off money 
— a little economic something 
attached to an empty promise to 
buy a little time so that Roosevelt 

and Ickes could move on with a 
minimum of drama.

Calling home to Oregon, he 
told McNary the showdown was 
at hand and asked him to return 
to Washington. Martin knew that 
he, a mere House member, had 
little pull in the White House; 
but McNary, as one of the 96 
Senators who voted on Cabinet 
confirmations, would have a lot 
more clout. Reluctantly, McNary 
came, and the two of them 
essentially staged a sit-in in the 
White House until Roosevelt 
agreed to see them.

As predicted, Roosevelt purred 
that he’d allocated $250,000 to 
study the site, and if the results 
were favorable he’d for sure 
approve the dam — and just like 
that, Martin had him.

“Why, Mr. President,” he 
exclaimed with well-faked 
surprise, pulling a folded 
document out of his pocket, “all 
that work has been done.”

Roosevelt, after a moment of 
consternation, threw his arms up 
in the air and roared with laughter. 
He had been outplayed, and he 
knew it. The dam, he told the two, 
was a go — and congratulations.

By the time the dam was finished 
in 1938, it was clear that Ickes’ 
concerns about overproduction 
were no longer valid. The answer 
for using all the surplus power, 
as it turned out, was aluminum. 
Aluminum production requires 
huge amounts of electricity to 
extract it from bauxite ore. And 
an America tooling up for a war 
that everyone knew was coming 
wanted all the aluminum it could 
get.

As you likely know, as the war 
went on America’s output of war 
equipment — especially airplanes 
— got bigger each year until 
the hapless Axis powers were 
completely overwhelmed with 
hostile (to them) tanks, planes and 
artillery. By 1945 the output was 
staggering, and it was topped off 
with a pair of war-ending nuclear 
bombings in Japan. The two 
Columbia River dams played a 
key role — an irreplaceable role 
— in all these things.

The role of the aluminum 
Save the world?  - Page 11

Three ways you can
help your local
newspaper

Go to tinyurl.com/25ahf3jx and click the “Donate” link for an online contribution. 
Or mail a check to OPIP/McKenzie River Reflections Civic Journalism
P.O. Box 727, McMinnville, OR 97128

Subscribe, Donate, Advertise

Your donation will exclusively fund the “Civic Journalism” work of McKenzie River 
Reflections - reporting on local government agencies, elections, health and public 
safety, policy impacts, and updates on community-led responses. 
The Civic Journalism mission of McKenzie River Reflections is approved, spon-
sored, and monitored by the Oregon Public Information Partnership, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization created for people to make tax deductible contributions to 
independent Oregon community newspapers.

This Space
For Rent

rivref2@gmail.com
FAX 541-663-4550

Quote of the Week

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven
gutter protection.

LeafFilter accepts 200% more 
water than competitors**

LeafFilter® Common hood style
Filters 14+ gallons of water per minute

Does not disturb your shingles

Added to your existing gutter system

Surgical grade micromesh

Can disturb shingles / void roof warranty 

New gutters required

Flimsy and cheap materials

**Based on 6/12 pitch vs. hood-style competitors. 1The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 

Schedule your free inspection 
and estimate today!

1-844-659-1070

America’s #1 gutter 
protection1

Tested and proven, see how LeafFilter stacks up against other 
leading options — and why it’s trusted by over 1 million homeowners.

An old postcard image, probably dating from before World War II, shows 
Bonneville Dam from the air.

When old Joe Gilliam began 
digging that hole in his front 
yard, out there close to the street, 
neighbors watched and wondered.  
When he got his grandson to help 
him carry the shade tree sapling 
from his pickup to the hole, people 
nodded.

Mystery solved. Old Joe’s 
planting a tree. 

After removing the root mass 
from the five-gallon pot, the 
grandson disappeared and Old Joe 
was left to care for the baby tree. 
He carefully spread the tiny feeder 
roots out and tucked them in with 
soil. Then he packed more dirt 
around the tree’s base and soaked 
it well with the hose.

No one else saw anything odd 
in Joe planting that tree, either, 
but Joe’s been retired now going 
on 20 years. He’s old and getting 
more frail each year. By the time 
that sapling gets large enough 
to give homes to squirrels and 
birds and shade to neighbors and 
a resting place for dogs, Joe will 
have been long gone.

Planting a tree is an affirmation 
of faith in the future. It is a gift to 
those yet unborn. It is a legacy of 
goodness, an old man’s prayer. 

---------------
Brought to you by “The Long 

Dark,” a novel of Alaska by Slim 
Randles.

“Easter is the only time when 
it’s perfectly safe to put all your 
eggs in one basket.”

Evan Esar

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/09/history/did-oregons-supervillain-politician-save-the-world/9190.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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Keep in Touch
- Weekly -
Subscribe to

the McKenzie’s
own newspaper

rivref2@gmail.com
59059 Old McK. Hwy

McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

$34/yr 
tinyurl.com/

2vf5caa6

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny

Plant strawberries early for sweet summer

By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

This 
Space

For Rent
 

rivref2@gmail.com

Hot Espresso
10, 12 or 16 oz.

Iced Espresso
12, 16 or 24 oz.

Extra Espresso Shot, Syrup, or Alternative Milk
Ask us about our Breakfast Menu items

458-209-0542
Open from 7 am - 12:39 pm, Sun - Tues & Thurs - Sat  *Closed Wed*

Oregon is one of the best 
places to grow strawberries, and 
early spring is the time to plant 
new crowns.

Plant as soon as soil can be 
worked and sites have full sun 
and good drainage. With the right 
mix of types and cultivars, you 
can harvest through much of the 
season.

Strawberries (Fragaria 
× ananassa) fall into three 
categories:

* June-bearers. One large crop 
in June; best for jam and freezing; 
generally top texture and flavor.

* Everbearers. Two lighter 
crops — June and late summer.

* Day-neutrals. Fruit repeatedly 
from May into early fall; better 
flavor than everbearers and ideal 
for season-long harvests.

Recommended cultivars 
include June-bearer ‘Hood’ (the 
flavor standard), day-neutrals 
‘Albion’ (large berries, stores 

well) and ‘Seascape’ (steady 
crops), and everbearer ‘Quinault’ 
(older selection with declining 
popularity as newer types excel).

Planting systems and spacing
Build raised beds about 12 inches 

high and amend with compost. 
Two proven approaches:

* Matted row (best for June-
bearers): Set plants 12–15 inches 
apart in 2-foot rows with beds 3–4 
feet apart. Let runners root within 
the bed; redirect stray runners 
back into the row.

* Hill system (best for day-
neutrals and everbearers): Keep 
plants 12–15 inches apart in 
double or triple rows with 1½–
2-foot aisles. Remove runners 
every 2–3 weeks — wait until 
“daughter” plants have formed 
but before they root.

Fertilize and water
Use a balanced fertilizer (for 

example, 16-16-16). Sweep 
granules off foliage and water 

after feeding.
* June-bearers: Fertilize after 

renovation (post-harvest).
* Day-neutrals/everbearers: 

Smaller, split applications through 
the season.

* Keep soil evenly moist (about 
1–1½ inches of water weekly). 
Avoid waterlogging — “wet 
feet” reduce vigor. Weed control 
and steady moisture help plants 
outcompete weeds.

Year-one expectations and 
renovation

First-year crops are light; full 
yields follow in year two and 
continue two to four seasons 
before production declines. Start a 
new bed before the old one phases 
out. In Oregon, keep day-neutrals 
only two years; remove the first 
two flushes of flowers on new 
plantings to build roots.

June-bearer renovation: After 
harvest, mow foliage to about 
2 inches above crowns, remove 
debris, narrow rows, and encourage 
new runner set.

Pests, diseases and rotation
Rotate beds periodically — 

strawberries are susceptible to 
verticillium wilt. Manage spotted-
wing drosophila by frequent 
picking, sanitation, good airflow 
and dry surfaces; organic spinosad 
products are options if needed.

Western Oregon (Willamette 
Valley/North Coast)

Plant early; raised beds improve 
drainage in clay soils. Day-neutrals 
excel for continuous fruit; ‘Hood’ 
shines for June crops.

Learn more
* Growing strawberries in your 

home garden
* Strawberry cultivars for 

Western Oregon and Washington
Want to learn more about this 

topic? Explore more resources 
from OSU Extension: Berries and 
fruit, Gardening techniques

Chris LaBelle

DANDELIONS - A SIGN 
OF SPRING

“Here, Mama. Here are 
flowers for you,” my brother 
said, as he held out a fist of 
dandelion heads.

Mother filled a soup bowl with 
water and floated the dandelions 
there, thanking Brother for his 
gift.

“Why do you save them?” I 
asked with the “wisdom” of my 
8 years. “They’re just dandelions 
and just the tops.”

“Because he thinks he’s giving 
me something special. They’re a 
thoughtful gift for me.”

I remembered this when 
my daughter and, later my 
grandchildren, brought me 
flower heads as a bouquet. I’ve 
appreciated and put them in water 
for the whole family to enjoy.
Dandelions Continue to Enthrall

These yellow blooms continue 
to excite the children in our family. 
Yesterday my granddaughter texted 
us some pictures of her little 2-
year old (my great granddaughter) 
holding a dandelion she picked in 
their yard. Liliana displayed a big 
grin as she looked at the flower 
with awe.

Dandelion are such common 
flowers that many people consider 
them pests in the yard...until they 
observe a child’s excitement over 
them 

Dandelions As Edibles
DANDELION GREENS are 

most common of the wild spring 
greens and were a favorite with 
my aunt who looked forward to 

picking, cooking and eating them 
each spring.

The young tender leaves can be 
added to a tossed salad, combined 
with other greens, served with a 
hot dressing or boiled with bacon 
or salt pork. They were a favorite 
with my aunt, who looked forward 
to dandelion time each spring. 

For a DANDELION SALAD, 
you can use 1-pound fresh 
dandelion leaves or a combination 
of dandelion with romaine, 
iceberg, or leaf lettuce. Usually 
this is in the quantity of half 
dandelion and half lettuce. 
Sometimes cucumbers are added 
to the dandelion salad.

Then toss an oil and vinegar 
dressing, using whatever amount 
is desirable to your taste. Or you 
can make a dressing with lemon 
juice, dash of sugar, olive oil, salt 
and pepper. Some cooks like to 
use yogurt for a dressing.

DANDELION SALAD WITH 
EGGS - This version calls 
for 4 cups packed dandelion 
leaves, which have been washed 
thoroughly, 1/4 cup chopped 
green onions. Toss with French 
dressing or oil and vinegar as 
desired. Garnish with sliced hard-
boiled eggs and tomato wedges. 
Serve at once. (With the recipes 
for Dandelion Salads you can 
substitute other greens or use them 
combined with the dandelions.)

(c) 2026 Mary Emma Allen, 
me.allen@juno.com

(Mary Emma Allen researches 
and writes from her woodland NH 
home.)

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/09/garden/plant-strawberries-in-early-spring-for-a-sweeter-summer/9191.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/09/extras/dandelions-a-sign-of-spring/9192.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
mailto:me.allen@juno.com
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Community Notes

Tuesday
VMCC Senior Center

11 am

Doors at the Vida McKenzie 
Community Center open at 11 am 
at 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida for a 
wonderful opportunity to connect, 
learn, and grow. They include 
socializing, a speaker or activity, 
and lunch (with a suggested dona-
tion of $5).

Wednesday
Upper McKenzie Jiu-Jitsu

7 - 8 pm

No-Gi Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu club at 
the Upper McKenzie Community 
Center, 54745 McKenzie River 
Drive in Rainbow.  For More In-
formation email: uppermckenzie-
jiujitsu@gmail.com

Tuesday
Little Poker League

6 - 9 pm

Public
Watershed Wednesday

9 - 11:30 am
Coburg, Oregon  

Join the McKenzie River Trust 

every Wednesday morning at 
Green Island. Projects vary based 
on the season but typically in-
clude invasive species removal, 
habitat care or planting/tree estab-
lishment. Green Island is a 1,100 
acre preserve.
Wednesday & Thursday

AA meetings

AA meetings are held on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and Sun-
days at 5 p.m. at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
Walterville. plus in Blue River at 
6 p.m. on Thursdays at the clinic 
on Dexter Street.

Thursday
Dog Socialization

Pack Walks
10 am

At the Walterville Pond, meet at 
East end parking lot.  Free weekly, 
For more information: email 
quickslyfox@duck.com

Thursday 
GMRS net

6 pm 

The McKenzie Valley Neighbors 
Radio Group meets at 6:00 pm on 
462.6750 MHz, Tone 100.0 Hz 
(often Radio Memory Channel 28) 
on the Deathball Repeater. Make 
it easy on McKenzie Community 

Communications-supplied radios 
and anything volunteers have 
programmed for you.

Friday
Yoga in Leaburg 

42870 McKenzie Hwy, Every 
Friday at McKenzie Fire & Res-
cue’s Leaburg Training Center, 
from 8 to 9 am..

Friday
SAIL Exercise Program

10 to 11 am.

Vida McKenzie Community 
Center, 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida. 
Join the SAIL program on Fridays 
for instructor-led exercises to 
boost strength, independence, and 
confidence. All ages and abilities 
are welcome.

Saturday
A Dime At A Time

Leaburg Store, 42840 McKen-
zie Hwy, Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting - Saturday 
morning sorting sessions every 
Saturday from 10-noon. Dona-
tions can be dropped off to us at 
Leaburg Store and maybe help us 
bag up the containers.

April 9
Vida McKenzie

Community Center Board
4:30 - 5:30 pm

The Vida McKenzie Community 
Center board will meet from 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m.   at 90377 Thomson 
Lane in Vida.

April 9
McKenzie

Watershed Council
4:30 - 5:30 pm

The McKenzie Watershed 
Council will meet on the second 
Thursday of the month from 5 
to 6:30 p.m., location varies, 
please contact Chase Antonovich, 
McKenzie Watershed Council 
Operations Manager, (458-201- 
8150) chase@mckenziewc.org

April 10
Second Friday Art Walk

4 - 7:30 pm

2nd Friday Art Walk at 500 
Main Street - Emerald Art Center 
in downtown Springfield.

April 11
Candidate Forum

6 - 7 pm

State and County candidates 
with a Lane County constituency 
have been invited to participate 
in this event, at the Walterville 
Grange, 39259 Camp Creek 
Road, with a particular but not 
exclusive emphasis on the eastern 
portion of the county (County 
Commissioner positions 1, 2 & 
5, House District 12 and Senate 
District 6). All candidates will 
receive a pre-determined set of 
questions for the forum one week 
prior to the event. As time allows, 
after the official forum concludes, 
the audience will be welcome 
to ask questions in a brief Q&A 
session, followed by more casual 
social time for conversation with 
multiple candidates. Refreshments 
will be provided.

April 13
Parks Advisory

6 - 7:30pm

The Parks Advisory Committee 
meets in the Goodpasture Room, 
3050 N Delta Hwy, Eugene. 
on the 2nd Monday of each 
month (except during July & 
August). It advises the Board of 
County Commissioners on park 
needs, recommends priorities 
for projects - including financial 
and operational development 
and acquisition. The committee 
also provides recommendations 
regarding long-range planning for 
future park programs and needs, 
and serves as a liaison group 
representing the concerns of the 
community.

April 13
Spfd School Board

7 - 10 pm

The Springfield Public Schools 
is led by a five-member elected 
school board. The Board of 
Directors meets twice during most 
months during the school year. 
Regular business meetings begin 
at 7 p.m. on the second Monday 
of the month. Work sessions are 
generally held at 5:30 p.m. on the 
fourth Monday of the month. All 
meetings, unless otherwise noted, 
are held in the Board Room of 
the Springfield Public Schools 
Administration Building, 640 A 
Street, Springfield. 

April 14
Tourism Committee

9 - 10 am

The McKenzie River Chamber 
of Commerce Tourism Commit-
tee meets via Zoom every Sec-
ond Tuesday of every month. 
Please join in even if you are not a 
Chamber member. The committee 
strives to strengthen the support 
of locals interested in improving 
tourism and the economic vital-
ity of the entire McKenzie River 
Valley. Email the Tourism Chair 
to get on the meeting email list: 
Treasurer@McKenzieChamber.
com

April 14
McKenzie River Food 

Pantry
11 am - 1 pm

At the McKenzie Bridge Chris-
tian Church, 56334 McKenzie 
Hwy, McKenzie Bridge.

Free groceries are provided in 
accordance with Oregon Food 
Bank and Food For Lane County 
guidelines for food distribution to 
those in need. 11 am - 1 pm, every 
2nd & 4th Friday.

April 14
Gentle Dental Van

8:30 am - 2 pm

The Gental Dental Van, spon-
sored by the Rural Oregon Out-
reach Program, will be at the Or-
chid McKenzie River Clinic every 
second Tuesday of the month at 
51730 Dexter St. in Blue River. 
A first visit will include a patient 
assessment, intraoral photos, teeth 

cleaning, charting, and X-Rays. 
Call 360-449-9500 or 800-525-
6800 to schedule new patient ap-
pointments or teeth cleaning.

April 15
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner 
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, 
unless otherwise noted on the 
published agenda. Regular Board 
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings 
are on an as needed basis

April 15
McKenzie School Board

5:30 - 6:30 pm pm

The McKenzie School 
District Board will meet in the 
Administration building, 51187 

Blue River Dr. The meeting will 
be livestreamed viewing available 
at tinyurl.com/3xmv9djj

Submit Public Comment to 
public.comment@mckenziesd.
org all comments submitted before 
noon will be presented to the 
Board for review and submission 
to the meeting minutes

April 16
Board Meeting

4:30 pm

The McKenzie River Chamber 
of Commerce is a business organ-
ization of volunteers that provides 
members with key opportunities 
for visibility, marketing, support, 
and recognition. The board nor-
mally meets via Zoom. For more 
information contact: info@mc-
kenziechamber.com

April 16
Prepared for Summer?

6:30pm - 7:30pm

McKenzie Fire & Rescue Train-
ing Center, 42870 McKenzie 
Hwy, Leaburg.   Light refresh-
ments provided!

Important topics will include: 
Wildfire Safety,  Fuels Reduction, 
Evacuation Levels, and Personal 
Preparedness (water, food, etc.)

Weekly Meetings

Have an event
to share? 

Whether you’re hosting a workshop,
performance, or community gathering,

we want to feature it!
Click here or submit your event details 

at tinyurl.com/3j33kkxz

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, in church on Hwy. 
126 just east of Walterville.  You may also make prayer requests, or 
request an emailed or earth-mailed bulletin -- phone or send email 
to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We 
would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

McKenzie Community 
Events Calendar.

https://tockify.com/tkf2/submitEvent/6018c830f46a4c779946c586e53e84c0
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:quickslyfox@duck.com
mailto:chase@mckenziewc.org
mailto:Treasurer@McKenzieChamber.com
mailto:Treasurer@McKenzieChamber.com
mailto:public.comment@mckenziesd.org
mailto:public.comment@mckenziesd.org
mailto:info@mc�kenziechamber.com
mailto:info@mc�kenziechamber.com
mailto:info@mc�kenziechamber.com
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
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Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

Heading Nowhere

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING      CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING     CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Bath Tubs

Safe Step. North America¬ís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-459-4942

Coins & Jewelry
Buying US and foreign coins, 

currency, tokens, gold, silver, 
& jewelry. North Star Coin & 
Jewelry, 650 Main St., Springfield. 
541-746-5964. S=nscj--1/14.

Dental Insurance
Dental Insurance from Physic-

ians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-580-1387 www.
dental50plus.com/river #6258

For Rent
Newly built log-style 1,156 sq. 

ft. home. $1,749/mo, 52633 Mc-
Kenzie Hwy, Blue River. 

Featuring 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, and a versatile loft area 
perfect for an office or extra bed-
room, this home provides am-
ple space for your lifestyle. The 
kitchen boasts a new full-sized 
stainless-steel refrigerator, electric 
stove, microwave, and beautiful 
new wood cabinetry. A stackable 
washer and dryer add conven-
ience to everyday living. Owner 
just added a stand-alone storage 
shed. Tenants are responsible for 
all utilities. Contact Campus Con-
nection Property Management 
(541) 556-1144. b9/18

Funeral Home
Major Family Funeral Home. 

Family Owned Since 1961. 
Funerals ° Burials ° Cremations ° 
Monuments ° Keepsakes ° Video 
Tributes.  541-746-9667.

Personal
If you want to drink, that’s your 

business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 5:00-
6:00pm at the McKenzie Valley 
Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from 
the Walterville Shopping Center. 
N/c-sub 5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students 

- Beginners, Intermediate and 
Advanced - all ages. Profes-
sional jazz pianist, classically 
trained with years of teaching 
experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 
or email; kimberly@liquidsister.
com. http://www.liquidsister.com 
SKP-8/16ruc

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are 

meeting most Friday afternoons 
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
Training Center.  Please call 
Sara at (541) 896-3059 for more 
information.S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Services
Natures Friend Beautifying 

Co. Property/rental cleanup, 
restoration, tree work, blackberry 
& ivy destruction, pressure 
washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free 
appliance removal. Call Scottish 
541-913-8477. SB=JAB-2/27-
3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give 
me a call! The Wall Doctor - 

Serving the McKenzie River area. 
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, 
custody, support, property and 
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-5295. www.pa-
ralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

 Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-866-695-9265 today!

 Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous tax credit for 2025. 

Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

 We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get paid. 

Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-
866-249-8679.

 
 We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell 

your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 

Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. 
Call 1-855-980-4382.

 
The bathroom of your dreams 

in as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. 

No more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-844-659-1070 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off 
your entire order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an additional 10% off. 
Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North America¬ís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-855-900-9151

Truman is a male shepherd/col-
lie mix whose owner passed away 
suddenly from a heart attack. He is 
about 20 months old and friendly 
with people and other dogs. He is 
not neutered but we are willing to 
have it done when we find a home 
for him. If you’re interested in 
making him part of your family, or 
know someone who is, please call 
541-822-3358 and leave a mes-
sage.

Help this dog
find his new home

6
FREE (non-business) CLASSIFIED ADS FOR SUBSCRIBERS
Phone, Email or Mail - Deadline: Every Monday @ 5pm

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
❑ SUBSCRIBER NAME_______________________________ FREE 
CLASSIFIED
❑ Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per issue. All ads must be 
paid in advance or ad will not be printed. Amt. enclosed $___________ 

Mail to: McKenzie River Reflections, 59059 Old McKenzie Hwy., McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

About 16 years ago, I fell 
in love with an elegant, well-
educated, good-looking woman. 
We were madly in love and became 
a couple. I had just stepped out of 
a bad separation, but her divorce 
was even worse.

Our relationship soon got 
disturbed by strange events on 
her side, mostly when alcohol 
was involved—extreme jealousy, 
silence, and a domineering 
attitude. Sometimes she sent me 
away; other times I left the scene 
because I could not cope. On one 
Christmas Eve holiday she left me 
at the dinner table, took a plane, 
and went home.

My attempts to get her back 
were amazing; I even painted 
messages on the walls on the way 
to her house. A couple of times 
I tried to forget her with another 
relationship, but after some 
months I missed her so much I 
went back. She always received 
me with open arms, and we started 

all over again.
Strangely, during our 

separations she never tried to 
contact me or explain her attitude. 
Last year I gave it one last try, 
and she coldly asked me to leave. 
I left heartbroken and burned my 
bridges, even sending her a nasty 
email for the first time. Since then 
she haunts my mind; she was the 
love of my life. How can I get 
over this without hurting myself 
any longer?

Alex
Alex, you were in an on-again, 

off-again relationship for 16 years. 
You want to focus on the on-again 
part, but that is not where your 
attention should be. You should 
focus on what was wrong. You 
should focus on the part that 
wasn’t there.

In 16 years a child could go 
from the first day in school to a 
university degree. In that same 
period you could have had a 
16 year marriage to the right 
person. But you kept going back 
to something which was not 
working, and now, because you 
have not found another to be with, 
you focus on the good times with 
her.

She was with you because of 
her personality quirks and perhaps 
her alcoholism. Without those 
quirks and that habit, would she 
have been with you at all? If she 

were sober now, would she want 
you in her life as a reminder of her 
befuddled past?

Some people can only quit a bad 
habit when it goes to an extreme. 
They won’t watch their weight 
until they need to inject insulin. 
They won’t quit chewing tobacco 
until they’ve lost part of their 
cheek or gum. They are always 
behind, always in arrears. Their 
books are always overdue.

If you are going to have 
someone for the rest of your life, 
be open to it now. Life never goes 
backwards. It goes forward.

Wayne & Tamara
Bad Example

Both my mother and my mother-

in-law cater to the lazy, substance-
abusing, nasty members of our 
families. My husband and I visit 
our mothers regularly, invite them 
to dinner and such, while other 
family members seem to take 
them for granted. Still our mothers 
go out of their way to “help” these 
leeches. Why do you think they do 
this?

Lucy
Lucy, your mother and mother-

in-law don’t believe in taking 
matches away from children. 
They believe in running around 
and putting out fires. Though that 
is the description of an enabler or 
martyr, it does have an upside. It 
gives them a purpose in life.

You need to create a firebreak 
between your children and family 
members who play with matches. 
The danger is not that you will 
become thick-skinned about their 
plight, but that your children will 
become like them.

If you are not careful, your 
children won’t have to go out in 
the world to find bad influences; 
you will bring them right into 
your own home. You want your 
children to decide to be like mom 
and dad, not like Granny Enabler 
or Uncle Druggie.

Wayne & Tamara
Wayne & Tamara are the 

authors of Cheating in a Nutshell 
and As the Child of an Alcoholic.

Sofia

Fill your screen with 
McKenzie news

Subscribe to River Reflections’
digital edition - 52 issues/year for $3400

Subscribe  TODAY! ° tinyurl.com/4fer6e4n

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/09/extras/heading-nowhere/9193.html
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
http://www.liquidsister.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
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ACROSS
1. Ira ____ of NPR
6. Mr. Turkey
9. Gives the boot
13. Between octet and decet
14. Ginger one
15. Spherical bacteria
16. Popular ursine meme star
17. Public health org.
18. Mountaineer’s tool (2 
words)
19. *Fly larva
21. *World’s noisiest insect
23. Comic book shriek

24. Like some excuses
25. Food safety org.
28. Man Ray’s genre
30. Temporarily, legally speak-
ing (2 words)
35. Like unpleasant awakening
37. 4th down kick
39. Quarter-round molding
40. Computer operating system
41. Metal bar
43. Mine passage
44. Antonym of exhume
46. Expert
47. Strip of wood

INSECTS

48. Throws
50. It will
52. Concurrence word
53. Silo contents
55. Romanian money
57. *Bee’s bounty
60. *Boll weevil, e.g.
63. Aquarium scum
64. *Lightning bug trap?
66. Brandish
68. Part of a flower
69. Bonanza find
70. Courtroom excuse
71. Whiskey grain, pl.
72. Coniferous tree
73. #52 Across, pl.

DOWN
1. Econ. measure
2. Good earth
3. Wintour of “Vogue” fame
4. Marsh plant
5. Not impromptu
6. Diplomat’s asset
7. Antediluvian
8. Hajj destination
9. Cocaine plant
10. Got an A
11. March Madness org.
12. *Number of legs on an 
insect
15. Famous Roman orator
20. Giraffe’s striped-legged 
cousin
22. Mischief-maker
24. Opposite of energetic
25. *____ fly, first living crea-
ture sent to space
26. “I don’t know,” casually
27. #43 Across, pl.
29. *____ beetle, world’s 
strongest insect
31. *Shape of a ladybug or car-
pet beetle
32. Not tomorrow, not yesterday
33. Like basketball’s final eight
34. *Lepidoptera members, not 
butterflies
36. Demi Moore and Bruce Wil-
lis, e.g.
38. Reason for suit
42. Tutu fabric
45. Duran Duran’s 1984 hit, 
with The
49. “Monkey ___, monkey do”
51. Wiggle room
54. “Have a great time!”
56. Useful
57. Performance with acts
58. Lecherous look
59. “Betcha Can’t Eat Just One” 
brand
60. Tea or beer
61. Hawaiian flower garlands
62. Major European river
63. Acronym, abbr.
65. “Roses ____ red”
67. Bad-mouth, slangily

Solution on Page 9

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!
Click here or go to:

tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

Solution on Page 9

Transform Your Bathroom and Change Your Life.

Easy to Use
Premium Quality, 

Style, & Innovation
Professional

Installation Included
Lifetime
Warranty

Bubbles, Massage 
Jets, & More 

Made in
Tennessee

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-900-9151

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L.C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
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Have a news tip?
Contact rivref2@gmail.com

Continued From Page 1

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Philosophia Perennis

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

833-884-0041
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

April 9 - After retiring from 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
Dr. John McLoughlin, credited 
as the Father of Oregon, built a 
two-story home at Oregon City. 
Construction was finished in 1846 
and Dr. McLoughlin resided there 
until his death in 1857. For several 
years the house was used as a 
hotel. In 1909 demolition of the 
house was threatened but a group 
of Oregon City citizens recognized 
the historical significance of the 
home, took control and made it 
into a museum. Today the house, 
furnished with many of Dr. 
McLoughlin’s belongings, is part 
of the National Park Service and is 
open to the public.

By Anne Waldman
I turned: quivering yellow stars 

in blackness   
I wept: how speech may save a 

woman
The picture changes & promises 

the heroine   
That nighttime & meditation 

are a mirage

To discuss pro & contra here is 
mute

Do I not love you, day?
A pure output of teleological 

intentions
& she babbles, developing a 

picture-theory of language

Do I not play the delicate game 
of language?   

yes, & it is antecedent to the 
affairs of the world:   

The dish, the mop, the stove, 
the bed, the marriage   

& surges forth the world in 
which I love

I and I and I and I and I and I, 
infinitely reversible   

Yet never secure in the long 
morning texture

A poor existing woman-being, 
accept her broken heart   

& yet the earth is divinity, the 
sky is divinity

The nomads walk & walk.

Copyright Credit: Anne 
Waldman, “Philosophia Perennis” 
from Helping the Dreamer: 
Selected Poems, 1966-1988. 

Copyright © 1989 by Anne 
Waldman. Reprinted with the 
permission of Coffee House 
Press, Minneapolis, www.
coffeehousepress.com.

Anne Waldman has been an 
active member of what she terms 

the “outrider” experimental 
poetry community for more than 
four decades. She has written 
more than 60 books, including 
Fast Speaking Woman (2001), 
published by City Lights Books; 
Bard, Kinetic (Coffee House Press, 
2022); and Vow to Poetry (Coffee 
House Press, 2001). She is the 
author of selected poetry editions, 
including Helping the Dreamer 
(Coffee House Press, 1989), Kill 
or Cure (Penguin Books, 1994), 
and In the Room of Never Grieve 
(Coffee House Press, 2008).

Waldman is one of the founders 
and directors of The Poetry 
Project at St. Mark’s Church 
in-the-Bowery and a cofounder 
with Allen Ginsberg and Diane 
diPrima of the Jack Kerouac 
School of Disembodied Poetics 
at Naropa University, the first 
Buddhist-inspired university in the 
Western Hemisphere. Waldman 
is a distinguished professor of 
poetics at Naropa and continues 
to work to preserve the school’s 
substantial literary and oral 
archives and curate the celebrated 
Summer Writing Program. 

Waldman is a recipient of the 
Before Columbus Foundation’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award, a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the American Book Awards, a 2013 
Guggenheim Fellowship, and the 
Poetry Society of America’s Shelley 
Memorial Award. She also served 
as a chancellor of the Academy of 
American Poets. Waldman divides 
her time between New York City 
and Boulder, Colorado.

staff have been able to contribute 
to the Capital Chronicle with the 
latest No Kings coverage, where, 
reporting for both organizations, 
we were able to learn some of the 
Capital Chronicle’s processes for 
live protest coverage. 

For my final year at Willamette, 
I am transitioning into a new role 
in the campus newspaper as the 
editor-in-chief. I am excited to ap-
ply all that I have learned here to 
continue to support student jour-
nalists I continue to work with. 

As I am leaving the Capital 
Chronicle, I will have taken with 
me a lot of “firsts:” First legisla-
tive session, first hate email, first 
legal threat and as a whole, first 
journalism-based internship.

I have many people to thank 
including Capital Chronicle edi-
tor-in-chief Julia Shumway and 
reporters Alex Baumhardt, Mia 
Maldonado and Shaanth Nan-
guneri for their welcoming pres-
ence and guidance. I also want to 
thank AAJA Portland, Willamette 
University, The Collegian team, 
and everyone who has supported 
me through this journalistically il-
luminating and intense period.

Robin Linares is the Oregon 
Capital Chronicle’s AAJA Port-
land Peter Wong political re-
porting intern. She is currently a 
third-year student at Willamette 
University and the news editor at 
Willamette’s student newspaper, 
The Collegian.

Continued From Page 2

Guest Opinion

McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp 
at Blue River - are restricted to 
angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Trout Stocking Schedule: 
Trout stocking is underway 
on many lakes and reservoirs 
throughout the state. Releases 
of 8” to 10” hatchery fish this 
week were: Blue River Reservoir 
– 3,500, Blue River – 750.

Fish Counts
April 2, Willamette Falls

Spring Chinook – 123
Summer Steelhead – 491

Fishing
Report

whole lot thank you very much. 
Call Cliff Richardson at 541-972-
0763 or Laurel Meister at 541-
505-2636 and we will welcome 
you aboard for an incredible day 
at the Track!!!

Eagle Girls Take First Place 
At McKenzie River Relays

Boys Finish Second
The McKenzie Varsity Girls 

Track team defeated the field at 
the inaugural McKenzie River 
Relays, held last Thursday, April 
2, at the Aaron and Marie Jones 
Community Track. McKenzie 
earned 32 points to outpoint 
Toledo, 22 points, Glendale, 20 
points, Mohawk, 14 pts., and 
Crow, 12 pts.

The Eagle Varsity Boys team 
finished with 40 points, placing 
second in the team scores behind 
first place Glendale, which 
finished with 48 points. Crow took 
third with 24 points, followed by 
Mohawk, 22 pts., and Toledo, 10 
pts. 

McKenzie Girls won the MMR 
2600m event in a time of 10:19.25 
minutes. This medley relay event 
features four different distances 
combined and the Eagles 
competing were Myra Dion, 1200 
meters, Zyla Drake, 800 meters, 
Grace Weiss, 200 m., and Elle 
Epping, 400 meters. Mohawk 
finished second in 10:47.51 min.

The Eagle girls also won the 

DMR 4000m (distance medley) in 
a time of 16:31.30 minutes. That 
race featured Drake running the 
1200m, Miral Willis the 400m, 
Epping the 800m, and Dion the 
anchor leg 1600m. Toledo finished 
second in 17:28.85 min.

The McKenzie foursome of 
Ally Peek, Willis, Nelli Sullivan, 
and Claire Weiss finished first 
in the 4x200 Relay, posting a 
time of 2:08.09 min. Crow was 
second in 2:19.70 min. The SMR 
800m (sprint relay of 100 “100- 
200” 400m) race was won by 
the foursome of Jaiden Binford, 
Hannah Baker, Kassandra Turner, 
and Mia Dalton in a time of 
2:19.66 min. McKenzie’s B team 
of Sullivan, Mackenzie Wickizer, 
Peek and Dion finished second 
in 2:22.57 min. The Eagle A 
team followed in fourth place 
with a time of 2:30.39 min. That 
foursome was Grace Weiss, Lillia 
Meister, Mady Groggins and 
Drake.k 

Mindy Blomstrom of Toledo 
won the 100m Hurdles with a time 
of 20.05 seconds. The Toledo team 
of Blomstrom, Zoey Welch, Ellie 
Fragoso, and Tenaya Cordova 
won the 4x400 Relay in 5:26.55 
min.

Chloe Barba of Glendale 
who runs the event in 10:26.09 
minutes, a Personal Best time, 
won a 2000m Steeplechase.

Over on the Boys side of the 
meet, the Eagle A team of Rhys 
Hamlow, Fen Willis, Elijah 
Santiago, and Andrew Munoz 
Brown won the 4x100 Relay, 
posting a time of 47.1 seconds. 
Crow’s team took second in 49.1 
sec. The McKenzie C team finished 
the event in fifth place, timed in 
51.2 seconds. That foursome was 
Amir Enfield, Noah O’Daol, Cyrus 
Bennett, and Auden Vailes. The 
Eagle B team comprised of Jacob 
Norlund, Anthony Hunter, Jacob 
Peek, and Silas Jones finished in 
52.2 seconds, a sixth place finish. 

Cylas Sughroue ran a second 
place finish in the 2000m 
Steeplechase, timed at 7:51.72 
minutes. Simon Hruby, running 
unattached, won the event in 

7:43.19 min. Eagle Will Meister 
finished third at 8:13.41 min.

McKenzie won the 4x200 Relay 
in 1:40.27 minutes with the Eagle 
A team of William Valtinson, 
Willis, Brown, and Santiago. The 
Eagle’s B team of Vailes, Enfield, 
Owen Young, and Norlund took 
home a fourth place finish with the 
time of 1:51.07 min. The 4x400 
Relay was won by Glendale’s 
team in 4:07.46 min. McKenzie’s 
B team of Rylee Davis, Bennett, 
Young, and O’Daol finished 
third in 4:34.73 min. Mohawk’s 
SMR 800m team of Titus Fields, 
Edward Yi, Aaron Wallace, and 
Corbin Dalton won in 1:53.67 
min. The Eagle A team finished 
third in 2:01.88 min and that 
team was comprised of Valtinson, 
Davis, Norlund, and Jones.

The DMR 4000m event was 
won by Glendale’s team of Xander 
Freeman, Jezrahiah Cullett, Elijah 
Galinski, and Ethan Cullett, who 
posted a time of 12:59.12 min. 
McKenzie’s Sughroue, Davis, 
Bennett, and Meister collaborated 
to finish in 13:17.98 minutes, a 
third place finish. Glendale won 
the MMR 2600m in 8:06.76 
minutes. That foursome was E. 
Cullett, Aydin Leckie, J. Cullett, 
and Charles Bellando. Crow’s 
Julien Mull won the 110m Hurdles 
in 18.26 seconds.

Need to talk?
Call 988

mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
http://www.ricksteber.com
http://www.coffeehousepress.com
http://www.coffeehousepress.com
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Emergency?        Call 911 Emergency?   Call 911

UPS kept my $400 after 
damaging my computer 

— can it do that?

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes 
and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS 
COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG 
WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

855-892-0308
Switch & Save Today.

USFS to close Portland headquarters, research station
By Alex Baumhardt

The U.S. Forest Service plans 
to close a century-old Portland-
based forest research station and a 
regional U.S. Forest Service head-
quarters but open a new federal 
office in Salem in a massive re-
structuring of the federal agency.

The movements are part of a 
broad plan Forest Service officials 
announced Tuesday to move the 
agency operations westward, in-
cluding shifting headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., to Salt Lake 
City.

Officials will also close all 
nine regional Forest Service of-
fices across the country, including 
the Northwest office in Portland, 
and consolidate seven state-based 
research stations, including the 
100-year-old Pacific Northwest 
Research Station, also in Port-
land, into a single research station 
in Fort Collins, Colorado. Smaller 
Forest Service research and devel-
opment facilities in Corvallis and 
La Grande that are associated with 
the Pacific Northwest Research 
Station will remain open.

Brooke Rollins, head of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture that 
oversees the Forest Service, first 
shared her intentions to restruc-
ture the agency in July, explaining 
that it would reduce costs and put 
staff closer to federal forestlands, 
which are mostly in the West.

In addition to relocating its 
headquarters, the Forest Service 
will roll-out a “state-based organi-
zational model,” in which state di-
rectors will be assigned to 15 state 
offices throughout the country, 
including a new one in Oregon’s 
capital.

Lisa Bryant, a spokesperson 
for the Forest Service, did not 
provide many details about what 
the Salem office would look like, 
when it would open or who would 
lead it, but said that the new di-
rector will be “determined in the 
coming months.” Offices will in-
clude a “small leadership support 
team” with staff in charge of in-
tergovernmental coordination and 
communications, according to the 
agency’s announcement.

Joy Krawczyk, a spokesperson 
for the Oregon Department of For-
estry, said in an email it’s too early 

Monument Ranger Rebecca Hoffman (top right) and her staff at a meeting 
on Sept. 23, 2019 at Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument in the 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest in Washington. The forest is part of the U.S. 
Forest Service Region 6, who will lose its regional headquarters under a 
new plan from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Vaughn Warriner’s Apple 
computer gets damaged in transit 
when he sends it his granddaughter. 
Now UPS is refusing his $400 
claim. Can it do that?

I shipped my old 27” iMac to 
my granddaughter through the 
UPS Store. UPS lost it.

I had purchased $400 of 
declared value coverage and paid 
$53 for shipping. UPS told me to 
file a claim directly online which 
I did.

UPS asked for the serial number, 
proof of value, and even the 
original Apple purchase receipt 
from 2015. I provided all of it.

UPS then asked for the serial 
number. Then it asked for proof 
of value. Then it asked me for the 
original Apple purchase receipt 
from 2015. Finally, UPS asked me 
to provide the serial number of the 
computer. I provided all of it.

Then it asked me to upload 
everything again. The UPS site is 
confusing and seems designed to 
make me give up.

I spent hours on the phone and 
online chat with UPS and got 
nowhere. I’ve tried contacting the 
UPS executives on your site, but 
they have not responded. After 
five months of back and forth, 
UPS still refused to pay. Can you 
help me recover my money?

Vaughn Warriner, Irvine, Calif.
You bought UPS’ “declared 

value coverage,” which is UPS’ 

maximum liability if a package 
is lost or damaged. In theory, it’s 
supposed to reimburse you for 
the item’s actual worth, up to the 
declared value.

In practice, as you discovered, 
UPS makes the process so 
bureaucratic that many customers 
walk away. It demands serial 
numbers, receipts, invoices, and 
repeated uploads. 

UPS should have offered a way 
to file your claim quickly, and only 
once. I’ve seen this kind of thing 
before, and you’re absolutely 
right, the bureaucracy makes it 
look like they’re trying to make 
you give up. But you didn’t.

You did everything right: you 
saved the box, kept receipts, and 
even dug up a 10-year-old Apple 
invoice. Reaching out to a UPS 
executive should have worked. 
I list the names, numbers and 
emails of the UPS executives 
on my consumer advocacy site, 
Elliott.org.

Your case is a reminder of 
two things. First, if you declare 
a value, be prepared to prove it 
with receipts, serial numbers, 
and documentation. Second, 
persistence pays. UPS’ claim 
system may be confusing by 
design, but if you keep pushing — 
and bring in a consumer advocate 
when necessary — you can get 
what you paid for.

When I contacted UPS, it 
reviewed your case and agreed 
to pay $453 — the $400 declared 
value plus $53 for shipping. 

Christopher Elliott is the 
founder of Elliott Advocacy 
(https://elliottadvocacy.org), a 
nonprofit organization that helps 
consumers solve their problems. 
Email him at chris@elliott.org 
or get help by contacting him at 
https://elliottadvocacy.org/help/

© 2026 Christopher Elliott

Dustin Elliott

to know how the federal shakeup 
would impact the state agency’s 
work but that officials are excited 
to see a U.S. Forest Service office 
in Salem, and to hopefully partner 
more closely with staff there.

“We generally support the 
strengthening of state-based lead-
ership for mission implementa-
tion,” she said.

The closure of the Portland-
based U.S. Forest Service region-
al office and the Pacific Northwest 
Research Station are expected 
over the next two years, Bryant 
said. The two institutions have for 
years been resources for wildfire 
prevention, scientific research, 
forestland management and con-
servation across the Northwest.

The number of employees 
working for the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice Northwest Region Head-
quarters is unclear, but there are 
roughly 246 permanent, full-time 
staff — mostly scientists — em-
ployed by the Pacific Northwest 
Research Station, according to its 
website.

Closing the state-based research 
centers and moving the work to 
Colorado is meant to bring re-
search staff under a single leader-
ship structure, to “unify” priori-
ties, streamline decision making 
and cut down on administrative 
costs, according to the news re-
lease.

Bryant said staff will likely be 
relocated rather than cut.

“This effort is focused on 
modernizing how the agency is 

organized, not eliminating the 
workforce needed to deliver the 
mission,” she said, adding that 
current Forest Service employees 
will be offered the opportunity to 
remain with the agency at their 
current pay grade, though their 
work and where it takes place 
might change.

Bryant said Forest Service 
employees will get more guid-
ance “as different milestones ap-
proach,” but did not specify what 
those milestones are.

Restructuring the nation’s pri-
mary wildfire response agency for 
federal lands before the start of 
what is expected to be an intense 
wildfire season in the West will 
not be an issue, according to the 
news release, because the agen-
cy’s Fire and Aviation Manage-
ment program and the National 
Interagency Fire Center in Boise, 
Idaho will be untouched.

Senior reporter Alex Baum-
hardt covers education and the 
environment for the Oregon Capi-
tal Chronicle. Before coming to 
Oregon, she was a national radio 
producer and reporter covering 
education for American Public 
Media’s documentaries and in-
vestigations unit, APM Reports. 
She earned a master’s degree in 
digital and visual media as a U.S. 
Fulbright scholar in Spain, and 
has reported from the Arctic to 
the Antarctic for national and in-
ternational media and from Min-
nesota and Oregon for The Wash-
ington Post.

USDA /Cecilio Ricardo
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Making the Most
of Parent-Teacher Conferences

By Lane Tompkins
Superintendent

McKenzie Schools
As we begin the fourth 

quarter, this is an important time 
for reflection, goal setting, and 
strong communication between 
school and home. One of the best 
opportunities for that connection 
is right around the corner with 
Parent-Teacher Conferences. This 
week, I’d like to focus on how 
families and students can make 
the most of that time together.

Parent-Teacher Conferences are 
more than just a progress update, 
they are a chance to build shared 
understanding and partnership 
around each student’s growth. At 
McKenzie, we are continuing to 
evolve how conferences look to 
better reflect the skills and learning 
we value for our students.

This year, our third through 
sixth grade classes will be piloting 
student-led conferences. In this 
model, students take an active role 
in sharing their learning, reflecting 
on their progress, and discussing 
goals for continued growth. This 
approach helps students build 
ownership of their education while 
also strengthening communication 
skills and confidence.

Student-led conferences also 
align closely with our work 
around the McKenzie Graduate 
Portrait. Through input from 
students, families, community 
members, and staff, we have 
identified three core traits we 
want every McKenzie graduate 
to embody: Thinking Critically, 
Communicating Effectively, and 
Acting Responsibly. Conferences 
provide a natural opportunity for 
students to demonstrate these 
skills, explaining their thinking, 
sharing their work, and reflecting 
on their responsibilities as 
learners.

This is just the beginning of our 
implementation. We will continue 
refining and expanding how the 
McKenzie Graduate Portrait is 
implemented over the remainder 
of this year and into next year. 
We appreciate the partnership of 
our families as we take this step 
forward together.

For families preparing for 
conferences, a few simple 

approaches can make the 
experience even more meaningful. 
Come with a question or two in 
mind, encourage your student to 
share openly about their learning, 
and take time to celebrate progress 
along with identifying next steps. 
When students see adults working 
together in support of their success, 
it reinforces the importance of 
their effort and growth.

This week also brings a 
number of activities across the 
district as we settle into the 
fourth quarter. On Tuesday, our 
high school construction classes 
will take a field trip to Wildish 
Sand and Gravel, connecting 
classroom learning to real-world 
applications. On Wednesday, 
the McKenzie PTO will meet at 
6:00 p.m., and we appreciate the 
continued support they provide to 
our students and staff.

On Thursday, the middle school 
track team will travel to Mapleton 
for competition, and we will host 
Parent-Teacher Conferences that 
evening. Thursday also marks 
a special milestone, the third 
anniversary of the Little Eagles 
Preschool and Childcare Center. 
We are proud of the role Little 
Eagles plays in supporting early 
learning and serving families in 
our community.

Conferences will continue 
on Friday morning until noon, 
providing additional opportunities 
for families to connect with 
teachers. On Saturday, our high 
school track team will compete 
at the AMJ Invite hosted at the 
McKenzie Community Track and 
Field, and we look forward to 
another strong showing from our 
student-athletes.

As we begin this final quarter 
of the school year, strong 
partnerships between families and 
schools are more important than 
ever. Parent-Teacher Conferences 
are a valuable opportunity to 
strengthen those connections, 
celebrate growth, and set a clear 
path forward for the weeks ahead.

Thank you for your continued 
support and for taking the time to 
engage in your student’s learning. 
Together, we can help every 
McKenzie student finish the year 
strong.

plants is fairly obvious. But 
equally important to the outcome 
of the war, if not more so, was 
the Manhattan Project. It’s no 
coincidence that Hanford, where 
the fissile matter for the bombs 
used in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
was made, is situated on the 
Columbia River near the dams 
— nuclear weapons research and 
production requires enormous 
amounts of electricity.

Now, perhaps these needs would 
have been sated without McNary 
and Martin’s “unnecessary and 
superfluous” Bonneville Dam.

But also, perhaps — just perhaps 
— our production abilities would 
have fallen short of the challenge 
that was before us, and we would 
have lost the race to build nuclear 
weapons. The Germans were 
chillingly close to developing 
a working nuclear bomb when 
they were forced to surrender in 
1945. Without all those aluminum 
airplanes flying over Germany 
and dropping bombs on factories 

and ore refineries, they might very 
well have gotten there first.

Or, perhaps — and this is actually 
a more likely scenario — perhaps 
no nuclear bomb would have been 
developed during the war. The 
U.S. Marine Corps, at tremendous 
cost to both sides, would have had 

to conquer Japan street by street. 
And the world would have been 
denied the graphic, undeniable 
demonstration of the horrors of 
nuclear war that was the world’s 
gift and legacy from the victims 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. And 
consequently when the Cuban 
Missile Crisis came along in 1961 
... maybe Khrushchev or Kennedy 
would have pushed The Button ... 
and ended the world.

So, does that mean that the one 
man in Oregon politics who most 
resembles a cartoon supervillain 
actually saved the world from 
nuclear holocaust?

We’ll never know for sure, but 
… there’s a pretty good chance he 
did.

(Sources: Murrell, Gary. Iron 
Pants. Pullman, WA: WSU Press, 
2000; Gulick, Bill. Roadside 
History of Oregon. Missoula: 
Mountain Press, 1991; U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Publication 
EP870-1-42)

Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon 
State University and writes about 
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His 
most recent book, Bad Ideas and 
Horrible People of Old Oregon, 
published by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or suggest a 
topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com or 
541-357-2222.

Continued From Page 4

Save the world?

This postcard image of Bonneville Dam, viewed from the Washington side, 
comes from a hand-tinted postcard dating from circa 1945.

Salem Public Library/ Ben Maxwell
Charles Henry Martin gives a speech at the opening of the new Oregon State 
Capitol on Oct. 1, 1938, after he’d left the U.S. House of Representatives 
and been elected governor. This is the event at which Martin famously 
shouted “Get back, you bastards!” at the crowd waiting to enter the new 
capitol building. 

As Oregon’s “mosquito season” grows,
scientists find what bugs them

By Isobel Charle
Oregon News Service

The threat of rare, but deadly 
disease is rising alongside mos-
quito populations in the North-
west. In response, scientists are 

There are more than 200 species of mosquitoes in the U.S, but only about 
a dozen of which spread viruses and parasites to people. 

researching how mosquitoes de-
tect a common compound in natu-
ral repellents.

A warming climate has length-
ened “mosquito season” in the 
Northwest, in some places by 

more than a month.
Jeffrey Riffell, a biology profes-

sor at the University of Washing-
ton, said the problem is not just 
that mosquito populations are in-
creasing; they are also becoming 
resistant to common insecticides.

“These are chemicals like per-
methrin and others used to control 
local mosquito populations, or 
even ones that we spray on our-
selves,” he said, “and so we really 
need to find ways to prevent mos-

quitoes.”
Riffell said his international 

team has identified the receptor 
on mosquitoes’ antenna that de-
tects borneol, a chemical used in 
natural insect repellents. With this 
information, Riffell plans to iden-
tify new chemicals that could be 
even more repellent to the bugs. 
He said borneol smells good and 
is common in many aromatic 
plants such as rosemary.

Riffell said the team is also us-
ing CRISPR gene-editing technol-
ogy to create genetically modified 
mosquitoes that cannot detect bor-
neol. He explained that being able 
to turn off the gene that makes 
mosquitoes avoid the compound 

Adobe Stock

allows them to test how effective 
it is.

“When we do that, we have 
these mosquito strains that can’t 
smell this borneol repellent,” he 
said. “They don’t really care any-
more. Whereas the wild type that 
we have around us are really high-
ly repelled.”

Riffell said this work is timely 
because, with a warming climate, 
mosquitoes are moving north, 
along with the diseases they car-
ry. He said mosquitoes that carry 
dengue and zika virus are already 
present in California, and could be 
as far morth as Seattle in as few as 
50 years.

publicnewsservice.org

Need to 
talk?

Call 988

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/09/extras/as-oregons-mosquito-season-grows-scientists-find-what-bugs-them/9204.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/09/extras/making-the-most-of-parent-teacher-conferences/9199.html
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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Forest Service headquarters to relocate to Salt Lake City

By Alixel Cabrera
The headquarters of the U.S. 

Forest Service will move from 
Washington, D.C., to Salt Lake 
City, the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture announced Tuesday, a 
move the agency described as a 
“common-sense approach to im-
prove mission delivery.”

Noting that the lands, partners 
and operational challenges it 
serves are overwhelmingly in the 
West, the agency said in a news 
release it hopes to “begin a sweep-
ing restructuring” of the office by 
moving its leadership closer to the 
forests and communities it serves.

“Effective stewardship and ac-
tive management are achieved 
on the ground, where forests and 
communities are found — not 
just behind a desk in the capital. 
Through this transition, we will 
strengthen our connection to the 
forests and the people who de-
pend on them, while supporting 
our employees and honoring the 
dedication that has always defined 
our service,” Forest Service Chief 
Tom Schultz said in a statement.

In addition to the relocation, 
the Forest Service will also start 
a transition to a “state-based or-
ganizational model,” in which 15 
state directors will be assigned 
throughout the country oversee-
ing the agency’s operations within 
one or more states. The office 
locations are planned for states 
including Alabama, Alaska, Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, 
New Mexico, among others. 

All regional offices are set to 
close under the new model, though 
some facilities will be retained 
to serve other needs. The formal 
restructure will be implemented 
over the coming year, the agency 
said in the release.

The news was welcomed by 
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, who said 
in a social media post that the re-
location means hundreds of jobs 
coming to the state “and better, 
faster decisions on the ground for 
the people who rely on our public 
lands, from ranchers and timber 

producers to families who work 
and recreate there.”

Cox also said in a statement that 
moving into a more state-focused 
approach “strengthens federalism 
and helps the Forest Service do its 
job more effectively.”

However some environmen-
talists were less pleased with the 
announcement, arguing that the 
agency’s headquarters should be 
where federal policy is made.

“This is a costly bureaucratic 
reshuffle that will hand more 
power to corporations and states 
like Utah to log, mine and drill 
the public’s forests for private 
profit. It punishes career staff who 
deserve so much better,” Taylor 
McKinnon, Southwest director at 
the Center for Biological Diver-
sity said in a statement. “National 
forests belong to all Americans. 
Our nation’s capital is where fed-
eral policy is made and where the 
Forest Service headquarters be-
longs.”

Under the restructuring, the 
Forest Service is also planning on 
consolidating research operations 
leadership, going from govern-
ing structures in multiple research 
stations to a single research orga-
nization located in Fort Collins, 
Colorado.

“These changes are designed to 
unify research priorities, acceler-
ate the application of science to 
management decisions, and re-
duce administrative duplication,” 
the agency said in the release. 

The headquarters of the U.S. 
Forest Service will move from 
Washington, D.C., to Salt Lake 
City, the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture announced Tuesday, a 
move the agency described as a 
“common-sense approach to im-
prove mission delivery.”

Noting that the lands, partners 
and operational challenges it 
serves are overwhelmingly in the 
West, the agency said in a news 
release it hopes to “begin a sweep-
ing restructuring” of the office by 
moving its leadership closer to the 
forests and communities it serves.

“Effective stewardship and ac-
tive management are achieved 
on the ground, where forests and 
communities are found — not 
just behind a desk in the capital. 
Through this transition, we will 
strengthen our connection to the 
forests and the people who de-
pend on them, while supporting 
our employees and honoring the 
dedication that has always defined 
our service,” Forest Service Chief 
Tom Schultz said in a statement.

In addition to the relocation, 
the Forest Service will also start 
a transition to a “state-based or-
ganizational model,” in which 15 
state directors will be assigned 
throughout the country oversee-
ing the agency’s operations within 
one or more states. The office 
locations are planned for states 
including Alabama, Alaska, Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, 
New Mexico, among others. 

All regional offices are set to 
close under the new model, though 
some facilities will be retained 
to serve other needs. The formal 
restructure will be implemented 
over the coming year, the agency 
said in the release.

The news was welcomed by 
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, who said 
in a social media post that the re-
location means hundreds of jobs 
coming to the state “and better, 
faster decisions on the ground for 
the people who rely on our public 
lands, from ranchers and timber 
producers to families who work 
and recreate there.”

Cox also said in a statement that 
moving into a more state-focused 
approach “strengthens federalism 
and helps the Forest Service do its 
job more effectively.”

However some environmen-
talists were less pleased with the 
announcement, arguing that the 
agency’s headquarters should be 
where federal policy is made.

“This is a costly bureaucratic 
reshuffle that will hand more 
power to corporations and states 
like Utah to log, mine and drill 
the public’s forests for private 
profit. It punishes career staff who 
deserve so much better,” Taylor 
McKinnon, Southwest director at 
the Center for Biological Diver-
sity said in a statement. “National 
forests belong to all Americans. 
Our nation’s capital is where fed-
eral policy is made and where the 
Forest Service headquarters be-
longs.”

Under the restructuring, the 
Forest Service is also planning on 
consolidating research operations 
leadership, going from govern-
ing structures in multiple research 
stations to a single research orga-
nization located in Fort Collins, 
Colorado.

“These changes are designed to 
unify research priorities, acceler-
ate the application of science to 
management decisions, and re-
duce administrative duplication,” 
the agency said in the release. 

This story was originally pro-
duced by Utah News Dispatch, 
which is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network which 
includes Oregon Capital Chron-
icle, and is supported by grants 
and a coalition of donors as a 
501c(3) public charity.

Pine Valley Reservoir in Dixie National Forest.

Larry N Young/Getty Images

weather conditions prevented the 
helicopter from reaching the exact 
location. The team was dropped 
near Lower Three Creeks Snow 
Park and, with assistance from a 
passerby, made their way closer 
before skiing approximately two 
miles uphill to reach the snow-
boarder.

Additional Search and Rescue 
volunteers, including snowmobile 
operators, skiers, and medical per-
sonnel, were mobilized to support 
the operation.

A break in the weather later in 
the evening allowed an Oregon 

Army National Guard HH-60 
Black Hawk helicopter, carrying 
a paramedic, to access the site at 
around 8:20 p.m. The woman was 
stabilized on scene before being 
flown to St. Charles-Bend for fur-
ther medical treatment.

In total, 22 Search and Rescue 
volunteers and a Deschutes Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputy participated 
in the rescue. Agencies assisting 
included the Oregon State Search 
and Rescue Coordinator from the 
Oregon Department of Emergen-
cy Management, Air Link, and the 
Oregon Army National Guard.

Continued From Page 1

Broken Top Rescue

50-Minute EMS Gap

 Rescuers skied for about two miles uphill to reach an injured snowboard-
er.

Continued From Page 1
volunteer-staffed Basic Life Sup-
port ambulance to move patients 
closer to advanced care — either 
by meeting an incoming ambu-
lance or transporting them to a 
helicopter landing zone.

The effort gained momentum 
with the donation of a 2019 am-
bulance from Jacqueline Gius-
tina, given, Zeni said, “so others 
may live.”

Turning that concept into real-
ity, however, has required navi-
gating a complex regulatory pro-
cess.

The district began seeking 
licensure through the Oregon 
Health Authority in July 2025, 
while also coordinating with Lane 
County and Eugene-Springfield 
Fire, which oversees the region’s 
designated Ambulance Service 
Area. Initially, officials were told 
a letter of approval from Lane 
County was required before the 
state could conduct an inspection. 
Despite multiple meetings, that 
approval was not granted.

A change in state regulations 
at the start of 2026 removed that 
requirement, allowing the district 
to proceed. On Feb. 17, Upper 
McKenzie completed its inspec-
tion, covering facilities, protocols 
and personnel. A complaint re-
lated to earlier emergency patient 
movements briefly delayed the 
process, but on March 31, the dis-

trict received its ambulance pro-
vider license.

Even with state approval, a key 
barrier remains.

Under current Lane County 
code, the district cannot operate 
its ambulance locally because the 
area falls within an existing Am-
bulance Service Area assigned to 
another provider. District officials 
say they have been working since 
2024 to resolve the issue and re-
cently submitted a third proposal 
to amend county code to allow 
limited operations.

As discussions continue, the 
district is urging community 
members to stay engaged and par-
ticipate in public meetings, em-
phasizing that any changes will 
require coordination with county 
leaders and Eugene-Springfield 
Fire.

Zeni said the goal is not to over-
haul the current system, but to 
strengthen it in a way that reflects 
the realities of rural response 
times.

“This is not about changing the 
entire system,” he said. “It’s about 
making sure the system works 
when it matters most.”

For communities along the Up-
per McKenzie, the question now 
is whether local initiative and 
county policy can align — and 
whether faster access to care can 
be brought closer to home.

Emergency?
Call 9-1-1

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/04/09/news/forest-service-headquarters-to-relocate-to-salt-lake-city/9197.html


   Thursday, April 9, 2026	 McKenzie River Reflections	 Page 13

Snagged at Fish Rock

LCSO

media experts note it may reflect a 
growing national trend: the rise of 
“zombie newspapers.” These are 
defunct publications that continue 
to publish online content despite 
no longer operating as legitimate 
newsrooms.

“Zombie newspapers” can ap-
pear active, posting articles reg-
ularly, but investigations have 
revealed much of their content is 
either AI-generated or attributed 
to fabricated bylines. Such prac-
tices raise serious concerns about 
misinformation and the erosion of 
public trust in local media.

Similar cases have been re-
ported in Oregon. The Ashland 
Daily Tidings, founded in 1876 
and closed in 2023, still main-
tains an active website publishing 
near-daily articles, many of which 
appear to be automated and carry 
fake bylines — sometimes even 
misusing the names of real jour-
nalists. After Medford’s Mail Tri-
bune ceased operations in 2023, its 
digital presence vanished entirely, 
later replaced by the Rogue Valley 
Times, which has since reduced 
its operations, illustrating the pre-
carious state of local journalism.

The takeover comes as Oregon 
continues to experience a decline 
in local news coverage. Stud-
ies indicate more than a quarter 
of small-town newspapers in the 
state have closed in recent years, 
leaving 68 percent of Oregon’s in-
corporated cities — and three en-
tire counties — without dedicated 
local news sources.

The entity controlling the 
McKenzie River Reflections’ 
page, Marketing AI Lexi, was 
launched by Guo Zhenyu, who 
left Alibaba in 2024 to create an 
AI-driven advertising platform. 
Lexi produces ad campaigns with-
in Meta’s online ecosystem, and 

the company has already reported 
rapid international growth.

Even in communities where 
newspapers survive, many outlets 
are now owned by hedge funds or 
large media chains, often operat-
ing with skeleton staff. Critics call 
these operations “ghost newspa-
pers” for their limited reporting 
and reduced community cover-
age.

Social media is a crucial distri-
bution channel for small newspa-
pers, meaning that the takeover of 
an account can instantly sever a 
paper’s connection with its read-
ers. In this case, decades of his-
torical content accumulated by 
McKenzie River Reflections have 
been repurposed under a different 
identity.

Following the name change 
several supporters of the news-
paper started complaing on the 
Marketing AI Lexi Facebook 
page its content was the property 
of River Reflections. In response, 
Marketing AI Lexi deleted all 
previous Reflections postts dating 
back to 2011.

While the circumstances re-
main under investigation, media 
analysts warn this could signal a 
new tactic: hijacking the digital 
identity of historic newspapers to 
lend credibility to unrelated or AI-
generated content. Such practices 
blur the line between legitimate 
journalism and deceptive publish-
ing, compounding the challenges 
posed by “zombie news” sites.

In response, McKenzie River 
Reflections has filed multiple 
complaints with Facebook and 
reported the theft of intellectual 
property to both the Lane County 
District Attorney and Oregon’s 
Attorney General. Legal action 
is also under consideration as the 
situation continues to develop.

Rise of “Zombie News”
Continued From Page 1

“If you make a product good enough... the public will 
make a path to your door, says the philosopher. But if you 
want the public in sufficient numbers, you would better con-
struct a highway. Advertising is that highway.”

William Randolph Hearst

Advertising is an integral part of a successful business. It 
is not enough to have a good internal operation. Let people 
know you want their business by making the “McKenzie 
Connection.”

Advertise your goods and services in River Reflections and 
show your neighbors you support your local community.
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rivref2@gmail.com
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dinates for the obstructions are 
44.18771, -122.06962.

Authorities say the first block-
age is situated along river right 
on a relatively straight stretch of 
water and may be passable under 
certain conditions. The second ob-
struction, however, poses a great-
er concern. Located midstream at 
a fork in the river, it may or may 
not be safely navigable depending 
on water flow and debris move-
ment.

Officials noted that some por-
tage options may be available 
along river left, though conditions 
can vary.

The sheriff’s office advises 
river users to avoid this section if 

possible or proceed only with heightened awareness and caution.
Deputies with the Lane County Sheriff’s Marine Patrol are currently 

coordinating with local organizations to assess the situation and explore 
mitigation options.

The obstructions were reported on April 2.

Continued From Page 1

April 2: 12:32 p.m: Abandoned 
Vehicle - Marcola Rd.

4:24 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 7600 blk, Thurston Rd.

7:50 p.m: Repossessed Vehicle 
- 36700 blk, Trestle Dr.

8:09 p.m: Attempt To Locate 
Drunk Driver - Billings Rd.

April 3: 1:46 p.m: Reckless 
Endangering - Blue River Rd.

2:52 p.m: Restraining Order 

Service - 7600 blk, Thurston Rd.
4:56 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 

- 92700 blk, Regal Ln.
5:56 p.m: Suspicious Conditions 

- 38300 blk, McK. Hwy.
8:57 p.m: Assist Public - Angels 

Flight Rd.
April 4: 12:05 p.m: Disabled 

Vehicle - Marcola Rd.
12:49 p.m: Fraud - 89300 blk, 

Old Mohawk Rd.
12:55 p.m: Fraud - 87700 blk, 

Collins Ln.
2:38 p.m: Animal Complaint - 

54900 blk, McK. Hwy.
8:57 p.m: Assist Public - Angels 

Flight Rd.

Sheriff’s
Report
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April 5: 1:15 a.m: Motor 
Vehicle Accident, Injury - Marcola 
Rd.

2:19 p.m: Assist Fire Department 
- 93700 blk, Marcola Rd.

3:28 p.m: Illegal Dirt Bikes - 
40500 blk, McK. Hwy.

3:44 p.m: Foot Patrol - Marcola 
Rd.

3:54 p.m: Citizen Contact - 
Marcola Rd. Milepost 4.

Comments, as reported, may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Shop at Home, it makes $ense

mailto:rivref2@gmail.com



