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Want fresh eggs?
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Care for chickens correctly and they’ll reward 
you with cartons full of fresh eggs.

Christmas Foods
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Raccoon is nice eating if cooked right. 
(Generally this meant parboiling the raccoon, 
then roasting it with stuffing.)
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Should River Street be closed?
Opponents support keeping Blue River route open

Bridge rebuilt to last
Fish Lake Creek crossing reconnects Clear Lake loop

Two accidents end in deaths
Wrecks were on McKenzie Hwy. & McKenzie View
A man was killed after a high speed chase 

on Highway 126 last Saturday night. Ac-
cording to Springfield Police Department 
Sergeant Pete Kirkpatrick, a patrol officer 
at a red light on 42nd Street and Main, ob-
served a dark-colored Range Rover pass 
him eastbound on Main Street at 80 to 90 
miles per hour just before 10:30 p.m. The 
officer tried to keep the  the Range Rover in 
sight and initiate a stop, but wasn’t able to 
due to extremely high speeds, 

While officers were searching the area 
of Highway 126 and Thurston Road, a 911 
caller reported a car had crashed in the 
38000 block of the McKenzie Highway. 

Officers arrived on the scene within sec-
onds to find the same vehicle they had pre-
viously seen. They reported the driver of 
the vehicle had died.

Kirkpatrick said an investigation is cur-
rently underway. Alcohol and speed are be-
lieved to be contributing factors.

The following night, Oregon State Troop-

CLEAR LAKE: A bridge 
at the north end of Clear 
Lake was reconstructed this 
year with an eye to the fu-
ture. One ton I-beams were 
used in the process, replac-
ing log stringers and sills 
that were still intact and 
useable - but showing their 
age.

The rebuild, over the 
Fish Lake Creek, on the 
McKenzie River Ranger 
District, was a training op-
portunity, enlisting more 
people than normally nec-
essary for similar work.  
About 25 people helped 
on the bridge. Those col-
laborative efforts included 
the Santiam River Zone 
Trail Crew, the U.S. Forest 
Service - Umpqua National 
Forest Tiller Ranger Dis-
trict Recreation Crew, and 

River Street was dedicated as a public road on a subdivision named Cascade Parks in 1911.

From September 6th to October 19th, workers combined steel 
and wood to more than double the projected lifespan of the 
Fish Lake Creek Bridge.

ers responded to a two-vehicle collision 
to assist the Lane County Sheriff’s Office. 
According to LCSO reports, one vehicle was 
fully engulfed and the other was on its top 
when officers arrived on the scene around 
9:30 p.m., near the intersection of Coburg 
Road and McKenzie View Drive.

The driver of the overturned vehicle 
was trapped inside and later pronounced 
deceased. Police said the passenger was able 
to exit with visible injuries. The driver of the 
other, fully engulfed vehicle fled the scene 
on foot but was later located several hours 
after the crash.

OSP completed a collision reconstruction. 
Videos of the suspect were obtained via in-
car and a body camera prior to his leaving on 
foot. Police said a black Ford F150 involved 
in the crash was used to commit a crime. 
Anyone with information on the incident 
is asked to call the Lane County Sheriff’s 
Office at 541-682-4150.

BLUE RIVER: A plan to 
block one of Blue River’s 
few paved roads will be 
decided following a public 
hearing by the Lane County 
Board of Commissioers. 
If approved, a section of 
the road would lose public 
status and revert to private 
ownership.

The request to vacate part 
of the street was filed with 
the Lane County surveyor’s 
office on November 18th by 
Earth Quest Partners, LLC, 

Christopher LaVoie, and the 
Willamette National Forest. 
Notices of the filing were 
sent to 43 area landowners 
as well as 15 public agencies 
and utilities. “With the 
feedback received thus far, 
this item would need to be 
heard by the BCC with a 
public hearing,” according 
to Mikeal Blommé, the 
county surveyor. Additional 
public comments must be 
submitted by Friday.

Currently, River Street is 

classified as a Local Access 
Road (LAR). LAR’s are 
public roads that people are 
allowed to use but aren’t 
maintained by the county. If 
vacated, the county would 
also not be responsible 
for removing any asphalt, 
installing guardrails, or 
creating berms to block 
vehicles.

Chris LaVoie says safety 
issues were behind the idea to 
explore the closing the road 

Canal report coming  
EWEB to hear general manager’s recommendations

EUGENE: At next Tuesday’s Eugene 
Water & Electric Board meeting, 
utility commissioners will hear from 
General Manager Frank Lawson and his 
recommendations on what to do with the 
aging Leaburg hydroelectric project. 

The facility includes a dam, canal, 
forebay, penstocks, powerhouse, tailrace, 
and substation. Constructed in the 1920s 
with reinforced concrete and steel, the 
dam structure impounds run-of-the-river 
flows on the McKenzie River and diverts 
water into the Leaburg Canal which travels 
approximately 4.5 miles downstream to 
the powerhouse.

The four proposed alternatives for the 
future configuration of the project include:

Alternative 1, which would involve the 
full removal of all facilities to pre-project 
conditions – as if the Leaburg Project was 
never built.

Under Alternative 2, EWEB would 
fully renovate all facilities back to peak 
performance configuration. Work would 
address structural issues by removing and 
rebuilding certain parts of the canal, and 
address the seepage problem by lining 
the entire canal with a High-Density 
Polyethylene (heavy plastic) barrier.

Alternative 3 would include a mix of 
a “return-to-service” and “stormwater 
conveyance” strategies. This proposal 
would include adding a new powerhouse 
higher up the canal at the Luffman 
Spillway (about 1 mile from the dam). 
Additional work would include repairs 
and alterations to the canal downstream 
of the new powerhouse to transition it 
into a stormwater channel. Alternative 
3 also compares the costs of repairs and 
alterations to the potential power and 
revenue generation EWEB would be 
able to recoup. It would also preserve the 

River Street - Page 2

utility’s water rights for power generation.
Under Alternative 4, EWEB would 

decommission the canal, combining “storm-
water conveyance” alterations to sections 
of the canal with the restoration of other 
parts of the Leaburg Project to pre-project 
conditions - including a new spillway at 
Johnson Creek and modifying the Luffman 
spillway. The utility notes Alternative 4 
would be “flexible” by converting short-
term risk reduction measures into a long-
term solution.

Full removal (Alternative 1)  or Full 
restoration) (Alternative 2) would be 
the most expensive due to the extensive 
construction and repairs required throughout 
the entire project and facilities.

Ongoing maintenance to the Leaburg Dam  
included work to the structure’s roller gates 
in 2014.Bridge rebuild - Page 2



WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date High Low Rain Releases
11/22	 50	 32	 0.42	 346	cfs
11/23	 47	 40	 0	 NA
11/24	 53	 34	 0	 346	cfs
11/25	 52	 33	 0.18	 346	cfs
11/26	 45	 35	 0	 346	cfs
11/27	 43	 34	 0	 346	cfs		
11/28		 39	 32	 0.85	 	422	cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
11/22	 60	 32	 t	 2,060	cfs
11/23	 52	 40	 0.36	 2,320	cfs
11/24	 57	 35	 0	 2,280	cfs
11/25	 55	 33	 0	 2,280	cfs
11/26	 56	 35	 0.24	 2,220	cfs
11/27	 47	 35	 0.09	 2,190	cfs
11/28	 46	 38	 0.90	 2,820	cfs
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to through traffic. Those issues 
included “local drivers speeding 
through town at crazy speeds,” 
as well as campers/partiers from 
nearby Blue River Reservoir 
“flying down the road,” including 
a drunk driver who “flew over 
Blue River Dr and landed like this 
next to the Historic Ranger H ome 
and took out a power line.”

People who support keeping 
the road open have referred to 
emergency exit concerns related 
to the Holiday Farm Fire

“This roadway should remain 
an accessible throughway and 
not closed off.,” according to 
Betsy Gabriel. “The road is an 
alternative access and egress 
road in emergency situations,as 
well as one of convenience and 
maneuverability. The Blue River 
water District also has lines in the 
area.”

Joshua Cloke says many locals 
have utilized the road as way to 
access Blue River for swimming 
and fishing, as well as a path to 
enter and exit the highway. “There 
has only been one wreck on that 
road in the five years I have lived 
in Blue River. In fact this wreck 
was not due to the road. It was due 
to a drunk driver driving way to 
fast down Blue River Road and hit 
a telephone pole.” 

Cloke also points to a main 
water line that runs down that 
road, including two gate valves 
and a fire hydrant that “would be 
useless to our community without 
through access.”

He says River Street is “one of 
the better roads in the community. 
It is far better than most roads 
on the other side of the river in 
downtown Blue River.”

Under the proposed closure, 
there would still be limited access 
from Hwy. 126 to the River Path 
Park and parking area on the banks 
of Blue River.  LaVoie said he’s 
committed to keeping the river 
path open and accessible but there 
have been problems withhomeless 

McKenzie Varsity Sports 
Schedule This Week

The McKenzie Varsity Girls 

Continued From Page 1

River Street

and Boys Basketball teams host 
Yoncalla on Saturday, December 
3. The Girls game will tip off at 
5:30 pm and the Boys game will 
follow at 7:00 pm. 

The Eagle Boys travel to Alsea 
on Monday, December 5, for a 
game starting at 7:00 pm. The 
Eagle Girls and Boys host Siletz 
Valley on Tuesday, December 6, 
with the Girls starting at 5:30 pm 
and the Boys game beginning at 
7:00 pm.

Willamette dam
operations up for review

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACE) has published a 
draft Environmental Impact State-
ment (DEIS) that reviews opera-
tions and maintenance of USACE 
projects within Oregon’s Wil-
lamette River Basin. The Corps 
manages a complex operation that 
includes storing and releasing wa-
ter from 13 Willamette River Basin 
system reservoirs to meet various 
needs and demands throughout 
the year such as flood control, fish 
and wildlife, hydropower, recrea-
tion, irrigation, water supply, wa-
ter quality, and navigation.

The last EIS that evaluated the 
Willamette Valley System opera-
tions was completed in 1980. Over 
the ensuing four decades following 
completion of the 1980 EIS (1980 
– 2022), operations have been 
modified and structural measures 
for fish passage and temperature 
control have been implemented to 
improve conditions for ESA-listed 
fish species. Information relevant 
to the environmental effects of op-
erating the system has also been 
acquired since the 1980 EIS was 
finalized, including information 
related to ESA-listed fish species. 

The DEIS describes and evalu-
ates impacts related to a No Action 
Alternative and seven action alter-
natives that address the Proposed 
Action. A Preferred Alternative is 
also identified in the DEIS. The al-
ternatives are each a unique suite 
of measures for Willamette Valley 
System management options.

Measures are characterized into 
general categories, including flow, 
water quality, downstream fish 
passage, upstream fish passage, 
and measures common to all ac-
tion alternatives such as gravel 

augmentation and operation and 
maintenance of adult fish facilities 
among others. Anticipated impacts 
were analyzed for all environmen-
tal and social resources potentially 
affected under each alternative. 

The Corps will consider all com-
ments received during the com-
ment period and will respond to 
comments in the Final EIS. If ap-
plicable, the Final EIS will reflect 
changes to the DEIS based on pub-
lic comments and/or information 
made available since publication 
of the DEIS. All public comments 
will be included in the USACE EIS 
record. Public comments must be 
submitted in writing or via email 
correspondence by email or postal 
service mail. To Submit Comments 
through Email To Submit Com-
ments through the Postal Service 
Send email correspondence to: 
willamette.eis@usace.army.mil 
Please add “Willamette Valley 
System Draft EIS” in the subject 
line of the email. Send postal serv-
ice comments to: U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers Attn: CENWP-PME-
E / Willamette EIS P.O. Box 2946 
Portland, OR 97208-2946 Please 
add “Willamette Valley System 
Draft EIS” in the subject line of 
submitted letters. 

Virtual public meetings  are 
scheduled for Tuesday, Decem-
ber 6th, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. and 
on  Thursday, December 8th, from 
noon to 2 p.m. The weblink will be 
posted on the project website. 

In-person meetings will be held 
in early January 2023 and their 
time and location is currently to be 
determined. Once meeting venues 
are available, details will be post-
ed on the project website: tinyurl.
com/79mv99wk.

campsites in the area, “filled with 
garbage and drug paraphernalia 
– the entire time worried I might 
get jabbed with a used needle.”

Access to the trail will still be 
available at either end, he says. 
“They just will not be able to 
drive through River Street. That 
said – We would like to see the 
community come together and 
find an option for maintaining the 
River Path.”

Written comments on the 

proposal must be submitted by 
5 p.m. on December 2nd to the 
Lane County Surveyor’s Office, 
3050 N. Delta Hwy, Eugene, OR 
97408.

Blommé said “if the petitioner’s 
wish to move forward with this 
request, the date of the public 
hearing would be determined at 
a later date.  Notifications will be 
provided by mailing or posting as 
to the time and date of the public 
hearing.”

Bridge rebuilt
Continued From Page 1

volunteers from the Scorpions 
Trail Crew. The reconstruction 
was partially funded by the Great 
American Outdoors Act. 

The log stringer and sills of the 
old bridge were intact and useable 
but reaching the end of their life.  
In addition, the log railing was 
also starting to rot and fail.

Since there was no road ac-
cess to the bridge, workers hauled 
the I-beams 8/10’s of a mile to 
the bridge site using a motorized 
wheelbarrow and a customized 
trailer. Additionally, connecting 
and setting the beams in place re-
quired skyline cables and innova-
tive solutions. 

“Combining wood and steel and 

switching from log to concrete 
abutments and steel I-beam 
stringers more than doubled the 
projected lifespan of the bridge,” 
according to Dylan McCoy, 
Lead Wilderness Ranger for the 
McKenzie River Ranger District.  
“Much of the wood used was for 
aesthetic reasons, not structural, 
and it will require replacement 
before the lifespan of the bridge is 
reached.”

During the summer months lots 
of work is accomplished on the 
Willamette National Forest in ad-
dition to firefighting efforts. More 
details on some of the work com-
pleted this summer will be high-
lighted in future issues.

The spillway at Cougar Dam.



Nov. 21: 16:27: 41000 block, 
McK. Hwy. False Alarm- 
Accidental Medical Alarm.

Nov. 22: 4:50: McK. Hwy./
Milepost 29. Motor Vehicle 
Accident. Non-Injury/Non-Block-
ing Patient Refusal.

9:45: 40000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Public Assist. 

9:47: 88000 blk, Ross Ln. 
Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, Patient Refusal.

11:45: 87000 blk, Cedar Flat 
Rd. Public Assist. Public Assist.
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Emergency? Call 911

Nov. 20: 6:47 a.m: Dispute - 
92200 block, Treston Ln. Verbal 
dispute between caller and caller’s 
niece and niece’s boyfriend.

11:30 a.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - Gemstone Rd. & 
Camp Creek Rd. While out for 
a walk, a caller located property 
to include a cell phone. Deputies 
were able to make contact with the 
owner. 

5:42 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 90700 blk, Hill Rd. Dispute 
between caller and caller’s juvenile 
son. No injuries reported. 

Nov. 21: 9:57 a.m: Theft - 
38300 blk, Wendling Rd. Bicycle 
stolen from Mohawk high school.

10:50 a.m: Burglary - 87000 
blk, Cedar Flat Rd. A known 
suspect was reported to have 
stolen undisclosed property from 
a residence.

3:22 p.m: Menacing - 39400 
blk, Mohawk Loop Rd. A caller 
reported that his landlord menaced 
him with a shotgun. Deputies 

responded and investigated but 
were unable to establish evidence 
consistent with this statement.

Nov. 22: 7:45 a.m: Assault - 
90600 blk, Lure Ln.

9:03 a.m: Suspicious 
Conditions - 39400 blk, Mohawk 
Loop Rd. A black Mustang with 
no license plates was reported to 
in the area.

12:27 p.m: Attempt To Locate 
Drunk Driver - Camp Creek Rd. 
& Upper Camp Creek Rd.

2:31 p.m: Civil Service - 44300 
blk, McK. Hwy.

5:00 p.m: Dead Animal - 34800 
blk, McK. View Dr.

Nov. 23: 1:42 p.m: Water 
Rescue - 90300 blk, Thomson 
Ln.

2:00 p.m: Welfare Check - 
36600 blk, Parsons Creek Rd.

5:19 p.m: Reckless Endangering 
- 39400 blk, Mohawk Loop Rd. 
Ongoing dispute between landlord 
and tenant. No crime articulated.

5:57 p.m: Assist Fire Dept. – N. 
Gate Creek, Milepost 1.

6:38 p.m: Dead Animal - 
Wendling Rd. & Cartwright Creek 
Rd.

6:48 p.m: Motor Vehicle 
Accident, No Injury - Marcola 

Rd. & Conley Rd.
Nov. 24: 3:14 a.m: Alarm - 

7000 blk, Thurston Rd.
8:34 a.m: Alarm - 90700 blk, 

Hill Rd.
12:12 p.m: Suspicious Vehicle 

- Leaburg area.
4:46 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 

Hwy. & N. Gate Creek Rd.
4:53 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 

Hwy. & N. Gate Creek Rd.
6:14 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 

Hwy. & Horse Creek Rd.
7:04 p.m: Vehicle Stop - McK. 

Hwy. & Horse Creek Rd.
9:27 p.m: Traffic Hazard - 

36100 blk, Camp Creek Rd.
11:34: p.m: Disturbance, 

Dispute - 89800 blk, Greenwood 
Dr. Verbal dispute between caller 
and another party. No crime 
articulated.

Nov. 25: 11:08 a.m: Disturb-
ance, Dispute - 42800 blk, McK. 
Hwy. A person unsuccessfully 
attempted to steal gas from an area 
business, then tried to vandalize 
the business.

11:57 a.m: Citizen Contact 
– Mt. Hagen Rd. & McK. Hwy.

5:43 p.m: Disturbance, Dispute 
- 44800 blk, McK. Hwy. A male 
has been camping near an area bus 
stop. The caller reported the male 
built a fire and threatened to beat 
the caller up when the caller put 
his fire out. 

6:18 p.m: Assist Fire Depart-
ment - McK. Hwy. mp 22.

We have over 30 years experience specializing in  McKenzie  Real  Estate.  
Contact us for a professional no-obligation market analysis, or for assistance 
with all your real estate needs.

MOVE TO A PLACE
THAT MOVES YOU

McKenzie	River	Specialist
Exceeding	Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top	Producer	at

Windermere	Real	Estate	since	2010*
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

*	based	on	Winderemere’s	annual	Top	Producers	List

Explore a treasure trove of McKenzie River history -
in the back issues of this newspaper. Go to: tinyurl.com/2rkpksen
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Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

6:32 p.m: Harassment - 87500 
blk, Cedar Flat Rd.

7:40 p.m: Vehicle in Ditch - 
Marcola Rd. Mp. 3.

7:46 a.m: Illegal Camping - 
44800 blk, McK. Hwy.

8:15 p.m: Vehicle Stop - 
McGowan Creek Rd. Mp. 2.

10:45 p.m: Vehicle Stop - 
McGowan Creek & Quarry,

Nov. 26: 8:35 a.m: Suspicious 
Vehicle – McK. Hwy. & Thurston 
Rd.

8:50 a.m: Animal At Large - 
37900 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

10:48 a.m: Harassment - 90900 
blk, Marcola Rd.

11:16 a.m: Incomplete 911 Call 
- 54800 blk, E. King Rd.

4:22 p.m: Foot Patrol - Walt-
erville Pond.

2:43 p.m: Vehicle Stop - Mar-
cola Rd. & Shadows Dr.

2:55 p.m: Vehicle Stop - Mar-
cola Rd. & Shadows Dr.

5:05 p.m: Found Animal - 
38000 blk, Camp Creek Rd.

Nov. 27: 12:47:38 p.m: Welfare 
Check - Aufderheide Dr. & Gamby 
Ln.

Nov. 28: 9:36 a.m: Criminal 
Mischief - 39200 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd.

2:51 p.m: Traffic Hazard - 
Marcola Rd. & Donna Rd. 

Comments as reported may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County Sheriffs 
Office.

Serving
The Entire
McKenzie

Valley
McKENZIE

DISPOSAL L.L.C.
DARIN and CHERI FULLER

Owners
Phone 541-988-3016

PO Box 695, Walterville, OR 97489

Nov. 21: 19:19: Motor Vehicle 
Accident - McK. Hwy./FS 2654 
Rd. Caller crashed off McK. Hwy. 
Down embankment, not injured.

Nov. 25: 07:01: Medical – 
59000 block, N. Belknap Springs 
Rd. Female patient.

Nov. 26: 10:15: Medical 
– 55000 blk, McK. River Dr. 
Female patient.

Nov. 29: 11:07: MVA – 
Milepost 6, Clear Lake Cutoff. 
Single vehicle into ditch.

The Upper McK. Fire District 
board of directors will hold its 
monthly meeting at 7 p.m on 
Wednesday, December 21st, at the 
McK. Fire Station, 56578 McK. 
Hwy. in McKenzie Bridge.

Continued On Page 8
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Every now and then, thought 
Doc, that opportunity comes back 
to haunt me. Like it is right now 
on this crisp morning walk. It 
came early in his medical life, an 
invitation to join with a famous 
big hospital Back East. He’d make 
more money, he knew, and there 
was the seductive challenge of 
being on the cutting edge of what 
the world of medicine had to offer 
to the world of people.

He stopped for a minute and 
looked up through the stark tangle 
of bare limbs on a cottonwood 
tree. The filigree patterns of early 
winter never grew old to Doc. 
Sometimes they reminded him of 
capillaries or the branching out of 
small spring creeks heading for a 
trout river. And sometimes, they 
were just pretty to look at and 
deserved a pause in Doc’s morning 
walk.

He and his wife, known to 
everyone as Mrs. Doc, had come 
here to the valley many years ago. 
Each had become a local institution 
the way these things go in a small, 
rural area. They both regretted not 
having any children of their own, 
but the devotion each felt for the 
other tended to at least partially fill 
that emotional cavity.

Jeffrey Martin came trotting 
along the sidewalk on his way to 
school. Had his book backpack 
and lunch too.

“Mornin’ Doc!” he said.
“Hey Jeff. How’s school?”
“Just fine. Gotta run. I’m late.”
Doc smiled after him. Third 

grade this year? Close to that 
anyway. Jeffrey had been a difficult 
birth. So had Jeffrey’s mother. And 
Doc had been there for both of 
them. There’s more than one way 
to have a family, Doc thought, 
smiling.

---------
Give a kid’s life a boost.  

https://secure.nokidhungry.org

By Slim Randles

McKenzie River Crossings

Oregon’s friends in...... Page 8

By Carl Stephens
Reprinted from

McKenzie River Reflections
August 27, 1982, edition

So much of the time we go busily 
about our everyday life with no 
thought of how our area got to be 
the way it is now. I find that most 
people really take interest in and 
enjoy the area much more once 
they learn something about the 
history behind it. As we go gliding 
up the McKenzie Highway, how 
many of us ever give any thought 
to what this route was like or what 
traveling it was like, say 100 years 
ago!

I’ll not dwell on the road-
highway at this time but would 
like to rap some about the various 
river crossings encountered some 
seventy to ninety years ago along 
this great McKenzie River that we 
call homeland. .

It seems that Jacob C. Spores 
settled along the McKenzie River 
near what is now Coburg, arriving 
there on September 5, 1847. He 
may have started the first public 
crossing when he used a canoe 
to transport foot traffic across the 
river in the vicinity of Armitage 
Bridge in 1848. In 1850 he built 
a ferry to transport travelers and 
their vehicles and livestock across 
the river. A couple of his neighbors 
proceeded to do likewise and 
attempted to run Mr. Spores out 
of business. A legal battle arose 
and all three were instructed to 
appear before the authorities. On 
the appointed day the river was 
running extremely high. Spores 
appeared but the other two men 
failed to show up. Mr. Spores was 
given full right to continue in the 
ferry business, which he did until 
a covered bridge was built at the 
site by now known as Spores 
Crossing, in 1878. The bridge was 
239 feet long. and cost $9,080 to 
build. In 1881 another 102 feet of 
approach was added. This bridge 
served until it was replaced in 
1928 by a steel bridge 343 feet 
long, at a cost of $56,276.93. 

About three or four miles up 
stream we find Deadman Ferry 
that operated for a good many 
years. A couple of miles further up 
river were the two Seavey ranches 
on the north bank where large 

fields of hops were grown. Their 
only access for many years were 
their ferries. Even the hop picking 
crews were brought in on the ferry 
it was in use until sometime in the 
late 40’s. Their departure came 
out onto Hayden Bridge Road in 
the vicinity of the present Page 
School.

On up river, Madison (Matt) 
Spores, son of Jacob C. Spores, 
operated a ferry at “the Narrows,” 
now known as Hayden Bridge. It 
was replace by a covered bridge 
also. This bridge was built in 1874, 
the same year that the first bridge 
was built across the Willamette 
River at Springfield.

The same man was given 
the contract for building both 
bridges and had both of them 
under construction at the same 
time. I am told that a large barge 
like structure was brought in and 
suspended in the middle of “the 
Narrows” to put the temporary 
false work up on to hold the 
bridge span until the truss work 
was completed and could stand 
alone. The river runs very deep 
through “the Narrows,” measured 
at 69 feet of water. Therefore it 
would be near impossible to stand 
the false-work on the river bottom 
as was the usual method. 

The Hayden Bridge was a 217-
foot span with short approaches 
on either end. A steel bridge was 
built on the upstream side of the 
covered bridge in 1926. It was 

replaced by the present concrete 
bridge about 1968 or 1979. An 
interesting note here: This last 
bridge was built along side its 
permanent location, the other 
bridge removed and then the new 
bridge was slid over into place.

It was reported that the first 
ferry crossing between Cedar 
Flats and Walterville was near the 
curve at the east end of Cedar Flats 
Main Street. Due to the widening 
and growing shallowness of the 
channel through the years, the 
ferry crossing had to be moved to 
where the water was deep enough 
to allow the ferry to operate.

Caswell Hendricks built and 
operated a ferry at what is now 
Hendricks Wayside Park. I have 
not learned when this ferry was 
put into operation but am told 
it was there as of 1877. Mr. 
Hendricks had a homestead on 
the south bank of the McKenzie 
River and had built his house in 
the vicinity of McKenzie Hwy. 
and Deerhorn Road. He operated 
the ferry for many, many years, 
possibly up until 1897. Fee was 
5O cents for years then went up 
to $1.00.

Mr. Herbert C. Thompson 
wrote for the “Old Oregon” in 
the October 1923 issue about his 
first trip into the mountains in 
1891. He recalled the following 
as they left “The struggling cross 
road village of Springfield, or 
Slab Town as it is nick-named 
due to its sawmill. But as we 

proceeded the mountains steadily 
narrowed down on us until we 
entered groves of maples and 
other native woods, anticipating 
the timberline. My journal records 
that we lunched near Hendricks 
Ferry. I recall distinctly the scene: 
A little green Jummock for our 
table with a spread of alders. Mr. 
Brown, a sturdy old Englishman 
with gray chin beard streaked with 
tobacco juice and a gruff manner 
that belied his kindly heart, 
slung off his saddle and lay the 
streaming horse blanket for our 
tablecloth. Mr. Young, bearded, 
hearty farmer with the gentlest 
voice and manner in the world, 
noticed my twitching nose and 
came to my rescue. ‘Don’t you 
think Mr. Brown that the blanket 
is just a leetle strong?’ he asked 
in a conciliatory and tactful tone. 
Mr. Brown grunted and slung 
the blanket aside, whereupon we 
placed our cold snack on clean, 
fresh newspapers.

There was a certain show of 
formality observed by these old 
pioneers in their relations to each 
other. They did not slap each other 
on the back like the primitive 
Westerners of the movies and they 
always “Mistered” each other.” 
(End quote)

The ferry crossed from the 
gravel bar on the Deerhorn side 
(south bank) to the sandy beach on 
the north side. Just off the present 
parking lot of Hendricks Wayside. 

20
23

It’s time to vote for
the Reader’s Choice 

for the McKenzie River’s
Man, Woman &

Business of the Year

Cast your vote by December 23rd

Fax, write, or email their name and  an explanation of 
why you think  they’re the best in the McKenzie Valley

59059 Old McKenzie Hwy.
McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

Fax: 541-663-4550
rivref@wildblue.net

This Space
For Rent

rivref2@gmail.com
FAX 541-663-4550

Quote of the Week

“To achieve great things, two 
things are needed; a plan, and not 
quite enough time.”

Leonard Bernstein

The Blue River Covered Bridge.

Louis Polley
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Care for chickens correctly and 
they’ll reward you with cartons 
full of fresh eggs. Get it wrong and 
the eggs stop coming.

The good news is that getting 
it right isn’t difficult, said Jim 
Hermes, a poultry specialist for 
Oregon State University Extension 
Service. Give them appropriate 
feed, water and shelter from the 
worst weather of winter and you’ve 
covered the bases.

Make bagged feed from feed 
stores the food of choice. It’s 
formulated for each stage of life – 
baby, adolescent, and adult – with 
the correct nutrient requirements. 
Starter feeds are for chicks from 
hatching to about six weeks old; 
grower and developer mixes go to 
chickens from 6 to 17 weeks, and 
layer or breeder feed is made for 
those producing eggs.

If you can’t keep your variously 
aged chickens separated, there 
are feed mixes labeled “general 
purpose” that is appropriate for 
all ages. For laying hens, though, 
you’ll need to add calcium in 
the form of oyster shells or egg 
production drops.

The biggest mistake chicken 
owners make is to supplement 
too much, Hermes said. Don’t 
consider leftovers from the kitchen 
or vegetable garden an important 
part of their diet. They’ll eat those 
treats first and not as much as the 
chicken feed, which dilutes the 
number of nutrients in their diet. 
When that happens, chickens are 
more susceptible to disease and 
will produce fewer eggs.

“If it’s a high-fiber, leafy green 
vegetable, it sounds good, but it 
just has water, sugar, and fiber,” 
said Hermes, author of Extension’s 
newly revised publication How to 
Feed Your Laying Hens. “The fiber 
goes through them, they already 
have water and they don’t need 
sugar.”

“If you’re going to supplement, 
a little bit is OK,” he added. “It’s 
just like with kids, give them a 

little snack. What they can finish 
in 10 to 15 minutes.”

Scratch – a mixture of grains, 
usually wheat and corn – is an 
acceptable supplement as long as 
it’s not overused. A little tossed on 
the ground encourages chickens 
to scratch, which gives them 
exercise. In the process, they’ll 
find nutrient-filled insects.

Chickens will eat little pebbles 
called grit if they need them to 
grind up wheat, corn, or insects. 
It’s available at feed stores, but 
often they’ll find what they need 
on the ground. Unlike people, layer 
chickens don’t overeat, so feed 
should be left out continuously.

“You’ll rarely see a fat layer 
chicken,” Hermes said. “They eat 
to satisfy their energy requirements. 

If they go without feed for a day, 
they’ll go out of production. So 
keep feed in front of them all the 
time.”

As winter approaches, be sure 
to have a place for your chickens 
to get out of bad weather. Though 
they have excellent down jackets, 
chickens suffer if their combs 
or feet get too cold. The tips of 
combs can freeze if temperatures 
dip to 10 degrees or lower. If they 
do, there’s the chance of gangrene, 
which causes damage, pain, and 
fewer eggs.

Hermes noted that hens need 
to nest in places that are a foot 
or more above the ground as 
protection against dogs, raccoons, 
and other predators.

Be sure to keep water available. 
If it freezes, put out fresh water or 
break the ice. There are water pan 
heaters available or you can even 
put a light bulb in a coffee can and 
place the dish on top.

There’s no need for heat lamps 
to warm adult chickens, but to 
keep hens laying you’ll need to 
supply artificial light from about 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. The light needs 
to be just bright enough to read 
a newspaper; the type of bulb 
doesn’t matter. Once started, the 
light program must be continued, 
Hermes said. Even a one-day lapse 
can cut down or eliminate egg 
production. He suggests using a 
timer to keep things on schedule.

Find more information 
about raising chickens in these 
publications:

° Living on the Land: Backyard 
Chicken Coop Design

° Raising Chickens in Urban 
Environments

° Why Did My Chicken Stop 
Laying?

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS, 
OLD AND NEW

Now is the time our thoughts and 
plans turn toward the Christmas 
holiday season. The traditions 
for our family often consist of 
a combination of old and new. 
Many come to us from our parents 
and grandparents. Then we often 
combine them with customs of 
our own.

My parents grew up celebrating 
Christmas at different times. So 
we had a medley of customs, 
resulting in an expanded holiday 
for us children.

Mother’s family opened their 
gifts on Christmas Eve, then 
had their big dinner Christmas 
Day with relatives often visiting. 
Father’s family had their gifts on 
Christmas morning.

So they compromised. Mother 
let us open one gift the night 
before Christmas, and we enjoyed 
the remainder the next morning 
after Father and the hired man 
milked the cows and ate breakfast. 
(That was such a long wait.)

We always let our daughter open 
one gift on Christmas Eve, and 
she carried out that tradition with 
her children. What traditions have 
you carried on or combined?

Christmas Foods
My family generally had roast 

chicken for Christmas dinner 
because we raised chickens on 
our dairy farm and sold eggs 
commercially. Turkey was a 
special treat.

In reading through the auto-
biographical notes Father wrote 
for me one winter when he was 
ill, I’ve learned about one of his 
Christmas meals.

During his youth, in the early 
1900s, my father trapped in the 
woods and meadows around their 
farm, catching beaver, mink, and 
raccoon and sold their pelts. 

Once just before Christmas, I 
caught a very large raccoon, about 

25 pounds. We had it cooked and 
also a 20-pound turkey I’d raised 
for Christmas and New Year’s. We 
asked some neighbors in. Raccoon 
is nice eating if cooked right. 
(Generally this meant parboiling 
the raccoon, then roasting it with 
stuffing.)

More Holiday Traditions
Another holiday tradition 

Father mentions: We [Father and 
his older brother Charles] went to 
Sunday school and usually walked 
the two miles. A big event was 
Christmas. The children usually 
got something like candy and 
oranges.

Oranges were a treat in my 
parents’ day as well as when I 
was a child. These weren’t readily 
available, so given as gifts at the 
Sunday School Christmas program 
and in our stockings on Christmas 
morn. Tangerines in our stocking 
we considered a very special 
delicacy when I was a child.

APPLESAUCE CAKE was a 
recipe my Aunt Freda made. (She 
lived in Dover, NH and married 
my uncle who came there from 
New York State to establish a 
veterinary practice.)

Cream thoroughly 1/2 cup 
shortening and 1 cup sugar; add 
2 beaten eggs and mix well. 
Add 1-cup thick, unsweetened 
applesauce, then the sifted dry 
ingredients ( 2 cups flour, 1/2 
teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon baking 
powder, 1/2 teaspoon baking soda, 
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon).

Beat smooth and fold in 1-cup 
raisins. (You can add 1/2 cup 
chopped walnuts, if desired.) Bake 
in greased 8-inch square pan at 
350 degrees F. for 45-50 minutes, 
until tests done. Serve plain or 
with frosting or whipped topping.

(c) Mary Emma Allen
 
Mary Emma Allen writes from 

her NH home.

Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny
By Mary Emma Allen

Country Kitchen

Tips to keep chickens in a laying mood

Gossip?

Or facts?

Choose
McKenzie
River Reflections

MRR

Dangerous Tree Removal
Cabling & Bracing

Stump Removal
Tree Trimming/Hedge Pruning
Roof Cleaning/Storm Damage
Yard Restoration/Curb Appeal

541-936-1757
centurytreesinc.com

centurytrees@yahoo.com

Century Trees, Inc.
Scott	Woods	

Owner

CCB#183064

Insects provide good nutrition but aren’t a replacement for well-balanced 
feed mixtures.
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Community Notes
Nov. 25 - Dec. 31

Ornament Contest
Ornaments have been placed on 

three non-wilderness trails in the 
McKenzie Ranger District. People 
should take only take one ornament 
per household so other families 
can enjoy the same thrill. Every 
ornament on a given trail features 
the same design. Beginning on 
November 25th, eagle-eyed hikers 
and visitors can hit the trail to track 
down an ornament; once they’ve 
found one, they can register to 
win the grand prize - and put the 
ornament on their tree in their 
home. Ornaments will be placed 
on family-friendly trails and 
more arduous paths alike, giving 
hikers of all abilities the chance 
to win. Details will be released 
on November 25th at: tinyurl.com/
39nc5nn9.

December 3
Christmas Bazaar

Even though Christmas lights 
and décor have been evident along 
McKenzie Highway for several 
weeks, the area’s seasonal festivi-
ties actually “kick off” with Vida 
McKenzie Community Center’s 
Annual Christmas Bazaar. The 
Bazaar will be held at Walterville 
Community Center and Grange on 
Saturday, December 3rd, from 9 
a..m. to 3 p..m. 

Guests will be greeted by the 
wonderful smells of breakfast and 
lunch items offered at the snack 
bar and by the glitter and charm of 
gift items offered by over 20 arti-
sans. A Children’s Choir from Mc-
Kenzie School will be performing 
at 10, followed by the arrival of 
Santa Claus at 10:30.

Santa’s Workshop will pro-
vide an opportunity for children 
(young and old) to snap a photo 
with Santa or for youngsters to 
decorate Christmas cookies, cre-
ate hand-made Christmas cards 
or shop for their family (all items 
$10 or less.) A bevy of raffle items 
will be waiting for the lucky win-
ners and guests will also learn 

about the wonderful progress in 
the rebuilding of Vida McKenzie 
Community Center, destroyed in 
the 2020 Holiday Farm Fire. 

Since VMCC is partnering with 
the “Bottle Boys” to raise money 
for non-profits in the McKenzie 
Valley, guests are encouraged to 
bring bags of cans and bottles to 
the Bazaar to aid in this valley-
wide recycling effort. 

VMCC’s Christmas Bazaar is 
a not-to-be-missed event. Come 
one! Come all! 

December 9
McKenzie Food Pantry

Free groceries provided in ac-
cordance with Oregon Food Bank 
and Food For Lane County guide-
lines for food distribution to those 
in need. 2nd & 4th Friday, at the Mc-
Kenzie Bridge Christian Church 
from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Shop for 
yourself or have food delivered to 
car. Questions? - call Robin 541-

844-8838.

Light up the Valley
December 9

The McKenzie River Chamber 
of Commerce is sponsoring a 
Light up the Valley contest for area 
businesses. Vote for your favorite 
business lights by 5 p.m. on 
Friday, December 9th at: Nadine@
windermere.comm. Winners will 
be announced at a Holiday Lights 
Depot event on December 11th, 
with prizes awarded for 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd place finishers. It will 
be held from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
Leaburg Fire Station.

December 10
Library Grand Opening

McKenzie Fire Station Commu-
nity Room and Leaburg Library

The Leaburg Library will cel-
ebrate the Grand Opening of the 
“Angler’s Roost” from 2 to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, December 10th. The 
new one-of-a-kind collection fea-
turing over 500 rare, collectible 
fly-fishing books donated by Tom 

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, either in church on 
Hwy. 126 just east of Walterville, or on our Facebook livestream.  You 
may also make prayer requests, or request an emailed or earth-mailed 
bulletin -- phone or send email to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@
gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Ripp, and a smaller collection do-
nated by the estate of Kevin Win-
ter. This collection includes books 
about fly-fishing, fly-tying, lake 
fishing, river fishing, best places 
to fish here and abroad, history 
of fishing, books by legendary 
authors, diaries and memoirs, 
wonderfully written stories with 
beautiful illustrations, books that 
everyone would enjoy reading.

The celebration will begin in the 
Community Room at 2 p.m. with 
opening remarks, an overview of 
the collection by Tom Ripp, and 
the dedication, followed by an 
open house at the library where 
people can peruse the collection.

Refreshments will be served in 
the Community Room and in the 
Library during what’s sure to be a 
fun afternoon.

December 13
Holiday Dinner

The Walterville Grange will 
host an Open House and Holiday 
Dinner at 6 p.m. on December 
13th. On the menu will be turkey, 
ham, dressing, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, rolls, coffee and juice 
as well as side dishes and desserts 
people are encouraged to bring. 
Visiting and viewing displays will 
start at 6 p.m, followed bt dinner 
at 6:30 and a program at 7:30. The 
Grange is located at 39259 Camp 
Creek Road in Walterville.

December 13
Reforestration

Oregon State University Exten-
sion Services will host a discus-
sion on Reforestation after the 
Fire to discuss considerations for 
planting trees after a property has 
experienced a fire. Topics will in-
clude reforestation practices, veg-
etation management, dealing with 
overhead dead wood, and creating 
planting plans. The Oregon De-
partment of Forestry will be avail-
able to answer questions about 
forest practice laws and regula-
tions, as well as other, partner or-
ganizations that provide resources 
for after fire recovery.

The event, from 2:30 to 4:30 
p.m, is free, but registration is 
required. It will be held at Mc-
Kenzie Fire and Rescue, 42870 
McKenzie Highway in Leaburg. 
Please register for the event to re-
ceive meeting information. This is 
a hybrid event and you can attend 
in-person or online. Register here: 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
lane/events/reforestation-after-
fire-lane-county.

Season of giving trees
The Upper McKenzie River 

Fire District has one at the Upper 
McKenzie fire station, another at 
the Orchid Clinic in Rainbow, and 

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU SOLUTION

By Eric Tegethoff
Oregon News Service

Oregon nurses are urging state 
lawmakers to make hospitals bet-
ter and safer places to work.

With the 2023 legislative ses-
sion just around the corner, the 
Oregon Nurses Association is 
calling for changes to ensure 
minimum staffing standards based 
on patient numbers and account-
ability for hospitals so there are 
enough nurses on the floor.

Matt Calzia, director of nursing 
practice and professional develop-
ment for the Oregon Nurses Asso-
ciation, said the lack of staffing 
has real implications for patients. 
For instance, if a nurse goes on 
break for lunch, another nurse as-
sumes care of their patients, dou-
bling the other nurse’s workload 
during that time.

“So when you’ve just had knee 
surgery and if that period of time 
falls when you need your next pain 
medication dose, it may be delayed 
because right now your nurse ac-
tually has eight patients instead of 
four,” Calzia explained.

Calzia pointed out turnover is 
higher now than during the Delta 
wave of the pandemic because 
nurses are burned out. According 
to the union, turnover was 2% in 
2021.

Sean Kolmer, senior vice presi-
dent of policy and strategy for 
the Oregon Association of Hos-
pitals and Health Systems, coun-
tered under the union’s proposal, 
“community hospitals will have 
no choice but to reduce access to 
services if they are unable to hire 

enough staff” and argued there is 
a staffing shortage in the state.

Paige Spence, director of gov-
ernment relations for the Oregon 
Nurses Association, said along 
with minimum safe staffing re-
quirements, the union proposal 
would ensure Oregon’s current 
staffing law is enforceable and 
provide accountability when 
nurses make complaints. In addi-
tion, Spence emphasized an an-
nual review of the staffing plan 
would include the number of 
missed meal and rest breaks over 
the past year.

“To ensure that the staffing 
levels going forward are robust 
enough to accommodate nurses’ 
abilities to take the rest break 
which they need for sanity and 
physical well-being, and also 
are entitled to by law,” Spence 
stated.

Calzia refuted claims the state 
has a shortage of nurses.

“It’s not a pipeline issue; it’s a 
turnover issue,” Calzia stressed. 
“You have more nurses leav-
ing the bedside than you can get 
in, and then you’re just burning 
through them.”

Burnt out, OR nurses call 
on lawmakers for support

A legislative proposal from Oregon nurses would require certain staff 
numbers depending on the hospital unit 

kovop5/Adobe Stock

one at the McKenzie Community 
School. Ornaments have been 
place on the trees with an age 
range on it. People can take one of 
the ornaments and leave the other 
one, purchase a gift suited for the 

age and have it preferably at the 
school or the fire station by the 
December 9th. For questions call 
Lacy Joy 541-554-0209 or Jess 
Boykin at 541-654-9292.
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Five years ago, my father left 
my mother for another woman. 
I wish my father could have 
remarried a nice, decent person, 
but unfortunately he didn’t. His 
wife is a manipulative, money-
oriented woman who shows no 
love for my father.

Of course, this is his problem, 
but unfortunately his wife went 
on a hate campaign against me. I 
tried to smile back and be pleasant, 
but she uses every opportunity to 
insult me. She won’t let my father 
do me any favors. At Christmas he 
gave me a present but said not to 
tell her. 

My brother and I went on 
a weekend trip with them and 
walked on eggshells the whole 
time. My father said not to make 
any noise because “she needs her 
beauty sleep” and “she noticed 
you always lie in the best deck 
chair.” I’m the sort of person who 
looks for the best in everyone, but 
this is terribly upsetting.

I am lucky my father lived 
abroad, and I didn’t see much of 

them. Now he’s moved back, and 
she came back with a big bang! 
My baby was sick so I couldn’t 
pick them up at the airport. They 
took a taxi. She told me I was a 
horrible person and scolded me 
like a small child.

Enough is enough. For the first 
time in five years, I exploded. My 
father apologized on her behalf, 
and asked me to do the same for 
not picking her up. He said she’s 
never apologized to anyone in her 
life and “if you don’t apologize, 
we won’t be able to have a normal 
relationship.”

I didn’t cede. I thought if I don’t 
stand up for myself, she will keep 
acting like this. She told my father, 
“It’s her or me.” Although my 
father drops by to see me and his 
granddaughter, he’s never invited 
me to his house, and true enough, 
she never apologized.

This is the first time in my life 
I have experienced such behavior. 
Sometimes I wonder if there is 
something wrong with me. Do I 
have to accept that this woman 
has damaged my relationship with 
my father forever?

Allison
Allison, your father isn’t this 

woman’s husband. He is her chief 
of protocol and her emissary to 
the rest of the world. He thinks 
his duties include telling others 
how low to bow or curtsey in the 
presence of this regal personage.

Like any good protocol officer, 
he smoothes ruffled feathers, 
deflects blame, and maintains the 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING           CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Assisted Living

Looking	for	assisted	living,	memory	
care,	 or	 independent	 living?	A	 Place	
for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family.	Call	1-844-923-5005	today!

Coins & Jewelry
Buying	 US	 and	 foreign	 coins,	

currency,	tokens,	gold,	silver,	&	jewelry.	
North Star Coin & Jewelry, 650 Main 
St., Springfield. 541-746-5964. S=nscj-
-1/14

Dental Insurance
DENTAL	 INSURANCE	 from	

Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company.	 Coverage	 for	 350	 plus	
procedures.	 Real	 dental	 insurance	
-	 NOT	 just	 a	 discount	 plan.	 Do	 not	
wait!	Call	now!	Get	your	FREE	Dental	
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-683-0634	 www.dental50plus.
com/river	#6258

Free
Rocks	 -	 landscape	 boulders	 &	

tree fill material. All sizes, shapes & 
colors - from fist to refrigerator size. 
All	you	can	load	yourself	free	-	loaded	
&	delivered	 for	a	small	 fee.	541-896-
3000	(best	time	a.m.)	FI-j15.nc

Free Kittens
To good homes Litter trained. Beau-

tiful	and	friendly.	Blue	River.	Siamese	
mix.	541-342-4827.

Funeral Home
Major	 Family	 Funeral	 Home.	

Family	 Owned	 Since	 1961.	 Funerals	
°	Burials	 °	Cremations	 °	Monuments	
°	 Keepsakes	 °	 Video	 Tributes.	 	 541-
746-9667.

Gutters
Eliminate	 gutter	 cleaning	 forever!	

LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE	LeafFilter	estimate	 today.	15%	
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Mil-
itary	Discounts.	Call	1-866-387-0730

Clear the Clutter
Overwhelmed with things the kids 

don’t	want?	Pare	down	unused	items	

for	improved	well-being	&	safety.	Call	
Patty	Starr	 -	 Licensed,	Bonded	&	 In-
sured.	541-896-1569	,	
ez2downsize@gmail.com

Life Screening
Stroke	and	Cardiovascular	disease	

are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion.	 Screenings	 can	 provide	 peace	
of	 mind	 or	 early	 detection!	 Contact	
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening.	Special	offer	-	5	screenings	
for	just	$149.	Call	1-855-993-5276

Medical Alert
MobileHelp,	America’s	Premier	Mo-

bile Medical Alert System. Whether 
You’re	Home	or	Away.	For	Safety	and	
Peace	 of	 Mind.	 No	 Long	 Term	 Con-
tracts! Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-
866-996-0952

Personal
Missing people. Do you have a 

family member or friend that disap-
peared	under	strange	circumstances?	
Is	it	possible	an	unknown	animal	was	
responsible?	We	may	be	able	to	pro-
vide a wider audience in helping de-
termine what became of your loved 
one.	Please	contact	us	at	wjevning@
gmail.com	 serious	 responses	 only	
please.	pwj-11/19

If you want to drink, that’s your 
business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours.	 AA	 Group	 meets	 Wednesday	
6:00pm-7:00pm	 and	 Sunday	
5:00-6:00pm at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from the 
Walterville Shopping Center. N/c-sub 
5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now	accepting	piano	students	-	Be-

ginners,	 Intermediate	 and	 Advanced	
-	 all	 ages.	 Professional	 jazz	 pianist,	
classically trained with years of teach-
ing	 experience.	 Located	 in	 Leaburg.	
Please	 call	 or	 text	 408.391.3477	 or	

Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mirthell

email;	 kimberly@liquidsister.com.	
http://www.liquidsister.com SKP-
8/16ruc

Portable Oxygen
Portable	 Oxygen	 Concentrator	

May	 Be	 Covered	 by	 Medicare!	
Reclaim	 independence	 and	 mobility	
with the compact design and long-
lasting	 battery	 of	 Inogen	 One.	 Free	
information	 kit!	 Call	 833-980-0385.	
Call	1-877-244-0346

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are 

meeting	 most	 Friday	 afternoons	
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
Training	Center.	 	Please	 call	Sara	at	
(541)	896-3059	for	more	information.
S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Satellite TV
DIRECTV	 for	 $69.99/mo	 for	 12	

months with CHOICE Package. Watch 
your	favorite	live	sports,	news	&	enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO 
Max	FREE.	Directv	is	#1	in	Customer	
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for	 more	 details!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	1-844-808-7532

DISH	 Network.	 $59.99	 for	 190	
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch 
&	 Get	 a	 FREE	 $100	Visa	 Gift	 Card.	
FREE	Voice	Remote.	FREE	HD	DVR.	
FREE	 Streaming	 on	 ALL	 Devices.	
Call	today!	1-855-984-8961

Services
Natures	 Friend	 Beautifying	 Co.	

Property/rental	 cleanup,	 restoration,	
tree	work,	blackberry	&	ivy	destruction,	
pressure washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free appliance 
removal. Call Scottish 541-913-8477. 
SB=JAB-2/27-3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give me 
a call! The Wall Doctor - Serving the 
McKenzie	 River	 area.	 541-735-2317.	
p-s15-n3

Standby Generator

By Kwame Dawes
Joy Harjo’s ode to family, to 

ancestry, and to the woman’s 
body, truly makes sense if we 
understand that for Harjo, there 
is no line separating the natural 
world and her human body—that 
for her the evolutionary impulse 
is one of the imagination: “I was a 
thought, a dream, a fish a wing”. In 
“Granddaughters,” she celebrates 
the body and the dynamic force of 
nature.

Granddaughters
By Joy Harjo

I was a thought, a dream, a fish, a 
wing 
And then a human being 
When I emerged from my mother’s 
river 
On my father’s boat of potent 
fever 
I carried a sack of dreams from a 
starlit dwelling 
To be opened when I begin 
bleeding 
There’s a red dress, deerskin 
moccasins 
The taste of berries made of 
promises 
While the memories shift in their 
skins 
At every moon, to do their 
ripening

We do not accept unsolicited 
manuscripts. American Life 
in Poetry is made possible by 
The Poetry Foundation (www.
poetryfoundation.org), publisher 
of Poetry magazine. It is also 
supported by the Department 
of English at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem 

American Life
in Poetry

famous protocol smile no matter 
what happens. But just because 
your father has elected to serve in 
this woman’s court is no reason 
you must. 

Understand the nature of the 
beast you are dealing with. Your 
father’s new wife views the world 
solely in terms of what is helpful 
or unhelpful for herself. You can’t 
apply your way of thinking to one 
who thinks only of herself. She is 
so determined in her egocentric 
behavior she can make good 
people doubt themselves. 

Your father has dropped out of 
his fatherly role. In trying to make 
you accommodate yourself to her, 
he robs you of your free will. He 
is trying to ensnare you in a life 
of lies and deceit. That will work 
only if you consent to it, but if you 
consent to it, you’ve lost yourself.

You can’t successfully serve 
your father and this woman, 
but you can successfully serve 
yourself. Live your life from your 
own sense of right and wrong, fair 
and unfair, just and unjust. Then 
act and react to others from that 
sense of who you are, not who 
someone else would like you to 
be.

Giving into your stepmother is 
the strongest signal you can give 
her that you are another person she 
can use. You don’t give respect to 
anyone incapable of respecting 
others. You stand up to them.

Wayne & Tamara

Wayne & Tamara are also the 
authors of Cheating in a Nutshell, 
What Infidelity Does to the Victim, 
available from Amazon, Apple and 
most booksellers.

Emergency?  Call 911

 McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp 
at Blue River - are restricted to 
angling with lures and flies only, 
and all trout must be released.

Fish Counts 
November 17, Willamette Falls

Fall Chinook – 2,714
Winter Steelhead – 6,620

Fishing
Report

Prepare	 for	 power	 outages	 today	
with a GENERAC home standby gen-
erator. $0 Money Down + Low Month-
ly	Payment	Options.	Request	a	FREE	
Quote. Call now before the next power 
outage:	1-833-306-2843

TV
DIRECTV	 NOW.	 No	 Satellite	

Needed. $40/month. 65  Channels. 
Stream	 Breaking	 News,	 Live	 Events,	
Sports	 &	 On	 Demand	 Titles.	 No	
Annual	 Contract.	 No	 Commitment.	
CALL	1-855-690-3970

Directv Stream - The Best of Live 
&	 On-Demand	 On	 All	 Your	 Favorite	
Screens.	 CHOICE	 Package,	 $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream on 20 
devices at once in your home. HBO 
Max	 FREE	 for	 1	 yr	 (w/CHOICE	
Package or higher.) Call for more 
details	 today!	 (some	 restrictions	
apply)	Call	IVS	1-877-649-5547

The Queen’s Court

copyright ©2019 by Joy Harjo, 
“Granddaughters” from An 
American Sunrise (W.W. Norton & 
Company, 2019.) Poem reprinted 
by permission of the author 
and the publisher. Introduction 
copyright ©2022 by The Poetry 
Foundation. The introduction’s 
author, Kwame Dawes, is George 
W. Holmes Professor of English 
and Glenna Luschei Editor of 
Prairie Schooner at the University 
of Nebraska.

December 1 – During the 
final stages of World War Two, 
a squadron of American B-17s 
made a bombing run over the oil 
fields in Rumania. The plane in 
which Second Lieutenant David 
Kingsley was a bombardier, 
was struck by enemy fire and 
began losing altitude. The pilot 
commanded the crew to bail out. 
Lt. Kingsley immediately went 
to work assisting two wounded 
gunman, helping them put on 
their parachute harnesses. The 
tail gunner’s harness had been 
damaged and was unusable. 
Disregarding his personal safety, 
Kingsley placed his harness on 
the wounded man and helped the 
man bail out. The body of Lt. 
Kingsley was recovered later from 
the wreckage of the B-17. He was 
awarded the Medal of Honor, 
hailed as a war hero, and Kingsley 
Field in Klamath Falls was named 
in his honor.

A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

Valery Sysoev
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ACROSS
1. *”____ Wars” toys from Kenner 
in the ‘70s
5. *Certain toy G.I.
8. Miss America’s accessory
12. Pot inhale
13. Morsel of Little Miss Muffet’s 
meal
14. Private
15. Larger-than-life
16. Children’s author ____ Blyton
17. Post-Its
18. *Sticks and spools toy set
20. One of the Olsens
21. Gibson garnish
22. Middle-earth creature
23. Bias

26. Neat in appearance
30. Chasing game
31. Chancellor, in Europe
34. Not happening
35. Anomie, alt. sp.
37. Local area network
38. Re-attempt
39. Wyatt Earp’s card game
40. Common parakeet, colloquially 
speaking
42. Snakelike fish
43. Not yet a wife
45. *Like certain toy Cathy
47. Mine deposit
48. Water nymph
50. Cassette contents
52. *Illuminated picture maker

CLASSIC TOYS

56. Wainscots
57. Play parts
58. The Fonz: “Sit ____ ____!”
59. Face-to-face exams
60. Not this
61. Brainchild
62. Homey, alt. sp.
63. “Fight for You” singer
64. High rocky hills

DOWN
1. Editor’s mark
2. African antelope
3. Related
4. Suppose
5. Political club, in the olden days
6. Celestial hunter
7. Whirlpool
8. *Sno-Cone, actually (2 words)
9. Opposed to
10. “As ____ on TV”
11. Retail posting acronym
13. Blood-red
14. Beginning of essay
19. “Dear Diary” bit
22. Hockey legend
23. “The Office” people, e.g.
24. Veranda on Oahu
25. Ancient Greece marketplace
26. “The ____ Show” (1976-1980)
27. Sacred song
28. White heron
29. *Raggedy Ann or Strawberry 
Shortcake, tenderly
32. *Professor Plum and Colonel 
Mustard game
33. Little bit
36. *Avenues and rail roads game
38. Betty Ford Center, e.g.
40. Spelling contest
41. Superlative of icy
44. Edible herb
46. Quick and skillful
48. Specialty
49. Rose oil
50. Tropical edible root
51. Dwayne Johnson’s 2022 role 
Black ____
52. Wooden slat
53. ____-China
54. Part of a traditional wedding 
cake
55. Greek Hs
56. *Play-____

This 
Space

For Rent
rivref2@

gmail.com

Solution on Page 6

Solution on Page 6

Commitment to Excellence

541-896-0453
Water Systems & Filtration

CCB	#50234

Complete Well Pump Systems 
Submersible & Jet Pumps • Pressure & Holding Tanks

New Installations • Service & Repair
Water Filtration Systems 

www.mckenzievalleypump.com

15:12: 8500 blk, Thurston Rd. 
Medical, General. Cancelled Prior 
to Arrival.

Nov. 23: 2:07: 40000 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Mistaken Alarm. Cancelled 
by Dispatch.

11:28: 39000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Public Assist. Lift Assistance 
Provided.

13:39: 90000 blk, Thomson Ln. 
Water Rescue. Investigate, Patient 
Refusal.

17:50: 46000 blk, N. Gate 
Creek Rd. MVA. Non-Injury/Non-
Blocking. Patient Refusal.

Nov. 24: 40000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Public Assist. Lift Assist Only.

15:37: 39000 blk, McK. 
Hwy. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

18:55: 41000 blk, Deerhorn 
Rd. Medical, General. Patient 
Assessed, 1 Transported.

Nov. 25: 17:21: McK. Hwy./
Mp. 27 Illegal Burn. Unable o 

McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Continued From Page 3

Locate.
18:07: McK. Hwy./Greenwood 

Dr. MVA/Car Fire., Fire 
Extinguished, Patients Assessed, 
Non-Injury/Non-Blocking. Patient 
Refusal.

Nov. 26: 13:04: 45000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Medical, General. 
Patient Refusal.

19:16: 37000 blk, MJ Chase Rd. 
Medical, Heart. Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported.

22:25: 38000 blk, McK. Hwy. 
MVA. Non-Blocking, Fatality.

Nov. 27: 13:21: 38000 blk, 
McK. Hwy. Medical, General. 
Patient Assessed, 1 Transported.

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Directors 
meeting on Monday, December 
19th at noon, in the Leaburg 
Training Center, 42870 McK. 
Hwy. The district maintains 
Facebook, Twitter, and web pages. 
If you have a question or concern 
about any Fire District business, 
give Chief Bucich a call @ 541-
896-3311. If he is unavailable, 
please leave a message and he will 
respond ASAP.
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This Space
For Rent

rivref2@gmail.com

Creating your own 
“Special Edition” 
mock front page of 
McKenzie River 
Reflections can be a 
fun and playful way 
to celebrate special 
events.

The result will be a  
personalized gift that 
can be framed and 
displayed for memo-
ries and laughs. 

Send your photo 
and text to create the 
lead article of the 
mock front page

 Your custom Front 
Page will be deliv-
ered by mail as a full 
size 11” X 17”  re-
production printed 
on newsprint for an 
authentic look and 
feel!

Make a
Birthday or an Anniversary

a Promotion or a Retirement
Uniquely Memorable

Order yours for just

$16 95

$100

Serving the McKenzie River Valley ... And Subscriber Harry Wilson of Harlingen, TX

Thursday, sepTember 15, 2022
Volume 45, Issue 5

Fall Sports

PAGES 4 & 5

Schedules for both Thurston & McKenzie 
high schools

NewsArk

PAGE 7

Dozens of camera shutters were in action when 
stars made appearances in Rainbow. But the big-
ger news that week was about more dams.

McKenzie
River Reflections

MRR

Sam Saquatch named 
Guide of the Year

Pacific Nortwest Outsiders announce 2022 pick

 Why are there dead salmon in the river? If 
you live close to a river or stream in the Wil-
lamette Valley, you might come across salmon 
carcasses or see ODFW staff and volunteers 
slinging carcasses into the water during Sep-
tember and October. 

In September, salmon will begin the end of 
their life’s journey in Willamette Valley riv-
ers as they gather to spawn and die. Histori-
cally, thousands of adult salmon spawned and 
died in these rivers and streams, supplying 
essential nutrients to fuel the stream ecosys-
tem. The salmon also feed bears, otters, rac-
coons, skunks, turkey vultures, eagles, hawks, 
ravens, and other animals as well as fertilize 
trees and vegetation along the stream banks.  

September is also when ODFW hatcheries 
spawn salmon for future smolt releases. After 
the salmon are spawned, ODFW staff and vol-
unteers distribute the salmon carcasses from 
the hatcheries to rivers and streams through-
out the Willamette Valley for stream nutrient 
enrichment.

Hatchery salmon carcasses distributed to 
rivers and streams around Oregon enrich 
the food web of stream systems. By return-
ing hatchery brood salmon carcasses to local 
rivers and streams, their bodies can provide 
nutrients for algae and other aquatic plants, 
as well as food for aquatic invertebrates that 

in turn provide forage for larger species 
such as fish.    

While this contribution of nutrients is 
vital to the entire ecosystem, salmon car-
casses may harbor bacteria in their blood 
that can make dogs very sick. Salmon poi-
soning is caused when dogs eat a salmon 
carcass infected with an organism in the 
blood called Neorickettsia helminthoeca. 
Without treatment, salmon poisoning is 
often fatal. Symptoms include severe 
vomiting and diarrhea. Fortunately, with 
treatment most dogs will survive.

From September through December, dog 
owners should be vigilant about keeping 
their dogs away from dead salmon. While 
ODFW tries to avoid areas such as boat 
ramps, campgrounds, and parks when dis-
tributing salmon, rivers and streams will 
carry salmon downstream to areas where 
dogs may encounter them. If you see your 
dog eating a dead salmon, or even around 
one, take them to the veterinarian right 
away. Don’t wait for your dog to get sick 
as prophylactic treatments can prevent a 
more serious illness. The sooner your dog 
gets treated, the less likely they will get 
sick and need expensive treatments.

Learn at:. tinyurl.com/mpzrcu6j

Hatchery salmon returning
nutrients to waterways

Owners warned to keep dogs away from carcasses

Can we live with wildfires?
Documentary film explores what could be done

Volunteers with the OR Dept. of Fish & Wildlife’s Salmon and Trout Enhancement Program 
have been busy all around the state slinging salmon carcasses into rivers and streams.

Construction of the Leaburg Canal began in 
late 1928 and the hydroelectric project went 
into service on January 6, 1930, with a rated 
capacity of 7,500 kva.

Rafter drowned near
Paradise Campground

SEATTLE: Early in 1927, when the 
Eugene Water & Electric Board decided 
another power source was needed it didn’t 
plan 10,000 years in advance. Nor did the 
utility have to consider what natural disasters 
might occur in the next million years. Today, 
though, potential seismic or mega-flood 
events are part of the design requirements 
mandated by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC).

2022 marks 95 years since EWEB made the 
decision to build the Leaburg hydroelectric 
project. It is also a time when the useful 
life of the facility has run out. Choices for 
its future range from full modernization 
to minor upgrading as well as the possible 
removal of all structures. 

This December, EWEB commissioners 
are planning to choose one of four options 
that will range between $179 million to 
$257 million. Any decision will come with 
requirements for decades of consultations 
involving a wide range of agencies and 
interest groups - all monitored by FERC.

“Regardless of what alternative the board 
chooses we are going to need a FERC 
license,” according to Mark Zinniker, the 
utility’s generation engineering manager. 
He estimates issues raised during those 
discussions would likely be resolved by 
2028 or ‘29.

From there the timeline would likely 
extend another 5 years before the final plan 
is actually implemented and the physical 

MCKENZIE BRIDGE: On Sunday, at ap-
proximately 8:18 am, the Lane County Sher-
iff’s Office received a report that a raft had 
overturned in the McKenzie River near Para-
dise Campground.  Paradise campground is 
located just upriver from McKenzie Bridge. 

While en route, deputies learned that one of 
the three involved rafters was unconscious and 
CPR had been performed by bystanders and 
paramedics.  At 9:14 a.m, paramedics at the 
scene advised the involved male had died. 

Lane County Sheriff’s Sergeant Tom 

Speldrich said deputies arrived on the 
scene and began investigating the circum-
stances of the death.  The initial investiga-
tion revealed that the men’s raft capsized 
and the involved male had gone underwa-
ter for some period of time before being 
pulled to shore by bystanders.

All three men had lifejackets in the 
boat, however, none were wearing them at 
the time of the accident. 

Police said the name of the deceased is 
being withheld at press time.

ODFW

work gets underway. Adding all that together 
- people could expect the Leaburg project 
to be back in service, continue to only act 
as a channel to transport rainwater, or be 
completely removed - by 2035 or 2037.

Underlying issues involve how the 
project was originally built. In some places, 
the levees that form the canal channel are 
up to 50 feet tall. Material to build them 
was taken from the surrounding landscape 
which in some places has led to structural 
deficiencies. 

EWEB had always kept an eye on seepage, 
which is considered to be normal in similar 
structures. But over the last 15 years, the 
seepage had tripled. In 2018 FERC ruled 

A scene from “Elemental” that will be shown 
at the U.S. Basketball Academy.

Nearly 20 years ago the Biscuit fire 
burned across half a million acres in 
Southern Oregon. It also exposed a college 
sophomore to the controversy, science, and 
politics at play during and after the blaze. 

That student was Trip Jennings who 
assembled a team to grapple with the 
complex debate around the fire and worked 
with scientists, advocates, and local citizens 
to capture the story in a documentary.

More than a decade later, the Eagle Creek 
fire ignited the Columbia River Gorge, a 
scenic area just a half hour from Jennings’s 
home. “As the fire burned, legislation was 
proposed that would allow clearcut logging 
in the forests after the fire. The community 
was shocked and angry.,” he recalls. 
“People were searching for answers, and I 
noticed that people were sharing my nearly 
two-decade-old student film - I was taken 
aback. Was it possible that little to nothing 
else was available to communicate this 
message?”

After the fire, he took to the air with 
an expert scientist to assess the burn and 
created a short film that has been viewed 
by hundreds of thousands of people.

Canal conundrum - Page 10

Over the last four years, Jennings has also 
visited burned landscapes and communities 
destroyed by fire. ”I am deeply committed 
to changing the national conversation 
around wildfire,” he says. That message is 
delivered in a new film he says shows how 
people can “have healthy forests and safe 
communities, and that we can prepare for 
and adapt to fire.”

His new documentary, “Elemental: 
Redefining our Relationship with Wildfire” 
will be shown in Rainbow later this month. 
Go to Page 5 for more details.

Submit a photo to include in a custom edition (along with your personalized text). Your 
front page will be produced on an 11” X 17” newsprint sheet to look just like an actual 
edition of McKenzie River Reflections.  Send your photo & info to rivref2@gmail.com

Continued From Page 4

McKenzie River Crossings

The big cottonwood trees on the 
north bank now were non-existent 
then. In fact there was some gravel 
bar on the north bank too and the 
little stream that comes out of the 
picnic area now was a good-sized 
slough emptying into the river in 
those by gone days.

Sol Dotson lived on the north 
bank. His house sat about where 
the driveway comes into the 
Hendricks Wayside now. Mr. 
Dotson is reported to have run the 
Hendricks ferry from about 1897 
until about 1904. At that time 
Grant Hendricks, son of Caswell 
Hendricks, returned from eastern 
Oregon and took over operating 
the ferry until it was replaced 
by a covered bridge, which was 
completed in 1908.

Somewhere during the years of 
the Hendricks ferry the following 
mishap took place. A Mr. Elwood 
Bowerman had a homestead on the 
hill almost due north-northwest 
of the present bridge. He was 
returning from Eugene/Springfield 
one evening and requested to be put 
across the river at the Hendricks 
ferry. The river was up and running 
very high with lots of drift logs 
and debris. After much persuasion 
and against his better judgment, 
the ferryman finally set out to put 
Mr. Bowerman across on the ferry. 
Having reached about mid-stream, 
a log floating by struck the ferry, 
breaking the cable and setting all 
drifting down stream. The men 
decided that the horses would 
have a better chance of survival if 
they were set free. They unhitched 
and unharnessed the horses and 
backed them off the ferry into the 
water so they might swim out to 
shore. One horse managed to do 
this but the other was caught in 
the current and swept below the 
ferry. The ferry then drifted into a 

logjam, crushing the horse by the 
impact. The horse was not killed 
and men from the area gathered 
and helped get it out onto high 
ground. The horse’s injuries were 
bad enough that it would never be 
able to work again. The county 
bought Mr. Bowerman a new team 
to replace the injured horse. This 
happened about three miles down 
river from the crossing or about in 
back of the present Greens Gravel 
Plant off of Camp Creek Road.

At one time the water was 
very low in the river and a steam 
engine tractor attempted to “ford” 
the river at the Hendricks ferry 
crossing. However, the water 
was deep enough to get into the 
firebox and drown out the fire. 
Due to mis-calculation on this and 
not having enough head of steam 
in the boiler the engine lost power 
and stopped near mid-stream. 
A crowd gathered to watch the 
proceedings. A team of horses 
was summoned, a line ran to the 
disabled steam engine and it was 
pulled to shallower water where 
the firebox was above water line. 
Dry wood was kindled and soon a 
head of steam was built up and the 
engine was under way again on its 
own power.

The covered bridge was built 
a hundred yards or so up stream 
from the ferry crossing. The south 
end rested on the huge boulder 
that L.L. and Pat Ray have built 
their round house on a few years 
ago. The bridge was of two spans: 
240 feet and 180 feet with 142 
feet of approach on the north end 
and 20 feet of approach on the 
south end Thus it reached from 
Deerhorn Road to over half way 
across the picnic grounds of the 
Hendricks Wayside. It had the 
distinction, I’m told, of being 
the longest wooden bridge in the 

nation at the time it was built. Just 
think of all the timbers, planks 
and other lumber it would take to 
build that 582 plus feet of bridge 
and it was all done for a total cost 
of $13,100.00.

Stubs of piling from the center 
piers can still be seen near the 
north shore. Sticking up out of a 
pile of big rocks. Not many years 
after the bridge was built, the 
river started washing around the 
base of this pier and threatened 
to undermine the pilings that the 
middle of the bridge sat on. John 
Vaughn and several other men 
from the Walterville area, along 
with David Stephens and some 
of his sons, and Andy Stephens 
and sons came to the rescue. With 
teams and wagons they hauled 
big rocks from the cliff on the 
hill west of the Walterville Power 
House, over to the bridge, the 
flooring planks were removed and 
rocks rolled off the wagons and 
down and also around the pilings 
that were being undermined.

At another time shortly after the 
bridge was built, the hill on the 
south bank had been logged off 
and the slash was being burnt. A 
burning log rolled down the hill 
and came to rest in the end of 
the bridge. Someone was quickly 
summoned with a team and the 
log was drug away before it could 
set the bridge afire, which it was 
very much in danger of doing.

The covered bridge was also 
marred by a tragedy in later years. 
Charlie Deadmond, a honorable 
young man who had grown up 
in the Walterville area and was 
very well liked, picked this spot 
to commit suicide. The entire 
community was shocked and very 
saddened when the news of this 
tragedy was received.

In the spring of 1895, the county commissioners purchased the ferry boat and fixtures for $80. It continued as a 
free service until it was replaced by the bridge.

Continued Next Week

rivref2@gmail.com     541-822-3358

“A man who stops advertising to save money 
is like a man who stops a clock to save time.”

Henry Ford

Advertising is an integral part of a successful 
business. It is not enough to have a good internal 
operation. Let people know you want their busi-
ness by making the “McKenzie Connection.”

Advertise your goods and services in River 
Reflections and show your neighbors you sup-
port your local community.
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