
$100
Thursday, July 2, 2026

Volume 48, Issue 45

McKenzie
River Reflections

Delivering targeted news for Oregon’s  McKenzie River communities since 1978

Oregon grain fed the world

PAGE 4 PAGE 5

Hoover needed the Boston Mill to produce as 
much flour as it possibly could.

Dealing with heat
After a heat wave, it’s common for gardeners to 

see signs of stress or damage

Briefs...

Brigadoon - Page 2

Lavender Bloom - Page 2

Free Meals - Page 2

The upriver Summer Meals for Kids 
started on June 30, featuring free take-
home meals that are available twice a week 
for all children and teens up to 18 years old. 
They don’t have to be a McKenzie School 
District student to participate. 

Meal Pickups are available at Everyone’s 
Market in Vida on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, from 9 to 10 am and at Lazy Days 
in Blue River on Tuesdays & Thursdays, 
from 11 am to noon.

Each pickup package includes multiple 
breakfasts and lunches to help feed chil-
dren throughout the week.

Meals are designed to go, providing 
grab-and-go access to multiple days of 
food in one visit. Menus feature standard 

The Upper McKenzie 
Rural Fire Protection 
District responded to two 
major emergencies less 
than 12 hours apart last 
Thursday, rescuing an in-
jured log truck driv er in 
the morning before joining 
a multi-agency response 
to a fatal water rescue at 
Blue Pool that evening.

The day’s first call came 
at approximately 8:15 a.m. 
when emergency crews 
were dispatched to a log 
truck crash along Quartz 
Creek near Finn Rock. 
Responders found the 
truck approximately 50 
feet down an embankment 
with the driver and his 
dog trapped inside. Both 
had suffered injuries.

Firefighters from Up-

Rescue to Recovery: Major Emergencies Test Responders

per McKenzie Rural Fire 
Protection District were 
joined by McKenzie Fire 
& Rescue, Eugene Spring-
field Fire, the Oregon 
State Police and several 
bystanders who assisted 
in the rescue effort. Work-
ing together for nearly an 
hour, crews successfully 
extricated the driver from 
the wreckage.

After the driver was 
transported for medical 
treatment, responders con-
tinued working to free the 
trapped dog. The animal 
was eventually rescued 
and also transported for 
treatment.

Less than 12 hours later, 
at 8:47 p.m., Linn County 
Dispatch received a 911 

Morning wreck, evening tragedy kept Upper McKenzie Fire volunteers on the move

Emergency responders were dispatched to Quartz Creek last week after a log 
truck accident trapped the driver in the vhicle’s cab.

Aligning a concrete form was one of the first steps taken to create a level 
work area in the open storage/ generator building.

FISH LAKE: Volunteers with the Friends of Fish 
Lake gathered last week for their annual summer work 
session, completing a variety of restoration and mainte-
nance projects while continuing efforts to preserve one of 
the McKenzie area’s most significant historic sites.

Among  projects completed during the week was the in-
stallation of a new propane tank and improvements to sever-
al historic buildings. Volunteers installed a deadbolt lock on 
the Dispatch Cabin and mounted a vintage wall telephone 
inside the Commissary Cabin. A second antique telephone 
was installed in the Dispatch Cabin and Tom Hayward con-
nected them with an underground cable, allowing visitors to 
experience the simple pleasure of communicating the way 
Forest Service personnel once did.

“The idea is for visitors to be able to dial up and talk to 
each other the old-fashioned way,” he said.

The annual Friends of Fish Lake membership meeting 
was held following lunch on June 24.

Visitors during the work week also had an opportunity 

Volunteers Restore More Than Buildings By Preserving History
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The fragrance and beauty of bloom-
ing lavender will once again fill the air as 
McKenzie River Lavender hosts its annual 
Lavender Bloom celebration July 10-12.

The three-day event will take place from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day at the farm, 
located at 40882 McKenzie Highway in 
Walterville.

Visitors will have the opportunity to 
stroll through blooming lavender fields, 
cut their own fresh bouquets, and shop for 
a wide selection of lavender-inspired prod-
ucts produced on the farm. 

The whimsical musical fantasy, Briga-
doon, is coming to Eugene’s John G. Shedd 
Institute for the Arts from July 10 - 19.

As much a morality play as a light-heart-
ed entertainment, the play works out life’s 
thorniest issues through flights of fancy 
and with a refreshing dose of good-hu-
mor, joie de vivre, and old-fashioned eth-
ics. During its course, a wandering artist 
stumbles upon an idyllic, timeless village, 
falls in love with a local woman, and flees 
at midnight to avoid being trapped forever 
as the town sinks back into the earth, leav-
ing him separated from his love. 

Performances include July 10, 11, 17 & 

Friends of Fish Lake continue upgrading the historic Remount Depot

EUGENE: The Lane County Board 
of Commissioners adopted the county’s 
2026-27 budget Tuesday after a lengthy 
debate over how to close a $6.5 million 
funding gap while preserving public safety 
services and protecting the county’s finan-
cial reserves.

The most contentious discussion cen-
tered on finding money for $4.8 million 
in rural public safety funding and $1.7 
million for courthouse planning. Commis-
sioners weighed several options that would 
have tapped transient lodging tax (TLT) re-
serves, general fund reserves, road funds or 
a combination of the three.

East Lane Commissioner Heather Buch 
proposed eliminating the board’s discre-
tionary accounts, which total $60,000 an-
nually, and redirecting the money to pub-

Budget Compromise Preserves Rural Patrol Funding
$6.5 Million Budget Gap Sparked Heated Debate Among Commissioners

lic safety. Each of the county’s five com-
missioners receives $12,000 annually to 
support projects and organizations within 
their districts.

She argued commissioners should share 
in the sacrifices required to balance the 
budget during a difficult financial year. 
However, the proposal failed on a 3-2 
vote.

Buch next proposed using $1.7 million 
from the county’s non-committed reserves 
to pay for courthouse planning while 
maintaining the remainder of the proposed 
budget. The plan would have continued re-
lying on $4.8 million in transient lodging 
tax reserves for rural public safety.

She cautioned against allowing general 
fund reserves to fall below the county’s 
policy of maintaining a minimum 20 per-

cent reserve, saying it could affect the coun-
ty’s bond rating and long-term financial sta-
bility. That motion also failed on a 3-2 vote.

North Eugene Commissioner Pat Farr of-
fered an alternative that would have tempo-
rarily reduced general fund reserves to 18.5 
percent while using approximately $1.9 mil-
lion from the county’s road fund reserves 
to help bridge the gap. Farr argued Lane 
County’s strong financial position and rela-
tively low debt load would allow the county 
to restore reserves over time.

That proposal prompted concerns from 
Public Works Director Dan Hurley, who 
was concerned that diverting $6.4 million to 
$6.5 million from the road fund would re-
quire laying off eight to 10 employees and 
delaying transportation projects. Hurley also 

Budget Compromise  - Page 2
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WEATHER REPORT
READINGS TAKEN AT THE

US ARMY CORPS COUGAR DAM
Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Releases
6/23	 88	 57	 0	 313 cfs
6/24	 88	 57	 0	 313 cfs
6/25	 78	 55	 0	 318 cfs
6/26	 61	 52	 0	 313 cfs
6/27	 58	 50	 1.38	 313 cfs
6/28	 61	 50	 0.04	 313 cfs
6/29	 313 cfs

READINGS TAKEN AT
EWEB LEABURG POWERHOUSE

Date	 High	 Low	 Rain	 Riverflow
6/23	 91	 55	 0	 1,940 cfs
6/24	 90	 54	 0	 1,860 cfs
6/25	 90	 57	 0	 1,770 cfs
6/26	 75	 57	 0.56	 1,880 cfs
6/27	 65	 51	 0.08	 1,940 cfs
6/28	 62	 51	 0.38	 2,400 cfs
6/29	 66	 52	 0.05	 2,220 cfs

Letters to 
the Editor
rivref2@gmail.com
FAX 541-663-4550

59059 Old McK. Hwy. 
McKenzie Bridge, OR 
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McKenzie Valley
Partly Cloudy

10% chance precip
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5% chance precip
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Sunny
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Can AI help Oregon
prepare for wildfires?

By Randy Stapilus
Oregon and the Northwest 

generally have gotten off light 
so far this year when it comes to 
wildfires. That can change and 
probably will, because wildfires 
tend to take a worsening turn in 
the month or so ahead.

But starting this year, we may 
have some new tools for planning 
for their arrival.

As of June 25, the National In-
teragency Fire Center has report-
ed a total 35,118 fires nationwide 
burning 2.9 million acres — both 
numbers considerably higher for 
this point in the year than any year 
in the last decade and well above 
the average this century. The 
northwest, with its fire-friendly 
weather and other conditions this 
year, is unlikely to escape for 
much longer.

In fact, the Oregon Department 
of Forestry said June 15 that all of 
its forestry districts are now con-
sidered to be in fire season. Fire 
Protection Division Chief Michael 
Curran said that “Looking at the 
current conditions and projections 
for the summer, ODF is prepared 
to have another busy fire season.”

Apart from the usual prepara-
tion efforts of assembling fire-
fighters, equipment and supplies, 
is there anything Oregon can do to 
get ready?

Might this, in part, be a job for 
artificial intelligence?

An April 10 report from Oregon 
State University and the Nature 
Conservancy offers what amount 
to predictive tools about wildfire 
probabilities, including some fac-
tors wildfire analysts may have 
missed in the past.

Their model breaks wildfire risk 
into three groups of factors. One 
of them, wildfire hazard, includes 
the probability and intensity of 
burns, and researchers over the 
years ordinarily have considered 
them. Relative dryness, availabil-
ity of burnable material, climate 
changes and other environmental 
considerations are all readily re-
duced to numbers.

But the new study also includes 
two more major areas: Infrastruc-
ture vulnerability (structural and 
neighborhood characteristics and 
defensible space) and social vul-
nerability (demographics, socio-

economics and types of housing 
and transportation), both of which 
seem a little less obvious.

The ability of an area to resist 
major fires can be broken down 
into specific physical factors (ac-
cess to water, materials to block 
fire, easily burnable buildings 
or other materials). And detailed 
information about those factors 
can be developed at a hyperlocal 
level using Census and other other 
data. 

In other words, the relative fire 
risk of the places we live based 
on elements ranging from build-
ing materials to how development 
is concentrated or scattered can 
be reduced to a specific number 
— and implicitly, more factors be-
sides those. The study found large 
degrees of social vulnerability 
around the Cascade and Coastal 
ranges and across much of eastern 
Oregon, though the most vulner-
able tracts were widely scattered. 

The writers made the point that 
they weren’t trying to establish 
specific cause-and-effect rela-
tionships between fires and com-
munity statistics, but simply that 
certain of these things tended to 
go together. From that, over time, 
researchers could start to focus in 
on risk factors. 

In the new study, all these 
things were developed for about 
400 communities in Oregon and 
Washington.

For example, co-author Chris 
Dunn from the OSU College of 
Forestry said, “Warm Springs and 
Goldendale have slightly lower 
wildfire exposure than some near-
by, better-resourced communities 
like Bend and Leavenworth, but 
they experience greater social vul-
nerability and therefore are likely 
to experience greater impacts if a 
fire occurred. By blending a mix 
of factors, our assessment method 
is a path toward more equitable in-
vestments in community wildfire 
risk reduction.”

The manipulation of vast 
amounts of information and as-
sessment of new patterns and sets 
of probabilities is very much in the 
wheelhouse of AI, artificial intelli-
gence. Its use in wildfire analysis 
has not been central yet, but could 
become more so.

For example: An extensive Sep-
tember 2025 academic study based 
in Switzerland titled AI for Wild-

fire Management: From Predic-
tion to Detection, Simulation, and 
Impact Analysis looked into the 
uses even at that point, and exist-
ing limits, for AI in fire prediction 
and planning for containment.

It said “the main domains of 
wildfire management where AI 
has been applied — susceptibility 
mapping, prediction, detection, 
simulation, and impact assessment 
— and highlight critical limitations 
that hinder practical adoption. 
These include challenges with da-
taset imbalance and accessibility, 
the inadequacy of commonly used 
metrics, the choice of prediction 
formats, and the computational 
costs of large-scale models, all of 
which reduce model trustworthi-
ness and applicability.” 

Some of these constraints could 
be eased as the technology pro-
gresses. 

Whether the OSU and Nature 
Conservancy used AI in develop-
ing their reports didn’t seem en-
tirely clear, but going forward AI 
looks like exactly the sort of tool 
that might be useful in working 
our areas of risk from wildfire.  

Oregon may need all the help it 
can get.

Randy Stapilus has researched 
and written about Northwest poli-
tics and issues since 1976 for a 
long list of newspapers and other 
publications. A former newspaper 
reporter and editor, and more re-
cently an author and book pub-
lisher, he lives in Carlton.

oregoncapitalchronicle.com

The annual celebration fea-
tures local artisan vendors offer-
ing handcrafted jewelry, woven 
scarves, skincare products and 

other unique gifts. Flatbed Farms 
skincare products will also be 
available, along with a variety of 
lavender products.

Live music, food and fam-
ily-friendly activities are planned 
throughout the weekend.

Admission information and ad-
ditional event details are available 
by contacting McKenzie River 
Lavender, caroltan@myctl.com 
or (541)736-8575

child-friendly staples like cereals, 
breakfast pizza, turkey sandwich-
es, and burritos.

No registration or income veri-
fication is required.  For further 
details and current menu changes, 
check the McKenzie School Dis-

trict Facebook Page.
Printed copies of the weekly 

menu will be available at the meal 
pickup sites.

18 - 7:30 pm, and  July 12 & 19 -
at 3 pm, as well as Dinners At Six 
before evening performances and 
after matinées.

For more information go to: 
tinyurl.com/mn3uy7hw

noted the road fund is already op-
erating at a deficit and is project-
ed to exhaust its reserves within 
about five years if current trends 
continue.

A new compromise that would 
reduce general fund reserves to 18 
percent, use $2.7 million in excess 
reserves and draw an additional 
$1.3 million from transient lodg-
ing tax reserves instead of the road 
fund was then considered.

Following additional discus-

sion, the proposal was reworked 
to fund only one year of rural pa-
trol services rather than two. The 
final motion uses $2.7 million in 
excess reserves, maintained the 
$1.7 million allocation for court-
house planning, preserved the 
transient lodging tax reserves and 
avoided significant impacts to the 
road fund.

The amended funding plan 
passed 4-1, with South Eugene 
Commissioner Laurie Trieger 

casting the lone dissenting vote.

Budget Compromise
Return To Page 1
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McKenzie Fire
& Rescue

Sheriff’s
Report

Upper McKenzie 
Fire/Rescue

Call, you will get me -not an assis
tan

t

Move To A Place That Moves You

McKenzie River Specialist
Exceeding Expectations

Nadine Scott, broker
Top Producer
541-915-0807

nadine@windermere.com
nadinescott.com

Lane County

Emergency?   Call 911

Hot Espresso
10, 12 or 16 oz.

Iced Espresso
12, 16 or 24 oz.

Extra Espresso Shot, Syrup, or Alternative Milk
Ask us about our Breakfast Menu items

458-209-0542
Open from 7 am - 12:39 pm, Sun - Tues & Thurs - Sat  *Closed Wed*

June 24: 12:21 a.m: Burglary 
- 33700 blk, McK. View Dr. 
Caller reported seeing someone 
trying to break into a building on 
the property. Deputies responded 
with a K9. Nothing appeared 
damaged or missing.

3:15 p.m: Vehicle Stop - 35200 
blk, Camp Creek Rd.

4:14 p.m: Lost Subject - Proxy 
Falls. Caller reported he had 
lost his girlfriend when they 
became separated on the trail.  
Deputies eventually spoke with 
the girlfriend and confirmed they 
became separated.  Deputies 
verified all parties were all right 
and headed home.  

June 25: 5:25 a.m:  Foot Patrol 
- 38300 blk, Wendling Rd.

5:26 a.m:  Repossessed Vehicle 
- 46800 blk, McK. Hwy.

5:09 p.m: Suspicious Condi-
tions - 91000 blk, Hill Rd. Caller 
advised seeing people on a 
property that was now owned by 
the county.  Deputies responded 
and confirmed individuals on the 

premises were contractors.
6:33 p.m: Screaming - 45900 

blk, N. Gate Creek Rd. Caller 
reported to hear someone 
screaming, sounding like they 
were in pain.  Caller heard this only 
and nothing since. the information 
was broadcast to patrol.

June 26: 8:18 a.m: Motor 
Vehicle Accident, Injury - Finn 
Rock Landing.

3:55 p.m: Stalking Complaint 
- 92100 blk, Marpar Ln. Caller 
reported ongoing stalking issues 
with a former acquaintance.  
Caller provided historical data 
and deputies contacted the caller.

7:12 p.m: Unlawful Use of 
Vehicle - 90900 blk, Angels Flight 
Rd.

8:10 p.m: Restraining Order 
Service - 42700 blk, McK. Hwy.

9:09 p.m: Drowning, Assist 
Outside Agency - Tamolitch Falls. 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
Search & Rescue responded to 
assist into Linn County, providing 
rope teams and helped the recovery 
operation. 

June 27: 5:21 a.m:  Attempt To 
Locate Drunk Driver - 33500 blk, 
McK. View Dr.

10:58 a.m:  Fraud - 88600 
blk, Partridge Ln. Report came 

June 23: 11:06: Medical – 
56000 block, McK. Hwy. Walk In 
Patient.

June 24: 17:36: Medical – 
55000 blk, McK. River Dr. Patient 
not acting normal.

June 25: 13:13: Medical – 
56000 blk, E. King Rd. Female, 
Conscious, Breathing.

June 26: 04:13: Medical 
– 57000 blk, N. Bank Rd. Male, 
Conscious, Breathing.

08:10: Motor Vehicle Accident, 
Injury - Quartz Creek Rd. Log 
truck accident, driver is pinned.

June 27: 08:38: Medical 
– 52000 blk, McK. Hwy. Male, 
Conscious, Breathing.

09:51: Medical – 91000 blk, 
Horse Creek Rd.  Male, Conscious, 
Breathing.

22:28: Medical - McK. Hwy./
Aufderheide Dr. Female on the side 
of the road with hypothermia.

June 28: 20:21: Medical – 
57000 blk, McK. Hwy. Patient on 
foot, not breathing normally.

The Upper McK. Fire 
District’s board of directors will 
hold its monthly meeting at 7 
p.m. on Monday, July 20th, at 
the Blue River Fire Station 2, 
51730 Echo St. in Blue River. 

in through Citizen Self Report.  
Victim reported having funds 
withdrawn from their bank 
account.

2:25 p.m: Fraud - 39600 blk, 
Wendling Rd. Caller reported 
her friend was actively being 
scammed.  Caller stated that 
the suspects had all her friend’s 
personal information.  caller’s 
friend was completing a CSR.

8:01 p.m: Information - 38700 
blk, Camp Creek Rd.

11:57 p.m:  Driving Under 
Influence of Intoxicants - Marcola 
Rd. Milepost 4.

June 28: 5:21 a.m: Attempt To 
Locate Drunk Driver - 33500 blk, 
McK. View Dr.

9:08 a.m:  Animal Complaint - 
50000 blk, McK. Hwy.

10:50 p.m. ATL Drunk Driver- 
Leaburg Dr.

2:21 p.m: Animal Abuse - 36900 
blk, Edgehill Rd.

9:48 p.m:  Welfare Check – 
McK. Hwy.

June 28: 8:58 p.m: Vehicle 
Stop - Marcola Rd.

Comments, as reported, may 
not be complete or accurate. If 
further information is required 
contact the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

June 24: 1:25: 43900 blk,  
McK. Hwy. Medical, Trauma. Pa-
tient Assessed, 1 Transported.

9:40: 47700 blk,  McK. Hwy. 
Medical, General. Patient As-
sessed, 1 Transported.

13:22: 1000 blk, Billings Rd. 
Public Assist. Lift Assist Only.

15:03: 38800 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. Medical, Trauma. Patient As-
sessed, 1 Transported.

15:42: 37900 blk, Camp Creek 
Rd. Medical, Heart. Patient As-
sessed, 1 Transported.

16:26: McK. Hwy./Milepost 
33. Illegal Burn. Disregarded En 
Route by ODF; No Fire.

June 26: 8:10: Quartz Creek 
Rd. Mutual Aid Patient Assessed, 
1 Transported.

16:06: 39200 blk, McK. Hwy. 
Medical, Trauma. Patient As-
sessed, Refusal Obtained.

June 27: 8:26: McK. Hwy./
Goodpasture Rd.  Motor Vehi-
cle Accident. Non-Injury, Non-
Blocking.

8:40: 52700 blk,  McK. Hwy. 
Mutual Aid Patient Assessed, Re-

fusal Obtained By UMF.
June 28: 11:22: 35500 blk, 

Camp Creek Rd. Medical, Trau-
ma. Patient Assessed, 1 Trans-
ported.

McK. Fire & Rescue will hold 
its monthly Board of Direc-
tors meeting on Monday, Mon-
day, July 20th, at noon, in the 
Leaburg Training Center, 42870 
McK. Hwy. The district main-
tains Facebook, Twitter, and 
web pages. If you have a ques-
tion or concern about any Fire 
District business, give Chief 
Bucich a call @ 541-896-3311. 
If he is unavailable, please leave 
a message and he will respond 
ASAP.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/07/02/police/sheriffs-reports-week-of-june-28/9494.html
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
mailto:Producer541-915-0807nadine@windermere.comnadinescott.comLane
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By Slim Randles

Need to talk?
Call 988

One of 20th Century’s most 
reviled presidents, he saved 
millions from starving — and 
grew up in Oregon; his name is on 
the title deed for Boston Flouring 
Mills

By Finn J.D. John
Between the tiny Oregon town 

of Shedd and the Interstate 5 
freeway is an old flour mill – the 
oldest water-powered grist mill 
in the state and one of only four 
remaining. It’s called Boston 
Flouring Mills, also known as 
Thompson’s Mills after a former 
owner.

Should you visit the mill, staff 
members there will proudly call 
your attention to a signature on 
a land-sale deed dating from 
1891. It’s the signature of one of 
the two witnesses required for 
the sale, and its legality is a bit 
questionable because the signer 
was still a minor. It was a 17-year 
old office boy at the Oregon Land 
Co., which sold the mill.

He signed his name “Bert 
Hoover.”

Not many people know it, but 
Bert — known when he was 
younger as “Bertie Hoover” and 
when older, as “Herbert Hoover” 
— spent most of his teenage 
years in the Willamette Valley. 
After the death of his parents, he 
arrived when he was 11 to live 
with his uncle, John Minthorn, 
in Newberg; a few years later, 
the Minthorns moved to Salem to 
launch the Oregon Land Co.

Hoover was 17 when he went 
off to college, becoming a member 
of the first class at Stanford. A 
few years later, he participated 
in that famous college’s first-
ever graduation ceremony and 
set out into the world armed with 
a geology degree and a net worth 
of $40, looking every inch the 
world-beater that he was. He’d 
never again sign his name “Bert” 
on any legal document, and he’d 
never come back to Oregon to 
live, either.

Twenty years later, Hoover 
played an even bigger role in 

Boston Mill: He brought it 
business. Lots of it. The place was 
running 24 hours a day.

The reason: People were 
starving in war-torn Europe.

By this time, Hoover had taken 
his $40 and turned it into millions. 
He was the most highly paid 
engineer in the world and he was 
at the peak of his career.

But when the war broke out, 
Hoover dropped his career and 
launched himself on a mission to 
feed the hungry in the war zones 
of Belgium and northern France 
— where millions would have 
starved without his intervention, 
because the warring parties 
were squabbling over whose 
responsibility it was to feed them.

When the U.S. entered the war, 
he took over as a sort of domestic 
“food czar,” using public-relations 
tools to get folks to substitute corn, 
oats and barley for more nutrient-
dense foods like wheat and beef so 
that more could be sent overseas.

And after the war he spear-
headed efforts that saved millions, 
all over Europe but especially in 
the defeated German and Austrian 

lands and in Russia, from 
starving.

Throughout that time, of 
course, Hoover needed the Boston 
Mill to produce as much flour as 
it possibly could. And that’s just 
what it — and virtually every 
other mill like it across the country 
— did.

Oregon helped Hoover prevent mass starvation

John Miller
Howard’s Grist Mill/Mulino Flour Mill, established 1851.Wood frame grist 
mill looks lot like a barn but it has a covered loading/unloading dock along 
the front side. It was built in 1851 by Charles Rutter Howard as a grist mill 
and also saw duty as a flour mill, since it was at times known as the Mulino 
Flour Mill. Charles’ son, Bayne, joined his father in the running of the mill.

Courtesy Oregon Historical Society
The photograph above depicts one of Oregon’s earliest flour mills, built in 
1851 by Richard R. Howard on the banks of Milk Creek, a tributary of the 
Molalla River on the east side of the Willamette Valley. An isolated rural 
industry, Howard’s mill was in business for nearly a century, and is pictured 
here as it looked in 1920.

By the end of it all, Hoover had 
prevented the miserable death of 
hundreds of millions of people. It 
was this success that would propel 
him to his ill-starred term as 
president a decade later — which, 
unfortunately, is what he’s chiefly 
remembered for today.

But it’s worth remembering 
that had Hoover not grown up in 
Oregon, he probably would not 
have gone to Stanford. Without 
going to Stanford, he probably 
wouldn’t have become an engineer. 
And without engineering skills, he 
would not have been able to direct 
the biggest humanitarian relief 
effort in human history.

(Sources:  Nash, Lee. 
Understanding Herbert Hoover. 
Stanford: Hoover Institution, 
1987; Hoover, H.C. The Memoirs 
of Herbert Hoover, Vol. 1. New 
York: MacMillan, 1954; May 2009 
visit to Boston Flouring Mills)

Finn J.D. John teaches at Oregon 
State University and writes about 
odd tidbits of Oregon history. His 
most recent book, Bad Ideas and 
Horrible People of Old Oregon, 
published by Ouragan House last 
year. To contact him or suggest a 
topic: finn@offbeatoregon.com or 
541-357-2222.

We sure are strange sometimes. 
Most of the time, we make sense. 
We’re “sensible” and we do things 
for a reason. But there are times 
when we do things that make no 
sense at all, and we don’t care.

Just take pocketknives, for 
instance. Most men wouldn’t 
leave the house without one. I sure 
wouldn’t. In fact, I’ll bet if you 
stopped 10 men in business suits 
on the sidewalk in New York City 
or London and asked them to turn 
their pockets out for you, at least 
eight of them would be carrying 
a pocketknife. And one of them 
would be bound to call the police 
because of your weird request.

Why is this, do you suppose?  
If you asked each of them, you’d 
get a heming and hawing and 
they’d probably say they need it 
for sharpening pencils. Of course, 
they don’t “use” pencils any more, 
and if they did, there’d be an 
electric sharpener to bring them to 
a point.

But the bottom-line truth is, 
we aren’t sure just why we feel 
naked without a little, dull, old 
pocket knife on us. The truth goes 
back before history, before human 
speech, before microwave ovens. 
We have that stupid little knife on 
us because with it, we’re armed. 
Yes. We carry one because men 
have always carried some kind 
of sharp object for protection. 
It might have been an obsidian 
knife, a steel rapier, an Italian 
dagger, a Scottish skean dhu, but 
it was on us, because we felt more 
secure with it.

Men with sharp objects survived 
to sire other men who carried 
sharp objects, so that’s why, a 
million years later, we have that 
dumb little pocket knife with us 
that couldn’t spread Cheez Whiz 
on a cracker.

But don’t leave that thing 
home, because without it, you’d 
be helpless against the world.

......
Brought to you by readers of 

my next book, “Cock-a-Doodle 
Death.” Both of them.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/07/02/history/oregon-helped-hoover-prevent-mass-starvation/9497.html
mailto:finn@offbeatoregon.com
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Gardening 
Tips

By Kym Pokorny

How to care for plants after a heat wave

tinyurl.com/
4f6ndcrh 

Fill your 
screen

with
McKenzie 

news

Get a free trial 
subscription to

River Reflections

When extreme heat strikes, 
gardens often suffer. After a heat 
wave, it’s common for gardeners 
to see signs of stress or damage — 
scorched leaves, drooping stems, 
even plant loss.

Heather Stoven, horticulturist 
with the Oregon State University 
Extension Service, says the effects 
of high temperatures can look dra-
matic, but not all damaged plants 
are beyond saving.

Here are recommendations from 
Stoven and other Extension ex-
perts for helping plants recover 
after a heat wave:

* Hold off on pruning. It’s fine 

to remove dead flowers, but avoid 
cutting off partially scorched 
leaves or doing any hard pruning. 
Damaged leaves can still provide 
shade for healthy foliage, and 
those with green tissue can con-
tinue photosynthesizing. Pruning 
too soon can encourage tender 
new growth that may be vulner-
able to future heat — and create 
openings for pests and disease. 
If you cut back spring-blooming 
shrubs like rhododendrons, you 
may also remove buds that would 
bloom next year.

* Water deeply and efficiently. 
Use drip irrigation or soaker hoses 

to minimize evaporation. Over-
head sprinklers lose water to the 
air before it reaches the roots. Wa-
ter early in the morning so plants 
can take up moisture during the 
day and excess water evaporates 
by evening. Avoid overwatering, 
which can lead to root rot. To test 
soil moisture, insert a screwdriver 
into the ground; if it slides in eas-
ily, the soil is adequately moist. 
Be sure to water beyond the base 
of the plant — roots often extend 
well past the drip line.

* Use mulch to regulate mois-
ture and temperature. A 2- to 3-
inch layer of organic mulch helps 
keep soil cool, conserves moisture 
and protects roots.

* Wait to prune berries. While 
light pruning is OK, hold off on 
removing fruiting canes until 
the typical pruning time for your 
crop.

* Know your plants. Some 
plants are more tolerant of heat 
than others. For example, bigleaf 
hydrangeas (Hydrangea macro-
phylla) are prized for their large, 
colorful blooms but are less resil-
ient in extreme heat and drought. 
Other species — such as panicle 
hydrangeas (Hydrangea panicu-
lata) and oakleaf hydrangeas (Hy-
drangea quercifolia) — are better 
suited to sunnier, drier conditions. 
While not fully drought-tolerant, 
they may perform more reliably 
as climate patterns shift.

For tips on preparing your gar-
den for future high temperatures, 
refer to Oregon State University 
Extension’s resources on garden-
ing in extreme heat.

This piece is part of the collec-
tion Resources for managing in 
heat waves.

Kym Pokorny

A plant whose leaves were damaged by a heat wave.

MEMORIES
OF BABY CHICKS 

My granddaughter has been 
sending us pictures of the baby 
chicks her broody Mother Hen 
has hatched. This reminds me of 
the days my dad picked up a box 
of 100 baby chickens at the post 
office each year. These yellow 
balls of peeping puff fascinated us 
children, and we looked forward 
each spring when Father ordered 
the babies to add to the flock.

In addition to operating a dairy 
farm, Father and Mother raised 
chickens and sold eggs to stores 
and individual customers. All too 
soon, these little birds lost their 
fluff and grew into larger chicks.

Chicks at the Post Office
Have you ever stopped by your 

local post office and heard baby 
chicks in spring? I was surprised 
one day, a few years ago, to hear 
peeping coming from the back 
area the post office.

The other day, I asked the 
postmaster of our little rural post 
office if chicks still were sent 
through the mail these days. He 
informed me that they had had a 
box of them arrive just the week 
before.
Muffins for Breakfast - A recipe 

that rings memories
BANANA MUFFIN 

VARIATION (with Chocolate 
Chips) - This was one of my 
grandchildren’s favorites when 
they lived with us. 

Beat 1 egg and stir in 1/3-cup 

milk and 1/4-cup margarine. Add 
1 cup mashed bananas. Then stir 
in sifted ingredients (2 cups all 
purpose flour, 3 teaspoons baking 
powder, 1/1/2 teaspoon salt) with 
1/3-cup brown sugar. Stir only 
until ingredients are mixed; batter 
may be somewhat lumpy. Add 1/2 
cup of chocolate chips (more if 
you like).

Fill paper lined or greased 
muffin cups about 3/4 full. Bake at 
375 degrees F. until golden, about 
20 minutes. Makes 12 muffins.

(c) 2026 Mary Emma Allen, 
me.allen@juno.com

(Mary Emma Allen researches 
and writes from her woodland NH 
home.)

Quote of the Week
“The world is changed by your 

example, not by your opinion.”

Paulo Coelho

By Mary Emma Allen

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/07/02/garden/how-to-care-for-plants-after-a-heat-wave/9498.html
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/07/02/extras/memories-of-baby-chicks/9511.html
mailto:me.allen@juno.com
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Community Notes

Tuesday
VMCC Senior Center

11 am

Doors at the Vida McKenzie 
Community Center open at 11 am 
at 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida for a 
wonderful opportunity to connect, 
learn, and grow. They include 
socializing, a speaker or activity, 
and lunch (with a suggested dona-
tion of $5).

Wednesday
Upper McKenzie Jiu-Jitsu

7 - 8 pm

No-Gi Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu club at 
the Upper McKenzie Community 
Center, 54745 McKenzie River 
Drive in Rainbow.  For More In-
formation email: uppermckenzie-
jiujitsu@gmail.com

Tuesday
Little Poker League

6 - 9 pm

Watershed Wednesday
9 - 11:30 am

Coburg, Oregon  

Join the McKenzie River Trust 
every Wednesday morning at 

Green Island. Projects vary based 
on the season but typically in-
clude invasive species removal, 
habitat care or planting/tree estab-
lishment. Green Island is a 1,100 
acre preserve.
Wednesday & Thursday

AA meetings

AA meetings are held on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and Sun-
days at 5 p.m. at the McKenzie 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
Walterville. plus in Blue River at 
6 p.m. on Thursdays at the clinic 
on Dexter Street.

Thursday
Dog Socialization

Pack Walks
10 am

At the Walterville Pond, meet at 
East end parking lot.  Free weekly, 
For more information: email 
quickslyfox@duck.com

Thursday 
GMRS net

6 pm 

The McKenzie Valley Neighbors 
Radio Group meets at 6:00 pm on 
462.6750 MHz, Tone 100.0 Hz 
(often Radio Memory Channel 28) 
on the Deathball Repeater. Make 
it easy on McKenzie Community 
Communications-supplied radios 

and anything volunteers have 
programmed for you.

Friday
Yoga in Leaburg 

42870 McKenzie Hwy, Every 
Friday at McKenzie Fire & Res-
cue’s Leaburg Training Center, 
from 8 to 9 am..

Friday
SAIL Exercise Program

10 to 11 am.

Vida McKenzie Community 
Center, 90377 Thomson Ln, Vida. 
Join the SAIL program on Fridays 
for instructor-led exercises to 
boost strength, independence, and 
confidence. All ages and abilities 
are welcome.

Saturday
A Dime At A Time

Leaburg Store, 42840 McKen-
zie Hwy, Blue River Bottle Boys 
Collection/Sorting - Saturday 
morning sorting sessions every 
Saturday from 10-noon. Dona-
tions can be dropped off to us at 
Leaburg Store and maybe help us 
bag up the containers.

July 7
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner 
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, 
unless otherwise noted on the 
published agenda. Regular Board 
Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings 
are on an as needed basis

July 7
Coffee With Locals

10 - 11 am

Come have a cup of coffee with 
the locals (paid for by Locals 
Helping Locals) at the Tokatee 
Golf Club in Rainbow. Catch up 
with your neighbors, discuss how 
you are doing in the fire recovery 
process, and share your successes 
and struggles. Contact Brenda 
Hamlow with questions: (541) 
729-9802

July 7
EWEB Meeting

5:30 - 8 pm

The Eugene Water & Electric 
Board Commissioners will meet 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at EWEB’s 
Roosevelt Operations Center, 
4200 Roosevelt Blvd. in Eugene. 
Customers and the general public 
are welcome and encouraged 
to attend in person or watch a 
live stream of the meeting in 
real-time. An interpreter can be 
provided with 48 hours’ notice 
prior to the meeting. To arrange 
for this service, call 541-685-
7000. Each person will have up 
to three minutes to speak, though 
the Board President may adjust 
speaking time as needed.

July 7
Grange Meeting

7:30 - 8:30 pm

The Walterville Grange #416 
will meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
39259 Camp Creek Road. The 

first two monthly meetings are 
held on the first Tuesday

July 8
BR Water Board

6 - 7 pm

Blue River Water Board Monthly 
Board meeting in the O’Brien 
Memorial Library meeting room,, 
51771 Blue River Dr.

July 9
VMCC Board Meeting

4:30 - 5:30 pm

The board of directors of the 
Vida McKenzie Community 
Center will meet at 90377 Thom-
son Lane in Vida.

July 9
McKenzie

Watershed Council
4:30 - 5:30 pm

The McKenzie Watershed 
Council will meet on the second 
Thursday of the month from 5 
to 6:30 p.m., location varies, 
please contact Chase Antonovich, 
McKenzie Watershed Council 
Operations Manager, (458-201- 
8150) chase@mckenziewc.org

July 10
Second Friday Art Walk

4 - 7:30 pm

2nd Friday Art Walk at 500 
Main Street - Emerald Art Center 
in downtown Springfield.

July 11
Living River

Exploration Day
8 am - 4 pm

Join the McKenzie River Trust 
and take a walk near the place 
the Willamette and the McKenzie 
Rivers meet. Observe 15 years of 
tree-planting work on Green Is-
land, a habitat for beaver, river ot-
ter, and over 150 species of birds. 
31799 Green Island Rd, Eugene.

July 13
Parks Advisory

6 - 7:30pm

The Parks Advisory Committee 
meets in the Goodpasture Room, 
3050 N Delta Hwy, Eugene. 
on the 2nd Monday of each 
month (except during July & 
August). It advises the Board of 
County Commissioners on park 
needs, recommends priorities 
for projects - including financial 
and operational development 
and acquisition. The committee 
also provides recommendations 
regarding long-range planning for 
future park programs and needs, 
and serves as a liaison group 
representing the concerns of the 
community.

July 13
Spfd School Board

7 - 10 pm

The Springfield Public Schools 
is led by a five-member elected 
school board. The Board of 
Directors meets twice during most 
months during the school year. 
Regular business meetings begin 
at 7 p.m. on the second Monday 
of the month. Work sessions are 
generally held at 5:30 p.m. on the 
fourth Monday of the month. All 
meetings, unless otherwise noted, 
are held in the Board Room of the 
Administration Building, 640 A 
Street, Springfield.

July 14
Lane County

Board of Commissioners
9 am

The Board of Commissioner 
meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Har-
ris Hall, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, 
unless otherwise noted on the 
published agenda. Regular Board 

Meetings are scheduled for Tues-
day. Wednesday Board meetings 
are on an as needed basis

July 14
Gentle Dental Van

8:30 am - 2 pm

The Gental Dental Van, spon-
sored by the Rural Oregon Out-
reach Program, will be at the Or-
chid McKenzie River Clinic every 
second Tuesday of the month at 
51730 Dexter St. in Blue River. A 
first visit will include a patient as-
sessment, intraoral photos, teeth 
cleaning, charting, and X-Rays. 
Call 360-449-9500 or 800-525-
6800 to schedule new patient ap-
pointments or teeth cleaning.

July 14
McKenzie Food Pantry

11 am - 1 pm

At the McKenzie Bridge Chris-
tian Church, 56334 McKenzie 
Hwy, McKenzie Bridge.

Free groceries are provided in 
accordance with Oregon Food 
Bank and Food For Lane County 
guidelines for food distribution to 
those in need. 11 am - 1 pm, every 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays

Weekly Meetings

Have an event
to share? 

Whether you’re hosting a workshop,
performance, or community gathering,

we want to feature it!
Click here or submit your event details 

at tinyurl.com/3j33kkxz

Living Water Family Fellowship
Pastor - Doug Fairrington

52353 McKenzie Hwy - Milepost 42
541-822-3820

Gathering Sundays at 10:00 AM,
Children’s ministry also.

Come early for a meet and greet continental 
breakfast and coffee at 9:30 AM.

Thursdays, 6:00 PM, Celebrate Recovery 
(12 Step Program)

Catholic Church
St. Benedict Lodge Chapel

1/2 mile off Hwy. 126 on 
North Bank Rd., McKenzie Bridge

Sat. Eve. 5:00pm
Sun. Morn. 9:30am; 

web page: sblodge.opwest.org

An Invitation
to Worship

McKenzie Valley Presbyterian Church
Please join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 am, in church on Hwy. 
126 just east of Walterville.  You may also make prayer requests, or 
request an emailed or earth-mailed bulletin -- phone or send email 
to Nancy Ashley, nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com, 541-914-1986.  We 
would love to meet you!  

Milepost 13 McKenzie Hwy. (541) 747-2604

Click here and stay in 
touch with events online 
McKenzie Community 
Events Calendar.

https://tockify.com/tkf2/submitEvent/6018c830f46a4c779946c586e53e84c0
https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:uppermckenzie�jiujitsu@gmail.com
mailto:quickslyfox@duck.com
mailto:chase@mckenziewc.org
mailto:nancy.w.ashley@gmail.com
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Direct Answers
By Wayne & Tamara Mitchell

Consequences Last A Lifetime

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING      CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING     CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Bath Tubs

Safe Step. North America¬ís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-459-4942

Coins & Jewelry
Buying US and foreign coins, 

currency, tokens, gold, silver, 
& jewelry. North Star Coin & 
Jewelry, 650 Main St., Springfield. 
541-746-5964. S=nscj--1/14.

Dental Insurance
Dental Insurance from Physic-

ians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-580-1387 www.
dental50plus.com/river #6258

FOR RENT
The beautiful Vida McKenzie 

Community Center, has every-
thing you need for your event. Go 
to  vidacommunitycenter.com for 
more info.

Shelly Pruitt 541-554-9332
Funeral Home

Major Family Funeral Home. 
Family Owned Since 1961. 
Funerals ° Burials ° Cremations ° 
Monuments ° Keepsakes ° Video 
Tributes.  541-746-9667.

Personal
If you want to drink, that’s your 

business. If you want to stop, that’s 
ours. AA Group meets Wednesday 
6:00pm-7:00pm and Sunday 5:00-
6:00pm at the McKenzie Valley 
Presbyterian Church, 88393 
Walterville Loop, a block from 

the Walterville Shopping Center. 
N/c-sub 5/15/-5/11/14

Piano Lessons
Now accepting piano students 

- Beginners, Intermediate and 
Advanced - all ages. Profes-
sional jazz pianist, classically 
trained with years of teaching 
experience. Located in Leaburg. 
Please call or text 408.391.3477 
or email; kimberly@liquidsister.
com. http://www.liquidsister.com 
SKP-8/16ruc

Quilters/Needle Crafters
The Leaburg Sew & So’s are 

meeting most Friday afternoons 
at the McKenzie Fire and Rescue 
Training Center.  Please call 
Sara at (541) 896-3059 for more 
information.S=JS-2/25/10ruc

Services
Natures Friend Beautifying 

Co. Property/rental cleanup, 
restoration, tree work, blackberry 
& ivy destruction, pressure 
washing, Int/ext. painting, 
furniture refurbishing. Free 
appliance removal. Call Scottish 
541-913-8477. SB=JAB-2/27-
3/20/14

Got a hole in your wall? Give 
me a call! The Wall Doctor - 
Serving the McKenzie River area. 
541-735-2317. p-s15-n3

DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, 
custody, support, property and 
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-5295. www.pa-
ralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

 Donate your car, truck, boat, 

RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-866-695-9265 today!

 Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous tax credit for 2025. 

Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

 We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any con-
dition. Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get paid. 

Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-
866-249-8679.

 
 We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell 

your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 

Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. 
Call 1-855-980-4382.

 
The bathroom of your dreams 

in as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. 

No more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-844-659-1070 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off 
your entire order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an additional 10% off. 
Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North America¬ís 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-855-900-9151

Truman is a male shepherd/col-
lie mix whose owner passed away 
suddenly from a heart attack. He is 
about 20 months old and friendly 
with people and other dogs. He is 
not neutered but we are willing to 
have it done when we find a home 
for him. If you’re interested in 
making him part of your family, or 
know someone who is, please call 
541-822-3358 and leave a mes-
sage.

Help this dog
find his new home

This Space

For Rent

rivref2@gmail.

com

541-822-3358

Not sure why
BUSINESS IS SLOW?

is not just a saying in business.
Advertise today and let your business be in 

sight and in the minds of potential customers

rivref2@gmail.com         541-822-3358

McKenzie
River Reflections

Speeds up to 100 Mbps 
with EarthLink 

Wireless Home Internet
Cheaper than Satellite. Faster than DSL.  
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Gift Card $100

*Terms and conditions apply

PLUS! Sign up today 
and get a $100 gift card!*

Get More Reliable Internet NOW! 855-515-2573

I am heartbroken. A week ago 
I learned my wife-to-be cheated 
on me. We have lived together 
for two years and have a beautiful 
baby boy. We planned to get 
married next year. We even have 
a marriage license. 

About three months ago I 
found a chat she had with a guy 
that worked with her. The chat 
was very explicit. She spent 
an afternoon with this guy at a 
friend’s house “doing her hair” 
she said. She swore to me nothing 
happened.

She was so upset I accused her 
of an affair she went to her mom’s 
for a few days. When I asked again 
if she had any relations, she looked 
me in the face and said no.

I tried to work things out. I 
took more time to be with her. I 
avoided accusatory statements 
and focused on our baby. I wanted 
to believe her. Then I found an 
email she sent a friend explaining 
in detail her affair.

My heart was ripped from the 
inside out. That night I asked her 
about it. First she denied it, then 
she told me I couldn’t handle 
the truth. I said, “Try me.” She 
admitted what happened, but I 
did not hear from her a word of 
remorse.

She left days later to her 
mother’s, not even saying a word. 
We are now involved in a custody 
battle. She is younger than me and 
came from her mother’s house to 
my house. She does not know how 
to handle money or keep a house 
clean. Since the baby was born, I 
took care of him at night and her 
mother during the day.

I adore my little boy, and it 
breaks my heart we are not going 
to be a stable family. We do not 
talk. We simply swap our son 
every other day until the court 
decides what is going to happen. 

I would give my life to go back 
six months and prevent this. What 
do I do? For the sake of our son I 
know we have to have some kind 
of relationship, but I feel betrayed. 
She swore she would never do this 
to me. My last marriage ended in 
a similar way.

Kyle
Kyle, going back in time would 

not change who she is. The signs 
were there, but out of your want 
and need you pressed ahead. 

When signs first appear you are 

with someone who is not honest 
or responsible, you don’t try to 
convert them. You stop dating 
them. That is the reason behind 
the dating process.

Tattoo artists warn their 
customers not to go ahead unless 
they know they can live with the 
result for the rest of their lives. That 
is the way men and women need 
to approach physical intimacy.

Your marital status doesn’t 
affect your parental status. Do 
everything possible for your son, 
no matter what the quality of the 
relationship with his mother. Your 
letter shows you are a man who 
can do this.

Don’t linger in emotional hurt. 
This has happened twice now, so 
what you are doing warrants a 
second look. Understand what you 
are doing wrong. Be willing to 
hold back and wait for the woman 
you can spend your life with. 

Tamara

Asked And Answered
I have been seeing a woman five 

months. We are both in our 40s and 
have been married before. During 
an intimate moment, I asked if I 
was making her happy. She said, 
“Sometimes.” I then asked if she 
loved me, to which she replied, 
“Sorry, but I don’t.”

We both want to continue seeing 
each other, but I am afraid the 
future holds nothing for me but 
pain. Should I move on?

Bert
Bert, when a woman tells you 

she doesn’t love you, believe her. 
If you want love, take another 

path.
Wayne

Wayne & Tamara are also the 
authors of Cheating in a Nutshell, 

What Infidelity Does to the Victim, 
available from Amazon, Apple 
and most booksellers.

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/section/extras/direct%5Fanswers
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
http://www.dental50plus.com/river
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
mailto:kimberly@liquidsister.com
http://www.liquidsister.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
http://www.pa�ralegalalternatives.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:legalalt@msn.com
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:Rentrivref2@gmail.com541-822-3358
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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ACROSS
1. Every which way
5. *Whole milk has about 8 
grams of this per cup
8. Sound rebound
12. Not yet final, in law
13. Tibetan teacher
14. Twig of willow tree
15. Bad wishes
16. Like certain tradition
17. Separated
18. *Fermented tea
20. Trampled

21. Hermey and Buddy, e.g.
22. Pronoun
23. *Bee’s favorite beverage
26. Like blabbermouth
30. Freud’s concern
31. Becoming
34. Uncontrolled swerve
35. Type of heron
37. Unidentified John
38. Pocket change
39. Ding follower
40. Kenya’s neighbor
42. “Five down” fighter pilot

BEVERAGES

43. Cuddle, romantically 
speaking
45. Eras
47. Film director’s cry
48. Opinion
50. ____ Bora
52. *Blended fruit beverage
55. *Most-consumed bever-
age
56. Abbreviation, abbr.
57. Miniature whirlpool
59. The Brady Bunch, e.g.
60. Hanukkah gift
61. Came by horse
62. “For ____ the Bell Tolls”
63. Schiller’s famous poem, 
e.g.
64. One-armed bandit

DOWN
1. “Wheel of Fortune” pur-
chase
2. *Most popular choice for 
official state beverage
3. Nobel Peace Prize capital
4. It’s meant to be
5. Travesty
6. Wet nurses
7. Samoan money
8. *Caffeinated “shot”
9. Bye, in Palermo
10. *Group of bovine milk pro-
ducers
11. Table scrap
13. Mona Lisa’s home
14. Presidential promises, e.g.
19. Detonation
22. *Plant-based “milk” choice
23. Must-haves
24. Encourage (2 words)
25. Cornua, sing.
26. Late country singer-song-
writer Campbell
27. Relating to ilium
28. *Popular party beverage
29. Affirmatives
32. Competitive advantage
33. New Zealand’s bygone 
bird
36. *Milk+carbonated 
water+syrup
38. Head of a body part, ana-
tomically speaking
40. Preceding month
41. Send back to mother 
country
44. Road-crossing helper
46. Not these or those
48. Implant
49. Like duchess or count
50. Johann Sebastian of mu-
sic fame
51. Sgt. Snorkel’s dog
52. Palm starch
53. Object of worship
54. Starchy tuber
55. “Amazing!”
58. Thus far

Solution on Page 9

Stay in touch with what’s
happening - open the
McKenzie Community

Calendar!
Click here or go to:

tinyurl.com/yeye92hx

Solution on Page 9

Hot Espresso
10, 12 or 16 oz.

Iced Espresso
12, 16 or 24 oz.

Extra Espresso Shot, Syrup, or Alternative Milk
Ask us about our Breakfast Menu items

458-209-0542
Open from 7 am - 12:39 pm, Sun - Tues & Thurs - Sat  *Closed Wed*

Fill your screen
with McKenzie news

Subscribe to River Reflections’
digital edition 52 issues/year

for $3100 yr
(via Paypal using rivref@aol.com)

rivref2@gmail.com     541-822-3358

McKenzie
River Reflections

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/page/community-events-calendar/3529.html
mailto:rivref@aol.com
mailto:rivref2@gmail.com
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Need to talk?
Call 988

Personal Poem

Fishing
Report

Emergency? 
Call 911

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

SUDOKU SOLUTION
A Moment
in Oregon 

History
By Rick Steber

(www.ricksteber.com)

July 2 - Willamette Falls, located 
25 miles above the mouth of the 
Willamette River, blocked upriver 
navigation. In 1868 the Willamette 
Falls Canal and Locks Company 
was incorporated, and on the west 
side of the falls, began construction 
of four locks. Each lock measured 
210 feet in length and was 40 
feet wide. The total lift, at high 
water, was 41 feet. The locks were 
opened in 1873 and the first ship 
to pass through the locks was the 
steamer, Maria Wilkins, carrying 
a party of Portland and Oregon 
City dignitaries. The United States 
government acquired the locks in 
1915 and today they still remain in 
operation.

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie 
Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be 
available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS 
text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated 
technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy 
and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at 
eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

CALL TODAY! 1.855.891.0857

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50%OFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!
Call 1.855.891.0857

By Frank O’Hara
Now when I walk around at 
lunchtime
I have only two charms in my 
pocket
an old Roman coin Mike 
Kanemitsu gave me
and a bolt-head that broke off a 
packing case
when I was in Madrid the others 
never
brought me too much luck though 
they did
help keep me in New York against 
coercion
but now I’m happy for a time and 
interested

I walk through the luminous 
humidity
passing the House of Seagram 
with its wet
and its loungers and the 
construction to
the left that closed the sidewalk if
I ever get to be a construction 
worker
I’d like to have a silver hat please
and get to Moriarty’s where I wait 
for
LeRoi and hear who wants to be a 
mover and
shaker the last five years my 
batting average
is .016 that’s that, and LeRoi 
comes in
and tells me Miles Davis was 
clubbed 12
times last night outside birdland 
by a cop
a lady asks us for a nickel for a 
terrible
disease but we don’t give her one 
we
don’t like terrible diseases, then

we go eat some fish and some ale 
it’s
cool but crowded we don’t like 
Lionel Trilling
we decide, we like Don Allen we 
don’t like

Henry James so much we like 
Herman Melville
we don’t want to be in the poets’ 
walk in
San Francisco even we just want 
to be rich
and walk on girders in our silver 
hats
I wonder if one person out of the 
8,000,000 is
thinking of me as I shake hands 
with LeRoi
and buy a strap for my wristwatch 
and go
back to work happy at the thought 
possibly so

He was born Francis Russell 
O’Hara in Baltimore, Maryland, to 
Russell J. and Katherine Broderick 
O’Hara but moved at an early age 
to Grafton, a suburb of Worcester, 
in central Massachusetts. While 
growing up, he was a serious 
music student and wished above 
all to be a concert pianist. He 
took courses at the New England 
Conservatory. 

Frank O’Hara was a dynamic 
leader of the “New York School” of 
poets, a group that included John 
Ashbery, Barbara Guest, Kenneth 
Koch, and James Schuyler. The 
Abstract Expressionist painters 
in New York City during the 
1950s and 1960s used the title, 
but the poets borrowed it. From 
the beginning O’Hara’s poetry 
was engaged with the worlds of 
music, dance, and painting. In 
that complex of associations he 
devised an idea of poetic form 
that allowed the inclusion of 
many kinds of events, including 
everyday conversations and notes 
about New York advertising signs. 
Since his death in 1966 at age 
forty, the depth and richness of his 
achievements as a poet and art 
critic have been recognized by an 
international audience.

  McKenzie River: All hatchery 
rainbow trout released into the 
McKenzie River are marked with 
an adipose fin clip and anglers must 
release all non fin-clipped (wild) 
trout in the mainstem river. The 
lower 11 miles of the McKenzie 
River below the Hayden Bridge - 
and the McKenzie River upstream 
from Forest Glen Boat Ramp at 
Blue River - are restricted to an-
gling with lures and flies only, and 
all trout must be released.

Trout Stocking Schedule: Trout 
stocking is underway on many 
lakes and reservoirs throughout 
the state. Releases of 8” to 10” 
hatchery fish were: Smith Reser-
voir – 1,000, Carmen Reservoir 
– 600, Leaburg Lake – 1,000, 
McKenzie River above Leaburg 
Dam – 850, and McKenzie River 
below Leaburg Dam – 2,900.

Fish Counts
June 25, Willamette Falls
Spring Chinook – 29.447

Summer Steelhead – 6,754

Emergency?     Call 911

Organizations Benefit from Three Rivers Foundation Giving
The Three Rivers Foundation 

awarded $850,000 in grants to 
83 nonprofit organizations across 
Oregon this year, including fund-
ing for several Lane County orga-
nizations, including the McKenzie 
River region.

Among the recipients were the 
McKenzie Little Eagles Childcare 
Center, which received a $10,000 
grant, and the Mohawk Valley 
Rural Fire District, also award-
ed $10,000. Head Start of Lane 
County received $5,000 as part of 
the Foundation’s latest round of 
community giving.

Overall, 43 organizations in 
Lane County received grants 
through the charitable arm of 
Three Rivers Casino Resort, 
which was established in 2011 by 
the Confederated Tribes of Coos, 
Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw In-
dians.

“This is one of the best times 
here at the casino, to see the 
smiles on everybody’s faces when 
we hand them the checks and an-
nounce their names,” said Tribal 
Chief Doug Barrett. “It’s a proud 
day for the Tribes and Three Riv-
ers Foundation, for all the work 
that this money is going to do for 
the communities.”

The grants support a wide range 
of community needs, including 
public safety, youth programs, 
education, housing, health care, 
food security, cultural preserva-
tion and community development. 
Foundation officials said this 
year’s awards represent one of the 
organization’s largest community 
investments to date.

Among the recipients was Tri-
angle Food Box, which received 
an $8,000 grant to help provide 

Three Rivers Grants Boost Childcare, Fire Protection in East Lane County

food assistance to families in rural 
communities.

The Lane County Sheriff’s Of-
fice also received grant funding 
to strengthen investigations into 
property crimes in western Lane 
County.

“We’ve had a rash of burglar-
ies and thefts, and with only one 
deputy assigned to West Lane 
County, it can be difficult to dedi-
cate the extra investigative effort 
these cases require,” Lane County 
Sheriff Cliff Harrold Wilkerson 
said. “This grant will help us fund 
overtime and focus on those prop-
erty crimes that are impacting our 
communities.”

Wilkerson noted that grant fund-
ing has become increasingly diffi-

cult to obtain as federal programs 
have become more competitive 
and state funding has declined.

Barrett said the Foundation’s 
goal is to help meet growing com-
munity needs.

“With the state of the country 
right now, it’s a little rough for a 
lot of families to make ends meet,” 
he said. “So if we can help with 
that, that’s a good thing.”

Organizations receiving grants 
this year represent communities in 
Lane, Douglas, Coos, Curry and 
Lincoln counties. Since its found-
ing, the Three Rivers Foundation 
has distributed millions of dollars 
to nonprofit organizations across 
Oregon.

The McKenzie Valley Presbyte-
rian church has a tradition of hold-
ing one Sunday morning church 
service per year on the banks of 
Leaburg Lake in Knox Park. Live 
music and lots of potluck food 
contribute to making this a truly 
blessed few hours. 

Everyone is invited to Picnic 

Space #4 at 10:30 a.m on July 12th 
for fun-filled fellowship and a de-
licious meal. Bring your favorite 
dish to share and also bring your 
own plates, cups, and silverware. 

Humans (and pets) of all ages 
are welcome. Questions? Call 
Gerry Aster 541-896-3001.

Church in the Park – A local tradition – July 12th

https://www.mckenzieriverreflectionsnewspaper.com/story/2026/07/02/news/organizations-benefit-from-three-rivers-foundation-giving/9509.html
http://www.ricksteber.com
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Sears left me without a 

refrigerator for six months—
how do I fix this?

Keep in Touch
- Weekly -
Subscribe to

the McKenzie’s
own newspaper

rivref2@gmail.com
59059 Old McK. Hwy

McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413

$34/yr 
tinyurl.com/

2vf5caa6

Karen Plaskon’s refrigerator 
breaks under her Sears Master 
Protection Agreement, and Sears 
approves a replacement. But 
after months of delays, canceled 
orders, and endless excuses, she’s 
still without a working fridge. Can 
a consumer advocate end her six-
month wait for a resolution? 

I’ve been without a refrigerator 
for six months despite paying 
for a Sears Master Protection 
Agreement. My fridge failed in 
February, and Sears approved a 
replacement in April. I ordered a 
Frigidaire, but delivery delays led 
Sears to cancel it and recommend 
a GE model in June. I’m still 
waiting.

A few years ago, Sears resolved 
a similar issue by giving me a 
cash payout. This time, they claim 
they no longer offer that option. 
I’ve spent hours on calls, getting 
shuffled between departments 
blaming “manufacturing delays.” 
Meanwhile, retailers like Costco 
deliver fridges in days.  

Sears’ runaround has left me 
exhausted. How can I get them to 
honor their agreement?

Karen Plaskon
Grants Pass, Ore. 

Sears should have honored your 
protection agreement promptly. 
Its own precedent shows cash 
payouts are possible under the 
plan. While Sears isn’t legally 
required to offer refunds, its 
refusal to resolve delays violates 
the implied covenant of good faith 
in service contracts.  

Stringing you along for half a 
year is unacceptable. Sears has 
a track record of doing the right 
thing -- eventually. In fairness, 
all the back-and-forth between 
you and Sears left me with a little 
whiplash. 

You did the right thing by 

documenting calls and escalating 
to executives, confusing as it 
may have been. In cases like this, 
a paper trail is critical. Always 
follow up phone calls with 
emails summarizing discussions. 
If a company stalls, an appeal 
to executive contacts can help. 
I publish the names, numbers 
and email addresses of the Sears 
executives on my consumer 
advocacy site, Elliott.org. I think 
you were more than patient with 
Sears. 

I would have spent a little less 
time on the phone and more time 
writing. A paper trail is essential 
when a company like Sears stalls 
on a delivery. Also, I would have 
appealed this to the executives 
much sooner. Six months is way 
too long to wait.

I contacted Sears on your behalf. 
A representative reviewed your 
case and agreed to cancel your 
order and give you a full refund. 
Now you can buy the refrigerator 
you want from Costco, or any 
other store that will deliver your 
appliance quicker.

Christopher Elliott is the 
founder of Elliott Advocacy 
(https://elliottadvocacy.org), a 
nonprofit organization that helps 
consumers solve their problems. 
Email him at chris@elliott.org 
or get help by contacting him at 
https://elliottadvocacy.org/help/

© 2026 Christopher Elliott

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.
CALL NOW

1.877.926.2513

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Lane County’s Sustainable 
Event Services program 

chalks up impressive totals
There is just something about 

a good meal that brings people 
together. Whether it’s family re-
unions, tailgating, or community 
festivals, special events are more 
special with tasty grub.

While it’s no secret that good 
food is key, what about the dishes 
the food is served on? It may seem 
like an afterthought, but dishware 
can elevate those special events to 
another level.

Finer dining is the idea behind 
Lane County Waste Manage-
ment’s Sustainable Event Ser-
vices (SES) program: to provide 
durable dishware and water bottle 
refilling services for large events 
with 250 or more people. The SES 
program is a partnership between 
Lane County, the City of Eugene, 
and Action Rent-All & Events.

Since its official launch in Sep-
tember 2023, SES has been a 
presence at nearly 50 large-scale 
public events, including at least 
17 planned for 2026.

In early May, I helped coordi-
nate the program for the Asian 
American, Native Hawaiian, and 
Pacific Islander Heritage Celebra-
tion at Guy Lee Elementary in 
Springfield. My job that day was 
to ensure that event food vendors 
had a consistent supply of dish-
ware (bowls, plates, and cutlery) 
for their customers.

These interactions gave me a 
great opportunity to get feedback 
from vendors and attendees. The 
reports on the ground were en-
couraging regarding program re-
ception and usage.

Customers said the meals felt 
“fancier” than those on paper or 
plastic dishware, and that the din-
ing experience felt more like be-
ing “at home.”

The vendors liked that the pro-
gram saved them from having to 
purchase their own supplies, that 
using dishware was easy, and that 

their customers were happy.
And, of course, Guy Lee El-

ementary loved that the event 
(which had approximately 2,000 
attendees) avoided loads of gar-
bage going to the dump. In 2025, 
the program racked up some im-
pressive totals regarding waste 
prevention, including:

• 30 events used portable drink-
ing water stations, totaling 11,442 
gallons of water, meaning approx-
imately 86,700 disposable 16.9-
oz. water bottles didn’t get used.

• 15 events used 30,580 reusable 
dishware items (plates, bowls, 
cups, and utensils).

While the waste-reduction side 
of things is great, it’s also very 
cost-effective for event organiz-
ers. For example, for an event us-
ing 1,000 9-inch plates, 700 15 oz. 
bowls, 1,000 stainless steel forks, 
1,000 stainless steel spoons, 1,000 
16 oz. shatter-proof glasses, and 
two portable drinking water sta-
tions, the grand total is just $175.

Plus, SES does the dishes.
The program is currently sched-

uled to be used at multiple large-
scale public events this summer, 
including the Eugene Pride Fes-
tival (which typically has 10,000-
plus attendees), the Oregon Asian 
Celebration, and the Oregon Alo-
ha Celebration.

Learn more at lanecountyor.
gov/wastewise-events

Dustin Elliott

Need to 
talk?

Call 988

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Phone, Email or Mail 

Deadline: Every Monday @ rivref2@gmail.com
Non-subscriber Rates: 35¢ a word, $6.00 minimum per issue.

All ads must be paid in advance.
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Emergency?     Call 911

call reporting that a man had 
jumped into the water at Tamo-
litch Falls, commonly known as 
Blue Pool, off Highway 126, and 
was unable to get out.

According to Linn County Un-
dersheriff Micah Smith, the victim 
was identified as Kenny Truong, 
21, of Kansas, who was visiting 
the area with friends.

Witnesses told investigators that 
Truong jumped into the pool and 
struggled as he attempted to swim 
back to shore before disappearing 
beneath the surface. Bystanders at 
the scene attempted to help him 
until emergency responders ar-
rived.

Upper McKenzie firefighters 
were dispatched at approximately 
8:48 p.m. and responded alongside 
the Linn County Sheriff’s Office, 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office and 
Lane County Search & Rescue. 
Emergency crews located Truong 
and recovered him from the wa-
ter, but despite extensive lifesav-
ing efforts by first responders, he 
could not be revived.

“Our thoughts are with the fam-
ily and friends of Kenny Truong 
during what is an unimaginable 
time,” Smith said in a statement.

Following the two incidents, 
the Upper McKenzie Rural Fire 
Protection District thanked its 
volunteer firefighters for their ef-
forts during a difficult day and 
recognized the assistance pro-
vided by neighboring agencies, 
as well as members of the public 
who stepped in to help.

“Working together makes all 
the difference,” the district said in 
a statement, expressing apprecia-
tion for the coordinated response 
to both emergencies.

The Blue Pool tragedy marks 
another fatal incident at one of the 
McKenzie River corridor’s most 
popular recreation destinations.

Although the pool’s crystal-
clear turquoise water appears 
inviting, it remains dangerously 
cold throughout the year, averag-
ing about 37 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Officials warn that immersion in 
water that cold can trigger imme-
diate cold-water shock, making it 
difficult to breathe or swim.

The site’s remote location adds 
to the danger. Cliffs surrounding 
the pool range from about 10 to 60 
feet high, cell phone reception is 
limited or nonexistent, and emer-
gency responders must hike in to 
reach injured visitors. Depending 
on the circumstances, it can take 
several hours from the time of 
an injury until a patient reaches a 
hospital.

Emergency agencies respond to 
incidents at Blue Pool every year.

In 2025, Upper McKenzie Rural 
Fire Protection District and other 
agencies rescued an injured hiker 
who reportedly fell on the trail to 
the falls, suffering what respond-
ers believed were a broken wrist, 
broken leg and possible head in-
jury.

An air ambulance was re-
quested because of the severity 
of her injuries. Firefighters, Linn 
County Search and Rescue, the 
Linn County Sheriff’s Office and 
Sweet Home Fire personnel pack-
aged the patient in a Stokes basket 
and carried her approximately one 
mile to the trailhead before she 
was transported by ambulance to 
a landing zone. A Life Flight heli-
copter then flew her to a hospital.

Following Thursday’s fatality, 
officials are urging visitors to un-
derstand the hazards before enter-
ing the water.

Authorities encourage visitors 
to stay with members of their 
group, avoid taking unnecessary 
risks and call 911 immediately if 
someone is in distress. Visitors 
seeking current information about 
conditions at Blue Pool are en-
couraged to contact the McKenzie 
River Ranger Station before mak-
ing the hike.

Blue Pool, located along the 
McKenzie River National Rec-
reation Trail east of McKenzie 
Bridge, attracts thousands of visi-
tors each year with its striking 
blue water. Emergency officials, 
however, say its beauty can create 
a false sense of safety and hope 
the latest tragedy serves as a re-
minder that the pool’s icy water 
and remote location demand cau-
tion and respect.

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

833-884-0041
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Emergencies
Return To Page 1

Nearly every proposed Oregon initiative 
won’t make it onto the November ballot
Only one citizen petition is on track for November ballot, a drop from previous cycles

By Mia Maldonado
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregonians proposed nearly 
90 changes to state law or the 
Oregon Constitution for the 
November 2026 ballot, and a 
dozen of those petitions with 
priorities ranging from ending 
mail voting to enshrining civil 
rights for women and LGBTQ+ 
people in the state constitution 
cleared an initial hurdle. 

But with a looming July 
2 deadline to submit tens of 
thousands of voter signatures 
that demonstrate support for their 
ideas, most of those petitions won’t 
move forward. From attempts to 
eliminate the state estate tax to 
overturning waterway permits for 
non-motorized boats, organizers 
cited not having enough time, 
volunteers and funding to see their 
petitions through. 

Only one petition is on track 
— a stark contrast from previous 
election cycles which saw five 
ballot measures appear in the 
November 2024 ballot and four 
in November 2022. The Oregon 
Legislature didn’t refer any 
constitutional amendments or 
laws to voters this year.

Oregonians seeking to directly 
change state law or the Oregon 
Constitution first have to gather 
1,000 signatures from voters, get 
the state attorney general to draft 
a ballot title and summary and 
overcome any legal challenges to 
that title. To place a constitutional 
amendment on the ballot, 
petitioners then need more than 
156,000 verified signatures from 
registered Oregon voters. To 
change state law, petitioners need 
about 117,000. 

Initiative Petition 28, an effort 
led by Portland-based vegan 
advocates to ban harming or 
killing all animals with almost no 
exceptions, had submitted 138,300 
signatures as of Wednesday to the 
Oregon Secretary of State’s Office. 
That’s 20,000 signatures more 
than what they need to qualify 
for the ballot. The secretary of 
state still needs to verify those 
signatures before the petition can 
secure a spot on the ballot. 

Petitioners are in their third 
attempt to place their petition 
on the ballot, each time having 
attracted more supporters, lead 
petitioner David Michelson told 
the Capital Chronicle over the 
phone.

This time, however, they’ve 
raised more than $300,000 in cash 
contributions and loans, according 
to state campaign finance records. 

Let Us Paddle, a petition campaign, formed in 2025 after the Oregon Leg-
islature passed a law expanding permitting requirements for non-motor-
ized boats. The group doesn’t anticipate having enough signatures by the 
Oregon Secretary of State’s July 2 signature submission deadline. 

Kari Goodheart

That’s enough money to pay 
people to collect signatures. About 
75% of the campaign’s signature 
collectors are paid, Michelson 
said, adding that the campaign 
usually pays about 30 people a 
month to collect them.

The campaign’s funding comes 
from a mix of smaller donations 
to a mix of large sums, including 
$35,000 from a financial services 
consultant living in Saint 
Petersburg, Russia, $30,000 
from the Craigslist Charitable 
Fund, $25,000 from early Bitcoin 
investor Owen Gunden and 
$20,000 from People for Ethical 
Treatment of Animals, or PETA. 

“They’re all animal rights 
people,” Michelson said during 
a phone interview. “They’re 
all people who have given to 
animal rights causes in the past 
who eventually heard about our 
campaign and wanted to support 
our campaign.”

Some petitions look to 2028 and 
other avenues for policy change

Only one group that reached the 
signature gathering process has 
officially withdrawn its petition. 

The Equal Rights for All 
coalition in February withdrew its 
petition aiming to codify the right 
to abortion, same-sex marriage, 
contraception and in vitro 
fertilization and gender-affirming 
care in the Oregon Constitution. 

“This is a particularly difficult 
time, as the federal government 
attacks our rights, freedom, and 
basic humanity,” the coalition 
said in a statement. “However, 
members of our coalition are 
committed to continuing to fight 
back, while also holding the 
decision that (the petition) is not 
the vehicle for the fight at this 
time.”

The remaining petition groups 
are expected to fall short of the 
signature threshold, but some are 
already looking ahead to future 
elections.

That includes the high-profile 
petitions aiming to tighten 
restrictions on Oregon’s pretrial 
release program and ending the 
state’s estate tax.

Both efforts, coined the 
“Oregon Crimefighting Act” and 
the “End the Death Tax Act” 
petitions, were led by Rep. Kevin 
Mannix, a Salem Republican 
who has experience leading five 
successful past ballot measures. 
This year, his petitions didn’t 
receive enough signatures to meet 
the upcoming deadline, according 
to both petitions’ websites. 

“We’re not giving up on the 
cause, and we plan to take an 
earlier and more comprehensive 
approach in 2028,” said Michael 
Sewell, a chief petitioner of the 
Oregon Crimefighting Act and a 
member of Mannix’s Salem law 
firm who worked closely on the 
estate tax petition.

Bipartisan organizers hoping to 
open Oregon’s primaries through 
two ballot initiatives also are 
postponing their efforts until 
2028. 

Former Republican state 
Rep. Cheri Helt of Bend, who is 
leading the effort alongside former 
Democratic Gov. Ted Kulongoski 
and Independent Part of Oregon 
co-chair Andrew Kaza, blamed 
the delay on lengthy legal battles 
in the Oregon Supreme Court over 
the ballot title’s wording. 

“We’re going to encourage the 
Oregon Legislature to take up the 
matter in 2027, and then we’ll look 
at ballot titles again in 2028,” she 
told the Capital Chronicle. “We 
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to watch mule training demonstra-
tions. A pack string was brought 
to Fish Lake to familiarize wilder-
ness rangers and trail crews with 
proper mule etiquette. Organizers 
noted it has been many years since 
Forest Service wilderness crews 
have had regular support from 
pack strings, making the training 
especially valuable.

The Friends also honored long-
time volunteer John Milliken, 
who recently retired after years 
of serving as one of the site’s vol-
unteer hosts. Milliken received a 
commemorative plaque featuring 
a photo of the historic Hall House 
cabin with Fish Lake in the back-
ground.

The Fish Lake Historic Site oc-
cupies a unique place in Oregon 
history. Since the mid-1800s, 
thousands of travelers—including 
Native American tribes, wagon 
trains, freight carriers and pack 
animals—have passed through the 
area while crossing the Cascade 
Mountains.

The first roadhouse at Fish Lake 
was constructed in 1867 by the 
Willamette Valley and Cascade 
Mountain Wagon Road Com-
pany to serve travelers along the 
Santiam Wagon Road. During the 
height of wagon travel, more than 
100 wagons often camped near the 
lake between July and September.

Remnants of that era remain to-
day, including a pioneer gravesite 
and portions of the original stone 
corral. Other historic buildings, 
including the barn and blacksmith 
shop, were constructed during the 
1930s by the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps.

The U.S. Forest Service first es-
tablished a ranger outpost at Fish 
Lake in 1905. By the 1920s, the 
site had become the field head-
quarters for the Santiam National 
Forest and served as the Fish Lake 
Remount Depot, where horses and 
mules were stationed to transport 
firefighters, wilderness rangers, 
supplies and equipment deep into 
the backcountry.

Pack strings, sometimes num-
bering as many as 20 animals, 
supplied lookout towers, trail 
crews and remote guard sta-
tions throughout the surround-
ing forests. During busy seasons, 
as many as 60 horses and mules 
spent the summer at Fish Lake.

One of the depot’s best-known 
packers was Lloyd Van Sickle, 
who served from 1971 to 1984. 
Van Sickle helped save many of 
the historic buildings from dete-
rioration by initiating the site’s 
first restoration efforts during a 
period when maintenance funding 
was scarce.

In 2005, exactly 100 years af-
ter the depot was established, the 
final Forest Service pack string 
passed through Fish Lake, mark-
ing the end of an era.

Established in 2010, the Friends 
of Fish Lake partners with the 
McKenzie River Ranger District 
to preserve and interpret the his-
toric site for future generations.

The nonprofit organization de-
velops annual restoration projects, 
organizes volunteer work parties, 
supports educational programs 
and provides interpretive tours for 
visitors.

Each summer, volunteers camp 

at Fish Lake while completing 
historic building repairs, land-
scape restoration, weed removal 
and general maintenance. Resi-
dent volunteer hosts greet visitors, 
provide tours and help protect the 
site’s historic resources from van-
dalism and misuse.

The organization also partners 
with numerous agencies and non-
profits on educational workshops 
and restoration projects, including 
HistoriCorps, the Oregon Nation-
al Guard, Oregon State University 
Extension, the Pacific Northwest 
Forest Service Association, Back-
country Horsemen and several re-
gional historical societies.

Today, the Fish Lake Historic 
Site remains an active Forest 
Service guard station while also 
serving as a public historic attrac-
tion. Visitors can access the site 
from a day-use parking area along 
Highway 126, approximately two 
miles north of Clear Lake, where 
they can walk through a replica 
toll gate onto the historic Santiam 
Wagon Road and explore build-
ings spanning more than a century 
of Northwest history.

Through the continuing efforts 
of the Friends of Fish Lake and 
its many volunteers, the historic 
remount depot remains one of 
the Pacific Northwest’s best-pre-
served examples of the Forest 
Service’s early wilderness opera-
tions and Oregon’s transportation 
history.

Return To Page 1

Preserving History
feel it’s really important. There’s 
1.1 million nonaffiliated voters. 
It’s the largest class of voters in 
the state of Oregon, and they’re 
shut out from the primaries, and 
it is a complete injustice that we 
want to fix.”

And the petition behind the 
effort to end Oregon’s “at-will” 
employment system, which gives 
employers the right to fire a worker 
at any time for any reason, also 
isn’t likely to make the November 
ballot, its chief petitioner said in a 
phone interview.  

“We have the greatest 
confidence in our proposal, and 
we believe with more time and 
resources we will be able to 
realize these due process rights for 
working people,” chief petitioner 
Matthew Fennell said, adding that 
he anticipates following up with 
another petition in the future. 

Petitioners talk financial 
barriers

Several petition organizers said 
they wouldn’t meet the signature 
threshold because they didn’t 
have the financial resources for a 
widescale petition. 

“Gathering all of those signatures 
— it is just non-trivial and it’s a lot 
of work,” said Dean Suhr, a West 
Linn resident leading an effort to 
force public voter approval before 
the state can implement any road 
or bridge tolls. “We didn’t raise 
much money, and we didn’t hire 
any paid signature gatherers. We 
thought that we could get enough 
momentum and traction, and while 
the emotional sense was there, 
the practical sense, we didn’t get 
there.”

This was Suhr’s third attempt 
at a ballot measure and his second 
time reaching the signature-
gathering stage. He hasn’t decided 
whether he’ll try again. 

Like Suhr, the group behind 
the effort to overturn Oregon’s 
permitting requirements for non-
motorized boats doesn’t expect to 
make the November ballot. 

The group, Let Us Paddle, 
formed in 2025 after the Oregon 
Legislature passed a law expanding 
permitting requirements for non-
motorized boats. That means 
users of kayaks, canoes, rafts, 
paddle boards and their inflatable 
versions must buy a $20 yearly 
permit, with that funding going 
toward combatting invasive 
species. 

The group has collected more 
than 36,000 signatures, according 
to chief petitioner Kari Goodheart. 
But it needs more than 117,000 to 
make the ballot. 

“It’s really pulling on our 
heartstrings because we’re so far 
from the number needed to make 
the deadline, but yet every single 
day our mailbox is just inundated 
with all of these signature sheets,” 
Goodheart said. 

Goodheart, who has spent 
nights sleeping in her car while 
campaigning for the petition 
across the state, said she is proud 
of the petition despite having 
limited volunteers and financial 
resources. She said she plans to 
advocate for the law’s repeal in 
the 2027 legislative session. 

Several other campaigns 
haven’t publicly updated how 
many signatures they’ve collected 
since their petition was approved 
to circulate, state records show. 

That includes petitioners behind 
the effort to end mail-in voting, 
as well as an effort to levy a 2% 
tax on individuals with net assets 
worth $30 million or more. Neither 
group responded to calls from the 
Capital Chronicle for a request for 
comment.

Meanwhile, a petition aiming 
to repeal Oregon’s firearm permit 
laws and high-capacity magazine 
bans reported having collected 
3,300 signatures as of mid-June 
— 114,000 signatures away from 
what it needs to qualify for the 
ballot. Chief petitioner Edwin 
McLeod did not respond to calls 
for a request for comment.

Two referenda were approved 
this election cycle. Only one was 
successful 

The Oregon Secretary of State 
also approved two referenda, 
or petitions that would allow 
Oregon voters to reject or approve 
an Oregon law, to circulate this 
election cycle.

One referendum took place in 
May, when Oregon voters rejected 
parts of a 2025 Democratic-led 
law to increase the state’s gas tax 
and other transportation fees. Rep. 
Ed Diehl, R-Scio, Sen. Bruce 
Starr, R-Dundee and Taxpayer 
Association of Oregon Founder 
Jason Williams led that effort.

The second referendum, led by 
Diehl, Republican Rep. Dwayne 
Yunker of Grants Pass and the 
Oregon Freedom Coalition, aimed 
to overturn a 2026 Democratic-
led law that disconnected the state 
from the federal tax code. Those 
efforts failed after petitioners 
admitted earlier this month they 
wouldn’t be able to collect enough 
signatures by the July 2 deadline.

Mia Maldonado began working 
at the Oregon Capital Chronicle 
in 2025 to cover the Oregon 
Legislature and state agencies 
with a focus on social services. 
She began her journalism career 
with the Capital Chronicle’s sister 
outlet in Idaho, the Idaho Capital 
Sun, where she received multiple 
awards for her coverage of the 
environment and Latino affairs. 
She has a bachelor’s degree 
in Spanish and international 
political economy from the 
College of Idaho. Born and raised 
in the West, Mia enjoys hiking, 
skiing and rockhounding in her 
free time.
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Investing in McKenzie’s Future,
One Project at a Time

By Lane Tompkins
Superintendent

McKenzie Schools
One of the questions I hear most 

often is, “How are we going to im-
prove our school facilities?” It’s 
an important question, and one 
that deserves a thoughtful answer.

Following the understandable 
defeat of our bond measures im-
mediately after the Holiday Farm 
Fire, the district took a different 
approach. Rather than waiting 
for another opportunity to ask our 
community for local funding, we 
committed ourselves to aggres-
sively pursuing every available 
state and federal funding source 
that could help improve our facili-
ties while minimizing the impact 
on local taxpayers.

That work is beginning to bear 
fruit.

In 2022, McKenzie School Dis-
trict partnered with Lane County to 
pursue funding through the Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program–Disas-
ter Recovery (HMGP-DR) admin-
istered by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 
The purpose of this project is to 
strengthen our Elementary Build-
ing against future disasters, in-
cluding wildfire, earthquakes, and 
landslides.

Like many federal disaster re-
covery projects across the coun-
try, progress has been slower than 
anyone would like. Our team suc-
cessfully completed the first phase 
of the project, which included de-
tailed building assessments and 
the development of mitigation de-
signs. Since then, the project has 
remained at the federal level while 
awaiting approval to move into 
construction. Continued requests 
for additional information, fund-
ing freezes, and periods of fed-
eral government uncertainty have 
all contributed to delays. While 
we are certainly eager to move 
forward, we remain committed 
to seeing this important project 
through to completion.

We have also pursued funding 
through the Planning, Infrastruc-
ture and Economic Revitalization 
(PIER) Program, administered by 
Oregon Housing and Community 
Services. This program utilizes 
federally funded Community De-
velopment Block Grant–Disaster 
Recovery (CDBG-DR) dollars 
to support long-term recovery in 
communities impacted by disas-
ters.

For McKenzie, this project rep-
resents one of the most significant 
improvements our classrooms 
have seen in decades. The project 
will modernize heating and ven-
tilation systems throughout our 
occupied classrooms, providing 
more reliable and consistent heat-
ing while, for the first time in Mc-
Kenzie School District history, 
adding air conditioning to those 

instructional spaces. As our com-
munity has experienced in recent 
summers, hotter temperatures 
have become increasingly com-
mon. Providing a comfortable 
learning environment will benefit 
students and staff alike for years 
to come.

The federally required environ-
mental review for this project is 
nearing completion, and we antic-
ipate the project moving into pro-
curement in the coming weeks.

Last week, I also shared news 
that the district was awarded a $2.5 
million Business Oregon Seismic 
Rehabilitation Grant. This grant 
program helps strengthen public 
buildings against major seismic 
events. We are incredibly grate-
ful to receive this competitive 
award, which will fund seismic 
improvements to the south wing 
of our Elementary Building. This 
is the second time McKenzie has 
successfully secured these funds, 
having previously completed 
seismic upgrades to the Old Gym 
through the same program.

Collectively, these projects 
represent millions of dollars be-
ing invested in McKenzie schools 
without relying solely on local 
funding. While they will make 
a tremendous difference in the 
safety, comfort, and longevity of 
our facilities, they will not ad-
dress every need. Each funding 
source has specific eligibility re-
quirements and program limita-
tions, meaning some important 
improvements remain outside the 
scope of these grants.

That is why we recently con-
vened the District Facilities Com-
mittee to begin a comprehensive 
Long Range Facilities Planning 
process. The committee includes 
a broad cross-section of our com-
munity, including parents, teach-
ers, classified staff, administrators, 
school board members, and com-
munity patrons. Over the com-
ing months, this group will help 
identify priorities, evaluate our fa-
cilities, and develop a roadmap to 
guide facility improvements over 
the next decade.

Investing in our schools is an 
ongoing process, not a single 
project. It requires careful plan-
ning, persistence, and a willing-
ness to pursue every opportunity 
available. I am proud of the work 
our staff, community partners, 
and Board of Directors have done 
to position McKenzie for success, 
and I look forward to sharing ad-
ditional updates as these projects 
continue to move from planning 
into construction.

Thank you for your continued 
support of McKenzie schools. To-
gether, we are building facilities 
that will better serve our students, 
staff, and community for genera-
tions to come.

Oregon lawsuit could upend
federal management of public lands

By  Alex Brown
Oregon Capital Chronicle

A new lawsuit challenging a 
logging project in Oregon threat-
ens to unravel the management 
plans governing hundreds of mil-
lions of acres of federal public 
land.

At stake are thousands of leases 
and permits covering billions of 
dollars of economic activity — 
including mining, drilling, graz-
ing, logging, ski resorts, wind and 
solar projects, outdoor recreation, 
hunting and fishing. If successful, 
the lawsuit could throw the man-
agement of huge swaths of the 
West into chaos.

Some experts fear the new le-
gal uncertainty around federal 
agencies’ management authority 
could unleash a tsunami of law-
suits targeting everything from 
mining to the conservation of 
wildlife habitat.

“They’ve opened Pando-
ra’s Box here,” said Susan Jane 
Brown, the attorney who filed the 
lawsuit and serves as principal at 
Silvix Resources, a nonprofit en-
vironmental law firm.

“When you throw that whole 
system into chaos, it’s a problem 
whether you’re the oil and gas 
industry or the timber industry or 
someone who wants to take a fall 
hunting trip. There’s a lot at stake 
here.”

The legal battle stems from Re-
publican lawmakers’ recent use 
of the Congressional Review Act, 
a previously obscure tool, to push 
for more mining and drilling on 
public lands overseen by the fed-
eral Bureau of Land Management 
and the U.S. Forest Service.

Under President Donald Trump, 
Congress has aggressively used 
the review power granted by the 
1996 law to revoke decisions 
made during the Biden adminis-
tration, including financial regu-
lations, energy efficiency stand-
ards and auto emissions rules.

Some legal experts contend that 
by using the law to target public 
land policy, Congress unwittingly 
invalidated hundreds of land use 
plans, along with decades worth 
of permits and management deci-
sions. The Oregon lawsuit is the 
first to test that theory in court — 
but public lands advocates don’t 
expect it to the be the last.

“This is incredibly destabilizing 
for anyone that cares about public 
lands, whether you care about 
those as an industrial developer 
or a wilderness advocate,” said 
John Ruple, research professor 
of law at the University of Utah’s 
Wallace Stegner Center for Land, 
Resources, and the Environment.

Over the past year, legal ex-
perts, agency veterans, conserva-
tion groups and industry leaders 
have warned that Congress was 
using the Congressional Review 
Act in a way that could under-
mine land use plans across the 
country. Oil and gas drillers could 
have their permits challenged in 
court. Ranchers could lose their 
leases. And understaffed federal 
agencies would have to redraft 

hundreds of plans that typically 
take years to complete.

“This has been flying under 
the radar,” said Michael Carroll, 
a land management campaign 
director with the Wilderness So-
ciety, an environmental group. 
“[Congress] basically opened 
themselves up to multiple lawsuits 
from any number of stakeholders 
calling into question whether or 
not an agency has the authority to 
issue permits.”

The Congressional Review Act
The three-decade-old Congres-

sional Review Act requires new 
regulations issued by federal 
agencies to be submitted to Con-
gress before taking effect. Con-
gress then has a review period of 
60 working days during which it 
can vote to revoke them.

This review power was rarely 
invoked until Trump’s first term, 
when Republicans used it to over-
turn 16 regulations. The GOP has 
been even more aggressive in 
Trump’s second term, overturning 
23 rules so far, including conser-
vation standards for water heaters, 
overdraft lending regulations and 
restrictions on pollutants in tire 
manufacturing

Until recently, management 
plans for federal public lands were 
not considered “rules” subject to 
congressional review under the 
law. Agencies have issued well 
over 100 such plans since 1996 
without ever submitting one to 
Congress. Those documents guide 
the work of agency officials who 
oversee specific areas of land, of-
ten covering millions of acres.

Created after years of public 
meetings and local feedback, they 
determine which landscapes will 
be leased for oil and gas drilling, 
protected for endangered species 
or open for off-road vehicles, 
along with a multitude of other 
uses.

But last year, Republicans 
asked the Government Account-
ability Office, a nonpartisan ad-
visory agency for Congress, to af-
firm a sweeping new view of the 
Congressional Review Act. The 
office found that certain manage-
ment plans were subject to review 
because their land use decisions 
“prescribed policy,” and deter-
mined that lawmakers’ queries 
about those plans had opened the 
60-day review “clock” in each in-
stance.

Using this new interpretation, 
Republicans in the past two years 
have revoked plans that restricted 
mining and oil production on fed-
eral lands in Alaska, Minnesota, 
Montana, North Dakota and Wyo-
ming.

But the repercussions could go 

well beyond those specific plans.
None of the plans issued by 

federal land managers over the 
past 30 years was ever submitted 
for review, because no one at the 
time considered them to be rules. 
In other words, hundreds of plans 
covering millions of acres of land 
could be deemed invalid under the 
new congressional interpretation.

Oregon lawsuit
Now, a lawsuit in Oregon will 

put that argument to the test. Cas-
cadia Wildlands, a conservation 
group in the Pacific Northwest, 
has filed a complaint challenging a 
timber harvest on Bureau of Land 
Management land in western Ore-
gon. That logging project was ap-
proved under a management plan 
that was issued in 2016.

Since Congress now considers 
such plans to be rules, the plain-
tiffs argue, the 2016 plan never 
took effect because it was never 
submitted to Congress.

Cascadia Wildlands has fought 
numerous legal battles over log-
ging projects approved by the Bu-
reau of Land Management. If the 
lawsuit over the management plan 
is successful, said Nick Cady, the 
group’s legal director, the same 
theory would give them leverage 
to block any logging project is-
sued under the 2016 plan.

“They let the genie out of the 
bottle,” Cady said. “Instead of just 
letting [the Congressional Review 
Act] move forward with whatever 
Republicans choose to select, it’s 
worth curbing that by pointing out 
that it can point both ways.”

If the plan is struck down, ac-
tivists of all types could use that 
precedent to challenge any activ-
ity on public land governed by a 
management plan that hasn’t been 
reviewed by Congress.

“It is a target-rich environment 
if our lawsuit is successful, and 
even if it’s not successful we’ve 
already demonstrated that there’s 
a lot of interest here,” Brown said. 
“This is what happens when you 
overturn longstanding precedent 
and throw spaghetti at the wall.”

Cady and Brown said they hope 
their case compels Congress to 
revise the Congressional Review 
Act to exempt public land man-
agement plans.

Stateline reporter Alex Brown 
can be reached at abrown@state-
line.org.

This story was originally pro-
duced by Stateline, which is part 
of States Newsroom, a nonprofit 
news network which includes 
Oregon Capital Chronicle, and is 
supported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity.

A harvester crane processes a log on a thinning project in the Mount Bak-
er-Snoqualmie National Forest in Washington state. A new lawsuit target-
ing a timber harvest in Oregon could upend management of federal lands 
across the West.
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